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CHAPTEE  I. 


THE  TOWSB. 


It  was  drawing  nigk  sunset  on  tlie  eve  of  September  1, 
4.1).  1666,  a  date  of  terrible  omen  to  ike  great  city  wiHiin 
whose  walls  the  opening  events  of  our  hStory  took  plaoeu 
London  lay  bathed  in  a  glorious  autumnal  sun,  and  was 
ninlring  into  that  busv  tranquillity  which  marks  the  dose  of 
labour  in  the  great  nives  of  human  industry.  Shops  were 
closing  in  aU  security,  the  burgher's  early  supper  smoked 
on  the  table,  the  watch  set  their  rounds  on  the  city  walls, 
and  gamesome  ^prentices  sallied  forth  on  their  evening  recre- 
ations. ' 

The  river  presented  an  aspect  of  peculiar  tranquillitv.  It 
was  the  eve  preceding  the  sabbath,  a  day  held  scrupulously 
aacred  by  the  great  mass  of  the  people,  which  was  still  pun- 
tan.  The  immense  fleet  of  merchantmen  from  every  nation, 
fitretcl^d  along  the  river ;  the  barges  and  gilded  wherries  of 
the  citizens,. decorated  with  streamers  and  nags,  were  drawn 
up  along  the  quays  and  wharfs,  as  if  they,  t<K>,  had  a  t^t 
to  their  seventh  aaj'a  rest. 

The  grey  ramparts  and  turrets  of  the  Tower  were  lighted 
up  with  Italian  oriUiancy  in  the  rich  colours  of  the  sunset» 
and  were  decked  out  in  noliday  splendour  with  innumerable 
banderols,  above  which  floated,  on  the  highest  tower,  tibe 
gorgeous  banner  of  Enghqid.  The  fl(reat  bell,  which  usually 
aumxBoned  the  inhabitants  within  l£e  fortress  limits  before 
the  gates  dosed,  was  tolling,  and  divers  belated  persons  were 
hurrying  towards  them. 

Among  these,  riding  at  a  jaded  pace,  appeared  a  solitary 
horseman.  He  was  mounted  on  a  powerful  nag,  whose 
original  colour  was  nrobably  white,  but  it  was  at  present  a 
dixty  brown,  and  splashed  and  travd-stained  from  head  to 
heel.  The  harness  was  strons  and  heavy,  according  to  the 
finshion  of  the  period,  and  the  rider  was  a  tall,  well-made 
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man,  who  wore  a  high  hat  with  feathers,  a  trayellmg-doak  of 
scarlet,  and  huge  jack-boots  with  long  spurs«  TSb  xmder- 
dress,  which  seemea  a  sort  of  liyery  of  orange-coloured  cloth, 
slashed  with  silver,  was  visible,  from  the  mantiie  haviog 
8li|>ped  off  his  left  shoulder,  as  if  to  cover  a  kind  of  bundle 
which  he  cazried.  A  pair  of  [very  large  pistojb,  or  rather 
blunderbusses,  decked  his  holster&-*omament8  by  no  means 
superfluous  in  that  enterprising  age,  when  so  many  "  gentle- 
men" picked  up  a  livelihoodas  a^tcrtheya^errant.  In  fact, the 
whole  appearance  of  the  rider  was  that  of  a  ^i»>iiT^g  retainer 
to  some  noble  house,  only  he  wore  no  badge,  and  that  parttif 
the  breast  which  is  usually  decked,  was  patched  Over  with 
new  velvet.  Still  his  air  was  so  jaunty  imd  bold,  that  ^ 
warder  whom  he  addressed  at  the  postern  respectfully  fumk 
lis  MnrtiBan. 

**M6Qo,  bmiiher  I  canst  ieil  me  if  Mastsa:  Lkso^eomk  lit 
in  the  Tower;  and  if  so,  where  a  man  mnat  seek  whahirfji 
affiur  with  hkL?" 

''Art  fiomovar  aeaP  methinka  thy  tongoflr  amaekA  avm- 
thing  pomahly,"  sopliad  the  waxdar. 

^Wr^LmriH,  ^d  an<mgh  to  be  undentood,  temhle 
thyself  no  farwer,"  said  the  stranger^  haug^ily*  "  J£  nmk^ 
I  ^lall  not  maud  it  fbs  ao  poor  a.  enatemer.,  And.  now, 
prithee,  let  me  pass.  I  have  business  with  thy  betters^  vludi 
may  not  becUa^Bd:!' 

^  ]Bia8t  liioa  tiber  paas-woid,  eood.  iattndF*  mtmaied  Ae 
warder,  grttoing  his  weapon,  ana  seeimnj^  i»ejm  baifauhane 
and  man  wivt  no  pxqndioe  in  &F(iar  of  eitibo^ 

''  Ne^  but  I  hwt  an  ofrder  from  tite  counail  toycoolr  tiaittah 
aant,  sealed  wiiiL  the  king^'a  seal,  whooh  X  smatrdd&iw&in 
peiaon  to  his  honour.  Hem'a  wiEntaty  eooiq^  oompiftuen." 
And  the  stranger  produced  a  pa^pai^  dixeofced  aajW.httl 
affirmed,  which  ne  thrust  under  me  warder'a  gaee.  ci 

''Pasal*'  w«8  the  r6pi7«a.nd  thficmnaliei!,  touohing  hiathDme 
wi^thasnuvenfeesadthegateb  Se  fouai  homai^  in  »«iiteil 
^[oadrang^,  kcnmed  in  by  k^  hattenanti^  iniwiodiiaite 
smg^  human  being  inemed  stiaiag^  Xfaap  oistter  dt.iMs 
hone's  hoc&>  hoimrper»  almoafe  inatantiKr  attracted  attiwlirm 
An  old  man  pojpped  hia  head  out  of  a.  baaed  window  aiMoa, 
and  after  listenmg  to  the  horseman's  aecoont  ^  hia  oj^jaat^ 
dviHy  offered  to  tguide  Inm  torlhe  lieutanaBt'ari»rsa«DG0A 

A  haie^looidng  vetenan^  with  cSMoks  at  xnody  aa-  qndai» 
though  hia  hair  wna  neflxly  whiter  now  made  his  appaaiCMMs. 
He  rtated,  howmr^  that  ue  lieutenant.  Six  John  Jocrbinacm, 
was  at  supper  with  aome  friends,  and  thai  if  the  buaieem 
lEpere  not  very  pmssing,  it  would  be  bettor  to  wait  iiH  Ue 
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ho&oiir  liad  done,  offering,  meaawliile,  a  aioup  of  eanary  and  a 
86ii  hf  a  ^ood  fire  to  i^  stransev,  who  returned  kis  tkanjcer 
ioT  tiiis  dviJi^  kt  a  somewhsA  icareign  tone  and  mBxmesr,  bmt 
declared  th^  Ms  errand  required  immediate  dcspatcL  Tkeoy 
cftfolesBiy  throwing  tha  reins  to  the  ekl  aumj 

^' iPrilJaee^"  he  said,  with  an  easy  air  of  superiority; 
'^prithee, •  fibthear*  grey-beard,  hold  my  nag's  kead,  lest  I 
smiilde  and  break  my  yonngst^'s  skull,  aa^  thereby  wuste 
at  &oni  wkick  may  be  Vwuable  when  it  is  grown." 

'^  "WlatA  yuangster^  finesd  P      I  see  none,"  said  the  old 


**  Look  htm,  IheK ;  tkou  ait  old,  but  dsist  ev^r  see  « 
fveUiev  creature  F'  said  the  cavalier,  Ming  his  eloak,  aai 
s0MMling'  a  yoaa^  efaiM  nestling  asleep  in  its  waimth. 

**  Hast  been  uk  kea^ien  kidnaping  cherubs  P'  exclaLmed 
4ii0  ^d  xoaii,  giadttg  witk  adinira^on  at  the  beaxi^  of  the  1^ 
i  ybopsv.* 

^  JN^oy,  *M^  if  ail  were  told,  rather  in  t'other  plaee,"  sad 
tbfffltai^ger^di^.  Milh,mig>nonI  c'^e&il^^fweiUier  AncC 
ke  ehndied  hia  bloomy  dieek  till  the  chiklt  avvtoke.. 

*^^^d  is  tkis  fids  bor  ;^our  sou  2"  said  the  Toww-dweUery^ 
anesfinji^  the  cidy.Bof%  in  his  axBis. 

f*  It  is  not  quite  agreed  whose  son  he  is,  camsrado,"  espied 
tiifttravi^teB^  springing  deMy  feom  his  saddle.  **  But  I  flatter 
mysdf  'twnot  impossible;  Morblew  J  how  aisiaii's  fed;  aeke 
dfter  s  ten  hours'  ride !  Prithee,  hast  any  comer  in  which  ta 
fciotbii  'tia»r8ehipy  piese  of  hossefleriiF* 

"^  !I!h0Ba  i»a?liOMl  m  tile  next  yurd,  wiathsr  I  will  take  it 

vtoa  i  Imm  wbmmsi  you.  tfr  the  lieutenaait^;  b^  meihinka 

iAn^mmakmaxik  fear  of  his  tuoiBg  mnawvy." 

.cfftiSknm  inivt  k>  boras  or  a  woman,*'  am  tike  tra;v^^«s^ 

llittytihy  tisKiMKrowyid.  a  peojeeAiag  standwoa.    "  But  now 

ke  is  secup&i  giPBLHie  the  ek^^  and  lead  cm,  gaiSgr" 

•^-r^iliBiolGtmauooisi&drWitk  a  smile,  and  opening  ts  door, 

Urinulted  tkam  jntpi  a^  small  ehamber^  aBpaPKBtiT  a^  stobx^ 

iilMBi  iknii  th»  miiitarf  aeoouttemeats  MHtt^eed   aboot. 

•JEhelMse  tkgynsoqnted  a  naaow  #ig^  of  ataini,  and  entered 

ananridorv  the  kx^g  penpeoth^  m   wkid&i  taemihatod  in 

,HMHtv»  ISoidi&f-dDoaSfc    ISe  old  msn  made:  a  naefweffiirt*  aa 

tiksy  wmt,  to  gnatifir  hiaoaaoaosity  byinquiidngif  th^ 

eam&to  see  nsf  of^ldhfr  priaonars>  in  the  Tower;  and  if*  so^ 

kdike  simxe  of  thoiH  daffldfined  as  aheitoBi  in  the* late  popisk 

iiwuijiiiiBcy  in  Biddin.    The  sfapaagor  m&t^j  replied  that  hd 

kaow  not  hia  errand  tiE  Sir  John-  informed  lum^    The  old 

«Mm  nodded  iignacfiean^,  a:^  said  namore  until  thejrreacbsd 

Hie  pertd^  at  whudi  ke  tap^^     JL  trii  kokey  saaWBOf 

b2 
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appeared,  exolianged  a  few  words  in  a  whisper,  and  the  d<^ 
was  thrown  open.  The  cayalier,  then  doffing  His  plpib.^ 
hat,  stepped  boldly  forward  into  the  apartment,  mtutbig.a 
pourtly  reverenfce  to  Master  Lientenant  and  his  companj.  • '  ^ 

It  was  a  large  square  chamber,  with  two  bow-wiiiaW^' 
o^^ening  on  the  river,  and  richly  furnished ;  a  table  itx  ^he 
middle  Deing  set  out  with  much  glitter  and  luxuity  of  riands^ 
At  this  sat  three  personages.  One,  a  grave  ndddl^-i^p^ 
man,  with  hair  curling  in  iron-gr'ey  masses  on  h!^  should^^ 
was  evidently  the  lieutenant,  from  a  wardfer  stahAing- b^h5n4 
his  chair  with  a  massive  bunch  Of  keys.  *Th6  hext  walr  fw 
.evidentbr  his  euest ;  a  tall,  well-made  m^,  'v^ith  kj^,  Hbxj^ 
featured  fiice,lialf-buried  in  a  scented  T>eruki^.'  He'had'i^ 
habitual  smile  on  his  li]^s,  and  somewnat  weak  buf^lfV^y 
eyes.  He  was  dressed  m  the  richest  'fii^hion  Of  liie'  .time|. 
bedizened  in  velvet,  lace,  and  gold  enibroitIeiy,'Wiih  sereriS 
lustgbus  rings  on  his  plump  wmte  hands.  The  thifd'^  tiiBI^ 
was  a'lady  past  her  meridian,  but  with  the  remains  Of  great 
l>e||uty,  which  she  had  done  her  best  to  revive  by  "all  ike 
reflpources  of  the  toilet,  being  rouged,  patched,  jewelled 'and 
iaced  in  profusion.  Moreover,  she  had  a  voluptuous  cast"^ 
features,  and  an  eye  whose  expression  did  not  appear  much 
diastened  by  her  matronly  years  and  station.  '*'  ') 

\  The  two  latter  persons  looked  at  our  traveller  with  sbitiEl# 
..curiosity,  and  Sir  John  returned  his  salute  with  a  stare  and  f( 
/aod.  '  i 

**  Well,  sir,  your  peremptory  purpose  with  us,  which  cotfid 
&ot  wait  till  we  ate  our  strawberries  P*'  said  the  'lieute|ialkt? 
scrutinizing  his  visitor.  He  perceived  a  Hu^  slightly 'mark^ 
with  the  small-pox,  distinguished  by  a  veir  resolute  ' 
audaxsious  expression,  and  a  profusion  of .  %ht  musta 
and  beard.  His  eye  fell  then  on  the  boy,  who  scenied  ^1 
four  or  five  years  old,  and  who  stood  paring  at  hin^  with  a 
fine  startled  eye,  as  if  in  wonder.  The  child's  figure  Was 
slight,  but  tall  for  his  age,  his  complexion  extremely  fait,  n^ 
features  so  beautiful,  that  it  was  hardly  possible  to  l<^k^tit 
him  without  interest.  His  hair  was  Ions,  and  euried  in  mrown 
ringlets  down  his  back.  He  was  dressed  in  a  very  rustic  fltylel 
in  a  short  coat  of  grey  fustian,  yellow  stck^ldngs,  and  a  widi^ 
brimmed  hat,'  bucflea  with  a  leaden  clasp.  /       *  \  ""  ^  . 

"  Hease  your  honour,  my  purpose  is  ueH  explainod  in  tM$ 
paper,"  said  the  traveller,  in  reply -to.  Sir  John's  question* 
The  Heutenant  caught  a  glimpse  of  ihe  seal,  and  took  the 
letter  with  a  very  important  ^*  a-hem !"  Then  earefully 
Gutting  thjB  silk  string,  he  opened  tiio:  pap«r..aad  read  iw 
oonteais  with  a  grave  and  thoughtful  biQW.  .  jieanwhHe  the 
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gentleman  at  table  played  witK  the  tassel  of  his  doublet,  and 
t^  lieutenant's  wife  took  a  deliberate  surrey  of  the  travdler's 
ffs^rson  and  eauipments.       ,  , 

;.  "Oom^  himer,  man/'  said  Sir  John,  walking  to  one  of  the 
windows ;  "  I  must  guage  you  a  little,  to  see  you  have  no 
sp)9^^1^  goods  in  your  hold.    Snow  you  the  contents  of 

,f*  dpi^us  far,*'  xeflied  the  traveller,  quietly,  sustaining  the 
ll^teniiat^s  scanitmifing  look.  **  Xt  is  an  order  from  his 
"l^fsty  to  ad"^^  y^^  honour's  poor  servant,  one  Claude 

p^^.yalf'gentlemaaQf  the  body  to  the  Lord  Aumerle,  to  his 
^ jfdsjbip  s,  p^e^enee,  now  connned  in  the  Tower  oh  charge  of 
tici^i^qn,  ^d  pf  Qonqern  in  the  late  attemnt  to  seize  on  the 
caiti^  .of  ipubliinu.  Your  honour  will  juage  if  my  story 

--'*'.  Y^W'  '^^^  y^eU,  Your  name,  you  say,  is  Claude 
{Jh^alP*  ,;8{ud  Sir  John,  smoothmg  his  beard,  with  a  musmg 

^^  *\  So,  X  have  heard  these  thirty  years." 

Q,,'*  jalet  to.Mervyn,  Lord  Aumerle  P" 

I,,"  GeuUeman  of  the  body  to  the  Earl  Aumerle,"  said  the 

toveller,  with  dipiity. 

f?"  And.  this  ehjldP"  inquired  Sir  John.      "The  order  of 

council  says  nothing  of  hun.    What  is  he,  and  why  is  he 

hwep"  ■    '' 

r.  f  *  Methought  your  honour  would  not  refuse  so  poor  a  comr 

tort  to  a  prisoner  as  to  see  his  only  child,"  said  Claude« 

lipg^jij^^^atipe^^^    "so  I  made  bold  to  bring  him  on  my  own 

f)</jy<nu  thought  wrong  then,  sirrah,"  said  the  lieutenajat. 
-*^'^^"r    ."  Mme. orders  are  positive.    The  earl  is  coni&ned  on 
e  afie(^g  his  head ;  and  I  did  never  hear  that  h^ 
_    I  fpi^"     \  , 

B  jf'Rojt  by  his  lady,  monseigneur,"  said  Claude>  eagedyj 
|*j^4;^^®^pre  have  I  brought  him  secretly.  I  do  beseech 
E&^»  siir^  dex^  not  my  lord  the  only  pleasure  ne  shall  probably 
J§s^,llgai!^  on  thi^  earth!"  ,.       ,       ; 

[i,/tj^i$  luatfur^l  son,  say  vouP"  said  the  lieutenant,  hesi- 
^ji^UBgly.  ,  f*  (Jirothi  he  is  like  him  cnoueh,  Wha^  say  you, 
JSSiiS^f'*  he  added,  abruptly  stuping  baek  into  the  cham; 
l>er,  and  addressing  his  wi^,  who,  seemed  encaged  in  an 
l^s^ting  conversation  with  the  cavalier  at  ts^le,  who  was 
jIflW  .amorously  towards  her  on  his  elbow. 
SaV  Bu>w  say  I,  Sir  JohnP  TrotK  if  it  be  on  the  article  of 
fffijftt  breeding,  I  must  needs  say  *tis  country-taught  to  leave 
appux  guest  so  long  with  an  empty  goblet,"  replied  the  lady. 


'. ' 
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widi  a  smile  art;  tier  guest,  wlko  edknsted,  floured  too,  $saA 
•miDff ed  his  laee  iHfi. 

"  Is  ay,  I  but  asked  you  if  you  marked  lite  likeness  be4;vr«ei| 
ttj  Lora  Auitterle  and  iMa  lanlawM  cttb  of  UbP"  said  t&e 
lieutenant,  biting  his  Hp. 

"  My  Ix>rd  Aumerle  u  a  man  of  a  most  nM»  and  eonrtiy 
presence,"  replied  the  lady,  carelessly  glancing  at  t^  boy; 
^  Crood  tmtiii !  there  is  resembianoe  enoc^k  to  make  out  a 
ease  before  wbij  jcm^toe  m  the  land ;  but  &o  child  is  ftmff 
a&d  h^h  a  memer  eye.    How  deem  you,  Mr.  Pfepys  ?" 

**  I  never  saw  his  lordsliip  but  once,  and  thefi  Icir  a  mtumet^ 
Ikpoaffk  an  iron  grating,"  replied  the  geatleatan. 

^  Cm,  fie,  Mr.  Pepys  I  1  warrant  me  vou  hffro  Been  Mtt 
^  enough  at  the  ^ueen*8  popish  diapel»  whiJlifcer  they  dijr 
you  are  not  so  unfi*equent  a  visitor  as  suits  the  times, '^  refira 
i^  fair  hostess,  with  a  significant  smilo. 

^"Grood  faith,  lady,  'tis  a  false  report  of  Tsme  enxsaoMf^ 
said  Mr.  Pepys,  eagerly;  when  Sir  John  intCTinipted  Idm, 
somewhat  rudely —  '       ^ 

"  Well,  well,  Monsieur  Devrflle,  or  Dvral,  orwha^-s  yoiur 
samo  P  we  wWi  mduige  the  eavi  in  Hiis  matfeer  ^  oidoe^ 
Mark  you,  for  once.  Where  is  the  man  who  came  witit  yonf 
Oh,  Edwards,'*  he  said,  as  theoid  man  emerged  fimn  «  gilded 
aea^een ;  **  take  the  k^s  of  Lord  Aui&erie'a  aparteieBt,  and 
guide  this  gentleman  to  his  presence.  Lock  them  up  w^^^Uhmt 
OT  an  hour— no  longer." 

"Alone,  your  honour F"  said  Sdwaris,  wiHi  a  dai)ious 
glance. 

"  Yes,  alone.  Wherefore  not  ?"  replied  Sir  Jofen,  witi^^i 
i&arp  glance  at  hki  ^dle.  ^  TUm  order  is  «o  w<»ded.  An' 
tiioy  were  fox  and  goose,  they  were  iM  left  t<^ether  ilnr  aa 
instant." 

"Bring  the  child  hither.  Master  Duval,"  said  tiiedady, 
wdSk  a  t^  «miie  ait  iMs  last  observation.  **  I  would  give  kon 
some  fruit  and  a  fairy-like  taese  of  eherrit,  if  his  rustical  poll 
ea&  bear  such  uncwont  luxazy." 

"  And  merrily  too,"  said  Claude.  "  And  if  the  goMet  wetf^ 
a  thought  deeper,  I  would  humMy  cra^e  leave  ^  dsiak  so 
fidr  a  lady*s  health."  •  • 

^'Ihou  art  a  bold  compasiibn,  frigid,"  said  Sir  John,  wi<&  a 
glanee  full  of  «U£^cioB.  ^ 

"  Thou  shalt  have  it,  for  the  valoiir  of  askxae,"  pursued  >^ie 
lady,  with  a  spiteful  smile  at  her  husband.  **  Mr.  Pepys,  pray 
you  fill  that  tankard  with  the  Burgimdy  at  your  eflbow,  and 
give  it  this  ^od  varlet,  to  drink  our  hea&h." 

The  cavaher  obeyed  with  alacrity,  and  Sir  John,  throwing 
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l^Bself  into  Ma  aim-drnx,  begp  craeking  nitto  and  lnunmiiig 
a  tune,  aSecimg  to  look  with  indifiearenee  on  the  riyer.. 
Gkude,  meaiLwHLe,  took  liia  goblet  witk  a  profoBioia  of 
Frenek  aeknawledgmentB^  and  j^edgii^  the  lady-iiieuteiuint's 
health,  drained  it  to  the  dreg?.  l£e  bej  imitated  hizn 
directly,  and  aa  if  ooofieioas  of  the  animieiy,  hnighed  as  he  set 
d^wii  lis  little  gla^s,  wiikA  amadkof  the  lipe  which  feeHy 
eeheed  Pnyal'g.  JSe  aeeepted  a  bnnt^  of  grapes  ftom.  i£e 
IMy  with  the  saiue  firanlakess,  but  the  lieuteiktiiant»  as  if 
weary  of  the  «cene,  abruptly  desired  Edwavda  to  lead  ihe 
W9^*''  Chajt^  took  the  boy  in  his  airms,  where  he  was  kissed 
by  the  fair  hostess  herself,  with  many  eonya&endatioiis  of  Im 
Vimitf.  Edffiards  roeeiyed  the  bunch  cMf  ke^s  &om  the  war- 
d6V,  and  escorted  them,  out,  Claude  bowing  rather  to  the  lad^ 
tbili^-to  her  potent  lord,  as  he  iznade  his  eixiit. 
.  "  Marry,  Mr.  Pepys»,  aod  a  yeiy  peoper  maxk  of  hi&  caUiBg.*' 
S^  ^e  lady. 

.  '^  F^iiik,  mau^muLi  he  hatk  ^oaaie  as  plainly  lurking  in  hi» 
eye  as  any  fellow  I  know  xuEuaanged,"  r&gued.  the  cAwsMeas, 
who  was  cairelullly  |>eeliiig  am  apple.  **  But  now  let  me  <^er 
^ooir  hhiyship  a  sw^  sample  of  the  same  xieh  fruit  whieh 
tenuDHted  Madasoi  Eye--*^ooa  tr^h,  a  lore-apple  I" 

** Thid €ibade  Ikiy&l  will  as  eertainly  come  to  the Moeas 
his  master  to  the  a:ce,"  said  Sir  John,  rising,  and  walkifig 
hMtify.  \m  ftod  down»  '*  He  hath  '<galkws4ard '  lab^ed  on  his 
for^ead." 

*'  Many,  then  it  wiU  be  for  som«  offenee  that  hath  full  as 
jaeaek  siirth  as  misdiief  in  it,  lef^ed  his  ^y  wife.  *'  What 
■i^yson,  Mr.  Pepys?" 

''JSut  ifl  it  assured  my  Lord  Aumerle  will  come  to  the 
Moek  P"  said  Mr.  Pepys,  aaakiag  xte  reply  but  an  expressive 
amfle. 

i'^  Ne  donht,  as  soon  as  the  Londoners  need  a  victim,  or  the 
oenirt  a  peace-offering,"*  replied  Sir  John.  "  He  hath  throe 
potent  enemies— his  religion,  his  wife,  and  himself." 

"  His  wife  !**  echoed  ]^pys>  wi^  great  incredolii^,  as  if  the 
tiuBgwere  toMly  imnossicNb. 

*' Xes,  sir,^^4as  wilSe;,"  said  the  lieutenant,  gloomi^.  "  The 
bitterest  enemy  a  mam  has  oft  lies  in  his  bosom.  Theiy  haye 
been  separated  ^hese  seyeral  yeaxs  $  scarce  (Hie  year  married, 
ere  Biadam  eloped  wrfch  that  {profligate,  my  Lord  Howard  of 
fisioidce.  But,  heaven  be  pxaiBed !  heas  a^  poor  as  a  rat  or 
»«aya]ier,  and  they  are  suienng  bitter  poy^^ty." 

''Better  is  a  fast  in  love  thaaa  feast  in  luute,"  said  the 
lady,  with  a  gay  gLanee  at  Mr.  Pepya.  "  But  I  never  heard 
till  now  she  had  such  cause  for  her  hatred  as  this  fair  child 
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would  seem  to  witness ;  I  always  tkonght  he  loved  her  most 
umneasuredly.  Howerer^  if  this  accusation  of  the  yiUanooa 
Xrish  traitor,  Blood,  -mo'm  f&mdeii^^th^  axe  will  rid  her  not 
only  of  a  man  she  abnors,  but  malre  her  the  richest  woman  in 
England.  She  is  his'toasin/Hi'.  ?epjB,  and  heir  to  his  title 
aBaTastpQ88eBail)n8^'in(  haying  no  lAinl\a^  ^  ': 

>'  Good  Lord  !-i*Hutd  who!-lcnow»-«-ma3rhap  she  is  at  tbeh^t^. 
ton.  of  it  all !"  said-  Pepyfi,  insmn^  «p  m$  eyes.  **  Good  Jn^i^ 
the  wiokednMfl  of '  wonien !  (craTing  your  ladly^ship's  far^njh-  < 
•4fiut  p^rohanoe  the  poor  eairl  may-  lie  «b  .mafi^oos^  4$  mtJMIkA 
'Fsbm  all  <1hiit  I  heiu*^  hb  ha«  otiy  Jus  po^sh  reHgton,  a.  Tp£^<^r 
ykaatm,  and  the  mad  f«cy  of  tife  rabob  agttMiisi'him^'^  ^3 

':^^EnQngli  find  to  spore  to  bruag  hitti  to  the  ^wdusiti"  a^^i 

fl*_       T    V^  "... 

ov'tfOua.  -  ;7f 

*'  Marry,  the  earl  is  too  obstinate^'  veplied  tli0  llAfp  *^'htib 
hstii  ever  refbsed  to  dxyaroe  his  wife*  thon^  she  .s.W0a^,flke 
will  die  sooner  than  return  to  hhn.  They  say  sh0  was  ibriQ^L 
toimarry  him,  too,  by  her  old  satage  of  &  father,  and  JSo'^imtQi 
I  know,  was  her  &sst  lore  t  and  fiSrt  or  seeeod  loyea  «ce.v6if|ro 
hiard  to  root  out,  Mr.  Pepys.-^But,  good  kek  I  now  I  rextiem^o 
ber,  I  promised  to  show  you  my  Italian  yiol^  on  the  scwbril 
tenrace.    lathee.  Sir  Jolm,  Tvill  you  go  with  us  P*' 

'VKTay,  wife,  I  must  take  my  ronims*-you  know  it  i^  thfih-i 
hbar«"iie  repHed,  Vri&  affected  cheerfulness;  ^'Idanretruyt^ 
Mr.  Pepys  with  your  ladydiip,  though  the  times  are  nCii  jm^; 
y^rtuous  l^at  a  man  should  trust  his  own  brother--lmt  JSft, 
Pep^  is  married,  and  I  could  avenge  me— ha  I  ha !  ha  i"        r* 

;^<  Ha !  ha !  ha !"  echoed  the  guest,  rising,  and  with  eonrtfyl' 
grttoeassisting  the  lady  to  put  on'her  manue  9Ad  hood.  '.\  Bu|«  s 
that  were  a  poor  revenge,  oir  John,  semg  how  mafveUbusijii j 
yoilr  lady  hath  tibe  advantage  of  mine  in  beauty  V*  '  - :  =. 

^^Then  offering  his  aim  with  a  deep  bow*  and  carrying  ima 
phimed  hat  in  his  hand,  Mr.  P^ys  stepped  forth  into  .^fi>i 
conidor,  wilh  my  lady^Heutenant a  white  hand  repomg,#^jj 
his  velvet  sleeve.  .<  :^ 

ySir  John  looked  after  them  for  a  moment,  6hakin|[  his  Satii 
with  affeoM  playfulness,  and  then  threw  himself  -ittJU}  lime. 
chair,  with  a  deep  sigh>  when  his  eye  suddenly  encountered  .7 
the  mfotionless  figure  of  the  warder  behind.     H^  instant^  ^7 
attesnpted'tasinffybut  wiiih  such  bad  sucoese  that,  qponpyedat'-^ 
his  own  {JGolure,  ne  be^^  to  rate  the  fdllow  for  a  lazy,  loiter- 
ing, piying  rasqal  t  aud  havmg  commanded  him  to  remove  tiie  . 
viSods,  he  lei)/  tikie- apartment,  osten«ably  to  perform  his  duties 
iniisfce  fotrixess,  birt  m  reality  to  steal  along  the  corridor  to  a  : 
navrow  window  whiioh  overlooked  the  ioutk  terrace. 
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DtJTAL,  mean^iiklle,  ibbo^^his  omki^^  BenBm 

of^A^getf  -ttnd  giodilisy -ajttitsaeQtiC'i^  -ti  hadibir  basd- 
xom^OQp;  ^liefe  ^Edw^sda  ..paoraed  to  point  out  some  him'  r 
^^Msk^^mSidet  a  S^^d  vtaiseas^;  wUdi  -oie^  ^wen  about  tcy 
asitgilr^  HdMr/k#'flftiely  weI^^disccrvel<ed  thtt' bones  of  E^waed- 
Tt^^ikd'tl^  'yotm|^!DQjQ»  of  Y^rk^  wsardexed  by  l&eir'  niude^ 
Crookbac£:v ''B^^ttdd^dv that  t&e  Loid  Anm^  tnu  lodged* 
iii>A^  8ii^tfb^^,^tand  tlittt  \t^  bnildinff  inwMcktiiey  Btoo^ 
was  called  the  Bloody  Tower,  firom  me  many  sanfimuiiy^^ 
dAlte  wktd^  h^  b^JiJ^Hrrbtight  kL  it. 

»iyi($6^lttg  ^  liMei  8tam;aae,  Edwards  unlodted  an  iioa«; 
dfts^'^^^^ttted'  by  many  bolts  and  a  massire  ^^ain^  which  ad-' 
TBokiid^'MemiiO  a  sduEdl  daf>k  chamber,  scantily  fonuBhed^ : 
al^<lk3l^j|^a  db«fi^        below.    There  was  ano&er  door 
0]^it^}  ]^htly'«^,to  which  the  old  man  cikMued  and< 
km^k^dX'  ifo imswer was  ifetomed,  and motioninr  his oom*. 
panions  to  follow>  he  opened  it  and  walked  boldly  in,  ob*- 
soMxig  iiiat  ceremopies  were  fct^  cotirts,  not  prisons.  A  sonre- 
wtfilt^'ttn^ilpected  'sigh^  however,  indnsed  him  io  panse  aiid^:' 
sifik  Ids  Y(Ade  into  a  lower  key. 

•lOKe'^ehamber  in  which  they  found  i&^nselres  was  laree,  hat ' 
exceedingly  gloomy,- being  h^hted  only  by  a  high  barred  win«^i 
dilM'tiifotigh  whi^ihthe  evenmg  sun  fell  dantingly,  and  threw 
aSum^ctS'bttt  t^se  it  touched  into  deep  shadow.    Beneath  : 
tUi^light  stood  a  desk,  on  which  were  a  silrer  crucifix,  a  inas*^ 
sive  candelabru93^f  and  writing  materials  scattered  about.    At^ 
Hsii^hy  half  ^noealed  in  a  huge  ann*cluur;  sat  a  stately 
foidii,  4^  h^ad  supported  on  his  hand,  and  apparently  so  lost : 
itf'^^d^itat^,  ^at  he  noticed  neither  the  knock  nor  ther* 
entrance  of  his  yisitors.    He  was  dressed  in  black  velvety  : 
trla&i^d  witli  e^ttisring  jet  ornaments,  as  if  in  moimiing ;  and 
a  fi^tnt)^  hat,  hfms  besiae  him  on  the  desk,  drooped  heavihr 
wte^lumes  pf.^  same  funereal  colour.    His  W,  whicb 
wi^-'gHiasled'byer  with  premature  old  age,  had  once  been 
gldi[^4  bladk,  tis  his  beard  and  mui^ehes  still  were.    The 
fight^ll  lyi  upon  his  face,  and  rey^aled  features  pecuhariy 
h&^ome,  but  marked  by  an^pressioiL  of  deep-melancholy^ 
aifd-  pale  even  to  |hastlinesab  IB^  eyes;  wh^eh  were  stretched 
uj^wards,  were  of  a  £ne  intellectim  blue,  biit  ihoc^  turned 
in  earnest  gaze  on  the  iron  bars,  it  seemii^  as'  i£  Kheir  sense 
was  lost  in  thought.    He  had  evidently  been  writing  a  paper 
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Hrldch  lay  before  him,  for  ke  still  held  the  pen  in  his  hand, 
and  appeared  to  be  ruminating  on  what  he  had  written. 

The  amrtment  was  famished  in  the  taste  of  the  fifteenth 
oentory,  with  the  massiye  chairs  and  immoTeable  tables^  in 
whidi  onr  ancestors  flighted,  and  tiie  walls  were  hnngwithL 
camous  ta»pestry,  xepresMiting  the  Wartimes  of  Esther.  Jliere 
waB  a  door  open  oommmucating  with  another  chamberyin 
which  appealed  a  lofty  bed  hung  with  camaaa  damask  ruMsr 
QDilHPQidered.  This  cluunber  was  lighted  by  a  barred  window 
lookiiigon  hufe  batiieiOkMitB  and  riKxfs  of  houses,  sIoping^wB 
to  the  rirer  e^e^  whioh  glittered  b6y]ond< 

'*  My  lord,"  said  Ediwi^ds,  ^  here  is  <me  of  your  servants, 
wliOy  X  hope,  bnngs  ycm  xiews  of  better  cheer  than  yoft  are 
fMnt  to  hear." 

The  prisoner  started  from  his  thoughtful  attitude ;  and  is 
ihe  first  soipme,  laid  his  hand  where  his  sword  shiwldlusre 
iMn^  but  reeojIeotiD^  himself  instantly,  he  smiled  and  asad^ 
i^  a  tone  -of  satisfaction, 

''Is  it  thou,  <M  TalhotP— I  am  glad  to  see  thee  w«ll,  ^nr, 
rfaith,  though  art  honester,  as  the  worM  eoes,  than  Bouft^ 
tenths  of  the  unhanged.  Whatsi^youP — woo  is  so  unmiad- 
£id  of  himself  as  to  r^nember  met" 

.  ''Your  faithful  servant,  Qaude  Duval,"  exclaimed  ihe 
tovellw,  throwing  himself  on  hia  knee,  and  bursting  tnta. 
tears,  as  he  kissed  the  earl's  hand,  extended  to  raise  him. 

"  My  good  Duval  1 — you  have  letno  ^ass  gpow  under  your 
iiGffse's  hoo&,"  said  the  prisoner,  ^ageny.  "  Sut  where  is  my 
—where  is  the  child  F" 

"  Thaa  is  little  M«rvyn,  my  brd,"  said  Claude,  stepping 
aside,  and-diseloaki^  the  boy,  who  was  dinging  to  hig  tiotk^ 
and  gaziBg  round  with  visihLe  terror. 

"  'Tie  a  lovely  thing — ^I  [did  never  see  Italian  cherab  that 
matched  him  in  beanty !"  said  the  earl,  his  marble  compleiioa 
fanghtenioff  with  a  deep  glow.  **  Come  hither,  child**-!  will 
not  harm -^ee." 

"  Gro,  Mervyn — ^what !  art  afraid  of  the  noble  eentlemanP" 
mid  Claude,  taking  the  reluctant  hand  of  the  dnla,  who  slunk 
bade. 

"  No,  I  am  not  a£*aid  of  the  gentleman— but  what  is  thai 
Uack  thing  on  the  table?"  said  the  boy,  p^ting  to  the  -cad's 
hat 

"  Tut,  it  is  g<me,"  said  Aumede,  throwing  it  aside.  "  Give 
me  ^y  hand,  Mervyn'— tdl  me,  didst  ever  see  me  ere  nowP" 

"  3^ — once,  when  I  was  a  nauehty  boy,  and  dreamed  a 
wicked  dream,  nurse  said,"  replied  the  boy. 

"  Faith,  he  remfimbero  your  l<nrd8hip's  secret  visit  in  Cohh 
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vbU,  iHben  yon  saw  faim  by  toreh]iglit,  as  hie  slept  in 
ctib,"  said  Cluicle. 

''  Yes,  and  yoa  kktsed  hm,  and  toot  lips  were  so  faoir— like 
fire,"  continued  the  child,  neyertneless  putting  his  hand  in 
the  earl's.  ^  Bat  I  am  not  afraid  <d  joa,  because  nnrse  said, 
yon  loved  me,  although  yon  hated  me.*' 

"  She  told  iAute  trabf,  child,  albeit  so  qnaiatly,"  aaid'the 
priacmer,  pottmg  hack  the  boy's  fair  hair,  and  gazins  ^  him 
witk  dec^  and  sonowfol  eamestneeB,. ''  Look  h&ce,  Dmral !-« 
aaeyentiMseapaiklin^  eyes  and  pcvjEect  month  P  These  be 
the  gifts  of  his  beantifbl  bad  mother ;  God  grant  he  match 
hM*  not  in  widcedness  as  in  beauty  I" 

1^  Amen,  my  lord !"  echoed  Clsode.  **  Bnt  I  did  jnst  leare 
tibe  lientenant  and  his  ecmqrany,  maryelHng  at  his  dbse  voh 


flwnfehnce  to  yomr  lordship.  In  truth,  my  dearest  master— 
nofctaqmurvelwilhyimropudoiifl  on  the  matter — he  is  as  like 
yon  as  ever  son  to  fklker9*--hnt  £»r  all  that,  I  say  not  that  ho 
18  your  son." 

^Duyil,'^  said  tihe>esrl,  witlL  much  apparent  agitation,  ^in 
iKad&k,  mine  own  opinions  hare  nndergbae  a  atninffe  reydb- 
tiDtt.  Good  Master  Edwards,  haye  yoa,  perchanee, license  to 
leaye  ns  some  brief  moments  tkmib^ ' 

"  An  hour,  my  lord,"  replied  the  old  man,  odouringv  and 
starting  from  ^  attitode  of  esdzeme  curiosity  in  which  he 
was  lii£ening. 

^  For  so  mneh  thibn  we  excuse  yoar  kind  attendance,  old 
Tslbot,'*  said  the  earl,  gently ;  ana  the  keeper  of  the  negalin 
vanished,  with  some  ap]»nianee  of  confusion. 

^^TbB  old  man  hatn  iiis  faults,  like  all  human  exedknce," 
smd  Anmerle,  smiiing  j^bsidh'  after  his  jaakr ;  "among  thn 
rest,  unbounded  curiosity  and  credulity,  which  are  usual  omnp 
panions ;  but  he  ha^  seryed  me,  and  his  son  is  to  render  ma 
loose  good  for  mu(df which  I  did  ham  formerly." 

^Bnt,  my  lord,"  said  Duyai,  anziendy,  ^methonght  yon 
spoke  of  some  alteration  in  your  opinions  concoming  you]^^ 

''Else  deem  yon  I  should  be  seaaed  with  this  dread'for  hk 
safety?"  said  dbe  earl.  <" If  I  still  belieyed  tiie— the  tale— 
what  should  I  fear  for  his  life  from  thai  deyilish  pair? 
CUttde,  I  hame  learned  that  wlneh — thon  knowest  how  my 

rr  broken  heart  did  eyer  ding,  eyen  when  most  deceived 
those  hideoQS  forgeries,  to  that  stixmg  instinct  ^Mdn 
taught  me  that  eyery  <&op  in  ins  sweet  mns  flowed  from  this 
heut,  -which,  eyen  in  its  wildest  ntadness,  doted  on  him.  Yet, 
who  could  haye  thought  such  unnatuial  perfidy  could  be  in 
woman?    that  a  human  mother  could  rage  more  cruelly 
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against  her  offspring ihski &&huklied  sHe-wolf  P  'Tis  horrible 
but  to  jreaia  ,ST:icb  borrora^— yet  they  are!  HfitayeOr  fQrjra^e 
me  the  injury  mv  infatuated  cjredutity  has  already,  don^  thiBe^^^ 
my  blessed  cnilail/*  ^,  •.;']* 

And  with  tears  gushipg  in  quick  drops- fi:pni' his. eieM 
Aumerle  clasped  thi  b^  his  m  mi  passio^y  ^^ 
him — an  operation  to  which  he  subniitted  m  pilent  y<^4^4,mi 

"  Our  Eady  be  praised  for  this  T'.saidOlaudej  bKiihrn©  tbo, 
Sew  from  hia  own  Uds,  which  spra^  m  ^ite '<JSCT 
**Yet,  by  her  sweet  name!  if  ever  I,  doubted,. thajb,!]Sd 
Miry^wM  yours,  every  iiw5tyj«in.,n»i^L^,l*^„_, 
when  I  need  it  most !  '*  .    . ,    ., rr :./',.  f.  .  > ,t ;  »!> 

"  Thou  didst  ever  reason  with  xav  madness  fistFjtthja^^tcii 
sea,"  said  the  prisoner,  more  calmly^,  "Bi^.foj.that^. 
much  more,  Claude,  if  I  live,  I  will  prove  a  gi;^iy,{debtfi3fr5J 

The  earl  continued  silent  for  soioie  minutes^  £^9^^  i]^ 
at  the  chad.  "  Duval,"  he  said  at  length,  wim  a  Sigh, .  'i  il^^ 
for  one  little  crain  of  doubt,  how  nectaropsrw^re.t^iir^'Of 
joy !  to  feel  the  assurance  that  my  ancest(C»*s'  eldrijea  wpold 
yet  survive  in  this  beautiful  and  noble  fbrm- wbe^i^i^^ift 
laid  for  ever  low  I — ^But  at  present  I  have  no  tim-e  &r  -im^ 
dlbeit  of  joy.  Claude,  I  thmk — ^I  am  sure  I  may  eqnfide  1% 
theeP"  ::  ,     .:. 

"  To  the  last  drop  of  my  blood,  dearest  master  V*'  } 

**  Well  then,  I  mil  tell  thee,"  said  the  prisoner,  ,gl»n<^ffi 
oaiitiously  around.  "My  life  is  in  great  ieopardy-rrimiefdji 
am  well  persuaded  I  shall  never  leave  tnese  waM  alvve^Mt 
even  to  play  a  part  on  Traitors'  Green  *,  but  if  my  s<;»^  were 
safe,  death  has  no  terrors  to  me.  I  fearDi^v|d^-rrjEefu*fT^:p[^ 
I(know,  that  neither  his  mother  nor  her  paramQu!^  woi4d'h^9^ 
tate  to  shed  even  his  blood,  if  they  thought  \t  bbqi^s&i^  ,i^ 
secure  their  inheritance  from  me."  ,      '  v:^  ^'^»\5 

"  But  is  it  possible,  my  lord,  they  can  cairry  their  wiptedg8§% 
to  such  damnable  excess  as  to  bring  you  totheJbil^clijOBf^ 
charge  of  which  they  know  your  innooenceP"       '-'  .    .    ti/oJa 

"  I  laiow  not,  Duval  I  They  have  good  witness^STrrijieg 
accustomed  to  sell  the  blood  of  innocence^  T^.)(i^g;|9i;9fr 
me  not— 4he  populace  hate  the  mere  sound  of  my  j;i^9m^ , 
not  Dr.  .Tongue  preach  against  me  in  St^.  MjBotg%.<>ji 
Armada  day,  calhngi  me  the  .bloodthirsty  !^4.p)iat^i  who  .< 
wanted  power  to  be  the  B^amftP  of  this  gen^t^n  of  .>Uia  .  ., 
And  Cmude,"  continued  the  prisoner,  turning  still  pa^i* 
"kno^.you  not  fj^.the- chief  perjurer  against  me  is /that 
x)aurderpus  villain.  Colonel  Blood  P-  He  hates  and  feaxs  b^ 
too  much  to  leave  this  wort  half  done  1" 


;  * 


^-7^qg[i9  wiii^ir^^  named  the  Irish  Jxtdas  I"  exclaimed  Claude. 


wm 


"^^tit,  my^loind,  give  not  way  to  such  gloomy  fbrebodings- 
"  Tut,  puval !  'tis  ;not  for  myself  I  fear/*  said  the 


the  earl, 

tahf.  :'';Iflfe  hath' but  few  femutations  left  for  me;  my 

?li^E  g6be  down  ^t  noonday,  ana  left  all  darkness.    I  say 

f'Siiit  1  d)Ds5re  to  die,  for  I  yonald  fidn  live  to  restore  my 

*  *  'IrisJrJtnk  andname :  but  if  that  may  not  be — ^but  agaiiji 

,liM  fc^ulge  i^  ipieso  stA  thoughts.     Why,  aa  5iou 

(/-^^'iiauijr  yet  Be  wpllj  the  king  hath  acceded  to  mx 

iC'prznr^,  aiild  'grants  mean  audience  to-morrow  in  thus 

eon  of  mine,  umess  my  enemies  should  meantime  leam 

-'^  ""^iad' Ziffle  me ;  which  I  fear  not,  for  it  is  confided 


Jk?-'^    '  '*  ' 

'^uti'iiy.loifd,  what  good  do  you  anticipate  from " 

^*^T2isie^i  Claude^"  interrupted  the  esat,  drawing  a  paper 
fiktf  l&'dotiblet,  his  eyes  flashing  suddenly  with  excitemwit^ 
^%6j[d-iiete  a  document  which  will  go  far  to  clear  me  ^i  his 
#^7&  ey^8»  ^d  win  restore  my  son  to  aH  his  rights.  Careless 
as  he  is,  the  king  loves  no  injustice  which  he  commits  not 
himself.  If  I  Hve,  this  shall  be  done, — ^if  not,  my  son  will 
AifViv^  %o  avenge  me.*' 

^*'Btet»  my  dear  lord,  surely  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend 
vi$i%«n^  vieidence  P  "  said  Claude,  shuddering. 
^"^•^^'Htpe  Imow  what  sort  of  hounds  are  on  my  track," 
sj^ite^'^i^'jjrisoner,  wilh  an  anxious  glance  around  the 
iwimwt':  ''^My  enemies  have  committed  themselves  tod 
Ske^y;  aitid-like^  murderers  after  the  first  blow  is  struck,  they 
dare  nop  let  me  live.  Who  knows  what  secrets  this  tapestry 
f^irl^^fh;  Ihival,  these  walls  could  telL  many  a  fearful 
lids;  if^'^ey  had  tongues  to  speak.  I  have  sounded  them 
about,  and  they  give  mtoy  a  hollow  answer.  But  no  matter. 
W^^i^etm^  not  upon  me  in  my  sleep,  they  shall  not  find  it 
^iptftkr^&  wotk !  mj  good  Claude,  it  is  not  their  policy  to 
M^  me  £e  a  traitor's  death,  for  then  the  rich  inheritance 
^Qffyhbfe  to  possess -would  be  all  forfeit  to  the  crown.;  yet, 
"^erefbre  ibey  have  involved  me  in  this  Irish  conspiracy,  and 
Mbed  'Blood  to  include  me  in  the  general  accusation,  puzzles 
my  fudgment." 

"•Ikfayliap  they  depend  on  their  favour  with  the  king  to  bar 
fbB  eonfisaatioa,"  said  Duval,  anxious  to  dissipate  we  still 
more  fearful  alternative. 

<<It  may  be  so;   and  the  belief  comforte  me/'  said  the 


TOisanar,  calmlf .  "  And  &air,  £stexi  to  b»  witk  attentkmy 
XhiTal,  for  wluit  I  sajmnsfc  be  lettered  clearly  in  your 
waaory.  Boubtkss  you  were  snrpnaed  ai  the  hoi  luuste  with 
which  I  sent  you  to  orine  this  (£]ld  frcfm  Wales  to  vimt  me 
in  nxf  diEranee— I,  tinto  ^vmcon:  his  very  presence  ooK^e  inltiBed 
kocior,  thooffh  IotIb^  him  dearer  than  mine  eyes ;— in  ito 
xeoemhiiag  the  poor  dog^bittai  wretch  who  thirsts  uto  dea^ 
j€^  ag<mizB8  at  the  fti^&  of  wnter*  Listen,  theit,  t&  the  'con- 
tents of  ihis  paper,  which  I  mxv  well  caU  my  sakation,  thoiifiii 
ihon  w^  manrel  when  I  ieJk  mee  *iM  a  letter  from  my  w»y 
hBOdght  at  ker  oommand  hj  no  move  wclcomie  messenger 
than  Kood  himself;  and  thsw  I  mean  to  showto  tiie  Id^^ 
and  none  shall  deprive  me  of  it  hot  wi&  my  h£e.** 

The  eaii  eontinned  opening  a  paper  m  he  spoke,  and  EtH* 
Mervya,  who  had  now  got  oyer  &s  paxac^  sot  on  his  knae  aa 
he  read  it,  playing  with  a  jewelled  miniature  which  htm^  en 
his  breaat.  Ihceited  as  he  eyidentfy  was,  Anoiiei^  read  m  a 
deep,  atified  tmdertoae,  aa  if  1^  leai^d  that  its  eontents  udght 
teaA  some  listener,  tknigh  there  seemed  little  eatise  i^  ap* 
prohediflkKa,  aa  l^ey  hadluMiffd  Talbot  bolting  three  doera  afteir 
bim  as  he  retired.  Tlie  ocmtents  ran  tkos,  ihg^Ktlybrokaibjr 
Hie  earra  comments. 

''My  Lord  Anmerle !  (for  it  is  thus,  Chnide,  tbat  my  aiee> 
ikmate  and  fasthM  wife  addresses  her  imprisoned  hui^bitad), 
my  Lord  Anmeilel 

''li  ht  wiliL  coctfeme  paia,  and  mtEtsk  doubt  of  mr  ow& 
judgment,  that  I  wriie  to  you  ouoe  mon^  and  fo^  we  livt 
timec  bnt  I  am  orerrsled  tiy  those  who  haye  a  rig&t  to 
aocaet  this  edsiiilaissaoe  fiom  me.  (Ha,  truly!  tbeyiiaAi^ 
fiowsrd,-^-<Hr  honest  Miaster  BloodP)  I  write  not,  my  Iai4 
to  deny  that,  in  i^  worid'a  ^e,  jm,  are  a  daeply-l^rcngid 
saa,  and  I  yo«r  wionffer;  liow  mr  wil&  jcu^ice  ao»  ^odMi^ 
fmae  mm  hcttrt  bett^  knows— ^00,  who,  aided  by^a  isSblSt 
whose  cruelty  I  daze  no  longer  accnse  to  that  tribunal  beibi^ 
whidb  he  faaa  anpeared,  tore  me  frem  ti)0  asms  of  the  <Mj 
JBan  I ersr  kred,  to  £lia  loathed pkce m  yoan.  Nmtik&t& 
I  write  te-iasnlt  rovr  misibrtnnea  in  ihli  ,tiuKt  I,  ao  iiij««ed 
hyyofab,  am  now  tke  adHtrix  of  your  Iste  almoat  aaeertelfiljr 
as  jate  hers^^^-^ad  ymt  know  if  yo«  haye  des^ryed  mtn 
moderation  from  me.  I  do,  indeed,  most  solemnibf  ayow 
bef<»7e  God,  and  wcndd  before  men,  beet  that  o^er  eonsidera- 
tkms  |>hiek  me  badk,  that  I  did  erer  hate  yen,  asd  ahall  id 
my  dyin^  day  and  hotir.  Why  would  yonstin  hold  awomn. 
in  your  maau  who  alihocs  the  mere  aound  of  your  name  P 
But,  in  truth,  I  write  to  resume  the  proposal  which  I  made 
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you  oft  befbre,  as  well  as  on;  Monday  se'nniglxty  by  m^  &iend. 
Colonel  Blood.  And  tiiese  tenns>  I  offer  yoa  again,  Teiy 
6arae»tly  prarjing  you  to  regard  your  Ufa  and  honour  better 
tiian  to  reject  them. 

'*  You  Iqdow  well  (not  to  e^eak  indisciee^y)  titat  it  is  in  my 
power  either  to  withdiaw  liie  dior^  on  whidi  you  are  a  dolcl 
Sol  priflon/er,  or  to  press  it  on  to  ita  bloodiest  eonsequenoe. 
Y^KL  know  with  what  passion  im  Lord  Sioward  and  1  deaoe 
to  xemoYo  all  bkme  fbom  oiht  life  by  &  public  marriage,  that 
08£  child  yossf  not  be  bom  alao  with  Teaaon  to  curse  your 
obfttiiMi^ ;  and  tius  may  not  be  without  the  drarch's  diroKoe 
betweeu^us  two,  which  halh  long  been  in  heart  and  peraoiL 
"tov.  fcodw,  too^  ihxkt  ray  Lord  Howard  is  not  rich,  and  X  wooM 
U9^  bring  him  beggaiy  as  well  as  so  mudt  infiiMe ;  lihereEfon^ 
I  made  Sl0se  torm^  which,  methinksy  are  as  &ir  and  equitably 
aa  reascm  ean  deTise.  You  ase  noi  nowto  leazn  that  I  am  heir 
to  ^Qur  ti^  and  rich  earldom»  i£  you  leave  no  lawM  iBsaa, 
wduek  3^su  win  ixe4H-if  ycm  fosoeFmo  toroon&m  by  pnblie  de» 
dara^n  what  I  have  abeady  aflixmed  ooncienKingtiie  ofaild^ 
S^pnald.  I  am  now,  howereiv  wiDinsg  to  confess  thai  he  i» 
ysoor  kmrM  son  and  heir  (as  Heavoi  witneaa^  so  he  is  I^,  and 
to  sufBiT  his  inheritaiKse^  aObeit  I  love  him  not  (which,  is  a 
fair  proof  he  is  none  ci  my  Lord  Howard's,  as  I  feogned,  t» 
madgffii  you«  and  avenge  me),  on  eosK^itMms  which  X  hezsin* 
aftarname. 

"  Firstly :  that  you  join  with  me  to  obtain  a  divoroey  oi 
groonda  <^  disajipQe^Eaent  ia  xdigkm,  .and  tiw  eompnlsion  used 
BgpiimitTnft.  whi(^»  a»  is  just,  you  must  arow. 

'*  Secondly :  that  you  settle  half  tiie  nmtal  of  your  eaMtm 
igpom  meduring  your  hfetime,-  and  tbar-manoa;  of  Mervyn/  ift 
l^r^etiial ;  alsoi  that  you  duarge  year  son'a  auooession  with 
l»..«iiBiial  payment  (in  ease  I  survive  you)  of  £ve  thouBamft 
jm/fAAmeB-  in  gold,  Plnis-  weighty  widdiiis  o&dy  aus  additioa.  ef 
'fum.itupmKm  Hynea  on  the  jointiire  sefctled  ou  me  ai  oar 


These  t€«raft  being  sattafoctorfly  oomlied  wi^,  I  wifi 
-yritibdra^t  ansni*  and  oisaHrow,  if  yov  wilTao^  in  legal  foxn^ 
jril4^UKtIhave^bziea]id  and  ten^tearto  the  opiBBOiL  of  your 
etm'it  iBegntimacv,  and  I  wiU  pdbiic&adiBDiiledge  him  the 
lnae^flB3Ld1^wMlteir  to  yoor  eatato^  bm 
'  -  "Otherwise,  though  it  were  to  cover  n^self  with  ^omam 
ter'tbe  day  of  doom  itself,  I  will  predttm  you  a  dis&nooiM 
mt/bfkf  and  your  son  a  bastard,  oelbie  the  pee»  of^EnglaQd, 
flod  dcfBaaind  ihe  inheiitanee  which  (fi<om  yoiff  nckly  aspeei^, 
meAmba  I  shall  not  wait  for  long,  unless  yoaare  soon  let  o«t 
of  your  donjon  to  the  free  air. 
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"  Tkeae,  itom  iha  iajm'eii  woman  whose  greatest  sorrow  Is^ 
that  sjiie  is  obliged  tofjsign  herself  your  loroship^s  wife, 

"PuTsl,"  said  the  earl,  gas{Hngly,  as  he  conaluded*.  /'  npw 
tell  me,  in  good  faith,  what  imnk  70a  <>f  this  ladv  P  "  .    .    ; .  ^, 

"In  ffooa  faithy  then,  my  lord/'  reDlied  CWde^." your 
•lady  hatn  eren  as  black  a  soul  as  she  hataiair  ,bp^,.  911a xo^ 
.thinks  that  rivals  the  angels.    But  w^t-  answe^  9^t  yxyt/ 

**  Canst  ask,  Claude P  said  the  prisoneiv  shaf^plr-  M^ 
4l3Uiwer  but  that  which  I  returned  to  att .  fg^^xv^  .prefit|'  1^ ,  ^ 
.oerauasions,.  and  which  shall  be  mylatf»MiFor.4j-,wheti^ri<ig^ 
we  BcaSbld,  or  torn  to  pieces  by  thfs  jnf4  poptil^cgt  dir 
^vtrngffling  beneath  the  murderer's  knifer-^neVerj  n^yw  •  •X&i^f 
«hair  nave  my  heart,  ere  they  have  the  word  thj^y  ,saek  F  ^, . ,. , 

"But,  my  lord,  surely  there  is  some  wondrous  ^c^elbjr  so 
black  a  hate  P  "  said  Duval,  soothingly.  "  i  •     >  ^^4 .-. I 

"She  never  loved  me,  man,"  re^Ued  the  earl,  /glo6|9uly; 
"  her  heai*t  was  fixed  on  this  villaiiu  JECoward ;  but,  seduced  oj 
4he  knavish  folly  of  her  father,  and!  that  fatal  dower  of  beauty 
vhich  was  all  sne  had-*I  forced  him  at  the  sword's  pQJnit  to 
jresijfn  his  pretensions,  and  wedded  her,  I  must  needs  owB^ 
•gainst  her  wiIl-*-but  then  I  knew  it  not ! "  ' 

The  imhappy  prisoner  paused  abruptlv,  and  Claude,  uot 
knowing  what  to  say,  stood  playing  with  Us  plume  for  9evf^al 
iitinutea. 

"But  are  you  well  assured,  my  lord,''  he  said  at  last,  not  so 
much  weighmff  'what  he  said  as  anxious  to  say  some^iing^ 
f  that  Colonel  Sydney  will  not  betray  your  counself!  Xhavp 
Jieard  he  is  a  near  friend  and  intimate  of  liord Howard's?/*' 

"  Tis  true,  but  his  very  soul  is  honour-r*I  will  not  Simxt 
my^end !"  said  the  earl ;  "  much  as  he  loves  that  rpgue»  ha 
Jiatii  taken  my  part  throughout  this  aSair.  Was  he  not 
feoond  when  I  challenged  JSoward,  and  mj  wife,  disguij^< 
a  page,  held  his  horse  while  he  fou^t  with  meP  Ah! 
we  not  been  parted  by  the  meddhng  watch«  I  had  indeed 
glutted  my  revenge,  andhnokedhim  to  pieces  beforeher  ^fftl',* 

^*  The  time  may  vet  oome,  my  lord !  exclaimed  DuvaiC 
•'**  But  if  I  should  perish  in  ihe  meantime,'*  said  the  earl« 
with  a  ghasUf  tmile,  "  if  you  should  hear  that  I,  the  melan* 
eh(dy  eatiioHo  earl,  hate  committed  suicide  in  the  Tower,  do 
thou,4»B  it  in  thy  prayprs,  Claude,  murder  !  In  that  case* 
than  w3k  know  that  mine  enemies  have  thrown  the  gauntlet 
to  £|Jte,  aM  it  will  be  in  vain  to  urge  my  son's  clain^i — they 
will  sink  mth  my  blood  into  the  earth.    I  charge  thee,  expose 
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not  his  life  to  danger  by  any  attempt  of  the  soi^fc ;  th^.  time 
Irill  come.  Keep  ma  hidin^-plaee  a  seclret  frbm  (he  world, 
and  his  bir^  from  himseli,  till  he  is  able  tdirithfltattd  theit 
machinations.  Times  inll  alter;  and  snrely  now  they  are  at 
the  worst*  These  tempe&Ui  wiJl  purify  itiip  pLagae-tainted 
atmosphere  of  men's  o^nnions^  and  a  sil^hme'  i^oiir  which 
will  fiive  the  lilies  of  justice  hght  to  bloom." 
'''**'jfut  win  not  silence  con&m  their  possession  till  too  Ifit^ 
to.T>edi8patedP"  saidDnVal. 

*} ..^xid' irh&t  ptoo&  conld  be  adduced  against  it?"  said 
Atoierle,  ss^It-  'J  5*is  letter  P— -they  will  call  it  a  ft)rgery  I 
^Ofi,  irHai  inaaness;  was  it  ihat  blinded  me  so  that  I  perceivt^ 
iiofr'her  piirpoae  %hen  she  rung  my  consent  to  a  public  dedla^ 
j^tjnnoi  ih&cMid^  death,  threatening  else  to  expose  all !  and 
X-i-ioJy  !fbbH  x^h;  ,wt6t^  led  by  a  mad  credulity— well,  no 
snore  i '  rinky  lire  to  repair  my  pretty  Mervyn's  wrongs.** 
^^'  i;ild^  he  smoothened  back  the  child's  fair  ringlets  with  a 
looh  of  nnn^rable  Ipve  and  sorrow. 

;  >*?'  Yoti  wiH  live,  my  lord — ^we  shall  all  lire— ^»  hear  Merryn 
'Castle  ring  with  the  festival  which  shall  celebr$;te  your  heir's 
rostoralaon!**  said  Duval. 

^*  Well,  well,  I  am  willing  to  look  on  the  sunny  side  of 
iSihigs/*  said  Attm^rle,  with  a  melanchc^y  smile ;  **  but-^ 
|hoa  knowest  I  am  not  held  a  coward — ^but  I  did  nev^ 
Bee  that  man,  Slood,  without  a  chfll  of  horror — not  fear.  I 
feel  as  if  my  evil  genius  were  then  in  presence— but  Ihese; 
perchance,  are  but  sickly  fancies  of  a  troubled  soul — let  theiii 
^^&6,  -Buval,  I  intend  that  you  sail  to-morrow  for  Calais, 
imd  Xhaye  devised  a  plan  by  which  to  elude  the  Dutch  and 
l^p&l  cruisers  as  well  as  our  own.  Old  Edwards  hath  a 
^911-^-3  hoted  smtig^er — ^but  at  present  carrying  letters  « 
nltt^qtie  agatiist^thQ  French.  Se  commands  a  little  schbotier 
frt  tl^e  river,  but  having  acquauitance  and  understanding  witH 
the  whole.  coaAt  of  France,  he  will  be  able  to  land  yotf^afe 
Pmii,  luid  for  a  sum  of  gold  hath  agreed  so  to  do.  One% 
ptereJ^ypui*  letters  to  the  provincial  are  a  sufficient  passpoit.** 
fM***Tis  a  iharvellously  well-seeming  plttttj  ikiy  lo^d,"  said 
Cfiide, fiUliig uj his  master *spause. 

,  "  The  vessel,  is  lying  at  Woolwich,** .  continned  the.  earl> 
^feit  the  crew  are  principally  in  Ii6h<ion;  at  a  house  oia  the 
^W^e,  kept  by  an  md  servant  of  myfamiiy— you  rememb^ 
her.TTemperauce  Bradley  P  The  inn  is  -oaBed,  if- 1  mistake 
not,  the  Aumerle  Arms ;  and  Caplaih-^dWatds^is  tlW^e,  whb 
will  take  charge  of  your  safety  until  to-morroWj^lien  yioh 
will  sail,  weather  allowing.    Spare  not  till  you  Ipvo  placed 
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my  800^131  tffifety  at  Saint:  €aBier,  SSidvOii  the  mstaat 

TTith  jour  good  new84    If  yon  find  me  alive,  you  ^taiH  a^t^ 

findixie  tmgratefal." 

'  *  Oh,  mj  dottr  lopd»  do  not}  3ri«ld  to  ieuek^ad  thotk^tfc" 

<'  L  ottxmot^  bfilp  them,  ClniadaJ.  QObeyoome  over  me  Vke 
tiba^gloom  befozetke  8tonn«^I  loMmr  iie^.iiv^eiBGe:  jiior.  Ikh^ 
But  X  do  hope  Buick  £n>m.  my  intervievr  with  the.  Jiaa^ 
to-monrow."    J 

The  earl  now  unlocked  the  ded£  before  him,  aad  otpeninejfv 
secret  drawer  secured  with  a  spring,  took  oat  a  letter  BeaSed 
with  his  arms^  and-  dired;ed  to^  &e  !Bather  ProTineial,  J}k 
Olira,  at  the  Jesuits*  College  at  Saint  Omer,  and  with  it.  a 
eauTass  bag^  also  seaied; 

"  Here  are  a  hondred  gold  doubloo&Sy  Claude,  to  bear 
your  charges,"  he.  conttHued.  '^llii*  letter  is  to  my  good 
friend  and  early  tutor,  De  Qliv^  who  is  now  at  the  coHege^^ 
on  his  visitation^,  present  with  it  this  bill  on  my  iBarifi 
banker,  for,  though  I  know  the  good  father&needoio  bribe  td 
do  me  a  service,  myson  shall  owe  notbing  to  charity.  I  also 
commissioiL  you  to  place  in  the  padre's,  custody  my  jew«ia^ 
and  insignia  of  the  garter,  which  he  may  preserve  as  meaiMi 
io  identify  my  son  at  a  ^ture  da^" 

Opening  a  gold  casket,  ike  earl .  took  out  the  j  eweUed  chson; 
find  dragon  of  the  royal  order.  Attracted  by  the  fieiy; 
stparkle  of  the  jewels,  httle  Mervyn  made.  a.  bold  clutch  at 
them,  and  the  earl,  amused  b^  his  e^emess,  l^rew  the  coUas 
o^ver  him,  and  it  hung  glittering  almost  to  his  feet.  The  es^ 
eeeding  beauty  of  the  child,  azufthejoy. which  lightened  ovei; 
his  face,  strucK  ihe  earl  with  a*  mingled  passion  of  sorrow  and' 
delight,  and  tiirowing  himself  back  in  his  chair,  he  hid  hia 
face  and  wept. 

Mervyn  seemed  suddenly  to  susp^  that  it  was  he.whoi 
caused  mis  burst  of  ^ef,  aad^eardaiming, 

"  Don't  cry,  firip--I:  will  not  take  them  away — I  -wdll  noBt»" 
leaped  into  his  father^s  arms,  and  kissed  him  with  childiAlz 
effbrts  at  consolation. 

At  this  momant  the  dimg  of  a'  door  was  heard,  and 
Edward's  voice  in  angry  expo^ulatioUi  A  deep  rough  voioa 
replied,  in  a  louder  key^, 

"  I  tell  thee,  my  Cerberus  of  jewels,  and  jewel  of  Cer- 
beruses,  I  must  ana  wiU  see  this  caged  earl  of  youiiB.  Here 
is  my  warrant  fVom  a  hand  which  Master  Lieutenant  hath 
allowed,  ^ap  in  hand.  Prithee,  unbar  the  den,  and  let  us  into 
this  cat-a«anountain ;  he  is  too  well  tamed  to  tear  a  body  to 
pieces." 

Edwards  seemed  to  mutter  something  in  reply,  and  began 
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tnfttteniagihe  matmre  dM,  after  knoddng  to  agmfy  his 
ifiiientiOB. 

'*  It  is  Blood  i "  said  the  earl;  turDiog  ashy  paJb ;  and  almost 
as  Olaiade,  iiiio,  deflpitelns  adroBg;  neorveS)  wag  cosuiderably 
startled,  tttmad  tomnib  the  door,  it'waa  puahed  mdely  open, 
ODid  a  nmn  stepped  into'^e  apaitoKsnt,  £c>Uowed  by  Edwms.. 
i9o  peotdiatrwvfS  the  whole  appearance  of  tlus  bold  riaitor, 
tibatevea  little  Merryn*  screaioing  lustily,  crouoked  down, 
aod'hid  his  &u;e  in  his  father's  mantle. 
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CHAiPTEE  III. 

^  GOIONEL  BLOOD. 

"'Biseobv,  my- lord,  lids  somewhat  abrupt  entrance  into 
four  honouMvble  presence,"  was  the  new  visitor*^  address,  de- 
liYered  with  a  b^d  seruttnizin^  glance  on  all  present,  and* 
eonehiding  witii  one  of  ilireatenmg  inquiry  at  i^e  earl. 
'  **  O0I01M5I  Blood's  presence  always  brings  its  own  excuse— 
«b^arently,['  replied  the  eari,  with  &  deep  flush.  *'But 
ntetMnks  'tis^  somewhat  superfluous  oourtecnr  to  a^  a  pri- 
aoner's  pardon  for.  entering  his  dungeon,  si  thenoe  he  hath 
neither  means  nor  right  to  resist  such  authorized  intrusion." 

'*  I  shall  not  iixmble  your  lordship  long;  but  for  liie  brief 
i^paoe  which  I  needs  must,  I  will  antieioate  ^f&ur  courtesy  so 
flir  as  to  seat  myself,"  said  the  colonel,  throwing  himself  with 
perfect  nonchalance  into  a  chair,  and  kicking  a  stool  towards 
Mm,  on  wMch  he  leisurely  crossed  hi»  legs. 

Olaude  felt  his  first  emotion  of  alarm  and  curiosity  at  the 
appearance  of  a  man  so  renowned  for  almost  e^ery  species  of 
dttinf  ^Oznj.  rapidly  changing  into  indignation  at  hi* 
insolence,  but  he  was  obliged  to  suppress  all  exterior  signs, 
and  to  content  himself  wim  returning  the  colonel's  deliberate 
Bispection. 

iTe  beheld  a  figure  remarkable,  at  first  glance,  for  its 
prodigious  strength  and  muscular  symmetir,  liie  bull-like 
maseireness  of  the  neck  and  shoulders,  and  the  somewhat 
peculiar  largeness  of  the  head.  His  face,  however,  was  what 
chiefly  caught  the  eye,  and  fixed  it  iii  indistinct  fear  and  sus- 
picion. The  features,  considered  without  their  expression, 
tliough  perfectly  Irish  in  their  conformation,  were  not  un- 
han£ome;  the  lips,  though  thin  and  too  wide,  had  a  de- 
termined curve;  and  the  forehead,  although  low,  with  its 
massive  overhanging  eyebrows,  gave  the  idea  of  a  rude  power 
and  energy  of  mtellect,  able  to  second,  but  too  well,  the 
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Y)(^tion8  of  ft  OOBXB0  and  aensuai  natare.  Tlifck  curls,  pf 
close  jet  black  hair  clustered  round  his  head,  his  beard  and 
xnustftchbs  were»  if  possible,  of  a  still  more  raven  dye,  and 
grew  about  hia  lips  and  face  in  short  curly  bristles^  whiqlli 
gare  him  a  wild-boar  fierceness  of  aapeeU  But  it  was  the 
expression  of  these  features,  the  bloodhound  slitter  of  hji3 
large  brown  eyes,  which,  in  spite  of  the  boH  plausiblH^ 
of  his  manners,  excited  alarm  and  disgust  in  aU  whp 
beheld  him.  . ,-       /- 

Never  was  there  a  truer  index  of  character  tha^  this  man'tS 
risage.  Courage,  perfidy,  a  remorseless  energy  pf  purpose 
and  execution,  were  as  plainly  visible  in  the  working  of  }^ 
eye  as  in  the  acts  r  of  that  strange  and  sanguinary 'care^ 
which  has  stamped  ^lood  the  most  remarkable  villain  pf  ,a^ 
age  aboundmg  in  such.  V     =     vi' 

He  was  dressed  in  the  usu^l  splendid  ^]le  of  the  perioia, 
but  with  Bomethine  sinister  and  uncommon  m  his  choic^  «f 
colours.  His  doublet  was  of  bla^k  silk,  slashed  .with  7e^» 
hia  mantle  and  hat  of  yellow  velvet*  profusely  omaxp^extfy^ 
wilik  flame^eoloixred  ribands.  His  stockings  aad.  roEieiIgs 
were  of  different  colours,  a  collar  of  crimson  lace  corezjioia 
breast^  and  a  sword  of  formidable  lengith  knocked  at  his  heels 
firom  a  belt  in  which  waa  also  a  single  pistol,  vezy  richly 
mounted.  ,  / 

Having  seated  hiipself  to  hia  satisfaction,  Blood  amused 
himself  ror  a  minute  of  deep  silence  (during  which  the  ^^1 
seemed  hentatang  whether  to  resent  lus  insolent  efibpntery'^r 
not)  by  taking  a  keetily  deliberate  survey  of  ^ttle.iVten 
who  looked  at  him  witn  unfeigned  terrpr.  A4i  Jl^s^ji^ 
serv^,  with  a  pecnliar  smile, 

"  The  little  gen^eman  and  I  seem  to  haye.  a^Hnd  pf  ^ 
i^eooU^jStion  of  each  other — may  I  aeik  your  lordship 
my  xaemoiry  with  his  name  P  "  •  ^  ur  1o 

■^  OertainlY,  Mr.  Blood,"  repHed  the  ea^l,  withibrp^^ifjiga- 
'po«u)re.  "But  before  I  answer  your  ^^^stion,  aflowsofu^^ 
ask  what  urgeiut  business  it  is  whicli'coiiap^ls.ypu  ^  t))*c^^8o 
unwelcomelyonmjpiivaoyP"  .  .   .    ,   i. 

"  ThatvwiU  I. in. as  brief  space  as  you  mi^t>cri:|sh.a j^^fs- 
h(^er,*'' repUed  liher.visitor,  ^arelessjhsr.  drawmg  his  pistptf^as 
if  it  incommoded  him. .  ''.But  I  doubt  o^r,  audience,  though 
few,  isn(>t  fitk*'      .     . 

''  None  fitter,  sir ;  this  gentleman  is  my  most  trusted  ikd 
confidenldal  servant.  If  what  you  say  cannot  be  confided' to 
honest  ears,  I  care  not  to  be  of  your  audience." 

"Honest!   are  your  ears  honest,  £riendP"    said  Blood, 


haimg  to  Claude/  with  afi^ted '  Mtoiaahmevb,  ''  ManTv 
then— look  that  you  do  not  lose  ihem  in  the  pilkMryw'' 

;  **  Pfiith,  sn*,  i  do  not  think  they  run  any  riak  in-'a  conntiy 
irlc6re  your  honour's  are  safe  I  "^  teplied  Claude,  sharply. 

'  ,**  'Sbodikins,  man,  but  you  asnswer  glibty,"  said  the  visitor, 
^i^urili^  Ql^de  from  head'to  foot.  '*  And,  by  St:  Falmk's 
tb^rns,  a  Bkel^mau  of  the  sortl  dJoes  your  steel  ring  such 
^jarigline  liiusic  as  your  tongtte  f  *" 


Will  you  try,  sirP"  said  Duval,  colouring  and  clapping 
lUs  hand  oh  the  Mt  of  his  s^ord* 

f'f*  *f  [Not  on.  such  poor  cattle  as  thou  art,  Mend,"  replied  the 
"^TOldnel,  with  a  lau^h.  ''  Tour  eagle  will  not  be  craimaed 
^with  ofttine^  like  a  jackdaw,  and  my  prey  is  not  poor  serving- 
%en  and  insblefnt-  TasTets,  blit  princes,  dukes,  and  nobles  <ef 
^mcient  blood." 

r"  *^Peacey  C^udet*'*  interrupted  the  earl,  suthoritatiTely. 
^^  'AaiSL  fot  you;  sir,  either  explain  jaar  purpose^  or  rid  me  of 
'.yj^rt^sehce  which  I  freely  confess  is  the  most  dispIesMnt  to 
^ii£'of  any  on  tibis  side  death.  Wo  are  not  now  to  learn  of 
'-tth/BLt  great  felonies  and  high-soaring  -villaiaies  Colonel  Blood 
^SJ  capable.'* 

.'^  My  lord,'*  replied  the  colonel,  with  a  oon^boent  smile  at 
"tiiis  last  obserration  $  "  to  pass  over  an  eloquent  preambki  J 
.  had  prepared  to  usher  in  this  last  trial  I  shall  ever  makepf 
^  Jrbur  patience,  have  you  maturely  weighed  the  dietermination 
^  in;  wfuch  I  had  the  trouble  to  leare  yoa,  and  are  you  stall 
^^^xteolt(ed  t6  sacrifice  life  and  honour  to  a  Tain  sori^pdrP 
^'l^ottkaite  the  word :  I  am  on  my  way  to  the connoil,  eiUiisr 
"  HC6  litikwnh.  ot  canoel  my  depositions  against  yott  P  " 

**  The  justice  of  Enghmd  is  not  yet  so. deeply  pdllnted  i»>  its 
^ib^sotts  as  its  source,  that  I  shoold  fear  your  threats,"  said 
^iSie  earY,  ealmly.  *^  I  dare  not  think  so  meanly  of  aay  twelve 
of  my  countrvlnen  as  to  deem  that,  prejudiced  as  theyi»^» 
'^l^y'^HU  oonaemn  ah  EnsHish  nobleman  to  the  blodc  on  the 
^^-Wsupported  testimony  of  a  man  so  notorious  for  hU  in* 
*  '"^d^erenoe  to  all  tiek,  dirine  or  htmian,  as  Mr«  Bloods" 

**  Por  all  that  I  have  done  in  ti^  way  of  tiffs  with  Old 

'^Hif  other  Law,  1  have  the  king's  pard(»i  in  my  pooket/*  replied 

^j' the  cofeneL    **  And  as  for  the  justice  of  anvtwelye  men  in 

-Sngland,  it  is  worth  precisely  what  tiie  hignest  bidder  wiU 

.  jg^ye;   and  your   lordship  knows  if,  in  your   present  se- 

'  'pestered  state,  you  are  likely. to  carry  the  auction.    Once 

'diore,  then,  I  beiseeeh  you  to  oonsider  your  resolation-<^or 

the  last  time." 

*' It  is  considered,    for  the   last   tune — ^hear  it!*'    said 
Aumerle,  with  the  quivering  calm  of  concentrated  passion. 
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.^You  ttre  jeome  iaa.  good  isme,  Mr.  Blood,  to  witiiesSr  i2l 
common  with  my  Aorv^aixt,  Dural,  -vrluit  I  now  dedmre,  -and 
icall  Hearen  to  wtfcneai,  is  the  determinatian  inwhich  I  will 
liye  and  d^  .  QlliM  child,  on  whom  jonr  eye  dwells  with  'sudh 
peitiimcity,  thoiigh  ediioated  8S  the  .offspring  of  a  poor 
Cornish' woman,  I  hereby  aeknoiwledge  to  he  mj  lawfal  -scoe 
Had  sole  heir,  Bcginald  Lord  Mervyn*  Aud  ms  ffoeh  I  letsrae 
him  the  inheritance  of  his  alidestors  ;  vooner  than  part  with 
one  inch  of  Whiditonfchat  woman  and  her.panimieiir,  I  will -die 
as  many  deaths  as  the  utmost  raee  of  my  enemies  ooabd 
inflict !  And  thereto'!  call  yea,  0<SoDttl  Blood,  to  bear:testi- 
mony,  as  1  donbt  nxit  my faithfdl DayalwiU^ when the^tiiiiB 
comes." 

^' Witbn^  hearths  lafttdrpp!"  exchdsied  Claude. 

"  Say  you  so,  master  lackey  P"  said  Blood,  witha(jgiaD«e'4xf 
49^echle8S  contempt.  "  So,  tium,  .tins  bmsst  dl  mauteess  is 
yoor  lord8hi|»%  -mier  resohitiexif  You  refiwe  to  yield  ix 
little,  and  so  force  those  who  hare  the'  power  to  take  allf  " 

**  I<  defy  both  l^em  asid  you  I "  <  eahsaned  the  ■•  eavl,  nsis^; 
iwi^?  •tmm  Agitation.  '*  Befaae,  and.do  ycmr  worsft !  'Eaasmi 
is  One  above  will  avenge  me !  Yea,  I  am  certain  i  as  tfaat'JE^ 
ttow'lireathe  find  speak,,  and  may  pooh  eease  to  dschottltcr,  Hiat 
ei^n  in  the  sniail  arm  .of  this 'child  liveria  adj^t  whieh  akuiSi 
^80tiie  day ^ayenge  his  .i&tket^s  wroiigs-*«y,  myoed^i&weDLMB 
ffttiie^sprsyerar' 

'^  But  of  what  utfeis  *pttS8ien,  my.lordP"  xeteimed  "Bkood, 
Bsmsing  hiauelf  with  snapping lin. and  9irt'«  spdng^dif^gw 
eonoealed  in  the  pistol.  '*In  tmih,  if  the  hoy; calk 'yoa 
father,  'tis  a'&tttermg  e«mpUmeat^£c>r  he^isiet^nEmfBrfelitesfy 
perfbet  Dist.  Many,  how  nis  eyes  spaiile  to^vee  .this^sliai^ 
to^  of  mhte  l€«|y<iii'iiBd  .out !  i  wantant  'i&einow,iyo«iispsii^* 
ihon  wooldst  giye  ^  me  a  grape  xv?  twotto.  ^ay.'at  tiiis  ?  GauB 
.hither,  child!"  : 

And'  radely  «liitching  tibie  ^  fooy*a  ^aim,  in  spite  of  hia  shrteiol, 
•he  dMw  him' forward,  andwilh  «uchytoi0izee,>thatiOTpe]iii^ 
to  stumble  over  ihe''«too},die  felly  «ttd  hit  his  fordkieH^e^^aiiiat 
the  hilt  of  the  colonel's  sword.  A^Tedstream  instantlyc^Bhed 
ftam  his  brow,  and,  almost  simoltaneouidy,  Blood  jBMuwneg 
hiskfi^  on  the  ^joor^^strack  down  by  a-yigorons  hlow.firaHi' 
tiieeaaS. 

To  spn^g '"Again -^n^hi»  #set,  and  msh  towards  Aumerie, 
with  hffl  d^ger  raised,  was  .bat  an  instant's  woiic,  and  t^ 
eODseqaeAiees  most  [hasye  -bem  fatal,  as  the  earl,  though  un- 
armed, awaited  him  without  flinching,  had  not  Glaade  darted 
between,  and  dexterously  ddtching  Blood  by  ^e  wrist, 
wteaehed  tfvmy  his  weapon^  and  threw  it  to?  the  other  end  .of 


tke  apartment,  llie  ktier;  Bke-a  %«p  baffled  of  His  pr^, 
tniaed  with  axiditional  fiiry  oa  his  new  aasailaat,  aad  a 
strangle  conuaenced,  i^  iflne  of  which  was  very  doubtfol.; 
htEtilacki]7''the  mdse  brought  assistance,  jiist  as  &&  earl  was 
incduBS  to  part  ihercombataois.  .Edwacrds  and  a  warder  raa 
in,  'and  sncooeded,  wii^  .seme  'da£&eaMj,  in  t^^arating  the 
encaged  belligerents. 

i&^azEwhile  ^ie'faarl  seemed  ntteriy  heedless  of  the  brawl, 
saoBing^the  senseless  ishild  m  his  arms,  and  calling  for  help 
inia  tone  of -distraetien.  Edwasds  and  Dnval  eaane  tohis 
assistanee,  and  Blood  himself,  c^eroeiTing' the  impossibility  of 
Aiirth»:agg!reasion,>sidknl7  desired  the  W4ffder>  to  giye  what 
assistance  he  conld;  tiutn,  reseating  himself,  he  quietly 
stanched. the  .gODBwhieli  flowed. fomihie  own  nastrils.and 
birow^gianeing,  fi^mtime to  tkiie,;^:tike  opposite-group. 

-..An  eM  woman,  whoaa  Edwards -simmumed,.now  arriTed^ 
and  ['applied  Tinegar  .laiid  seme  alrong  waters  to  tho  child's 
tem^lsB.  Ai  kst  he.:remed»  bii:t  only  to  bnrst  into  a.  long; 
£;trm  "sobhon^  andcnfing*  dnmg  whic^  the  jearlsao&ea, 
cnvMsed,  and^hisaed^hjim,  withtlfce  passionato  tenderness  of  ^a 
yiaang  miother. 

.It  was  soon  SmaSi  rtkat  ,the  L^^bEd  had  unstained  .<Mily -a 
4dfln^:injiiry,  aad.iieFgrew:»or&eom^aed^  his  temfs 

«B(te  •  resbewed  by  the  avpeMranes  of.  his  enemy^.who  came 
ianrsrd  with  a  faoe  jaxBtm  disfigured  by  blood>  and.a.pa^fib 
fanuse.  on  his  ton^s.  Anmerle  haked:  at  him  with  a  stm 
tmd  dmM^  siyc,  Jkn^  wi^unxt  -  expecting  any  totimr 
attack.  . 

-^^iBe/naiif  a&aed*  Xoid . Aiimerie,"  said  Sloed^.m^  a  loud 
^aiid^eocnfal'im];^ ;  ^'^I  do  notiniendito  hnrt  yourlorddnp : 
.tibef^wWb  «fiSair  lajone  of  damnaJb^e,  Mky,  whseh,  for  my  pairt, 
OEsim>.wilHag^  tor  forget  rand  iovgire" 

'^  Blood,  I  know  ymt  will  neither  fecgive  nor  forget,"  .se- 
idttdAomeile.  "Idonotdaeire  that. Yon  should.  I  know 
'^liEttk  to  eoneiiide  j&om  Mus  seemisg  moaeisaUon ;  but  remeift- 
vfa«r,i^it.wtas  yeur  xiwn  insokmse  intieh  proToked  me  to  this 
liet,  which,  however,  I  do  most  heartily  rejoioe  and  exult  in. 
Jjkrir  '-gOy  whither  you  a»e  bdond.  Mr.  Edwards,  I  desire  you 
tnhow  Oolond  ifilood  out  of  my;;  a^iartment,  aadnever,  umler 
^dtaterer  pretext,  adaiit  him  again." 

■^  Gkiodness  mel  but  your  lutad  is  sadiy  bmised,  sir/'  said 
Mrs.  Edwards,  raising  herTinegar4>otUe.    "  Let  me  dress  it, 
finr.  a -biue  bruise  is  ton  tinles  easier  < to.  mend  than,  a  gre^. 
.€tood.liack,do,  sicT'.  , 

.  ^*  My  knrd,"  sakL  Blood,^wiiiient,  mrhaps,  he^^ 
tation  in  the  absorption  of  passicm,  ''1  do  not  intend  to  tremble 
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a-m&.  iaypi»«mw  agato,  btrt.  as  I  would  aoii  part -in 
ed  fi*oiii  one  ^hoxXL'  it'  needs  v&  stvetcfa.  of  faii£^  to-eoE  » 
c^^^  '»t«^»  I  bid  your  lordship  revy  cordiiklly  faareweU*  Toa 
hfure  straok  me^  Earl  Attmerie,"  he  conohided,  taming  dsadfy 
^idttte,  and  smilmg  with  inexpressible  ]nalie&^*' jon  Iukw 
struck  me,  and  I  bAve  not  retailed  tbe  blow-^^ok  that  jovat 
prayers  be  said  when  I  do ! " 

And,  without  Vjdting'  a  repbf ,  he    strode  to  tiie.door,/ 
stooped,  apparently  to  pick  up  his  pistol,  aadieftitiiBTainEL^ 
with  a  slam  which  made  even  its  mflssive  w«U  shake,  and  0ent 
the  dust  from  the  tapestry  in  a  doud.        '    *      ^  -"a 

•  The  effect  of  this  furious  roeech  on  tiie 'eaiiiwariasisaijiatK' 
liiek>us  and  strangely  deep.  Me  paeed  up  oadrdcyvto,  in;  a  atais? 
of  extreme  agitation,  his  brow  bathed  in,  damp  dews.  -Afe-kprti^ 
he  paused  amruptly,  and  teUing  Sdwards  liuct  ke-fisedednoaiiyl 
£ve  minutes  longer  privacy,  zecfuestefd  kirn,  to  retiaie,  with  i^aoi 
wa^er  and  Ms  wife,  into  the  aikteehamfeer.  --     —  ^or 

.  **  I  did  abase  myself  to  strike  so  inordinate  a^riilaiii^''  madx 
Aumerle,  when  th^were  gone;  *^yet  am  I  glad tfaer».'#ai^ 
no  mortal  weapon  m  my  reach,  else  had  I  sent  ImB,  tUaeiB 
wi^  unnumbered  sins,  before  Him  whose  ererf  law  faerlas 
broAsen.  And  yet,  Claude,  mjl>kxNl  thickeam- whea  I  reca& 
hsr  deadly  amite.  I  did  eyer  shrink  eTeni  from  Ms  bhndishK 
meiits,  wLn  he  seemed  most  my  fri^nd^  and,  by  his  de«]}irii 
artifices,  induced  me  to  sigil  tJie  Catholic  petition,  wh.oae>  dblift 
Tery,  it  seems,  was  the  signal  of  revolt  in  Dublin.  Mitimt 
jooudiould  hear  that  I  £a,re  oomamttod  suicide  CSaod^be 
wre  it  loill  be  by  thai  hand,"  <.•!.  tij.^ 

V.  Tb»  earl  paused,  and  glanced  gloomfly  azomid  tlie>wideaBil 
deeazy  chamber,  whidi  was  tiixown  into-  manfes  ^of  f  lAmAmt 
W  the  faint  rays  of  moonlight  stzeamiBg'inatt.'&r  ijrohtbaHb 
^ude  could  only  perceive  the  deadiy  pakaats^Msniitfeir'a 
te(jmres9  i)U!t  he  observed  hhn  start  aad  pooitt  towards  <a^art 
ofjthe  tapestry  which  either  stimd;  eir,  ctc^CSaadfli'Bfala^mittil 
eye,  seemed  to  stir»  He  replied  to  the  tacit  question,  JomA 
ever,  with  a  poor  .attempt  at  a  laugh,  aiid*«a.'BBivriBidicel:t^i^ 
was  only  tiie  wind.  . /^'  —  ;       !    •>   nvfi^ 

{■  f*'ibni&j  bee  so/',  said  Aumeiler  after  a  ^BiementkTpanaa^ 
*'  My  spirits  are  utterly  disturbed  and  off  their  hin^oKS  tMjr 
very  senses  are  the  fbcus  of  my  imaginatiGn  ^  my  heart f](kalpi- 
tate8,.ai]d  my  hair  bristies  wim  luxnor^  if  a  ipdank-creaksyJoira 
awaHow. twitters  onlihe  battiements  abow.  'Tetwaaitnotl 
who  eaisied  off  the  only  flag  lost  by  Qromwell's  army  at 
Worcester  P— JJ^o  more  of  these  follies  !— Claude*  I  shall  not 
rest  until  you  are  safely  lodged  at  Bradley's ;  I  know  them 
honest«    Here— aid  me  while  I  seal  these  papers.'' 
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V 

-firtwodoieed  a  Bmall  flint  and  fsbeel  hcaaahsB  eKr^bmate  as 
hm  sptasB,  and  lighted  a  taper^  which  Clailde  h^d  while  he 
80Kkd  the  letter  and  jewek  in  a  parseL  Ditring  this  opera- 
tkm,  he  ooa^fcixEaed  ^fessmg  tocL  Ditvai  tibe  nnportuic&  of  expe«< 
ditifiii,  and  ti^e  him  |aroBiiase  that  he  would  not  sleep  abo^e 
OBB  night  in  l^^onee,  tuiihe^  returned  with  his  intelligence. 

Meryrn  was,  however,  unwilling  to  jpart  with  his  glitterin^r 
to^t  doid  tiiowed  nnxiobiliabte  ittgns  or  anger  when  the  eon 
toDkit  £rom  hia:neBkA 

:t.f*«Tkaa  sMali?  have  it"  sepmi  mr  child/'  he  said,  kissing  his 
wounded  brow.  "  Who  Snows,  IkiTal  P  Perchance  -'he  majr 
wttm^taamdin^i^ih  konoor  amon'ff  the  peers  of  Englana» 
wbffft  his;;iin£wkau;fee  &ther-B  rery  £>rai  has  mouldered  into 
sltflfyiiitos  .iitiBlM  ^  Tdaoh  him,  Clande,  when  he  is  older>  how 
l^imdt:itei<*--dearnrt;  when  least  I  seemed  to  do  sol^TeH 
Jam  hmr  his'iiio^hev  wronged  me,  and  then  he  will  forgive 
me— perhaps  shed  soidaB  bitter  tears  over  my  ^ave.  And 
liamPf  tl3«sprry^nr4exfid  heart  needs  no  oath  to  bmd  it,  swear 
t0:mc^*^DnYai-''-«(ir6ar  eternal  fidelity  and  secrecy,  if  not  id 
fliei^jatf  ohiid'!''  ^ 

ss9Qiaieaaclext«sded  the  litde  craeifix  before  him  on  the  table^ 
HA  €llauda»  dropping  on  his  knees^  kissed  ^e  hcdy  syneboly 
iifcoa&anation  of  hSs  tdedge.  He  then,  at  his  mastaf*s  siui** 
g»iiim.  ripped  a  seaiTiAis  mantle,  i^  sewed  Ihe  papir 
aiidijoirek  in  ilv  together  with  half  the  gold  intended  for  hk 


:&{^Chibimiim£iit  of  pasth^  had  now  arrived.  Edwards  opened 
the  door,  to  announce  that  Master  Lieutenant's  officer  waa 
ii»iiiiig  toifecfeige  the  keys  of  ^e  wards.  Aumerle  chuped 
kiil^rafn^ohali  tenderly  in  his  aaans,  and  repeatedly  IdsBed 
liiii  III  ill  -yieoay^  w<nmd  ma.  his  brow.. 

«'tH7€M^ia(Bve  c  mas^  on  xne!''  he  murmured,  in  a  de^ 
tnri|eii-ttortr^hidi  this  is*  the  first  time  I  did  ever  emhnKMi 
Wviwiaiit^Bd^inluit  aa  my  son,  and  my  soul  bodes  it  id  Hie 

^r  £^e''MBr7^^be9i&  io  cry,  and  dinging  to  the  eaad^ 

neck,  said  that  he  would  not  leave  him — imd  asked  Claude  tf 

]»jm^ht;noirr0tay«-aDd  live  wilii.1ftLe  gentlemim,  if  he  was  a 

jibdwy*'*;-'    /J '-  * 

ocq^.tMy  Weei?'  Ee^nald,"  said  iJie  unhappy  priscmer,  in  a 

hw6kai  voice,  '^  Heaven  forbid  titat  I  shonld  onam  vOur  bright 

]^<lan^  dsetbiies  to  mine,  wMdi  axBiSetlrag  in^such  darkness. 

€k>'W]ih  Olamde,  my  ofaild-^bat.  be,  as  yeu^aiy,  good,  and  we 

9kaU  meet  again." 

.    The  earl,  unable  to  speak  farther,  motioned  to  Claude,  who 

fastened  his  maude  carefioUy,  and  bent  to  kiss  his  master's 


2d  WHranXBIABS. 

extended  hand,  hnii  the  latter  wning  his  with  extreme  emo-* 
tion,  and  uttering  only  ''My  faithful  DuvbI!"  took  Men^n'^ 
hand  and  led  him  to  me- do(Hr. 

Edwards. and  the  warder  <jff  :the  ke^  were  waiting  in  isb.e 
antechamber,  and  the  latter  mntteFea  some  obserraticxiS'ini 
the  earl's  quittiag  the  ohambe1^--*^bat  broke  off  inToluaitsnly, 
fltruek  by  tiie  snguiskin  his  eountenanee.  Aumerleadt^aiix^: 
a  few  steps,  proudly  striTing.to  ecau^uer  his  emo^on,  biit« 
few  convulsive  sobs  burst  from  him. 

"  Bid  your  fether  farewell,.riiild— your  faliier  1"  smdlhiifal, 
anxious  to  pat  an  end  to  the  misecac^  9eeiie. 

"  My  father,  Claude  P"  aaid  Mearvyn,  frith-  an  inaeeeat  look 
of  wonder,  "  I  thought  J  had  na&ther !    GtoeA-hj,  papa.''  ► 

"  Farewell,. my  8on4— ^HeaTen.iiiid'thv  t&ther's  hlmemg  he 
upon  thee  for  ever  1"  exclaimed  Aumene,  <mee  moreichiteh- 
ing  the  «hildto  his  breast,  and  kissing  it  with  a  gush  of 
iiears.  Then,  as  if  ashamed  of  his  em<^on,  he  set. the 
boy  down,  and  desired  Edwards  to  let  them  out  &t  U^^f^te 
ibelow. 

Duval  pressed  hiB  master's  hand  on  his'h^art,  lifledi&iei^ 
^yyn.i&hia  aasaSyfcndifbUowed  tibe  old  man.    Jna/motti^t- 
.they  disappeased   down  ^le   dark   staiioaae,  and  the  envl 
.returned  to  his  pzison. 


OHAPIEE   IV. 

ZSTELI.  aWYK's  APPEENTICE8HIP. 

Oi:u.iri>s,  on  finding  himself  «maneipated  from  t3a»:gi9Qmy 
shadows  of  the  Tower,  which  aeemoi  to  him  id&rkerthiaxL' 
<  those' of  any  o&er  bnikhng  :he  had  e^eac  seen,  regamedhis 
natural  t^heerfubiess.  .Not  so  little  Merryn,  althouA  the 
nisht  was  very  fine,  and  hnlliaat  withostairii^t.  Without 
w^  knowing  why,  the  child  was  frightened  and  melanedmilsr, 
starting  at  erea:^  shadow  of  the  .moilMstinsg  luraaes,  and^ 
anxiously  ini^piizu^  when  they  j^oiud  have  li^t.  Claude 
carried  >iTm  »till,  and  sang  as  he  went,  rather  to  aonnse  the 
child  than  from  any  gaiety  of  feeling,  though  his  heart  was 
of  that  elastte  sort  whieh  leaps  up  the  mosaent  the  pressore  is 
past.  He  seemed  to  be  wm  accraainted  with' the  part  he^viaB 
.  traversing,  passing  through  nmnberless  narrow,  crooked,  jmd 
dark  streets,  uniil.they  emerged  suddenly  on  the  shore  of  the 
river. 

London  £ridge---o&?7London  Bridge,  inrowded  with  ill^huilt 
houses,  whieh  sometanes  crossed  the  road  on  arches-— una 
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befose  lum,  res&^  on  its  iimxmi»rable  arel&es,  the  riyer  flow- 
ing piftcidly  beneauL  .  A  high  batti^oiented  gated  efendedthe 
entrance,  naoked  by  tovrees  of  solid  msuaoiiTy,  and  fiimished 
with  a  portenlLis  and  spiked  gate  of  masaLTe  timber.  The 
portenliis  was  alreedj  dowD,  mit  at  small  wicket,  in  the  xiglct 
tower,  was  open  for  the  eeaiTonienee  of  passengers,  who,  alter 
pmBamg  the  scarattDV  of  the  wateh,  Altered  a  dark  passage 
whioh  o;peiied  on  tlie  bridge. 

Inquiring  for  the  Anmerle  Anns,  Claude  learned  that  it 
was  kept  in  one  6£  the  tower»--^  fact  whi^  ke  had  eonjeo- 
tared  from  an  embiasoned  shi^  hung  over  the  portcullis,  and 
a  bnah  of  bireh  bassmg  beneath  a  lamp.  There  was  also  an 
inscr^ptijQai  in  luoge  let&rs*  over  the  arms,  whidi  promised  well 
for  toe  kind  of  elieer  to  be  met  within : — 

Lodging  and  Eatertauuaent  for  Man  and  Beast. 

Qood  Beef— 'good  Hay- 
Welcome  to  go— Welcome  to  stay — 
'  Miictt  to  have— 4aicC-  Littte  to  pay. 

latortfau  heoatel  Olande  made  his  way,  enteriz^  a  small 
oofortyaid,  surrounded  by  a  wooden  .gallexy,  which  eomnumi- 
ctKted  with*  ail  the  chambers  aboye,  and  inouired  for  miiw  host 
of  some  carriers,  who  were  drinking  and&eding  their  horses. 
'<  Do  you  want  the  master  or  the  landlord,  companion  P"  re- 
plied one,  deliberately  taking  the  pipe  from  his  mouth,  and 
whiffing  the  smoke  in  Crude's  'fece. 
.    "  Why,  the  master,  to  be  sure,"  replied  Duml. 

"Oh,  then— *Me*«  yonder,"  said  tiie  fellow,  with  a:kugh, 
.whidi  was  aAo<d:a{l  round.  ";Don*t  ye  see  her?  Yon 
'oomiiii  -arnnflfcing  in.ihe  ttAble:;  she's  been  to  «ee  the  'ones 
•mhbed'dovm. .  Ho!  mistress,  ye're wanted." 
'.  A  short i«t  paneheeon  of  a  woman,  with  a  face  as  broad  as 
a  Jcdl  moon*  md  crimson  with  exertion,  emerged,  at  this  call, 
firmn  a  stable  at  hand,  holding  u  pitefafork,  which  still  bore 
tdceos  of  reoent  emplc^ntent.  6he  was  attended  by  a  nymph, 
nthoseapwcaranee  certified  the  nature  of  ihe  office  she  helain 
the  estabiishmoit.  She  was  a  taU,  Ml,  weU-tomed  figure, 
though  characterized  by  an  air  of  habitual  laziness  and  inot- 
tention.  Her  face  was  fat,  &ir,  and.  finely-featured,  with  a 
rieh' hazel  ej€f  full  of  wanton  moistness,  and  a  sort  of  yolup^ 
taoHS  indolence,  whidi  was  not  wiihout  attraction.  Sue 
seemed  good-humoured,  from  the  smile  on.her  pouting  Hpe, 
•but,  on-me  whole,! there  was  an  air  of  donnant  wick^ness 
and  craft  qvreadoyer  her  countenanee,  which  seemed  only  to 
want  Qppartonity  to  deyelop  itself  in  deeds.  She  was  dressed 
ia  a  Wue  petdcoajb  and  coarse  brown  bodice,  with  a  straw  hat 
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<;ruslied  sliapelessly  upon  lier  head,  asnd,  tied  by  a  piqi^Hif 
tattered  riband.  Her  occupation  bad  evidently  been  holdlig 
a  lamp,  while  ber  more  vigorous  mistress  prepared  tbe-dwSfe* 
for  tbe  night,  and  as  slie  threw  its  gleam  over  Mi^s:  B;r*<fiey'' 
thick  shoulders  to  look  at  Claude,  it  was  dear  ilib  yt%nt 
smiled  with  no  unfavourable  sentiments. 

"Wen,  sb-,  and  wot  do  you  want P** waff  th6  hos^i^li 
courteous  query j^as  she  stood  puffing  andpdntingi  a,Ad'  #ipm^ 
her  face  with  the  back  of  her  hatid,  the  palttt  being  ^fe#i 
tainted  with  odoriferous  matter.  /  '   •  -  '      ^  -"  ^°* 

"  Why,  Mistress  Temperance,  how's  tMff.  •]^WvTd'ybtt'^^«t 
gotten  your  old  friend  and  admu'er,  Claiudd  !DuvMf**  eaidp^ 
cavalier,  and  presuming  on  the  license  d£  oid-Mendi^few 
invaded  Mrs.  Bradley's  plump  cheeks  wl A Ji^'c^^te'saiw 

"Lawk  love  you,  Mounseer  Duval!  Save  us T jthe' same 
man,  every  inch  of  him  V*  exclaimed  the  hostess,  ^femiliiig'  "frB^ 
ear  to  ear,  and  extending  her  fat  r^d  hand,  she  mtfft 
Duval's  in  its  grasp,  wringing  it  very  heartily:  ''  •*  WcUJ-IP 
sure!  and  if  you  ar'n't  as  welcome  as  the  flowers  df^M' 
call  me  no  honest  woman,  and  my  house  lio  better  tH^^ 
Old  Swan  opposite.  And  so,  Mr.  Duval,  ye*w  mamed  at 
last,  and  have  a  family,  I  see — after  aU  your  talkintgs'agttmst 
mattennony,  and  what  not  P"  '  ■  *^ 

**  Ay,  ay,  dame ;  after  you  disappointed  me,  I  took  uj  trffb 
thfi  firat  that  came  to  hand,"  repued  Claade>  with  a  wihkidt 
the  grinning  maid.  "Not  that  I  am  exactly matried-^na 
man  that  ever  loved  you  could  so  far  forget  whathe  had'ldfe. 
But  the  boy  is  mine,  and  nothing  to  be  ashamed  x^eiwr'.*' 

"  You  are  not  my  father,  Claude,"  said  Mcfvyii,  p>jBttisw. 
"  Papa  wearla  velvet  and  a  gold  chain — ^you  are  ni6t  p^jpjl^^* 

"Faith,  mounseer,  the  urchin  savoureth  nom&Sb^i^/.too 
much  of  my  lord's  look,"  said  Mrs.  Temperan(^ef,\'wit^^l&i 
acute  nod  at  Claude.  "  Well,  well,  I  can  see  my '^v^ij^  Wa 
fog  as  well  as  most  people.  But,  good  ladt !  to'tHiixk  hpwmj 
poor  master  and  lord,  truit  was  so  main  kind  to  tur  all,  ij^^m- 
self  corned  now  to  trouble !  Oh,  the  devils  !-^  WOiM  ^Ste 
a  stone  sob  to  hear  how  he's  a-served  out  by  the  wiHaiiKJtiifcbt 
wretches  wot  ever  was  V*  '   "  '^  '^ 

And  Mrs.  Bradley  burst  into  a  cataract  of  tears,  to  tife  in- 
finite amusement  of  her  attendant,  who  stretched  out  wr 
grinning  face  to  an  inimitably  rueM  expression,  which  aibsK^ 
forced  Duval  to  laugh.  ■  -^ 

"  Ay,  Mrs.  Temperance  I  he  was  a  good  master  to  us  all,' — 
and  methinks  he  nath  set  you  up  here  handsomely  as  yoiir 
deservings, — ^which  is  saying  a  wide  word,"  replied  he. 

"Why,  the  place  is  well  enough,  and  a  lucky  penny  it's 
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l)eea.  to  me,  the  fifty  gold  crOTms  my  lord  tossed  me  on 
my  bride-day,  if  I  had  not  married)  the  laziest,  gbod-for- 
aottingestj-drunkenest  little  scoundrel  as  ever  drew  God's  air 
in,  th^nklessness !"  groaned  Mrs.  Bradley.  "  But  howsome- 
dever.  Master  DuvaJ,  you're  entire  welcome  yourself  to  the 
Ibest  in  my  house,  for,  be  praised !  it  is  mine,  and  shall  be 
^p:^m0.io  jx^  4yipg,  uay,  as  right  it  should  be,  seeing  the 

f'^'Ws  w^re  all  mine :  for  (would  you  believe  it,  Mounseer 
rid  P)  iaie  little  viUian  hadn't  a  ha  penny  saved,  after  all  his 
and  long  service  with  my  lord,  who,  Tm  sure,  was  not  a 
.^[>l^^r.t07gntdgehii^  folks  their  little  pickings  !^-And  butler 
.^  J—^it  miie^,|n^  sick,  sorry,  and  sad,  when  I  think  of  what 

^ffool  I,wa»,t6  be  wheedled  by  a  little,  drunken- " 

'  f'But  wherp  ia  Mr^  Bradley  nowP"  interrupted  Claude. 

,r.CfvWhere  is  ,he;>alwaysP"  said  the  hostess,  throwing  the 
^Jif^ifbrjc  against  t^e  wail.'  "Why,  even  just  getting  as 
^^ynj[  as  a  tUm  with  that  dare-devil  rake-hell  of  a  caj^ain, 
i^qun^  ]p)dwards,  jSnd  all  his  crew  of  buccaneers  about  him. 
^^i|^'-&at  isn't  what  I  find  fault  with — ^that  may  be  all  for  the 

^Pq4  of  tte  Ixouse— rbut " 

j,  j**,Hie->ery  man  I  want  to  see,"  continued  Claude,  "and 
lii^  ia,  my r  business  here,  Mrs.  Bradley,  next  to  seeing  your 

own  handsome  fac6.    I  am  goinff  to  take  my  boy  to  I^or- 
jiadii^dy,  to-live  with  my  relations  tiiiere,  and  Captain  Edwards 
vijs  tkr^ke  me*    Can  I  see  himP" 
<  rJ!*  iHiepce-^Moll  Creswold !— where's  the  jade  P"  exclaimed 

^ix^  &a£ey,  turning  sharply  round. 
■•*55X*seli^c..mi8stis,  replied  the  damsel,  colouring  with  fear 

4Mt,th^  sii<fden-  turn  had  revealed  her  occupation  of  making 
'  feBe»,#.'li€Kr^lnwstres8^^ 

QQj."-Shfljfe  ti^  ge^^  up  stairs,  to  No.  3,  among  the  saaors," 
M\d'',i^T^^^i0^  "  Tell    *em    he    wants    Captain 

^^^93^sL't',  ,,    .  '     :  "  '  - 

yg.%XwvXivm^  himnp,  myself,  dear  Mrs.  Bradley,"  repKi^d 
-iiS#we>rJiaf0y.  "But  I  nope  you  will  give  us  your  com- 
rii§M^s^WW^^^^^  a.  pottle  of  sack,  to  talk  of  old  times.  Let 
j^^^I^vejpr^^ed,  chicken,  Mrs.  Bradley — ^you  were  famous  ut 

Btewed  chickens  in  my  lord's  time," 

-qj  3!he  hQ9t(9S6-K  smiled  at  this  flattering  compliment,  but  as 
7^o3J  Creswold. had  now  obtained  a  ank  fi*om  one  of  the 
yjMsr^i  the  conversation  was  cut  short  for  the  present,  and 

(jlaude  followed  his  fair  conductress  lip  a  flight  of  wooden 
.Btieps  to  the  gallery  above.    Here,  by  a  sudden  gust  of  wind, 

the  torch  was  extinguished,  and  the  giri,  protesting  she  was 

afraid  of  ghosts,  clutched  hold  of  Claude's  arm.     But  his 

usual  gallantry  deserted  l^im  on  this  occasion ;  he  shook  her 
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aomewiiat  lodely  off,  a&d  groped  Ms  wary  ttLcmg  a  narmw  eor-' 
lidoBin  darkneifl.  MoU,  Hoirerer,  darted  forward  with  ^reot 
mg^ji  and  uneeramomoqisif  iJireW' open  a.doonbetoe  hmi. 

A  corioiis  scene  presented  itself.  It  was  a  larger  awkwardly-i 
pbnmed  apartment  full  of  projecting  comixes  and  recesses^ 
aad  nearly  halfliaiiiging,  like  apentheuse,  oT^rthe  river.  A 
TBst  aea-ooal  fire  burned  in  a  cliimiie^  of  sneh  dimenftelm 
tint  it  looked  like  a  black  ante'room ;  fmd.aaroond  it,  seated 
at  wooden  tables  corezed  with  beer^jisgs,  tobaoeO/  arms^ 
vndeOQB  foimsy  and  ooaise  eeenlenta^  sat  tiw  most  miBee]l»> 
necmsgronp  whidi  Gkude,  in  bis  wide  expefieoiee,  bad  ever 
nen.  Some  dozen  ssilors  were  l^ere,  dressed  uk^  mem^ 
varieties  of  maarind  oos^ntme,  but  all  tenisbed  abundaziliy: 
witbaffensiye  weapons^  suckofi  pistoktandliangwrs. 

The  captain  of  the  band  was  easily  distinguished  hy  ^e 
tawdj^  splendour  of  bis  garb,  and.  the  general  respect  paid  tor 
hbn  in  a  rough  way.  He  was  arlarge^boaed,  Tigorous-looldng^ 
man,  abontlrirty,  ^ritli  a  face  bronzed  by  «mo8iimi«dJi«5£ 
ddp,. features  extremely  coarse,  a  clear,  bold  ey«,  and  an  ex- 
pression of  honest  good-nature  and  kindness  <n  heart  whidi 
made  his  oountenaace,  on  the  whole,  very  agreeable^  He  wore 
a  blue  coat,  which  .seemed  so  jioKLy  bedia^ied,  though  moeii 
&ded,  ihat  .it-  raised  sui^icion  of  WingbeioBged:  to  some 
sayal  officer  of  high  rank  eze  it  passed,  into  the  preamt: 
owner's  possession,  especially  as  his  searlet  woc^en  capan^ 
etmrBe  white  trousers  were  by  no  meaits  of  a  ooiresDondiiig 
character.  He  had  a  steaol  bdt^  stnek  with  pistols,  ana: a  v&tw 
luoidsome  hanger,  somewhat  ostentatiously  deeoasEted  witn 
sibands. 

But  there  was  another  object  which.  n»Ha  paitioulaoiy 
attracted  Claude's  obserration.  Seated  oniiheeaptain's  knee, 
with  one  slender  ann  round  his  burly  neek,  sat  a  young^and 
beautiful  girl — ^beautiful  in  spite  of  ra^s,  and  the  few  ariacles 
of  tawdry  finery  which  the  had  contriTedto  deoorate  herself 
withal.  She  seemed  scaroely  sixteen  years  old ;  her  figured 
wxifl  h^t  and  very  graceful,  though  somewhat  low,  an<r  her 
fiEbce  might  haye  ser^^  a  painter  as  a  model  for  Hebe,  so  fair, 
fresh,  and  sparkling  with  .gaiety  and  good-humour  was  its 
eyery  line.  Her  dress  was  of  the  most  tattered  and  poverty- 
stxicken  description,  but  even  her  rags  were  airanged  with 
intuitive  grace.  She  wore  a  short  yeUow  petticoat,  patched- 
in&L  all  l£e  colours  of  tdie  rainbow,  and  a  bodioe  so  ragged 
tbat  the  &ie  turn  of  her  nedc  and  its  whiteness  were  but  too 
viable.  Clusters  of  natural  ringlets  of  the  purest  gold^  which 
she  had  twined  with  some  flowers,  shaded  her  &ir  fkce.  A 
baaket  of  oranges  and  a  string  of  ballads  beside  her,  seemad 
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tajdeooU  tiifi  gsd'a  oeoupatbn^  and  when  Olaode  eaateied;  die 
ygmmmBgokg  some  Bea4>aUad.to  saittfaie  tnste  a£  her  audxtoryv. 
bat  with  so  sweet  and  rioh  a  vmoe^  that  a  Idaffn  ear  need  sol 
hjOYB  dudaiiied  it; 

"  JCIotr&Er  from  this  grofup  sat. a  Httle  maa-on  astocd,  with  a 
lar^e  fat  face,  a  nose  of  extnioidmaryv-dkiicinsioiis,  and  maalb 
#waiddiBg  eyes,  who  aenned  listening  with  Huuidlin. tears  of 
daUght'to  tlbe.  gadis  songt^— jogging^  himsaif' and  a  brimM' 
Iwmteard  of  ale  tokeep  iami 

Claude's  entraaee  obykmsijr distmlwd  the-gsod  meeting;, 
l!be  song  oeasedy  and  the-sGngstrees  made  am  effort  to  spring 
mm-the  sailorv'a  knee^  but  he  pulled  her  back,  witii  a  loiimi 
"B— n  it,  Nell,  what's  the  go  now?  artrafeaxd,  siri  F" 

^  ^'  Kot  of  mor  X  hf^e,  .so:;"  sud  Bond,  with  a  &unBh  of  his 

"  j^o,  mur  o'tk'  devil  himself  '  wben  Jack  Edwnida  is  Irr,  let 
aljone  &  Erenoh  iaokanapea^r'  lepHed  the  captain,  witii  a  nefoir 
suxrev  of  Duval's  person -and  aooontrameBta; 

.  **  Jmth,  Jack,  the  gentleman  is* net  a  man  to  M^ten  one/' 
saidKeU,  for  sooh  was  her  name. 

''I  am  able  to  take. mine  own  par^  pretty  damsel,  yet^X 
thank  you, "  said  Duval.  "  But  Captain  Edwards  mistakes  me  $ 
m¥  business  is  wiiii  him :  you,  perfajmsy  Imow  this  signaL" 

'Se  whispered  a  word  m  BdwardVeor,  which  seined  ta 
pioduoe  a  great  effect ;  and  ezciaaming,  *'  Lord  love  you  I  eo^ 
yon-re -oome  at  last !  welcome  as  Torbey  in  a  gide !"  he  f^rang 
1%,  and  shook  Claude's  hand  very  heartily. 

Nell  took  the  opportunil^  to -transfer  hers^  to  a  stool  neoe 
the  fire,  and  shadmg  her  face  with  her  hand,  took  a  smiling 
em^ey  of  the  new  guest.  The  latter,  as  soon  as  released  from 
i^e  eauor's  rough  weLoomej,gave  him  a  lettex^  which  he  tnmed 
cyrer  and- over  again,  without  opening; 

**  The  fiend  take  it !"  he  said  at  last,  throwing  the  pamr 
into  the  fire.  **  I  was  never  at  ooUege,  and  there's  an  enaof 
itr  But  I  see  it's  all  right;  you  are  thepopisher  I'm  to  take 
OE^  for  ballast.  On  the  skit,  eh  P  And  tne  yoxmg  un  is  yooB 
ladP" 

"  You  ore  well  informed  $  I  am  the  man — Claude  Duval." 

"  T^ery  well,  cast  anchor,  and*  take  in  beef  and  grog,"  con* 
tmned  tiie  joU^  mariner,  a  true  speeimen  of  me  fine  old 
blusterous  Enghsh  sailor  before  white  kid  gloves  were  woom 
on  quarter-decks.  "  We  can't  sail>  before  to-morrow,  'cause 
of  i£e  tide — meanwhile  you're  d^— d  welcome,  and  depend  on't 
Jaok  Edwards  takes  you  over  the  herring-pond  as  safe  as  a 
keg  of  brandy." 

**  And  give  me  tlie  sweet  boy :  I  will  nurse  him  for  you. 


siaster ;  I  see  lie  dotK  not  jaaek  affect  yoor  joaglt  bear^T 
aaidtlie  ^1^  extending  Jiev  anna,  and  little  Mvrym  leupd 
Wousl^r  wto  tbem.  ''AhVbawI  love  him  abready*  ,Sjm 
li£e  he  is  to  ike  Capid  painted  oyer  the  duke'a  playhouae/'  ^ 

<'  Why,  what  aila  the  DOy  P"  said  P«va]«imuling>  "Sd^^^nsA 
gfaprettTgirl,  ihoajnilk-sopF'  .,     ,.\'^ 

'^JSbj,  Dnt  I  am  aocold,"  shiyered  the  little  nir«hip»  €f^^ 
log  closely,  to  .the  bosom  of  his  ypnng  wnie>  jpho,  filfuipug 
him  fondly,  and  putting  her  rosy  cheek  tpthisf^fpnne^  fUMOii* 
sriotisly^a group ^ extreme beaaty^;,      .'.  i^.  ,,.,;-...,,«. u.i 

"Ay,  iwaxm  thee  there,  thotttrue,  eoif^,  o/ilj^,plctj^oj^ 
laid  Claude.    "  Where  should  faith  be  fouhd  in  this  wJ944ftl^ 
.not  in  a  woman's  heactP."  .  •'  ' ':  r  .  Ar-^-L  r  ^^^1  " 

i:  " HoUo,  MoU r*  exclaimed  Edwardfi»,'.f^iriMi i^^f^g^fkfiW- 
of  punch,  and  tell  your  mistress  to  malce  it.  s;^^  j^LOTa^^f^j/tbe 
bcandy ;  I'm  sure  it  don't  stand .  her  .n^ich^in'  ci^stoms*  4  •  AjbA 
now.  sir,  try  that  'ere  beef-^prime  Hambuj^g  ,dwa«  Wr.  b^ 

"  I  have  ordered  a  stewed  fowl,"  said.  Claude^  ♦  ^.  ^j  ^.jf 
'  "What's  a  stewed  fowl  to  take  infor.asea-yojaiftr^iig^- 
daimed  the  captain.    "  It  may  do  as  a  finishrofi,  lujp^.  ^ran 
over  the  barrels;  but,  for  a  beginning,  nothing  lib<^  ^- J^Pf)d 
bottom,  say  I  r  ^^Jj 

Thus  pressed,  Claude  set  to  work  at  the  dish  before  h^, 
«nd  in  spite  of  coarse  bread  and  a  dirty  cloth,  soon^.fmmq^ 
Tery  appetizing.    It  was  curious  how  quickly  he  tooK  ^e 
tone  of  the  society ;  he  used  the  slang  dialect  as  if  acj^us^ifigd 
to  it,  toasted  the  ladies,  drank  with  the  men»  gnjd'bec^ 
a  few  minutes  a  genei»l  layourite  .of  all*  and^par^i 

Claude  was  surprised  at  the  yiyacity  and  wit  of  t 

^  ballad-singer,  and  dbe   seemed  pleased^  ,wi%^,lu3^ 

gallantry,  a  circumstance  which  by  no  meaiO^  deligj^i 

..tain  Edwards.    Jokes,  not  remarlcable  for  d^ceoc] 

;;and  Claude  remarked  with  interest  that  Kell. 

iBolpured  up,  as  if  not  quite  habituated  M>.  i^  ^c^^ 

style  in  conyersation.  „,  ;.,,;., 

^  ,  In  Uie  height  of  this  scene  Mrs.  Bradley  enteired^wixh  ine 

stewed  fowl,  followed  by  ^n  idiotio-looking  b<;>y^  w^^ycamfd 

a  white  stone  bottle  of  brandy,  and  a  sjlv^er  t^nj^di  rP^ 

.  sack.     These  ^articles  were  placed  before  Claude^  iin'4/ptir* 

suant  to  riavitatjon^  Mx%.  !pradley  seated  herself  at  .tab^e 

with  him.     Claude  asked  all  around  to  partake,  bjit  ^  i^- 

fuaed,.  excepting;  merry  JS^eU,  who  protested,  with  ai^  arch 

spiile,  tha,t  she -was  tired  of  salt  beef.    There  was.  some 

little   difficulty  about  finding   Nell  a  seat  hijgher  than  her 

stool,  tiU  Puyal  bettiought  him  of  turning  his  chair  down, 


ib'^fiat  €ie  iei^^l^y  oratigc^girl  ftnd'Ke  sat  biilgbcmg  laacli 
^d(3tei?;tD  do  wmch,  however,  ifc  Trae  necessary  at  times  to 
%>teli  hold  of  one  another,  to  keep  the  scale  true,  and  the 

wbo^  tifft&t  was  conducted  with  such  ku§;hter  and  gpod- 
•  kdi^Oiired  gaiety  oa  all  sides,  that  Edwards  grew  mote  and 

more  suUen  and  silent.  Nobody  noticed  this,  however,  nntil 
'IToR  ^6hwVp^ld,'  whd  had  been  silently  picking  a  bone  and 
^4<!hl3^1ig,  give^Hte  a  slap  which  broke  his  reverie. 
-"-•^A^^y^fiSr'^your-thoughts,  my  dearP"  said  she,  with  a 
,^owi^g  snule  At  Xfejl  Gwyn  and  the  courtly  valet,  who  were 
_l«?THfe'^iJiQmifent'jfei^^  together  to  each   other's 

**  It's  a  jcjnm ;  I  djon't  care  a^splash  of  an  par  about  her,  the 

^®^-%aid  !i:ei  cbnjiradidting  her  look  rather  than  her  words. 

^'"^W!rf,  Moil,  ir^5ti!re  as  good-lookbff  as  her  o*  Sundays,  and 

Mi«i*Jj  =dtttogfe  liro  eveW  wind  that  wows.    Come  here,  girl, 

and  siVbninay  kii6cVPli  give  thee  them  gold  ear-rings  with 

^^  bright  stonfeis,  ?t^eh  I  found  on  the  drowned  lady  at 

I  meant  them  for  Nell,  but  she's  better  suited/* 
f  *^^'Antt  with  a  glance  of  huge  indignation  at  poor  Nefl,  he 
'^^^HiKM  Mbll-Oresweld'to  him,  nothmg  loth,  ana  triumpl^tly 
matalled  her  in  the  august  position  indicated.  Tbe  gul's  eye 
'.'Sioshedf  taid  she  almost  Bnatched  the  jewels  from  E^ards  as 
'1ri»^  £|3^e#  thdm  fiercely  out  of  his  breast-pocket. 
'^'"Way,  tiben,  if  you  deprive  Mistress  jN^eU  of  her  place,  she 
'tbtist  loAre  another,"  said  Claude,  by  a  gentle  movement 
^ *int|ii^eriing:Nel^  to  his  own  knee*  The  ^rl  lauj^hed  musically, 
i^OiSHfor^tt^niomeitt  Edwards  looked  senously  mclined  to  pick 
[oanreUhtijt  oa  second  thoughts  continuea  sullenly  smoking 

v^^^^fc^jfefne  liotr,  dariingNeUy,  this  is  all  nonsense,"  said  mmo 
''"btfl^,' tpOAkitog  to  the  first  time  in  a  subdued  tone,  as  Jbecame 
L^^&VIIpmte  x>f  Mrs.  Temperance  Bradley.    **  Do  give  over 

^^ktt  ratting,  there's  a  fine  woman,  and  sing  the  captain  that 

iloAgiriSii  you  w^re  going  on  with  when  mister  what's-his- 

nmBfi  ca^e  in." 

j-**-:^ Shall  I,  Jaisk?**  jsaid  the  girl,  8milingl5r  parting  Mervyn's 
{'Kq^  yho,  having  eaten  his  fiS,  resuuied  his  place  on  herlap> 

fdt  iftie  hiid  extmated  herself  i¥om  Claude. 

""  At  this  moment  the  loud  jangling  beU  of  the  hm-yard  wtts 

n^ard,  and  Moll  Creswold  was  obUged  to  resign  her  new 

Ecmours  to  answer  it. 

"  Do  what  you  like,  girl ;  youVe  not  what  I  took  ye  for/* 

growled  Edwards,  puffing  his  tobacco  very  fiercely.    "Do 

what  you  like — it's  nothing  to  me." 

•*  Nay,  then,  I  should  slap  you  on  the  face,  for  spoiling  your 

TOL.  I*  D 
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good  looks  for  nothing,"  said  Nell,  playfully.  "But  noir; 
Jack,  you  don't  pretend  to  like  Moll  Creewold  half  so  w^ 
as  me  r" 

t(  Why,  Nell — zounds !  yon  know  there's  nothing*  on  ecotb 
I  loves  better  than  yon,  when  you  behaves  vourself  lik^-  a 
lady,'*  said  Edwards,  looking  up  with  a  somewnat  bngktened 
expression. 

"  Well  then,  Jack,  I'll  sing  yoa  yoftr  favonrit?e  song,  a^d 
we'll  be  friends  again,"  said  Nell,  extending  her  hand,  wMck 
the  honest  sailor  let  his  pipe  fall  to  grasp,  and  wrtmg  itiso 
hard  that  she  screamed  out,  half  lanpikig  at  t&e  same  thn^i ' 
She  was  then  opemog  her  little  ruday  mouth  to  sing,  dfter ' 
bespeaking  attention  with  a  smiling  glanco  «£onnd,  whea;- 
Moil  Creswold  re-entered,  followed  by  a  tall  stranger. 


€  HAP  TEE    T. 


THE   aBEAT  FIBE. 


The  new  guest  at  the  Aumerle  Arms  entered,  mskms  A 
profound  bow.  He  was  wrapped  in  a  large  whit©  woo&n 
cloak  and  hood,  with  his  hat  slouched  down  to  his  erf^,  TL4 
was  armed  with  a  bltmderbuss  and  sword,  and  lUtogethier 
resembled  one  of  the  cifcy  watchmen,  who,  at  that  period, 
wore  a  peculiar  costume. 

"  Don't  disturb  yourselves,  ladies  and  gentlemen,"  said  thd 
stranger,  in  a  deep  hoarse  tone.  "  I  am  a  covid  iu  diffieultiesi 
and  this  here  warm  covering  is  borrowed  widtotit  leave  from 
a  eentleman  whom  I  knocked  down  for  following  me  too  dose^ 
when  I  didn't  want  to  salute  my  acquaintances." 

Duval  was  disagreeably  struck  with  some  of  the  tones  ia. 
the  man's  voice,  which  also  seemed,  somehow  or  another^ 
counterfeited.  He  turned  and  remarked,  without  any  pleasure; 
a  pair  of  glittering  eyes  fixed  upon  him  5  the  rest  of  ihm 
countenance  was  concealed. 

"  Don't  be  afraid,  captain,"  said  Moll,  smiling  with  a  good 
deal  of  malidous  meaning.  ''The  genmian  is  a  real  flash 
swell — ^but,  ^over'ment  and  he  can't  agree  abottt  some  little 
mdtter ;  I  thmk  they  want  to  grab  his  scrag,  and  he  don't 
encourage  the  ideer,  that's  all — eh,  Tom  P" 

"  That's  aU,  and  enough  too,"  replied  Tom,  with  a  hoarse 
laugh.  **I  hear  they've  prepared  apartments  for  me  in 
Newgate,  and  a  chaplain ;  but  I  a'nt  so  fond  of  taking  mine 
ease  in  irons.  They've  hunted  me  out  of  Whitefriars  itself—- 
curse  'em ! — and  one  of  the  bloodh<mnds  would  have  nabbed 


TJOB  0uugp  ras.  Si 

]9»lMtfttgbt,  &s  I  took  fi  nde  out  by  Hoosalawi  but  for  tliia 
cU  backer  of  inm&  Molly,  my  dear,  bring  me  a  pipeM  of 
that  ere  bitter  backy,  aoid  a  pot  of  brown  Greorge»  and  I'm 
sufig  for  the  night." 

80  Baying,  me  worthy  drew  a  stool  behind  a  projection  of 
the  s&^plaoet  and  there  seemed  to  give  hkaself  np  to  tha 
nndistorbed  enjoyment  of  the  restoratives  be  had  (Mrdered. 

-CSawi^'B  attention,  bowever  uneasily  called  to  this  person- 
age^  was  now  diverted  by  Nell,  who  asked  if  he  liked  sea-songsi 
(^MMRde  mii$aatiiy  reolied  that  he  liked  anything  she  liked,  and 
soii^^ted^her  io  f«lm  her  promise,  and  sing.  The  girl  then 
b^ean  in  her  sweet  musical  tones,  ^lancing  from  Claude  to 
Sdlfarda  with  eyes  bzimf ol  of  comic  mmumr. 

NELL  GWYN*S  SONG. 

The  sea,  the  sea,  is  En^and's,  ^ 

And  Eng)aad*B  shall  remain. 
Tho*  the  mig^ht  of  France,  and  the  world,  advance 

To  contest  our  ocean  reign ! 
Qaoth  gallant  Blake,  as  he  spread  his.sails, 

And  his  cannon  shoolc  the  waves ; 
Rre  away,  boys !  for  the  day  is  ours. 

Or  here,  ladis,  foam  our  graves. 
Hm  away,  boys  I  quoth  he  aeafcn. 

For  the  sea,  the  see,,  is  England's, 
And  England's  shall  remain ! 

The  fresh  winds  blowing  loud  and  strong. 

The  Spaniard  fled— which  rare  is — 
And  we  chased  them  far,  and  we  chased  fliem  long,  ' 

Till  they  anchor'd  in  Canaries. 
Quoth  our  admiral,  as  then-  castles  blazed 
'  With  guns,  like  a  stormy  night, 

'Do  they  think  to  firighten  us  ?  fire  awi^,  boys, 
..,  For  old  England's  might  and  rig^t  I 

Fire  away,  b<^ !  quoth  he  again ; 

For  the  sea,  the  sea,  is  England's, 
Axkl  England's  shall  remain  ?  , 


«  « 


We  snhk,  and  bmned,  and  we  took  them  all. 

With  gold  and  spices  laden,  > 

.,  .   ,  .  And  our  sweethearts  each  had  a  Jolly  haul. 

For  each  loved  his  English  maiden ; 
But  as  home  we  came — quoth  our  admfaral, 

I'm  going,  lads,  aloft  1 
And  he  died  with  a  smile,  but  his  dyin^:  word 

Was,  Fire  away,  boys !  now  board  her,  soft ! 
Fire  asway,  boys  ?  qnoth  he  again. 

For  the  sea,  the  sea,  is  Englaod's, 
And  England's  shidl  remain. 

''What  dost  thou  call  that  song,  lass P"  said  Edwards, 
wiping  bis  eyes.  "  Lawk^a-^mercy,  I  recollect  old  Blake  as 
pliun  as  a  pikestaff,  and  good  reason  I  should,  for  says  he  to 
me  one  day—- it  was  the  day  we  licked  the  Dutch  off  Port- 
lajxd — I  was  but  a  youngster  then,  and  had  never  been  in 

D  2 
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action  afore — Sajfk  he  to  mar— I  was  a^atanding  near  mr  f9S( 
and  my  teeth  chattering,  like  most  green  tlun^s  afore  tmy*Ki^ 
seen  a  regular  good  set  to— says  he :  '  Kow  mmdy  J'ack:*  stii^k 
to  your  gnn,  for  if  you  don't,  younker,  I'll  blow  your  ora^a 
out !'-— and  then  he  turns  away,  and  if  I  didn't  see  him  "wip^ 
his  eyes  in  his  sleeve,  my  name  isn't  Jack  Edwards-^tha&a 
all."    And  he  smoked  away  with  ^eat  vehemence.    •       m 

"  'Tis  called  Blake's  last  crmse-*-here  'tis»  in  the  t*Y^ 
Green,"  said  Nell,  producing  a  ballad.  s^•I 

**ril  buy  one  of  thee,  Nell,  and  there's , the ransomr'saifl 
the  captain,  clutching  the  ballad,  and  tossing  the  aongati»Mit4 
gold  doubloon.  ....  ...  ,^ 

*'  You  have  it  now — an  old  song  for  your  money,"  said^Hi^ 
Creswold,  with  a  tart  laugh.  ...  i 

''  And  I'll  have  another,  though  it  cost  me  dpuble^"  snid 
Claude  Duval.  *  . '    /m 

"  You  shall  have  one  for  nothing,"  said  NeU,  with  a  1^^ 
yoking  smile  at  Edwards.  .  ,    r.  /J 

"]£rk  ye,  Mr.  Pooval,"  said  Edwards,  awallowingt  l^ 
punch  in  one  huge  gulp,  and  looking  as  if  he  could  almost  cir^^ 
**  Ye're  a  foreigner,  and  I  hears  that  you  eursed  Erench  ftpgfi 
don't  imderstand  the  proper  English  way  of  boxing^^bvi^ 
You're  great  hands  at  the  sword.  Now  I  don't  pretend  ^ 
Inow  more  of  that  soirt  of  thing  than  a  reg'lax  downright  ciit^ 
and-come-again,  and  you  I  suppose  know  ^  the  dancing  tno]fi# 
of  fence — ^but  as  I  was  a-saying — ^wot  was  it  P — ^why,  d— n  naw^ 
if  I  stand  it — ^that's  all."  . , ;  -, 

*'  Bravo,  Jack ! — go  it,  salt  un  I"  shouted  the  g6ntiLeiaan>Ml 
the  woollen  cloak.  {•M»'^ 

''And  m  begin  by  making  an  example  of  you,  savSm 
interfering  where  you  have  no  concern.  Well]  JAiir.  Dosfffi^ 
will  you  'cept  my  proposition  P" 

"  Are  you  mad,  captain,  or  do  you  forget  whence  or  why  I 
come  P"  said  Claude. 

"  Why  don't  Nell,  then,  pay  mo  proper  attention,  as  she 
ought,"  said  the  captain,  ruefully.  "  An't  I  a-going  to  many 
her  some  day  P'* 

"  Come,  come,  let's  all  be  friends  and  4$mfortable-Mrilfip 
us! — what  have  we  to  do  to  quarrel P"  said  tibe  little .hbfft^ 
his  eyes  overflowing  with  maudlin  tears.  "CVxne,  eomenf^ 
agree,  agree,  and  grace'U  come  upon  ye! — and  let'a  ~ 


another  bowl  of  punoh»  wife."  .  .   l(> 

"It's  Sunday  morning!"  said  the  muffled  guest,  ins  toiKd 

of  mock  sanctity,  which  made  the  oompany  lau^  heartily.  >j 
'*  What  matters  that  P"  said  Edwards^  jovially,  for  Nell  had 

resumed  her  plAce  beside  him,  taking  oar^  however,  to  place 


Mte^rjrft  between  them.*  **  We'll  have  aiiother  howl  for  a 
ttjirt(M*^-they*ll  not  ^^dge  ila  a  little  pleasure  in  hearen, 
Sdeing  they've  b6  much  of  it  there  themseires." 
•  «'!riiffl  ar^riient  was  considered  decisive ;  and  Mrs.  Bradley, 
frji<^  had  &llen  into  a  deep  snore,  was  roused  to  prepare 
Akotker  -ho^lof  the  exhilarating  nectar.  But  at  this  moment 
Moll  rushed'ini  wild  with  joy,  to  announce  that  most  delightful 
eflhSl  s^ttlele'to  a  *  London  moh — a  great  fire.  Qliere  was 
really  something  fiendish  in  the  girl's  delight  as  she  announced 
fiifr''gretttirtfM '  or '  the  -  Inischief.  '♦  The  fire  had  broken  out  at 
iifeiSfejr'Fa«7iler''flithe  king's  baker ;  the  houses  on  each  side 
were  in  a  blaze,  and  the  engines  could  not  play  for  want  of 
ii«M]^/^9thfl(t'ft  globus  bonfire  was  expected." 

This.  was.  enough.  The  whole  society  instantly  rose,  and 
koMe  ran  iMi;  ^HbeSis'  others  threw  open  the  windows.  Among 
the  latter  werfe  Claude  ^d  the  gentleman  in  the  woollen  cloak. 
^SE^Tfb^  Hud  sky  i&  the^&ection  of  the  fire  were  illuminated 
by  a  broad  blaze,  over  which  tiie  church  of  St.  Magnus,  at 
iii  1»^  ^ftbef  hill,  deemed  like  a  gigantic  spectre  coming  in 
elPddfl^of  daikness:  The  bells  of  many  churches  were  ringing 
i&'dfb^te  f  peopie  were  running  in  all  durections,  watermen 
Jifiving'then^  wherries  towards  the  shore — everything  in  com- 
tdoib&Q.  This  was  irresistible ;  hosts  and  guests,  all  poured 
ftlttr.  OljfiMide  flrfatchedup  little  Meryyn,  oflfered  his  arm  to 
iti^^  "v^o  gladly  accepted  it,  and  they  joined  the  general  rush, 
Atf  ^  p^saied  down  the  stairs  he  thought  he  felt  some  one 
clutch  nim  by  the  cloak,  but  the  grasp  was  loosened  instantly, 
fildxiitfnki^i^he 'SftW  Tom,  the  highwayman,  pushing  past, 
Smposing  it  might  be  accidental,  Claude  hastened  on,  and, 
Smmg'th'e  V^dge,  had  no  need  to  inquire  his  way  to  the 
iwB<e-'Gi  diestruetidn. 


Vilv/    4f' 


sila  hij  CHAPTBB  TL 

THB   PUESTJIT. 

qlMfiixxi^-aU  'Fflsk-ibtreet  vms  in  a  bkze.  In  spite  of  every 
finviion  'Which  the  cumbrous  .engines  of  the  time,  worked  by 
ttoiuliabitatita,  could  miake,  the  whole  street  seemed  one  vast 
mmi  of  fiadieBk  These  were  rapidly  spreading — a  whirlwind 
of  smoke  and  sparks  was  driving  down  the  hill  towards 
24Mid<m  Bridge.  A  slaronff  east  wind  seconded  the  violence  of 
the  ^flames,  and  the  wooaen  houses,  filled  wiih  timber  and 
diarine  stares,  seemed  like  prepared  fuel. 
>>A.  large  erowd  watched  the  progress  of  these  events ;  yells, 
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icreams,  shcrats  for  help,  resounded  on  evieiy  side,  btrt  i£e 
^at  mass  looked  on  in  stupid  amazement.  The  distracted 
mhabitants  were  endcMiyotirmg  to  sare  their*  goods,  and  all 
was  the  wildest  conftision.  A  few  constables  appeared,  but 
they  also  seemed  out  of  their  senses,  and  did  nothing  but 
vainly  exhort  the  crowd  to  order.  The  confusion  was  too 
ereat  to  permit  Nell  to  keep  her  protector's  arm ;  he  saw  h^ 
forced  away  in  the  crowd,  without  the  power  of  resistance. 
But  shortly  aJterwards  he  perceived  her  standing  beside  a 
^^ftuhiTig  cavalier,  who  was  laughing  and  shouting  at  t^e 
flames. 

The  conflagration  continued  with  increased  fuiy ,  and  CivmdB, 
with  emotions  of  awe,  heard  the  shout  which  announced  tiW 
ai^earance  of  flames  from  the  steeple  of  St.  Magnus.  In  a 
few  minutes,  tiie  whole  churdi  was  m  one  vast  blaze. 

Meanwhile  «houts  of  "Fire!"  resounded  over  the  whde 
dty,  and  the  population  began  to  pour  out  in  every  direction, 
mad  with  mingled  fear  and  curiosity ;  for  rumours  were  now 
heard  that  the  Catholics  had  formed  a  plot  to  bum  London ; 
and  a  mad  fanatic  rushed  through  the  streets,  yelling,  "Godfs 
great  judgment !  London  is  falhng,  London  is  fated !  Notlun^ 
can  save  me  Jezabel  of  cities !  Lo,  the  Lord  blows  the  flames 
with  the  great  bellows  of  his  winds !" 

'  The  arrival  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  a  smaU  division  of  the 
trainbaads  seemed  only  to  add  to  the  general  distraction. 
In  a  diort  time  the  wee  had  increased  so  terribly  that  all 
Thames-street  seined  in  one  continued  blaze.  The  riot  and 
confusion  which  prevailed  began  to  make  it  dangerous  even 
to  look  on,  e&npecially  for  a  foreigner,  as  rumours  were  afloat 
that  either  the  French  or  Dutch,  with  both  of  whom  W© 
were  then  at  war,  had  concerted  a  plan,  with  ^e  Jesuits,  'io 
sack  and  bum  London.  Claude  grew  apprehensive  for  his 
own  and  the  boy's  safety,  and  thought  it  would  be  more 
prudent  to  regain  his  inn,  and  seek  out  Edwards.  But  to  his 
surprise  and  consternation  he  found  that  the  Are  had  worked 
round,  and  that  several  houses  on  the  bridge  were  already  in 
ablaze. 

For  some  minutes  he  was  in  doubt  what  to  do«  but  finding 
himself  already  an  object  of  suspicious  scrutiny  to  sevenu 
muffled  men  about  him,  he  thought  it  best  to  beat  a  retreat. 
Accordingly  he  made  his  way  down  an  obscure  aUey  leading 
to  the  river,  intending,  if  possible,  to  get  a  boat ;  but  he  htSt 
scarely  stumbled  half-way  down  the  uneven  causeway,  c^ 
he  felt  himsdf  seized  by  the  collar  behind,  and  a  voice  whieh 
made  his  heart  leap,  shouted— -" Stop,  rogue!"  Turning 
■harply  at   this   onunous  greeting,  Claude  perceived  the 


Iggnth^man  in  the  woollen  doak,  whose  appearance  had  already 
.  excited  his  suspicions. 

"  Diable  I  que  vovlez  vous  ?**  exclaimed  Dural  in  his  first 
surprise,  and  fumbling  confusedly  for  his  sword ;  but  Uie 
stranger  was  too  sharp  for  him,  and  seized  his  wrist  in  sucl^  a 
gripe  that,,  embarrassed  as  he  was  with  the  child*  he  felt  it 
.nseless  to  attempt  resistance. 

"  Don't  struggle,  it*s  of  no  use,"  said  the  captor,  very 
coolly,  and  raismg  the  flap  of  his  hat,  he  reyealed  the  coun- 
tenance of  Colonel  Blood.  **  And  now  you  know  me,  I 
suppose  you  have  no  objection  to  ^o  with  me  before  a  magis- 
ti*ateF  X  have  a  warrant — ^here  it  is — ^to  arrest  you  as  a 
iEVench  spy.  I.haye  plenty  of  assistance  at  hand,  so  you  had 
Ijetter  ^o  quietly  at  once." 

"  It  is  impossible ;  you.  have  mistaken  your  man,"  said 
dande. 

"Pal-de-ral!"  replied  the  colonel.  ''Are  you  not  my 
X<ord  Aumerle's  Fr^ich  valet  P  Surrender,  or  I  blow  your 
brains  in  the  gutter.  You  know  me,  I  see,  by  your  qualdng 
^yes.    Ko  more  humbug,  but  come  along." 

"I  will  not  stir  a  foot.  I  tell  you,  colonel,  you  are  mis- 
,  tak^,"  said  Claude,  unawed  by  the  pistol  presented  at  his 
Lead.    "  Pire,  if  you  dare ;  it  is  murder." 

**  That  child  in  your  arms  protects  you,  fool,  or  we  would 
jump  that,"  srumbled  Blood,  dropping  the  muzzle.  "  We 
must  try  anotner  way  with  you.  Ho !  Hill,  Green  1  dogs !  where 
aire  they  P" 

He  touched  the  spring  of  a  rattle,  which  gave  a  peculiar 

IKMUid»  probably  well  understood  by  his  confederates,  and 

.j^biree  or  four  men,  dressed  as  constaoles  and  well-armed,  ran 

down  the  court.    Blood  then,  by  a  sudden  movement,  en- 

,  4eavoured  to  seize  the  child,  shouting  to  his  comrade  to  aid ; 

llut  dea^terously  taking  the  opportunity  to  release  his  hand, 

diaude  retreated  a  few  steps,  drew  his  sword,  and  made  a 

.  |Aow  at  his  antagonist,  which  cut  the  hat  off  his  head,  aad 

,  gnused  his  brow. 

*'  Why,  then,  have  at  ye  I  To  hell,  French  dog !"  shouted 
Stood,  firing  hia  nistd. 

Luckily,  in  tne  darkness  and  hurry  of  his  aim,  the 
bullets  passed  Claude,  who,  meanwhile,  shouted  "  Murder!" 
.  "Bobl^eiy!"  "  Help!"  with  all  his  might.  In  a  momaiit 
ipllood,  obserring  the  ill-success  of  his  shot,  drew  his  hanger, 
and  rushed  to  the  attack.  His  satellites  followed  his  example, 
and  in  a  few  seconds  Claude  was  driven  with  his  back  against 
ai  door,  where  he  stood  resolutely  defending  himself. 

Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  dark  region,  hearing  his 
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crk»,  ]Mll  tMiF'h^ads  otrt^of  window,  and  joined  ike  onk&yt^- 
witkout  attcmptiirg  any  assistance.  Blood,  however,  e^b» : 
tiiioed  esliortin^  his  ussassiss  not  to  hurt  the  child,  a&d  their 
fear  to  do  so  did  Olattde  yeoixiaai's  service.  NererthldeBB,  , 
the  combat  fiiust  bare  been  very  briefly  deeided,  as,_thou^ 
perfect  master  of  his  weapon,  it  was  impossible  to  withstaad : 
such  odds,  when  a  new  ally  suddenly  appeared..    ■  »: 

*'  Shiver  my  timbers !  **  shonted  the  voice  of  one  ecakiisig  up.  • 
the  alley,   "iflve  to  one  I — it  isn't  fair !    What, '  Monnscwr 
Dooval !    S  tand  to  ifc,  sir,,  and  Jack  Edwards  is  your  baoker.-'t »  j 

A  vigorous  arm,  wielding  a  cutlass,  ibllowed  ng  .'tida 
address,  which  cut  one  of  the  ruffians  down;  and  elands  < 
heard  a  whistle,  evidently  blown  in  the :  agitation  of  ^  tiiaii 
combat.  He  was  now  engaged  hand-tO-hahd  with  tBiood^  Iteii 
ehild  screaming  and  clinging  round  his  iieek,  embammi^r 
his  movements,  though  in  some  measure  protecting  hitok  Hw  / 
whistle  produced  a  similar  effect  to  the  rattle  iiksmnm^nii]^]* 
new  combatants,  but  on  the  contrary  side.  A"^  ftvntB^e^.  w^ 
sailors  appeared  at  the  entrance  of  the  aUey^,  who,  seeii^t 
their  captain  engaged,  instantly  knew  which  sideiotake^  ai&a 
rushed  to  the  rescue.  The  superiority  of  numbers  was  now  « 
on  Claude's  side,  and  even  the  ferocious  Blood,  observinir  higi  * 
men  fly  in  all  directions,  found  it  impossible  to  keef^  the  field,  ^ 
and  rati  off,  shouting  for  help  id:  the  king's  name,  and  r 
raising  the  terrible  view-halloo,  "A  popish  spy!  apopisk  spy  l"^:- 

'Claude  knew  that  this  call  would  not  long  remain  iiniii- 
swered,  and  after  hurriedly  thanking  Edwards  for  his'Oppov^-. 
tilne  aid,  which  the  gen^*ous  seaman  swore  wajsr  ODly-vdiatrhar; 
would  have  done  to  any  man  in  similar  need,  }e<;  •aJonO'liiaiTi 
freight  j  they  consulted  about  what  was  best  to  ifoe  doneo^ 
Edwards,  wno  had  a  sailor's  dread  of  meddtiilgi  in  saaaMma 
where  the  low  seemed  to  thrust  herself,  advised  thattifctt^j^o 
should  all  get  on  board  his  vessel  as  fast  as  podsiblOr  ^Oaader  i 
agt^eed'in  this  opinion,  and  thevran  to  the  ^watbr'st  ed^, 
imi&ee,  at  Edwards's  shout,  ^^^cufier!  scuHer!'^  .a'snnilS 
wherry  shot  from  behind  a  vessel  towards  them.'  .CkeabS^^'i 
Edwards,  a&d  Itttie  Mervyn,  with  two  of  ihreslulDrsi "leaped'' 
in,  and  rowed  out  into  the  middle  of  the  idrer,  to  get  &s«k/7 
of  the  numberless  bo«ts  and  barges  rushing  about.  •  :  :  .  't 

This  attem^  was,  however,  soon  found  a  faihaovi  -  Tiwl- 
waters  near  London  Bridge  were  crowded  witii  every  desoripM: . 
tion  of  oraffc,  barges,  boats,  rafts,  floating  furniture,  dasfa^a 
timber,  beddinf^^-<«s  if  a  great  fleet  had  suflered  wreck  wsm^r 
short  tinfte<<p;^eviously.  .  ■(£ 

Claude,  'Who  fedt  certam  that  Blood's  design  was  not  on - 
him  but  on  his  young  charge,  grew  every  instsnt  mooco  . 


A^fSi^Mwy,  He  r^pKescititedio  Edvraorik  th«k  their 
pBE8iier»-  would  undcmbtedly  <H'«Ftake  them  on .  the  mer* 
wkecd? nesiBtAUce  would  be  impoosibie*  -He  therefore  thongkk 
it  weuld)befbe8t  for  i^e  eaptaui  to  land  Imn,  «nd  bring  dsa 
owm^  hAtg»  to  ineet  Imn  at  the  Tower^stairs  as  'early  as 
poBuMe  in  the  morning.  This  plan  was  thought  feasible,  aikd 
executed  instantly;  imsf  ^rove  their  boat  on  the  sandd  near 
Lqn^ten-Bnd^^  and- Cland&  made  the  best  of  his  way  through 
baok-Janeigf  to  Saaftcheap^  wMle  Edwards  went  in  a  contrary 
dii^otkeffi^ior fulfil  Ina  paort  of  the  contract. 

dBHseppxDgtistoiiin  obscure  inn,  Duval  ordered  wise  and 
biitedb&rromakfaBtk'  and  snugly  ensconced  in  a  dark  comer, 
liafcfrhelk)  to<  )tfafir  >  yiarioqB  and  coaiflieting  r^orts  of  the  nu« 
iini^u^.Tiiiitaht8s  He  heard  that  the  fire  was  raging  with 
iilMjMwdidhrfyH-^ihat  all  attempts  to  stop  its  progress  wera 
vaub^4— that  the  Lord  Mayor  was  out  of  his  senses — ^that  Sii? 
JfulmiiKabinsott'  add  the  guards  from  the  Tower  were  parading 
tfie  atvdel^n-alid,  tiatai^  the  burning  houses  were  ramacked,  as. 
if^sin^ffrjcii^  gtven  up  to  pillage. 

\Me  to^toe  cause  of  the  oonfiagration,  opinions  differed  with 
eiaevy  uBdiindualr««-the  French,  the  Dutch,  the  Jesuits,  having 
e^M  tb«ir*^eh^ximit  partisans.  Unable  at  last  to  sit  quieC 
wjUiwfais  nsercurial  blood,  while  a  whole  city  was  in  eom^ 
mblBbn,  Olaude borrowed  an  old  cloak  of  the  landlord,  and. 
salEedfiba^  again  into  the  tumult. 

.gluet  amnHiing  was  just  breaking,  but  the  denseness  of  the 
smdqB^-.and  the  fierf  darkness  of  the  atmosphere,  made  the; 
dairxifflkmQi&sed,  ^diers  of  the  city  bands  were  stationed 
ifti]iker,atreet89'  to  prevmt  the  masses  from  rushing  up  and- 
do(w»^  but  call  sujjordination  was  now  at  an  end ;  no  maa 
basdsiifaaitboi^ty  or  entreaties ;  terror  had  broken  the  bondtf 
ofir^arratid! reverence,  and  sodiety  seemed  resolving  itself. 
iixfcbiiili:firat.wM  dements.  <. 

^J^tode't^bierved  some  few  who  still  kept  thekr  senses^  «a« 
diinrafuri&g  to  pull  down  the  houses  ac^cent  to  those-already 
ii^dkuBi^s,  bnt  ihe  mass  of  fire  driv^i  in  tremmidous  billows 
bdfoee  thei'wittd^  defied  all  their  efibrts.  The  wooden  konsel; 
wiK»ie  .^jectmg  balconies  furnished  a  ready-made  train, 
continued  to  blase;  away,  and  as  their  owners  were  parinoipi^y 
dMf^rs  iarrDil^  |)itch,  tar,  brandy,  repes^  BXidimket,  the  con- 
fiagraiaoa  frequent^  burst-  out  into  !Faging<  fiimfa^es  of  the^ 
miislr>beau^ilid' white  and  coloured  flames.  Mea'a  ruling 
pankmat  seemed  aorw  height^ied>  to  delirium  ^ .  some  cursed: 
and  howled  imprecations  over  their  ruin,  others  knelt  in  thai 
miiiddy<  street,  sung  hymns,  and  prayed  'with.&a^tio  en- 
tinunB6m«  as  if.the  end  of  tiae  w<M?ld  were  come.  =  :. 


i8  WHrasisuBft. 

•  ThsmeB^iaB0^  was  bow  reduced  to  a  lieap  of  red4|pt 
rmAB ;  Grraeechuyeh-s^eet  was  all  a  blaze,  and  the  two  great 
lines  of  houses  on  each  side,  Lombard  and  Fenchi]xck*street» 
had  eaoght  the  iaeirj  Qootagion,  Chm^hes,  the  flaming  giants 
ef  the  sceAe,  towered  oyer  the  ocean  of  fire,  blazing  to  thw 
r«ry  smnmits.    . 

At  this  time  the  eonflagi&tion  had  assumed  the  shape  of  m 
immense  bow  of  £re,  and  the  same  fanatic  who  had  previpual^ 
Jhaxangued  the  crowd,  pointed  this  out  to  them.  .   > 

*'  Behold  the  bow — no  longer  the  bow  of  promise,  biot 
of  deitracti(»L  r'  he  exclaimed,  with  frantic  yehemeziee. 
'.'  B^old  the  presage,  not  of  water,  but  of  fbe<~^BOt  of  m«r^, 
but  of  utter  up-rooting — ^zkot  of  pardon,  but  of  wrath*  me 
c^r !  The  arrows  of  Sod  are  flaming  in  it !  Woe  to  thee, 
London  I  Sodom  of  cities!  Who  shall  sliand  in  the  saaot  £ar 
thee!" 

Escaping  from  thfs  madman  and  the  intense  beat  of  the 
surroundi^  flames,  Claude  thought  that  he  had  best  majce 
his  way  to  the  Tower,  to  meet  JEdwards.  But  he  soon  found 
himself  baifled  in  this  plan ;  soldiers  were  in  possesffloni  of 
all  the  outlets  to  the  shore,  and  refused,  in  spite  of  aU  hia 
representations,  to  let  him  pass  without  a  written  order  fx^pi 
the  Lord  Mayor.  The  latter  functionary  he  heard  was  at 
Whitehall,  wh^re  the  eouneil  had  met  in  confuflion»  to  debafte 
on  what  was  proper  to  be  done.  Moreover,  the  idea  oc- 
furred  to  Clacide,  that  such  a  request  from  a  foreigner  at  that 
juncture  could  produce  no  other  efl*ect  than  to  consign  him 
to  a  dungeon,  l^ot  knowing  what  else  to  do,  he  now  stroye 
to  return  to  his  inn,  but  on  api»roaching  it,  he  found  it 
ah;eady  in  a  blaze.  In  this  dilemma,  concluding  that  he 
should  be  least  noticed  in  the  deepest  confuraon*  he  f(^o3pr#d 
the  sweep  of  the  crowd  through  the  fiery  ci^.  Even  lii^ 
Mervyn's  terror  had  now  given  place  to  aomiration,  and 
when  they-  stopped  before  the  Exchange,  which  wsa  in  <^ 
isast  blase,  he  c]a|]^d  his  hands  witii  a  kind  of  joy. 
1  The  hoars  of  this  dreadM  day  passed  in  the  oyer^elmii^g 
amotion  of  all  men's  mind,  like  centuries  in  a  dream.  Koae 
kept  oouttt,  and  not  a  gleam  of  daylight  penetrated  the 
onmson  air.  The  sun,  indeed,  hun^  above  like  a<  bloody 
flirele,  but  seemed  to  give' neither  light  nor  wannth.  The 
aonfuidon,  the  outcries,  drowned  all  recoUeoticHi. 

Oiaude^  like  the  rest,  was  insensible  to  the  passage  of  time. 
He  wandered  about  amidst  the  confusion,  stimned  aiid 
stupified  by  the  noise  and  cries,  and  the  laaiversal  terror,  but 
no  one  seemed  to  heed  him.  The  streets  were  (^oked  with 
furniture  and  .goods  &om  the  burning  houses ;  carts  ladsQ 


H^  fh0  moire  procioxu  oomniodities  w«re' looked  flEod  oon* 
fssed  together,  80  as  to  paralyze  all  attempts  to  hnog 
flnitftmee. 

'  Ckxtde  stood  wing  in  mute  tencfr,  aad  almoft  siilfocated 
fHth  smoke,  at  tiie  gigantic  mass  of  flames  presented  hj  tba 
burning  Guildhall,  when  he  felt  the  tassel  of  his  doak  polled, 
fie  stwted  ronnd,  and  saw,  what,  in  the  dense  smoke,  ap* 
peaMd  to  be  the  speetre  of  a  yonng  gfarl,  so  pale  and  ffhaa^ 
were  her  features.  A  moment's  attention,  however,  told  him 
Aiftt  it  was  Kell  Gwjn,  so  kt^  the  merriest  of  ike  merry* 
€8aiide*s  gallantry  had  not,  howeyer,  totally  deserted  him. 
'  *' Sweet  MistreBS  iN'ell!''  he  exclaimed,  when  she  inter- 
mpted'him  with  an  emphatic  gesture.  , 
'  *^  Don't  speak  to  me  that  way  now,  it  is  too  terrible !"  sli9 
^tdaosied.  ''  I  haye  jnst  made  my  escape  ffon.  that  wicked 
lord  with  whom  yon  saw  me — his  name  is  Bochester — b«tt  Ms 
Mae^hemoos  wit  is  too  horrible.  O,  dande,  do  yon  think  this 
is  the  day  of  judgment  P" 

**  If  not,  we  uiall  not  see  a  worse  tiQ  it  comes !"  replied 
DtEval. 

**  And  that  poor  chQd ! "  exclaimed  the  giii,  borstang  inta 
tears.  '*  Bat  I  forget,  Clande ;  I  hare  been  seeking  yon  fer 
hours,  to  put  you  <m  your  guard.  I  heard  liiat  detestable* 
looking  tillain  in  the  white  el6ak  inquinng  for  you 
ererjrwhere-^eseribing  you  exactly^-but  people  are  so  lost 
is  misery,  they  can't  teU  what  he  means,  iii !  good  Lord, 
liie  gracious'  I  yonder  he  is." 

I^e  pointed  tluKrugh  a  rush  of  fiery  dust,  to  a  figore 
standing  on  a  high  horse-stone,  and  apparentlT  shoiEtingi^iie 
he  directed  some  operaiaons.  A  glance  at  his  terrible  coun- 
tenance, lighted  by  the  congeniiu  glare  of  ihe  conflagration, 
'was  enough  for  Claude. 

"  '**  I  must  run  for  it,  Nell — ^mylife  is  on  a  cast,  and  the  childfs 
too!^'  he  CTclafaned.  "But  if  you  would  merit  Hesren's 
pardon  for  any  lit<^  sin  of  yours,  do  an  act  of  charily  to 
ttse !  You  will  And  Edwards  waiting  me  at  the  Tower-stairB 
"Mbe  sentinels  will  let  you  pass-^^U  him  to  go  on  to 
Whitehall,  and  be  tiiere  by  ten  to-nighir— if  it  is  not  that 
idready.'' 

*'  I  win,"  said  Nell,  resolut^y ;  <'but  look  to  the  child, 
Qaude,  he  is  white  as  snow." 

'  Buyal,  then,  fearful  of  attrae^g  his  persecutor's  e^, 
grateftdly  pressed  the  girl's  hand,  leaving  a  moidoore  in  it, 
and  yanished  before  she  could  return  it,  as  she  wished  to'  do. 
'  News  that  boHi  sides  of  Cheapude  were  on  fire,  turned  the 
great  stream  of  gflBers  in  that  <£reoti^,  «Eid  Duyal  joined  it. 


4t  -WMVSWSm^AS^ 

The  mol?  was  iixrested  Jb  it«  pkropass  ii,e(ir  Meiicer*t.ckd|>ei^ 
by  the  sudden  ppivfiog  ia  of.four  eimultaaeous  fires,  wfaieU 
liere  met  as  in  a  common  xeseryoir.    Threadneedle«*8trdet, 
.  Wdlbrook^  and  BttcldeirsbnrY,  now  lay  opei»,  sad  mmtnacT 
vistas  of  flames  were  revealed  by  the  fall  of  all  the  -inteBi* 
vening  houses.    The  ro£|r  of  breaking ,  timbers, .  .the  -  d4i&t>. 'Ihtf 
flmoke,  the  sufibcating  smoulder,  .w#re  aucoeeded  by  a  scduit 
mass  of  flames  b,  huncbed  feet  in.  h^ight^    Baisingi  a  yefllii6# 
terror,  the  mob  rushed  pasti  csixj^jmg  Cta^ude  witkit,^  andiie^ 
presently  found  lumself  pne  of  p,  vast  aod  siieBit  jBtohttudlb;' 
gazing  on  the  destruoUon  of  thafpn^oathodn^pf  LooidooM^ 
3ie  magnificent  St.  Paul's  of  Imgo  Joneir«   -Jt^waft  ft^soena) 
such  as  an  ima^nation  of  sui^assiog  giniindeurr  might  have 
dreain'ed,  but  no  human  eye  bad  e9ex&e»p.Mefc«er*-\txeBni3lamk 
of  terror.    There  was  a  vast  mab»  but-  aji  iisero'lKuriMsd  JiEfw 
silence  of  extreme  aweu  .  Innumerable,  §B»e$,r^t,  Magdaid, 
and  as  if  changed  into  stone,  so  flxed  waaitheir'affinghtcSB^csJ^ 
pression,  were  turned  towards  the  spectacle,-* .   •    zr-     ;•»  j.ne  tii 

Claude  stood  behind  a  group  of  horseimon,  riehlyigaiilMp 
one  only  of  whom — a  taU,  olive-complexioned  maai,  wiUkCi  nx 
i^ry  brilliant  ^e-r-wa«  covered.   This  peraonage  CSlaudie  isot^n 
learned  was  the  king;  another  rider,  covered  withjdiiflt."]aiicb: 
grime,  he.  recogniz^  a?  the  Duke  p£  lHorlu     The  i^afiilibr 
with  whom  he  had  seen  Kell  Gwyn,  was  also  near.th&kiittdt 
holding  the  h^dle  of  his  horse,  which  sno^rM  with  ten-tfr  as 
^i^eryguat  oi  wind  blew  lowers  of  burning-  sparks  imkajomf 
them.      A  few  soldiers,  fixed  like  men  of  bronze,   stoo^^ 
around,  but  no  one  stirred, — the  us0les9ne88X)lv.alhrefliittldc» 
seemed  tadtly  allowed.  /  .»«  yitfilix)! 

The  heat  was  now  intolerable,  and  Claude  ihe«ighiir,ikhAtiifafarr 
stones  beneath  his  feet  were  turuingrednhots  buJ^tl^llMfliiBi^iaiil:^ 
of  i;errdr  kept  all  chained  to  the  spot»  St.  fbu^'s^rt^bfif^^rania 
Sf.  I^aul's,  tne  glory  of  Iiondon — was  in  fiiam<!0 1  ;3Si^  whoiad 
ftutiunit  of  the  church  (for  the  wind  <  had  oonvr^.th^  flioMA 
m'enis  of  destruction  there  first)  was  in  .a  blaage^  n'a^  galloMiij 
W^  wrapped  in  luminous  torrents;  shiiuugvoU^AoC  fia^oofi 
burst  out  every  instant  in  every  direction)^  and  ]}a|^d>^>ihQiav' 
of  saving  the  enormous^buildj^*  Xh^  lead  waa  m^Uioig^timr 
Biiow  bexore  the  sun,  J&om  the  vaat  roofs ;  4he  RtupmUMUs 
b^ms,  l^e  euonnou3  .masses.. of  stone,  w^re  yieiiding: and^. 
failing  with  deafening  uproar,  and  crushing  in  the  roof  ot^tiiam^ 
churcnof  St.  Faith,  ^wh^h^greir  like  an  e^&eresoenee  ool  the 
majestic  structure  above, 

To  add  to  the  terror^  pf  tlus.scQue,  numbeivi  of  the  sick-^  « 
iolfie  dying  of  the  stiU-liugering  plague — were  borne  past  aa- 
theft  beds,  or  in  blankets.    One  was  candied  cloa^  to  Claude^ 


iib^htf'lastr  tmmieB,  eorereA  ivitii  pnrple  bot^b,  unci  yelling; 
Udcjovsly  aa  he  pointed  to  the  flametr — **  Hell !  liell !" 
J  t0w  fl<36D6  had  now  attained  its  highest  pitch  of  horrori  an4 
SLiSaidk'B  pieseoted  to  some  mintrtes  thd  appearance  of  a 
Mthadi«i' built  of  fire,  till  at  length  the  toof  fell  in,  with 
ft jfoap  like  ihat  of  the  sea  breaking  on  a  rock  in  a  storm.  All 
ftaoi'  beettDte  •  one  inmiense  pyramid  of  fire,  the  flames  of 
which  lapped  ihe  sky.  Yet,  even  in  this  terrific  moment^ 
Glande  heard  the  kin^  whisper  to  the  cavalier  at  his  bridle^ 
'f'iDddsfisb,  uma  i  m^i^inks  -1  onlr  need  a  fiddle,  to  substan* 
tittle  the  doMpariBon  with  Nero,  which  mj  loving  subjects  ar« 
oQnstanily  maklnff  .*' 

f«/f.Faii£»:aire,  f-think  this  will  stop  their  complaints  about 
ihewaiEt  of  fiiel,-*  replied  the  cavaSer.  ^The  citizens  may 
wamt  Oum'^miem  here  cheap  enough." 
jH'igxk,  Wrenf  wiiat  sort  of  immortality  have  you  archi- 
teotoF*'>eDni(iBUed''th8  kin?,  turning  to  a  grave-looking  man» 
in  sad-coloured  brooad^,  who  seemed  attentively  watchmg  the 
tfinBagte^^axmy  •'*  See  yotl  tiiere !  Inigo's  magnificent  portico 
ift  fii^l  ^or  »  bonfire." 

rr^'Tit  poflsibie  to  hoM  one  that  shall  surpass  it,  sire,** 
xbtnmed  the  avchiteet* 

•I  <f<  Will  you  then  be  oar  Michael  Angelo,  doctor  P"  replied 
the  kiBgt  smying. 

pi^'-^Yasiy  an*. it  please  your  majesty,"  lepUed  Wren,  smiling 
tMV'<lnit  with'  a  deep  flush,  and  a  lummous  sparkle  of  the 
ej^etj:-' 

Q^]^.Ttiii|}momeniy  Olsmde  was  conscious  that  some  one  was 
looking  at  him  intently,  ove^  a  wall  of  the  churchya^rd,  on 
nhkbidmstered  a  throng  of  ihe  lowest  populace*  To  feel  that 
lUvosBOf  was  Blood,  and  that  he  was  detected,  was  in  Claud« 
stBoSteatottS  i^tk  sn  attempt  to  fly.  For  some  minutes, 
haMtYefy^e  ttnrbolence  of  tne  erowa  made  it  impossible  to 
feste  » iway  t'  but  he  succeeded  at  length  in  reaching  an  open 
pfaHBa>'i€ertein  now  that  he  Was  still  pursued,  he  resolved  to 
xadkei  for  Whitehall  as  fast  as  possible.  That  he  was  followed 
iau^)JioW«irer,'ia  a  £dw  minutes  indent,  for  as  he  turned  into 
HaObamM^^heiif  a  long  succession  of  straggling  hquses  and 
niidMbi»H^h0  heard  voices  shouting,  '*  Stop  nim,  stop  him !  a 
Jhioit,.  a  i^  I"  and  louder  than  aO,  resounded  JBlooa*s  dread 


sXheM  cries  seemed  to  lend  C^aud^  wings:  leaving  th* 
burning  city  in  his  rear,  he  ran,  with  the  cmid  in  }ua  orma, 
ovev'ihe  fields  between  Holbom  and  the  Strand.  Still  he 
imigiiied  he  heard  voices  ealUng  to  each  other,  and  the  distant 
ttfuu^  €£  puzsoers ;  and  he  continued  running  as  fast  as  his 


4B  urstmxnuML 

ibing  burden  pcnmtted,  ontii  he  xeaohed  a  stile  near  iks 
clunm  of  St..  Martin-m-tiifi->f*ieiLdB.  Here  he  yentosed  to 
breatibe  and  look  round ;  but  his  oonfltemation  was  again 
exiated  hf  obterfing  serwral  men  witii  tordbes  and  drawn 
swords.  Grossing  the  opposite  hedge.  To  leap  the  et^e,  sad 
resume  his  fbdlit,  was  irat  a  moanent's  thought ;  still  the  pur- 
snens  had  ewSeuAy  eaugfat  sight  of  their  prej»  and  renewsd 
the  duse  with  loud,  hailoos^ 
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CHAPTEE    VII. 


THE  FLiaHT. 


GoLLBCTiNG-  his  fainting  strength  widi  a  kstaiffiart,  Dwfd. 
«ontinuBd  his  ooiusse  rspidlj,  amd  learizig  Ihe  palaoe  and 
wardens  of  WhitehaU  on  his  loft,  phmged  down  a  paasage 
bf^^em  two  dead  walls,  whidb.  led  to  ifae  atairs  wiMca- 
]&lwards  was  to  meet  him.    In  a  m(»nent/fais  feet  were  on 
the  lowest  step  of  the  landing-place^in  rain  l**^ot  a  tiring 
soul  appeared ;  nougfat  but  the  nyer  was  there,  rolling  in  ihe 
fiery  K)g  which  enveloped  all  things.    He'  drew  his  swon^ 
and  lo(uied  aroond^  to  ascertain  if  no  kss  desperate  resource 
presented  itself.    The  balustrade  leading  to  the.rii^er  had  a 
alight  projection,  belundwluBh  he  thoufflrt  it  barel;^  poesihle 
to.remain  eoiioealed;  and  he  ensoonoed  himself  in  it  ahnoit . 
at  the  same  moment  that  the  flash  of  torchlight  appeared  en. 
-the  summit  of  the  stairs.    Glaneing  upwani,  he  poraeiVed 
ifflood,  followed  by  three  or  four  of  his  myrmidons  ;  the 
fontuer  wared  a  t<ffdi,  and  hung  eagerly. forward,  while  h» 
ifl-omened  countenance  expressed  extreme  yesation  and  «ui»>' 
prise.    Claude  saw  that  they  paused^  and  entered  into  eager 
discussion—- Blood  persisting  iliat  he  had  seen  him  rundonm 
the  steps,  another  ruffian  asserting  that  he  ran  on  fasther; 
'  '*  He  must  be  drowned,  colonel,  if  he  went  down  here," 
said  one. 

**  If  that's  the  case,  I  don't  want  his  carcase  to  feed  my 
hounds  on,"  repHed  Blood,  sullenly.  '*  But  I  must  be  sure 
the  brat's  Bafe«-I  would  not  for  fire  hundred  pounds  he 
escaped  us.  Come  on/  bulHes!  Your  torch,  B^rry!"  aad 
snatching  the  brand,  hemoyed  slowly  and  circumspectly  dowA 
the  stairs,  looking  earnestly  forward  to  the  water,  probably 
expecting  to  behmd  some  signs  of  recent  immersicm. 

Claude's  heart  beat  thick,  but  he  moved  not  a  muscle ;  and 
the  boy,  too,  seemed  hushed  by  sympathetic  terror.  At  this 
moment,  the  dash  of  oars  was  heard,  figures  approached 


tbfougli  the  fog,  and  Olsode  heard  i^  h^wfterova  :roioe  o£ 
Edwanlsy  shcmting,  *'  Mr.  Pooval,  Mr.  Dooral  V*  but  miinc 
nvrer  sounded  halt  so  swe^  to  kis  ear. 

*<  iEBsre  I  ani'-^kelp  I-^^nufder  l--«uiek  1"  shouted  Claude, 
spring  up,  and  rui^^  down  the  st^,  iraying  his  sword.* 

^*  &}w,  bc^s,  row,"  ydled  Edwards  in  reply,  and  with  a 
fsv-iigktei]ig'4itrokes  of  the  oar  they  were  close  to  the  ahoro« 
Blood,  however,  recovered  his  presoieeof  mind  in  on  instant^ 
thouffh  struck  at  fbrst  by  this  sudden  apparition,  and  sprung 
at  Chuide,  shoutii]^  to  his  men  to  follow.  The  subsequent 
events  passed  wim  the  bewildering  rapidity  of  a  dreanu 
Claude  r^nembered  exchanging  a  sharp  clash  with  his 
enemy's  sword,  and  that,  in  his  desperation,  he  threw  the 
child  to  Edwards,  who  fortimately  caught  it  in  his  armsi 
Tkni^  at  the  mmwait  when  all  the  roffians  poured  themselves 
x^^cst  liim^<  he  eaUed  to  Edwards  to  row  off,  and  leaped  into 
ta»iP9»ter.  !Kood  had,  however,  olutd:^  h»  cloak  firmlyv 
aasd  held  him  as  he  buffetted  ^zth  the  water,  caUing  lustily  os 
bk  3Ben.4»  shoot  him. 

Edivards  dashed  the  boat  baekt  to  the  rescue,  and  made  a 
slash -^at  the  oobnd.  with  his  eutlass,  but  it  was  parried  by 
Bea*ry.  Observing,  then,  that  Claude  was  nearly  strangled 
by  the  tightness  of  the  dbak  roulid  his  nedc,  he  drew  his 
keen  blade  tMoross  it,  severing'  the  skirts  from  the  oollait 
Some  of  the  sailors  instantly  lagged  Puval  on  board,  almost 
sMieless,  and  Edwards  gave  the  order  to  row  out.  But  the 
ckmk-Hthat  cloak  which  contained  so  masiy  invaluable  doca^ 
ments— ^-remained  in  Blood's  hands  ] 

'Meanwhile,  the  «olanei,  furious  at  his  victim'-s  escape,  called 
to  his  men  to  £ie  ^n  the  boat-^that  they  were  popisa  Gouspi^ 
raioBB  eBeapin^-^-^^and  a  volley  of  mi^tketry  followed'  their 
re1a*eat.  Luckily  all  missed,  though  the  shot  rained  in  tho^ 
mttof  on  all  ndesj  and  Edwards,  stimulating  his  men  by 
threftts  «dk1  promises,  Bei2sed  an  oar  himself,  and  dashed 
iaaaenuAy  offi  In  the  distance,  however,  he  heard  Blood 
shouting,  "  A  sculler  !  a  sculler  ! — ^twenty  pounds  for  a 
seuHer !"  A  vessel,  answering  the  call,  instantly  shot  from 
the  opposite  shore,  and  Edwards  had  no  doubt  but  that  they 
shouM  be  vigorously  pursued. 

In .  the  first  confusion  of  his  escape,  Claude  forgot  his 
dMfi  and  everything  else ;  and  when  he  missed  it,  mtense 
as  was  his  regret,  to  attempt  to  regain  it  would  h&ve  been 
madness.  Moreover,  the  extreme  danger  in  which  they  were^ 
quickly  absorbed  all  thoughts  but  those  of  self-preservation. 
A  boat,  well-manned  by  their  pursuers,  appeared  m  the  middle 
of  the  river,  in  their  wake,  and  the  deep  hoarse  voice,  of 
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Hood!  WB8  hettd,  ctcninff  and  shouting  to  the  people  on  ike 
waters,  to  stop  the  French  incendiaries,  who  were  njing  from 
justice.  So  great,  howerer,  was  the  panic  caosed  by*  the  fire, 
and  men*8  ignorance  of  what  they  had  to  dread,  &■!  no  one 
o£fersd  any  obetmotion. 

Nothing  conid  eqnil  the  raoidity  of  the  flight  but  that  of 
the  pnnrait )  one  boat  followed  ihe  other  like  the  bloo^iiwd 
after  his  pvey.  Many  shots  were  fired  by  the  nnisuers^  bvt 
6^  the  hurry  and  eon^uion  made  likem  all  iaeoBchudi.-'ttQd 
now,  etraiaing  erery  nofve,  the-fugitivea  aptaoached  liondon 
Bridge.  Nothing  eyer  surpassed  th«di««M«il'Cni 
of  tlMt  speolarie.  The  sky  aboTe  wias  ^like  ens  mb  widt  of 
red-hot  mss,  in  which  shone  a  pale  xnooi;  -theshodbi^on 
each  side  seemed  like  measureless  fuiSBaeeSf-asilltindaMtiAe 
whole  earth,  were  on  fire.  The  roar  of 'Ito-  flames  mmtiSte 
that  of  the  sea.  All  around  the  bridge  aj^peand-'  lAajwufct 
hiil  of  fire,  or  rather  an  ocean  of  flames,  which  thewind  diwre 
into  monstrous  billows.  The  terror  of  iha  soesie,<ai%diiiii0 
violence  of  their  exertions,  chilled  the  avdenv  el  Edwiiida'a 
men,  and,  in  s^te  of  his  threats  and  OhMBde's  mtrsnlim. 
Blood  was  olmously  gaining  upon  them  as  tbey-appwishid 
Iiondon  Bridge.  .       -i 

A  sight  awaited  them  there  which  seemed  likd^lo  ombja 
finish  to  the  matter.  The  bridge  was  one  mass  o£  ivaoB 
auimorted  on  arches  of  fire ;  houses  were  erambling  tdown» 
timoers  falling  and  hissing  in  the  water,  bumiaf  tap>hsitda 
floated  past^  and  almolt  every  description  of  fianutmaand 
goods  was  tossed  madl^  out  of  the  wmdows  into* Iha .filler* 
Beneath  and  amidst  tms  terrible  bowetof  fire».Md  vptAj 
mere  cohesion  of  red-hot  masses,  it  was  neeosaar^  tg  piMiif 
they  would  escape.  Edwards's  sailors  pawnd  ittfolBBlHJjijr 
on  their  oars.  .  »  i.:ib 

^  It  was  indeed  a  tremendous  sight ;  the  B!iBBi)crieslkaBBiBa 
of  the  bridge,  and  ^e  blazing  houses  on  it^  fhiming  simaaiwif 
fire  which  seemed  to  tower  to  the  sky  itself.  On  raiiuBMln, 
as  iast  as  the  eye  could  reach,  rolled  eddyaap.  seas  of  Ame, 
bouiicted  <«ily  bT  the  horiaon.  -     ^    '      'ifi;? 

In  this  perilous  moment,  the  Bstive  gaUantay.'of^jdie 
English  deaman  broke  out  in  ali  its  peedeas  lustee.'  ^  1)--hi 
it,  ladst'^  e:tclaimed  the  obtain,  ut  tiie  pitch  of  a  Toice-^ribiBh 
had  ofte&  hetfA  louder  than  iho  sea  in^a  gale-^^'  ii  dausll  neibr 
besaid  that  Jack  !&iwards  was  thfe  man  to  deseit  his :&ianduii 
danger.    Pall  away^  boys  $  the  rascals  dare  not  ftflow/*'  .  i 

Th»  bmvv  Aelmdn  raised  a  hearty  dieer,  and-  aekang.  their 
c«i,n  agldn,  r«H[^d  into  the  blase.  .-.;$ 

.   Bk)iSl"flSid  Ids  myrmidons  restedrawesteook^  on  their  «sr8» 


tbe  entranee  of  ibis  ierr'Mo  "^dkaiao,  pvobubly  :Mp«ctsftg 

ciber  destmetion  of  ihe  fugitives.    Edv^oecls's  boati  ,wi  the 

.  persons  in  it,  flppeared  for  a  jnomeiit  all  crinwon  in  the  glare ; 

liKf  Tdaoked' tke  burning  arch^  axid  as  ikfij  ebottmdsr  it,  a 

gunsmith's  shop  above  blew  up  with  a  ^rmoudojia'  roar*    A 

ruinclwiiicl  of  brndc  sutoke  and  £re  instwitlj  eayeloped  them, 

iMhfeheiLit  eleaared  vap,  boat  and  voyagers  had  aUke  digap* 

*9toBd:/£ram  the  poxsiierg'  ejes.    Wiietber  or  Aot  they  had 

i^«n8fanl'>]iiith6  JsaJsof  nuns,  it  was  imposetl^  to  a^qertain, 

cai^oSlAadipiaixE^aniig  a  feasr^  cof^e,  threw  himaelf  baok, 

!>  iSte  flifptkn  thfafoitb'es,  if  interrogated,  would  have  h^ea 
nnnabtaf^tdHdeckae:  Jby,  whut  exertions,  or  rather  by  what 
^  iRi  nhw h^tSeyagsgiqaoib ; !  but  th^y  found  themselves  floating 
fiSkeaaeOi'mA  ikeantt,  ompofiate  tlbie  Tower.  Claude's  alarinsy 
i^KBnmmbti  lMUDOtrtuiiBiaed«  even  when  in  comparative  sall^t^, 
9wmi>  fbomMi^  hmsoi- hk  precious  eloak  nearly  drove  him 
^iaa&pho'iweiti  thit  all  iha^  eo^d  be  done  was  to  insure  the 
e'fifttyUS  ths  VQsbag  boy,  thus  obstinatelj  menaced.  Cheering 
.elfeeduiastcdiiiatermen  with  the  promise  of  a  gold  doubloon 
bfl|^Meer4]^ithey'reQewed  their  exertions,  he  and  Ed^arda  each 

seized  an  oar.  The  burning  shores  of  the  river  gave  them 
eani^iiKlit^'butit  was  only  b^  great  skill  that  they  avoided 
nik^vaAegAets  impediments  m  the  waters. 
,:i*^Q  tide  was  in  their  favour,  and  they  drifted  down  to 
«'AiidwdBl  lerithoat  difficulty,  when  once  clear  of  the  bridge  and 
iflbiKficL  r£d#ardB'8  barge,  well  armed  and  manned,  awaited 
•MBBOfiiksmi  OtSLCeon  board  this  craft,  they  proceeded  on 
v4lm  Mayiigis^rtQ  .Woolwich  in  gallant  atyle-;  but  it  was 
'hrumqigkbjomkx^ihefy  leaped  on  the  schooner's  deck,  and  c<^d 
XtptJMTWfwiiiithwiiial^    safe. 

Still  Edwards  was  apprehensive  of  pursuit,  and  as  the  w^id 
s«tBDndr>hB<maad  Ins  aochors  instantly,  and  t^Ley  ahotdown 
%Avfanx€9r)r;a[|?4tf  ntte'  which  soon  left  the  earthly'  Tartajw 
taMiiui'itJito  ottt  of  w^t* 
^^oxsSrkiiijaKniwigtda^nied,  Black  Betsey t  aa  the  echoonar  was 

eaEed,  had  dropped  far  down  the  riv^^  and  all  einwe  for 
9(toi»h«iiMig.'ife]iied  gone. 

>"%ie  veagelaad  the  crew  were  both  ef  a  kind  by  no  means 
-vhsinil'' nr  iiioae  stormy  and  daring  tim«s<  It  was  a  tight 
I'MtAdi  adha9n<»p,  admirably  adapted  -to  the  dangevons  ooast- 
~attedi»g4s  whirik  it  wasj  aomewoat  unlamCttUy^,  engaged ;  but 

being 'odj^nally  intended  for  more  peaceful  service*  it  was 
'.  sa&oraiw&rajsi&Tfit^         irar-ffeais   Still  it  was.the  fiastest 

sailer  and  the  lightest  coaster  taat  ever  sms^gler  coveted, 

ndir J8  the  duling  and  pnde  of  every  man  qp.  bciund  ;  indeed, 
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so  iruisnKfMAaa. 

tikey  all  spoke  of  it  with  a  kind  of  Tougb.  afiection,  as  ^ef 
did  of  their  sweethearts,  and  would  as  soon  have  knocked  tlte 
man  down  who  doubted  the  merits  of  *'  poor  old  Blaek  Bess  " 
as  him  who  insnlted  their  ladje-lores.  Withal,  they  were  a 
wild,  ferooJons  sort  of  fellows,  the  very  Takings  of  a  lawless 
and  SiBorsamzed  ase ;  men  of  iron  frames  and  unflinching 
hearts,  whose  only  uiw  was  their  captain's  will.  Mven  now, 
thouffh  sailing  with  royal  letters  of  marque,  it  was  doubtM 
whemer  the  govemment  regarded  them  as  buceaneers  or 
allies ;  and  Edwards  showed,  by  his  anxiety  to  avoid  the 
royal  fleet,  which  lay  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  that  hd 
doubted  the  light  in  which  he  was  regarded  at  head-quarters. 

Claude  found  that,  splendidly  as  he  was  to  be  recomijensed, 
it  entered  not  into  the  captain's  head  to  And  anything  impro- 
bable in  the  account  which  it  had  pleased  Lord  Aumerle  io 
give.  Accordingly,  he  himself  passed  as  a  Popish  emigruii, 
and  the  boy  'luTnis  son.  Meanwhile,  his  anxieties  were  a^ 
transferred  to  the  loss  of  the  papers,  jewels,  and  part  of  the 
money  which  was  to  bear  his  expenses.  He  consoled  him- 
self, however,  by  the  reflection  that  no  blame  could  be  dxB- 
puted  to  him,  since  he  had  perilled  his  life  to  preserve  them^ 
and  that  the  earl  could  soon  replace  his  credentials.  Claude, 
moreover,  was  of  a  merry,  hopeful  nature,  and  troubled  him- 
self little  with  the  dark  side  of  things. 

The  wind  continued  very  changeable  and  capricious,  but 
Edwarcb's  skill  seized  advantage  m>m  every  favourable  shMt, 
and  on  the  ev^iing  of  iko  second  day  they  were  in  sight  of 
the  French  coast.  The  sky  and  the  sea  mirrored  each  other's 
calmness,  and  were  both  of  a  clear  deep  blue.  Calais  arose 
every  instant  more  (^tinctly,  with  its  gnm  walls  frowning  on 
the  edge  of  the  waters.  It  was  not  Edwards's  intention  to 
land  them  at  the  town,  whil^er,  on  account  of  the  war,  he 
dared  not  approach ;  but  he  hoisted  a  Dutch  flag,  although 
there  was  no  vessel  in  sight,  and  lay  off  the  coast  until  sunset. 
A  very  brilliant  moonlit  succeeded,  and  then  the  captain 
steered  towards  a  low  headland,  some  leagues  to  the  west  of 
Calais.  ETery  rock  and  breaker  of  the  coast  was  as  famiMar 
to  him  as  his  flelds  to  a  villager ;  but  he  waited  iar  aevesal 
luniM,  iH  expectation  of  jonie  signal  from  the  dwM.  dmib 
at  last  observed  a  bright  green  rocket  shoot  .&om  a  projeetinF 
TOck.  wMeh  WW  answered  by  the  diapby  of  a  lel  lamp  on 
their  nuuit-head,  whffii  ,he  was  informed  by  the  captain  that 
the  time  had  arrived  to  attempt  a  debarkation,  and  the  two 

nsengerSf  himself,  and  a  few  seamen*  got  into  the  joliy- 

The  tide  was  out,  and  the  sea  brealdog  in  a  moumM  jnnr- 


iBgast  oailia  green  Tocks  whidi  lix^  the  sbore,  Isenealli  ehaUnr 
diiSs  of  gxeat  keight.  The  boate  stranded  oa  the  shallow  reen 
very  soon,  and  they  were  obliged  to  walk  and  jump  oTer  thie 
slippery  rocks,  xizitil  they  reached  what  appeared  to  be  -a  hole 
in  the  cli^,  searce  la^e  enough  to  adinit  a  single  man. 
Gnided,  however,  by  iEidwards,'  they  ciawled  one  after  tl:^ 
other  in,  and  soon  found  the  hole  widen  into  a  spaeiotis  sort 
of  passaige,  formed  in  the  chaJk,  which  termiiated,  to  01aade*s 
great  ou^rise,  in  a  ootta^ge  belonging  to  a  £shennan  in  league 
vtith  the  smofi^lers.  This  man  and  lus  family  received  Claode 
Hidi  onbonXl  kindness,  both  as  being  recommended  by 
Edwards,  and  bein^  of  Norman  blood,  and  itoy  readily 
agreed  to  do  everytibing  necessary  to  expedite  him  on  his 
JQVEmey.  The  captain  only  stayed  to  drink  a  cnn  of  brandy, 
aod  to  exchange  a  hear^  farewell  w^  Olande  andlitlae 
MervTB,  whom  he  kissed  and  hugged  most  affecti<mately, 
and  tnen  returned  to  his  vessel. 

The  next  day  bdield  our  travellers  on  iheir  way  to  Saint 
Omer,  well  mounted  and  armed,  though  without  a  passport, 
Mervyn  riding  delightedly  before  his  protector.  AU  these 
eood  things  were  procured  by  a  liberal  outlay  of  Claude's 
donbloons,  but  he  dared  not  apply  for  a  passport,  lest  inquiry 
should  be  raised.  The  news  of  the  great  &re  was  already  tfaue 
universal  topic  in  Calais,  and  Claude  desired  no  questioning 
on  the  subject ;  and  as  the  police  of  those  days  was  by  no 
nieans  strict,  he  easily  crossed  the  frontier,  and  entered 
FLanders — ^whidi  was  still  an  appanage  of  the  house  of 
Amtria. 


CHAPTER    VIII. 

CATTAIK  OAXES. 

It  was  a  fine  bright  morning,  and  both  traveUers  were 
d^igirted  to  be  once  more  on  terra  firma  ;  but  towards  nooU'- 
^j  the  heat  grew  so  oppressive,  mat  Claude  fbund  it  neces- 
ucBj  to  seek  nielter  for  a  time.  The  road  was  skirted  on  both 
sides  by  very  rich  meadows,  and  shaded  by  broad  oaks  and 
chestnuts;  and  as  he  had  taken  the  precaution  to  £11  his 
saddle-ba^  with  sudk  viands  as  he  had  deemed  good  for  a 
journey,  he  thox^ht  they  might  as  w^  alight  and  satiraQr 
l^ir  appetites,  in  a  pleasant  rural  way,  under  the  trees.  Hje 
dismounted,  therefore,  and  turned  hxs  horse  loose  among  the 
green  herbage ;  then,  hearing  the  babbling  of  a  stream  at 
nandy  he  penetrated  a  woody  ravine  on  mis  left,  to  seek  its 

E  2 
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cool  waters.  He  liad  npt  advanced  manv  yards,  however,  ere 
he  encountered  a  bony  Rosinante  of  ajjiorse,  tied  by  the  leg 
to  a  crab-tree,  and  browsing  with  famished  eagerness.  ,This 
made  him  look  forward  with  some  anxiety,  and  he  perceived 
a  man  stretched,  either  dead  or  asleep,  on  the  grass.  A  few 
steps  farther,  ai\d  the  deep  nasal  snore  which  greeted  hu4^ 
showed  that  the  latter  was  the  case. 

Duval  hesitated  as  to  whether  he  should  retire  quietly,  ojc 
take  the  society  which  chance  offered.  He  had  all  a  French 
man's  liking  for  chatter,  but,  on  the  whole,  the  8tranjg;er  dia 
not  exactly  please  him.  He  was  of  a  low,  square-set,  m-bu^ 
form — ^his  neck  short  and  thick,  his  arms  (fisproportionatd^^^ 
long,  and  terminated  by  large  bony  hands.  J^is  visage  anl| 
features  were  of  a  peculiar  cast,  for  the  mouth  was  ini  tH^ 
centre  of  the  face,  and  the  disproportionatelength  of  the  chm 

fave  him  the  look  of  a  baboon.    This  natural  ug^hess,  i^dea 
y  an  expression  of  low  cunninff,  which  the  '*    • 
even  in  sleep,  made  it  one  of  the  most 
Claude  had  ever  seen. 

The  man  was  dressed  in  a  suit  of  dilapidated  regimeQtal^. 
such  as  were  worn  by  the  old  guard  of  Cromwell,  and  aj^d 
with  sword  and  pistols.  A  dirty  leather  wallet  lay  near  ni]^^ 
and  the  relics  of  a  banquet,  consisting  of  very  coai^se  esculen);s^ 
were  scattered  about ;  also  a  grey-hen,  or  stone  bottle,  whipn 
had  contained  some  sort  of  strong  liquor. 

On  the  whole,  Claude  thought  he  would  leave  the  stranger^ 
to  his  slumbers  ;  but  it  was  no  longer  possible ;  Mervyn,  }e^ 
by  instinctive  dislike,  lifted  a  clod,  and  threw  it^  ou/  the' 
8&anger's  face.  He  awoke  with  a  start  an(t  a  CQufusedjci^e. 
and  h)oked  around  with  a  pair  of  small,  vicious,  pig-^yes,' 
whose  expression  of  alarm  almost  made  Claude  laugh.i  [M^A. 
he  civilly  explained  his  purpose  in  French,  and  tol'd' jS^ 
stranger  that,  if  it  would  not  interrupt  him.  he  and 
little  boy  would  take  their  dinner  in  the  shade  fif  tloiQ 
trees  around.  ,\    ,,'     :j 

'*  I  understand  no  French,"  said  the  other^  doggedly^  ani 
in  a  very  coarse  voice.  "But  if  you  know  5  any  thine  .jor 
Aunglish.  8i)eak  out,  and  lH  do  what  I  can  condcieii^<>«ay;,^ 
pleasure  ye.  -if 

Claude  repeated  his  apology  in  English,  And  th^e  stranger, 
having  muttered  his  acquiescence,  Claude  quietly  proceeded!) 
to  open  his  larder,  consisting  of  part  of  a  haimch  of  yenisoA^i, 
and  a  little  keg  of  the  finest  brandy,  a  parting  present  fronpi. 
his  friencl  the  smugglei^.  Observing, that  his  new  companioii, 
viewed  thede  preparations  not  without  emotion,  Claude  in- 
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Vlted  Mm  to  partake,  and  soon  found  that,  whatever  lie  had 
eatf n  previously,  he  had  left  off  with  a  competent  appetite. 
He  drank  in  proportion,  and  soon  grew  very  talkative. 
•' '  tbu^  fire  of  London  was,  of  course,  the  first  topic.  The 
stranger  had  heard  nothing  of  it,  but  he  listened  with  great 
ihlerest  to  Claude's  details,  interspersing  the  narrative  with 
oaths  and  ejaculations  of  wonder,  and  ^stifying  great  satis- 
fection  on  learning  ttat  the  Catholics  were  considered  or  sus- 
pected as  the  authors  of  this  vast  ruin. 

'  **  And  what  do  men  say  of  this  paupistical  duke  of 
yjosirck  P"  he.  said,  in  his  broad  manner.  "Do  they  not 
ijbnsider  te  is  at*  the  boattem — ^the  snake  coiled  at  the  root 
of  all'lliis  offence  P  'Slife,  I  warrant  him,  he  would  burn 
<^ne.haJf  of  AungliBLud  to  make  the  other  a  dunghill  of  damn- 
^bfeVaupisHtry  r 

'  'f  If  cannot  6ay  I  think  the  duke  hath  any  hand  in  it,"  re- 
|<^i  Claude,  **  which  were,  methinks,  as  ^if  a  man  set  fire  to 

is'bWn  com  to  dry  it." 

.  /'Then,  without  doubt,  it  is  the  Jesuits,"  said  the  stranger, 
^ftde^ing  Wiih  a  nod  the  brandy-bottle  which  Claude  offered, 

» *^ prithee,  master," said  Duval,  somewhat  sharply,  "speak 
A<6t  So  disrespectfully  of  those  Christian  fathers — ^we  are  not 
How  in  England." 

*^'  *'Bteaven  be  praised  for  that  same  !"  replied  the  stranger ; 
"  for  of  all  the  accursed  places  on  earth  for  an  honest  man  to 
flv^  in — *sUle !  a  man  tad  better  be  a  dog  in  any  other 
^ttntry!"  ' 
^'^"You  have  been  in  the  army,  sir,  I  presume,  from  yqfir 


»» 


AiSa^  ?*'  said  Claude,  inquiringly. 
**'''i*Ay,.ay,  in.  two  armies,  those  of 
MieiWe'gentlmnm.    "  But  virtue : 


God  and  those  of  man, 
te.  gentleman*  "But  virtue  makes  enemies  wherever 
js^  and^  mine  got  me  kicked  out  of  both  services.  You 
^  tfive  heard  of  me — ^my  name's  Oates — Cj^tain  Gates.*' 
"FailSh,*  1  have  heard  of  one  parson  Gates,  who  was  chap- 
on, board  a  man-of-wap»  and  narrowly  escaped  the  gallows 
^Sp^gw}^ch-^" 
^^^'jjfes,  sjrri  am  that  most  injuied  man;  the  victim  of  a 
^il^' ploat,"  interrupted  the  stranger,  coolly  supping  his. 
bnpcwr^thoi^gh^the  practices  alludeci  to  were  certainly  such 
i^^xght  haye  brou^iit  a  blush  to  the  devil's  own. cheek. 
**^Al^  J  captain  and  his  bbocanier  crew  of  reprobates  could 
if5f;'1&»<^r  the  wholesome  boldness  of  my. holding  forth  and 
iJifeaSchinff  bif  the  word,  wherein  X  indeed 


resembled  a  glori- 
Ifeit  V^nt  preaching  to  Lucifer  and  his  fiends ;  and^so  they 
tift!inped  up  that  he  which,  when  the  aay  comes,  will  damn 
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them  all  to  tlie  lowest  deptli  of  the  bottomless  abyss !  Bat 
they  were  obHged  to  ayoucn  my  unguiltiiifiBS  before  the  com- 
mission." 

"  What  scandalous  tongties  men  have  !"  exclaimed  Claude. 
*'  I  did  hear  that  parson  Oates  was  only  ^ayed  &om  dangHng 
at  the  yard-arm  by  tenderness  to  his  clothe  and  that  he  was 
dismissed  the  service  with  every  possible  dishonour  and 
shame.** 

"  I  would  I  could  hear  the  man  that  durst  say  so  to  my 
&ce  V*  said  the  other,  colouring,  in  spite  of  the  habitual 
brassiness  of  his  complexion.  "  But,  to  prove  mine  innocence, 
I  may  tell  yon  I  waa  received  with  joy  mto  the  army,  and  by 
my  great  courage  and  ma3sa<png  of  the  popish  rebels  m 
IJremLd,  I  waA  made  a  captain  in  my  oompan^r. ' 

"  And  was  there  some  new  conspiracy  ?"  said  Claude. 

"  Troth,  no,  but  my  preenciples  were  well  known,  and  being 
good,  Protestant,  and  nonest,  the  Duke  of  York  took  some 
sudden  occasion  to  break  me,"  replied  the  captain.  "  Some 
of  my  men  took  it  into  their  viUanous  skullsito  plunder  and 
muraer  some  family  or  other,  in  the  wild  popish  country 
of  Carrickfergua,  and  I  was  made  responsible — ^that's  all." 

"And  whiSier  do  your  bad  fortunes  lead  you  now,  Mr- 
Oates  P"  said  Claude. 

"  Nay,  faith,  I  hare  left  Doy  old  floundering^  guide,  honesty* 
behind,  and  hope  to  thnve  ror  the  loss,"  said  Oates,  smiling^ 
grunly.  "  I  am  on  my  way  to  Pauris,  where  I  mean  to  enter 
the  !EVench  king*s  sarvice ;  I  hear  he  needr  resolute  fellows 
to^carry  on  hia  war  against  these  mjirsh-wadjlers  of  Dutch- 


men." 


"But  will  not  your  religious  principles  be  against  yoti, 
Mr.  Oates  P  You  are  doubtless  one  of  the  indepenaen-fe 
leaven  which  CromweU  left  in  the  king's  cake  P'*  said  Duval. 

"  *Slife,  rd  be  a  Turk,,  or  worship  a  brazen  calf,  for  that 
matter,"  exclaimed  the  captain,  who  was  evidently  elated  with 
his  brandy.  "I  don't  believe  one  word  of  all  those  old 
trumperies  ;  the  devil  take  me  if  I  care  for  him !  Oh  no,  we 
understand  all  that  sort  of  thing  now !  all  hypocrisy  and 
state-tricks !  I  am  not  to  be  bamboozled  with  a  white  up- 
turned eye  and  a  whining  twang  of  the  guUet !  I  was  a  parson 
myself  once,  and  know  that  it*s  all  tom-foolery,  fal-de-ralla  J 
Did  ye  ever  hear^  of  a  quack  taking  his  own  nostrum  P— 
halhalhal" 

The  captain  continued  rattling^  on  in  this  strain  for  soma 
time ;  but  Claude  was  rather  annoyed  than  amused  by  the 
blasphemies  and  unseemly  anecdotes  of  his  accidental  ae- 
quamtance,  and  though  by  no  means  very  starched  in  his 
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awn  principles,  he  was  almost  appalled  hj  those  of  Captain 
Oates.  As  their  potations  deepened,  however,  each  grew 
more  and  more  confidential,  and  Claude  could  not  forbear 
^letting  some  expressions  fall  which  excited  the  curiosity  of 
liis  companion. 

"  Ye  say  the  young  Idd  is  yours,  Master  Dooyal  P"  said  the 
captain ;  "  and  as  ye  can't  aducate  him  to  your  mind  in 
Aungland,  ye  are  taking  him  to  those  veneraole  men  at— 
where  did  you  say  P" 

"  Saint  Omer,'  replied  Claude. 

"  But  I  have  a  papa  in  England,  who  is  a  grand  gentleman," 
said  Merryn,  "  only  he  lires  in  such  a  dark,  big  nouse,  doea 
by  the  water." 

"  Auy ! "  replied  the  captain,  with  a  suspicious  glance  at 
Duval,  who  snailed,  and  patted  his  lip  with  his  foremger. 

"I  comprehend — I  comprehend,"  continued  Oates,  " The 
dd  one  is  m  pound,  and  tms  young  one  is  to  be  driven  out  of 
the  wolf's  way,  Varry  good  ? — ^poor  lamb  !  I  take  an  in- 
terest in  his  hehaif,  Mr.  Claude  ;  'tis  a  fair  child,  varry  fair, 
and  even  as  Eauchel  mourned  over  her  fruit,  calling  him 
Ichabod,  which  means,  in  the  vernacular.  Our  Glory  is  de- 
pairled^  even  so  I — ^but  you  say  you  were  robbed,  robbed  in 
the  great  fire,  Mr.  Claude  P  How  in  the  world  (not  to  ask 
impertinent  questions)  do  you  mean  to  get  on  among  the 
Jesuitical  rogues  without  money  ?" 

"  Oh,  they  did  not  scrape  me  clean  out ;  I  had  a  fat  purse 
in  my  doublet,  ttough  they  stole  my  cloak,"  replied  Cmude, 
proudLv. 

"  Well,  well,l  hope  no  ofience,"  said  Oat«s ;  "^all  I  mean  to 
say  is,  I  have  already  told  you  I  am  no  cant ;  I  doant  care 
about  making  any  of  your  long  hobbledy  speeches  about  faith, 
hope,  and  cluaity,  which  are  but  the  stock  in  trade  of  hypo- 
(JciSy  and  your  soul-dealers ;  if  I  had,  I  might  have  been  a 
sleek,  evangelical  of  a  rogue  still.  But  this  I  will  say — ^in 
abort,  if  you  want  money,  Mr.  Dooval,  to  take  the  poor  little 
wretch  to  a  safe  place,  here's  my  purse,  and  ye're  as  welcome 
to  dip  your  hand  in  it  as  my  own  orother." 

And  so  saying,  Oates  drew  out  a  lon§  red  silk  purse,  which 
seemed,  from  the  chink  and  glitter  within,  to  be  tolerably 
well  lined. 

"  If  I  wanted  it,  captain,  you  should  be  my  Jew  among  a 
dozen — but  see  if  I  do,"  said  Claude,  producing  his  little  bag 
of  moidores,  and  tossing  it  somewhat  ostentatiously  in  the  air, 
it  fell  with  a  massive  lingle.  The  stranger's  whole  counte- 
nance brightened,  and  he  had  some  difficulty  to  suppress  the 
chuckle  TOich  involuntarily  moxmted  to  his  throat. 


56  W]^ITS7itIAB8. 

"  ThB  Lpord  knowa^  it  is  well  for  us  the  popuk  houndtar 
these  parts  have  no  reason,  from  our  appearaD£e»  to  suspeot 
lis  of  such  riehesr"  said  he^  replacing  his  purse  very  carefuiiy. 
"  They  say  these  marshes  of  St^^Omer  pre  hauat^d  by  w 
manner  of  vagabond  robbers  and  thieyes,  that  lear  neithter 
Goad  nor  man  :  indeed,  I  doubted  stiPODgly  whether  X, should, 
go  on,  or  spend  the  night  in  tlie  no2;t  village,  but  for  jQnas, 
company.**  ...  ', 

"So    you're  travelling  to  Sfc.  Omer,  too?**  84id(BiwAl>. 
though  not  without  a  moment's  suspicion. 

"  Yes,  sooth ;   I  have  diverged  from  my  direct  >TDi9^te  q£ 
Paris,  to  visit  the  poor  scattered  remaapt  ^stiU  li^ft  thctm/l^f^ 
the  merciless  councils  of  the  ungodly  paap^tical..A|h49U^rp% 
on  tlie  throne  of  France,**  replied  Oates»     ,,...;  v  «  ii 

Claude  glanced  at  the  short  uncomely  figure  before,  hwi,.. 
and  contrasting  it,  mentally,  with  his  owu  fine  athletic, pe^.^ . 
Bon^  consented  to  the  arrangement.  They  continued  th/^- 
conversation  for  some  little  time  longer,  till  Claude,  jot^j 
serving  the  trees  shot  with  a  deep  crimson,  admonished  lus. 
eompanion  that  it  was  time  to  mount  and  resume  tjiio^' 
journey.  ..'' 

The  travellers  were  soon  again  on  the  road,  a  wild-looking^ 
iiorse-path,  traversing  the  heart  of  a  deep  forest,  and  Oateft 
had  some  difficulty  in  making  his  bony  hack  keep  pace  .^rith 
Claude's  good  st^ed ;  but  the  latter,  as  if  from  poUt^u^, 
<took  care  to  keep  his  companion  abreast,  and  never  &\ifie£ed 
jhim  to  get  in  the  rear.  t 

The  conversation  was  such  as  the  gloomy  scenerv  around'; 
naturall^r  excited,  and  the  robberies,  .murders^  and  va^Cjua 
acts  of  violence  exercised  on  the  road  they  were  traversing^ 
of  course  formed  the  staple.    Gates  preten;ted  to.laugfi'at 
these  stories,  but  the  numerous  black  crosses  skirting  the  jrof^l»' 
each  the  memento  of  some  act  of  barbarity,  argi^  w£^  <m: 
the  other  side.    From  this  topic,  he  laimched  into  a  dis^Qr#a* 
tion  on  weapons,  and  boasted  his  own  to  be  the  best  ever  jpa^4^s: 
To  back  this  assertion,  he  handed  his  pistols  to  Claude,  .^ko 
remarked,  with  a  slight  smile  at  his  own  inward  thou^bftp/ 
that  they  were  not  loaded.    He  handed  them  back>  "viFith  a^ 
great  increase  of  confidence,  and  the  dialogue,  became  once 
more  free  and  cheerful.    Gates,  in  his  turu^  admired  his 
fellow-traveller's  defensive  gear,  and  asked  permission  to.-ex;- 
amine  the  temper  of  his  sword.  Claude  very  readily  drew  the 
blade,  and,  fiashing  it  round  his  head,  handed  it  to  the  capr 
tain,  who,  apparently  by  accident,  let  it  fall.    Gates  made  as. 
if  he  would  nave  dismounted  to  pick  it  up,  but  Claude,  with 
thoughtless  politeness,  insisted  that  it  was  his  faull^  aii4i 


USei^^m^'ike  reins  to  Wa  oompanicm,  lejipied  td'^e'  grotind, 
le«yfeg'little  Mervjn  on  the  horse. 

Oaiift  p«in«  which  our  travellers  had  now  reached 'was  the 
^Bte^t  bf  a  hill,  covered  by  fhe  forest  they  were  traversing, 
aitd  #hic^^ininanded  an  extensive  View  or  a  slooping  wood- 
land, terminated  hy  the  leide  marshes  of  8t.  Omer.  The  snn 
Tw»  ai^h  the  hoi^'on,  biit  the  whole  west  stiH  glowed  with 
exquisfte  coloiu^s,  darkly  reflected  in  the  watery  moors  which 
spiffed  *irf'  wide 'desolation  beyond.  Not  a  living  thing,  no 
human  dwelling-place,  was  risible  for  many  miles  round ;  only 
a^ffe#  w2a-lb#l' fliittfered  over  the  pools  and  reedy  islets  of  the 
iiifidr«!!*f*raiid' tliiEJ 'towers  of  the  abbey  of  Clarrvanx  gleamed 
iffc^HS^^^feitoitie'.  'Til^^the  far  east,  indeed,  the  eye  could  discern 
the  walls  ^  and  pyramidal  Steeples  of  St.  Omer,  rising  on  an 
eifi&ifei$^^'if^hieh;'- terminated  the  view,  but  distant  several 
leag^^,'  >■  It*  wai'  a  spot  well  suited,  by  its  solitude,  for  the 
c*™i^8te^k3f  deeds  of  treachery  and  assassination,  and  the 
tli^ght  "O^eeiltrred  to  Oktide  ahno^  as  he  ertooped  to  lift  the 
sWiTO.  Ail  exclamation  of  the  child,  and  a  slight  start  of  his 
h^jTSe;  hifdttced  him  to  spring  up  suddenly — ^bnt  it  was  too  late. 
The  captain  had  seized  the  pistols  from  nis  holsters  almost  as 
hb'ldj^[>M  down,  and  now  presenting  them  at  their  owner's 
head,  very  coolly  invited  him  to  give  up  his  purse,  or  prepare 
t6  have  his  brains  scattered  among  the  trees. 

'GltfOde  waft  startled,  but  after  the  first  moment  of  surprise 
he  began  laughing,  as  if  it  were  a  joke. 

,  "  Come,  sir,  none  of  your  horse-grinning  at  me  !"  exclaimed 
the>cap*aiii,  fiercely.  1  tell  you,  you  are  a  fool,  and  in  my 
po#e*^^I^dm  a  gentleman  of  the  road.    Your  money  or  your' 

^'^^ if&t^Uu  !^—»Ad  is  it  possible  you  are  in  earnest?*'  said 
Gbttde,  wi^  imperturbable  serenity.  ' 

i-*»  ^m^  more  so,**  returned  the  captain.  '*  I  don't  waiit  to 
i«^enf  a  bullet  in  you,  if  I  can  help  it,  but  you  must  be  quick 
afl^^ake  your  election." 

''*^^el^f(^8ar,"' replied  Claude,  with  unruffled  composure.' 
*^^!Jf6-yottr  wor^t-^fire  away ! — the  pistols  are  not  loaded.  Do 
yo4  tmnt  I  was  so  young  as  to  trust  a  gentleman  of  your 
s^ljfeftrttnee ' and  conversation?  I  did  btit  tempt  you,  to 
fflWoVer  yotnr  real  characteiv^and  here  it  is  !-^the  balls  are 
drawn." 

'^e  captain  glanced  for  a  moment  at  Duval,  with  a  mixture 
of  doubt  and  fear  in  his  villanous  eye,  still  levelling  the  pistols, 
Irot  thetmalterable  coolness  of  Claude^s  itnanner  produced  its 
eifect.  He  burst  into  a  laugh,  and  quietly  poking  the  pistols 
baek  into  the  hcdsters  exclaimed,  "Egad,  a  young  fellow  of 
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infinite  courage  I  Loard  help  na  I  and  did  yon  leally  tliiak. 
me  in  earnest,  companion  P" 

"  Eaith,  and  I  sboold  baye  found  yoa  in  eaznest^  too^  liad  I 
not  been  of  better  nerre  than  ikon  art,  villain ! "  said  Du-v^ 
clutcbing  bis  mstols,  eagerly.  *'  I  see  thou  art  one  of  those 
dastardly  murderers  tb^  do  entrap  men  to  their  nun  witk 
caresses,  like  that  Judas  who  is  your  patron  fiend*  Tbepiatc^ 
are  loaded,  and  for  a  proof,  here  is  a  ball  through  your  hat^^L 
the  next  shall  be  through  your  head,  if  you  refuse,  in  youp 
turn,  to  surrender  that  goo^y  red  purse,  which  I  will  bestow 
in  charity." 

Suiting  the  action  to  the  word,  he  fired,  and  was  somefwhafe 
sorprisea,  knowing  that  he  had  only  carried  <^  Oates's  i^ged 
feather,  to  see  him  fall  to  the  ground,  as  if  shot  dead.  Aftec 
pacnfying  his  restiye  horse,  which  began  rearine,  and  neadtjr 
threw  little  Merrrn,  Claude  turned  to  the  fauen  hiehway* 
man,  and  giving  him  an  energetic  kick,  called  upon  nim  to> 
rise.  The  wretch,  howey^,  had  ihe  beetle's  ]iistinct»  and. 
feigned  to  be  either  dead  or  iuflenaible. 

For  a  moment  Claude  hesitated  as  to  the  propriety  of 
efiectually  disabling  him  &om  further  wiekedness  ;  but  a  na- 
tural aversion  to  vimence,  and  even  loathing  of  the  treacherous 
villain,  determined  him  to  spare  his  life.  Convinced^  how* 
ever,  that  he  had  no  rightful  daim  to  the  property  in  his 
possession,  Claude  raasadced  his  poekets  with  great  diligenee. 
He  found  some  gold  and  jewels  of  considerate  value  in  has 
breast,  and  the  red  purse ;  there  was  also  a  long  knife,  and  a 
knotted  handkerchief,  stained  with  blood,  whi^  Claude  had 
no  doubt  had  recently  done  ye<»nan's  service.  He  also  found 
a  leaf  torn  out  of  an  old  iondon  Gazette,  in  which  he  read  an 
exact  description  of  the  captain's  person,  and  a  reward  of 
twenty  guineas  offered. for  his  apprehension^  on  a  diarge  of 
swindlii^  some  tradesmen. 

Claude  very  kindly  left  him  this  certificate  of  respectability* 
and  mused  for  some  moments  as  to  what  he  should  do  with 
his  captive.  He  finally  determined  on  tying  him  hands  and 
feet,  and  leaving  him  to  the  compassicm  of  any  good  Sama- 
ritan who  might  be  tempted,  by  the  reward,  to  take  him  into 
custody, — ^a  plan  which  was  no  sooner  thought  of  than 
adopted,  infinitely  to  little  Mervyn's  amusement* 

The  captain  only  groaned  once  as  Claude  kicked  him  over* 
Then  havmg  broken  the  flints  of  Oates's  pistols,  thrown  them 
iato  a  dit<£,  and  let  his  Eosinante  loose,  to  feed  on  tfae> 
rank  grass,  Claude  remounted,  and  galloped  off  at  a  good 
speed. 

The  sunset  was  rapidly  fading  into  a  bright  silvery  nightly 
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Ttbdn  C3aTide  entered  the  aneient  FLemisk  dW,  Hie  toilt  of 
tlie  daj  were  OYer»  aad  a  sbj  population  filled  the  streets.  It 
was  the  glittering  era  of  i£e  grand  mcmaraiB,  and  besides,  it 
WHS  evidently  a^^-day  in  Saint  Omer.  There  w^e  bonfires 
in  the  streets,  tiie  shrmes  were  deeorated  with  flowers  and 
lamps,  short  petticoats  and  gaudy  caps  appeared  on  li^tsome 
forms  at  every  tozn,  bine  and  red  stoelirmgs  w^re  me  anij 
wear.  The  peasant  girls'  wooden  dogs  were  painted  all  sorte 
of  pretty  colours,  and  their  smart  garters  nung  roguishly 
down  to  their  anldes.  I>aQcing  was  goins  on  in  every  open 
space,  and  Claude  heard  no  sounds  but  utose  of  music  and 
lat^hter. 

fi^uirini'  of  one  of  the  merrymakers,  the  way  to  the 
Jesuits'  College,  he  was  readily  directed,  and  shortly  found 
himself  in  front  of  the  antique  and  masscve  edifice — ^the  forget 
of  the  Homish  church's  chief  thunderboltB  in  that  day. 


CHAPTEE    IX. 


THE  JESUITS. 


The  Jesuits  seemed  to  share  the  public  hilarity  of  the  day,, 
lor  their  convent-gates  were  open,  and  the  good  brothers  were 
engaged  in  distrimitixig  wine,  cakes,  and.  curdled  rmlV  to  all 
w1k>  chose  to  partake — not  to  mention  irorigs  of  holy  rose- 
mary, good  against  charms,  storms,  and  the  headache,  ihef 
havmg  been  blessed  by  the  sovereign  pontiff  hims^. 

Duval  inquired  of  a  girl,  who  was  arraimng  her  hair  after 
Ihe  dance,  ror  the  Beverend  G-fneral  de  Ohva,  who  he  had 
heard  was  on  a  visitation  to  the  coU^e.  The  ghrl  pointed  to 
»  eh«Btaut4ree  of  otraordmary  lii^riance,  j^t  We  ilie 
ooUege-gates,  whose  ^liage,  tinned  with  the  scadet-brown 
hues  of  autumn,  formed  a  sort  of  hanj?mg:-tent  almost  to  the 
ground.  Beneath  this  was  a  bench  of  t^vnsted  branches,  and 
a  mstie  table  spread  with  fruit  and  wine,  at  whidi  sat  an  old 
bat  stin  vigorous  man,  in  the  Jesuit  garb,  and  several  gentle- 
men of  the  province — probably  of  high  rank,  from  the  rich- 
ness of  their  dress. 

The  general  himself  wore  a  pur^e  cross  woven  in  his  habit,, 
and  a  rosary  of  golden  beads.  His  features,  though  some- 
what harsh  and  saturnine  by  nature,  were  subdued  almost  to 
beauty,  by  a  mild  and  noble  expression  of  genius  and  good- 
neiHk     There  were  thnes,  indeed,  when  an  indescribablo 
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fiometMng  in  the  eye,  a  pecnliar  tone  of  tbe  voice,  or  an  iii:- 
cuarded  ffestore,  snowed  that  it  was  not  apathy,  but  sub- 
dued passions,  which  'gave  him  that  gracious  serenity.  Afc 
this  moment,  however,  the  padre  seemed  absojrbed  in  eri|oy- 
ment  of  the  merry  scene  before  him,  smiling  and  bestdwihg 
his  blessing  on  the  happy  peasants,  as  they  crowded  to  bffer 
him  nosegays  of  sweet  flowers  and  reverential  homage.^ 
Amonff  these  sprightly  masses  Claude  Duval  made  his  "V^y 
very  cfeftly,  elbowing  the  men,  and  handing  the  girfs  B.^iU 

"  What  man  is  this^  ot  rather  what  peacock  f"  "sai^'  ^fe" 
general,  turning  with  a  smile  to  his  compambns. 

"  From  his  flaunting  livery  he  should  be  of  Beovenc^^  w^fei^^^ 
i3ie  hot  sun  makes  them  dote  on  rich  colotri*s,**  said'bne  6f%^"^ 
addressed.    "But  methinks  he  is  ccyrtrteotls"  as'la  he^njofefo 
8h3iffling  his  way  to  the  throne  through  Inen  whose '  pial^nts 
dat^  from  Charlemagne."  '  v^o,  ..lb 

*"  And  nune  dates  earlier,  monsieur,"  sdd  Cktidfei  bcfAHjity* 
reverently.     "The  Duval*  came  in  with  Hollo,  ^nd  thopga 
our  family  is  somewhat  reduced,  we  still  keep  oui;  pret^sions^ 
to  half  Calvddos,  with  absolute  possession  of  soihe  S^v'i^ii'! 
acres.      Most  reverend  father,  your  blessing  on  this'  litiip 
traveller  and  myself."    And  he  knelt  at  the  general's  fefet, '  "  ' 
"Who  and  what  art  thou,  son,  that  thv  introduction fs  so. 
brief?"  eaid  the  Jesuit. '  "  And  above  all,  what  fair  child  13 : 
this?"  V"^ 

'  "  My  name  is  Claude  Duval,  servant  of  the  m6si  i^olble . 
Lord  Aumerle,"  replied  the  traveller.  "  The  child  is— i^  biie*: 
whom  Providence  and  his  unhappy  father  commeiid  t6  '^3ur'. 
h<rly  protection."  -  '     '  '"'  '^'"'^^  l\ 

■  "  How—Lord  Aumerle !  Explain  yourself,  son  i*^;^?^^/^'^^^ 
Jesuit,  with  a  keen  and  almost  startled  glance  at  the;  boy/  r  VJ 

"  I  cannot  before  witnesses,  even  so  noble  as  th^e  iFle^jSHb.^ 
gentlemen,"  repHed  Claude.    "  Messieurs,  excuse  pi^t&fQp^ 
th&g  I  say  or  do  is  trammelled  with  an  oath.    But  that  tout 
reverend  lordship  may  not  suspect  my  intelligence  6f  hb^'^oMSiB 
I  would  whisper  a  word  in  your  ear."  ,   ^  ''"^'^  ^  \**!S 

This  Word,  whatever  it  was,  seem^edto  produce  ri.  CabiS&tflJ^ 
effect.  The  general  entreated  his  guests  to  pal'didh'Hii^jTu^^ 
rose  as  if  to  retire  j  but  one  of  the  principai  attionj^  ^tttm  r 
stopped  him.  "  Kay,  father,  we  will'  danc0  aWhile  wim  tn^fr 
pretty  tusticS,**-he  $aid:  **  We  know  the  importance  oP'i&wa^* 
fcom  England  at  this  jimctute :  and  afterwards,  if  it  .plK^.3'^ 
ydu,  I  v^ulid  fain  interrogate  the  gentleman  upon  theTeaiiul^ 
fife  which  has  mkde  London  a  heap  of  ashes."'         '     ?  ,  '!!J1 

Claude  bqwed,  and  after  a  slight  remonstrance  fironi  Ijfd ' 
C^a,''tlfe  g^l^irii^'retited,  and" mingled- wil^  the  tixtl 


dancers,  among  ^hom  tkeir  ghttenns  garbs  and  ax^erior 
ekgaace  seemed  tHe  only  distinctions  mej  assumed. 

, "  Aifd  now  thy  business  ? — ^from  the  earl  ?  is  he  still  in  the 
Tower?''  exclaimed  the  Jesuit,  eagerly.  "Alas I  how  tho 
wbijd  changes !  He  was  of  my  best-loved  friends." 
,  "To  begin«  then,  my  lord,!  have  lost  all  my  credentials, 
papers,  jewels,  documents — I  Icnow  not  what^— from  my  master 
to  vour  reverend  lordship,"  said  Claude- 

"  A  brief  confession — ^how  and  when  ?*'  said  De  Oliva,  a 
shade  of  suspicion  crossing  his  brow. 

"At  the  great  fire,"  said  Claude.  "But  it  will  take  mo 
80^^.  good  half^hour  to  explain  all  Mly,  when  I  shall  not 
]^pear.|)}ameable  in  your  lordship's  sight.  Meanwhile,  do 
you  reqeive  no  assurawce  from  the  child's  aspect  P" 
,  "  Jts  this,  then,  the  yQung  disinherited,  Aumerle's  doubtful, 
son,  whom  bis  last  letters  taught  me  to  expect  P"  said  the 
tfemt,  anxiously. 

'  "jjjook  on  him,  air  I  doth  not  the  grape  flavour  of  the  vine  P" 

-^  **  vertes,  he  much  resembles  my  unhapny  friend — but  your 

story  F"  said  Pe  Oliva,  extendmg  his  hand  to  the  child. 

"Gome  hither,  son !    Alas !  but  his  beauty  partakes  much  of 

his  bad  mother's  most  exquisite  perfection.  Well,  your  story  ?" 

"Beseech  you,  pardon  if  I  first  moisten  my  dust-choked 
lungs  in  a  goblet  of  wine,"  said  Claude,  very  coolly  fillii^g 
himself  a  tankard. 

Th^  padre  assented  with  a  smile,  and  Claude  swallowed  a* 
heariy  draught,  taking  care  to  leave  a  few  bright  drops  for 
If  erFyn^  who  seemed  to  taste  it  with  infinite  relish.  He  then 
began,  as  he  had  promised,  with  a  circumstantial  narrative  of 
t^ej  jj^l^eulara  with  which  the  reader  is  acquainted,  from 
lus  iflj^r^ew .  with  Aumerle  in  the  Tower  to  his  arrival  at 
C|||^f^^.  jBut  he  did  not  seem  to  think  it  necessary  tp  mention 
h&res^ent  afiur  with  the  highwayman, 
^ijie  .Jesuit  listened  with  deep  attention,  casting  frequent 
slpp^s,  of  compassion  at  Mervyn ;  and  when  Claude  concludect 
m  narrative,  the  general  sat  for  some  minutes  in  reverie ; 
%EUs^Q0thening  the  boy's  fair  locks,  he  sighed  deeply. 
j^,  jQiir  tale  needs  no  vouchers,  Duval,"  he  said,  at  last. 
"tBuVihe  loss  of ,  all  those  precious  documenta — and  in  such 
hau^jar-is  indeed  grievous.  "What  if  the  infuriate  parliament 
s^pppulace  shoiud  glut  themselves  in  the  earl's  blood-^no 
I>rQ%  no  testimonies  remain  in  our  hands." 

*'j[t  shall  be  remedied  when  I  return  to  mj  lord ;  which  I 
jwrpose  instantfy,  if  your  reverence  accept  the  charge  I  nave 
^i9M;bt»"  said  Claude. 

"Ido,  as  if  directly  tendered  me  by  Heaven  I'*  swd  the 
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Jesuit.    "  Grod  have  mescjr  on  that  oroel  woman!    I  did  ev«r 
warn  the  earl  that — meiiunkB  I  may  trust  thee,  Ohwde  P" 

''  With  anything  bnt  a  pretty  gin,"  said  Oknde. 

**  Or  a  goblet  of  wine,"  added  the  Jesuit,  smiline  thooght- 
fnlly.  "  W^,  it  matters  not — ^yet  meHiinks  this  imole  aSair 
is  stnuurer  than  aught  that  ever  I  saw  or  read,  thoxm^h  in  my 
young&yii  I  wtulnd  of  the  wUd  romaiiceB  of  H^hen^ 
age.    You  ore  bound  to  secreey,  Claude  P" 

**  By  so  manj  oaths  that  purgatory  would  be  too  good  fotr 
Ine  if  I  broke  one,"  said  the  trayeUer. 
/  '*  I  married  ikem  at  Bru^,  during  the  king's  exile ;  and 
what  a  change  is  this  !*'  oontmued  the  padre,  musingly.  ''Poor 
Aumerle ! — and  for  such  a  prc^igate  fiaunter  vad  micinigfat 
wassailer  as  Howard  was  thy  noble  heart  betrayed !" 

'*  And  my  answer  to  his  lordship  P"  said  Glanae,  eamestly. 

**  The  earl  desired  me  to  relnm  only  yeibal  answers  to  fais 
messages,"  replied  De  Oliya.  "  The  care  whioh  he  oommite 
to  me  and  te  my  holy  order  is  indeed  fraught  witib.  awful 
responsibilitr]^.  Tell  him,  I  acoenpt  it  witii  fear  and  tiemUin^ 
Assure  him,  in  my  name,  that  aM  his  desires  shall  be  MMM 
to  the  yery  letter.  I  would  £un  write  him  a  few  words  of 
consolation,  but  that  I  peroeiye  it  may  compromise  him  wiOi 
his  blood-thirsty  enemies  if  he  is  disooyerea  in  secret  oorres- 
pondence  with  a  poor  servant  d  the  church." 

"  Your  reverend  lordship  promises  then,  never,  by  wovd  or 
deed,  to  giye  this  youne  4Mi.d  «ny  inkling  of  his  true  quality 
and  birth,  unless  desir^  by  the  earl  himself  P" 

"  So  may  Heayen  help  me  in  my  need !"  said  tlie  x>>tdxe^ 
aolemnly.  *'  I  mxt^b.  fear,  Claude,  &at  the  iime  is  nigh  when 
the  knowledge  of  eith.er  would  oniy  proye  the  poor  orphsn% 
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'*  Alas !  mr  lord,  and  I  do  grievously  fear  the  same," 

Duval.  **  However  that  may  be,  and  tiiough  I  have  loi^  iAm 
moneys  whieh  my  lord  sent  to  you  for  cluritable  purposes, 
I  douDt  not  to  retam  with  such  documents  aa  shall  e(myinte 
you  that  I  am  in  no  way  an  impostor."  ' 

"  I  do  not  suspect  thee,  friend,"  said  De  OUfa,  witlh  a 
amile.  *<  And,  in  fine,  I  accept  your  diarge,  so  now  ^ron  may 
join  these  reveUers  awhile,  ibr  I  see  you  are  a  jonal  oota- 
panion."  ^ 

Duval  reverenUy  thanked  the  general,  and  was  going  4b 
leave  the  boy  with  his  new  protestor,  while  he  joined  the 
merry  company  on  i^e  green.  But  Mervyn  leaped  npon  his 
neck,  and  clung  to.faim  with  loud  screams.  The  padre  arDse^ 
and  tried  for  some  moments  to  soothe  him  with,  promises  and 
oaresses,  but  the  dbild  was  not  to  be  pacified,  and  seemed 


ao&er  terrified  than  allured  hj  the  Jettdt^s  fbreign-Boimdiiig 
EngHflh,  iiiougli  couched  in  euch  soft  phrase  as  **  dear  leetle 
hoy  \-^Uquito  de  mis  en^cmas  r 

**  Weil,  taiee  him  with  you— he  will  weaay  anon,"  said  he, 
at  last.  **  He  has  a.  elfflnu;ter,  at  least — ^here  are  two  traits — 
dbstmaey  ai^d  affeetion«  When  his  litHe  lids  begin  to  droop, 
TetnzB  witii  him  to  the  college ;  we  are  not  mnch  nsed  to  the 
management  of  such  nursery-scholars,  but  old  Ambrose,  a  lay- 
hfoiher,  will  i«adiiy  talce  elmrge  of  him." 

Claude  withdrew  witha.  lightened  heart  to  join  the  reyeUers, 

amoi^  -whom    he   soon  ^ablished   himself   as  a  general 

^Ourite.     Independently  of  his   ^lendid  livery,  dashing 

Tmanners,  and  detil*may^-care  style  ofconyersation,  he  danced 

to  admiratioD,  eossiped  with  the  old  women,  and  talked  soft 

nonseAse  with  tne  young.    His  presence  revived  the  festival, 

which  was  beginfmi^  to  flag,  and  a  moonlight  of  surpassing 

hniliancy  had  supphed  the  place  of  the  sun.    Jokes  were 

cracked^  heal^  orank,  songs  sung,  and  merry  ^mes  played, 

till  <dd  and  young  were  all  alive  with  gaiety.    The  favourite 

hut  now  antiquated  sport-^the  beloved  reveny  of  the  Norman 

peasanlay,  and  of  old  England  too,  before  misery  and  manu- 

ikokizes  had  worn  the  life-blood  out  of  our  hearty  and  gallant 

eommoils^-nKiss  in  the  RingT-was  proposed  by  Claude,  and 

GBrried  by  acclamation  of  the  young  men,  and  faint  "  nays" 

from  tiie  tittering  lasses.    And  a  mirthful  sight  it  was  to  see 

ihem  all  standing  in  a  vast  ring,  maid  and  bachelor,  blooming, 

and  blushing,  and  giggling,  Hke  grown-up  fairies,  beneath  the 

Jiweet  moonfight  a^  chequered  shade  or  the  venerable  trees. 

flie  picturesque  peasant  dress  of  the  period;    the  pEorii- 

ooloured  petticoat,  little  roguish  bodice,  and  gaudy  caps  of  the 

women ;  the  gay  nether  garments  of  the  men,  their  long 

dasgling  garters,  and  crimson  sack  caps,  made  as  pretty  a 

gtonping  as  the  most  expert  ballet-master  ooidd  contrive. 

(nie^)od'feth6rs  of  the  convent  (for  so  they  were  considered 
W'tiie  people  of  Saint  Omer,  whatever  the  afiinghted  puritans 
of  f^England  and  the  Jansenists  of  !France  might  hold  them) 
iodked  on  with  encouragement  and  even  pleasure ;  men  whose 
pens  were  fixremost  in  the  £eree  contaroversies  of  the  time,  and 
miu)ee  penB<ms  were  engaged  in  its  most  perilous  rDtri^eg^ 
seemed  to  refresh  their  study-worn  souls  with  this  exhibition 
n£  natural  and  hearty  feeling.  At  the  same  time,  their  presence 
produced  a  salutaiy  effect,  in  restraining  any  tendency  to 
mtemperance  or  quarr^,  to  which,  indeed,  tne  phiegmatio 
people  of  Flanders  were  but  little  addicted. 

De  OEva  himseif  remarked  with  a  smile  that  Duval  obtained 
by  far  the  greatest  number  of  crowns,  to  the  vexation  of  his 
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coo^fflTs ;  but  bifi  perpetuiil  good-DAture,  and  eTident  ^oma^go^ 
kept  kim  dear  of.  aownright  quarrels.  Thjs  Jesuit  obaenriBd 
also,  but  with  deeper  attention,  the  youn^  boy  wbo  had  been. 
BO  8ingalarly<  iaiarusted  to  his  charge.  To  his  surpnee,  MecFyir, 
young  as  he  was,  seemed  bent  on  sharing  aU  the  joUiliesc  am 
pranks  afoot,  imitating  Duval  ^nth.  a  ndelity  a8tonisbaig>ia 
one  so  green  of  years.  He  daneed^  ran  ab^ut  kisAia^  the 
little  peasant  girls,  sipped  wine,  and  made  the  eld  nu^  shake 
with  laughter  at  the  gallant  style  in  which  he  sanfn  a  liltlb 
English  song.  But  at  last  the  urehin  fell  asleep  in  ^eiarms 
of  an  old  womau,  whom  he  persisted  in^aUni|r  (ftmurBeAliib,*' 
and  De  Oliva  <»:dered  her  to  take  the  ohiki  into  theoillege, 
and  deliver  it  to  the  care  of  the  lay^bipothet .ilppQinted't<jM&» 
office.  Hie  great  bell  of  the  conrent^  soon  md  tolled^  and 
the  good  meeting  was  broken  up.  '    ♦      •  ..ii!i.j  ^ca 

Claude  found  a  straw  pallet  prepared  for  him.  near  noothar 
for  Mervyn,  in  an  apartment  plamly  butaubstaxiliali^if^ 
nished.  Believed  of  the  heavy  responsibilitjr  whii&/»liad 
pressed  upon  him,  he  cheerfully  commended  himself -i^^'thB 
Virgin,  and  was  soon  in  a  deep  sluml^er.  -.  i  i  /. 

In  the  morning,  Mervyn  was  sent  &>r  to  breakfast  withiibe 
padre  himself,  while  Claude  was  handed  over  to  the  eare  df 
the  lay -brothers  in  the  refectory.  These  personages  appeared 
m  some  little  commotion,  and  Claude  lesumed  that  the  moira* 
ment  was  caused  by  the  return  of  Yan  Huysman,  rectov'df 
the  college,  a  man  of  great  severity  in  discipline.  He  had 
been  in  England,  superintending  some  afiiajrs  of  the  olNiec»; 
but  as  he  travelled  in  the  apostolic  fashion,  with  8ori|>  iuod 
sandals,  the  community  were  kept  on  the  alert  as  4oi^J^ 
TOtum.  )  6J\ 

■:  daude  was  earnestly  engaged  with  his  bread  msArimit, 
wlten  a  brother  arrived  to  summon  him  to  thft  gci^MOttdlti 
presence.  On  entering  ^the  apartment,  his  eye  was  ^diriieted 
on  the  newlj-arrived  rector.  His  figure  >w««  rmnarkiil^awr 
its  great  height,  and  the  majestio  shape  of  hift  shouMUrsl^laid 
'headj  but  he  was  lean  and  l>ony  to  the  last  degfee."  fi&sJ!£H0o 
seamed  macerated  by  constant  fasting,  Imt  d»»3^q>reuioii>wa8 
iargSj  severe,  and  commanding,  especia^  when  h||i-I^attkrfn 
eye  lighted  up  as  it  was  wont  when  eiamesdy  tagwods^iUjAai 
babitual  stO(yp,  caused  by  weakness  or  c^isifont  atuffl^,^«dnii- 
what  detracted  from  his  stivture,  but  gavse-ikkind-  or^4e«inii; 
meekness  lo  t^  natural  duksleirity  of  his  figore^  ...  \.^i{ 

A  glance  around '  convineed  Claude  mat  soimetiiing.-ltiifr* 
Inentcwus  hod'oo^tSi^^.  The  padre  looked  pale,  aaidfis'lip 
qui*?«ijri^  ^tli'  BMi'iBoafK.agitation ;  the  rector  himadyf^  se«aboa 
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tedbied;  €»i}y  Iktle  Mervyn  was  quite  ab  Jiis  ease,  sqpgpiiig 
Juead  imd'  buUc.  The  padre's  £r6t  worda  were  ominous. 
.  -'•'hJB  unnecessary  for  you  to  hurry  yourself,  DuTal,  on 
yoBE  ]Mtum  to  Engiand»"  lie  said.  '^My  fiiend,  and  your 
"■oifortiiBate  lord,  is  no  more ;  he  committed  suicide  in  ihe 
Jiognt  on  ike  nt^^t  of  the  £xe/' 

''Clande:iitood  for  a  moment  thunderstruck,  and  then  ex* 
•WaitBingyj  ff^lSLdy   saints  l-r-I  dreaded    this  !-rmy   lord  is 
'ikaadms^ih*  muak,  sobbinff  into  a  chair. 
' .  :^^Hflitven'p»J!f  •  jcnows, '  said  the  Jesuit^  erossing  lumself. 
'.'•BiULvecigeeaiQ^  isi  His»  and  He  will  xepay !" 
."'j^fSutiatjthisii^cfftamP  or  ia  it  but  a  tale  afloat  among  the 
iiiadrritaao«icajC|£theldiMrP''  exdaimed  Claude. 
•>.i4'Xofing  mUh  it.  ia  out- too  true,"  said  Van  Huysman,  in 
his  csim,  Pleasured  tone.    *'  A  jury  sat  on  the  earl's  body  the 
wteiag -ft^kry/hut  iaeuokeonfusion  and  tremours,  on  account 
'OffakHi  BiMkiw$^paoLg  flameSi  that  little  was  done.    The  jury, 
iiadeedyiiDomnlaoiaed  of  Uie  scantiness  and  perplexity  of  the 
•eiidancciibiA '.they  hastily  returned  a  verdict  oi.felo  de  se^ 
And  so  the  earl,  jour  master,  was  buried,  aa  I  myself  saw,  in  a 
-ftnb  igsarety'dBg-m  the  Tower-ditch— uncoffined,  with  lus  doak 

U.Oiaadi^&iiAj  wept  at  this  dismal  recital,  and  hiding  his 
ieMM  fin  his  hands,  sobbed  for. several  minutes  like  a  child. 
'Mtorvyn,  uneonscious  of  the  share  which  he  himself  had  in 
IthAt  gtief,  ran  and  threw  his  arms  around  Claud's  neck,  and 
tabd,  fov  company.  A  few  drops  forced  themselves  to  Oliva's 
knm&iKHH^M^fi  rector  looked  on  with  stoical  ecmiposure^^ 
i«ttnoat  «itb«lwitempt. 

As  Claude  still  persisted  that  the  earl's  prediction  had  come 
MbA  itihal&ft^y&a muidered,  and  called  a  suidder-the  tTesuits, 
^hffgf gfr ifVy J*  «y f^^  ;iK)^hiag  to  Duval,  exchanged  looks  wlueh 
imaik^tbdrrooiiyietion  that  the  prophecy  haa  a  foregone,  coxv 
w«kha»li'9fli^/wiian  Claude  minutely  rdated  his  adventures 
iisiiJiJHiiodftrtbA  interview  in  the  Tower— «nd  the  fierce  pu]> 
'Mlt^Jto  k/ifit;, 1^^,40  if  anxious  to  destroy  witoesses  who«e 
•ftfidfaia^wfta  W.daogeioii»«-Olivxi(  was  once  more  stajg^^red. 
<^iA:Sujanibaa»  however,  coldly  rezoarked,  that  the  very  eir- 
rdlimalanoe:o£  Blood'snoctomal  chase  proved  ao.  alibi,  at  least 
•indiis.fiEtViOiB*.  Still  Claude  persisted  in  his  belief  that  tiiip 
jjBan^liad  murdered  bis  lord,  most  probably  in  :the  time  which 
had  elapsed  between  his  resooe  hj  EdwArdsi  and-va^tiHg 
■mitii^aa  aeain  ia  St  Paul's  c^urd^yard. 
w  .  '^W^.wul  examine  wha4>  oobesion  there  may  be  in  your  ae- 
iQQWiti  ^tUk  the  oHTciimflSUQce  that  appeared  <m  the  ^uest," 
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said  Van  Huysman.  '^  Hei^  is  a  copy  of  the  proceeG^ngs,  en-- 
tracted  from  t&e  Lonien  Oaaetteer,  It  is  short  «Dd  tiimd> 
but  not  without  «ignificiiace." 

The  Jesuit  produ<3ed  a  paper  printed  on  a  small  sheet,  in 
Tery  brown  i^pe,  and  handed  it  to  Claude.  The  latter,  fifkesr 
a  glance  at  Meryyn,  who  was  looking  on  in  innocent  wimder, 
■and  receiving  a  nod  from  OliTa,  rei^  the  ardde  alood.  It 
was  headed :  **  Horrid  Self'-murder  of  a  Popish  Lord  in  the 
Tower,  on  the  Night  of  the  Outbursting  of  the  Fire,"  mui 
•proceeded  in  the  foiiowmg  style  ;< — 

'^  The  monstrous  consequences  whieh  flow  from  a  deviliidli 
religion  (or  rather  atheistical  pantheism)  were  <MLy  aad  miMSt 
horridly  shown  in  the  dismal  discovery  wh»^  was  aiade 
yesterday  jnoming,  about  four  o*clodt,  a.m.,  of  a  bloody  self- 
murder,  executed  by  the  popish  Ead  d'Aumearle  on  his  omn 
person."  Then  followed  a  long  tirade  against  1^  Plope*  said 
all  the  cardinals,  who  were  desngnated  as  Antichrist  ajui  lim 
devils ;  against  the  council  of  Trent :  an  eulc^um  gjsi  JjaiiuBt ; 
and  finally,  by  no  v^^ry  perceptible  connection,  a  hneinmi^ 
tire  of  the  earrs  commitment  to  ihje  Tower.  The  certaiai^ 
of  his  guilt,  in  the  matter  of  the  Iri^  rebellion,  was  straogly 
dwelt  on,  and  his  melancholy  and  desperate  expnsssioiis  4m. 
that  occasicHL  were  noted.  Then  it  was  ambiguoudy  huoted 
that  he  was  aware  of  the  'plot  of  the  Jesuits  to  bum  the  oity, 
and  it  was  concluded  that  t^e  audience  which  he  sqlkstediof 
his  majesty  was  for  the  purpose  of  revealing  that  dxeadftd 
mystery.  But  the  £re  breakmg  out  before  me  king  could  be 
prevailed  upon  to  see  him,  it  was  generously  left  ^  idle  ootr 
sideration  of  the  public,  whether  remorse,  or  disappoiiiteiSiit 
at  the  partial  failure  of  that  most  dismal  pl<^,  had  suddenly 
driven  the  earl  on  to  his  suicide.  The  Gazetteer  prolsissed 
itself  unable  to  determine,  and  proceeded  to  lay  the  evidmite 
before  its  readers.  ' 

The  principal  evidence  was  that  of  Talbot  Edwards,  -Icee^ 
of  the  regalia.  He  stated  that  he  served  the  eari  at  his  w^- 
*per,  and  aided  to  undress  him,  about  half* past  ten.  Thai  he 
left  him  in  bed,  but  as  he  went  out  of  ^ae  anteohasBlMr, 
heard  the  earl  ^et  up  and  draw  the  inaer  bolt.  That  he  hte- 
self  very  earefmly  locked  aad  «emiied  ihe  tiH«e  doors  letmHAg 
to  the  stone  stairs  of  the  Bleedy  Tower,  and  deii9ered.tiia 
keys  to  the  lieuteoant.^  X%tat,  to  oblige  gd»  of  the^wadrders, 
who  was  on  watch  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs,  and  who  ir$» 
afraid  of  ghosts,  he  brought  his  supper  iliere,  nod  ate  it  witk 
him.  Tli^t  they  had  a  Iwef  pasty  and  thtfee  hoops  of  strong 
ale ;  that  afterwards,  ^bddng  sle^j^,  they  agreed  towatch  turn 
about,  but  he  did,  on  his  troth,  beHeve  they  were  once  both 


•asle^  ftt  ihe  Mine  time.  Tliafe»  however,  about  a  quarter 
belbre  twelve  at  night,  he  was  awakened  by  a  loud  report  or 
bang,  which  seemed  to  him  like  the  falling  <^  a  door,  or  of 
aose  portion  of  the  building.  That  the  waisder  and  he  were 
;peatly  :&ight^ked,  and  thought  to  go  to  the  lieutenaat,  and 
r^te  what  they  had  heard ;  but  that  they  were  securely 
&8tened  in  the  tower,  afi  was  usual*  That  alter  Listening  for 
sosae  time,  and  hearing  no  farther  distorbanoe^  they  went  up 
the  stairease*  ^nd  kno^d  at  the  outer  door,  calling  on  the 
earl.  That  while  there,  they  heard  two  deej^,  and,  as  they 
thought^  choked  groans,  followed  by  extreme  silence ;  but  on 
•pftaJring  a  giseat  i]|>roar  at  the  doc»r,  and  calling  out^  **  My 
lords  <J&th  aught  ail  ye  P"  a  yoiee,  which  they  Uxk  to  be  the 
earrs,  answered,  and  said  that  he  was  well,  only  some  timb^a 
had  &llen  in  the  oourt-yard.  That  thereupon  they  retired^ 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  the  night  very  wretchedly,  think* 
iag  it  was  some  speotara^sound;  that  as  soon  as  the  watch  was 
saKeTod,  they  went  to  master  Heutenimt*  and  told  him  what 
they  had  heard,  who  thereupon  was  much  troubled,  and  came 
hastilv  back  with  them.  That  they  Ibuud  all  the  doors  fbmly 
loqkea  on  the  outside,  as  on  the  night  bef<H^e,  and  the  earFs 
he^Kxnn  door  still  fastened  on  the  inside.  That  haying  re- 
ceived no  answer  to  repeated  calls,  master  lieutenant  directed 
them  to  break  open  the  door ;  and  that  entering,  they  found 
the  earl  dead  in  his  bed,  with  a  deep  wound  on  his  left  side, 
and  a  pistol,  wilh  a  spring  dagger,  Vi^^'  ^^  ^®  floor.  The 
only  additional  evidence  was  that  of  Sir  J  ohn  Bobinson,  who 
joerelj  proved  the  findiog  of  the  body,  and  the  impossibility 
of  any  one  having  had  access  to  the  apartment.  The  only  sus* 
picious  drcumstance  was,  that  a  piece  of  torn  paper,  and, 
aome  reported,  a  lock  of  coarse  h^,  were  found  clutched  iu 
the;  dead  man's  hands. 

To  all  this  strong  and  apparently  conclusive  statement, 
CSaude  had  little  to  object.  He  saw  that  both  the  Jesuits 
were  convinced  that  the  earl  had,  in  the  agony  of  his  feelings, 
aod  perhaps  stumbling  <m  the  instrument  at  some  opportime 
fttmnfiit  w  dftffPfrfttJAn,  committed  suicide.  He*  too,  was  stag- 
iljiired  Wits  coherency,  but  he  protested  that  he  would  re- 
.taca  to'England,  and  dedicate  the  rest  oi  his  hfe  to  discover" 
jng:  and  pioushment  of  the  murderers^ 
'■'.  if  I^  were  matter  of  notable  pexil  for  you  to  atten^t/'  re* 
.^ed  Van  Huysman.  "  This :  same  GcuteiUer  contains  an 
.  fiffiei;  of  three  hnndved  jpuneas  fear  your  apprehension." 

*^  Foar  my  apprehanaion  i"  exclaimed  ClsSide. 

**  Yott  are  acouaed  of  robbery  and  Scandaium  Magnatusi," 
relied  the  Jesuit,  sternly.    "  Of  robbery,  in  having  stolen 
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your  master's  jewels  of  the  garter,  and  certaiii  sums,  of 
money ;  and  of  tte  still  graver  offence,  of  giving  out  tkat  a 
child,  supposed  to  be  your  own,  is  the  lawful  neir  of  i^h^  titles 
and  estates  of  the  Ea^  d'Aumerle ;  and  this  suit  is  instituted 
on  behalf  of  his  late  lordship's  wife,  now  countess  in  her  pwn 
right." 

"I did  tell  your  reverend  lordship  how  I  lost  £he  jew^ls^ 
*Tis  a  foul  conspiracy!"  exclaimed'  Claude,  vehemently* j 
"  and  that  this  child  is  my  lord's  sole  and  lawful  hei^,  X  mjX 
maintain  with  my  d^ger,  m  the  thrc»it  of  whoso  denies  it  1)4 
heMng  or  beggar!"        ,  '  .    '.  '       ■       t  \- 

"  I  have  some  private  reason  to  put  faith  in  yourstpi]^ 
Puval,"  said  the  padre,  gently*  "But  we, are  destatute  of  SS. 
prpof,  of  all  evidence,  either  of  his  birth,  pr  oi'his.fa,ther'4 
acknowledgment;  and  this  wicked  woman,  his  mot^er,^hjEi4 
every  engine  of  oppression  at  command.  At  presents  .our -s<rt^^ 
endeavour  must  be  to  keep  his  existence  a  secret,  if.t^ef 
earl's  death  occurred  as  you  suppose,  they  who  have  imbrue 4 
their  hands  in  his  father's  blood  would  fain  wash  away  ihj^ 
stain  in  his.  We  must  go  to  work  cautiously;  we%^Ve 
emissaries  in  England  who  will  make  such  inquiries  as  9^0 
meet.  Meanwhile,  this  child  is  under  my  protection,  what- 
ever happens." 

Claude  bowed,  but  his  heart  was  too  full  to  speak. 

"And  now,  brother,"  said  the  general,  turning  to  Yau 
Huysnaan,  "you  said  you  had  something  to  relate. oCyojqr 
own  mishaps?"  1  « V,  . 

**  Eather  my  good  fortunes,  father,"  replied  Van  Huysmojii 
"  since  I  arrived  in  time  to  succour  a  christian  in  distreas.**' 
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THE  TABLES  TUBNED.  ' 

Claude's  attention,  which  was  somewhat  ^excited  by  iJie 
observation  concluding  the  last  chapter,  was  fixed,  whei^^he 
heard  the  Jesuit  relate  how,  passing  through  the  forest  of 
Clairvaux,  he  had  lighted  on  arman  bound  hand  and  foot,  and 
severely  ill-treated  by  robbers.  He  had  freed  him,  axu^ 
engaged  some  labourers  to  bring  him  to  the  college,  where  ha 
expected  him  every  moment.  He  added,  with  a  smile,  that 
his  Samaritan  propensities  were  quickened  by  a  mishap  which 
had  befallen  himself,  for  that  he  was  robbed,  and  almost 
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mxirdered  by  some  fiighwajmen  in  a  wood,  near  Calais,  tho 
daybefore. 

Claade  was  somewliat  coni^sed  on  hearing  this  tale,  and  on 
folding  that  the  assertions  of  Captain  Oatea  (for  he  doubted 
fittle  it  was  that  worthy)  were  all  taken  for  granted,  it  also 
occurred  to  hint  that,  icom  circumstances,  it  would  be  ex- 
tretnely  difficult  to  dbproye  any  charge  which  his  late  oppo- 
nent chose  to  make.  He  strove,  howeyer,  to  put  on  an  ap- 
pearance of  c^elessness,  as  he  asked  the  particulars  of  the 
encountier,  hesitatiag  in  his  own  mind  Its  to  whether  he  should 
relate  what  he  himself  knew  of  the  matter.  But  the  equiyo- 
^  U0xt  iA  which  he  was  conscious  his  character  now  ap- 
|>eared,  and  his  doubts  as  to  the  opinion  which  those  reverend 
meii'might  have  on  the  propriety  of  robbing  even  a  robber, 
fedtramed  him.  At  all  events  he  determined  that  he  would 
afv^^jnothing  lintil  the  necessity  became  evident.  Perhaps, 
aiteif  all,  the  person  found  might  not  be  Oates,  and  to  certify 
nimiblf  oil  tms  particular,'  he  asked  and  gained  permission  to 

Claude, '  on  leaving  the  coUege,  having  observed  a  black- 
8snth*B  forge  near  the  gates  of  St.  Omer,  through  which  the 
victim  musib  enter,  led  his  horse  there,  to  have  him  shod. 
There  was*  as  usual,  a  considerable  throng  of  boors  and  towns- 
folkrassembled  in  the  black  stithy,  and  Claude  found  that  the 
conversation  was  concerning  the  recent  robbery,  and  father 
Tan  Bfuysman's  humanity.  The  forge  was  open  on  all  sides, 
and  Clause  stood  slightly  apart,  while  the  huge,  brawny-armed 
Viilcan  jferformed  his  task.  He  soon,  however,  foimd  that  he 
was,  for  some' reason  or  other,  an  object  of  general  dislike  or 
distrust.  The  men  whispered  one  another,  and  looked  at 
him  with  inauspicious  eves*  -The^entre  of  this  general  sen- 
sation was  a  stumpy  little  man,  who  seemed  actively  engaged 
in  exchanging  suspicions,  with  his  neighbours.    . 

Claude  bore  this  for  s6me  time,  till  finding  that  the  matter 
did  not  mend, "  Why,  Jipw  now,  my  masters, '  he  said,  "  what 
is  this?  You  seen^  afraid-  of  me,  as  if  I  had  the  plague  in 
ft^dbsM^;  ^Hit'meanyeP"     •  * 

'^b'itfswer  waai  rettimed  to  thiis  question  for  some  minutes  5 

^e^frieii.hnitled  up  together,  and  even*  the  smith  dropped  his 

^^    >r,tb  took  u|)  with  expectationf.    All  eyes  were  turned 
[fe  tne  old'  man,  who  looked  embarras^d  with  the  re- 
^risibility  thus  cast  upon  him.      •  '        ■ 
-'•^* Monsieur,"  he  swd,  at  last,  mm  eVideteLtreluStaaice,  ''ex- 
cuse US  $  but  you  are  not,  bb  I  *thinki  mtwih  kn!6wn  in  these , 
partwP" 
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"  'Tis  vciy  true,  and  I  care  not  an'  I  were  less,"*  relied 
Claude.    "But  why  do  you  make  the  remark?" 

"Because — ^because,"  muttered  the  peasant,  "I— I  am  tibe 
•yiidic  of  the  town  gates,  and — and—** 

There  was  another  solemn  sHence. 

"  And  what  have  I  to  do  with  the  svndio  of  the  town  gate»; 
except  to  wish  it  may  be  long  ere  tne  keys  cease  to  grace 
your  worship's  belt  P"  said  Claude. 

•*  Have  you  a  passport,  master  stranger  f*  said  a  bin^- 
Iboking  man,  whose  garb  proclaimed  him  one  of  iiie  syndid'il 
porters. 

**  When  I  learn  by  what  right  you  demand  to  knowj  1  sbutS. 
be^more  ready  to  inform  you,"  said  Claude. 

"  I,  sir  t  I  am  the  syndic,**  replied  the  old  man,  brii^Qiftg 
up  with  importance. 

"I  showed  my  letters  to  the  padre,  wheo  I  entered tbef 
town  yesterday,  and  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  repeat  flie 
operation,'*  said  Claude,  sharply. 

"  Say  you  so,  say  you  so,  my  master?"  replied  the  &ynd!e. 
'*  Then,  by  St.  Bertin !  we  cJiall  find  means  to  make  you.  My 
life  against  a  button,  gentlemen,  this  fellow  is  the  rery  ma&^ 
Claude  PuybI,  as  he  c^s  himself."^ 

"Troth,  you  are  right  enough:  mjr mother  gave  me  ho 
reason  to  be  shamed  of  the  name,'*  said  Duval. 

An  exclamation  of  surprise,  and  even  fear,  burst  from  tlie 
crowd.  The  smith  ceased  his  work  altogether,  those  who  had 
swbrds  laid  hands  on  the  hilts,  and  the  rest  seised  such 
weapons  as  chance  presented,  as  if  agamst  some  ferociqus 
animal.  Claude  vras  infinitely  puzzled,  but  could  not  refram 
from  laughing  at  this  sudden  ptmio. 

**  Ay,  laugh  away,  laugh  away !  you  will  grin  in  another 
guise  when  the  axe  is  on  your  neck,'*  exclaimed  the  syndic, 
suffering  himself  to  be  elbowed  out  of  his  prominent  pofifition. 
'*  Gentlemen,  seiae  him  in  the  emperor's  name  and  the  good 
"town's ;  he  is  a  robber — ^he  confesses  to  the  name — and  his 
outward  presentments  are  exactly  answerable.     Seize  him.** 

"  Who  dares  is  weary  of  the  world  t*'  exclaimed  Claude 
fiercely.  "  But  what,  in  all  the  saints'  names,  has  put  this 
Inadness  into  your  empty  skulls  ?'* 

"  Here  comes  one  who  will  explain,  good  faith,"  said  the 
syndic,  pointing  to  a  paass  of  moving  Objects  advancing  on 
the  road.  , 

Claude  had  no  difficulty  in  making  out  what  was  meant, 
when  he  recognized,  amiai9t  a,  confused  mob  of  peasants,  a 
.sc[uat  figure  on  a  rawboned  horse,  which  he  seemed  to  sit  with 
difficulty,  bending   forward   in  a  very  ludicrous  position. 
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Clascle  perceived  thafc  Hub  perooBage  was  relating  some  storf,' 
in  a  raised  and  much-excited  tone,  exhibiting:  to  the  rabble»« 
bj  way  of  iEastration,  his  wrists  and  anlues,  which  were 
maxkeSiin.  red  rings.  The  broad  tones  and  Tile  French  in 
whath  this  individnal  was  addressing  his  conductors, — ^for  it 
seemed  he  eonld  speak  it  when  he  chose, — and  the  deception 
he  was  practbbg,  moved  Claude  irresistably  to  laughter,  in 
spite  of  Hke  danger  in  which  he  stood.  Oates*s  eye  was  in- 
fltaptlj  attracted  by  the  tmexpecled  sound,  and  uttering  a 
ahriH  cry,  he  croucned  down  to  his  horse's-neck,  screaming, 
*'  Good  people,  good  people,  seize  him  I  that  is  the  murderous 
tkdflf  who  nE^tziated  me !  seise  him ! "  And  as  if  overcome 
by  terror,  he  slided  off  his  raw-boned  steed  to  the  ground, 
whece  he  lay  kiting  and  sereaming. 

"  Seize  kon,  in  the  emperor's  name,"  shouted  the  syndic^ 
CQslipig  out  of  pistol-shot.     "  Jm  voleter  I  au  voleur  I " 

Borne  of  the  boldest  of  the  ^bie,  repeating  this  cry,  as 
hunters  halloo  to  the  dogs,  rushed  on  I/uval.  At  first,  the 
fiXMd  J^armaaa.  began  protesting  his  innocence,  and  accusing 
Otttest  of  his  viUanv,  but  his  voioe  was  overpowered  in  the 
iq>roar*  Finding  tnere  was  no  chanee  of  fair  play  from  icho 
malu^  Claude,  resolving  to  £oroe  his  way  out  of  tbeur  dutches, 
drew  his^  sword.  This  movem^it  sent  than  rolling  one  over 
another  m  great  oonfusioai ;  but  tkey  were  rallied  instantly 
by  thft  ponderous  porter,  who  struck  Claiade  a  stunning  l^ow 
imk  hi&  exidgel  on  the  sword  arm.  In  &  moment,  the  mob 
nndied  upon  him  like  waves  of  the  Bea»  and  he  was  fairly 
orvzpowered  and  forced  down. 

.  Dates,  observing  the  success  of  his  allies,  now  rushed  inta 
the  miiky  and  screaming,  "My  purse,  mv  purse,  villain !" 
knelt  .oa  Claude's  chest,  and  tore  open  his  doublet.  The  next 
moment,  the  purse  waved  triumpnantly  ov^  Gates's  head, 
and,  chajiging  his  cry  into  "  My  joals;  my  joals,  monster ! " 
he  eon^ued  his  search ;,  but  Claude  was  now  roused  to  des- 
peration, and,  exerting  all  his  strength,  he  dashed  Oates  to 
thesround  with  terrible  violence. 

T£e  mob  thought  their  prisoner  secure,  and  the  suddenness 
of  the  onset  dismayed  them.  Claude  struck  round  with  his 
pirtols,  his  sword  lleing  brdcen,  and  he  quickly  cleared  a  way 
to  the  spot  where  his  horse  was  standbg,  with  the  tawny 
blacksmith  beside  it,  stasring  dumb  with  amazement.  To 
spaong  into  the  saddle  and  dash  out  on  the  road,  was  the  work 
of  a  moment,  and,  simultaneously,  Claude  perceived  some 
mounted  gendarmes  gallopxng  out  of  St.  Omer,  shouting, 
**  Au  voleur  /"  Flight  was  now  his  sole  resource,  for  he  had 
little  doubt  he  shouhi  be  cut  down  before  he  could  make  any 
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efplanatioo,  aad  lie  set  off  it  a  rate  whieh.  sooa  left  pciawiL 
&r  behmd.  .'.:•-» 

/  His  panic,  howeysr,  serv^ed  instead  of  the  gendammm^  aaS 
Claude  continued  at  thesasne  speed  until  his  horse,  afeKmg-aJr 
it  was,  showed  syrai^toms  of  exhaustion.  Goreved  "v^lt  dfoan^ 
and  the  sweat  streanmig  irom  his  flai^,  the  dpurdtsetf  badr 
bst  the  power  of  vfirgiae  it  rand  Claude,  finding  tb«k  he4 
crossing  a  large  tract  of  uninclosed  eouniity-f  am  beifa^i 
fied  tha^ursuit  was  over,  idlow^d  the  Aniinftl  to  take-atsi 
pape.  He  had  now  ieirare  for  thoughb^iead 
were  by  no  means  pleasant.  .   -  '      •.    .v   ^.»--*t' 

fie  knew  that  he  was  on  the  directtrofui«to  Paris/tmd  4lAt 
in  two  hours  he  had  left  St.  Omer  nearly  twem^ mflesfaofaoML 
him.  The  general  beli^  whieh  Oatea's  /fiaJiB>  Jiad  ofataflmWb^ 
and  the  seeming  proofs  which  suppovted  lt,'iiiad»'iiti]BrpM^ 
slble  to  return.  On  the  other  hand,  hirdisapjpeavaho^  imld: 
oonfirm  all  that  had  been  alleged  against  mm  rbbsidesrhe. 
had  still  in  his  possession,  as  he  thought,  the  bank-lnlliwhixiiit 
he  was  to  hare  deliyered.  On  rummaging  hia  podootr,  IvMr^ 
erer,  he  found  that  it  was  gone,  and  yerj  likely  into  Oatcii^^ 
hiind«  when  he  rifled  him. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  seemed  ma^ess  io  retoaai'^ 
and  when  Claude  ruminated  on  how  he  had  fidfiUed  his  ptoo>^ 
mise  to  the  letter-^that  his  lord  was  dead,  and  his  dbud'* 
cause  hopeless— he  determined  to  continue  his  route  to  Ikris, 
and  thence  write  a  full  explanation  of  his  conduot  to  the  padre» 
aud  await  his  instructions.  •  But  to  effect  even  thir  v^aa  not? 
without  difficulty,  for  he  was  aware  that  the  wJiole  conxitiy 
must  soon  be  in  a  hue  and  cry,  and  that  his  torn  dress,  t  And 
the  eidiausted  condition  of  his  horse,  must  neckssaciyLytrais^ 
svusnicion.  He  determined,  therefore,  to  coneeal  lumself  it^< 
nifitLtfall  in  a  forest  which  stretched  to  his  right.  >  1 1 

J^m  this  resolution,  he  was  diverted  by  a'nenv  circiim<» 
stance*  As  he  approached  the  forest,  a  wild  boar  rushed-oot^ 
pursued  by  a  full  cry  of  huntsmen  and  hounds,  whose thcosda. 
and  gear  were  in  not  much  better  plight  than  his  own,  jtnd 
t^e  HLOught  struck  him  that  he  would  ride  to  a  village  wluch 
he  saw  down  in  a  ravine  of  the  forest,  and  represent  himself* 
as  one  of  the  hunters,  worn  and  ragged  with  the  day's  spovtk 
This  idea  no  sooner  oocured  than  he  adopted  it,  and,  walldng 
beside  his  spent  steed  down  a  very  steep  road,  he  found  him'* 
self,  to  his  great  joy,  before  an  inn,  bearmg  the  appropriate 
sim  of  the  "  Golden  Cross  of  Mercy." 

Meanwhile,  Oates,  though  stretched  bleeding  and  senseless 
on  the  floor  of  the  smithy,  remained  master  of  the  flield.  He 
was  raised  with  the  greatest  4«ndeme88,  and,  agreeably  to 
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(tfdefs;  earned  to  the  Jeiliiitii'''<;oU^;    Tkd  whol^ 

story  was  at  first  heard  with  incredulity  by  Oliva  i  bat  Van' 

Hi^SBimr  toolr  the  opposite  side,  iess  -  fnatt  >  easy  pordality  to 

tiieyyrwjnage  whose  life  he  had  sared,  thaa  imn  the  natartJ 

sflmity  of  his  tenip^,  and  the  JUopimon  -yvieskk  he  had  of  man^* 

Vmi  M  geneond.    Hetook' the  care  of  Gates  on  biniBelf,  having 

steiied  medieifLd,  aik  a  relaKatian  from  ti^61ogy$  Medhxm, 

wuhedfais  maay  bruises  with-  atr  embroeation,  and  ordered 

kin  «to'  Temadn '  qtdet/  although  he  tes^fied  a  *  gr^t  desire  to 

apeak***4fm<aa^y  wih^  he  hesxd  that  Dutal'had  eseaped  alL 

porsidty  the  gendarmes  returning  completely  cachaustea. 

^i0n.iYC8neviEM[  tild  purse,  whidi  Oates  continued  to^  grasp 

&KipnMw^;  '^an^iHuysixian  instantly  reco^ized  it  as  that 

wlhicitf  hibd  been  taken -from  him  hy  robbers  in  the  wood  near 

GrinKt  Leairning^ howertrervtiiat it  had  be^i torn  itom.  Olande^ 

MjiOMi^dedtluiit  Oates 'had  mistaken  it  fot  his  own — an  opi- 

nidn^^w^bdch  that  gentleman  jbook  no  care  to-impugn^  when  ne 

uinyntbod  how  thef  case  stood* 

-r^Bn^i^fiMng^  was  agBanst  Ckude.  Although  the  men  who 
had^tcftJHbed  Ean  were  in  black  masks,  Yan  Huysman  recol- 
lected that  one  of  them  resembled  Claude  in  height  and  figure* 
LiMie'  M^rvyn's  childish  innooence  made  it  hnpossible  to 
gather  any  confirmation  from  Mm,  and  even  Ohva  began  to 
meiine  to  the  painful  bdief  that  Claude  was  indeed  the  a»Kus« 
sin  ^  he  was  represented.  This  opinion  threw  a  shadow  of 
doubt  on  his  wncde  story,  which  was  deepened  into  convic- 
tion when  Ms  prolonged  absence  and  silence  left  no  other 
intOTfretation  of  his  conduct. 

Meanwhikj  Oates  recovered  fast  under  the  care  of  Yam^ 
iSayBman,  whose  severe  stoicism  of  temper  and  manners,, 
n^eitkeless,  made  even  his  charity  repulsive.  Oates,  who 
had  neither  principles  nor  talents,  managed  to  conceal  thie* 
want  of  both' by  the  low  cunning  which  was  his  characteristic. 
!For  8)Mne  time  he  kept  absolute  silence  on  the  circumstances 
whioh  had  occurred  between  Mm  and  Duval,  under  pretext 
of  estrone  weakness.  He,  however,  listened  to  all  accounts  ; 
questioned  on  such  points  as  were  not  sufficiently  clear'  ;~— 
and  at  length,  when  the  general  judged  him  well  enough  to 
ailswer  his  inquiries,  he  was  prepared  with  a  tale  so  admi- 
rably well  concocted,  that  it  was  hardly  possible  to  suspect  its 
trnto:.  i 

The  hints  wMch  Oates  had  gathered  concerning  Mervyn, 
furnished  him  with  tiie  groundwork.  He  alleged  that  he  had 
met  with  Claude  in  the  forest  of  Okirvaux;  that  they  had 
dined  and  drunk  together,  and  that  tihe  former,  excited  by 
wine,  confessed  that  he  had  a  plan  afoot  to  deceive  the  fathers 
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of  St.  Omer,  and  eyen  gloried  in.  it.  This  plan,  aecordmg  to 
Gates,  waa  noiiang  less  than  to  thrust  a  base  claLd  of  his  owa. 
mNm"ihe  &then,  under  pretced  tiiat  it  was  the  scm  of  an: 
f^gHah  nobleinaD,  eoi^ned  in  the  Tower;  an  aodaeiaiia. 
oalamnT^  which  seemed  mxfipaxM  by  many  cireoiiasiancea^ 

On  me  wkole,  the  balanee  of  {e^dence  inclined  abrongl^ 
against  Clande.  Siill  ^  genead  withheld  his  deeinon  nntal. 
ao-sao  tidings  shoxild  eome  msa  Ike  aeensed,  and  he  still  hoped 
tihat  those  tidings  woald  oostain  his  jnstifieation.  Bat  wwi 
no  inteUigenee  vrhatever  amvedy^and  sereraL  days  passed,  tka. 
padre  foundMs  sni^iieiosiB.  ripeinng  into  cerfeauitj.  StilLba^ 
was  puzzled  bj  the  great  resiembhuiee  between  Menrjn  and 
HiB  late  earl,  his  alleged  fatbnr^  i^unoa  he  had  known  well  in. 
ftamertimes.  Unlofikibf,  it  ooeorrvd  to  him  to  explain thia. 
lesemblanee  in  a  masmet  which,  dumed  in  witk  the  gefterat« 
ta>te»  Although  Lord  Amserle  had  never  been  a  man  o£  ia^ 
tadgoe,  the  padre  knew  not  idxat  mfliumce  the  dissohiie  man* 
ners  of  the  restored  court  mi^t  haye  exezcxsed  npon  hhOr 
He  thought  it  passible  that  tkw  child  might  be  the  frtui  of 
some  secret  amour,  of  which  Claude  bc«e  the  pubiie  blame« 
In  Bh<»rt,  he  knew  not  what  to  think  with,  any  ccortaiatyv  tsjd, 
finding  ^t  Oates  knew  nothing  of  idie  nam6  of  tiie  Loxd 
Annudie  in  oonneetion  witb  tiie  affair,  he  ordered  all  B»tteES^ 
pecteining  ta  it  to  be  kept  a  prafipnnd  sccrel ;  and  Tan  Huya^ 
man  bein^  his  <»dj  eonfidanty  it  was  inEpossibie  for  Oafcei^ 
with  aH  his  cnnningy  to  fathom  the  afiGsn; 

Bonbtfid  as  he  was,  oe  isthcr  eonrinced  that  a  deeeptisii 
had  been  "pj&jed  upon  him,  the  fgoDMieal  resolved  to  eommia 
his  protection  to  little  Mmrn.  The^  beauty,,  sweet  temper^ 
and  talent  of  the  child,  and  has  very  hel|dessness^  moved  Hie 
padre's  benevolent  spirit,  mad.  he  deteirmined,  in  eaae  of  tba 
worst,  to  adopt  the  )xfy,*askA.  bring  hhn  up  to  the  holy  mi- 
mstiy  whidi  ne  himseH  eserciBed;  and  the  first  fiiint  tndta 
af  character  in  his  flhildish  natore  were  sud&  as  to  give  great 
herpes  to  him  who  would  undertake  to  bring  those  early  blos« 
srans  to  fruit.  In  the  mean  time  Oates  recovered  thooroaehly 
from  the  treatment  he  had  recdived,  and  there  remained  na 
k>ng^  a  pretext  fofr  his  remaining  in  tiie  eoMege.  He  bad 
given  out  that  he  was  going  to  Park,  to  soc&dt  service  in  the 
Ihitch  war ;  but  he  delayed  his  departure  und^  various  pre^ 
texts,  the  chief  of  which  was  a  pretended  desire  to  bec(^BLe  a 
Catholic, — ^for  he  purposely  owned  his  heretic  education. 

Yan  Huysman  was  pleased  whih  this  chance  of  making  a 
convert ;  but,  on  inquiry,  he  found  so  much  ignoranee,  rare' 
sumption,  and  even  inndelityy  under  the  hypoeritical  gloss 
witk  which  Oates  covered  his  real  character,  that  he  firankly 


THE  TAB1.E3  ttTRlfTED.  75 

owned  to  Oliva  he  liad  rather  snch  a  man  remained  a 
ketetie. 

Oates's  real  ohject  was,  however,  to  worm  out  the  core  dP 
^  mystery  which  seemed  to  envelop  yonng  Mervyn.  Bttt? 
in  this  he  was  haffled ;  fbr  his  utmost  diligence  could  only 
flioertain  the  faefc  of  a  large  reward  bein^  offered  in  Esfflana 
fbt  Ciaude'is  captisre, — but  by  whom,  or  for  what,  he  eoiudby 
tto  means  learn. 

It  became  necessary,  at  lengtiii,  to  take  his  depai'iim»,  fot 
divers  mmours  came  to  Oates  s  ear,  which  seemed  to  vsnder 
firat  part  of  the  eoantry  an  Tinea£y  residence  for  him.  He 
roared,  in  partictilar,  that  some  one  might  arrive  from  England 
idio  wonld  recognize  him,  espedaOy  as  Uie  college  was  then 
s(  sort  of  head-croarters  of  idfejpersecated  English  Cot^ollos. 
On  Ae  whole,  though  by  bo  means  tffed  of  the  hospitality  of 
I9ie  good  fathers,  he  j€t(ged  it  expedient  to  leave  the  sc^^ie. 
He  was  still  lingering,  however,  in  the  hope  of  hearing  some- 
tiling  about  Clande,  to  direct  him  in  his  fhtnre  inooiries,  when 
news  arrived,  btit  not  precisely  of  the  sort  which  the  captai? 
desired.  Clande  wrote  to  the  padre  from  Paris,  where  h^ 
stated  himself  to  remain  in  great  destitation ;  and  after  giving 
ft  brief  but  energetic  account  of  the  circumstances  whi&  had 
fi>rced  his  abrupt  departure  from  Bt.  Omer,  and  aeeusin^ 
Oates  of  the  robbery,  he  ooncluded  by  stating  that  he  haa 
hired  himself  as  a  groom  in  the  train  of  JSouvigny,  the  French 
ambassador  to  England,  who  was  about  to  proceed  thither^ 
"When  there,  he  said,  he  would  make  such  inquiries  as  would 
set  his  own  character  in  its  true  light,  and  ascertain  tJ^ 
possibaity  of  reinstating  the  young  heir  in  his  rights. 

It  was  not  difficult  for  j Oates,  by  protestations  and  asser- 
tions, to  throw  an  air  of  improbabihty  on  this  narrative,  more 
especially  as  the  Jesuits  ascertained  about  this  time  that  the 
earl's  bill  had  been  presented  and  paid  at  Paris,  by  one  who 
professed  to  be  their  agent.  At  the  same  time,  he  declared 
his  resolution  of  proceeding  instantly  to  Paris,  to  find  out 
Hob  vile  calumniator,  and  Ibring  him  to  justice.  In  fact, 
having  now  caught  scent  of  his  intended  victim,  he  was  ready 
enough  to  depart.  The  padre,  however,  engaged  him,  if  he 
learned  anything  certain  about  Claude,  to  communicate  with 
him  before  he  took  any  proceedings  against  him,  and  lent  him 
a  sum  of  money  to  purchase  a  horse  and  accoutrements,  and 
so  he  departed  one  fme  morning  for  Paris, — first  bidding  the 
Jesuits  a  most  grateful  farewell,  and  bathing  Van  Huysman's 
hand  with  tears,  as  he  protested  that  his  me  and  all  he  had 
idiould  henceforth  be  held  as  his  boon. 

The  weasel  was  now  fairly  on  the  trade  of  the  hare ;  and  as 
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ihat  pewevermg' hunter,  howerer  outrun  in  the  start,  nereiir 
&0s  eventuallj^  to  oome  up  with  its  victim,  so  fared  it  with 
Claude  and  his  pursuer.  On  arriyinff  at  Paris,  the  worthV 
captain  found,  to  his  sreat  ^ef,  that  tne  ambassador  aud  aU 
his  train  had  departed  for  England.  He  ascertained,  never- 
theless,  that  a  person  answenng  the  description  of  Claude 
was  in  his  suite ;  and  finding  no  better  could  be  done,  as  hjs 
dared  not  venture  his  own  valuable  person  in  England,  h^', 
wrote  to  one  whom  he  thought  very  likely  to  Interest  himsdf 
in  tiie  matter — ^Colonel  Blood.  '' 

The  next  news,  accordingly,  which  the  STeSuits  heard' of 
Claude  Duval  was,  that  he  was  arrested  and  accused  of  th6' 
robbery  of  his  late  lord.  The  charge  of  satndaltm  rka^Tiatuni' 
was  dropped,  on  Claude's  maJdng  oath  that  the  child  m  qued-; 
lion  was  nis  own,  and  that  it  had  perished  on  l^e  night  of  th6 
CTeat  fire,  by  the  sinking  of  the  boat  atf^hey  passed  under  the; 
Durmng  bridge  of  London.  Not  satisfied  even  with  thi^,  the'. 
countess  directed  a  letter  to  be  read  in  court,  from  her  late^^ 
husband,  shortly  after  the  birth  of  this  pretended  EeginaM, 
Lord  Mervyn,  certifying  his  decease. 

The  ambassador  made  a  slight  stir  about  the  arrest  of  dn6' 
of  his  servants,  buthe  waived  his  privilege,  on  ascertaining  the; 
felonious  nature  of  the  charges  against  him.  And  thus  ^o6t\ 
Qaude  was  apparently  abandoned  to  the  rage  of  his  enemieS^^ 
and  Oliva  heara,  without  surprise,  that  he  was  condemned  to,' 
the  galleys  for  life.  Shortly  after,  however,  he  efiected  his* 
escape,  and  was  not  agaiu  heard  of  until  he  emerged  in  th^^t' 
character  which  has  rendered  his  name  the  representative  of" 
all  that  iB  gallant,  polished,  md.  d«dng  in  highway  rohh^^.^^ 

CHAPTEE  XL  -      i^'lbn 

THE.  SEAL  POPISH  PZ.0f.  -'"  lijJniiiO 

■Ova  little  hero  was  now  fairly  installed  at  Saint 'OffleS'/? 
CWiva  w^  indeed  thoroughly  persuaded  that  he  had  "^^^C' 
deceived  in  aU  Claude's  statements,  who,  he  conduded^lEiad^ 
ta&ken  ^advantage  of  an  acquaintance  with  his  master's  se6i*^is.^ 
to^pahn  the  child  upon  him.  Still  there  was  something  io^ 
engaging  in  the  beauty  and  vivacity  of  the  littie  foundnng'^^| 
that  ttie  Jestdt's  heart  was  touched  with  compassion,  and  Ke'* 
resolved  to  accept  the  charge  which  chance  nad  confided  to'| 

him,  '^'t  '  lh 

Ihe  padre  easily  detected  veins  of  fine  and  rare  materia!?'^ 

in  Mervyii's  mind,  ithich  he  thought  might  be  hewn  intij  ^a  ^ 
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Tpfigpificent  pillar  of  the  duirch.  It  was  a  siimii^  aod  a 
^tctr^ij  period,  demanding  every  resource  of  genius  and 
courage,  when  the  Catholic  power,  after  ebbing  for  a  hundred 
years  before  the  furious  winds  of  theBefonnauon,  was  slowly 
aad.majestically  flowing  back  to  the  ancient  landmarks. 
,  iOliya  determined  on  educating  his  jpro^^^  at  St.  Omer,  and 
a^rwards  taking  him  under  his  own  protection  as  an  adopted 
child,  if  his  future  conduct  did  not  disappoint  his  expectations. 
9%ere  wa3,  howeyer,  soone  danger  of  this  catastrophe,  for 
with  all  the  sweetness  and  goodness  of  his  disposition,  there 
if;a8ia.  wiLdnesa  vnd  impataience  of  restraint  in  his  character 
wluch  threatei;Led  evil  consequences.  Yan  Huysman: seemed 
ip  think  that  under  the  stem  discipline  of  the  college,  he 
cQuId  crush  this  rebellious  buoyancy  of  nature.  The  padre 
Ippk  ;care  not  to  contradict  him,  whatever  he  might  thmk  of 
^e  n^itter ;  and  as  he  himself  shortlj  after  returned  to  Eome, 
Yiip.  Huysman  had  ample  opportumties  of  putting  his  ideas 
ij^jjraclace. 

iJp^cibre.he  left  St.  Omer,  Oliva  gave  strict  instructions  that 
the  circumstances  attending  Mervyn's  arrival  should  be  kept 
s^orei,  above  all  from  the  youth  himself.  He  wished  him 
uextner  to  obtain  any  inklings  of  Claude's  romantic  story  of 
lids  birth,  which  might  give  him  unfounded  hopes  and  expecta^ 
tions  ;  nor«  on  the  other  hand,  to  know  the  ignominy  of  what 
^e  padre  concluded  to  be  the  truth ;  especially  as  Claude 
Duval's  name  had  now  become  notorious  in  England  for 
several  dorW  robberies,  and  Oliva  had  little  doubt  that  the 
ecafibld  would  be  his  ^timate  fate. 

The  man  to  whom  Kervyn  was  thus  confided  was  b^  no 
means  suitea  to  Ihe  task  assigned  him,  which  required 
rather  a  training  than  a  pruning  hand.  Amola  Van 
Huysman  was  a  Belgian  of  noble  birai,  a  man  whose  natural 
inflexibility  and  severity  of  temper  were  hardened,  not  sub* 
dued,  by  the  extreme  ardour  of  nis  religious  principles.  He 
carried  devotion  to  the  same  pitch  of  ima^^iatiye  madness  as 
tha  ear^y  aac^cs  of  the  African  church,  in  whose  hot  blood 
reli^on  became  a  passion,  and  belief  fanaticism.  Convinced 
of  the  apostolic  truth  of  the  church  of  which  he  was  a  minister, 
he  was  ready  to  endure  or  to  inflict,  with  equal  constancy  and 
uhrelenting  courage.  Insensible  to  pleasure  as  to  pain> 
patient,  persevering,  inflexible  in  his  resolutions,  religion  waa 
nis  only  enthusiasm,  the  sole  engine  which  seemed  to  have 
power  to  raise  his  passions.  Severe  misfortunes,  the  inerati- 
tnde  of  firiends,  the  betrayal  of  those  whom  he  had  loved,  had 
dried  up  all  springs  of  natural  affection  in  his  heart,  and 
soured  lus  temper,  though  an  habitual  self-command,  and 
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great  bunrledge  cf  tke  world,  k^t  its  ebullitions  tuidear 
wmtroh 

Merv^ra  was  acxm  initiated  ia  the  prelmunories  of  edacatk>iu 
as  a  papil  of  tihe  eoUpge,  wbicli  was  th/m  one  of  Hie  2noi^ 
celebrated  seminaries  in  Europe.  Many  of  the  nobldit 
&milie8  of  Froaoe,  and  nearly  all  tl»e  great  Catholic  famiHe^ 
of  £]i^;land,  had  their  sons  educated  at  St.  Omer,  which  ye«r]^ 
sentfortii  into  the  world  the  moat  eminuent  scholars  nnia 
polished  intelleots  of  the  age.  Men  of  gteei  learning,  aad  of 
femarkable  sobriety  of  manners,  were  its  teachers  imd 
examples,  devoting  all  their  energies  to  the  subUme  taskio^ 
educating  a  future  age.  The  nearly  p^ect  system  of  training 
which  that  great  order  matured  in  siLencei,  and  which,  but  for 
the  sudden  revolution  that  dashed  it  to  pieces,  might  in  tune 
have  realized  the  grand  vision  of  Loyola,  and  restored  to  the 
Caiholic  church  l^r  magnificent  empire  of  mind,  bouBdless 
as  time  and  human  existence,  was  established  at  St.  Omer  in 
all  its  noiseless  but  irresistible  power.  The  manufaetaay  of 
intellect  went  on  from  day  to  day,  as  if  of  some  material  stuff, 
which  could  be  woven  to  the  £uicy  of  the  artificer. 

The  ^stem  of  the  Jesuits  nevertheless  did  not  aspire  to 
what  so  many  others  have  failed  in, — ^to  destroy  or  to  chc^ 
the  natural  current  of  genius  or  passions  in  their  pupils, — but 
only  to  direct  them  into  such  cSiannels  as  they  thought  ex- 
peduent  and  useful  to  the  ends  which  they  had  in  view.  An 
entire  and  unreserved  obedience  to  the  church  in  all  thiik^ 
a  passionate,  and  at  the  same  time  an  argumentative  befief 
inner  infallibility,  were  rigidly  taught,  and  as  it  were  kneaded 
into  the  very  thinking  power  itself.  On  all  others  but  rel^^us 
points  the  Jesuits  admitted  the  supremacy  of  reason«  and 
without  directly  impugning  the  sway  of  authority,  idMiy 
allowed  their  pupils  to  canvass  the  dogmatic  phiksoiphjof 
the  times,  and  subject  it  to  the  analysis  of  experimiant.  Tbe 
decrees  of  Aristotle  and  of  the  schoolmen,  though  stiU  oalkd 
in&Uible  in  their  academies,  were  no  longer  enforced  witkitbe 
weight  of  ecclesiastical  authority.  The  abstract  aiid  nfttwral 
ficienoes  were  studied  with  infinite  seal  in  iinsii  colleges. 
These  seienees  were  indeed  cultivated  somewhat  too  exobi- 
siveljr,  and  seemed  intended  to  reduce  the  mind  of  maa'iojk 
laborious  machine  of  thought,  rather  than  to  inspire  it  witUja 
oreative  energy.  The  flowers  of  imagination  were  rooted  n^ 
as  if  they  weve  weeds  that  impeded  the  harvest  of  «oUi 
thought.  And  here  it  was  that  the  great  rock  of  their  ^stem 
presented  itself;  they  committed  the  great  fault  of  ibrgettuig 
that  man  ha«  a  heart  as  well  aa  a  souL 
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The  disoipiioB  of  the  eonvent  of  St.  Omer,  ih.QaA«stvea!^ 
BBYete,  was  enforced  by  Van  JSuysman  with  the  additional 
steraness  of  his  eharacter.  The  eommonest  actions  of  exis- 
tence were  regulated  by  an  invisible  bntiion  law,  from  which 
mo  rdtactazLce,  no  a^eal,  oonld  obtain  exemption.  A  repnb^ 
jioan  equality  ttnd  simplicity  of  diet,  dress,  and  msimeigB 
leigned ;  the  <m\.j  licensed  conversaticm,  except  in  recreation 
hoars,  was  in  Latin,  and  then  always  on  subjects  which  caUsd 
'  fertk  the  oontroTBrnBl  powers  of  the  mind.  J^othing  Mwolam, 
aiothistff  eYen  merely  amusing,  was  erer  permitted ;  their  yery 
mpartB  had  a  reasonableness  m  them,  which  showed  that  men, 
jmd  not  b<m,  had  planned  them. 

'  The  ^ar  D  of  the  students  was  exceedingly  simi^,  and  no 
4i8tinctLon  which  rank  or  riches  eould  make  was  allowed.  It 
consisted  of  dark  brown  cloaks,  crossed-shaped  caps,  and 
eassodcs  of  snowy  linen ;  with  sack  slight  alterations  as  the 
seasons  re^iired. 

Tmte  passed  on,  and  as  year  after  year  rolled  owar,  Mervyn's 
duoncter  b^an  to  expnid  in  all  its  bea;iities  and  defects,  to 
the  watch&l  eyes  of  his  pireoeptors.  Van  Hnjsman  obserred 
its  development  with  close  attention,  for  Ohva  continued  to 
eacact  a  partioalar  account  of  him.  It  is  trae,  that  the  interest 
^wiuch  the  padre  had  at  first  taken  in  his  little  foundling  was 
somewhat  weakened  by  time  and  long  absence ;  but  he  still 
continued  to  cherish  a  Mndlj  recollection  of  him,  mingled 
.^nth  nmch  of  that  dirine  ^9dking  which  makes  us  lore  the 
i&ing  we  have  benefited.  But  the  aeooxmts  which  the  rector 
.&Dm  time  to  time  forwarded,  were  not  so  favourable  as  the 
padre  had  hoped.  Van  Huysman  had  often  occasion  to 
^complam  of  the  boy's  impatience  under  rule,  his  daring  and  in- 
,'ViftBible  pride,  which  no  punishment  could  subdue,  and  which 
g^ietaUr  made  him  the  head  and  firont  of  all  acts  of 
mimlxxrdination.  These  achievements,  of  course,  bronght 
'pmdshmenton  his  head,  the  extreme  seventy  of  which,  how* 
Jtivear,  seemed  only  toroose  an^indomitable  power  of  enduraaoe> 
.•knost  of  defiance. 

.  Yan  Hu^man,  nevertheless,  had  remarked,  not  without 
•flome  doubt  of  the  efficacy  of  his  severe  OT^stem,  that  afber 
iXMnaees  and  ehastisenients  w^nre  exhausted  in  yain,  to  melt 
^ilie  boy's  obstinacy,  a  few  kind  words  wodd  bring  tears  into 
^'los  eyes,  aad  a  toudi  on  thepoint  of  Jbonour  snddenly'Taa- 
■^nifidiedall  his  obstinaey.  Gl^hese  were  good  traits,  and  the 
.xeoter,  with  all  his  asuterity,  maily  loved  yeune  Mervyn 
..better  than  any  other  (^  hk  numereos  charge.  Indeed,  it 
was  scareely  possible  toaroad  distingMshing  one  sobeauti&ly 


''     ■  » 


y^^Twrmkts, 


for  h9  ^w.iap^hia  chUdbood  had  promiaed,  aud  witb^^Q 
finely,  uiougli  eapriciouslv'  endowed^  that  his  talents  w^e,  at 
once  a  wonder  and  a  perplexity  to  his  tutors.  *  .    ,  . . 

But  Van  Huysnxan'a  affection  produc^  an.  effect  wmcjli 
most  observers  would  have  supposed.to  spring  from  aconti;^ 
motive — ^it  increased  his  watchfulness  and  severity  tpi^^xuw 
the  object  of  it,  and  rendered  his  slightest  fault ,  less  T^^ 
than  heavy  misdemeanours  in  the  other  pupils.  J^o  ,wo^^|^ 
then,  that  Mervyn^  as  yet  unacquainted  with  the  ihetap]ti^4^ 
of  the  heart,  mistook  ids  preceptor*s  fipeli^gs^and,  ipyff^ft^ 
liimself  an  object  of  peculiar  dislike  to  hw»^  ]*l^j  ^S^i 
duced  a  reaction,  for  Mervyn,  who  was  ^vep399ifi*^3x(w 
"those  whom  he  loved,  or  who  he  thqu^^  hived  | 
inflexible  as  adamant  to  the  compuMon  which^^i^' 

iomstice.  ^     :    ..  ,-.    .w,"jV/;n.) 

With  all  his  faults,  however,  his  talents  weiye  uiijifoQ 
and  Van  Huysman  had  long  dedicated  him  m  s^enpi 
magnificent  cause  for  which  he  himself  was  ready  to,]  ^^ 
a  martyr— the  restoration  of  the  ancienjb  integrity  and4bxfl^S 
of  the  Koman  Church.  But  this  purpose  was  in  some  xi^^^ 
likely  to  be  baffled  by  the  natcSral  disposition  of  .Mj  " 
whicn  seemed,  from  its  daring  and  activity,  rather  fit 
form  a  great  soldier  than  a  £stmguished  ecclesiastic, 
yet  the  work  for  which  Van  Huysman  imagined  li,._ 
tbrming  a  labourer,  required  many  of  the  virtues  whi^^m 
less  stormy  times,  were  deemed  rather  the  charactari|tic^'(^ 
the  kiUers  of  men  than  of  the  savers  of  souls*  pouiage^ 
patience  to  endure,  and  daring  to  infiict,  subtlefty  of 'l^teUei ' 
ttnd  profound  acquaintance  with  the  passions  a^d  p^ticf( 
the  time,  were  amon^  the  qualifications  required  by  tEun^t  *''' 
order,  whose  colossal  desire  it  was  to  bring  back^{]|^'-| 
northern  world  to  the  footstool  of  the  Boman  dominipr' 

It  is  true,  also,  that  Mervyn  was  not  without  '^ 
application  to  studies  of  a  nature  suitable  to  the  pu 
wioch  he  was  intended.     He  plunged,  with  the 
enthusiasm  of  his  character,  into  the  deep  ocean  of 
'to  whose  shore  they  conducted  him ;  aud  if  ,ie  neitli^ 
deep,  nor  brought  tip  pearls  of  value,  the  exercise  at 
strengthen  the  muscles  and  nerves  of  his  intellect.  ^  It 
to  Van  Huysman  that,  even  in  studying  the  writin^t 
fathers  of  th^  church,  it  was  tather  for  the  histonoj 
poetical  material  they  yielded,  than  for  their  devotional 
controversial  stores,  that  he  devoured  them  with  such  avijc . , 
The  animated  pictiure  which  those  ponderous  tomes^  pres^SK 
as  it 'were  unconsciously,  of  ancient  manners,  opinions,  an4 
deeds;  the  d;ramatic, splendour  of  the  nariratives  m  which  the 
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glowingfancies  of  the  African  fathers  hare  clothed  the  stimng 

evefittof  the  times  in  which  the^r lived;  these  caught  his 

attention  more  than  their  controrersial  value.    Yan  Huysman 

perefeived  that  he  had  a  poetical  nature  to  deal  with ;  an  inert 

pMef  which  accident  might  awake,  as  the  chords  of  the 

jIMiail  harp  are  mute  till  the  chance  breeze  passes  which 

irdc'es  it  i^  passionate  music ;  and  he  had  no  wish  to  stifle, 

ilOT  Terclri '  uivert,  this  natural  sensibility,  but  rather  to  direct 

tfM  fea'^r^08  into  the  channel  where  it  was  intended  they 

vftMdS  m)W;  for  he  was  too  deeply  versed  in  human  science 

h^Jti  t4»  khOii^  that  even  the  eloquence  of  religion  is  cold  and 

'^'Sw^l^s,  tlnless^indlodbjl^ose  fine  emotions  and  sparkling 

iMBfhi  which. only  poetical  enthusiasm  can  strike  out  of  the 

Mersyn  was  allowed  the  full  range  of  the  noble  library 
^fpbSt^&L^'  J^kifdts  had  accumulated  in  their  college,  and 
AbtliSit  consisted,  of  course,  of  such  works  only  as  had  passed 
AjBK&ii^  pMeal  of  their  criticism,  there  was  much  to  kin^e 
Slriiijitfe'llhoughts  aiid  yearnings  in  so  young  a  breast.  The 
w^mt,6t  his  genius,  deprived  of  its  proper  exercise,  vented 
it^'^d'  profusion  of  power  in  inert  speculation  and  dreamy 
t&ipicf,  which,  however  carefully  concealed  in  his  own  heart, 
i^CTejufedi  the  discontent  which  prejred  upon  him  inwardly. 
AM  tiffie  passed,  strange  ideas  crept  into  nis  mind,  he  knew 
siotrhow;  indistinct  longings  to  venture  out  on  that  brilliant, 
i^^bsa  pa  of  love  and  glory  which  his  imagination  painted 
ijAr/l^(9  wprld;  a  vague  yearning  for  power  and  fireedom, 
wlii|&  tlt^;  ^  general,  the  first  wishes  formed  by  the  aspiring 
of  i^datt,  invaded  his  monkish  solitude. 
"'J^&its,  Who  desired  that  their  pupils  should  be  well 
-^^^Ui  jfimgle  in  a  world  which  they  were  to  govern 
^e  'silnremacy  of  intellect,  had  accumulated  in  theiP 
5  choicest  works  of  human  genius,  even  in  branchejs 
S^.  considered  frivolous,  l^oets  and  romancers  wei^ 
mibr  category,  and  though,  in  general,  forbiddeti 
J  'rector  was  not  unwilling  to  allow  Mervyn's  taste 
^  ^bVcise  m  this  direction.  Among  all  these,  Ariosto 
^&die  the  young  student's  favourite,  and  many  of  his 
it  hours  trere  spent  over  those  qhatmed  lays,  Ariosto 
/ji^aASti,  the  very  poet  of  youth ;, he* breathes  nought  but 
iJ&A  triumph,  aiid  pleasure  -,  his  passions  are  in  their  Ml 
( p^autiful  energy,  his  flowers  in  l^ek  loveliest  bloom ;  no 
'dt  autumn  haunts  the  deep  verdure  of  his  forests.  AH 
are  possible  in  his.  legends ;  the  prejudices  and  harsh 
Fs^of  Nature  and  of  man  yield  alSk6  to  his  magic,*  or  are 
ittbt  mipposfed  to  exist.    Even  death,  and  despair,  and  sorrow 

VOL.  I.  O 
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tare  but  shadowed  aogela,  not  ila»  Made  fieiitcb  of  Qorthen) 
unemnaticKi  ?  his  heroes  and  heroines  die,  but  it  is  redining 
on  beds  of  violets,  with  iA»  songs  of  nightingales  sweety 
warbling  them  to  rest. 
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THE  WOBJiD  ^JSIJ>  <»£:KII7S. 

As  Mervyn's  knowledge  of  the  deeds  and  opinions  of  hm^ 
in£reftsed,  the  idea  of  inquiring  from  whom  he  hdd  dcn^rad 
his  existence  occurred  to  him,  at  first  as  a  subjectof  «itriofilit(f, 
but  finally  it  ripened  into  s  deep  and  anxious  desire.  Oirdam- 
stances  contributed  to  &m.  this  kiniMed  wish.  Bepublieaft'ttt 
was  the  equality  which  the  Jesuits  enfbreed  in  thieir  heaxtek 
mies,  and  resolutely  as  they  endeavoured  to  annihilate  evm 
the  shadows  of  those  distanetions  of  rasxk  and  bisftii  whi^ 
in  that  age,  were  emblazoned  in  all  the  pomp  andpride^of 
heraldry,  tiiose  distinctions  were  reeoUeeted  and  enlbttoed 
among  the  pupik  with  more  severity  for  the  prohibition  of  tie 
masters.  Among  youths  ^ho  w^e  prifoeipaUy  «prQ]^  -Etodx 
t^e  noblest  blo<3  of  France  and  England,  what  but  shasie 
and  contempt  could  be  l^e  portion  of  the  almost  namelesi 
Mervyn  F  Even  aimong  the  poorer  elass  of  stadeats^  wfaatti 
the  fathers  brought  up  for  chari^  or  policy,  he  foi&id  Mttle 
isyinpadiy.  However  vulvar  and  unhonoured  Kheir  names 
might  be,  all  had  i^k^o— all  could  speak  of  families  and  i^db* 
tions.  It  is  true  that  the  fierceness  with  which  he  resextted 
any  attack,  however  oblique,  on  his  obscure  parentage,  aad 
the  courage  and  success  whidi  marked  his  outbursts  of  fiaft- 
sion,  discourai^ed  many  from  trying  experiments  <m  his-  tM- 
ings.  But  still  schocSboys,  as  w«3i  as  men,  know  how  to 
pierce  the  soul  with  those  fine  wounds  which,  deeply  as  ^h^ 
enter,  leare  no  marks  to  appeal  to,  or  to  justify  revenge*      * 

It  waa,  therefore,  after  long  sufferings  aaid  bitt^'  keBlt» 
burnings,  proudly  concealed  firom  -die  gaee  of  aH,  tiiat  MervyBi 
«.t  length  resolved  to  venture  on  a  step  which  notlnng  mt 
desperation — aa  he  then  thoi^t^*-eou}d  induoe  him  to  taleeu 
Oflien  as  he  had  endeavoured,  by  various  means  and  firom 
various  persons,  masters  and  servants,  to  acquire  some  notida 
6f  his  eariy  yeors^  and  bow  he  came  among  those  youths  wino 
had  all  WAb  histories  of  a  Past  to  relate,  he  obtained  oitty 
ehillin^  negatives,  or  absolute  commands  never  to  men^on 
liie  BuBjeet. 
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Merrya  was  at  lengtili  nead^  goad^  to  Buudness  by  tlw 
reproackes  and  sarcasms  of  his  oompasuons,  who,  witk  the 
licuMiMeiaspiised  by  envy  of  his  p^noiiAl  superkHrity,  circulated 
among  ihem&elves  a  story,  the  absurdity  of  which  only  add«d 
«est  to  its  falsehood.  It  was  said  that  J^e  was  the  illegitimate 
oB^ring  of  a  robber,  behaaded  at  St.  Omer,  in  whose  fate 
Yan  Haysman  had  takea  great  spiritual  interest,  and  was' 
siud  to  have  accepted  the  eoarge  of  his  child  from  the  dying 
aaialefactor. 

One  day,  when  the  whole  school  was  eoUected  in  the  theit- 
tnuB,  for  it  was  an  examination-day,  and  not  a  sound  was 
.}i«Kird  b^t  t]ie  jtfb^us  hum  of  the  sdsalMra,  Mervyn  stepped 
|»^i4}}(  foirward,  his  ch^eeks  flushed  with  excitement,  his  eyes 
fff^aSiu^ii  and  his  whole,  frame  trembliag  witli  nervous  sensi- 
iaiHn^t  The  whole  hall  watched  his  moTements  with  surprise^ 
•Hjid^ose^who  had  been  ^e  most  coYertly  guilty  towards 
JMn^jfiwaee^'not  without  i^xror  wben  they  saw  him  adranee  to 
^^,  euSsy&dm  itael^-t-the  lofty  ohsir  in  which  Yaa  Huysman 
lli^,4»Q|kweiiig  silesbee  and  awe  with  the  mere  digmty  of  his 

..  ^»e<reotof  Hmself  seldom  or  new&t  intexfered  in  the  direct 
ll^£liieaa  of  tuition ;  but  his  gaunt  majestic  fieure,  the  ooa- 
«^kKisj9dsa  ^at  hia  searching:  eye  was  upon  aU,  the  knowledge 
jS^Mi  inflaxii;^  severity,  kept  more  order  and  submission  thao. 
could  the  rods  of  a  nundred  ushers*  Towards  this  dread 
«ir0seue^  alone,  unoaJlled  for,,  but  seenungly  undaunted,  did 

.!|C«rv;yii  advance. 

,.Xbo  :ieQ%ov  himself  raised  his  eyes  from  a  book  he  was 
.  nspnuKiAg,  oot  without  some  surprise,  and  inqulcied  with  harsh 

lapfffiilyb  "Quid vis^  fill r 

, :  /'  X  wajat  you  to  answer  me  three  questions,  most  reverend," 
.  Dialled.  Mj^rvyn,  res(^utely,  and  in  rreacb---a  forbidden  lan- 

gi|pg0> during  the  academy  hours. 

,  *hi^  V*,  noplied  the  rector,  letting  his  book  down  on  his  lAp» 
yivdi  glf^W^  with  hi»  stern  eyes  oa  the  boy.    There  was  an 

emj^iaw  oyi  thisf. solitary  syllable^  which  made  all  tremble 

yrr.  Will  you  aaswet  them,  &therP  for  tiU  you  do,  I  swear 
,j^  this  hdly  cross,  woven  into  my  .dotiies  aad  hearty  I  will 
,  jIHiier  le«ra  another  lesson,  thou^  you  lull  me." 

.,.  .*' Indeed!  and  what  are  thy  ^uesytioas,  ohildP^said  the 
.g9i0etar»  in  a  milder  tone  than  any  ^H^e  eiopec^d. 
.  .  "I  want  to  kaow  firom  whom  I  spring — have  J.  a  fiather  P 
Why  do  I  kaow  a  laxiguage  which  X  never  leaned  F  And 
.wky/'  be  coa^ia^ed,  bursting  into,  tears,  "why  do  X  dream 
sad  things,  that  make  me  weep,  and  which  yet  seem  to  me, 

o  2 


64  <    '  '  iV^HIT»F«IA'll«. 

^fdien  I  wake;  1^  recollecttons  of  persons  and  pkoes  I'hstf^ 

actually  known  and  »een?"  -^^    :  ♦'> 

For  a  moment  Van  Hnysman  was  absolutely  sildnt  wiik 

astonishment  at  the  daring  of  the  boy^  and  the  e^trainrdifiar^ 

Saestions  which  he  asked.  TkB  next,  and  his  mvktwwSLd 
utched  at  the  advantage  to  be  miide  by  an8Wenng^**4o  hctm^ 
ble  the  boy's  proud  hesurt,  and  force  u^n  ham  tia^e  epnVifction 
lof  the  utter. depeaideiBttoini^hieh  he ^tood^to  the^ow€9*/wltti& 
had  thus  far  been  his  refuge  and  support.  !Ee  '4]ic»«foM 
ar^ilkd  with  perfect' oailain^«8^  etien'  gkitieinem*^^  .*  H  h;  /^ 
!  ^*  ^nee  yon  have:  asked  «ie,  sbri,  Bwiil  muf^i?  yoiii'ttW 
Acoovding  to  our  oustom,  with  troth,  and  sim^oit^ri  dltkcoigb 
it  eeftflinly  painsme  to  infliet  pain  fEp(»iyoaT>{Bn6%'/>ti»a^ 
you  hare  a  mt^cflr,  a  poor  serving^mon^^^-^ot'ibeheitdcdfoat 'iSl^ 
Omer,  but  who  will  doubtless  undergo  thsct^or  a^similaedhte 
some  day  either  in  France  or  Englffud^'foit  he  ia^iS^^aotid 
iiighwaymaiL  in  bot^  countries :  his  namoiwillre^aiiie^ei»d 
oecret  ^m  you.  With  regaord  to  ^onrH^etond^'OalbstkEfa^ 
Sin^lish  is  your  nal^e  tongue,  and,  for  purposes  i^vi^iidhrladu^ 
explain  at  a  future  time,  I  have  oarefimy  eultiYtttee^i^cmi* 
Joiowledge  Of  a  language  whi^  Ok)d  has  >gs7eji  7<Bia'.for<gito 
pupnoses.  As  to  your  dreams,  I  must  needs  mratnte^-ifteiir 
"wiloness  and  gloom  either  to  a  temptation  of*  Sdlaovielri'tp 
iiLe  irregidar  seourseof  readmg  in  wmoh  I  au'tooildeioa»4 
iiavB^toomubfa  indulged  you."  -^  ••    l^nyc 

,.  \Bven  as  Jie  uttex«d  these  harsh  truths^  Yan  StijssibaiiJWtai 
touohed  with  -pity  for  the  youn^  recipient^  who- stood  fjiisIiMl 
quivering  with  contending  passions  before  Mm^^  '^SBe'wsjinibBi. 
as  to  whether  he  might  not  soften  kis  QMBefe^ciBS^>m  ]Me/hiit 
observing  the  fiery  mark  of  what  seemed 'toiiiibidleSabasd'liq^ 
the  boy's  cheek,  he  was  silent.  '-i^  ^/tijuarnnol 

^ .  -The  first  words  of  his  reply  caused  a  #drt  ofi^£ftM[%biltto 
•among  the  students,  although  one  giainee  llromi'h&nt^prxilHb 
«^  mtterly  suppress^  all  indications,  or  ev«n  tendkaaes^Hc^ 
inirtlL;  But  the  laugh  was  heard  toOdistinetlribf^iiieish^ 
amd'hauiited  him  mnough  years  and  years  or-^ur-dlffenwb 
seenes  and  events.  ;.  nnrf    n^nr 

The  rector^  however,  seemed  to  wait) patlebt]^ for 'JHBHH^ 
3rephr,  and  when  he.  heard  nolle,  liioU^  burniiiff  tws'^iiidwA 
promsely  from  his  pupil's  eyes,  and  ne  seemed  chokii»^  ffdilk 
«obs«'  natusal  feeling*  umiOSt  conquered  his  acqmised  cdtmbism. 

f*  My  son,"  j^teisaid,''  with  peculiar  gentleness,  ^^do'iuA 
Bonsiw  as  one  that  haih  no  hope.  You  are  'ikot  faiherlMa 
iiOT^  {riehdieas ;  the  ohtireh,  the  conooon  mother  of  all  man- 
iEind,  is  p^ouliaiily  yours.    She  has  accepted  you  as  aa' orphan 
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into  her  ^som^  and  regards  yea  aa  one  of  tlaemoBt  ptecknis 
deposits  which  Heaven  coold  confide  id  Iter  charge.  Her 
itas^  inhentancie  i& yours 4  ycMurpoiftdon  iii  Israel  is  as  hers. 
i■TJa]|^.'ftib:fld&nd|  my-son^  hehte  'aU  thete  men  of  proud  aiad 
jjjimeBibi)lo<»(Wo)»Giiird^  bonk!  as  ^ott-.are^  I  do*  4)elieYe  ihai 
4fti3iiire»  bail:  created  y  oil  tt^'be  their  leader*  and  master." 
coff  Wh^then.ani  I  tiieis  je^t  and  football  P"  bniet  from  poor 
l£9tvyA'»(beeirti,  aad>  eifsevdoikDe  'by  BhMMand  agony^  he  feU 
ioi^^iifdbkaiithereotqp'a  feet.  ^ 

Van  Huyraaim.  Hfitedi  hi«^  and  adaunistered  restoraittiFes 
firiiichoradi^.retnorated  hia  <ezb]niBted*&Giulties,  and  then 
^fosMai  h^*  Wretite-.to  his  oeU.  The  rector  immediattely 
^raiidx^eflhi^HhabiituiLLii^cikn^  of  manner,  and- the  exercises  a 
,^naoiniiifl^#eiitt6n-as«n0naiLiatheir  conclttsion. 
^rjOoitiYBO&'Sus^mji&i'B^eeQcing  Mervyn  in  his  oeU,  some  iioiin 
itflen^ards,  lie  floitndMtn  stirSkdied  on  his  mattt^s,  weeping, 
iMii'ji^dentiy  ^t}»n«ted  with  sorrow*  It  was  in  this  mo^ 
jthftt-^^i  Jtenit'iioped  to  find  him,  and  he  Jcnew  well  what 
Hpi&i^aTto  Bet'in  moTement  Tdth  the  proud  spirit  with  whidi 
ii0)'iiid».ix>  deal.  He  sat  down  by  his  bed,  and  in  a  tone 
i»ii|ievv'gi»verv  and  more  aSeetionate  than  ever  he  had  used 
i»efinreti£ifgan  ta  expostulate  with  the  jrontb.  '  He  reasoned 
qteofy>xuuM^;  aad.with  an  eamestnesisi  which  seemed  as  if  he 
IrcEeiBotniniflAlf  altoge&er  free  &om  the  graadmania  of  iiife 
Snglish  republicans-— on  the  nothingness  ol  birth»  and  indeed 
of',  attr.'kmnan  distinctions  ;  on  the  sublime  pride  of  owing 
infitlate  fto  men's  opinions,  and  yet  of  mastmng  them ;  m 
jbeuBg^ufti^jtehiteet  of  his  ownfortones ;  aad  he  sketched  a 
jdHta,')biili[  magpjfiQent  outline  of  the  grandeur  to  whidi  the 
^ftftiifefe'ftad.  neoeived  &om  nature  ahme  might  raise  ham; 
terminating  the  yista  by  a  splendid  aerial  yiew  of  the  domes 
ip6tthe[ilFa(tMa;h<  He-  almded,  with  more  emotion  than  eyer 
JMriT^  .had  imagined  he  ooold  feel,  to  the  misfnrtunes  of  his 
tOnM^onAj^ij^nx^i  from  whioh  the  greatness  of  his  birth  frae 
jorfaoD  ftoni  proteetiiw  him,  that  it  had  been  the  chisf  coftse  of 
Jii(rrs(tffen]iga«  He  did  not,  indeed*  mention  howt  but-  these 
were  rumonrs  afloat  which  Mervyn  had  heard,  oonoemiz^ 
i— ic  cMiy*'  loira  foi'  a  woman  01  inferior'  rank,  and  6f  a 
ftn^^Dal' .aequ^  brought  <^  by  the-npride^  and  fury  of  ^is 

f  r  All  that  ooold  be  suggeated  by  the  toboiiie  and  instere  philo- 
sophy of  which  he  was  a  diecipley  Yi&n  Hnr^sman  ofiered  to 
rilMryytt.  Bat  the  maxims  of  stoicdisni  wdte  ibot  madei-fop 
ycnith,'and  its  petrifying  doctrine  iieedir'a«deep  mingling  with 
Ui^' waters  of  sorrow,  ere  it  lUm  harden  the  Ifeelingeinitoi  that 


ft0 

stony  and  passii^e  repose,  iv^h,  aooording  to  Spictettis,  fS 
bappiness.  Mervyn,  tkerefore,  listoned  submiseirely,  but 
without  bcdng  persuaded. 

The  rector  obserred  his  little  0iuieets»  a&d  «faietir  t(9oit 
mother  tMk*.  He  tooohed  him  tm  liie  score  of  has  priae,  and 
asked  him  if  he  meant  ifo  giv«  kis  en^ns  eompanions  ^« 
satisfaction  of  observing  what  efifect  their  poor  sarcsfflns  had 
upon  him.  Merryn  toSc  fb^  st  ^e  swi^eevtioo,  aiid  dried  his 
tears,  declaring;  he  would  let  them  see  he  wss  their  MpetAor 
in  everyi^ing  but  the  mere  ducoee  of  Yjirih,  sad  that  he  was 
Ittted  to  win  himself  a  prooder  niBBne  than  any  they  had 
inherited.  Van  Huysman  applauded  this  resielutiioii,  and 
having  esaeted  a  promise  ihat  ie  would  show  his  oont(efii|fC 
only  by  philosophieal  indifferenoe,  led  bdm  to  the  re^Bctoi^ 
where  the  sehours  were  assembled  «t  their  noonda)'  nveld. 
.  The  dinner  passed  oyer  with  the  usual  sile&oe  and  ovder,M^ 
at  its  oonoLusion  the  students  were  allowed  to  take  thi^ 
accustomed  recreation  in  the  erounds  of  ^e  colleee.      ^ 

Mervyn,  who  was  wont  to  be  foremost  m  the  athletic  sp^rt^ 
of  the  play^ound,  kept  now  at  a  distance,  and^wtaswered. 
aloof,  with  ills  arms  folded,  lost,  as  it  seemed,  in  l^tt^' medi- 
tation. The  other  youths,  relessed  from  the  stem  wartieh  of 
^eir  superiors,  began  to  make  jests  on  him»  zttid  to  moei:  hilE 
melandooiy  manners.  This  roused  the  bitterness  and  defiance 
of  his  nature  ;  he  wailked  contemptuously  threugh  theni, 
uttering  not  a  woid,  but  seennag  to  gisre  defiance  on  aU.  A 
general  hiss  was  the  consequence,  and  forgetting  his  pfi&mise 
to  &e  rector,  hn  turned  rdmd  and  challenged  any  or  l^  to 
fight.  '    •  '-» 

There  was  an  immediate  dead  mImicc  to  this  proposid.  It 
happened,  however,  that  some  young  men  were  ^i^fii^  dt 
tennis,  and  one  of  them,  son  of  a  mar^al  of  Frande,  tfehsTtlr 
the  ball,  whether  by  accident  or  design,  at  Mervyn,  who 
reeeived  a  violent  bbw  on  his  temple.  To  catch  the  biiU  nod 
send  it  back  with  emphasis  at  tiie  young  noble's  head;  'WM 
the  work  of  an  instant ;  bkod  instantly  flowed  frmn  the 
wound,  and  the  sufierer,  foaraing  with  rage  and  pain,  rMiied 
a  cry  of  '•'Down  with  the  bastard  V  The  cry  was  insfcaftdy 
caught  up,  and  repeated  by  i^  whole  mob  of  sidiootboys,  and 
a  general  attack  on  Mervyn  followed,  in  the  midst  of  wMob  a 
carriage,  drawn  by  mules  very  superbly  harnessed,  and  sur- 
rounded by  lackeys  in  dark  livery,  arrived  at  t^e  ^tes,  from 
which  an  old  man  alighted,  leaning  on  Van  Kuysman*s 
flnn. 

So  suddenly  had  the  riot  risen  that  the  visitor's  attention 
and  that  of  Van  Huysman  were  called  to  it  at  the  same 
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WkommAr  «Bid  just  as  i&e  Bui^ted  MevrytL  j^ed  hot  aad 
tsdBuwted  a^  w  onraige  door. 

Yan  Huysman's  waved  hand  htished  the  whole  hubbub 
lli0ta&tlj,  and  there  was  a  deep  pause  of  eil^use. 
' .  *'  This  is  singular  discii^yme,  Mfoti^er,"  said  the  new«c0mer, 
itonly.  '-  Is  k  thus  that  you  allow  your  pupils  to  hunt  eaeh 
Othery  tidke-  savagpe  beasts  P  And  wMat  is  this — ean  it  be  f 
Is  this  poor  paa&kg^Md  my — ^I.mean,  is  it  M.&rryn?^ 
...  As  it  in  ref^y-to  the.padSre's  question,  all  pointed  to  the 
bleeding  skuU.  of  the  marshal'^  son. 

'•..^  What  say  yeiu  to  this  crharge,  MervynP"  said  the  visitor, 
^toq^^c^sveat  IcaidnesB.  "JBe  not  a£raidof  me,  child — I 
«ai.be  your  friend^  as  I  have  ever  been,  if  you  give  me  not 
«ause.^'the:  eootrary.    Do  you  not  remember  me  ?  " 

";Ihav^nev«r'fev§^eayou/'  said  the  boy,  passionately^ 
HHd  HUitdmag  the  p&SapeW  ImucU  he  Isismed,  it  and  burst  into 
t^i^s. 

"  Your  frotectotf ^  dtdld,"  «aid  Oliva,  gently,  for  he  it  was, 
•f'- A^d  BOW  teU  me^  why  did  you  tkraw  the  ball  at  De 
JGbwamant's  head  P  " 

: .  f 'He  eaUed  me  bastard  I"  sobbed  Mervyn. 
.  **  Im  ^tm  true,  M.  de  Ghrammont  P"  said  the  padre,  tunadng 
to  the  young  f'renchman. 

.  ^  And  so  he  is,  my  lord,"  replied  he.  *'  His  rev^enoe  told 
QA  all  he  was  BO,  thismoraiug,  from  the  chair." 

"  How,  hw^ev  ?"  tttelaimed  Oliva,  turning  sharply  round. 
.,  ^  My  l<3BPd|  I  will  explain  aU,"  said  the  rector,  meddy  i 
^.  but  it.  is  Bot  £t  that  my  apology  should  be  heard  by  these 
snz^asemng  boys." 

:  "  And  b^tard  as  you  eaU  me,"  exclaimed  Mervvn,  again 
^eidil^  to  the  violeaee  of  his  passions,  *'  I  tell  you  all,  French 
^otilOSr  tO'  yoior  teeth-*-^that  I  were  prouder  to  be  the  bastarci, 
if)  J  am  suahy  e£  one  whose  fathers  conquered  at  Grecy,  thiGft 
j^ie  lawfttlesl}  har  of  the  jHroudest  noble  that  was  conquered 
tbiww." 

T.iOtiiica  smiled,  though  with  some  degi^e  of  reproof;  and 
maromandiag  all  to  retire  to  their  ceUs,  he  entered  the  college, 
ki&yag  on  van  Huysman's  aim. 

The  state  of  Mervyn's  mind,  which  Yan  Huysman  now 
(dsBorihed  with  minute  sagacity,  troubled  the  padre,  and  he 
determined  to  examsne  him  mere  particularlv  himself. 
Mefvyn  was  accordingly  sent  for,  and  entered  with  a  modest 
and  downcast  vkage.  The  padre  was  secretly  touched  wit&' 
his  humility  and  beauty,  as  he  knelt  to  receive  his  blessing; 
a&d  arose  reverently  before  him  in  his  plain  garb  of  a 
young  acolyte. 


8^  '  ^^wt[rtnt^fAa»4 

**  How  kiy0»>Miiv'lL&-Bai4  tnildljr,  **j<mtrermBs\A9mk(^ 
telis  irie  yom  gifct^Testliaigs,  pmiag,  dkcontented ;  tlMt-^jrotk' 
are  not  satisfied  with  youts^^Dor  with  jaax  eompaniQiwP. 
What  is  the  reason  of  thisP  What  doyoa  desire  P  I^^tidi 
fear  to  tell  me,"  eotttinaed  he»  after  waiting  a  &m  matoflslfll. 
for  a  reply.  "  I  was  yotmg  m  odier  dajra  nnyeelf^^  3?bI1  vm 
iK^dlt,  son,  what  womd  yoa  faa^e  to  make  yoat  conba&t'Br'  -.   . 

"  Gl«ry,  father ! "  replied  &e l)Oy*^  reBolatelyk     ■•'■\  rj      l'.  . 

''Glory,  my  lonf*  implied  Glka,  ^sniliilgi  ^'Andil^hat 
glory  ?—^f  heaven  or  of  earthF'*    '    '•  /•  •    /.,•     . -.tutl 

"Of  both,"  said  M«iryii.  ''I  am  diskonoomdib^ my 
birth;  I  would  repaiir  the  injustiee  whiok  Attv  an^jimen&l 
o|>inions  have  inftioted  on  me.  I  woisM;wm'*ai]i]mi6^>£KtBflS7 
•^a  name !  which  the  erime  of  my  paorenta  haBidei^dpiib.  ^  ulr 
would  not  grow,  wither,  and  die  Ii£(9  &  wirdd  oniifr^h^  v^bkdi^ 
tl)M»  ocean  of  time  sweeps  awn^  £»reTer,  noaeknolwrtiiiiiitiifti^ 
aiud  none  care."  •:  to  ?.OLboJ 

'<  And  this  glory— have  I  not  put  tou  on  ihe  wajyitaiML  iH^ 
son  P"  said  Oliva,  somewhat  reproadiftiily,  >;  'i-rii^&it 

"Father,  forgive  me;  I  d^  confess  toyout^l  iddoeriiT)' 
said  Mervyn,  passionately.  "  !Nd ;  I  know  tfas^  I:  citn>btef erf 
win  glory — never,  never  fulfil  even  my  duties^-^as  a  aimSa^^ 
<>f  religion.  The  sword,  the  sword,  my  &ther  1  jgh^  ai»  id 
sword !  let  me  die  as  a  champion  of  the  church  in  ;tbfttiie]bd'«£ 
Imttle  t  I  ask  no  better  fate ;  but  I  feel  lihst  i  hivetauNC 
within  me  the  qualities  which  make  the  pmsti'^'l'luerii 
nether  patience,  nor  meekness,  nor  power  to  pessQada^^tioD 
am  I  passionless  as  the  marble  on  wkibh  I  leaiir'ii^Bftind^ 
angry,  lioly  father,  and  let  me  die  for  yovi  aad  tJaa  ciWBBiit 
but  on  some  field  (^  battle,  not  at  the  stoke«'*       I   i  ,ti()  '' 

"  Ohildj  you  mistake  your  vocation,"  said  Oliva^iWitfLoibnq 
degtee  of  sadness  in  his] tones*  "Know  70CL  no^  fbEBfaiHb 
same  prejudices  which  declare  your  birth  inyaaBaousifltffl. ,  iBaih 
-f^^  &tk  every  hand,  and  keep  yonur  soaxing  f^nms  iaHe^er 
<diali&ed  to  the  dust !  Hope  you  to  wash  away  tne  «tamj  immdam 
]bk>od  ?  or  that  the  proud  nobles  of  Fmueervnii  sufEerfcBflGduiee 
born  plebeian  to  reap  the  harvest  of  glofy  w(hidh;thfitj^Mri1i 
long  regarded  as  their  peculiar  pvopeoriyP-  Know  ^ypaaio^L 
that  the  class  from  which  yeu  spring  are  the  hewers'-QfrcwopA 
acid  drawers  of  water ;  the  men  whose  sineWs  and  btood  pk>isi^ 
and  sow  tiie  soil  which  th^r masters  reap ? "  -i  ds\:'' 

"  Is  there  no  refuge,  then,  ihther,  from  the  seeraiijcff 
mttokindP  Fat^bev^  how  have  I  deserved  this  punic&mBBtf '* 
exclaimed M^rvyn>  vehemently.  .       .  ,» -o 

"  What  is,  is  J  we  isannot  alter  it,"  replied  Oliva.  "  The 
English  repubUeans  vainly  attempted  to  break  the  injustdipe. 
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of  wm^  amy  laawtheir  lmg-he»k^mn,  a^d-'o^itk  hJm^the 
yiduSeimmmttan:  of  tyraoiur  ^vd^ch  dimleipeits  r»is^d  ibr  aa 
iiksteBtiaQ]^  to  k.t  it  fall  wita  adoUtionfil^ateaw  Jui%q  y  owrseli^ 
MervTf'ii: — ^what  have  you  to  ^eet  from  thft  justice  of  tbft 
[RraDOL  nobyityP  Xnesv  boy8>  who  '  pensecuti^  and  hate 
ymoL  htacknmyeMXTiMmt  is  anpeiaor  to  .iheiTOf  are  your  cotem- 
poraTie[»4»'<«ntl  ia  time  be  i£j&  i»>ble89e  of  J^ranee^.  to  wIikmq. 
yon  look  for  the  ii^waffd  :of  toil;  aad  blood ! " 
^^Shbnifim  I.' bom  <a  slave,  and  a  slaire  shall  I  go  tp  my 
grave ! "  exclaimed  Mervyn,  ^th  ft  frwh  gush  of  tews. 
Ym|^tiMi!^inif«iQit$  tkerli  is  o]i€»>^iqfiftljg;e>  one  only/' ii^lied 
i^^midgep  "ffmk  iAohmmif*  *^  The  church  apeii»  W  ama 
•WHiMjHtobJMwiBenywu-'^i^yaie  only  true  repubhc  whfcre  merit 
jk&j-haifpbikL':^tuBjri  agaixisit  pcejudiee*  and  set  hex  feet  <m.  the 
jitordle  of-  kiugsi;}  iBmax  you  the  tremendous  empire  of  miiad 
igrflwbfiiiortfexin^diiic  ? ' .  U'hink  you  it  is  nobler  to  swav  th^ 
bodies  of  men  than  meir  souls  P  What  say  you  P  Hatla  Utot 
tbeimreie^giiity  O^er  men's  litoughts  A  mademt  more  at* 
tractive  to  our  immdrtai  mimse  than  the  mere  eocitrolof 
tlikeokfy  Uiai^shriBtes  it?  And  let  me  teU  thee  too,  my  son," 
faD^nsdaedf .>  dbserving  th&  ^eet  which  his  words  seemflfd  1^ 
p3MlfbK0!;  if'  lei-me  tell  you  that  spiritual  as  our  domiifti^  as«^ 
or  iriK>vld3e»  it  ig>ih  o&  and  neceasaanlr  inrolve  temporal 
ktmdrfjtbaAjpow^v^  Listen,  child  I  who^  deem  you,  gofera^^ 
iRnnov  jif  ll^ot  liouis,  though  he  be  the  kuR^  I  who  Spain  t 
HofbJCdrlosi'nol  But  these  are  aecap^  too  minortant  to  b«r 
tgamt^Ufmon  as  yet;  What  say  y^s  son  P  w^  you  be  ^o/^ 
dCm^Handrjshaie  ithe  colossal  design  on  which  the  ey^so£ 
SoicBvb  and  ^affiihjae  alike  &edP''  . 

Oh,  if  I  but  l^oittght  I  could  attain  such  glory,  wiithoi)^ 
iiii^injrsailmtum,  t]m)iigh  inabiUty  to  pei^l»E^  thejcon- 
[QlHiiiT  said  Mervrn,  his  fine  features  mantling  with  foill^Qr 
M,lirhefirthctitaa]?e  interrupted  hitn.  :  :.:  ^ 

I'^^Siak  MBy  you.  shall>  mj  child ! "  he  said*  with  a  degee^^ 
vriMnaenoct  r^eiry  navsuiil^in  his  subdued  nature.  "  S^^e&i 
eon£fl0cb'5^tni  tio-my  eare,  like  Moses  to  the  daughter,  of 
Jhatfaph^  ^  a :  he^Iesa  infant^  redeemed  you  &Qm.  Bi  land  of 
ImB^rfozr  ths  great' purp<^e  to  which  I  dedicate  you»  Yes^ 
iigpaoi^ iyetar-  gloi^'  msJi  nval  that  of  Samt  Angustine !  H^ 
tti^otiptertiad;  a  barbarous-  peo^e  to^  the  iMm  Christ-^  yoi^ 
shall  perform  a  hatdetrtaak,  you sbaUbonk tb^m  back  to  <h^ 
IbidjiRhffli  the  wolf  has  scattered  Ihemv '     .     . .    .     . 

-OaBrifid  a^ray  by  the  enthusiasm:  Oi  the  moaDoent,  and  of  hit 
own  character,  Mervyn  threw  himself  at  the  pardiftf 'a  feet,  and 
in.  broken  accents  declared  hb  willingnesa  to  raccept  th&  task 
ocmfided  to  him#  if  he  was  not  altoiother  uaworthy  o^  it 
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Baisiagf;  ki»  «ve8  thai  to  BeittM^  attd  Ivfiog  his  hemAs  dli 
tiie  boy^s  head,  Olmt  soleflEo^  biassed  tmd  dedicated  ham  :1s 
the  serrioe  «f  the  ehtxroh,  while  Van  Hnjsnian  >eduied  a 
deep  Amen. 

Mervyn  was  on  the  pomt  of  riong  when  the  padre  oboerved 
him  ertarfc,  and  saw  tkwt  his  eye  was  eaogkt  by  soma  object  af 
tiie  door,  whieh  seemed  to  disturb  him,  lil^e  ihe  silez^  e^ 
trance  of  a  spectre.  Yan  HnyHman,  too,  tuzzied  and  beheld 
h  man  whom  he  thought  he  r^ooUected,  though  dimly  tmd 
unpleasantly,  as  if  associated  Wilii  some  disaeveeable  djseiQQ^ 
^e  stranger  seemed  isAn^pig  is.  a  sort  of  sardonic  gvin, 
probably  at  th^  so^e  he  had  ijitemmted,  though  it  Tanished 
the  instant  the  elders  turned,  and  beoaiae  by  s^me  6ii44eiz 
transmutation  a  smile  of  hypocrkieal  hgonility • 


't* 


cHAPTEE  xin.  :'' 

THB  WOfliV  IK  SHKBP*S  CLOTHING. 

*'  DiSTTTBB  net  yoorself,  brother,"  said  Ohva,  after  &  ma* 
mentt's  pause.  **  It  is  one  of  my  attendants,  an  acoljrte,  whom 
at  earnest  entreaty  I  hsave  been^prevailed  on  to  place,  wkh  jen 
hmre;  but,  brother  Titus,  methinks  you  somewhat  exoeed 
your  priYiiege,,:jto  dog  my  priracy  here." 

"  My  lord,"  replaeathe  brother,  with  abfeet  submisgivsBiess 
<^  tcme,  "  if  you  nad  not  bid  me  wait  upon  you  here,  I  wbziie% 
as  suits  me,  engaged  in  the  holy  penitence  yoa  hare  fae«|L 
pleased  to  impose  on  me." 

There  was  something  in  the  tones  oi  the  man's  Toice 
singularly  displeasing  to  Mervyn. 

"  Truly,  yes  :  I  had  forgotten  I  meant  to  introduce  you  to 
the  reverend  reetcMr,"  said  Ohva.  "I will  be  «BHidid.with 
you,  brother,  and  in  your  presence  say  all  thai;  I  intend  t9 
say  about  you,  that  you  may  know  cm  what  terms  you  staatd 
here.  Some  weeks  ago,"  he  continued,  addressing  Yaa 
Huysmon,  "  I  received  a  letter  from  oar  brother  WMtmead, 
in  London,  whieh  was  brought  by  this  acolyte.  Axsob^  other 
matters,  the  contents  of  that  letter  did  recommend  ik^ 
bearer  to  vtB^  with  worcte  to  this  purpose :  That  his  name  is 
Titus  Oates,  son  of  an  anabaptist  preacher,  discharged  isom 
the  family  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  the  chaplamcy  of  a 
war->vessel,  on  accusation  of  preaching  popish  dootriiMs:  that 
he  had  at  one  time  exercised  the  ma^ial  trade,  but  growing 
weary  of  it  and  of  the  world,  he  desires  to  be  reooi^iled  to 
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vk&  isifwtH,  simI  to  di6  HI  Imt  bosoni,  if  y<m  apc  w3iii^  to 
otdB^re  hin  wxtih.  ft  tnal,  broHieif  ?  ** 

^  Wint  hstk  inclooed  ydu,  ftiend,  to  wiflili  to  be  of  our 
voat^  ?  **  Bftidl  JFtstk  HjsjvBoan,  muia^ily . 

"  Bererend  fatiier/'  replied  Utiis,  "  a  deep  conTietioii  tliat 
it  tikitLe  can  recall  tiie  -wanderen  of  Israel,  and  woiit  the  ex- 
t^rpaltlo&  of  ihe  Caaaaiiiite.  But/'  eo&tiimed  the  acolyte 
**  can  yon^  reverend  father,  hare  Ibrgotten  that  yoa  onoe 
tsv^  the  life  of  one  Captedn  OoleB,  left  by  robbers  bound 
md  bmiied  in  ihB  foKst  of  dainraox?** 

'^  And  art  then  he,  friend  ?"  said  Yan  Hnysman. 

**  i  mm  all  that  ia  left  of  Aat  sinfiil  man,"  said  brother 
l^t«0,  btimblyT  **  and  I  wffl  freely  eonfess,  that  in  ^oae  days 
TOOT  blessed  eslioifaftioiifl  £ell  on  mine  ear  like  com  on  a 
barren  rock.  Bat  blessed  is  he  irho  throws  bread  on  aU 
waters,  for  after  many  days  he  shall  find  it  again."* 

'^  Ay>  brother,  bat  perehanoe  musty  and  rotten,"  replied 
the  rector,  sternly.  "  But  teH  me,  irt  thou  cheerfully  re- 
s<^ed  to  fbfsake  me  world  and  its  yanities,  and  to  become  a 
new  mam  P** 

**  Hearen  be  iny  witness,  I  am  T'  said  !ntUB,  turning  up 
bit  ^^  till  <mly  the  w^hites  were  visible. 

"  Your  name,  your  country,  your  parentage,  we  know," 
eoiitinued  the  rector,  as  if  anxious  to  work  out  some  objec- 
tion. "But^  prithee,  what  is  your  ageP  And  are  yoU 
subject  to  any  bodily  infirmity,  or  owe  any  man  debtP*' 

•*  For  the  body,  'sbnd!  I'm  as  strcmg  as  a  horse,"  said 
dites,  eoarssir.  **  For  debts,  I  have  paid  all  I  owe  to  the  last 
teihiii^  I  had  to  pay  with ;  and  for  my  age,  I  was  forty-two 
last  Michaefaoas." 

"  Me^iiiiks,  brother,  at  my  entreaty  yoa  might  admit  him 
to  probati(Mi  P"  interposed  t!i!e  padre. 

••  Nay,  I  wotdd  not  be  as  one  of  those  harsh  and  heretic 
builders  who  reject  the  stone  because  it  is  flawed,"  said  the 
reetOf .  **  But  this  man — no  matter.  We  admit  you  09i  a 
trkl ;  ^o  hence  to  Hie  cell  of  the  examiner,  father  Lascelles, 
¥rho  will  write  your  name  and  statements  in  the  books." 

•*  tSon  ^Mervyn*,  gukle  the  novice  thither,"  said  the  padre. 
^  We  must  have  private  speech  with  the  reverend  rector. 
Why  do  you  hesitate,  youth  P" 

*'  It  likes  me  not,  most  reverend,"  repKed  Mervyn,  frankly. 
^  I  do  remember  this  brother's  eyes — ^1  have  seen  them  in  a 
dream." 

•*  Tut,  tut  t  you  are  a  fo<^h  phaBftasist,**  said  Oliva, 
«harply.  •*  Let  ua  hear  no  more  of  these  strange  reveries. 
'Qo  with  him,  I  command  you." 
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'M.&Fvynch&f.ed'his  Buperior's  ordef ,  but  with  al  mill^il  illf» 
will  wbieh  was  rezy  apparent.  Brother  TStue^  howii^mr) 
4BeeaiLed  not  to  notioe  this,  and  followed  him  "in  saleDne'till 
they  w^e  out  of  ear-shot  initbocorridor^  Wh^nthelfbnn^ 
observed —  •    'ifo«> 

**  I  should  remember  thee,  ^outbway,  flOQtii»-'k^irvsJ£iy 
ehanoe  to  be  en  inmate^  of  thiA  ^eonvent  <whenr  ihy'-fatiii^ 
abandoned  &ee here/ •  .         '^i   r-tli  rr 

"  My  faJther  I  what  was  hit  name  f  'They  will  loot.  tefiJmsNff 
oniv  that  he  was  Jb thief  T'  <exeIakBed ^Mecryn^iwithjtsnldded 
ana  Ti^  interest.  .  ■    .  .•..•-.:.  r  .,.■•  .i^.-i  ',ynl» 

*'  Not  a  thief,  but  a  robber,  bo^^— iBhich'>ia<  JOokhnBiibtA 
hiononrabk-^Bomeihing  between  yoor  rb^eimdyolir  soldieB^ 
said  Gates.  ^' Bat,  I,  too,,  considearmgrnelfi  boonAibyiftiail 
prohibition  thou  speaJcest  o£^  and  will  .no4;>  lunrteU'tiiBar  hii 
name  on  any  consideration.  Nererthidessvi  tibe  jiimaiiiOKf 
oome,  when  1  ^lall  ciake  ihee  wiser/'  tcontinned  Oalies,'  •  4ditBD» 
the  biiy's  imwilling  hand.  *'  Meanwhile,  eoimt  mlai-iimaDS 
those  who  lore  thee.  Leave  me>  with  thia^masaaget^taiifeim 
father  rector— that  I  know  from  whom  thou  sviingea^riikd 
thoJ^  the  first  proo&  I  bSet  him  of  my  dDedMiioi»^«>aa]i 
Christian  spirit  are  these^'-ihiUi  I  will  never' betRq?*|kd 
BeoretJ*.  .i  ;■  /i  c^> 

By  this  crafty  means  did  Oates  estabHskarior^  of  inAoiaiiad 
ever  Mervyn's  mind,  as  the  depository  of  a  aecrrt  whidb^^e 
would  have  given  almost  life  to  mthooi.  >  '^n-xt  i^^ 

A  few  days  after  this  ill-omened  introdnddon,  the  isenefid 
resumed  his  jonmey,  but  he  jikd^ed  his  whsrI  to  Metwa^ 
that  as  soon  as  he  had  worthily  niMUed  has  jUmHeJie^iMd 
should  come  to  him  at  Borne,  and  fKrofesi.  This  asfaninuB^ 
aeemed  to  reanimate  the  droopii^  spirits  of 'titebeyy-abdulie 
separated  himself  almost  whcdlj  from  his  insulting. feilffib^ai^ 
plunging  with  renewed  ardour  into  the  seTe(te->0badiddrwhicU 
were  neoessaiy  to  place  him  at  their  head.        -  u:i\i  fniB 

But  this,  fit  of  application,  like  all  thatisviolenlviWsiB  b0# 
lasting';  the^  infiuenoe  of  his  mercurial  muturei]9etuniie<|^(siift 
inaction;  began  to  grow  a  positive  pain«  It  was  in  issdh-ifaai 
he  strov^e  to  stifle  those*  tlKiughta,  which  invoilfiiBtarilip'^aBBfiiE 
his  heaiti  A  restless  .voice  seemed  perpetmdly.te  iMitethtti^ 
forth,  to  do — ^he  knew  not  what,  but  there  appefujed Uyh^m 
niche  in  destiqy  leflbrYaeant  for  hint.  -  .t,<  i 

Thes^  vague  aspirai&ODB  might  have  at  last  died  iiw»yp«v 
has  been,  so  effcen  >  the  case,  mstd  they  not  foimd  fbeL  •.  OatOB 
had  Attaohed  himself  in  a  partieolair  manisier  to  the  youn^ 
novice.  He  kboiured  -also  by  the  subtlest  flatteries  to  wont 
himself  into  the  rector'a  good  ^aoes ;  but  Van  Huysmmi'a 
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ddldi  peooetratioiL  and  knowledffe  of  tbe'wbvld  Were  not  so 
fflnlgF  deceived.  He  conceirea  a'Tery  evident  dis^e  for  hki 
ifew^Qniiate»  and  seemed  to  hare  priyatel^resc^v^ed  that  the 
tenn^df  his  pyobatidn  skonld  be  tnat  of  Lis  residence  in  tibe 
college. 

vrdt'was'othtiirwtse'^i^tlie  unsopldstieated  noyiee.  Brother 
!£iiiifli8Qoii  maiii^ed'  ta  'orercdme  the  aversion  which  he  had 
at  first  found  in  Mervyn,  and  to  twine  himself  in8idiotk»I?f 
iB^nhSa^icomfikiliBncev  'Against  ail  nvohibition  aoad  rrde^,  he 
leadii  Mbdoj  fBdorksiwhiel^  it  -  was ..  little  less  tha&  treason  to  ia^* 
dnce  into  the  college — novels  of  a  profligate  age,  whidi;  seemed 
totiuEveiksli  oreniaihat- phantom  of  nsorality,  d^cency^  .The 
dinidsit^  of  jyduidi'iiBdiLoed  Mervyn  to  read  these  ^omposi^ 
Mh97\iri^,eagiertlee8^,<and  though  his  pure  inind  revolted  at 
iibk  "mAixitmMaaBTti  delineated,  altill  there  was  sometltmg  but 
^HBif^Diffatiii^  itt^the' excitement  and  glow  into  which  they 
wtfjfekQiidegiiiiafti^  influeniee  was  also  increased  by 

^is>tBis]stim'  deBeribing/  the  world  he  had  left,  having  actea 
Bster  Jpacbr  himself  in  it&  stovmy  drama. 
LifSh^Be.naqativad,  colotured  by  the  vivid  fancy  of  youths 
ioBB^tibfr' lolled  vestitessoess  of  Mervyn's  nature.  He  longed 
tef  joioitlmt  bnliia&t  march  of  men  and  events,  and  soon  be^ui 
to  regard  the  monastic  walls  which  inclosed  him  as  a  priso&i 

'^lout  pleasaie  and  glovy. 
'>iIAlDiQates*s  project  began  to  ripen,  he  inetieased  his  aittiiSees 
to  entangle  the  innoceat  boy,  whom  he  had  apparently  takea 
iBtoa^m&g.  :  He  incfiamed  his  discontent  by  insinuations 
Vfh^t^yievA  togerly  «aught  at  by  Mervyn.  He  dropped  hints 
tUil^dlaidvabtflid'tfie  stoafy  of  his  base  parentage ;  and  as  all 
yurtfnriags  Hsdiicentki^  it  were  ear^illy  conceited,  there  was 
atifnhiitaTxfredope*  for  the  rcnnaiBtio  eonjectuifes  wMch  hd  threw 
9ni^<ffioln!tiiiieL>to  tinie*  He  stirred  the  fanciful  ^iad  of  the 
bbjdwitihi  ivagxie  hints  ^at  he  was  sprung  from  a Hoblesouncb] 
and  that  the  story  ^hkh  gave  him  a  robb^dbrhisfather^ 
tai  eis0reilte(i>tO'COv^r  smne  iniquitous  secret ;  andhe^a* 
AnaHiifBXidQaded/ to:  instil  a  notion  that  the  Jesuits  wtsreBl 
tffotedmiBkceBBpiiacy  with  those  who  had  cheated  him  of  his 
adsffldtanbe^^aiia  to^  represent  that  England  was.'  the*:  only 
^Aade^lriMerelie  W10  Ijiraly  to  obtain  anyin&ifmifatioiC'Oii  thia 
mtdrffiifcibgi  point. -'- 

Oates  seemed  as  well  acquainted  with  the/polxtioal'condi* 
tiDnxi^Sngknd^at  tbe  pnrioa,  as  if  hshad  maaeit^^a  peculiar 
wisady,  and  he  knew  how  to  dress  out  his  infixnnatioB  in  an 
sfatnustive  garb.  Mervyn  was  bothmmised  and  esoitedby  the 
dctcription  whidi  he  gave,  though  without  any  formed  par* 
pose,  or  notion  why  he  took  mch  pl^asurein  tiouau* 


^'  Aad  do  jfM  flee,  brotii^,"'  said  Oalfcet  one  ds^f  a«  ih&y 
walked  aloioe  in  the  gavdens  of  the  oonvent — */  do  you  see^r-^ 
stimng  world  will  therft  be  sooa  in  England.  I'be  Jmmim 
have  ooneealed  ever  jibing  from  you,  tSoaglx  thej  mean  -ta 
ufie  you  as  a  blind  instrument.  They  have  a  vast  plot  wherd}|r 
they  mean  to  brin^  back  arbitrary  goyeisuue&t  aod  popeF]r— *" 
Imeaa  our  holy  Catholic  faith.  They  have  gained  theOnii^ 
aeeretly,  and  tlie  Puke  of  York  is  a  n<ot(»rious  papist.  T^ 
ministers  are  a  base  and  bloodthirsty  set,  who  -wiU  dp  as^ 
thin^  to  preserve  farour,  and  keep  their  enemies  on  the  cold 
bennies.  But  there  are  many  in  Englazid  who.  would  srayior 
see  all  ia  eonfuaion  again  than  lose  their  precioiDs  leHgioftand 
liberties.  Yea,  the  <ud  leaFen  of  Cromwell  is  still  fermenttaff 
in  the  masses,  and  what  an  angd  fix»zi  hearen,  what  a  aoeona 
Salvator  Mundi  would  he  be  who  couM^  and  woukl,  exposf 
tibia  wicked  plot — I  mean  that  JeeniticaX  piot^-^^hii^  is  alooi* 
Keither  would  he  lack  powerful  friends  and  men  of  greai 
quality  to  baek  him.  There's  all  my  Lord  Sha^iesbury'a 
party,  and  the  fine  old  republicans,  who  hold  their  lives  as 
cheap  in  the  balance  of  England's  good ;  not  to  mention  lliat 
fierce  and  turbulent  commonalty  of  London,  which  wants  but 
ft  leader  to  show  itself  mighty  as  undei:  the  Soundhead  parlifi)> 
ment.  Bat  it  were  a  bola  man  should  lead  them !  He  muat 
not  pause  or  pant,  or,  like  ill-trained  bloodhounds,  they  w^d 
Jievour  their  own  master." 

^  But  our  f^thiers-^i£  indeed,  they  have  any  such  plaur-^-anr 
too  politic  men  to  be  easily  baffled,"  said  Mervyn, 

"Ay,  there  it  is!"  replied  Oates.  "But  I  do  think»:if  a 
man  could  by  any  chance  |(et  to  see  the  correspondeofce  whilh 
the  rector  carries  on  perpetually  with  England,  it  would)  ihis^ 
fmali  explanation  to  understand  how  thii^s  are  goiog."     , .  j 

"Perhaps  not,"  said  Merryn;  "but  doubtl^,  bix>th^ 
^ihese  &ings  are  concealed,  for  good  reasons." 

"  And  yet  I  marvel  that  you,  who  are  eonstanily  oLasetod 
vhtk  Yaa  Huysman — who  must  so  often  be  left  Mone-vfitb 
tibeso  precious  documents — ^have  never  had  the  ousiosityii^ 
examine  into  the  secrets  they  eontaia.  P"  said  Oates,  ei^^eji^sd^yw 

"  J^ow,  heaven  forbid  I  should  chime  into  ik&  tune  ^  apif 
tiirth  by  such  mieanjkese !"  replied  Mervyn,  colounng .  "  .m» 
if  this  great  plan  be  indeed  formed,  it  becomes  both  you  etxii 
aMW  as  true  servants  of  the  churdi,  to  forward^  it  wiJbhi>ur 
Sfe's  blood,  aad  pe«£E>rm  m  silence  whatever  is  ex^oinedby 
her  infallible  ai^onty." 

*'No  doubt,  BO  doubt,"  replied  Gates,  with  one  of  his  ug^ 
amiles.  "But  how  know  you,,  brother,  but  that  those  lettena 
may  contain  some  ixiUiap  oS  your  true  birth  and  9toleA  in* 


heiitattee^^ — tiM>8e  e^^eciaUj  yrhkh.  pas9  betfra^i  Van  Huys- 
ZDftn  aad  thje  ganexal  P — ^Bsui  1  if  I  were  joix,  and  had  sudii 
OMAflioa  given  lae,  I  wotdd  look  over  thoae  documeniis,  with 
proiier  pnidenoe — ^and  then,  if  you  report  their  contents  to 
me*  I  may  be  able  to  dive  deeper  into  these  mysteries  thaa 
fevr  innpcenee  permita  yon. ' ' 

:  '^  I  had  xaiher  die  as  I  hav^  lived— a  beeffar,  dependent 
to  exifltenee-^thaa  be  guilty  ci  such  betray^, '  replied  Mer* 
rfn,  indifiBoaily. 

.  -Oaites  langh;^  it  off,  as  he  generally  did  when  he  fonnd 
hiffiseif  ba^d^  and  4|nietly  turned  the  converBatiixi  into  scane 
otbear-  chansieL  But  ne  hiad  laid  the  first  stones  of  the  fotm* 
dation  on  whieh  he  hoped  to  erect  his  future  superstruetnre 
of  oonning  and  guilt,  and  he  determined  not  to  forego  his 
iiIbiis  at  l£&  fir&t  unlairocirable  symptoaii  in  the  soil  on  which 
his  prepoBed  l^uldii^  wn&  to  rest. 


CHAPTEB     XIV. 


THE  TEMJPTSB. 


AZtTSOtras'thii  prt^sal  of  Oates  shook  Merryn's  grow* 
ing  good  opinion  of  him,  he  soon  recoyered  his  gx^und* 
witii  04ie  so  ^norant  of  the  world,  and.  of  its  wickedness  and 
srtifiee. 

'  Meanwhile  Tan  Huysman  viewed  this  intimacy,  and  indeed 
«il>hb  new'sties^  movem^ats,  with  suspicion.  Certain  &cts; 
wideh  'Couklnot  elude  his  keen  observation,  very  soon  indoeed 
him  to  Older  Mervyn  to  cease  associating  wiih.*brother  Tttos^ 
md,  to  convey  inf<»iBation  to  the  latter,  that/  he  must  hold 
hims^  in  readiness  to  quit  the  college  as  soon  as  a  reply 
kfOoM.  aarrive  to  Ms  demand  to  that  effect  £com  JSLowe. 
'•  Thi»pF(^bition  appeared  to  Mervyn^  and  was  represented 
hf'Ckete»,  as  am  act  of  intolerable  t3rraiiay ;  and  the  youth'a 
«t»B^MSfion'Was  veiled  by  d^rving  the  staete  of  exconmm^ 
tBUksAacm.  in  which  his  M^id  was  shorty  piaeed.  He  was  not 
^Aowod  to  converse  with  any  oi  the  adK^ars ;  he  dined  at  a 
MitAry  table  in  the  hall,  and  was  treated  in  all  respeets  as 
one  out  of  the  pale.  * 

'  OiKties  appeared  to  bear  liiis  with  great  patience,  secretly 
harvesting  his  revenge.  But  Mervyn*s  hrait  was  toodtea 
with  the  seeming  iniustioe,  and  he  took  private  opDortunities 
f9f  fusBuring  brother  Titus  of  his  eontinsed  sympathy  and  re- 
giurd.    But  er^A  these  stden  ixitervi^ws  became  su^cted^ 
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&nd  Yoa  Huysxmin  strictlT  eommanded  him  not  t^  vg^tkAi^ 
OateSi  whom  he  now  opemy  designated  as  a  ozftftj  apj.-  .^--j 

Matters  were  m  this  state  when  Yan  Huysman  waswnif 
moned  to  Paris,  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  ord^,  whkh  Srall 
to  discuss  certain  important  measure^.  The  rectov  ^eya^id 
a  promise  from  Meryyn  that  he  would  not  spaak  to  CbiM 
during  his  absence ;  informing  him,  at  the  same  t)|n«^  tlUtt{M 
his  return  that  worthy  would  oe  expelled^  for  oeriaiB'Ol&iKWi 
which  he  had  committed  against  the  rules  of  tib^rOrckA  ^Xfalft 
better  to  secure  his  i>leage.  Tan  Huysniaik  ordeiji^aJMto 
pupil  to  keep  in  his  nrivate  cabinet,  <e^c^,at  x^ealttjiiBifiiiii 
ana  to  employ  himself  there  in  translating^  «,hojmly^^t« 
Chrysostom,  which  he  knew  would  o^^pf^.ihiint.MitUr^j^ 
return.  !  ».  f   ■  ■  ...  :  .f  ^m^.u 

Unhappily  Gates  had  already  lent  Mezryn  a^lH>Q]^iwhie|^ 
from  its  being  at  once  so  celebrjated,  and  so  striotly.forb^^MAl 
in  the  college,  that  it  stood  in  the  Ubra^r  dubined  ip^jfall^ 
locked  to  the  shelves,  had  always  been  an  object  of  '^Sf^ 
curiosi^  to  him — ^the  novels  of  Boccaccio.  Tho  cq^sweflte 
style  of  this  work,  the  fascination  of  its  inflammatory  ctesflfkH 
tions,  the  -brilliant  satire,  even  the  boldness  with  irhkdl:!^ 
licentious  Italian  assailed  all  that  he  had  been  accustcanejLii^ 
revere,  took  a  forcible  hold  of  the  youth's  imaginajl(^9«ta| 
Although,  in  the  severe  and  intellectual  order  to  whifib  h0 
belongs,  Mervyn  had  never  observed  any  of.  iihe  ^oaoMii 
which  form  the  staple  of  Boccaccio's  satires  on  the  mot^  ifi 
his  time,  still  it  seemed  strange  to  him  that  in  the  period  ffi 
her  greatest  grandeur  and  prosperity,  such  rottenness,  ff^oid^ 
be  at  the  very  heart  of  the  church.  This  shook  tiie  |o)iigi|cUf» 
tion  of  all  his  beliefs ;  which  was  precisely  the  e&flt^tf^ijQin^^ 
with  the  awakening  influence  oi  the  passionate .  poetsrvfHi^ 
Boccaccio's  legends  on  the  dormant  emotions  of  hii^r¥9V^MA 
nature,  that  Gates  had  calculated  on  prodofiinig.  JS[^ppiif^*<fi 
romantic  temperament  was  flattered  at  every  tum.byif^Riii 
sweet  melody  of  hope  and  love.  The  hideous  prejudi«ieS{  <if^i^. 
world,  which  had  long  ^ared  at  him  like  the  heads  oI-ApI^ 
hydra,  seemed  utterly  annihilated.  Love  conquered  anii,«tJtbfi 
dued  everything ;  the  obstacles  of  birth  and  fortune  TawAcidt 
at  the  mere  touch  of  his  roseate  Angers.  AH  the  cares  nni 
vicissitudes  of  life,  ^he  stormiest  tuxns  of  fate,  ^eiw  bnt 
matters  for  a  midsummer  reverie,  or  an  enchantii^  and  mWe 
cal  tale  told  to  the  murmur  of  waterfalls,  and  dim  voluptuous 
strains  that  came  and  went  like  the  breezes  that  brought 
them,  no  man  knew  whence^nor  whither. 

With  this  sealed  book  in  his  possession,  still  Mervvn  was 
obliged  to  use  the  greatest  caution  in  reading  it,  and  his  ap» 


ftAs^cfBtB  of  diKeOvery  perliftp^  Inereajied  Ms  tiiiisk,  '  Tk& 
pmenV^povtomty  seeitted  to  lum  itreatstible,  and  he  aban- 
ditMi^^iimsielf '  to  tJie  deliciotis  perusal.  Depending  a  g^^eat 
iHd^4£telli^iiity  ydtii  wMch  he  tLstLallj- performed  His  tasks,; 
Mimfti  «oiHiAu<Sl"  to  t^ad'  «aa  read,  until  mfonnfttion  thai; 
tt^i^cti^  #(iB'ezpe^t6d  much  sooner  than  he  had  calculated^ 
M^I^^<tt'iMLfi^fetf>6lt  hi  the  i^idst  of  his  enjoyments.  He 
f«nn'4jMig#*i|mmediat€ftyto  appiy  himself  with  great  vigour 
tt^Hie  lIiw!Sly«riP  St.  tJhiJrsostpm,  which  he  found  much  longer 
ddku^ItOi^ej^cMnft'^^&mdto^Ulsh  his  task  he  found  it  necessary 
UHl^^tt&ii^^aa$ft'i}^G'iid!lege  hours ;  but  as  no  lamps  were 
rifo^#d^%iaffiWrf-'«ttffi(5i0iitiy- diffifeult;  Unluckily  he  recot 
t0Aett^€li&t<<[M*tet(htfd'  ^'^16  ta]^er  and  flint  which  he  oflen 
used  himself,  and  he  slipped  a  piece  of  paper  into  his  hand, 
fetlMfe*Mft  MlSli^tterii.'  Gates  complied  instantly,  and 
'WlwfciW'C^pressito,  that  though  much  puzzled  by  it, 
)bf7^ikt#^at\hy  friend  understood  much  more  in  his 

'^}^^Wii)ffibg'Uhe  sevferity  of  his  preceptor,  who  he  now 
ISfiat&m-  ^8s  -^xlpeeted  home  early  m  the  morning,  Mervyn 
i|I^UbA' Kiiiiself  to  his  task'  with  nervous  trepidation  and 
w^/iiHM''certai&lv  took  little  heed  of  the  niceties  of  the 
|iraikl^fiitb.<d]f  s  Greek.  It  was  growing  late,  and  his  toils  were 
m  iftMtF^finislied ;  the  moon,  which  was  very  bright,  shone  ia 
t)l^i|dfti'and  his  papers  as  he  sat  pale  and  exhausted,-~^half 
4«^!bflytig  the  -tays  of  his  taper.  Tne  college  was  profound^' 
mbW-'Ihe  wkoie  society  having  retired  to  rest,  and  no  sound 
wfajoAf(^tfb'Je%ut  the  sighing  and  waving  of  the  trees  in  an 
otmra  !!Aiirrfedittteh*  adjoimng.  Mervyn  felt  a  deep  shadow 
t^wlttii^h^  titc^anng  over  him,  and  once  or  twice  tears' 
i^B9lPt6Cli!B'iey«ls,'  *nd  fell  on  the  paper  which  he  was  elabo-. 
wW^^^y^Wng.  "The  silence  and  repose  of  the  night  gave  his 
"  jirift'p^e  for  reflection,  and  he  began  to  repent- 

'eVeir'lfetened  to  Oates's  advice,  and  forfeited  tho 
'bf'tebniacience  which  he  had  once  enjoyed.  Tho- 
'^f^  his  ^ttcation  cauised  him  to  imagine  that'tho' 
*ll^lkd  coBEnmiitt^d  were  of  th«'  blackest  dye,  iiiafimucli 
^tedbrj^kfen  a  solemn  command  of  i^e  diurch.  A  sen- 
jfl"€f^  superstitious  fear  crept  "over  him,  and  he  almost 
ftMgiSiWhe  beh^d  -the  EVil  Dne'hiinself  at  the  moment' 
^i^ftj  ttifeing  his  eyes  suddenly,  ho  ehcountcred  the  sinister 
4*iBe'Of'Oafe9,  i&xeduponhim.'  '  •* 
"^^-Sancta  Maria !  how  art  thou  here  ?"  he'^xdatilned,  fbr  it 
was  no  longer  possible  to  keep  his  pledge  to  ilie  Jesuit.  ^ 

•^''Kush !  make  no  noise  !-^have  you  discovered  anything,** 
said  Gates,  cageriy. 

VOL.  I.  H 
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'*  Disoorered  anything !  In  Heaven's  nsme,  'w^atat  da^yoa 
mean?" 

"  Among  the  papers; — among  the  papers  1 "  eKolaimed  Qateis^ 
dntching  up  his  mannacript,-—**'  anyt3ung»  I  mean,  about  jaotc 
birth,  or — ttieploisis  of  tnese  Jesmts?" 

"  Ilhese  papers^  Mr.  Gates,  are  but  a  translation  &<ins  * 
St.  Chrysostom,*'  replied  Mjarvyn,  angzilj.    "T  know  nali 
wliat  yon  mean,  bnt  I  advise  you  to  return  to  your  own 
apartment  instantly." 

"Bah,  bah! — a  homily i^"  awid  OatBs,.in  a  disappointed 
toEne;  '*  Yon  ane  a  oalf,  to  make  no  better  use  of  suen^dbit 
opportunities.  Tut ! — ^is  yon  the  casket  where  he  hetepBiibem 
enoice  letters  of  his  ?p— "Wbo;  knowB  !*— it  may  contain  some 
marvellous  particulars  of  your  birtbu  You  may  be  a  ki2i:gt9 
son,  for  augnt  I  know." 

"  It  is  looked,  and.  if  it  were  not,  I  would  defend  it  withjnjF; 
life,"  replied  Merryn. 

"  Bah !  bah !  you  rave,  my  young  sprig,"  said  Oatea^ 
turning  sharply.  "  You  dare  not,  hoj  I — you  ace  m  my 
power." 

As  he  said  this,  he  advanced  towards  an  escritoir  of  mat«i'^ 
oak,  highly  carved  and  poliidied,  which  he  looked  at  for  a^mei 
minutes  with  great  curiosity,  at  the  same  time  feelings  it  T^qoaid 
the  hd. 

"He  hath  them  weU  secnred*-^e  contents  must.needsrb«r 
valuable,"  he  said,  with:  much  unction.  "  We  will  examine 
them,  Mervyn,  but  he  shall  not  suspect  either  of  us*-  He 
shall  think  he  forgot  to  lock  this  casket  of  his." 

And  brother  Titus  suddenly  produced  a  bunch  of  skeibtozi 
keys,  with  one  of  which  he  tvpisted  the  lock  open,  aiidithiewi 
back  the  lid.  The  vista  of  letters,  carefully  packed  and  eai» 
dorsed,  which  was  thus  reveailed^  aeemed  to  Hndle  his  ey^air 
as;  gold  might  a  miser's. 

"  Come  hither,  Mervyn,  dear;  come  hither,"  he  exd«i]ned*|i 
"  doubtless^  the  great  secret  of  youB  birth  is<  here«<-§uii^]lU^ 
despatch !-— open  some^wlule'I  examine  tiiese." 

**0n  your  peril,  touch  not  one,  OatesI"  said  the  hsj^ 
springing  jforwaid  and.  seizing  his  arm.  i 

"  What,  boy;  would  you  iSive  me  murder  you  ?"  said  bi»K 
ther  Titus,  his  oountinianee  flamiiig  up  like  a  demon's.  "  !t 
should  be  loth  to  hurt  you,. child,  because  I  have  uses  fort 
you ;  but  I  have  cut  a  tougher  throat  than  yours  ere  now."    • 

"  You  dare  not,  Oates*~you  are  not  such  a  monstrous  ruf- 
fian!" said  Mervynj  vehemently,  "But  you  shall  not. read 
these  papers^  though  I  die  to  hinder  you." 

"  Pooh,  pooh,  jtool !  why  would  you  stand  in  your  ami. 


Mgitt'?'*  ©ontintied  broljher  Titus,  more  mildly.  **  Go  on  with 
your  homily,  if  your  sickly  conscience  will  not  letyou  aid  in 
the  work,  and  leave  me  to  manage  this  stuff,  aa  I  what's 
iMs  P  letters  firom  Master  Coleman,  the  duke's  secretary  P" 

"  Leave  the  papers  alone,  Oates,  or,  whatever  be  the  con- 
ieqnence,  I  will  summon  assistance,"  said  Mervyn,  resolutely* 
tearing  the  letter  &om  his  Mend's  hand. 

♦*Why,  then,  I  must  do  a  desperate  thing,"  exclaimed 
Oates,  groping  his  hand  in  his  doublet  pocket. 

"  Wha;t  wifi  you.  do,  Oates,"  said  Mervyn,  turning  pale, 
and  his  heart  beating  thickly,  for  he  thought  he  saw  the  gleam 
0!f  aknife  in  Oates's  pocket. 

^'Do  I  do  nothing;  but  I  must  have  ijiene  papers,'*  said 
Oattes,  in  an  altered  tone,  and  withdrawing  his  hand  from  the 
weapon.  **  I  love  thee,  boy,  and  would  make  thy  fortune  ; 
and  Hiere  is  that  in  these  papers  will  do  it  for  us  both. 
Sead  here,  child,  read  here— from  the  duke's  secretary,  I  tell 
yoti.  'ThA  a  pious  robbery ;  we  shall  pluck  out  the  heart  of 
1^  pdpisih  and  royal  conspiracy  ! " 

"  Once  more,  and  for  the  last  time,  begone  and  leave  these 
papetB  unread,  or  I  call  for  help !  '*  exclaimed  Mervyn,  with 
aaercenesB  and  energy  on  which  Oates  had  evidently  not 
oaldulatedi, 

"  Unhand  me,  imp !"  he  said,  shaking  his  grasp  loos© ; 
**  and  ntter  but  one  word  more,  much  less  call  out,  and  Til — 
Hush  1  what  is  that  P" 

**  Some  one  is  ooming  !'*  said  Mervyn ;  "  I  hear  steps.  Do, 
dear  Oates,  begone  :  ifthey  discover  us — " 

^*They  are  in  the  corridor — ^'^e  cannot  esoape !"  replied]the 
brother,  staring  aghast  at  Mervyn.     "  Put  tfiese  away — ^pu 
Ofift  the  oBndle^HH»y,  TU  hide  this  in  my  pocket.    Now  for 
tibO'  desk — what  a  cursed  chance !" 

Steps  were  now  heard  coming  up  the  corridor,  and  a  voice 
wMoIl  brougl^  the  thick  dew  to  Mervyn's  brow.  They  looked 
all  eadbrotiler  with  an  expression  of  guilty  alarm,  whidi  Mer- 
vyn shared,  though  he  scarce  knew  why,  and  then  both  began 
hmtedly  tiurustrng  the-  papers  back  again.  Sut,  unhappily, 
in  the  confusion  of  haste,  Mervyn  stumbled  over  a  fDO&tool, 
and' fell  with  considerable  noise  on  the  ground.  The  door 
WIS  instanily' opened ;  a  voice  demaaded^  "Who  is  here,  at 
iMs  time  of  night  P"  and  the  stately  figuire  and  severe  coun- 
t^iaaoe  of  Yan  Suysman  appeared^  bghfced  by  Itwo  monks 
who  carried  torches. 

Odtes's  first  idea  was  to  make  a  rush,  but  the  cowardice  of 
his  nature  banished  the  id^ea  as  soon  as  formad,  and  he  stood 
livid  and  trembling  beside  the  violated  escritoir. 

H  2 
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"  Ha !  what  is  this  P  My  desk  forced — ^my  papers  scatt^ef^ 
about!  Gates,  Meryyn— alone^ — at  midnight!"  exclaijijied 
Van  Huysman,  turning  pale,  too.  "  How  is  this,  brother  P 
Tell  me  instantly." 

"  We — ^we — found  the  desk  open,  and  out  of  curiosity— out 
of  curiosity  merely,"  said  Gates,  stammering.  '"'" 

"  Mervyn,  my  son !  can  thid  be  true?  is  this  possMcf?? 
said  Yan  Huysman,  in  a  Voice  husky  with  emotion.  "  Atipi^rl 
too— with  this  vile  man — ^mv  most  precious  papers  thi^o'^ 
about !  Wretched  boy,  you  have,  indeed,  proved  y6u!rsetfif6 
be  the  true  son  of  a  robber !"  '  '  ^ '  '■ ' 

"I — ^I—,*' began  Mervyn;  but,  overcoriie  by  shapi^  apA 
despair,  he  sobbed  convulsively,  and  uttered  not  au  iitejfif- 
gible  word.  'j'.'"' 

**  How  did  you  procure  this  taper,  boy  P  and  trhat  bbik  is 
tills ?— Boccaccio !"  .    .!-    >ii: 

"  As  for  the  taper,  he  had  it  from  me,  and  fbr  tihfs^OT- 
pose  !"  said  Gates,  boldly.  "  He  as  well  I  suspect  thali  hi^s 
of  noble  birth,  kept  here  for  some  viUauous  mteut;  and'  i(^ 
intended  to  examine  these  papers  to  learn  the  truthi  wMA 
your  abrupt  entrance  disturbed  us."  '  't"'^' 

"  Is  this  true,  Mervyn  P"  said  Van  Huysman,  in  a  tone  t^ 
sorrow  and  anger  so  mingled,  that  it  was  impossible  td'tell 
which  preponderated. 

"  It  is  a  lie,  a  monstrous  lie,  and  you  know  it,  Gates,"  Bi- 
claimed  the  boy.  '.  - 

"What,  brother,  did  I  not  lend  you  a  taper,  and 'did  **re 
not  agree  to  search  this  cabinet  together?  Why,  there ttre 
the  skeleton  keys,  which  you  told  me  you  borrbVeid  of  tl^ 
blacksmith  of  St.  Gmer — there,  in  the  folds  of  your  tapjtfei'' 

Which  was  the  case,  for  he  had  dexterously  slijiped'tBe 
keys  into  the  boy's  dress,  directly  he  heard  the  Tc^tfffcfej^ 
approach.  '   >.    jj..' 

**  It  is  true,  indeed,  unhappy  boy !  but  he  who  reari  iH 
must  expect  to  be  torn  to  pieces,"  said  Van  Huysniaii,  ilm  , 
the  keys  out  of  Mervyn*s  mantle.    **  Eetire,  both  of 'yb^i^tS 
your  cells,  and  to-morrow  I  will  hold  a  chapter,  tb  defSii^iMe 
on  what  punishment  i^  fit  for  the  destroyer  and  mislea<Jer^of 
youth,  and  the  crimiAal  folly  of  youth  itself.    Brothew/  ai 
that  every  outlet  be  well  secured,  and  convey  thfesa  icsotij 
rators  to  their  apartments.  ... 

"  Father,  d6  you — do  you  condemn  m6  unheard  P*'  ex- 
claimed Mervyn,  in  an  agony  of  grief. 

**  You  are  heard,  sir — ^look  around !"  returned  the  Jesuit, 
seating  himself  and  clasping  his  hands.  Then  raising  his  eyes 
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to.^e^Y^n*  he  exclaimed,  "  Be  Thy  wUl  done  !  the  last  hold 
X  liad  ou  earthly  affections  is  torn  from  me  T* 

.Mervyn  was  taken  to  his  cell  by  one  of  the  monks,  with  a 
heart  swollen  almost  to  bursting,  but  too  proud  to  make  any 
fo^rther.  iittompt]  at  iustification.  Oates  was  also  taken  to  his 
dormitory,  not  without  a  smile  af  malicious  triumph  at  his 
Toiii^^viptim,  Van  Huysman  then  proceeded  to  gather  up 
hi^  papers,  and  to  ascertain  if  any  were  missing,  debating  in 
his  own^jnind  the  possibilities  of  Mervyn's  innocence,  and 
wl^t  punisliment  it  would  be  necessary  to  inflict.  Unfor- 
tunately, he  was  so  deeply  involved  in  this  latter  train  of 
tihouff^  :that  :he  did  not  miss,  until  it  was  too  late,  a  packet 
which,  Qate^  ha4  secured,  which  was  of  the  most  important 
nature. 

,  MrPy^J^  '^98f  mea4iwhile,  abandoned  to  his  reflections,  in 
the  silence  and  solitude  of  his  cell,  where  the  monk  left  him 
aft^,^  brief  but  sharp  lecture,  to  which  he  replied  not  a  word. 
Si^  then  threw  himself  on  his  pallet,  where  ne  lay  in  a  state 
^f  iftpody  desperation  for  nearly  two  hours.  All  the  desola- 
tipaand  huelptessness  of  his  condition  rushed  upon  him, — ^his 
oi^han  childhood,  deserted  by  all  who  shoidd  have  loved  and 
che^hed  him;  his  hopeless  dependence;  the  irresistible 
forc^,  of  the  appearances  against  him;  ike  shame  which 
awaited  him  berore  those  proud  nobles,  who  would  rejoice  in 
the  humiliation  of  the  rotvrier  ; — all  these  thoughts  combined 
nearly  dtove  him  frantic ;  and  still  the  calm  ana  lovely  moon- 
light,, as  if  mocking  his  misery,  flowed  through  the  narrow 
(Vwepient  of  his  cefl,  filling  it  with  shadowy  light.  The  ex- 
lireiajes  ofjoy  and  sorrow  &ke  make  men  indifferent  to  death, 
fo^i^  such  moments  it  seems  as  if  all  the  objects  of  existence 
W^re. filled  and  cloyed,  and  that  to  live  longer  were  only  to 
^Mccnjipy  a  dreary  vacancy  in  thought  and  feeling.  Mervyn 
Was  aunost  astonished  at  his  own  murdness,  when  he  found  ne 
ffi4dppt.weep»  but  sat  with  dry  eyes  gazing  around,  and 
f^Jb^t  wishing  he  had  some  means  of  self-destruction>  by 
,?pack  to  escape  the  unutterable  ignominy  which  he  thought 

•Waited  him. 

4 .  This  gloomy  reverie  was  disturbed  by  the  sudden  creaking 
othis  ooo^i  and  turning,  not  without  a  hope  that  it  might  be 
Van  Huysman,  he  beheld  the  short  clumsy  figure  of  Oates, 
wrapped  in  a  dark  cassock,  and  seemingly  tightly  strapped  up 
with  divers  little  packages,  as  if  for  a  journey.  He  enterea 
with  a  stealthy  step,  putting  his  finger  to  his  hps,  and  carrying 
his  shoes  in  his  hand,  as  if  to  move  more  noiselessly.  Mervyn 
would  have  spoken,  and  probably  in  no  very  complimentary 
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tone,  but  Oates  wintered,  "  For  yoiir  own  Bake,  speak  not^r* 
and  closed  tlie  door  carefully  after  him. 

**  Wliat  do  you  want  with  me,  rillain !  have  yon  your  knife?" 
flaid  Mervyn,  recklessly.  "  Murder  me  if  you  like-^I  do  not 
care — ^you  have  already  slain  my  noblest  part,  my  honour!" 

"  I  eolne  to  save  tou,  foolish  boy,"  said  Oates,  ^iekly, 
**  What  is  honour  P  The  skin  of  an  onion— peel  off  oneaitd 
there's  another  below.  To  be  sure  you  have  no  longer  ali 
honour  in  St.  Omer,  but  there's  one  spick  and  span  new  Ibr 
you  in  England,  whither  I  am  going.  Will  you  aceompuiy 
me  P    Choose !" 

"  But  how !  it  is  impossible  P"  said  Mervyn,  eagerly. 

"  By  no  means,  not  at  all,  when  a  man  flies  from  suoh  a  bad 
possibility,  or  rather  certainty,"  said  Oates,  "  For  ensampte, 
it  is  certain  that  to-morrow  you  and  I  -are  to  be  ;ptibliely 
examined,  condemned,  shamed  befbre  these  sanotified  fay^o^ 
writes,  and  these  youn^  sneering  gentry,  who  will  hiss  us' to 
death  with  scorn.  Fhght  is  our  only  Tesotiree ;  flight,  and 
to  England !  There  the  mystery  of  your  bir^  may  be  solved, 
or  you  may  aequire  such  renown  as  will  hide  it  in  a  blaeo'df 
^lory.  I  have  Mends  in  England  who  will  ^protect  yon  iGbflr 
•my  sake :  dare  you  accompany  me  P" 

"  I  have  no  money,  no  friends,  no  hope  in  ihe  wopidif*" 
exclaimed  Mervyn. 

"1  have  all,  and  you  shall  share  them,"  said'Oattss,  olixiki&jg 
•a  wBll-stocked  purse  in  Mervyn's  ear.  "I  tell  you  it  in 
flecresy,  and  because  I  know  you  cannot  betray  m^-^the  Lord 
-Shaftesbury  is  my  protector,  my  patron,  and  shall  be  yotonsk^' 

"  But  how  can  ^e  escape  P"  said  Mervyn. 

"Leave  that  to  me;  do  but  follow;  every  tmmmt  ^h 
•precious,"  replied  Titus. 

''  But  these  garbs  will  betray  us  wherever  we  are  seen ;  'W^ 
•Bhall  be  brought  back  with  shame !"  " 

**  iN"o,  no,  I  tell  you !  we  will  give  out  that  we  aw  nm^M 
exercising  our  month's  humility  by  begging  ere  we  prc^eea/' 
replied  Oates,  very  eagerly.  "In  short,  eiflier  follow  me,  fdir 
stay  behind  to  suner  all  the  shame  and  dishonour  wMc^  <«8& 
be  heaped  on  human  head  by  priestly  malice." 

"  Oh,"  said  Mervyn,  "  I  Imownot  whether  to  fly  or  stay. be 
the  worst  part  to  take." 

"  Flight  at  least  escapes  shame,  public  shame !  Will  yon 
stay  to  be  the  butt  of  these  sarcasmous  young  nobles,  to 
whom  justice  and  mercy  are  equally  strangers  P"  replied 
Oates. 

This  suggestion  gave  Mervyn  tiie  strength  of  heart  aaid 
energy  of  purpose  which  he  lacked.    When  the  mind  is  in 
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Itaeb.  a  state  of  doubt,  swayed  to  and  fro  by  a  tbotisand 
different  and  opposing  motiyes  and  feelings,  a  single  bold 
word  or  assertion  is  onen  sufficient  to  £x  the  balance — ^at  least 
#o  I(mg  as  to  produce  a  degree  of  action  which  forces  on  its 
own  eonclusion.  Besides,  ]^  was  too  much  hurried,  confused, 
and  tossed  in  mind,  by  fears  and  conjectures  full  of  terror,  to 
S8B6cm  cajkmly  on  the  dangerous  step  he  was  about  to  take. 
fie  assented,  therefore,  hastily ;  seized  the  few  articles  which 
Oates  suggested,  and  aJso  the  cross  which  the  padre  had  given 
lum^aad  in  a  few  moments  he  was  following  that  worthy  on 
tiptoe  down  the  dark  corridor. 

Gates  led  the  way  breathlessl^r  back  to  his  own  ceU,  and 
tuoitioninff  Mervyn  to  follow  lus  example,  got  on  a  stool, 
oyened.the  lattice,,  and  pushed  himself  with  slight  difficulty 
outydropping  some  few  Met  into  the  garden  below*  Mervyn 
&m;  at  nis  desire,  threw  >a  bundle  after  him,  and  easily 
^Bowed. 

Tbsy  yrere  now  in  the  garden  of  the  convent,  which  was 
«dhlf  •culti'rated.  and  seemed  balmy  and  beautiM  aa  a  mimic 
Eden,  under  the  serene  light  of  the  moon.  Mervyn  looked 
9aiiy  round,  and  the  sweet  dewy  scent  of  the  flowers  seemed 
like  the  voices  of  familiar  Mends,  imploring  him  not  to  desert 
diem  for  ever.  He  looked  up  at  the  little  oriel  window  of 
Tan  Huysman%  closet,  whicn  was  higb  in  the  dark  pile  of 
%iuldin|^,  and  perceived  a  light  still  burning  in  it,  by  which  he 
knew  that  the  father  had  not  zone  to  rest.  CompunctiouB 
;nsitings  of  remorse  strained  hard  at  his  heart,  and  recollections 
of  whata  blow  his  conduct  would  inflict  on  him  and  on  the 
Tenerable  Ohva,  almost  tmnerved  his  resolution.  But  it  was 
too  late  to  repent.  Oates  commanded  him  to  hasten,  in  a  tpne 
of  harsh  control,  such  as  he  had  never  yet  ventured  to  use, 
Ittd  dragged  >rather  than  led  him  through  a  little  orchard 
which  conducted  to  the  walls  inclosing  the  convent  grounds. 
SQiese  walls,  though  of  considerable  height,  were  densely 
'ek>thed  in  ivy,  so  that  they  easily  clambered  to  the  top, 
dropped  deftly  down,  and  immediately  set  forward  at  a  very 
iBpiairslte  on  the  road  to  Calais. 


CHAPnJE  XV. 

WHIGS  IK  THE  8EVENTEBTH   CEKTUEY. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  follow  our  fugitives  step  by  step  to 
*Sngland.  They  found  few  obstacles,  and  none  which  Oates -s 
running  or  cash  did  not  obviate.    They  procured  a  passage  in 
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a  Butcb,  trader^  eiad  kuotded  on  a  bnght  siunmer's  mcoraaiBg^  ai 
Wapping,  a  diatrkt  purposely  chosen  by  Gates  as  ^e  ini^ 
snitaole  to  Lis  objects*  ^j   k  .-■. 

.  As  it. was  bj  no  means  safe  to  appear  among  tb&  pimtaa 
population  of  London  in  a  Jesnit  garb,  Oat^  changed  it 
immediately  an  opportumtrjr  ofiered  after  landing.  -Sb  thed 
ordered  Merryn  to  follow,  m  the  tcmo  of  a  master  addreesiat^ 
]m  serrant,  or  rather  slave,  and  set  oSl-  to>  a  qnarteff  on  iiir 
riyer  side,  inhabited  prindpally  by.  Jews  and  old>dala8iBeib 
Indeed,  during  the  whole  voyage,  MerFyn/hadTemafJoeda 
wonderful  change  come  over  Jus  comp^biion's*  mannens^'Biil 
gradually,  but  from  the  very£»t:  momcdltiaJ^hichilijirlsMi^ 
trusted  himself  so  foolishly  to  his  prrotecitiion*/  All  Hb  hypof 
.critical  softness,  his  ^tterings  and  eaj^lingl,  .^adnobanged 
into  a  harsh  imperious  insolence,  which  ei/fecy  imoment  BOfneitM 
Mervyn's  proud  spirit.  But  bitterly  as  he  begam  ta/.TopeiKt 
the  step  he  had  taken,  the  youth  felt  that  it  was  i^xot  huto't^ 
retract,  and  that  moneyless  and  friendless  as  he  was^  hs  hH 
no  resource  but  to  submit,  at  least  until  he  saw  souMt  feisstbls 
means  of  extrication.  . ,  /  limni 

Oates  probably  guessed  that  some  such  ideas  we^iipaa^B^ 
in  his  mind,  for  ne  looked  round  at  times  with  a  watdbxul  e^ie^ 
and  as  they  plunged  deeper  into  the  dark  mazes  of  theishms 
he  seemed  to  relax  his  new-blown  dignity.  At  last  he.  called 
Mervyn  to  him,  and,  affably  leaning  on  his  shoidd^,  aakeij 
him  how  he  liked  London,  and  whether  it  seemed  to  imn>ito 
gorgeous  a  city  as  he  had  imagined.  Mervyn  &^mk^aih>vcfd 
mat  nothing  satisfied  his  expectations  except  tm  mesi 
crowded  with  its  forests  of  masts,  and  seeming  to  unlosd.  1^ 
treasures  of  the  whole  earth  on  its  wharfs.  .     ■  -ub 

"  You  will  live  to  see  a  more  splendid  portion  of,  the  ^dif^icf 
London,"  said  Oates,  with  a  grin.  *'  This  city  is  the<:B(dan& 
of  the  west,  which  Grod's  great  judgments  of  plague  aadi^n^ 
have  in  vain  striven  to  cleanse,  ^d  evax  as  the.  ^ahoia^jpi 
iMs  great  city  are  foul  and  unseemly  to  look  at>  so  aceiitlie 
beginnings  of  thy  fortunes,  which  are  n^ow  oix;tl»B^«atiTdlilf 
destiny;  for  being  freed  &om  the£(e  accursed  paupifliical 
trammels,  you  have  only  to  bear  a  witness  before  menin^JB^ 
pause,  to  obtain  all  eartw  and  heavenly  rewards,'*        •  •  ■ ! :  ra 

"  Pray  you,  brother  Titus,  what  mean  you  P"  said  JdJerrysu 
pi^zled  with  thianew  and  ponderous  style.  -  :  ?  .•  :  .i 

"  Never  dare  to  ©ill  me  by  that  idola(ious  title  again^  boy  IT 
said  Oates,  fierodlv.  **I  am  Doctor  Titus  Oates,  a  Wnbte 
j^fessor  of  the  Cumstian  evangele  of  the  church  of  England." 
mkt  observing  tlMUb  Mervyaloqked  at  him  with  a  remaritabk 
exptessionr  he  .added  more  mildly, ''Nathless,  take  eoura^e. 
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teT  9  %Ht  ike  good  fight,  and  yoiirdiicyvhi  shall  be  everiftsting 
lignt.  •  1  do  intend,  and  that  presently,  to  lead  joa  before  the 
great  and  generous  loard  whereof  I  spoke." 
;  :  MexT^s  made  no  replfy  bat  these  words  broke  a  confused 
Jigiiinfto  his  mind,  ana  he  began  to  imagine  that  brothe? 
S&tits  T^as  but  a  wdlf  in*  sheep's  olothin^,  and  that  he  had  been 
teed  *&bm:  Hke.  flock  for  no  Tery  a^antageous  purposes^ 
'iiidohihsEwever,be  could  not  yet  clearly  divine.  Absorbed 
jft'^veiyiinpleaiant  Terrorie,  he  followed  Gates  in  all  his  mean* 
d^Tft^it&nmgh  the  dingy  alleys  surrounding  the  Tower,  until 
liijfty'^aRmr^t  at  a>  booker's,  with  whom  Gates  seemed  well  ae- 
^oaialed.' '(Ilcvei^ey  purchased  some  very  decent  sacondK 
lupdi  ap^air^,  -vAax^  Gates  cheajiened  to  almost  half  th^ 
|»u»9Bdenianded^t^  <He  purchased  for  himself  a  costume  which 
Mifib^S^  ttt-dSrst  did /not  understand,  but  which  he  afterwards 
koeiVTwal  that  of  a*  doctor  of  divinity.  It  consisted  of  a  black 

S^rid^a^  plain  collar,  waistband,  and  cap  with  ears,  all  cut  in 
d  mbst/farmal  and  stiff  style  possible.  Mervyn  had  a  suit 
oiPlTssry  soBibrer^colours,  fit  for  an  apprentice  in  a  puritanical 
family  of  the  period,  when  not  only  the  broad  custinctions 
MTireon  &Jdz&i  and  courtier  were  exhibited  in  the  style  of 
disss,;  but  almost  every  shade  of  reUgious  opinion  was  so 
mdicated* 

i  -  (Obus  haaidsomely  fitted  out,  Gates  no  longer  avoided  the 
^niat  thoroughfares,  but  took  lus  way  through  the  heart  of 
&e:bustMng  city.  Mervyn  was  delighted  and  dazzled  by  th^ 
tqpkn^ur  and  riches  which  burst  for  the  first  time  on  his 
zniMiastie  eyeei)  and  gazed  in  silent  bewilderment  at  the  glit- 
ictring^  wares,  tiie  curious  signs  over  the  shops  and  booths,  the 
dark-clad  burghers  movin?  with  solemn  pride  through  their 
l^^tki^  marts^  and  ricmy-bedizened  courtiers  ruffling  it 
fanig^fatily  past;  The  very  serving-men  in  their  fiauntin^ 
inr^He»'  shared  his  admiration,  and  even  the  sad-coloured 
gaibs  of^he  puritans,  and  other  sorrowful  relics  of  the  Crom- 
wHliaaa:  times,  by  which  they  were  less  distinguished  than  bjr 
iii^ikaigihard'Doned  visages,  excited  his  eager  curiosity. 
U.  IEhe{6S%,  a»  we  now  emphatically  call  it,  was  only  begin/* 
aSi^  to  lose  its  palmy  dignity  as  the  royal  residence,  and  wad 
still  the  haunt  of  mshion  as  of  commerce.  The  enormous 
-m^Gbidtises  had  not  yetujsurped  the  glittering  line  of  shops 
and  party-coloured  booths,  where  all^  that-weiuth  and  luxury 
cotdd  demand  were  collected  by  the  toils  of  half  the  globe. 
The  palaces  of  the  nobility  wei^  mingled,  as  in  the  middle 
ages^  with  the  merchants'  marts^  and  the  ToWer  itself  was 
oddAAonally  honoured  by  the  presence  cif  the  king  and  court. 
Cottaequexkdy,  the  scenes  they  now  traversed  were  Ml  of 
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objects  likely  to  kindle  and  gratify  the  curiosity  of  a  boylke 
Mervyn,  educated  in  such  seclusion.  Every  gilded  coach,  tos 
it  rolled  past  with  its  pageantry  of  hanging  and  running  foat* 
men,  raised  his  adiniration,  and  many  a  wild  romance  shaped 
itself  in  his  fancy,  as  the  rich  sedan,  carefully  closed,  boro  its 
burden  past,  or  some  masked  beauty  trippjed  lightly  from,  it, 
followed  by  her  stalwart  footmen  with  their  gilded  wands. 

These  agreeable  objecte  quidtly  chased  lifervyn'S  gloonvf 
anticipations,  and  splendid  visions,  such  as  he  had  dreamed  at 
St.'Omer,  succeeded  in  rainbow*<3oloured  masses.  This  iUusiaii 
was  broken  by  the  harsh  tones  of  his  eonduotor,  who  bade 
him  suddenly  halt ;  and  looking  up,  he  found  himself  befinse 
a  huge,  irregular  pile  of  buildings  extending  a  great  distanoe 
down  a  court  to  his  right,  and  ^ing  Aldersg^ate^strec^  ^Bm* 
as  Oates  brie%  explained,  was  Thanet  House,  the  xeBidenee 
of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  whom  iiie  eourt  aceosed  of  &nfig 
his  abode  there  to  carry  on  a  more  uninterrcmtedintereoossfe 
with  the  city,  then  the  great  strength  of  the  Whig  OT&mstkrf 
party.  Oates  knocked,  and  a  tall^port^,  in  v^ery  rieh  live£]^, 
made  his  appearance ;  he  iuquired  if  his  lordship  was  at  homt 
**to  a  humble  servant  of  the  suffering  church.  Dr.  Oates " 
0?he  porter  replied  that  the  earl  had  visitors  with  him,  but 
that  he  doubted  not  his  reverence  would  be  welcome ;  tsad  he 
^mmissioned  a  lackey  to  inquire,  while  another  guided;the 
doctor  an&  Mervyn  into  a  waiting-room,  where  they  wett 
left.  ' 

At  the  period  at  which  our  story  has  now  arrived,  ;ihe  ^[xeat 
masses  oi  the  people  were  firmly  persuaded  that  a  laboarioto 
policy,  or  rather  conspira^, '  was  at  work,  to  consummate  (ib^ 
fuin  of  the  constitution  and  of  the  Protestant  Ohurdi,  by •»*■ 
troducing  popery,  as  it  was  called,  and  arbitrary  govermnBxtt^ 
oa  the  detested  model  of  France. 

This  conviction  had  obtained  a  deep  and  settled  possessioft 
of  the  public  mind,  and,  as  subsequent  events  proved,  it  was 
twit  too  well  founded.  The  political  horizon  was  black  wiiih 
the  impending  tempest,  though  no  man  could  with  certaintrf 
|wedict  from  what  point  it  would  burst.  But  Oates,  or  raiher 
the  great  party  which  used  him  as  its  instrument,  had  hms 
since  decided  that  it  should  be  from  that- quarter  which  woull 
tK)llect  again  all  the  scattered  thunderbolts  of  the  eommcm- 
wealth,  and  lash  to  madness  that  ^ild  ocean  of  £ma^eiflaii 
"which  had  so  long  slumbered  as  if  beneath  the  wand  of  an 
enchanter.  And  this  lightning  was  to  be  brought  dx)wn  feom 
heaven  itself.  [Religicm,  whidi  had  broken  so  many  chains, 
was  again  to  be  invoked  from  her  starry  throne,  to  *frav«  the 
sword  and  the  torch  over  mankind. 
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Different  and  even  opposed  as  were  the  wishes  and  inten- 
tions  of  the  various  existing  factions^  all  were  united  on  cer- 
tain great  points  by  the  Bkiir  and  energy. of  a. great  political 
leader,  a  man  bom  to  be  the  master-^pint  of  a  stormy  crisis, 
anch  as  that  which  was  fast  approaching.  The  "false  Achi- 
isophel "  of  Dryden,  that  Shafbesbnrv,  whose  name  seems  the 
•fype  of  ihe  bold,  restless,  Machiayellian  polimr  which  sprang 
-nom  the  sangninary  school  of  Eichelieu,  and  adapting  itseff 
to  the  milder  forms  of  the  age/  still  did  not  scruple  to  employ 
violent  means  under  a  darker  disgnise^^Shaffcesbury  was  A 
this  period  the  great;  idol  of  popularity,  the  head  of  the  pav- 
tliamentary  opposition  to  Charles,  the  centre  of  aU  the  in- 
trigues against  the  government.  His  talents,  reddess  daring, 
-ttoa  unseanipulcms  morality,  his  personal  hatred  of  the  king 
and  his  brother,  eminently  quidifled  him  for  the  tem^estuotffi 
pilotage  he  h&d  assumed ;  and  his  k«en  sarcastic  wit,  v^s^ 
jneiiit  oratory,  and  perfeet  knowledge  of  the  men  and  motivieB 
0f  hisiime,  render^  him  almost  unique  as  a  popukur  leader. 
The  insults  and  wrongs  he  had  sujQPei«d  from  the  court,  whixih 
had  oxily  used  him  as  a  tod,  his  desradation  irom  thie  chan- 
>edUior8mp  which  he  had  held  with  hi^  imputation,  and  his  re- 
sent imprisonment  in  the  Tower,  had  rauted  him,  in  spite  df 
his  many  shiftiDgs  and  changes,  to  the  rank  of  a  popukr 
.aiartyr,  and  at  the  same  time  exasperated  his  inborn  xestksB- 
/sesscmd  impatience.of  control  with  the  venom  of  personal  and 
rancorous  malignity. 

Tke  real  wishes  and  objects  of  Shaftesbury  are  ;s1ill  a 
jnystery,  for  they  weore  so  multifarious  and  changeable  that  no 
•man  can  with  certainty  judge  them,  even  in  the  silence  of  all 
tifeose  great  passions  and  interests  whidi  have  gone  to  repose 
ttdth  me  tiurbulent  generation  that  bred  them.  That  he  de- 
sired to  see  no  power  greater  than  his  own  is  probable,  for  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  rest  under  any  yc^e  ;  and  the  com- 
monwealth men,  the  broken  soldiery  and  dkcontentedTepub- 
lieans  of  the  Cromwell  era,  looked  at  him  as  their  leader  in  the 
fierce  strife  for  which  they  were  silently  bracing  their  loins. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  moderate  party,  who  wished  to  see 
a  monarchical  but  strictly  constitutional  i^overnment  in 
England,  followed  Shaftesbury's  counsels  with  blind  zeal; 
and  the  still  smaller  faction,  who  diose  the  young  Duke  of 
Monmouth  as  their  head,  and  aspired  to  thrust  mm  on  the 
throne,  also  regarded  hbn  as  their  chief  support.  The  prin- 
ci{des  of  his  youth,  and  the  destructive  tendencies  of  his  own 
impetuous  character,  inclined  Shaftesbury  to  the  re-establiah- 
ment  of  the  repuHic  ;  but  a  still  more  absorbing  hatred  of 
the  Duke  of  York,  whom  he  believed  to  be'the  author  of  his 
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disgxace,  ineliaedhiiQ  to  support  the  pretensions  of  tlie  cboice^ 
IiatedrLTaL'  .    '^  >f;o 

The  dreamers  and  enthi^siaats  of  theoldreligiouB<;parti^ 
who  thought  to  establish  a  theocracy  on. -earth,  in  imitakanitxf 
that  of  Moses;  die  wild  fanatics  of  the  fifth  ihonai!dhy 
scheme  ;  the  disco&tented  dnegs  of  the  rojaUsts/axid  eren  .tiie 
timorous  and  waTeiiiig  of  the  Oatholie  part^j  wtere  allloni^d 
by  his  singular  and  Protean  art  of  infusing  himself  ^tO'^Q 
men's .  passions  a&d.  motives.  Thus  was  con^tuted  aisoHd 
and  powerful  engine,  wielded  by  the.  activilTf  e£  :tme  :mis()i 
which  finally  crushed  all  resistance  r  for  the?  ttoafKwary  -6110* 
cess  of  Charles  II.  against  his  parliament  wtaa  butt  the  lii^ 
which  preceded  the  earthquake  of  1688<         »  <  *V 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  howererr  thJat^e  olofads.whioh 
were  gathering  rose  from  nought,  at  the  command  of  a  ma^ 
cian,  and  that  the  direM  phantasmagozia^bii^waasbjDiFSj' 
to  be  made  visible  by  the  fiendish  glaa?e  of  Oates*s  dbecmeii^ 
were  merely  chimeras  and  shadows  of  unsubstantial  boirdagb 
A  plot  no  doubt  existed,  though  not  in.  the  sense  aniifi»nft 
given  to  it  by  the  authors  and  supporters  of  the  popish'pM^ 
it  was  a  plan  or  conspiracy  havmg  for  its  object  the  idven- 
throw  of  the  great  heresy  which  had  so  long^  rent  theeMirch, 
and  the,  restoration  of  tne  dominion  of  ^e  ancient  religicm. 
The  impossibility  of  accomplishing  this  object  with  a  free  pait^ 
liament,  and  without  the  assistance  of  military  power,  was  "ibe 
reason  which,  no  doubt,  induced  the  Jesuits  to  embrace  tto 
idea  of  estabhshingan  arbitrary  government  as  the  babis  of 
their  operations.  The  general  and  established  opdniosi'.'t^ 
their  intentions  furnished  Oates  and  his  fellow^monstert' imxtisi 
the  ground- work  of  their  plot,  and  took  away  ail  dj^eni^eaml 
disproof  from  the  government,  which  neither  da^d  no^^ould 
impugn  the  imaginary,  without  allowing  the  r^al  conspi]!aclgpi^;  - 

It  was  upon  the  tmreshold  of  these  terrible  storm&'oCktalip 
that  Mervyn  sat  tranquilly  and  unconsciously-down.-  aw»itiiDl^ 
a  summons  which,  though  he  knew  it  not,  was  Hie  <^iU  lOifiu^ 
destiny. 


'      !'     *    {It. 
ft  t 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

SHAFTESBUEY  AKD  HIS   COLLEAGUES. 

'  The  lackey  despaiiched  from  Gates  returned  with  a 
promptness  which  showed  that  the  arrival  was  one  by  no 
means  to  be  sli^ted,  and  desired  them  to  follow  to  his  lard- 
ship's  presence.  They  ascended  a|richly-caryed  oaken  staircase, 
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tezmi&ated  by  a  portal  of  the  same*  materials,  which  swung 
open,  and  revealed  an  extensive  library  of  finely-bound  books. 
Shis  apartment  was  ^nished  with  massive  elegance,  and 
ornamented  with  many  articles  of  mrtu, 
{:In  a  deep  recess,  rormed  by  a  bay  window,  was  a  table, 
spread  with  wine  and  comfits,  at  which  sat  three  gentlemen, 
4>ne  1  of  whom — a  small  but  well-shaped  man,  very  richly 
dressed,  aad  with  a  VBty  acute  and  intellectual  cast  of  phy- 
Inbgsiomy,  illumined  by  an  eye  <^  singular  brilliancy — rose  to 
^neet'  them  as  they  entered.  The  other  gentlemen  kept  their 
seats.  One  of  these  was  a  dullrheavy-looking  divine,  with  a 
&t^  oreduloiis- faoey  'snd  two  little  eyes  deeply  imbedded  in 
Ihe  sockets.  The  oiker  was  evidently  a  man  of  great 
^Qiility,'  from  hiB  >  dress,  which  nevertheless  had  a  careless, 
zskiBh  appeanaMHB^  not  eontradicted  by  the  worn-out  ex- 
j^beeaixm  of  a  countenance,  once  extremely  handsome,  but  now 
wtte  and  sunken  with  excess.  The  extravasfaoce  of  his  dress 
dixl'iiot^  in  this  instance,  dazzle  Mervyn's  judgment,  for  in  ihe 
Beet  glance  he- caught  of  the  stranger  he  thought  he  detected 
s<Wl9thtng  evil  and  sinister,  which  kindled  a  great  dislike  in 
hds'bosom*  • 

a'  **  Honest,  worthy  Master  Oates,  true  seeker  of  the  manna, 
atchewing  self,  welcome  home  from  St.  Omer,"  exclaimed 
tfaejearl,  shaking  Titus's  hand  with  extreme  cordiality.  *'  But 
softfyj  we  have  heard  you  are  dubbed  doctor — ^welcome 
ii«kne^:ihezi,  worthy  doctor  !'* 

'i\  **  I  thank  your  lordship  in  all  himiility,"  replied  Oates, 
Ijibjeetlybendmg;  **  I  am  nere,  in  good  sooth,  and  glad  to  be 
Mt'of  the  jaws  of  the  whale.  But  whom  have  we  nere,  my 
|(wd?r^all  safer 

ivif^Whyy  Gwd^ft-m^cy,  the  light  dazzles  you,  brother," 
sai4'the;  earL  -  **  See  you  not  H — a  true  champion  of  the  cause, 
'Blif 'LordMHowsrd  of  Eskricke,  and  the  blessed  expounder  of 
;|]ie''Wordr  whose  labours  have  been  crowned  with  such  in- 
4Mkase^'I>r,  Tongue." 

"  Ah,  Master  Oates — what.  Dr.  Oates — ^welcome  home  1" 
exclaimed  both  gentlemen,  springing  eagerly  up.  Oates 
and  his  recognized  friends  embraced  with  seemmg  heartiness, 
and  mutual  reco^itions  having  taken  place,  Lord  Howard 
filled  a  goblet,  with  a  trembling  hand,  which  he  pushed  to 
Oates,  exclwming,  "  Drink,  boy,  drink,  and  rest  thy  carcase, 
smd  tell  us  the  news." 

:  **  Ay,  sit,  good  doctor,"  said  Shiaffeeibury,  smiling..  "  I 
•liad  small  h(^es  to  welcome  you  home  so  sdatheless  mom  the 
den  of  wolves — ^I  did  fear  that  even  your  tough  heart  might 
fulinthe  good  but  perilous  fight." 
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"  My  stren^h  was  from  above !"  replied  Oatee,  meddy. 
"  I  glory  not  in  my  work,  though  it  be  well  dooo  ;  'tis  noiie' 
of  mine.    It  was  tae  cause,  my  loard-— die  coase  of  a  mightiei^ 
than  I,  whose  shoelatch  I  am  not  wortiiy  to  fasten— 4;haib 
aopported  me  throng  all  my  trials." 

"  Ay,  without  such  holy  motives  we  should  never  g©t^ 
through  half  the  sin  of  this  world,  doctor,"  said  the  earl,  wil^ 
a  slight  sneeif.  '*  But  have'  you  eatihered  any  iixel  £o(t  the 
fire^-any  us^ul  information  whidi  may  sewe  to  set  iM»* 
wronged  and  deluded  nation  on  its  guard  P'* 

"  £now  yon  aught  of  liiis  most  droadful  plot  against  avr 
lives  and  liberties  whereof  you  warned  us,  even  as  a  shepherd' 
plaeed  on  a  high  rock  shouteth  to  the  herd  on  the  precipice  9*** 
said  Dr.  Tongue,  wilii  an  awestruck  look  at  the  venerable 
Titus, 

**  Oh,  my  loard,  such  a  dreadful  ploat  has  not  been  dis^t 
oovered  since  wicked  Haman's,"  said  Oates,  turning  his  eyes 
up.  '*  All  our  tibroats  are  to  be  cut,  and  the  accursed  popish' 
superstitious  idolatry  brought  in,  over  the  earcass  of  Magna*^ 
Charta,  and  all  our  hberties." 

"  Wby  then, — ^there  will  be  many  a  rogue  the  less  in  a- 
world  that  can  well  spare  them,"  said  Shaftesbury,  with  a 
satirical  smile.    *'  But  what  boy  is  this,  doctor,  whom  you- 
hftve  brought  in  your  skirts  and  apparentiy  forgotten  P    Is  he* 
a  young  prophet— -your  BlishaP" 

"  Nay,  my  loard,  but  a  poor  novice  of  St;  Omer,  whom  1 
hsve  brought  over  to  the  true  faith,  and  who  is  anxious  to 
serve  your  loardship,"  replied  Oates. 

*'  Marry,  Oates,  he  may  be  useful  in  cases  i^t  need  two^' 
witnesses — ^in  the  swearings  drudgery,"  said  the  earl>  eyeing' 
Mjexvyn  with  a  penetrating  gase.     "  Tet,   *eMe !    by  that 
pieud  blush,  I  doubt  you  have  scarce  hit  on  tiie  right  nail. 
!are  you  wilhng  to  be  of  service  to  me,  youth  P" 

'^  In  all  matters  that  may  be  without  preiudice  to  my  rs«>< 
ligion  and  honour,"  saidMervyn,  sharply  and  even  haughtily ^ 
for  he  was  both  surprised  and  disgusted  witii  the  strange 
assertion  which  Oates  had  made,  though  he  dared  not  oon-^ 
tradict  it  openly. 

"  Marry,  'tis  at  lad  of  .mettie — what  name  may  you  give" 
him*  dooior  P"  said  Lord  Howard,  who  had  been  gaaing  for 
some  minutes  in  deep  and  gloomy  attention  at  tiie  youth. 

"  They  call  him  Mervyn,  a  poor  church  foundling,  son  of 
some  wild  robber  exeentod  at  St.  Omer,  and  indebted  to  the 
crafty  brotiiers  of  the  college  for  life  and  education,"  said 
Titus,  with 'a  malignant  smile  at  his  victim. 

*'  Ay,  is  it  so  P"  said  Howard^  his  complexion  darkeniBg  r 
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"I  did  think — ^bnt  no  matter.  He  is  fitter  for  our  work.** 
Aad.  lie  drew  his  hand  slowly  OTcr  hift  brow,  as  if  to  wipe 
away  8€anQ  unpleasant  reeoUecaoxu  then  turned  and  swallowed 
adeep gulp oi  wina 

"Trouble  not  at  thy  parentage,  youth,"  said  the  eaxi^ 
olnermg  the  puaiooa  w&ch  ^^ei  in  Mervyn's  com. 
taumce*  "  The  greatest  conquerors  that  have  ever  beea 
ware  but  successfiu  robber»  of  mankind,  and  the  founders  of 
dfnastiefl  have  all  been  traitors  to  humanity  itself.  Well  !r-^ 
for  the  present,  Gates,  I  leare  him  in  your  service.  I  know 
«otwhere  he  may  better  serve  a  'prenticeship  to  mine.  Ajxd 
now,  man,  what  new  facts  haye  you  disooyered  of  this  royal 
tareason  P    la  there  aught  direct  against  ike  Duke  of  York  P" 

"Most monstrous  certainties,. my loard,  since  I  can  cleariT' 
oonyiet  his  secretary,  Coleman,  of  a  treasonable  corres-^ 
pondeaoe  with  France !"  repHed  Oates,  vehemently. 

"  The  duchess's  seereto^  now,?  said  the  earl.  ^*  And 
theareupon  X  would  advise  you  to  be  oautiouahow  you  fill  up 
your  great  outhnes,  for  it  is  on  little  matters  that  great  one* 
junge,  and  the  discovery  of  a  misti^  in  the  smallest  portion 
<xf  your  evidence  will  Airsiah  your  enemies  with  a  battering- 
ram  against  the  whole." 

"  Trast  me,  my  loard,  I  shall  ever  have  my  crook  raised, 
as  one  who  expects  the  wolf,"  replied.  Oates^  with  a  knowing 
look.  "  But  here  is  the  brief  extract  or  epitome  of  that 
which. I  have  already  discovered,. and  will,  please Ood,  sartify 
before  the  king  and  mighty  of  the  land,  even  as  holy  Daniel  in 
^e  nreaence  of  idolatrous  Belshazzar»  feasting  on  gold  and 
porpU,  and  taming  the  sacred  utensils  into  vessels  of  abomi^ 
im^n  and  iniquity.  But  meihinks  it  were  not  amiss  if  the 
yoniig  aeo>fte«  seeing  he  ia  aa  it  were  green  and  tender  in  the 
^airs  of  tms  worlds  do  retire  to  yonder  recess,  where  he  may; 
&id  sweet  nutriment  for  thought  in  the  precious  tomes  whidh 
7=Qnrl0ardship*s  taste  and  eenerosity  have  collected." 

Mervya  gladly  took  the  hint,  for  he  was  embiorassed  with 
^  ke^  <mervation  of  Shaftesbury,,  and  bowing  slightlv, 
^^i^Oflsed  the  room*  to.  the  spot,  indicated.  It  was  a  richly 
<*rTed  alcove,  separated  from  the  library  by  long  curtains> 
^hioh  might  be  djraiwn  at  pleasure,  so  as  to  seelude  the 
^^^ttftteiii  asnd  was  fhmished  wititk  various  hixurious  apphancea 
^  Atudv.  He  seated  himself  at  a  desk,  on  which  lay  an 
<^n  volume  of  Lucretius,  and  seemed  to  be  soon  absorbed  in. 
^  perusal^,  though  firom  time  to  time  h.e  glanced  at  the 
^jMwe  group  Wtn  involuntary  curiosity* 

yates  contmued-  speaking,  tor  his  ilu6k,  harah  voice  was 
audible  in  an  uninterrupted  course^  though  the  worda  were 
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not  erufficient'ly  cleia  t6  make  any  sense  to  Mervyn.  'T&is 
was  the 'more  ptovoking,  as  wlxat  he  said  seemed  to  ^5cctl5 
the  most  anxious  attention  in  his  hearers,  and  Br.  Tongue*^  ^ 
foolish  face  was  all  agape  with  amazement.  Gates's'  hypo^  * 
critical  countenance  seemed  also  the  index  of  a  j^on^Mak 
tale;  but  as  the  eari  listened,  an  iiicredulous  gmjle  was 
lurking  on  his  lips.  Oates  ihen  appeared  to  prbdut»  Wi 
Touchers,  and  handed  certain  letters  to  his  patron,' trtuid^k 
Mervyn  had  little  doubt  were  ptfrfc  of  those  sMtin.  at 
St.Om€r.  Shaftesbury  took  them  with  atidKty,  miNt^lihHi, 
remarked  a  beam  of  joy  light  his  salfowcdtini^iiai{c^"aif1^ 
Kiurmured  the  contents  orer  to  his  companicftis;      '    •     ^"J'  j 

«  Tins  indeed  strikes  home  V  he  ^m,  rilsing  iind  ^^f^ 
forward,  as  if  the  restlessness  of  his  anihitious  natuwrW 
quired  even  physical  action.  "  This  indecid  Strikes  h6rii#5^ 
my  Lord  Howard,  what  say  you P  Is  not -here  tk.thtbid^f: 
bolt  which,  skilfully  forged,  will  waken  the  naiiou  fitStt'TOl 
lethargy,  and  shake  the  throne  of  this ,  liceutious  'd^upipe^ 
of  oursP"  •     •  '-'^  '^ 

*'  Methinks  'tis  high  time,  now  that  our  religion  aadtJ^ 
fftitution  are  in  such  mortal  pass  and  jeopardy,"  repli^l^ 
lordship,  carelessly. 

.  "  Faith,  Howard,  for  our  religion  and  constitutibij; 
methinks  they  can  incur  no  further  damafi:e,"  said  Shafteli- 
bury,  smiling:  .       .        '  ' 

"  Verily,  these  tidings  will  summon  Israel  as  with  a  rcjiar  of 
brazen  trumpets  and  drums,"  said  Dr.  Tongue.  '  ''* 

"  Yes,  we  shall  live  to  shake  the  throne  of  the  mock  If ef^," 
continued  the  earl,  walking  up  and  down  in  triumph.  * '  ?*  Thd 
nation  may  yet  be  saved,  and  the  glorious  heritage  oft? 
ancestors  bought  with  their  blood  may  be  tranrfmitt^"  '  "" 
to  our  children.    But,  Oates,  look  that  your  tale  ber  Wi ' 
-^and  yet  it  rings  like  good  metal.      Ihis  desiM'/ 
papists  on  the  king's  life — ^the  resolution  to  place  hw  W( 
on  the  throne,  in  order  to  introduce  popery  and  io  i^et  titiSjii* 
ments  aside,  since  their  consent  could  not  be  obtaiiied-%om- 
bined  with  Coleman's  cravings  for  money  frbti  Frattce^^ 
raise  an  Irish  army — are  all  admirable.    But  howwiiydlft 
prove  it,  doctor  P"  '       •  ^  .' 

"  I  will  Bwear  it,  my  loftrd !"  replied  Oates,  enei^etifejflly'l'- 

**  Ay,  ay ;  but  will  rolks  believe  us  P"  said  Shaftesbufjywith 
%  peculiar  glance  of 'Ms  glittering  eye.  ^ ' 

"Why,  my  loard,  hSve  I  not  seen,  heard,  felt,  iSbfefaci 
cursed  ploat'r — have  I  not  lived  among  the  villanous  Jesuife, 
listened  at  their  ddors,  been  at  their  consultations,  carried 
messages,  intercepted  letters—^" 
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,  *%Whjr^  aoodi,  you  we  the  very  beU-,we.tlxer-Oif  hjack  aheep 
't:va  vMi^  Judas !  *  interrupted  tae  earL  !But  we  sKall  neeil 
^xue  s^ng  support,  lest  the  king  crust  our  discoyery  by 
sp^oOiQ;  fflidden  exertion  of  prerogative,  and  tben  adieu,  dear 
f)io(S^  Qates,  to  your  nose  and  ears." 
. .  "  Wluai  needs,  more  than  yeur  lordsliip*s  and  other  good 
pi^t^iQisr '  spd  Xitu^,  with  a  somewhat  dismayed  glance 


fii^ua. ... 

,..*^,AAi  invgood  lord*  methihks  the  nation  is  abeady  well 
pi^e^^  f^la  needs  but  a  spark  to  bring  out  such  an  explosion 
Mf^^,.wmj  Ww..  iJ^  arbitrary  court,  and  popeiy,  and  the 
Duke  or  xort^  an^  what  not,  to  the  de^al ! "  said  the  j4ord 
Qfij|i^yj^  imping  has  ^ine  to  fill  up  divers  little  pauses  of  hesi- 
^W^  i  ijBpjt^  iiOW»  and  when,  and  where,  shall  we  com* 
a^njj^Jj  i;9tp.linued  he,  "  'Slife,  I  am  weary  of  the  common 
']f^,^l|hp,liedge,  and  would  be  again  among  the  clover, 

►ainftfL  Ta 


n£^  Xdxa  vexed  fmd  stung  by  those  damnable  gadflies,  a 
?W}M^r^<litQrs," 

"  Do  you  and  Dr.  Tongue,  Oates,  accost  the  king  on  his 

''^'^io^  widk,"  «aid  the  earl.  "  Or,  stay—Tongue  knows  one 

^,.4  foolish  ch^nist,  who  is  oft  admitted  to  the  honour 

cleaning  his  majesty's  crucibles,  and  preparing  some  of 

se  wonderful  experiments  of  his,  at  which  the  court  ladies 

,p  their  little  hands  and  cry  '  La !  *    What  if  he  proposed 

e  matter  to  the  king  P" 
..  V  What  if  all  of  us  unitedly  ?  I  would  not  seem  behind  in 
my  duty  to  the  king's  majesty,  but  this  is  a  service  for  which 
he,wiU  t^f^nk  no  man,"  said  Dr.  Tongue,  warmly. 
,,  ;*f  Ay,  9ty,  doctor,  'tis  known  you  have  half  an  eye  on  the 
j^^  4^AAe,ty  of  Wells,  which  is  now  held  on  the  tenure  of  an 
-.,^«i^v^^»»  s^d  the  earl,  with  his  tart  smile,  "  But,  Oates, 
opjy  to  the  king,  your  discoveries  may  be  stifled  in 
jS  01  bringing  forth,  wherefore  we  must  also  have  it 
nojlUi^Qly  deposed  before  some  zealous  magistrate,  who  will  see 
^^hfljfe  jfair  play  for  life." 

.;./.  4^y>  i^^®^'^^  What  says  your  lordship  to  the  godly  and 
^ip^pfol  Kaater  Bethel  P  he  is  a  true  servant  of  the  cause,'* 
I^Oarfjes. 

^  A  greedy  curmudgeon !  he  did  deny  me  a  paltry  hundred 
guiiieaa  on  my  own  security,"  muttered  the  Lord  Howard. 
.  **  No(,  no,  not  Bethel ;  he  is  too  eager  and  headstrong," 
said  Shaftesbury.  "  He  would  push  the  matten  before  its 
parts  are  fitted  and  coherent ;  it  needs  time  to  harden ;  and, 
Desides,  I  would  not, have  it  brought  out  too  £ar  before  the 
parliament  assembles,  and  we  have  had  tiine  to  study  its 
temper.    No ;  take  your  deposition  before  Sir  Edmundbury 
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Godkej,  in  Wefitminster.  'Twill  seem  the  more  impartial 
as  men  rumour  he  is  rather  inclined  to  the  papisbers  ancb 
court." 

"  My  loard,  I  wiU  obey  you  in  all  things ;  for  as  GidecHi 
was  sent  by  God  to  rally  his  scattered  peoples—**  begaa 
Oates,  when  the  earl  sharply  interrupted  him. 

**  Obey  me  I  Not  so,  Mr.  Oates !"  he  said.  "  I  do  think 
that  in  this  transaction  you  follow  the  dictates  of  your  ow& 
conscience  ;  but,  mark !  no  advice  nor  instigation  of  mine.  I 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  midwifery  of  this  diseoir^^rt 
but  bring  it  forth,  and  perchance  I  shall  prove  &  good  gossip 
at  the  christening.** 

"  Nay,  good  truth,  but  your  loardship,  as  head  of  the  ianaa 
Magna  Oharta  church  party,  cannot  but  support  me  in  i&f 
discovery  of  this  horrid,  bloody,  and  exeorable  ploat  f"  md 
Oates,  very  humbly. 

"  I  shall  in  no  respect  be  waatiBg  in  my  duty  t^  my 
country,**  repHed  the  earl.  "  But  you  know  me,  Oates*  S 
am  not  fond  of  working  in  the  dark  wheels  of  other  men's  con<- 
trivances.  We  must  not  appear  to  understand  each  other; 
or  it  win  ruin  all.  What  if  they  bring  evidence  to  prove  yoa 
were  at  St.  Omer  at  these  times  when  you  say  you  were  m 
England  ?" 

"  Paupish  evidence,  my  loard,  which  is  not  to  be  sudSered/* 
said  Oates,  grinning.  "  Besides,  I  have  this  boy  to  swear  I 
was  not  there  till — ^till  I  choose." 

*'  I  tell  you  again,  you  have  mistaken  your  drudge ;  there 
is  some  gentleman's  blood  in  his  veins,"  said  Shulesbury, 
thoughtfully. 

"  And  how  pale  he  looks,  hanging  over  that  book,"  said 
Howard,  ''as  if  he  had  been  debauching  it  last  night  with/me, 
at  that  drink^bushel  M(mmouth*s !  Is  he  hungry  P  Do  ^xn 
starve  him,  Oates,  as  Bethel  does  his  oookf  Odd's  Lib  I 
that  puts  me  in  mind  'tis  noonday,  Shaftesbury,  and  we  ve^ 
to  dine  with  my  Lord  E/Ussell,  Sydney,  and  the  other  c&m^ 
people." 

*'  Paith  were  we,'^  said  the  earl,  rising,  ''  wherefore  X  ixhusI 
miake  scant  manners  with  you,  Doctor  Oates,  and  bid  yon 
farewell  untU  such  time  and  place  as  I  shall  appoint,  so^^sochil 
as  I  shall  have  heard  you  are  adoat." 

Oates  rose  too,  and  bowing  profoundly  shook  Tcea^Uie's 
hand,  which  was  extended  in  eager  friendship  towards^him* 

**  But  I  have  forgotten  a  smafl  matter,"  said  the  ead,  draw* 
ing  Oates  aside.  "  How  are  you  off  for  the  king's  portraits* 
old  boy  P    Ha,  wouldst  dislike  this  small  nest  o*  em  P" 

"  Owing  to  your  lordship*s  hberality,  I  lack  nothing/* 
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replied  Titus,  condescending,  however,  to  take  the  offerfed 
porse. 

"  Nay,  nay,  you  must  not  want,"  said  Shaftesbury,  with  a 
smile.  **  K  the  state  knows  not  ho^  to  honour  virtue,  I  do ; 
tt&d  liiereby  honour  myself.  **  Youn^  man,"  he  added,  turn- 
ing to  Mervyn,  whom  Gates  had  beckoned  otrt  of  his  studio, 
•*  I  see  you  are  of  rising  metal :  do  but  what  this  worthy  gen« 
tlion^  tells  you,  and  you  will  live  to  see  great  things," 

MiMtyn  choked  the  reply  which  rose  to  his  lips,  with  some 
difficulty,  and  after  the  usual  ceremonies  of  adieu,  the  worthy 
Oates  marehed  off  with  his  young  coadjutor. 

"  There  he  goes,  for  a  most  pestilent  liar,  thief,  and  dema* 
tfogtze !"  exislaimed  Howdird,  almost  as  the  door  swung  on  his 
Seek.  "  I  do  marvel  your  lordship  will  have  anything  to  do 
with  such  a  vic^vu^,  perjured,  blasphemous,  foul-mouthed, 
monstrous — " 

'  **Egad,  brother,  you  wonld  not  have  me  clean  a  pig-sty 
with  ft  silver  fork !"  interrupted  the  earl.  •*  The  man  is  fit 
Ibr  his  work,  and  his  work  for  the  man,  and,  as  the  saints  say, 

did  not  the  end  sanctify  the  means,  I  could  be  loth  to ^but 

it  is  dinneivhour,  and  we  mrast  not  keep  my  Lord  Eussell*s 
Ststtely  Ifidy  waiting." 

And  the  politicians  moved  off  together,  leaving  Dr.  Tongue 
to  finish  the  bottles  alone. 
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Aftbb  this  satisfactory  interview,  Gates  left  Thanet  Housib 
feA  "Stfete  litlte  short  of  ecstacy,  and  Mervyn  shared  the  genial 
effects  of  his  good-humour.  He  leaned  patronizingly  on  his 
4rtn;  and  began  talking  with  bim  viery  famiharly,  asking  him 
ISsM^  hff  l&ed  the  earl,  nis  mansion,  and  the  splendid  dress  of 
the  Lord  Howard.  **  You  see,  child,"  he  said,  with  swefliag 
fSBfl(0ortan5ce,  **  I  have  not  deceived  you ;  I  am  a  man  of  some* 
Utile  consequence  in  England,  and  may  turn  out  more  than 
you:  yet  dream,  boy." 

"fiut  what  is  all  this  coil  about!  these  strange  meta- 
morphoses; these  unlicensed  assertions  in  which  you  deal,  Mr. 
Gates?"  said  Mervyn,  hastily;  for  little  as  he  had  overheard' 
(^the  l«te  scene,  and  small  as  his  knowledge  of  the  world 
Htofit  certainly  was,  the  high  rank  of  the  personages,  and' 
much  of  Gates's  conduct,  mled  him  with  suspicion  and  in- 
fi[uietude. 
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'' I  oannot  and  Will  not  explaan  an^ht  at  present,  child/' 
said  brother  Titos,  after  a  glance  of  rat-like  akunaa  fvt  ifa[# 
youth.  **  Bnt  know  that  I— that  I-^-Taifcus  Oates,  wyi  socM 
be  as  much  dictator  of  this  good  nation,  as  erer  waa  Syila  of 
the  Eoman  state.  In  my  lumds  dbiall  be  the  judgment  of  li& 
and  death,  triumph  or  defeat.  You  have  but  to  sapport^  ba^ 
child,  and  your  fortune  is  made."  4  <  •^ 

Leaving  hisyoxmg  victim  time  to  ruminate  onthese  abnasgA 
anticipaticms,  Oates  plungied  into  a  chaos '  of  entangled  latieys 
and  by-streets,  whence  he  emei^ed  m  Ihe  Sir^iodf  neas 
St.  Clement's.  He  proceed  a  short  distance,-  and>  azi7iv]ed 
before  a  silyeramith's  shop,  which  displaced  a  BOanty  seti<>ut 
of  glittering  wares  in  the  window,-  ana  suddenly  ehtfered. 
There  was  a  large,  fafc^  and  eminently  foolish^ooldngtfnuiii 
dtttittg  at  work  with  an  ill-looking,  pugnnoaed ;  appseiitice, 
chasing  some  ornaments  for  a  fimit-baskett  Qates's  entvaso^ 
eaused  them  both  to  look  up,  and  the  master'^  coont^Ulance 
underwent  a  curious  succession  of  ehanges,  firom  a  Teryxdei^ 
and  evidently  disagreeable  surprise,  to  a  forced  expsesaiolign 
delight.  '      ii?> 

"Good  lard!  Mr.  Gates!  who'd  a-theught  itP"  he».et> 
claimed,  and,  as  the  &shion  of  the  day  was,  locking  his  Hsitor 
in  a  fraternal  embrace.  This  was  followed  by  an  eamdjft 
invitation  into  his  little  back-parlour,  which,  coupled  with  an 
assurance  that  he  was  just  going  to  dine,  proved  rrresisibibfec. 

*'  Well,  and  where  have  you  been  so  long,  forgetting  ati 
your  old  friends,"  said  the  silversmith,  when  he  had.CQi]plcNife> 
ubly  established  his  visitors  in  immense  oak  chain.  i>  <  ".  ' 

"  Oh,  among  the  Jesuits,  raking  out  all  -th«r  .eaecrfaiU^ 
practices — ^but  you  will  soon  hear  more,  Maatern  France^' 
replied  Oates,  significantly.  ;       ._   f    Amnh 

**  Well,  but  in  good  truth,  thinga  are  tending'  very/fanibb 
that  way/'  said  Erance,  with  an  attempt  at  the  styMjocailaiL 
'*  fie>he  1  they  say,  now,  that  the  shcMrt  road  to  IU»BiB'4afb|' 
Oxfbrd  'Slioa,  Master  Oates,  I  do  sosnetiiEnefi.thUiikioC'tHjBt^ 
inff  papisher  myself,  for  that's  the  cork  to  swimjitviih  ^x^niy 
a^oays.  And  what  a  fine  religtou  thatii  tfi>Vi  g^ld  And 
silversmiths'  work !  For  my  part,  I  don't  caxB/hQW>'909aBLiti 
comes  in.  All  I  ean  say  is,  times  can't  be  '\iforae».P]QQt<£Btant 
as  they  ara-  Do  imt  look  here,  what  beautiful  gfiddwrrerk  J 
am  beating  into  this  choice  Genoa  vehret,  ibr  ^the  i^^dficnTB 
chapel."  •  t  J/. 

''The  maiiil»  of  the  Soairlet  Womatt  of  Babylon r  ex- 
claimed pates.  "  Oh,  brother  P^rance,  I  am  grieved  to  kMr 
youJbalk  so  £ari.adri£fc.  .  What  is  all  this  pomp  but  leaven  of 
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&Ut^  fleehpots  of  Egypt»  vapours  from  tke  nostrils  of  Saftan  P 
Bbt  mhatwee  the  news  at  home*  for  I  am  but  just  landed  ?-*« 
How  h  jom  worthy  lady  P  I  trust  her  soul  prospers." 
ih  '^Aiff  and  her  bod^,  too ;  she  |(rows  fatter  and  mtter  every 
c&r^/'  said  iBrancey  widi  a  melanisboly  smile.  '*  Ay,  and  rules 
teioart]fl4ill^:!MJr.  Gates,  I  Warrant  me.  Her  soul,  quotha ! 
She  saved  that  long  ago,  or  there's  no  salvatiioiL  to  be  had  for 

^vMglie^^iasiindeed,  a  zealous  seeker  of  the  manna,  and,  with 
ir>blessln2<£ct)m  above,  !l  have  often  assisted  her  to  findg.t»'' 
tTopiieii  Qfites,  piously.    ^'  Well,  well,  I  am  glad  to  hear  she 
iiriat  f  it  looks  ilike  good  keeping,  Master  Pranoe." 
•i^l^AdflooksJ' it^B-aaomuchas  I  can  do  to  keep  her  and  her 
JMddnusfofoatntmg'soui-isaFears!"  exelahned  Pranoe,  hastily* 
/rv^Ay^  indeed;  and  who  is  her  principal  sj>irtaal  adviser  at 
pzosstitP'*  said  Oates,  his  complexion  darkening. 
'.*  ^'^.Marryv  now,  be  not  jealous,  in  a  ghostly  sense,''  said 
^n^oei,  lattghiuj^.    **  For  since  you  left  us,  Master  Oates,  she 
1iatii>craiL  <SBom  light  ix>  light,  from  teacher  to  teacher,  without 
any  constancv,  and  complains  that  the  pillar  of  £re  is  vanished 
&dns  (the  vnloennees,  and  Idiat  she  stiimlbles  in  her  ^&ys" 
•  J*^^Boor  Boull"  said  Oaies,  with  a  grim  smile.     "WeUl* 
JMnster  France,  let  us  have  your  merriest  news  first." 
iv  *^iNay,  the  prettiest  I  wot  of,  is  concerning  a  crafty  ad* 
vaMluife  of  Claude  Duval's,"  said  the  silversmith,  laughing.   * '  I 
do  matfrel  at  that  feUow,  and  how  he  hath  so  long  eluded  law 
flndiostieev-' 

**  So  do  not  I,  seeing  he  is  so  imchary  of  his  cash,  that  he 
iuAdiiak^aysaMend  in  need,"  replied  Oates.  ''Mind  you 
notiof  Hiie'tiAiid  at  Salisbury,  when  he  and  the  catchpoles  got 
drunk  together,  and  he  escaped  in  one  of  their  appareSs^P 
idjjury^^he  served  me  a  scurvy  trick  many  years  agone,'when 
haivrai^  bit  commencing  his  villanies ;  but  I  have  long  since 
i^matitttihf  ifbi^en  mm,  for  certain  considerations^  We 
idniild*  net  4^arrei  now  if  we  met-r-unless  I  had  a  troop  •  of 
dwigodttarat  my^elbow." 

l^irA'Is^^^awije  Duval  a  famous  robber  P"  vaid  Mervyn,  some^ 
^hsit  eagerly;'' 

Jnift-sYea;'iuid  what  is  that  to  you,  boy  P"  replied  Oates,  with 
k  inpibiotis  gkunee  at  him.  **  Doth  it  seem  to  you  as  if  einery 
1ilnf^>^ev0a  relation  of  yours  P" 

Mervyn  looked  conned,  and  was  silent. 
'  ^*Kay,  brother,"  interposed  Fnucce^  *'bnt  what-tcickdidhe 
^3^  yDuP— '•his  tricks  are  all  so  merry."  ■ 

**X«tl  I  have  forgotten  and  togiven  itI*-^He  rebbed  me 
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in.  the  forest  of  ClairraTix — ^he  did'iiit  get  mncli  by  it,  though,!*:! 
said  Gates,  with  a  chuckling  laugh.  "  But  what  new  ttick  i» 
this  he  hath  placed  P" 

'^  Oh,  la,  80  mighty  funny,  'twere  enough  tomake  a  skeleton 
grin,"  said  the  silversmith.  "You  know  Sd  avaricious  Bethel, 
that  was  the  famous  sheriff— And  behold  you,  last  week  comes 
a  letter  from  one  of  his  correspondents  in  Darby,  offering  hist 
a  wonderfol  bargain  in  sheepskins,  but,  forsooth,  he^^must  jso 
well  provided  with  cash — hw-d  cassh.  Off  h©  goes,  and  for 
saving,  without  any  attendant,  on  an  old  horse,  with  a  heavy 
bag  of  gold ;  and  between  Darby  and  Aahby,  tm  the  moor 
there,  what  meets  him  but  Mr.  Duval,  who  makes  him  sur- 
render all  he  has — and  when  he  goes  to  Darby,  light  of  Ms* 
bags,  he  finds  me  out  that  his  correspondent  laiows  no  jsacfm 
about  sheepskins  than  the  mutton,  and  it  w»8  all  a  trick  of 
Duval's— ha,  ha !"  - 

''  But  they  say  he  is  mighty  couarteotes  and  dvil  to  Im 
prisoners, "  said  Gates,  joining  me  laugh,  despite  hk  assumed 
gravity ;  "  in  especial  to  the  huiies,  wherein  he  is  aErenohzaan 
to  the  backbone," 

"Agad,  that  he  is,"  said  Prance,  wiping  his  ey«s, 
which  ran  ovot  with  mirth.  "Have  you  heard  what 
passed  between  him  and  beautiful  Mislress  Aurora  Sydney  P 
My  lord  Leicester,  some  few  months  ago,  was  coming  to 
town  in  his  coach-and-six,  with  his  footmen  and  flami^«a« 
men,  and  what  not,  and  his  lady  grand-danghter,  Msstt^m 
Aurora,  with  him.  She  was  coming  to  the  court  to  be?  pro* 
sented,  on  occasion  of  being  named  maid  of  honour  to  the 
queen,  at  the  personal  request  of  ih.e  Lord  Shaftesbury,  josl 
before  he  was  knocked  out  of  ofice — ^he-he-he; — ^butthat'* 
neither  here  nor  there.  Well,  well,  as  I  was  'saytdig^^iKc^e 
Duval  and  a  lot  of  his  fine  fdlows  meets  'em  on  HonnsloWt'&s^ 
sure  as  a  ghost,  and  there  was  nothing  for  it  but  stand  and 
deliver.  And  when  Claude  looks  in  the  eoaoh,  seeing  sueli-fl 
charming  young  lady  in  it  (for  they  say  she  beatS'  mva- 
Mistress  Stuart,  and  my  Lady  Castlemaine  is  a  fool  to  heft), 
what  does  he  do  but  insist  on  danring  a  minuet  with  her ) 
And  in  spite  of  all  her  ifs  and  ans,  out  she  must  upon  ih? 
heath,  and  it  being  a  fine  moonHght  night,  foot  it  away  fbr  a 
highwayman's  pleasure.  But  I  nave  heard  Jadr,  the  ooadii* 
man,  say  he  danced  as  solemnly  as  any  courtier,  with  Ms  hat 
imder  his  arm ;  and  she  bein^  a  witty  pleasant  lady,  was  so 
taken  with  the  mirth  of  the  thmg,  that  she  danced  as  if  witii 
his  Majesty.  And  after  the  minuet,  he  hands  her  safely  baolt 
to  my  ford,  who  was  nigh  bursting  with  Tme,  and  saymg  ho 
could  not  think  of  robbing  so  perfect  a  lady  of  her  adornments. 
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|dre(|  Iter  bAck:a  caaketwhieb  contained  ker  jewdls ;  and  away 

msj  go  without  further  molestation." 

"A marvellous  pretty  tale,  an'  it  be  true,"  said  Gates,  with 

an  oaeftBy  glance  at  Mervrn.    "  But  inow  you,  brother,  jsw 

{waso,tis  the  Spaniard  hath  it,  where  Oolonel  Sydney  now  is  ?" 
"In  England^  but  rather  undercover,'*  said  Prance.    "  He 

k(9&  not  yet  obtam«»d  formal  permission  to  appear,  but  he 
^asne  baek  to  attend  the  old  earl's  death-bed,  and  is  now  in  a 
sort  >oi  hide  and  seek  at  Lord  Howard's  house,  who  is  his 
sfeeial  fnesEd." 

"  Ay,  imieed !  and  prithee,  are  there  any  news  concerning 
^t  peiseouted  Protestaat,  Oc^nel  Blood?  Is  he  still  at 
hide  land  seek  witia.the  law,  about  that  affair  of  the  Duke  of 
ChiBonde  P" 

"Xes,  and  dare  not  be  seen  for  his  hfe,"  said  the  sUver- 
amith,  shrugging  his  shoulders.  "  Why,  Mr.  Gates,  that  was 
a  terrible  tiS&ir !  My  Xx>rd  Gssory  swears  to  make  mince- 
meat of  him  wherever  they  meet ;  and  though  Blood  cares  as 
little  £nr.  tibreats  as  any  man,  there  is  a  warrant  out,  and  a 
reward  of  a  thousand  guineas  for  his  apprehension.  I  warrant 
m»,  he  is  in  some  of  his  old  lurking-places  in  Whitefriars ;  but 
here  comes  dinner,  by  my  nose — ^boiled  beef,  boiled  beef,  Mr. 
Oatos !  aad  here  comes  Goody  Prance  in  all  her  bravery." 

Mis.  Prance  entered  as  he  spoke.  She  was  a  tali,  fat,  jolly 
wonan^  very  fair  and  well-eonoitioned,  with  a  little  pouting 
se&sual  mouth,  good  colour,  and  excellent  eyes.  She  waa 
dceflsed  irresistibly,  in  her  Simday  kirtle  and  a  handsome 
saeque,  with  a  huge  chain  of  blue  stones  crimping  into  her  fat 
Qftek,  aiBii  with  her  hair  very  finely  curled,  powdered,  and 

fShe  greeting  between  Gates  and  this  fair  lady  was  edifyins, 
izom/^ito  afifeetionate  eagerness,  and  the  large  blush  whicm 
o^ers^read  her  vast  bosom  and  cheeks,  as  Gates  squeezed  her 
hand  in  silence  for  several  moments,  while  she  poured  forth 
h^  Acknowledgments  for  the  honour  of  his  visit. 

TlmyDiOW  sat  down  to  a  hearty  substantial  repast,  in  the 
cdden  style,  beef  with  euet  dumplings,  and  such  small  mattess 
as.  Mrs.  P^ce  had  hastily  cooked  up  for  the  distinguished 
gfiesfr;  and  strong  ale  and  brandy,  which  had  the  additional 
zest,  as  Prance  whispered,  of  being  contraband.  Gates  ate 
away  at  everything  before  him  with  shark-like  voracity,  and 
fietsoned  the  feast  with  deep  draughts  of  the  brown  home^ 
hnwed^all  the  time  discoursing,  very  lengthily  and  eloquently, 
aWnt  the  state  of  religion,  and  the  persecution  which  the 
churoh  hboured  under,  and  Mervyn  th^ght  at  moments  that 
^  dootar's  diftoouzse  had  somehow  or  other  a  more  earthly 
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mea&iag,'  whidi  Mrs.  Prance  understood.  This  was  |iafi» 
culArly  remarkable  at  those  times  when  Mr.  Prance  vya 
called  oat  to  attend  some  customer,  though  the  dialjegnft>8tii][ 
e(»Ltinttfid  in  that  allegorical  and  mystic  style  affected;  fay  IImt 
saints  of  the  period. 

"Ah,  sister  Prance!"  groaned  0»tes>  on  one  of  these  4)«c«>;r 
sions,  '*  I  do  grieve  to  see  how  the  withered  letasTBs  stili  Uaa^ 
on  airnitfnl  line,  and  that  the  nnhappy  paxunstioalffaliikdiiesft 
is  still  on  that  stray  sheep,  yoor  husband,  mr  all  he  IoMb  iM 
carefnlly  under  the  Teil  of  'uie  ark,  likeazotton  seoreMOoiv^astt^ 
with  a  golden  plaster."  ••    •;      ',.»,' 

'*  Yes,  verily,  'tis  not  in  man  or  woman's  wit  t«s»re  abeam 
of  wood  from  the  burning  temple,  though  'it  ^ be: of'  theroedae 
of  Lebanon,  worthy  Master  Oates,"  replied  the  htdy.  -  ''f  J?iit 
snore  IVe  Med,  soul  and  body,  and  n«w<rhe  icr  .tLnhappSi^ 
hardened  in  his  idolatries  by  the  queen's  gimng.  hiinrduHi 
Somish  idols  to  make,  and  his  belief  that  the  Brazen  Calf  is 
once  more  to  be  set  up  among  us." 

**  He  will  live  to  repent  it,  poor  man !"  sighed  Oates. 

"  But  you  don't  take  a  drop  of  anything,  doctor,"  said  Mrs. 
Prance,  filling  his  glass  with  orandy.  **  I  am  sorry  aa  the 
widow  of  Sarepta,  dear  master,  that  I  have  nothing  worthier 
of  a  prophet  in  Israel ;  but  such  as  I  have,  is  entirely  lit  -ychir 
service.  But  godly  Master  Oates,  I  do  pray  and  hope  oil  my 
bended  knees,  you  will  never  breathe  a  word  of  my  pocn? 
husband's  prevarication,  which  I  trusted  to  youm  striot  c<»i«t 
fidence,  that,  knowing  where  the  shoe  pinched  him,  ycAi  migM 
apply  spiritual  salve  arid  lint  to  his  wounds."  'I*^ 

"Heaven  forbid!  Madame  Prance,  Heaven  foirbidl'^.dM 
Oates.  "We  will  but  weep  and  pray  over  him,  ^d!  ftt¥&ti 
not  our  cognizance  of  his  frailty.  But  I  am  mind^'i^sJttOlP 
cannot  indulge  me  longer  in  your  company,  for  this  Seailfla,'* 
said  the  reverend  gentleman,  after  listening  to  a  cuckck)  elbtM 
over  the  fire— "it  is  nigh  three  o'clock,  and  I  have  eiillfi^^^ 
my  time  which  even  you  do  not  understand,  sister  in  lovJli^^'J^ 

"Pooh,  pOoh,  man,  you'll  stay  and  taste  a  dish^of  t:dl^bid 
feack  I  have  warming,"  said  honest  Prance,  who  'r^ettilJi^^lto 
this  moment.  "Why,  there  are  some  of  the  M'^8t"ApJ)lii& 
roasted  you  ever  caught  sight  of,  all  from  the  king*fl'ig&iSl«i 
at  Hampton."  ;       I'.iJ 

But  Oates,  for  some  reason  which  he  did  not  find  it  uttee^ 
sary  to  explain,  declined  even  this  genial  invitatiDUi'diiid 
declaring  his  business  admitted  of  no  demy,  took  his  depttrti^l^ 
The  usual  greetings  were  exchanged,  and  once  more  MttWfd 
found  himself  following  his  worthy  master  through  the  hot 
noonday  streets,  in  great  tribnlation  as  to  his  ^wn  posHiaa 
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abct'iroi^cts.  He  was  now  oonvinoed  thatlie  had  eomatitted 
•igfea^  rat  irrefparable  act  o££olly,  in  trtisting  imnself  to  the 
pnHeetsDB  of  this  false  brother.  Still  he  felt  that  anythmg 
wag  htHber  thaai  the  ignominy  from  whiioh  he  thought  his 
flight  had  saved  him.  His  situation  was,  nerertheless,  even 
t9  oae  #0  jcrong  and  i^ooghtless,  sufficiently  embarrassing. 
Jisfbeheld  himcielf  witihout  Mends  or  relations,  in  a  strange 
eoonfcry;  inrthe-  power  of  a  man  who,  to  his  extreme  snrprisey 
ke  ^ktrnd  to  he  an  a|>ostate  from  the  religion  he  professed,  and 
iHko) vgieensed  (engaged'  in  dark  and  daagerons  manoanrreSj 
inyolviog  the  greatest  personages  and  evente.  Bnt  his  money- 
kwooBiditiettrfbrrced  kim  sml  to  temporize ;  against  which, 
aikimattfer*of'iilotality,  his  education  among  the  Jeauistical 
eoshists  presented  nOr  obstacle*  He  however  determined  to 
scfiscfsithe  first  opportunity  which  presented  itself;  to  escapo 
ftoobiitM  tramn^els  of  his  hypoerital  master. 


p-Ti/i.:-  CHAPTEB    XVIIL 

*>l'T    ?r     '^' 

A.  EOTAL  BEVEL. 

,:0v  Jeavwg  Prance*s  house,  Oates  directed  his  course  to  the 
i^JipT,  where  ne  hired  a  sculler,  ordering  the  boatmen  to  con- 
v^.  them  to  Whitefriars,  and  land  at  Water-lane.  Mervvn 
W^c^.QOnrse  ignorant  of  the  evil  fame  of  the  locality,  and  if 
]^]^^;aQt  beeia  bo,  Oates  was  not  in  a  humour  to  consult  his 
opinions  on  ihe  subject.  Still  he  thought  he  had  never  seen 
1^^  I^e  that  seemed  a  fitter  receptade  for  the  ofi*-scum  of 
Iig9)a^1p^g  multitudes,  the  sink  of  a  great  city's  crimes*  and 
tr^9^ed^8k« 

'  .dSi^'veQ^anoe  of  Water-lane  was  distinguished  by  a  rude 
S^e  cross,  marking  the  bounds  of  the  sanctuary,  and  neaor 
^%:^liy,,and  lijght,  stood  sentinel  one  of  the  Friars,  83  the 
reftjgee$  W^«  cailedy  with  a  horn  at  his  girdle,  to  give  tho 
li§||0},foi?.muMeiring  forces  when  any  sheriff's  officers  made 
tte|iii^tlil^pear^iei»  without  a  military  force  (which  they  seldom 
dtAiiTfina  then  to  give  the  alarm  to  their  intended  prey.  Once 
]p|li^s>«a(ared  line  of  demarcation,  a  m^ze  of  dark  narrow 
lanes,  blind  alleys,  and  courts,  very  convenientlv  ending  on 
t^Mbweiter,  presented  then^lyes  to  ^he  bewildered  stranger. 
!  Xhie  nopRilation  of!  this  wild  district,  was  of  a  character 
eiiirem4y  suitable  to  the  haggard  desperation  of  their  local 
h^^^tion.  Whitefriars,  or  Alf a-tia,  as  it  was  called  in  the 
thng  of  the  day,  had.  reached  its  highest  excess  of  nuisance 
nndir  Oh^les  tl.  as  a  sancttrary  for  all  manner  of  crimes 
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and  lawIessTilianiefl.  FogitiTes  debtors,  nmrdererg,  and  rob^ 
ber»^bad  men  and  women  of  erery  shade  of  vice  and  misery 
*— were  there  congregated,  in  open  and  ahnost  secure  defiaaoe 
of  the  law.  Belmudiery  of  every -kind  rioted  in  tmdbtorbed 
impanity.  Brandy«>8hop8»  gaming-houses,  and  others  c^  ia 
still  more  revolting  character,  whence,  night  and  day,  ieeaed 
the  roar  of  ruffianly  contention,  ending  not  unfreqoc^tfy  in 
murder ;  a  few  shops,  kept  by  Jews,  devoted  ostenstUy  to 
tibe  sale  of  old  rags  and  kitchen-stuff;  and  some  ^thy  ueae» 
in  which  a  clamoroua  fish-market  was  carried  on,  seenuHl  tiie 
only  means  of  subsistence  possessed  by  a  part  of  the  infaabi* 
tants ;  but  the  great  majority  lived  no  man  knew  bow. 
I?hieve8  and  be^ars,  who  spent  the  day  exercising  their  ^&m 
in  other  parts  of  the  metropolis,  came  nereio  roost  at  n^rt^ 
and  scatter  in  debauchery  what  they  had  earned  at  ihe  risk 
of  their  necks.    Occasionally,  however,  might  be  seen  ihe 

faunt  withered.frame  and  threadbare  garb  of  some  unhappy 
ebtor,  forced  to  take  refuge  in  this  horrible  place  from  tine 
fangs  of  his  creditors.  Nevertheless,  this  dismct,  lawless  as 
it  appeared,  was  governed  by  certain  regulations,  which  for 
the  common  good  were  rigicQy  enforced  ;  among  which  was 
most  remarkable  the  law  by  which  all  were  bound  to  resist 
any  invasion  by  justice,  vi  et  a/rmis. 

Gates  stopped  before  a  public-house  on  the  borders  of  the 
temple,  which  had  for  sign  a  battered  coat  of  arms  over  the 
gate,  under  which  was  hewn  in  stone—"  The  Heaven."  Bat 
as  it  happened  that  this  house,  which  was  part  of  the  rtdned 
palace  or  the  bishops  of  Salisbury,  had  escaped  with  littie 
damage  &om  the  great  fire,  the  pious  owner  had  added  the 
title  of  "  The  Brand  from  the  Burning."  Gates  paused  ft 
moment  to  adjust  his  coif,  and  the  youth  happening  to  raise 
bis'  eyes,  read  with  surprise  the  motto  round  t%  shield*-- 
**Esperance  and  advance,  Mervyn !" 

He  pointed  this  name  out  to  Gates,  who  said  in  a  gmff : 
tone,  "  Ay,  ay,  there  are  more  Toms  in  York  than  oiie.  Your 
r(^ue  of  a  father  gave  you  the  name  of  a  family  he  servttd, 
but  henceforth  I  bestow  upon  you  one  more  appropriate, 
tod  presume  not  to  prick  thine  ears  to  any  sound  but 
Ichabod."  .  ^  - 

He  then  stalked  majestically  into'  the  house,  and  was  met . 
by  an  hostess,  whose  fiushed  face,  disordered  garb,  and  rakisk 
eye,  bore  tokens  of  recent  inebriation.  I^^evertheless,  she 
rejoiced  in  a  name  which  promised  better  things,  and  was  m. 
truth  our  old  friend.  Temperance  Bradley.  Of  her  Gates 
inquired  whether  Mr.  Butcherlaw  was  there. 

"  And  what  do  you  want  with  him,  my  master  P"  xvplied 
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the.  hoBiess  ejeing  him  Buspiciooslj.  *'  If  you  meau  to  do 
any  good  witli  the  colonel  you  should  have  brought  a  file  of 
xQUdketeers". 

•  "  I  am  his  friend,  good  woman/*  said  the  doctor.  "  Why» 
Mistress  Bradley,  do  you  forget  an  old  friend  in  a  new  dress, 
araaee  you  too  proud  to  own  him  F" 

.  "  Oood  laokadaiBy  I  €aptain  Gates  in  a  parson's  rind  I" 
exclaimed  she,  coroially  returning  his  salute.  "  What,  op 
your  tricks  asain  P  Well,  if  you  must  see  him,  he's  upstairs 
cfamking  and  boozing  with  some  rufiSing  gallants  of  the 
court)  coiaoe  on  purpose  to  see  him  now  he's  in  trouble." 

'*  Tell  hhn,  good  madam,  I  must  see  him  directly,  alone, 
in  your  little  back  tap,"  said  Oates,  stepping  on  through 
some  barrels  into  a  httle  dark  room,  with  the  air  of  one 
^miliar  with  the  place ;  "  and  let  them  bring  me  a  pint  of 
yonr  best  red  canary,  with  a  toast." 

Mrs.  Bradley  nodded,  and  Gates  closed  the  door  on  himself 
and  his  companion.  ^Disgusted  and  weary  with  the  day's 
Qccupaition,  Mervyn  refused  any  share  of  the  liquor,  although 
Gates  pressed  him  with  a  quaint  smile,  and  seated  himself 
moodily  in  the  window-sill.  He  sat  looking  into  a  ruffianly 
court  below,  until  Butcherlaw,  or  as  the  reader  has  perhaps 
divined,  Colonel  Blood,  made  his  appearance. 

Years  had  made  little  perceptible  alteration  in  the  athletic 
frame  of  this  worthy,  but  a  good  deal  in  his  dress;  for  he  was 
dad  in  a  yery  worn  and  faded  garb,  though  once  of  ridi 
mateirials.  His  face  was  deeply  flushed  with  wine,  and  he 
had  altogether  the  look  of  one  disturbed  in  some  drunken 
debauch.  Mervyn  remarked  that  while  he  wrun^  Gates's 
hand  with  affected  cordiality,  he  glanced  around,  and  that  as 
iAasr  ey»s  met,  his  complexion  grew  livid  as  lead.  Gn  his 
own  pojrt  he  felt  an  inconceivable  dread  at  the  mere  sight  of 
the  man,  which  induced  him  to  turn  aside,  and  divert  his 
unpieasaat  feelings  by  watching  a  fight  between  two  ragged 
boys  in  ihe  court  below. 

Meanwhile  the  two  Mends  discoursed  in  a  low  key,  and  in 
a  cant  which  Mervyn  did  not  understand ;  but  at  last  Gates 
turned  to  him,  and  said,  "  This  is  the  yotmg^sentlesuan, 
Ml*.  Butcherlaw ;  this  is  Mr.  Butcherlaw,  Ichabod,  who  is  a 
B£sr  relation  of  yours,  and  will  tell  you  all  about  your 
parentage,  when  times  serves.  At  present  he  is  good 
enougli  to  take  yum  under  his  protection  till  we  can  do  better 
foryou." 

ue  colour  again  forsodc  Hie  colonel's  countenance  as 
Menjn  looked  fU;  him  wiiii  extreme  eagerness  ;  but  he  mut« 
tered  something  about  his  satisfaction  at  the  office,  and  wiped 
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the  dark  dew  flrom  bis  brow  with  an  ague-liike  sh^^e^io^p^ 
his  whole  frame.  i.u/oi 

'*  Tell  izie  thea  who  is  mj  father — ^is  he  alive  P"  said  lifer- 
vyn,  hastily.  ■.■,\.i^. 

.  "I  have  told  y0n>  sivrah,  that  this  qae^tion  ;i^  forbi44^ 
you  at  presenti"  said  Oates,  severely.  '^  Iji  a  ihovituniQ  i^ 
objection  to  telling  yon  wiil  be  reQK>ved^  till  then  y0u  reiiuiifi 
as  I  have  said*"  .   .  .    r.    .    ,,.,    .,;.^ 

Mervyn  felt  stromgly  indin^d  to  inquire  by- what^ghi,  jbo 
was  thus  turned  over  to  a  strang^f,  but  i^bait  thnsii^fijljgf, 
thrown  £>ut,  and  his  own  forlorn  t€onditiai?k,(  dQprv^ed  >i^j^ 
power.  Gates  then  bestowed  his  blessingtupoiiiii  the  boy^  mi 
observed  to  the  colonel  that  he  should  take  a,  s<$uUer,Y9^ 
attend  a  godly  meeting  which  he  heard,  was  lo  takoif^cu^in 
Holbom  Sields."  -^  /;.;'».-, 

**  Tut,  man,  never  lie  to  the  devil,"  said  3l^odi  i^^|i$^« 
"  Thou'lt  deceive  neither  him  nor  me.  Sfly  at  OBice  iUioq^[$ff^ 
away  to  see  thy  old  acquaintance,  Mother  Creswojld."  /       tad 

"  Mr.  Butcaerlaw,  you  are  in  liquor,"  said  Oates»i  "Wilik 
dignity.  "  But  you  wdll  be  sober  enough  when  w^/mcet 
again."  ■  t, .        <    >!  tfTo:^ 

And  with  a  peculiar  glance  at  Merryn,  the  meaning  of 
which  he  could  not  in  me  least  fathom».  he  left  th0  r«^^}i^ 
ment.  ■^\"\ 

"  If  ever  the  fiend  took  human  form — "  muttered  Blooi),  but 
flecking  himself,  he  turned  to  Mervyn,  and  asked  whothi^ 
he  had  dined.  Mervyn  relied  in  the  affirmative,  .bufithit 
remarked  that  the  colonel  watched  him  as  he  spf^ke.wittl 
intense  interest,  and  seemed  rather  listening  to  the  spf^tfd-  of 
his  voice  than  to  what  he  said.  He  then  took  a,  tu^  lOVil^^ 
in  tiie  room,  and  stopped  abruptly.  "  Be  of  gopdj^jiieer, 
youth,"  he  said,  in  a  low  tone.  "  I  like  your  appeaaraQQe^iHi^ 
will  prove  a  better  friend  than  most  relations^  FoUoyrime ; 
I  mean  to  introduce  you  to  some  of  the  best  ^Oci^oil^ 
England."^  And  with  a  swagger  of  no  common,  i^ig^^iQ^^M^^ 
he  strode  up  a  dark  narrow  staircase,  Mervyn  foUbwitigyihi^]^^ 
with  considerable  repugnance.  "  i^: '' 

'  As  they  mounted,  Mervyn  distinguished  sounds /oirJifHIii 
merriment  from  above,  a  chorus  of  voices  roarings  ^aut  f^V^ 
bacchanal  staves,  to  an  accompaniment  of  ckslung.gobleis 
and  thumps  on  the  table.  Blood  weot  firsty  and  tlurevrofij^n 
the  door  of  a  lar^e  apartment,  battered  and  decayed».MP¥U^ 
evidently  the  Tem&  of  one  of  considerable  magnificence. 
Indeed^  it  wm  &  remnant  of  the  ^iseopal  palace  of  wb9S0 
ruins  the  inn  consisted.    Theore  was  a  table  in  the  middle 
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eottsr^cl  -wiih  wine,  fktit,  dice,  and  a  steaming  bowl  of  p\aneh, 
round  which  sat  a  number  of  gallants. 
-'  Ifine  host  of  the  Heaven,  large-nosed  Simon  Bradley,  pre-> 
sided  over  the  nectar,  and  was  at  the  moment  rolling  in  his 
lididr/ in  a  M  of  lauj^ter,  caased  by  an  observation  of  one  of 
M  guests,  ataU,  dark,  mnscnlar  man,  dressed  in  a  flaunting 
fiv«ry.  19^ext  to  him  sat  two  gallants,  who  looked  like  worn- 
out  rakes  of  the  town,  but  both  handsome,  well-made  men, 
i^hcM^-  high-bred  manners  strangely  contrasted  with  their 
0|iii-6f'>elbow  appearahde.  There  was  a  fourth,  whose  glitter- 
b^ihabilini;6i£it^  inbtontlr  attracted  Merryn's  attention.  He 
^iu  a'handdbifle  gaUanMooking  cavalier,  verging  perhaps  on 
ftff<fy)  I  withr  lon^ '  (Airled  hair,  mustache  and  beard  of  the 
n^wi^fiticni;  H%>4ii«86wa&  somewhat  military,  though  not 
strictly  the  uniform  of  any  service.  He  wore  blue  slasiied 
slIi^yMkitHes/'liigh' boots,  and  a  scarlet  coat  richly  laced,  a 
^iftlUl^;'of  l^e  finesfwork,  iewels  on  his  fingers,  ana  a  cocked 
hat.  A  Itm^'  baBket^hilted  sword  hung  by  hijs  side  from  a 
i^d4L  band,  and  a  pair  of  pistols  lay  at  luind  on  his  cloak. 

"^^iWhat!  an  anbdition  to  our  company?"  exclaimed  the 
gentleman  in  livery. 

*  **Ay,'  faith,  and  a  proper  addition  too,  old  Bowley,"  re- 
ttimfiw  Blood.  "  My  nephew,  gentlemen,  just  arrived  from 
foreien  parts." 

•  ^  What,  hath  he  been  cooling  his  heels  in  the  Low  Countries, 
i^tmning  fitnn  the  F^nchP"  said  one  of  the  gallants.  <'Or 
hath"  he*  befell!  to  the  Italian,  studying  the  art  of  catting 
threrats^'in  the' refined  manner  P" 

• '*<lfiay;  h<e  hath  been  but  lately  in  France,  Saint  Wilmot," 
t«pli»d  the  colonel. 

•''**Oh/"I'un<ler»tland — at  Paris,  learning  to  poison  under 
ftAiirtllierfl  P? .  rejOied  Wihnot. 

t  -^'iBy  th^i  mass,  no !  he  looks  an  honest  youth — ^I  say  it, 
tlloil^n  Ite  l»e -thy  nephew,  Butcherlaw,"  said  the  personage 
•Mid*  Ifidwiey;      "  What  say'st  thou,  boy — art  honest  as 

tOttftS^OiP''*''  «... 

"  Methinks  it  will  not  increase  my  welcome  to  thisi  good 
^tttt^iny,  'if  I  say  yes,"  replied  Mervyn.  **  Yet  he  who  says 
^' »  i  Mse>  knave,  and  lies." 

i'-^'^Why,  then,  thou  art  a  very  great  ouriosi^,''  said  Wihnot^ 
*^S^n6Bt!  prithee;  let  me  see  thy  face  $-  thotx  art  as  raref  as  a 
l^tleakki^  mandrake." 
'  ''^  You  had  as  well  look  at  a  basilisk,  for  an  honest  eye  mtist 
1^^^  shame  rou  to  stone,"  said  Mervyn^  v^emently,'  for  he 
^^  ktitated  by  iha  mode  of  tibds  reception* 
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Well    ongwered,    hy  ikese   nails  T' ,  shoated    Bcywle^ 

Come  hither,  boy ;  I  like  thee.  Then  hast  a  ready  wit  and 
a  daring — and  as  times  go^  these  are  good  qualities.  Sit  thee 
here  beside  me.  Methinks  there  is  somd  ravonr  in  thy  consi- 
teoanee  which  I  should  zeinember,  could  I  see  through  the 
hogshead  of  punch  in  my  skull.  But  the  inmge  I  MionM 
reeall  wavers  m  its  glimmor.  Wilmot^  whom  dom  he  fla70«r 
of?" 

**  My  father  must  have  travelled  in  England,  since  I  «m 
likened  to  so  maily/'  said  Mervyn. 

'*  Eaith,  Haekum,  it  strikes  me  too,"  said  Blood,  addressm^ 
the  cavalier  in  scarlet,  who  was  gazing  witk  rttmarkaMe  eax^ 
nestness  at  if  ervyn.  "  Deem  ySi  nof  h^  smacks  something 
of  your  once  master,  the  lord  who  nsurdered  himself  in  the 
Tower  P" 

"  Say,  rather,  who  was  murdered,"  replied  the  cavalier,  in 
a  low  tone.  **  Sainte  Vier^e  I  but  'tis  evai  so.  Prithee,  boy; 
look  not  on  me ;  thine  xnnocent  eyes  do  seem  to  reproach  my 
villanous  friendship  with  this  man." 

Thy  villaiwus  fe^^  !"  exclaimed  the  colonel,  flerc%. 

Why,  sirrah,  did  I  not  get  you  out  of  the  galleys  some 
dbort  ten  years  agone,  furnish  you  with  the  file  and  the  erorw- 
bar,  have  a  boat  waitiog  for  you,  and  finally  hide  you  in 
Alsatia  till  the  hue  and  cry  was  over  P" 
,  ^^And  then  yoii  took  advantage  of  my  despair,  aud  masde 
Bie  what  I  am,"  said  the  cavalier,  obviously  much  excitei. 
^  But  for  the  life  you  gave  me,  did  I  not  break  the;«oath  whidi 
bound  me  to  avenge  my  master's  blood  in  ydurs  P-^And  'have 
I  not  repaid  the  seonrice  many  times  P  But,  villain,  I  hstve 
shaken  thy  trammels  off  a^ain !  My  master's  ghostris  h^sh^ 
and  I  will  have  thy  life,  or  mou  mine — so  have  afe'thee-!" 

"  Fool ! — he  is  mad  with  brandy  and  lemons, '*  said  Mood, 
eontemptuously.  ^*  Look  you,  gentlemen,  how  the  elumee 
resemblaace  c^  an  Irish  nose  and  eyes  to  some  English  ones^ 
long  since  rotted  into  dust -" 

"  What !  were  you  bom  in  Ireland,  boy  P"  said  the  d^valier^ 
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^  Paith,  I  know  more  of  his  parentage  than  he  knows 'hiBt^ 

self,"  said  the  colonel.    "  And  I  promise  you,  'Ms  a  ehioit 

fiom  a  real  Irish  eg?." 

^'  Tell  me,  boy^  who  was  Ihy  father  P'*  continued  Haokuin. ' 

"I  had  no  father,  sir,  that  ever  I  knew,"  said  Mervyn* 

innocently. 

"  Nay,  there  is  a  proverb  conoeming  that,'*  said  Wiimot* 

"  And  bom  in  Ireland  P"  muttered  Hackmn. 

"  Come,  come,  friend,  let  not  the  wine  make  a  fool  of  thee>** 
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fWbd  Blood,  eoaxiiigl^.  "  Thou  knowest  it  is  not  safe  to  jest 
with,  me," 

'*  For  whoso  sups  with  the  deyil,  should  have  a  long  spoon/' 
atai  Wihnot,  laughingly. 

**  Menace  not  me,  Blood.  I  despise  thee  and  thy  threats," 
r\9tiixned  ihe  cavaUer.  "  'Slife,  thou  hast  told  me  Hes  unnum- 
hesed,  how  thou  didst  mistake  my  purpose  that  night- 
thought  I  was  sold  to  the  yiUanous  countess,  forsooth,  and 
^i9«LGhed  with  eompassion,  laboured  his  rescue!  But  I  did 
never  put  faith  in  thee,  and  wiU  choke  my  thoughts  no  longer  t 
I  teU.  thee,  Blood,  dei^ite  all  the  enterprises  wherein  we  have 
been  brothers^  thou  art  a  black  and  felonious  murtherer !" 

"  You  lie,  scoundrel!  I  did  never  slay  any  man  but  in  fair 
£ght/*  ii^oared  the  colonel,  yielding  to  his  himerto  suppressed 
toy. 

"Ha!  the  lie  I  take  it  bac^  again  wiili  this,  thou  cruel 
ruffian !"  returned  Hackum,  and  seizing  a  decanter,  he  dashed 
li,  at  Blood's  head,  but  it  missed,  and  fell  from  the  opposite 
vail  in  fragments  on  the  floor. 

With  a  savage  cry,  resembling  that  of  some  wild  beasts 
Blood  s^^ff  forward,  his  sw<»rd  flashing  out,  and  meeting 
tint  of  Haokum  with  a  fury  which  sent  sparks  around.  The 
whole  company  rose  in  comusion. 

''Bochester,  Buckingham,  part  them !"  exclaimed  Eowley, 
a^ABg  the  eojioners  arm.  "  !mood,  I  cconmand  you,  sheathe 
^oor  aiit-bully — ^what  drunken  brawl  is  this  P  Marry,  is  the 
geittleman  some  partisan  of  the  Ormondes?'' 

'*!  am  none  of  the  £i«tion-^I  scorn  it,"  said  the  cavaUer, 
fi^dely.  "  Unhand  me,  nrs !  'tis  an  old  quarrel  suppressed 
BMHiy  yean ;  but  ib&te  is  truth  in  wine,  and  I  tell  you,  he  ia 
a  mottstroos  atrocious  villain,  not  fit  to  Uve.** 
'  '-5  Tut,,  every  man  knows  that :  have  you  nothing  new  to 
urge  against  him  P"  interposed  Eowley,  in  a  peace-making 
tame*  •  "  Heaard  you  ever  of  man  who  became  a  White  Friar 
for  his  virtues  P'* 

.<  "But  the  man  is  a  devil!"  shouted  Hackxmi,  boiling  up 
again,  after  a  glance  at  the  pale  and  aflrighted  countenance  of 
llSenryn,  "  He  is  a  devil,  a  devil,  a  dernl !  confess,  tlnm  vil'* 
lliinl  didst  thou  not  with  that  feionioiis  hand  murder  the 
noble  Lord  Aumerle,  when  he  was  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower  P** 

Blood  raised  his  sword  irresolutely,  but  Bowley  held  him 
fasek ;  his  lips  were  covered  with  foam,  and  he  looked  bhcck 
in  Hie  face,  as  if  about  to  fall  into  a  fit. 

"What,  man  alive,  art  dreaming P"  exclaimed  Wihnot, 
"  My  dear  Mend,  believe  me  the  tSmch  hath  flooded  your 
Jud^nent.    Why,  everybody  in  England  knows  the  Lord 
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A»morte  oo^i|*ed.  bwO^  ^  tlie  To^fer,  the  aigktxi^'.J^ 

great  fire  r*      ,  .  ..  .  .  -      -Kvi^-j. 

**  Beir^Cj^  jgirre^li,  beTrare  1"  said  Blood,  Ids  teeth  chaii^nng 

with  ragei,  *!,op  by  this  light  of  heaTQn,  J  wiU  ireY^al;whp  ^^ 

"  Whftt  Qar0 1 P  hav-e  yon.^.  file  of  the  Im^^  ■g'*??^  tjc^oux 
keels?"  returned  Hackum.  "Gefttlemen,  !f,c9re,  iotvlhear 
me !  I  am  Claude  Puval — Claude  Puval,  ti^e  HeW^yRi^^" 
.  *'  Claude  Duyal!"  echoed  all  the  gallaAt^^jntfcgrj^^^  ;vs^ 

nishment.  .,  ,^'    •      .  -  ^  'V  v-'-^V'^  «""■'  "ji* 

"  Yes,  Claude  Duval,  aira.    Shrink  »ajt  1?^)ct-I^TO 
you  in  ftiendshipi  and  no  maa  liy«a  wh^.cmoay  tii^^^CSli^^^ 
Duval  ever  betrayed  hia  religion  or  hia  friend,**  ^, ,  j  ^,*„  f   ,, » 

"  Are  you  the  great  robber  ?"  exclaimed,  Mejryy^  jv^lSfeFr 
then,  I  rank  myself  on  your  side.    For  au.hj^i^faya,!^*^^ 
uncle,  robbers  are  of  a  nearer  kindred  tp  jx^e^}[.  .    J^      ^j^ra^i 

"I  am  proud  to  make  your  acqtiaintance,^.g^]]49tiPij^^^ 
aaidBowley,  after  a  moment'a  pauae.    "Hefeij  inyj^'^- 
I  have  long  wished  to  aee  you,  for  of  all  the  rogu^i  igi,  KoiliL. , 
you  are  the  only  one  that  dares  to  be  a  villian  w^  a  maxi^^^ 

"  Why,  80  aay  I,"  exclaimed  Wilmot ;  "  ao  let  |ia,ali  1^.^f|jw 
eiable  and  friendly,  man ;  you  are  in  aooth  the  Qn}y  h0i|!f^ 
robber  of  ua  all."  ,  ,„.  > 

"But  methinks  you  wrong  your  firiend,  the  colonel,*!, jpjda 
Kowley.  "He  introduced  you  aa  a  merry  companion  tp,.f|Mf 
meeting,  and  if  you  be  ao  much  a  genUeman^  aa  yi^  |9^^4 
heard  it  aaid,  you  ahould  not  interrupt  our  felloTyship  j^J^I 
private  quarrel.  Why,  man,  I  waa  on  th^  jury  wliicjj.  jwif 
my  Lord  Aumerle  a  auicide,  and  we  did  it  op.  per^ect^p^ 
I  aaw  with  my  own  eyea,  that  it  waa  impossible.  fQr,.^y|, 
to  have  got  in  to  inurder  him;  there  were-  thi:^e>,ixufl^f 
locked  doors,  man,  aiid  unleas  the  colonel  couldg^  M4hi$8 
keyhole-r"     ^  ,       or.^fv  m 

"Beaidea,"  interrupted  Wflmot,  "why  slwuld  he.muf^^ff 
him  when  he  had  only  to  leave  his  dagger's  w(ffl«  ix>  th^iaxe 
of  thelawvr  ^    .    /.  .     ,,       .,,^ 

"  It  13  a  behef  which  I  will  stick,  to  in  my  dyi^  V^i? 
said  Claude,  in  a  melancholy  voice,  ftnd^with.  te^ira  stax  ^' 
hia  eyea.    "  But,  gentlemen,  as  you  aav,  th^e  is  j)p 
and  every  man  ia  innocent  till  he  ia  lound  out-r-itr 
judged  aome  day!"  ,  •   .•?  . 

"  I  have  borne  mone  from  thee,  Duval,  thaxi  ever  I  {hoi^ht 
at  any  man's  hand,"  said  Blood*  slowly  dropping  l4s4}won].^ 
point.  ,.  . 

"Tea,  truly.  I  am  of  use  to  you,"  replied  DuvaL  "3iA 
thank  Heaven,  you  have  -nev^er  coaxed  me  into  xmy.c^  JO^? 


bloodjr  'dw&i  ihcmgh  I  havfe  lihat6d  inoife  of  jrour  ct'Afis  and 
Tt^beriag  than  I  slmll  know  how  to  account  for.'* 
'  '^*^^Wlta6,  w6re  rou  not  with  me  in  thfif  rescne  of  Captain 
MiBoi'lTOm  iiie  dragoons  f*  said  the  6oldnel,  with  a  black 
axnile. 

^  ^  '""^^Ay,  Irtif?'  it  w^  msin  to  man,  a  fair  fight,  '*  rettrmed  Claude. 
,''^'"-]Non8rense;  nian,  the  wine  darkens  vour  better  judgment," 
81^  Stocjkl';  trheathing  his  svi^ord.  **  And  so  my  g[uarrel  was 
iWffi  th^  Srinei,"  arid  not  with  Claude  Duval.  Here  is  my  hand, 

^our  cold  iron  for  cold  hearts." 
i  <rf  the  company  induced  Claude,  with  much 
fee,  t6'aqeept  the  offered  nand,  which  was  remarkable 
e  size  tton;.  ttie  deformity  of  its  thumb.  All  then 
'  "fiileir  B|E»atS,  and  the  host  suddenly  made  his 
M'firOto  tmdet  the  table,  where  he  had  taken 
A  fjcesh  bowl  of  punch  was  ordered  in,  and  Rowley 
,'^iiot'W^thoat  success,  to  restore  the  joviality  of  the 
By  degrees  all  recollection  of  the  recent  quarrel 
^i^fiAt^  m.  eopiouB  draughts  of  the  nectar,  and  Mervyn  saw 
inlit^ttjtonishment,  that  as  they  grew  more  and  more  intoxi- 
lAltda. '^^'belHgerents'  rancour  decreased,  imtil  at  last  they 
iSsMimy  embi'aced  each  other,  protesting  they  were  the  best 
fioenda  in  life. 

;  "^ceu^med  f  o  the  sobriety  and  severe  decency  of  manners 
tMkixd  at  St.  Omer,  ahnost  every  word  he  heard  brought 
Utuiicto'  to  Mervyn's  young  cheek,  and  he  sat  gazing  and 
isiiacSjig  like  an  innocent  shepherd  straying  by  chance  on  the 
"^^ettoT  satyrs.  The  free  opinions  delivered  on  all  topics— 
i'en;  resHttion,  laws  human  and  divine — ^made  his  ears 
U'HHlh' shame;  but  theire  was  something  fatally  capti- 
_  ffi^Hn' the  licentious  vivacity  of  these  gaflants.  Eowley 
iSiiAwii  iatac  of  great  humour ;  there  was  a  satirical  depth 
in^what  he  aa^d,  which  showed  a  long  acquaintance  with  man- 
13k9^''lin1S^^lSB' two  oompanions  were  evidently  men  of  great 
i^4aH»*'4nVf  brilHarit  wit.    But  even  these  two  were  distin- 

gnished  by,  deep  shades  of  character.     Wilmot^s  wit  was 
_Slift%  ittisanthropical,  tinged  with  gloom  at  times,  at  others 
*  rtSii^'tb  excess ;  Tilliers's  was  rather  sparkling  and  am- 
_}xii'  fttari;  malignant^  yet  often  extremely  sarcastic,  espe- 
lly  %h€!n  tattling  away  at  Wilmot,  with  whom  he  waged  a 
continued  skirmish  of  repartees. 

'  •IffcWyu  thought  he  could  discern  that  these  companions 
Vere  or  higher  rank  than  they  prcftended  to  be,  and  there 
was  somethmg  of  mastery  assumed  by  Eowley,  to  whidi  all 
tkie  others  seemed  to  yield.  Still  he  was  shocked  witn  the 
ineligion  and  blasphemy  which  ail  seemed  to  take  pride  in 
TOL.  i«  K 
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diffpiAjiiig.  Bat  liowley  coal^nued  to  dcowtt  btft  seraples 
in  laa^liter  and  ^vme»  In  vain  W  resisted ;  ke  WM  j^eprn'mk 
aa  a  milksop,  a^d  forced  to  swallow  ^La^s  on  glass,  tiU,  emted. 
bj  the  hquxxt  and  hia  own-  natuxal  viTaeitj,  he  laxmc^d  oat 
in  a  style  of  daring  whieli,  from  its  freshness,  seemed  ta 
deligjbit  those  wild  eompaaiions. 


CHAFFEE  XIX. 

•*  Thou  art  a  merry  little  dog,  Idiabod,  with  ihy  Jewiiit 
name!'*  said  !Rowley,  throwiag  himsalf  back  m;  as»  d^aa^c 
"  Methmks  I  shall  We  thee,  end  be-  of  semee.to  tlLore." 

''Canst  thoa  eat  mijittoQ,  child,  theaF'  said  Wilmot^ 
smiling.    **  If  so,  thy  fortoiie  is  made."  ,  - 

**  Ay,  that  ctin  I,  W  fat  vm*^BOtt  better,"  rejiiied  Mexyvyn... 

"  Tore  heayen,  Bowley,  and  is  not  this  better  l^ban  daooiaai-. 
ing  our  brains  to  curds  in  the  whirli^  of  state  affiiinrP'  8^ 
VSliefTs,.  blowing  Mie  froth  from  hw  pnatch  into^  Eowlfij^ 
plate. 

"  Yea,  this  is  the  oaly  life  ior  men  of  swise^— flast-  it  irwiild 
last  for  ever,"  said  Wilnaot,  with  a  sigh..  '*"What  singer  «M 
saige  Aoa^reon? 

•*  Could  gold  prolong  our  life's  brief  span. 

One  mcHuent  snatck  flrom  fate, 
Z,  too,  would  heap  the  i^ttering-^rciss  y 

I,  too,  toil  eEurly— late  j  .      ,         ,  . 

That  if  Death  chanced  to  jonrney  nigh. 
He  might  take  something  and  pftsa  bjr. 

"  But  if  one  cannot  purchase  life. 
Why- sigh  in  vain  amcl  w«ep  ? 
And  if  Bealh'a  vbegs  arefiated,  how 

Can  gold  resist  his  sweep  ?  -  .    , 

So  be  it  mine  to  grow  £vine, 
*Mid  genial  Mends,  in!  pocple  Wine  P 

*'  I  have  noted  thee»  Jack,  these  latter  tim^,"  saLdi&Qwloy» 
as  Wilmot  concluded  his  recitation.  "  And  lake  my  word  fer 
it,  thou  wilt  not  die  in  the  jolly  fellow's  fidth.  Thou  wilt  re- 
pent and  turn  a  whiner." 

"  Of  a  surety  and  verily,  for  his  spirit  quaileth,"  said  Vil- 
liers,  with  a  sanctimonious  ti?scang.  "  MLud  you  not  last  sum^ 
mer  when  he  had  the  fever,  how  he  winced,  and  called  in  the 
harsh  Seotch  canter,  Burnet,  to  pray  by  his  bedside  P" 

"The  devil  was  sick  then,   gaUants/'   replied.  Wilmot, 


^f.W^ll^  msik  SJH'  up  youf  glaeses^'-^raii  ihoiig]i;it  be  a  uusny 
h£»  t&  hB^M^  ^^t  m9  if  it  end  va,  so  ckeery  a  doeithJ* 
.  ",!^Qoli^  poo^  maa,  enjoy  life  wML&  it  laato^  nad  take  dtesatk 
when  it  comes,"  said  Ek>oa.  *'  Why^  Jsu^k,  thesoiat  and  tibiQ 
sieoie?  both  couifii^  to  ^  saooA  tjjdng — a  statue  cut  is.  flesb, 
tlw;t's  all/* 

"  I  wacrasit  me^yoiibaye  cbdselled  maay  suck  a  statue  witbt 
your^jdag^er  aud  Toledo,.  Blood,"  said  Duval.  "  And  to  my 
t^i:(^CX  6ftu  see  one  of  your  handiwork  e^en  now." 

"What  canst  tlwm  see,  fool?"  said  the  colonel,  giving  c^ 
fear&d  ghmoQ  rouad  the  apaxtment,  and  with  a  forced  laugh 
he  b9gaa  sipping  his  wine. 

"  Let  us  have  no  more  of  that  folly,  gentlemen,"  inter* 
sii^^d  !Rowley.  **  But  n&  mapvel  we  are  turning  into  the 
gvQ^j^nd  yeUow  leaves  of  discourse :  our  punch-bowl  is  empty 
as  an  honest  maa'e  purse — ^Miae  host,  look  to  it." 

"JBoach  for  everl"  exclaimed  Simon>  bustling  up.  "I 
wonder  if  the  water  boiled  lae^  bowl — methought  it  smacked 
too  much  of  the  kmions."  And  he  tottered  out  with  the' 
B^taf  ^^t^  as  WDmot  called  it. 

"  CozDa,  come,  Claude,  muxd^r  or  no  muirder*  'tis  ten  years, 
agone,"  said  Eowley,  watching  the  melancholy  musing  counte- 
nance of  Duval.  "  And  as  l^e  rascal  Scot  says,  let  bygones  be 
Vv^4»nes ;  thimgh*  bythe  by,  they  theyaselves  never  forgive. 
<2h«€9i up»  Jack !^ — ^what  avails  looking  so  sad,  mfla.^ — Why 
art  so  dowa  in.  the  mu2f2ae  r 

"  Faith,  my  lord,  I  have  been  in  better  spirits,"  replied 
WiliBX>t,.  witn  an  absent  smile.  ''My  health  fails,  and 
mei^unks,  if  what  Dr.  Lloyd  warns  me  ba  true^  I  shall  die  a 
honrible  death." 

"  Why,  man,  you  are  still  in  the. summer  of  youxdays^**^ 
aaad  B^oiwley,  cheerfully.  *^  'Tis  time  enough  to  repent  when 
you  Qsax  do  no  betteiH-^t  worst,  'tis  but  turning  Catholic  and 
gettingf  abfiKiLv^d.  Besides,  if  you  are  damned^  hid,  'tis  in  rare 
good  company.  What  says  old  Shirley  P  ainoe^  you  have  givea 
ua  &6liee  of  Anacreoga." 

Jle  then  began  singing,  or  rather  murmuring,  the  fine 
stanzas,  which  are  recor^d  to  have  be^a  his  favourites^  in 
the  ConAeBtion  of  Ajas  and  Ulysses. 

''  The  glories  of  oq»  Ifizth  and  state- 
Are  shadows,  not  substantial  things ; 
There  is  no  armour  against  fiste : 
Death  lays  his  icy  hands  on  kings : 
Sceptre  andcxown 
Must  tumble  down, 
And  in  the  dost  be  equal  made 
Witb  the  poor  crookedr  scythe  and  spiMle." 

K  2 
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"  I  TTOtdd  your  grac^  had  a  better  roice-^you  kate  a  g6bd 
will,"  said  mlmot,  wiiose  eyeft  were  full  of  t^MS  and  wiitftvl 
"  Well,  well;  I  shsXl  not  Hv©  reiT  long  to  wish  6o,  aiid  Wh^ii' 
I  die  I  Shan  go  to  the  deVil—^h,  Bloodr  • ' 

"AxL  there  be  eneh  a  pefsdn,  doubtless,"  replied*  tto 
colonel,  carelessly.  "But  hang  it,  here  comes  old  Bimc^ 
with  the  punch — so  no  more  Words — ^they  interrupt  drinkkii^./ 

"And  now,"  said  Eowley,  after  a  mometttVpaltis^ %  Sii» 
conversation,  ^*  tell  us,  !Kood,  how  dost  thott  ^ofipet  With 
that  affiur  in  the  Tower  thou  wottest  of  P"  ,    -i    .       ^.  /. 

"  My  liege !"  exclaimed  thecoloAel,  in  ah  fafenrtried'ton^. 

"  How !  thy  Kege  P  Am  I  the  devil  or^-the^  Diike  <)f  iTon- 
moutiiP"  said  "Rdwley,  sharply.  '     •» 

"Why,  I  do  prosper  mightily,  sir,"  sftid  BloOd.  ^.^*f4iave 
paid  ^bs  old  keeper  sundry  visits,  and  he  is  the^ouglilypei'^ 
goaded  that  I  am  a  most  reHgious,  puritaiiieal,' IBurtc^^tai^ 
divine.  And  I  have  broached  a  small  maiter  ho#  I  idlljw^ 
a  son  of  his — a  rough  sea-captain ' —  to  a  fair  dauglx^er  of 
mine,  that  is  rich  by  some  grandmother's  \H11."  '  >;•  :iii 

"And  doth  the  poor  old  man  really  take  thee,  with^4*y 
villanous  countenance,  for  a  man  of  decency  and'  morals  ^ 
said  Wilmot. 

"  Yea,  and  we  do  discourse  godly  matters,  in  the  perfect 
style  of  the  saints,  so  that  it  is  a  IJalm  out  of  GSead  to  hear 
us  in  spiritual  communion,"  said  Blood,  in  a  hypo(!»<Hdeal 
whine.  "  But  how  is  this,  my  masters  P — our  pundh-'OOir)  St^ 
again,  and  I  have  never  Hpped  it !"  '       >    »     ^ 

"  GU>,  Simon,  and  mix  us  a  little  more  of  th^  pleasitnt»e8f9 
of  lemons  with  the  strength  of  brandr,  and  ll^ok  %hlit  thou 
put  less  water,  and  yet  that  it  be  filled,"  said  Bbw^sy/with 
great  solemnity.  •  .it-/.:   .ci 

"  Av,  ay,  more  punch  I  warrant  me— meiry  galkhts]  gwd 
troth,  stammered  the  host  feebly,  and  laug^ng-'wUh^tt  tipsy 
siUiness.  "  So,  so — ^I  promise  you  I  know  my  way,  'Thfitvi 
one  of  my  eyes  sober  yet."  .  •'-*  H 

But  honest  Simon  had  scarcely  moved  fr6m  his  chair  ef^hs 
fell  prone,  punch-bowl  and  all.  Eowley  picked  hlto  itp)  btit 
all  efforts  to  sober  him  were  in  vain,  and  they  were  Obli^dto 
let  him  snore  in  his  chair.  They  then  rang  a  beQ'onlthe 
table,  and  Mrs.  Teniperance  entered,  somewhat  exbited  h^i- 
seHl  She  demurred,  however,  toihe  demand  for  more  pufibh. 
"  Ye  have  drunk  enough,  gallants,"  she  said,  resolutely,  "anid 
I  don't  know  how  I'm  to  oe  paid.  There's  the  colonel  here 
owes  me  a  three  months'  score,  and  I  have  never,  as  I'm.*  a 
Christian  woman,  seen  an  angel  of  it." 

"  Nay,  now,  woman,  what  foolery's  ikas  P"  said  Bloody 


-^^KKfmid  jQQ.  shame  me  before  mv  g^esiv  P  l^hoa  «halt  be 
poiiC'i^ix^  ffood  lime^  and  meaj^wnile  dost  tbon-not  owe  m^ 
.ii,i;^,vfo]r  lapping  my  cheek  thift  mom  till  it  blushed  !*' 

And  seizing  the  hostess  by  her  shoulders  and  stout  waists 
BlpodinJ^ial^d  a  Y&ey  hearty  jalute.  This  seemed  to  mollify 
Mvk  Tepiperance,  and  calling  him  a  '' deceivous  honey  of  a 
msa^"  wi  l^es  huaban4  ''  bji  ugly  little  snoozHng  porker/' 
shje  picbod  up  the  broken  punch-bowl  and  made  her  ecdt, 
iM^^tpity  thee, . Blood,"  said  Wilmot;  "'tis  a  penance  to 
wipe  out  naif  thy  sins,  haYine  to  kiss  such  %s  for  thy  board." 

**  I  Wjpi|Jdii^1»ior.  my  life,*  added  Eowley,  groaning.  , 
.,ffl^aiih,,J^\ir^.fftWQ&.<»a,^  afford  to  say  so,"  replied  4he 
colonel, "  seeing  you  have  iJie  pick  of  London's  fairest  ladies." 
,  "i^Why,  man«'  thou  nuist  be  enviable  by  the  king  himself, 
fH^auritB  aa  ha  ia  among  tiie  fair  English  dames !"  exclaimed 
g]0;9d&J)fuv^, awaking  &om  a  long  reverie,  during  which  he 
4at>^0iite]iiplatuig  Mervyn's  countenance. 
1,  "  JSUy^  (^v^y  X  am  not  so  much  to  be  envied,  an'  it  were 
all  known,"  muttered  Sowley,  in  a  discontented  tone,  "  for 
vb|kt>  says  old  James  Shirley  P  my  father,  that  had  not  wit 
^a<>9^,to  keep  hia  head  on  his  shoulders,  loved  him  well. 

"  The  glories  of  oar  birth  and  state 
,..  ,;    .  Are  shadows,  not  sub " 

;.  "  Gradually !  what  manner  of  chant  is  this  for  AlsatiaP" 
0(io]auned  a  new  voice,  and  following  Mrs.  Temperance*  and 
th0  ||midb-bowl,  entered  an  exceeding^  handsome  young  man, 
wearing  the  uniform  of  the  king's  guard,  but  apparenuy  dia- 
{»^0r^m  some  recent  scuffle. 

,  *'<OoQd|ibw,  gentlemen,  excuse  me,"  said  Mrs.  Temperance, 
{filnd^edf -I 'Cannot  help  it.  This  young  gentleman  comes 
me  rovstering  in,  and  understanding  what  good  company  ye 
tRfrre  %  the  tmglmg  of  your  glasses " 

/.(Y  Qh«imake  naj^j^rdonnez'tnois,  good  hostess,"  intermpited 
tiia-.j'^ting  Q^icer,  "  all  rogues  are  brothers  in  Alsatia.  I 
have  just  Killed  my  man  in  £[olbom,  and  ran  here  fgr  shelter, 
^eve  I  know  that  virtue  never  lacks  it — ^tiU  my  firiends  make 

'  1  V^  Thou  killed  thy  man  I  surely  thou  hast  begun  early,  my 
4tohing  Made!"  exclaimed  Bowley.  '' But  no  matter  I  JU 
I  siiid  before,  an'  ike  devil  come  he  is  welcome.  Bring  him 
a.  taokard,  mother  Temperance<r^nam^  but  not  thing ;  but 
that  is  the.i^e's  fashion." 

'*  What  had  the  man  done  to  rouse  thy  wrath,  thou  sweet 
epitome  of  the  times  P"  said  Wilmot.  **usA  he  trod  on  thy 
com,  or  sworn  that  thou  lackest  beard,  as,  by  my  blue  garter, 
thou  dost  most  smockishly !" 
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"  Nay,  not  so  T^ad  as  that,  or  I  had  eaten  him  too,"  TepKed 
thfe  young  homicide  ;  ***  he  but  called  my  mistpess  no  bettei' 
than  she  shonld  he,  and  it  was  the  tmih  too  ;  bnt  it  Bxiited 
not  with  mine  honour  to  hear  it  said." 

"  And  prilfcee  what  green  girl  hath  thee  in  leafing,  for  lack 
of  a  monkey  T"  said  Wilmot. 

"Oh,  I  can  tell  yon  she  is  none  of  y0nr  jsrmall fty,"  said 
the  officer.  "  I  know  two  great  men  that  have  Hhown  a  great 
deal  of  folly  to  win  her  smiles,  and  there  is  a  third,  a  very- 
great  man  mdeed,  who  would  ^ve  the  world,  ati'  it  were  in 
his  ^ffc,  to  keep  her  feithfoUy  his." 

*'lEere*8  some  new  scandal  of  our  virtuouii  oottrt,*'  said 
Eowley,  winking  at  his  companions.  "  What  nobles  areliiese 
that  do  affect  thy  Dulcinear  Are  they  of  the  rogues  in,  or 
the  roffues  out — court  or  country — speak  !** 

**  0£,  ^ey  are  notoricwB  for  being  anyiMag  that  halih  a 
relish  of  villany  in  it,"  replied  Uie  fugitive,  **  To-day  they 
arie  for  the  king  and  court,  but  what  tney  may  be  to-morrow 
depends  on  the  winds  and  weather.  Yet  men  say  they  hare 
good  bead-pieces,  and  they  are  reputed  (though  it  may  be 
falsely)  to  be  the  sons  of  two  notanous  profligates,  my  fords 
of  Buckingham  and  S^K^hester/' 

"  Villain,  thou  liest !"  exclaimed  botii  Wilmpt  and  Villiers, 
starting  up  and  clapping  their  hands  on  liheir  swords. 

**  Peace,  gentlemen  I"  exclaimed  IRowley,  laughing  heartily. 
"  And  you,  sir  soldier,  restrain  your  chcSeric  valcrur,  when  5! 
teD.  you  that  these  worshipful  squires  are  servants  to  those 
two  great  lords,  and  love  them  so  well  that  they  hold  nothing 
dearer  in  earth  or  heaven.*' 

**  Oh,  I  thought  by  their  look  they  coxdd  be  nothing 
better,"  said  the  officer,  contemptuously,  and  sheathing  his 
half-drawn  sword. 

"*'  Sit  down,  sir,  and  drink  to  the  drowning  of  all  unkihd- 
ness,"  exclaimed  Ilowley.  "  Odds  fishl  he  takes  me  sharp 
enough  on  the  word!  But  prithee  what  great  man  do  you 
speak  of,  and  what  is  your  lady's  name,  that  we  may  drmk 
her  health  in  a  bumper  P" 

"  That  is  a  secret  everywhere  but  in  our  mess-room," 
replied  the  young  officer.  **  But  I'U  not  drink  your  punch 
for  nothing,  for  111  teach  you  to  reform  your  singing.  Is 
that  doleful  ditty  of  Shirley's  a  song  for  Alsatia  P  Aid  when 
there's  so  choice  a  novelty  composed  by  that  rogue,  Sedley  ? 
Listen  to  it,  and  join  chorus :  ^tis  very  wicked  and  jjleasant." 

He  then  sang,  in  an  extremely  sweet  but  feminine  voice,, 
the  following  song : — 


A  WICRBT  ijr  AtSATIA.  1^5 


THE  JOI/LY  WHITE  FRIARS. 

*'  We  ave  aU  jdUy  firiare—w^  met,  brother  tegue ! 

Though  the  name's  out  of  fashion,  the  tiun^'s  mnch  in  irogroe ; 
-  •  For  striEp'A  of  the  sorplice,  the  robe,  or  the  sword, 

1918  devil  can^  tell  a  whipped  thief  fh)m  my  lord ; 

And  if  truth  may  be  £ung,  if  *twete  not  ibr  the  namgy 

My  lady  and  Bess  are  extremely  the  same : 
«  So,  iciSfy  IVhite  Frian,  our  toast  ehimk  from  never— 

Beve'8  suxsoess  to  aH  rogues— Wine  and  Womeaior  ever ! 

"We  are  ail  Jdly  &iaa^~ne*er  blush,  brother  inme ! 
'TU  a  title  aw  cemmonand,  old  .as  the  grave ; 
If  the  priest  call  you  infidel,  laugh  in  his  iiace, 
'    And  ask  him,  what  were  lie  without  his  grimace^ 
If  the  soldier  call  coward,  the  lawyer  cry  thief, 
.     ,  :A0k  them  both  what  they  are  witliout  jred-coat  or  brief. 

So,  jolly  White  Friars,  our  toast  will  fail  never— 
Here's  duccesff.  to  fill  roguea—Wlne  and  Women  foar  ever!  *' 

"A  very  good  song,  and  very  well  svokg"  said  !Rowl^, 
eyeing  the  yoimg  ofEeer'witk  a  ludierons  nuxtnre  of  dnmken- 
meBB  aii4  c(erio6i%.  '*  Bat  prithee,  there'0  a  sweet  fellow  of 
thine  inches,  do  tell  ne  wluit  weitcii  is  this  whom  iiiOBe  two 
crewt  lcn<dB  oSeotP  111  never  betray  thee;  thou  Jcnowest 
Siere  ifi  hcmonr  asmoag  thieves,  and  w^hocKrer  tmsts  me  .trusts 
a  rogue," 

"Sfay,  youth,  it  were  -no*  oOBBdnamfc  to  the  excellent 
iionour  of  thy  reoent  murther  and  future  -espectatioiM^  to 
-^tray  thy  laay's  confidence,"  said  Villiers,  eagerly. 

''  Ix^,  she  told  it  not  in  oonfidenbe ;  all  liie  town  nmy  know 
but  her  foolish  Limberw^,"  replied  the  offioer,  laughiug. 
"^  liocik  here — ^I  show  it  in  all  eompasiieB — -'tifi  a  present  she 
made  me  'this  mondnff,  laughing  -very  heartily  at  the  fond 
Solomon  who  gave  it  her  scarce  an  hour  before !"  Ajad  he 
threw  down  a  diamond  amdet  of  (exquisite  workmanship  and 
io^aiioy. 

"  A  present  to  thee  !"  exdaimed  Eowley,  snatohiag  at  it 
'fieroelv.  **  ^Why,  thou  girl-faoed  popiajfry,  ihov.  liest  wone 
4^030.  ike  Blade  One !  A  present  to  thee  1  Bogue,  thou  hast 
stolen  it." 

"  Stolen  it  I  I  soom  the  »fW)rd,"  replied  the  officer,  con- 
temptuously, "  and  but  that  I  see  jou  are  mildewed  with 
liquor — why,  I  tell  you,  man,  Hjwus  Mistress  Gwyn  that  giwe  it 
me,  swearing  she  would  never  have  parted  with  it  but  to  a 
Jaltow  of  my  infinite  merit." 

^**  What,  Nell  Gwyn — ^NeUy  Grwyn  T"  exclaimed  !RowW, 
Btdttering  with  rage.  "Why  lien — I  say — odd's  life.  Til 
neiver  «tand  it!  GKve  me  the  bracelet,  boy,  aaid  1*11  «ee 
thee  hung  y^  an*  I  be  not  B^^lf.' 


tt 


SB  "wsansrsLiASts. 

'  ^  Ooly  ^th  <  ay  -^Sit  will  I  sumasder  it/*  rd»^tolF  tiie 
vonth,''piiliing1ihe  brfloelet'a&  his  bo9om»  tmd  oockiki^  Mir 
nat  iiixrody.  .       t^   ]*»«> 

"  Why,  then,  with  thy  life,"  returned  Bowley,'^  mki&i^v 
Buocessfal  cfl;tch.  " '  And  nofir,  oa-  thou  wouldst  win-  it^itaiik, 
oqt  with  thy  rapier.  I'll  not:  ehow  ihe  white  £istlie^  ioiiwiL* 
as  the  iohidkeA  mou  hast  killed  by  sorpriseLf'  ■  \..    /.    ^  ^  -  >•  •*->:, 

'*  Many/  Tm  tized  of  kiUing  for  this.  8im4et^f'iMiki.4di» 
officer,  carelessly.     *'  But  now  you  know  the  lady's  siaidoev 

gentlfmen,  yousureiy  hav^not  tne  confidjene^ittiifen^'vliat  I 
a^e  asserted  of  yo«Lr— of  yoo^  fUse  Bolilesih  fosiy^'^flte  hn^ 
disffnkwd  so  mooh  by  these  beggar's  blotHes-^yec  aveih  jioiB^ 
earl's  mantles.**  ■■  .•»■-.  ^Jif;  Kt .;.  i-j)  ;ju'«?^v. 

"  I  will  not  brook  so  base  a  libel  in'  thiv^^^iKSdaCBiP.  ex- 
daimed  Villiers,  springing  up  and  drawin^.h&swQ]^-^  oi'  r   «o 

'^  'Tis  a  scandal  on  human  nature,"  said  Wih«ati,<  >dwuHny 
his  blade  simtdtaneously.  .'   *    .  ^-j  •:  yji;  ;.,  j ->.-! 

**•  fie  on  you,  g«ntlemen !  the  odds  ore  not^  fairy  'and  I'll 
stand  on  the  youth's  side,"  said  Claude,  flashingy hJB-xFwmdJ 
out,  4uid  waving  it  in  a  graceful  flourish.  v^     >n}  ' 

"  And  I'll  throw  this  bottle  at  anybody's  h^ad  ihfed;  tonohmd 
him,"  exclaimed  Mervyn,  seizing  a  deeaBter,  iui<| 'Idpeduxigl 
seitfiet  with  indignation.  .^ 

"  Faith,  brothers,  thanking  ye,  I  need  no  aid^"  Baid^'liie 
offioer,  with  perfeet  Bcmg-frM.  **  Til  make  mineemeAi  of  hxmi 
who  stirs,  for  or  against  me — skewer  ye  ^i  my  s^EGrdvilike' 
kidneys.  Zounds,  sirs,  do  you  think  I  am  to  be  l^ullied  by  a 
parcel  of  poor  knaves  in  a  Kam-alley  tavern  ?*' 

**  Why,  what  proof  canst  thou  allege,  rogue !  that  we— • 
that  I,  Buckingham,  could  ever  so  betray  my  royal '^iSiiBSte^F^ 
exclaimed  Yilliers.  '      jT 

>^*  Or  that  IP"  shouted  Wihnot.  '  -  l  .m>jt»..: 

^  Why,  since  you  challenge  me  to  the  proof,  ^iiif 'lok^^< 
here  is  one  not  easily  refuted,"  said  thd  seeoBhg  'dfl^i^;^ 
laughing,  and,  taking  off  his  hat,  he  shook  a  shower  of  Hiik^ 
golden  ringlets  over  his  beautiful  face.  ''Ye-MiiyMare, 
sweet  gentlemen,  but  methinks  I  should  be  able  io  rMior^^ih^^ 
trctth  concerning  NeU  Gwyn's  swee^earte,  eh  P"  '''    •  ^  ^ ' ' 

"  Why,  Nell,  Nell,  'sKfe,  what  mainner  of  wild  priuik^lifc- 
this  F*  exclaimed  Bowley,  dropping  his  sword'. 

**  Why,  dhaj'les,  Charles,  what  manner  of  wild  prank  ift^ 
thiflP"  returned  the  eccentric  beauty.  "Are  yon  ttotiMl' 
squire  of  Alsatian  P  Is  fhis  a  proper  <plaee  for  the  majesty  <^' 
England  to  harbour  in  P  Shame  on  ye,  lords,  to  bring  jaeBC- 
king  to  these  roguish  haimts  of  yours,  and  peril  the  safety^  ^■ 
England  on  the  point  of  some  rude  tavemer's  sword !" 


'9{^  JSIafi^  Nell,  thou  art  tihe  indifi«areet<^t- creAtove  I'*  «jaca- 
laik^tiiti  iang,  oatchiztg  ker  in  ]u8  a£ma,  - "  lAii^'the^woetest 
officer! — but,  Nell,  these  rattlesome  pranks  of  ^Jme  'vriUb 
mjo.ibee  soma  dfty/' 

,  iHjJSH-U  jfQUible  I  ave  yon  the  kiii^,  Mr.  Jtowlej  P''  eK« 
aiftincd  CSradia.  -  "-But  .!rag  or  jcobbler,  .^ou.  aro  u  headj 
good  feDow,  and  thati>  .bettor «  8weet  nustreas  Neil,  I  dk^ 
aohiTiieiid  inof.  na.  a  riometiiae  i  jflqiiaintanee,  to  your  nrecol- 
lectikai."  vi  ;•     •■].• 

1  ^.^ilaic^>€la»^d6^iiikiii:.ai*t'a  good  fellow- too  in  thyiRay/* 
nid  iiieokicg^'  riaisig  nitb-  dignii^.  ''  But  for  aU  tltat^  if  I 
«»to%  L&ecGia^BKy  sb^viff's  idpMies,  tkoa-  slulfc  a«^  oeriaisJ.y> 
swing  for  it  as  the  sun  sets  that  day." 
-x^i  JuiMt&ai^esyithou  art.' a  better  fellow  ihan-  nine«>t6nth8 
of  the  r(%B6t'  tiuit  wear  orow&s/'  relied  Claude,  who  wab 
il^ndbuflito^daaled/  '  '^  But  if  Icatoh  thee  alone,  and  ease  Uiee 
not  of  thy  purse,  the  sun.  shall  never  rise  that  morrow." 
[:*lJk)meod  scarce  worth  the  pains,"  said  Charles,  good- 
itmaoBredly ;. . 

"  But,  sweet  mistress  Nell,  beseech  you,"  said  Wilmot,  in 
hnriiHoat  WiiftdMibing  tone,  "  you  do  not  mean  to  accuse  us  to 
hiaoteytoty  of  such  treasonP" 

'*  Yea,  and  half  the  men  of  the  court,"  replied  Nell,  wilih 
a)  it)gukh  look,  which  made  both  the  nobles  smile  ajad  colour 
tOfD'.  "Bat  the  best  of  ye  got  but  a  tart  speech,  or  it  ma(f 
liBi:th4:tag^iidof  an  old  song  for  your  pains — 


*  *"  ■'    '   '  "  Uay,  never  blush,  brother  knave ' 


*Ti8  a  title  OB  common  and  old  OB  the  grave  !** 

sntig^f^QiOff.  / 

**  Tut,  sirs,  I  forgive  ye — ^ye  are  men  like  the  rest,"  in- 
terrupted Charles.  "  But  it  is  full  time  we  were  wagging. 
l^^,:th^u  jbsfit  brought  me  back  to  my  senses.  B^res 
inp^)9kpa..li]^0U9pruce litUe  soldier— hast  any  conveyance  at 

^mAr^  ^ .     .  . 

.  A' JMyvbm^ge  -waits  at  the  stairs  below,  and  the  me^i  will 
]q;^P{w  ^kono  oil  us  .in  these  disguises,"  replied  Nell ;  "  so  let 
us  to  Whitehall  with  all  diUffence !  'Tis  a  bet  between  me 
aftd  JPiy  il^y  Caatlemaine^  aud  I  have  won  it." 

*'  Come  with  us»  lords^"  said  Charles,  smiling^  **  Farewell, 
Xlpi^i  xob  only  rogues,  and  the  whole  human  race  are  thy 
b^^^ers.  Blood,  look  to  thy  nephew  :  see  how  heavy  sleep 
hfiiigs  on  his  fine  eyes;  and  brmg  him  with  thee  to  court, 
wbei^  ^ou  art  sumciently  out  of  trouble  \o  come  there 

l£ese  words  broke  up  the  disorderly  revelry^    The  king. 


1^  W«I*EFEIAaS.  . 

kts  cburtiers,  and  Nell  Owy^i,  took  their  way  dewn  iiielPriary 
to  embsxk  for  Wliitekafl ;  and  miiie  host  beii^  roased,  yras 
•with  difficulty  made  to  ttndertffcand  that  lie  was  to  prepare  a 
bed  for  the  youne  kid,  as  he  called  him.  A  truekle-bed,  in  a 
garret  destitate  m  all  othiefr  fumitTire  save  rats,  two  er  three 
'oM  saddles,  and  some  bundles  of  hay,  was  them  prepaired  ifbr 
Merryn ;  but  miserable  m  waft  the  acociaamodation,  he  was  so 
exhausted  witli  &iague  and  drink,  that  he  droppied  asleep  the 
instant  he  lay  down  upon  it.v 

Blood  and  Ihival  prolonged  their  feflfeival  to  a  laWrlioiir ; 
Mrs.  Temperance  was  snoring  on  the  «t«rre,  rand  oM  "Simon 
"^himself  literallTj^l^  asleep  with  a  lighted  oan<Se  m.^s  %i3id, 
on  the  threshold  of  Mervyn's  garret.  Ludcily,  it  was  extin- 
guished in  the  Ml,  and  the  night  passed  w^h  marvellouB 
iranquillity — ccmsidering. 


CHAPTEE   XX. 

3I2CE  TTKKA/FirBAX  IfiQXJEQSB.. 

Late  qn  the  following  morning,  Mervyn  was  awakx^ed  hy 
1h&  entrance  of  some  perBon  into  Mb  garret,  and  starting  up, 
he  s£pw,  with  ^bizs^led  ^yes,  a  figure  whi(^  h^  at  first  nuErtomc 
^oir  a  Jew.  It  was  dothefl  in  a  loi^  manlile  of  ^reen  baize, 
with  a  slouching  Spanish  liat,  and  ^1^  a  "short,  gnzsly  beard, 
though  the  eyebrows  w^re  unnaturally  black.  A  sort  of 
pedler's  pack  was  tflimg  on  his  back,  containing  a  few  articles 
such  as  the  Jews  at  that  period  were  wont  to  hawk  about  the 
streets. 

"  Get  up,  boy,'*  he  said,  in  a  "tone  which  Mervyn  instantly 
recognized.  "  It  is  late,  and  good  luck  is  waiting  for  you.  I 
intend  to  introduce  you  to  a  most  noble  lady,  a  friend  of 
Inine,  who  may,  perdianee,  put  you  in  a  way  of  advance- 
ment.** 

"  Colonel  ^lood  I  *'  exclaimed  Mervyn,  with  an  involuntary 
shudder. 

"'Thou  marvellest  to  see  me  tht^  *guised?'*  Bsidiiie  colonel. 
"  The  truth  is,  i  dare  not  step  out  ot  the  Sanctuary  without 
'^ome  precautions.  But  make  no  delaj;  dress  thyself,  and 
join  me  suddenly  in  the  room  below,  where  1  am  break- 
fasting.** 

Mervyn  obeyed,  though  with  a  reluctance  which  increased 
with  every  reflection  tlmt  he  made  as  he  proceeded.  The 
events  of  the  previous  night  swam  in  his  memory  like  a 
dream,  and  for  some  moments  he  could  scarcely  think  it 
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otherwiBB,  90  improbable  ^d  it  appear  to  him  titat  the  Icing 
aaid  ttobles  df  eo  great  a  comitry  as  England  could  ikxis 
degradB  tibeir  digni^. 

ISood,  however,  aJlorvred  him  but  little  tuiae  to  inflect  :oii 
biB  situation.  He  shouted  to  hvft\  to  come  dcmn,  in  n  karsL 
voice,  -vrMck  he  dared  xiot  disobey.  He  &»md  a  substantial 
breakfast,  which  i^eff  partook  in  ahnost  tcrt;al  silence,  and  i^en 
Blood  made  preparatKms  ^r  a  sortie.  Mervyn  watched  his 
toilet  wil^  seiEie  cariceity.  He  p^  on  a  wis  which  ^11  in 
Ions;  matfod  locks  an.  his  shoulders,  a&d  imi£fed  up  his  Jaws 
with  an  old  'shawl,  so  that  little  was  visible  but  his  oeroe 
e^es.  Then,  aUber  a  moming-drati^t  with  little  Simon,  £kej 
took  theiir  way  down  Wat€Rr4aMe.  The  colenel  took  a  boat 
«t  "tibe  stairs,  and,  giving  the  usten.  directions  wliece  to  go, 
firtarerfeched  himself  lazily  at  the  mxfw,  vrhile  Mervyn  «at  silently 
watohing  t3ie  briffiant  play  of  me  sun  4m  the  waters. 

Aumeiie  House  was  ihe  p^e  named  by  Slood,  which,  as 
he  had  heaad  l^e  name  befexre,  xuider  pecdsttr  tax^umstaAces, 
rather  excited  Mervyn's  attention,  l^ey  kftded  at  West- 
minster-staifB,  whence  Mood,  he^mg  a  sh«rp  look  oat  on  his 
youn^  companion,  turned  down  a  series  of  streets  and  gardens 
— p€fl3iaps  wMi  a  view  *o  bewilder  hiiii^-«&d  emerged,  at 
length,  before  a  lordly  msnsioli,  whose  gardens  desee&ded  to 
the  river.  It  was  of  an  antique  sMe  of  ardutecture,  rich, 
and  elaborate,  tike  that  which  <mBtin^nii^ed  the  era  of 
fi^enry  YII.,  and  was  envircmed  with  all  the  appurtenances 
of  the  highest  rank  and  luxury.  Embroidered  porters  opened 
t^  ^ate,  and  a  crowd  of  menmls  appeared  m.  ute  hall  be^nd, 
gaming^  or  plajing  on  musical  instrasientB,  appairently  for 
their  own  amusement. 

Mervyn  was  snrprised  at  the  ease  with  which,  they  obtained 
admilftanDe  to  this  palace.  Blood  merely  muttenz^  a  feweaba- 
Hstieal  words  to  the  porter,  as  dxey  passed  as&to  ^e  haJl.  A 
nimble  page  instancy  daited  before  them,  to  aimouiice  t^ir 
approach,  and  4hey  followed,  in  sil^aoe,  Ihrough  a  series  of 
anticfoe  but  very  magnificent  apartments.  l%ey  paused,  at 
length,  at  the  entrance  of  an  apartment  defended  by  a  lar^e 
gili^d  screen,  where  the  page  moiaoned  them  to  wait  ms 
retura. 

Blood  amused  himself,  in  the  mean  time,  by  peedbog  be- 
tween the  chinks  of  the  screen, — an  example  which  Mervyn 
followed.  He  perceived  a  room  of  great  extent,  lihe  walls  of 
whieh  were  of  dark  oak,  elaborately  carved,  and  broken  into 
deep  reoesses  of  emblazoned  windows.  At  the  farther  end 
was  a  projecting  fire-place,  also  most  richly  carved  in  oak,  hi 
which  was  a  bnght  me  in  a  silver  grate,  moulded  to  repre- 
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embroodi^mg  lao^  ixi:  a  &*aiiid.  Xdttie  of  h^  ccmntemaoLO^ 
could  <be  difioemed,  but  Merrjqi  sow  that  she  waJspaidL  ;ifii^ 
dress  was  extremely  rich,  consktmg  of  black  vel^et^laneddlt 
g(M  to  the  kmee ;  w^  from  the  &8h  of  the:  five»ligM/6cca- 
sioiialXy;he  thoaglidb  she  wore  many  and  rich  jeftrfiU.  ^Mtitvyii 
watobm  the  page  as  he  rerexieiKtLy  approadned^.a^disAtr^iyuflr 
the  iady  fltaorted  at  the  name  he  ipronoimoec^jaLd  ifpaamtki 
suddenly^  he  behdbd  a  comutfrnfltnoe  <n  great  bcautifUbuf  ds»pl^ 
care-won^>  and  o^iaarkabLd  for  the  gioomstud  hai^teamioiii^ 
^s^^esfiiooa* :     ■        •  .     -  •.,■■-!   I  vjv\  <•..;■'//  - 

The^  page  returned  instaatlyf  with  a  message,  that' ^hmLiaiSjr 
Howaia  deaured  Maetetr  Isaac  to  a|^rciadi>  with  his  ieft^tem 
drug,  whidi  he  said  was  so  excellent  tb-esfoJse  diefipi^  Pasumu^ 
iMCeryyn  to  tarry  with  the  jnaek^Blood  ateppedjfeehlyifdDtaisS 
leaving  the  youth  in  his  distant  station  benind  ih^BaBBiiLiii    t 

At  axst,  Mood  feigned  to  moTe  up  the  ehambdr  ^walfi^  &e 
slow  step  and  decrepit  bend  natand  to  the  agteihamssfotifidL^* 
hot,  when  out  of  ear-shot>  he  suddenly-  reanm^  -hki^raUL 
stride,  and  approai^ed  the  ladjr  without  any  of  thQde^rar0¥ 
rential  observances  which  her  lugh  rank  seemed' to^demaaidL* 
It  appeaared  as  if  she  noticed  this,  £cx  she  waved  her-haad  im- 
patiently, and  said,  "  f^end  Isaac,  methinks  if  #e  hav^^^* 
dinseryers,  thou  art  near  enough  for  thine .  assume  txffieasj 
Pidthee,  what  new  mystery  is  this?  What  drag  ^hathlii^ 
peamicious  hand  gathered,  to  lay  balm  on  a  bte^gdi^eonv 
science?"  ;.,  •■'•.,•■'■:;  -•  ;  >! 

"  I  come,  madam,"  replied  the  pretended  Jew^i  '^tt^i'anr^ 
some  small  sup|>ly  from  your  generosity,  to  baffle. fdrcLftibne 
the  fangs  of  famine,  whicn  are  ready  to  sei;)0  emilie.ViMkT  bu  r. 

"  I  ha;ve  told  you  already,  Mr.  Mood,  you  hatb  wisiiaAsted 
bjot^  my  compaasion,  and  the  meaas  of  gratif3angt3;,!>'j3BpiEa& 
the  lady.  "You  know  well  whelher.or  mot  Iibafie^egfiBidf 
thter-4l%e  semce^-whieh  it  was  my  direManisfertunetti^ieed 
at  your  hands ;  and  you  are  but  too  w^  awatethatuny^Loudi 
Howiard's  extraya«(aixee8  leave  me  but  little  erejiloriBindJO^ni 
u^est  w,aats,  ana  the  maintenanaB^  of  his  gpeat  byouaeholdaoB 
<jannot  supply  the  exixtavagance  of  aJl  the  mad  prdflij^t^a'^iiil 
Iiond^ft  I  preaitfne*  Mr.  Blood»  you  will  nextxsomiBiai^d  me 
to  give  bail  befere;t^e  parliament  on  your  notablb  causer  jvitio 
his  erace  of  Ormonde  r  •     ..„.^,.}....,.. 

•^^lifetiblnks.  my  serriees  might  demand  even  thatiti^am- 
pence,  madapi,;"  replied ;  the  colonel,  resolutely^  '^^  Wfaot  is .% 
that ^thtgiy^o)  you  the  happiness  andfireedom^youciwfefeent 
lif0  P-rrtibis  ^rgeou».  palaiee^^these  ample  revenue^-^Hbhe!  lalain 
you  loye  p.    Where  were  you  now,  but  for  one  bold  hand  and 
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tynJHnglikig-  hnmrfc  P — ^In  laief,  kdy*^  I'SMiflt-  liaTr-moiite}^  and 
ypygaimotin  grati<nide^*-yt>u  dure  not  in  -peAwy-^ref^me  m&f 
Wbat  Lboed'  k  a  mere  trme,  to  preserve  an  oid  ^end  from 
staiaailbnHMilyBokite  stftrvation  V* 

■i\*^Mhji\tw6  -piBGett  of  copper  a  da^  imfkt  do  thstj'^  rdpHed 
Itoitdy,  tiitterly^  '^Bnt  I  know  you  too  weU,  Blood,  to 
tybir/tntyoa:  limit  jpqr  demaiids  to  an  andiorite's  prayer. 
IpoiiHi^  a>(mail^i>f  ^irit,  lead  a  gfay  h.ie,  have  your' ^nmity  in. 
trigtneb  lu'lBntv  mty  %  teil  yon,  I  will  lao  longer  be  ^e  slaves  df 
yDni'mtnutBeBLi  ^  Bo  yoor,  worst  t^^what  oan  yon  do  F" 

"  What  can  I  do  P"  repeated  Blood,  with  a  dark  smile.  *'  1 
yifikiiuiii^^iiUi'Jadji '  1  can,  with  a  breath,  a  word,  preeipi- 
imt»]fmLhikati'mQiii^;  laagnifie^oe,  hoBO«r,  and  loT^e^-^intb 
wev(^^  sfafOBe,  detesttftion!  The  heir  of  Anmerle-^the 
^iitfal'l»^i^Iiine8^'iiild  X  hare  it  in  my  power  to  restore  him 
to  alhyson^titB  "  >'■   ■ 

'iiHTtism'iaM^  Unearthly  villain,  thon  liest !"  exclaimed  the 
colKatB8ii^>taimiDff  dieadlv  pale.  "The  heir  of  Amnerle  was 
(faknhied-tHbnisiMk — whelmed  at  once  by  fire  and  water !  Yon 
y»iindfy'iiio]l8ter,  asinred  me  6f  this,  with  all  the  pledges 
thaliiHRild;  bhid  even  the  fiend  to  troth." 

j<  Aadeo  Xtib-onght  myself  at  the  time,  lady,"8a«l  theeolonel, 
(^Uyi; z'^Bnt  I  was  deceived.  It  was  an  ancient  and  good 
maaiim  bf  ike  Oardinal  Bichelien,  never  to  believe  his  enemy 
todtOi  he  saw  his  carcass.  Who  ever  fonnd  th^  body  of  the 
TOQng.'iRbgi]i]ildP  No,  lady,  I  warn  you.  The  waves  and  fii« 
We  given  up  their  prey,  and,  in  the  sunt's  language,  he  may 
pecdttfu^e  preTe-^-<the  avenger  of  blood ! " 
"ft  Mekhinkn  that  were  small  advantage  to  you,  odond," 
said  Lady  JSon^rd,  with  a  spasmodic  smile. 
i  '^  AadbatiUdciss  to  you,  madam,  for  you  have  more  to  lose,'* 
SBffiriHEGd.BlDod*  *'And  sorely  the  hand  that  i^iarpens^e 
^fnM^is^iHii^flty  as  liiat  which  plunges  it  P"' 
l/f'^iidaveioeeit  >bui  too  nmch  accustomed  to  thb  language 
^ronuygur'mbiith  to  resent  it,"  said  the  countess.  ''  But  who, 
^fl^^maiisk  7>6«»'Mr.  'Shod,  would  listen  to  such  an  aeonsation 
ftoxAr  «dflii  a:  tongue?  Bst  you  say,  the  heir  of  AuMetle* 
lives! \ f, OEibtus  see  thii  heir^^where  is  he P 

ii^  Bpeal:  low,  madam,  or  he  will  hear  you,"  Said  Bloody 
^^^lidy^'  .'^Hje  is  heve,  in  this  house,  in  th^»  hail  of  his 
ancestors — a  stranger !"  •'.,... 

'*^  What  mean  you,  audacioas  msnt"  t^cclatmed  -Lady 
Howurd,'  ^th  a  quivering  spann  o£^er  whok  frame. 

''Benot  alarmed,  lady,"  said  i^ood;  "  a»  yeft  he  knowa 
i><>(Ujig  of  hds  birth,  nor  of  the  evenl»  which  have  made  Idm 
a  wieichedlbandling,  dep^ding  on  ehwrity  for  life  and  bread.'* 


couatesa,  witk  a  laiiga  in  wMek  tbfire  was  no  wjrih*  "  But 
thinik  m^.tQ  naka  in«  the  fool  of  a  somj  impostuvd.  I  oaa 
produce  against  your  new  testimoi^  that  whidb  jou,  ^i^  a^ 
the  trial  of  Claadse  Daval — tlxat  you  saw  Mm  pejast-lbr 
wludbi  tos<;raiDivr  you  receiyed  two  tbansand  pounos  ^m  uiy 

"A  ^asaAt  dociUBeut,  meihinks,  to*  be  prodm^  izt  a 
coui!<(  do  j^sitice  by  a  mother !  But  I  hav^  writings^  which« 
without  implicati^  iayfid[f»v'^odldoyjerthrow  all  youi?  def^iices. 
In  brld',  Claode  Suval  saved  the  child,  and.  tranafc^rced  it 
safely  to  St.  Omes,  ihoush»  to  baffle  our  bloodhound  scent^ 
he- stated,  at  his  trial*  that  it  peri^^ed  on  the  ni^t  of  th/B 
great-  flre^  And,  briefly,  I  ha^B  iny«agled  tho  youth  into 
my  powez,  to  be  us^  aa  I  please,,  or  rather,  madamy  as  yqu 
determine." 

^  %  see  it  all ;  'tis  a  baae  forgery,  ooisi^d  to*  extort  jxwssej,** 
said  tb0  QountesS)  vehemently.  ''  But  thinJt  not,,  Bloody 
think  not  any  longer  to  play  upon  this  strings  of  terror  in 
my  womaa's  heart ;  ^ou.  have  worn,  them  ouit.  Grod  huejp 
me  !  I  do  scarce  care  if  you  aooom|^^  i^e  worst  your  hate 
can  threatenr-whieh  methinkB  I  B\m&s  in  the  Smrmg" 

*'^Qse9  me  not  to  tha^  pass,  Lady  Howard,  or  it  will  be  iU 
for  both,"  aaid  the*  colondL  "  You  forg^  that  I  am  a  man  of 
sudden  reaolyes,  and  ihoo^  I  sold  you  the.  j/ewek  and  pre- 
cijom  docuiiiM!^  found  in  Pural's  doak,.  I  reserved  certaia 
pa|»ers  lor  mine  own  uae." 

''  Villain ! — ^but  'tier  aU  the  ooimige  of  thy  faUe.  heart !"  ex- 
cllalmed  the  eountess,  paasionat^y. 

"  Nay  then,  you  shaU  not  doubt  it ;  you  ^)aU.  see  him," 
said  Blood    " So  thwre— Ichahod  I" 

**  One  mpment.  Blood,  one  mon:ient.I"  ejaculated  tbd  Udy^ 
turning  perfectly  white.    "  la  he-— ia  he— like  him  ^  " 

''  T£»  late  eaarl— 4adge  for  yourself^"  repKed  the  colonel. 
"Ichahod!" 

Merryn  emer^zped  £rom  behind  the  sereen,  aad  advaB^d 
with  the  timidity  aod  hesitation  aatural  to  one  so  unac- 
customed  to  tbe  world,  his  flne  complexion  mantling  wiUi 
a.  deep  blush.  The  coimtess  collected  herself  by  a  atrong 
effort,  and  though  she  wafl  still  deadly  pale,  her  eyes  w€re 
flxed  upon  him  with  a  wild  intensity  which  increased  his 
con&aion.  What  thoi:^hts  were  paasinff  in  her  mind !  what 
a  confusion,  of  recollections.  I  what  vivid  contrasts  of  wpbat 
toag  with  what  might  heme  been^  as  Mervvn,,  her  disoivned 
and  only  child,  stood  \t9Sa1e  her!'  Even  SAood,  ^w  some* 
what  a&QKied  at  tiie  Length  asdl  fixedness  of  thia  aenitiiiy. 
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bnt  he  waft  too-pexfiect  a  master  q£  difwamuiation  ta  exxSer  axijr 
emotion  to  Ixi  msible. 

"  Madlaan,  he:  said,  aftet  a  mcauent's  pause, ''  here  is  tb.^ 
youBgarphaJQk  of  whoai  X  spoke*" 

*'!fiay  you,  good  youth,"  said  the  eouatesa,  huroedly,, 
''stand  forward  m  the  Hght." 

"  What  ails^  yoQ,  madam  F"  said  Blood  >  fi»,  as  the  light  &11 
on  Merrya's  face,  the  countess  uttered  a.  load  exclami^u  o£ 
surprise. 

"  EotfaisLg,  nothing !"  said  the  hdj,  shutting  her  eyes  with 
a  stroBff  shudder.  *'  Slood,  are  you  man  or  devil,  to  ga^e 
unblenoiinffly  on  that  face  P"  she  added,  in  a  sti]0ad  wfad^r. 
^' A.  cosadjr  yt)uth»  indeed^,  oa  you  say,  my  lady,"  repfeed 
the  (solonel,  in  an  vaaltered  tone.  "  Indeed  there  are  n/ot 
lacking  men  who  say  thdifi;  he  something  resembles,  your  own 
iltetewus.  family  of  Aume^k/' 

*'  What  is  your  name>  youth,  and  of  what  lineage  ?"'  s^d 
the  oountess,  after  a  pause, 

"My name  is  M^rryn,  madam,"  replied  the  youth^iua, 
Yois^  which  thriUed  through  the  countess's  nerves. 

"  Mervyn  I  ay»  but  your  Christian  name ;  surely  you  ha^e 
two  names?"  she  said,  hastily. 

*fl  never  heard  my««rfyr  called  aught  but  Mervyn,,  yet 
Colonel  Blood  says  my  Oiame  is  Ichabod.*' 

^'  What !  have  you  1^0  lather,  child  ?"  said  the  countess, 
leaning  forward,  and  gazing  ift  hi%  face  as  if  ^e  could  reqd 
into  his  ifeiy  soul;   .  > 

"  X  had  neither  father  nor  mothear^  ever  to  know  them," 
he  mipcimared.  wifli  Ao  same  IJuffermg  sadness  of  tone. 

"  l^GP  mother  1"  repeated  Lacp^  Howard*  with  a  glaaee  at 
Bloods  "  E'ov  mother !  You  hear  him,.  Blood,  and  my  heart 
does  net  break!"  coutinued  the  eountess,  in  a  low  tone  $ 
''prithee  let  him.  go»  ere  it  sweU  too  fuU  of  anguish^  asud 
burst  my  breast." 

^  MervTUy"  said,  the  colonel,  gently,.  "  the  noble  lady  likes 
yom,  aaid  may  hereafter  do  something  for  you.  j^ow  kiss  her 
ladfship*s  hsmd  and  retire." 

"N<^  no,  I  eannot,  I  may  not!"  exclaimed  the  countess, 
starttog  ^xm  her  ckaar  as  if  at  the  approach  <^  a  s^ent. 
''  On  yfomr  life,,  toueh  me  not,  boy !  X  mean,"  she  added,  with 
an  hysteric  laugh — "I  am  a&ald,  f<»r  they  saj  the  malign 
spotted  fefver  is  still  rife  in  that  unwholesome  district  vdauenee 
you  come  ;-HQOt  that  I  fear  it, — ^not  that  I  fear  it  I"  And  she 
lau^^d  long  and  wildly,  until,  sijikii:^  exhaustedly  into  her 
chair,  a  shower  of  tears,  came  to  her  refief* 

"  Sfltire^  Meryyn ;  my  lady  Howard  is  subject  to  these 


a.T.oa&^f  j^uTy  fi@«rQ  ;  ^  xnanj  years  ago  ciuB  'ldlBt)a'«D«^^ 
fdbc had  hfi Vnf^  v^d liire* h&en  mmk  of  ttvf  iiuskik'^ •'.' 
'  sMemyn  b0ir^  jakuxaUj  to  tkef '  lady^  tfad  tesum^d  la^:^ditf>' 
tidit  »talk^-l)ejbmd  t^^^  /  ^^r^  mjt^  .^.'r:  • 

<' Weill.  inad»xi»  .avQ  jou  6onTinoedP'«kid  JBicMliatr^fe 
boy  diMlppeafied,  '*'  or  zaitst'  I  htmg  'tfaose :  wrilfeii^Mpbfe  in 

tiU^  be  hia  F".  .    .         .'    •  ■,:    ;;i^.'♦lt'ov^•^•n'o^T 

.  <'.I9  tid»,  ihasti  the  draf  to*  axistoiTe .^d^iili^:>  oiifli.  ilibli 
whereof  y<>ur  ^o  ready  ri&stj  depiivbdr<me^&EreT«BRp^«aiia 
XiadTvHovliid^pasffionaielyi  :;  ,s:"'r  ^^.N^g  baA 

'^They  who  cUee  with  &te,  kc^,  tnwti:fltaiidd]iffihaB9iJtls0f 

the  throw/'  replied  he,  sigzufieairtlyv  '.^^Botrtandaoli  oBt^ib 

aadly ;  aU  may  be  well  ag^ain  if  you  batilHQlibYo  rm  V*  de&ft 

. "  Sposik — ^wWt  would  ypu  F    i  am  tine  f^as^oisipcbaimtkH 

$9^  the  eotuxtesa,  in  a  tone  of  deep  despair.  « . c  JJ-^rj  b^^rl 

"Lady  Howard/'  replied  the  coJon^  apparoKt^Mmoidkai 
moved  by  her  emotion,  "beantilol  lady  I  for  im^ildlM^ 
l^^iUipd  soul  and  Jbody,  lured  by  wl3At  laa^  I  dne  aolndbw 
remind  you !  nothing  but  my  extreme  nec^aity^shdifid  ftitet 
nt^  .to  use  this .  engine  againslj  you."  '  "    *  r  i-r'^s^  *  A 

.■:  'VWell,  what  do  ygu  need,  sir?"  said  the  ooiintesaC'is^Iha 
same  tranquil  tone  of  despair.  "  06st  what  ^  wfll^  IiaoDastr 
conceal  that  horrid 'by<>gone  i&om  Howard ;  I  oan&ot'.sfl^rdTio 
lose  the  only  hesot  that  loves  me.'-'  'JiJ  ittun 

>.  "Five hundred  guineas  Trill  deliver  you  Sbr  einfcr  i|raa^ttiv 
i^Qiportunities/' replied  Slood.  =<  -::  <v';;\tBM. 

"  Five  hundred  guineas !  Well,  it  is  bni^goid]^'ai^ae«Uti(|ii 
the  lady.  "  And  yet  Howard  but  now  crav^  a  smaller  sum 
of  me  in  vain.  But  wilt  thou  swear  to  me  (for  I  have  known 
thee  true  to  thy  oath,  through  perils  which  would  have 
dashed  to  pieces  the  &ith  of  hmiester'men)— wilt  thou  swear 
never  to  trouble  me  more  on  this  account  P" 

Blood  uttered  an  assevei^tion  T^M^h  made  even  Lady 
toward  shudder.  She  then  drew  hec  chair  .'tot-^the  dsBe, 
wi^X^  there  was  a  filver  M^andish,  and  \>egem^^wiiysiiB^'0Mm 

Sllood  cQ]9Ltinued  togaee  on  her  beautiful  ^ountenatusft^fmiihir 
nph^  j9is4t  was  Mui  violent  emotion,  was  still  ind^^eiatUHir: 
lavejy.  .^.$^4eniy."  however,  she  paiised,  and  B&m.'fAiffgtm* 
reverie  |,<tl^z^  raiding  her  eyes  to  hisrwith  wk  dx^re^oil^sa' 
emp^t^s  thf^t  it  jieeded  not  words  to  make  her  ^^^*fg'%f-^ 
pa^^t^  slie  xaun^ured  in  a  hollow,  uneE^thlji  tone,-^^rT^4lr- 
st^nd  me  TRithQi;it  speech  •  Wouldst  thou  for  twice, f<»r  i^saim^^^ 
tjhii^.  BUBa^^i^'r^^'^^c tiijj^  th49  earc-^or  emr  ?'*  •   ■.  >•, 

As  il^k^diSf^red  in  astonishment  at  het  words^  she^  di|^l>d 
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lb»nMiiiBg«f  hb  looks,  and  cx>ntiiitiMi^*=^  Nfty,  Aol  tlurt^^ 
)M«rcit;^Qarindi"  emd  the  ooantess,  liiQTie«&y'v  ttad  r^tt^ing 
into'  itidij  vdutenfeBB.  '^  Bat  there  %m  kfdset  •mesuft— tile 
^fibMaxh»r.Uf  Ohi.  Blood,  Bloody  you  kAo4  taotr  to  wi^t  mad- 
ness I  am  driven !    And  it  is  too  late  to  iiim4fa^--'ftt>&  late!'^ 

Wmk  im^tbay  be  tiie^dortined  avenger  of  hi»fflther'8 " 

,v.  ^^SnoidBFF*  said  !K)(xxl;^4»hnly  fiUing  the  pause.  "  ^it  no;  iit 
JfctoMaMf  :^M6  Unoms  aoHiinff  ofhis  birm;  snspe^tofiothi&g. 
TrauDle  yoorself  no  more  about  him;  he  shall  never  erest  dipeaaen 
fki/k  fldifi  ottndnf QIC  -fienoe&rth  yotir  t^onblea  with  both 
0&aitf'teRrafKiM«nd)  I  lota  your  lair  hand  on  mt  oath." 

And  saying  this,  the  colonel  gallantly  raised  her  haadt6 
WrfiififdlTnif^fPiriiiig^^.  la^  a  Uttld  Irish  trwrm^,  she  with* 
dresD  iloiA»«pil^£id  with  displea8u|re  visible  in  the  daric 
flash  of  her  ejrdu  llfie'sflS^Dte^  not  to  notice  this,  but  qui^tiy 
eUmmdd^ygmpet,  mid  amttering  that  he  sho«dd  hare  pre* 
ferred  gold,  bowed:  to:  the  lady's  impatient  wuve,  and  inoired 
inlsMv»(atepi'^as>"if  to  retire.  He  returned^  however,  so  sud- 
iuJkJQuMbg  coilntefS  starts. 

v'lfi Iw  jaai  ilanaedt  nuidain,*'  he  said,  in  a  deep,  warning 
tooai  HiBn^lc^ep  your  faith  with  me,  and  you  have  no  ea1lse^ 
Attempt  not  the  hfe  of  this  orphan,  fbr  if  you  do,  I  shatl 
hnbvtlMLt  fflkme  own  is  in  jeopardy.  So  long  as  his  person 
Mmaini  nhinjiired^  1  will  never  cross  this  threshold  wiHiOut 
T^ttr  .iMntiis8ie&  I  but  Hie  instant  that  is  attempted  I  will 
hunt,  harass,  let  myself  loose  upon  you !  So  look  to  it.'*  - 
fiHapn^  idois,  he  passed  into  the  antediamber;  motioned 
Mervyn  to  follow  nim,  and  passed  into  the  street,  attondod 
l9«ilda'yi|«ng  ^iotim; 

in^TfH  uci{\  tw;.  GHAPTBB     XXL  -      » 

« • 

/>:J      ti'iv',      '  THl^POPISH  PLOT. 

/^ObIs  ^itioM  i»d  Mervyn  now  directed  their  steps  west^ 
wintk  aliiii  W^e^  tarmi%  into  t^e  Mall,  when  they  tetrt  Gates 
iadinmdMitdealsi  The  two  worthies  greeted  «ach  other  with 
i4Siftfoj^ei»  V  ^d  Jei^  as  he  seemed,  the  i^6t&ij  dacUyt  did 
nbt'diicEatf'tO'take  Blood's  arm,  and  parfade  himself  aloftg,**^ 
t(r1iie-^|«Mt' admiration  of  the  passets^  who  adc)4bed  it  to 
CftriiHiMa  httmiliity,  or  conohided  W  was  making  a  convert. ' 

ll^fvh.  followed  his  benevolent  mdster  wiffi  4^  seenkingly 
voloatiMit'M^epA  of  a  man  walking  to  exeiimtion,  becii)BSe  he 
knows  tnat  ne  cannot  resist.  TSiey  now  jprbceeded  to  ai 
moiuiyit^hangei*,  who,  for  the  convenience  of  the  profligate 
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coort  and  of  his  «wn,  dwelt  ai  tiie  sign  of  the  Banaa  BaiSs,  in 
St.  Mavtin'ft  Laoe^  where  MerTyn  saw  them  present  apseoe 
of  pap^»  and  receive  in  return  a  heavy  bag  of  ^Id,  which  waa 
divided  between  them  by  the  two  dignitanea.  From  the 
iBosieY-chaAger*s  they  retamed  down  Whitehall  to- the  Mfl^ 
and  eoa^^smed  talking,  in  a  low  but  deeplj4ntere9t«d  totie. 
M^rryu  imdezetood  but  little,  of  what  ther  said;  but  he 
hetstd  Blood  inquire  if  the  yeast  were  woning ;  t^  wkkk 
question  Gates  replied  that  lOrby,  the  chemist,  had  broiosni 
me  matter  to  the  kin^«  who  affected  to  make  light  of  ib 
altogether ;  but  that  St,  Tongiie  intended  to  reaaew  the  sab- 
j«et  on  his  majesty's  momiss  walk,  which  he  ttsmaHy  attmdod 
to  leeeive  oomn&ands  abontme  ro;^al  laboratoiy. 

As  ihe  two  frs^ids  diseossed  tlus  8nb|eet,  th^  eas^teredilie 
Mdi,  where,  &om  the  mimber  of  glittering  cavalien  awl 
n^Ksked  ladies  abroad,  they  oondnded  ih&t  the  kicig  had  made 
his  appearance.  Ihey  took  a  station  nnder  a  mmberr^uti^^ 
where  some  persons  were  congregated  romida  womaasin^^g 
ballads,  and  shortly  after  Mervyn  saw  a  group  of  seme 
twenty  gentlemen,  very  richly  dressed,  and  all  bareheaded, 
a]pproa(£ing  rapidly  down  the  Mall.  Among  these  he  readdy 
dmngoished  me  tall,  swarthy  figure  of  the  king,  who  wore 
his  hat  and  a  jewelled  tuft  of  featners.  He  seemed  walkk^, 
orra^ber  8tari£ng,  at  a  rate  which  had  evidently  pot  scxme'of 
ihe  cour^rs  oat  of  breath,  and  he  looked  vexed,  which  mi^Kf; 
readily  be  aceoonted  for,  as  Dr.  Tongue  was  by  his  side,  tuk- 
ingaway  with  great  earnestness. 

The  loyal  i^roi^  appioadied,  amd  as  the  king  ^aasei 
without  observmg  them,  Blood  stepped  boldly  forward,' aa^ 
bowinff  inan  oriental  style,  exclaimed,  "  Viva;i  Sex!" 

'"  A  Polish  Jew  P"  said  Charles,  pausing,  and  looking  (at 
him  with  curiosity.  "Well — Vivat  Jud^us I  But,  Irumd, 
it  seems  if  divers  of  my  well-wishers  have  their  own  way,  you 
wiU  soon  cry  *  Vivat  *  to  tickle  a  pair  of  longer  ears.  In  bnef. 
Tongue,'*  he  continued,  turning  tOvthe  divine,  "€iie  staaitof 
your  diaeonrse  i»— there  is  a  plot  afoot  by  that  exeeedh^giy 
hasj^py  and  highly-tolersted  people,  the  CfathoMesy  to  make' « 
mtcimcy  br  cutting  my  throat,  and  ta  s^t  my  bfi^lher  cn^ftie 
Utarofo^  l%(ere  is  a  g^^<»Bl  revolt,  and  I  know  not  hownMcf 
invasions,  planned  by  Jesuits  and  others,  who  shall  be  naae* 
less.  Now  all  this  is  ^iough  to  firighten  me  oat  of  hit 
appdate^  which  I  take  not  kindfy  of  a  man  who  uaderataiij^ni 
<»tei»ifltiry,  and  it  is  altogether  too  great  a  matter  to  be  Mb- 
cussed  belbre  dinner." 

"  Please  your  majesty—,"  began  Dr.  Tongue,  wIl^i  tibe 
king  interrapted  him. 
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"Zsmi&9  nan  alive,  imdei»taadiis-*-y<>u  are  imposed  on !" 
he  txcMiBBd,  "  And  I  have  no  time  to  waste  on  any  maoi's 
foHiai  jhii  my  own." 

'^la  Gt)d's  name,  sire,  let  ns  sift  this  pretended  jplot  to  tlie 
botddm,'*  said  4he  Duke  of  Buckiagliam,  wlto  was  of  the  train. 
"We  may  cbanee  to  find  some  pearls  among  the  dsiafiii^  of 
an  oyster.  Moreor^,  it  would  do  yovir  m&jesty  incale^tble 
adr;aitage  to  hai^e  it  beiieyed  that  the  Papists  are  in  eon- 
9pifacy  against  yonr  life-'as  my  Lord  Danby  seems  to  tibpnk 
by  his  sweet  smile." 

^^  Ajsd  pending  sw^h  dangerous  eonspiraoies  and  horrible 
masaacreing  ^lots,  mj  Mege,"  said  the  Earl  of  Danby,  witibk 
his  crafty  smile,  "  the  maddest  parliament  on  earth  cannot 
lefbse  your  majesty  sappHes  for  our  present  military  power, 
and  perchance  an  increase  instead  of  a  disbanding,  seeing  we 
have  two  such  potent  enemies  to  fight  against  as  me  p<^  aaid 
the  devil." 

^V£xeeUently  good,  gentlemen,"  said  Chsrles,  seating  him- 
self in  a  rustic  diair  imder  the  mulberry-tree.  "  But  it  is 
daageocious  sport  setting  one's  neighbo^ir's  house  on  fire  to 
watm  OB;e's  own.  But  'dife.  Master  Tongue,  we  are  some- 
thing fevered  with  this  morning's  hot  tennis  work ;  and  how 
comes  it,  Boehester,  you  look  so  like  your  own  ghost  F" 

''*  I  was  at  my  derotkms  so  late  last  nidait,  sire,"  replied  the 
nobleman,  whose  complexion  was,  indeed,  ashy  pale ;  "  for  I 
am  papistieal  enough  to  be  a  joUy  friar." 

'*  So,  then,  your  majesty  wiU  run  the  gauntlet  of  these 
shoeking,  execrable,  popish  conspiracies?"  exclaimed  Dr. 
Tongue—'-  yea,  be  as  it  were  the  torget  for  a  Uiousand  unows 
shot  from  invisible  bows,  but  aU  adm^  at  your  sacred  life,  and 
bonour,  and  dominion." 

"Faith,  no,  I  had  rather  reign,  like  Jc^  Lackland,  wiih 
my  cEOwn  at  the  pope's  fooisiocp — ^Ajstichrist  as  ^ou  call  his 
reve»ence  in  yoxur  opiate  sermonB>  Tongue,"  xephed  C9iarle«» 
^aadng  with  a  smile  among  his  courtiers,  who  nad  formed  a 
naif ^ttarde  round  his  diair.  *'Why,  man,  I  nothing  doubt 
dy  tvflry  natural  wish  to  be  a  dean^  but— a  word  to  the  wise>— 
tkn  is  Hiot  the  way  to  zaake  thee  one.  I  have  not  so  mudi 
IssRveas  to  waste  it  On  every  oock-^md-bull  story  a  parson 
nuiy  chance  to  hear  in  a  fit  of  &e  muddles." 

^'  Nay,  but,  sire,  do  but  hear  the  plain  straightforward  narra^ 
tive  of  ihat  ^odly  man  and  zealous  lover  of  your  majesty's 
service,  Dr.  Titus  Gates, "  saLdTonguCj  withextremeearaestness. 

"  Indeed,  my  liege,  it  will  please  neit^r  parliament  nor 
raibble  tf  we  seem  too  remiss  in  shaking  at  least  inquiry  into 
the  truth  of  these  horrible  statements,"  said  Lord  Dsaby . 

L  2 
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"  It  \«411  tiot  do,  Dfi&by/'  replied  the  king,  lookmg  at. Mm 
with  a  significan/fc  smile.  "  If  you  mse  the  devil,  you  isqJLto 
like  the  magician's  foolish  sckolar,  and  not  being  i«bl»^i^ 
find  him-  irotk  enough,  he  will  tear  his  summbner  to  pietibfir." 

'*  We  may,  at  least,  without  danger,  examine  thdai- raii«gtrd 
witness  before  the  council,  and  set  men's  nainda  at  twA^'l'Stad 
Danby.  "  I  am  told  my  Lord  Shaftesbury  i&tends  to  ibaH^^et 
me  about  it  to-night.  Where  might  a  meesengerrjt&id  (&m 
Gates,  Tongue P"  -     vc*    oii'i 

*'  Not  far  fiN»n  this  spot,  my  lord,"  said  the divixey^'  fov^fin 
good  faith,  inethinks  I  see  him  in  tluit  tiiK)ngt6iiiheiieftv'  and 
will,  if  it  please  tou,  call  him  9-^Dt.  Oatosil*''    <  •  /   '  )i;  ->  hj^j 

"Heor! — ready  to  obey  the  eall  of  the  Loard-Aiid  itiid 
trumpet  of  Gibeon,"  exclaimed  the  rereretid  *  peraooage  ^hus 
addressed,  stepping  boldly  forth.  .  .-    .;.'.;;   'h-j 

*'  He  hath  a  rillanous  mien,*'  said  Chavlesj  dii  a  lowvoio^tte 
Danby.  "And,  moreover,  hear  ye  not P*— his  Toiee>hiiih<tiib 
saints'  twang  I — can  good  come  out  of  Naiare^F-^^^^cAiiidYbei 
reverend  sir,  your  name  is  Oaths  P"  . .  /   • 

"  Oates;  an't  please  your  majesty,"  replied .  ihe  dootkiBu 
"  The  Loard  be  praised  K>r  that  and  all  other  hisgoodnesa^iri 

"  And  your  mother,  too,  imgrateful  prodkfal  V*  aaidCSutrljeB) 
reproachfully.  "But  'tis  well  you  thank  Heaven, i ^Ough 
you  have  so  little  cause. — ^And  you  are  the  gentienuaiHjiro- 
lessing  to  have  discovered  all  these  wondixnui  secrets;! -by 
Hving  am<xig  the  Jesuits,  and  aiding  and  abetting  m  all  t&ei>r 
oonspiradies,  and  plans,  and  plots,  for  the  ovvr&rowr  of  -tiae 
relbiteed  religion,  and  a  massacre  of  nine  miflionafofinwftceiit 
prolestants  by  some  sixty  blood-thirsty  papistsiP'^' ; « « i  ••   v  i  jn  i  o 

'^I  did  live  among  them,  sire,  but  as  David  smoiiff^'fihe 
Canaanites,"  replied  Oates,  raising  his  eyes  and)pm8i£^his 
h^art. '  "But  God  and  his  holy  angels  know^nuit^I^seTQv 
changed  my  religion,  but  wc^t  amoug  l^ib  for  theoeoLfrj^uiH 
pose  of  betraying  them."  •  ui!').!  ti^^ 

'  **  Why,  then,  man  you  are  a  black  villain,  a  casseidjJ'uidBBi 
But  %hii\\c  not  I  will  offer  the  thirty  pieces  of  j  sflver  ^6i 
innocent  blood,"  said  Charles,  sternly,  v  Conie,  ..grnitkanrfr^ 
we  will  hear  no  «nore  from  such  a  peijusous  rascal;  >  Toq^ob; 
I  never  thou^t  ihee  oHicprwise  than  an  ass,  but  ;tixis:^dei]uob» 
strates  thee .  one  as  iDlearly;  ctsi  any  formula  of  algebral"  •  .1  i  >  )j;/j  ib 

"  But,  my  liegej  'the-'p«puhiee  tdll  not  be  thus  satis%d].j^' 
said  Danby.  "  We  ilrast>  not  seem  to  stifle  i^s  matter;/ oi 
should  be  soiemaly  investigated,  and  pe]:Jiaps  we  luay-flnAdit 
the  bottom  what  wiU  sei've  your  majesty's  interests.  '{E9ib 
comieE  sits^hisiev^ing,  and  if  you  have  any  proofs  tka;6iviii. 
8tietndc}»$lbi!i!^,  jprodiie^  iJietaL  there.'^^ 


(I'^iiaddufy  mj  losd,  I  do  not  piore  am«$t  moBstroue  black 
QOki^piraoT,  a  Jesuitieal,  abom^able,  popoBh-rr^^'*  began 
Qatskfiritii'Ui^baiied  efironterj. 

^^'BeiBB^'h  ve  faavekad  enough  of .  tkki  holy  ^Wnga^vA^" 
iid^ffttepited Charies.  "  DwaJsw-jif  yioii.wiUplay  wifekhot  irons, 
iatsevelmijit  ii^.yto  bioi^Tymir  migeirs.  e  but  I'll  haye  nothing  to 
<kr|#xlhafO.  -  JQomeft  xny  l<^Ddbj  we  #ill  On^  and  lea^e  this  reyere^i 
tain  to&tohhisifirooodile'i^ieg^  without  the^^ijn  oi.  ovr  iarour/' 
The  king  rose  and  moved  sharply  forward,  followed  by  the 
viholdcoQxtyja&di  Brother  Tii^s  was  left  nUmjo,  ^ct^ting  a 
fern  of^4hoiii^a]^>i0Tiw&O'«i(>ntuiued  gazing  at  him  frpta  a  m&;r 
tance,  and  whis^i^ring.*  ^  Afler  a  moment's  dieIibea*ation,;Oatiei 
tnofrlnjkliAshle^.dhdifeJQmed  the  Polish  Jew. 
-ntfjOqpMgB^^^dther  I  ©ever  pi*eker  thy  ugly  face  to  frighten 
the  devil,"  exclaimed  Blood.    "  I  see  thou  hast  not  n>und 
0doh>i»inrillia3xt  reception  M-  thy  virtues  entitle  thee  to ;  they 
diiiidydLOw  thee  asyet.^  We  shall  see  the  day  when  the' scarlet 
ladythd^jseffwiil  »hike*on  her  seven  hills  to  hear  thy  name." 
''  JS^ay,  'tis  a  fair  enough  beginning ;  the  acorn  grows  to  aii  oak 
athiati"  siiid  Dates,  wiping  his  brow.    '* I  onl^  want  to  set  the 
matterr^oatoi^  men's  talk ;  and  now  I  am  going  straight  ap  a 
wsldi-lf  Wand  before  SirEdmundbury  Godfrey,  lest  the  court 
duddelnly  8toi£e  me  and  the  ploat  together." 
"-i^lood'highiy  commended  this  notion,  but  as  he  wag  not 
ddsucms  otf  sharing  the  public  attention,  he  agreed  with  Oate9 
to^ffailtiwiftt  a 'Stance.    The  small  knot  of  rabble  had  by 
tkfib  timediMfcreased  to  a  considerable  crowd,  and  as  soon  as 
the-ddototjnosredl^ey  began  to  follow,  though  withoiakt  dis- 
tinctly com]^!ir6h<aiding  why  or  whither.    But  a  Loudon  mob 
iaiineodonntible  in  curiosity,  and  not  to  be  deterred  by  any 
tEdi^e^envdril^  ia>  grafcifymg  it.    Blood  and  HervyjEi»  wl^ose 
«im6ii;y)jw&s%abiO  strongly  excited,  mingled  with  the  in^b» 
and^^oeeaded.in  Aqiiueeeing  their  way  into  the  justipe^room*, 

Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey,  whose  name  was  dooaaed  to 
cm^)k)timgieal  a  sound  in  the  ear  of  posterity,  wa4  0&e  of 
thb  TBi^A  pBfpv^  majgistiates  of  the  day,,  and  the  ontly  one 
adunHJlnzi^eciedleanings  to  Popery  wej^e  pacdoned  by  the 
3Bo)i$iaiii'coii8idenation!.i^  the  extreme  severity  with  .which  h^ 
adwmisterBd  :the  lanraagaitost  P^piite. ,  Be  <w«fl  a  man  of 
singular'  habits,  but  of  great,  ooiocage't  and  .unsuspected  inte^ 
gmfi^  ^Se,  almost  alone  of  tSbe  ntagistrlicyy  durii^g.  the  panic 
tau^iiaiTthe  great  plague,  remmedi  in  '^e  diseased  city, 
auA'^by  his  vigorous  severity' 3^>t  order  ii9:  hift  vaat  .ana 
dd^[>erate  district.  He  wa&  knigjited  by  Qhades  for  these 
tervikKS,  and,  though  a  man  of  a  hargh  aad  m^noholy,  dis- 
position, continued  a  favourite  of  the  populaoe  thoou^  all 
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the  Changes  of  that  eventful  period,  by  the  same  inflexible 
qualities  which  had  first  won  him  their  admiration. 

Sir  Edmundbury  was  a  remarkable-lookins  mai^  and  2>ore 
traces  of  his  character  imprinted  on  his  wh(de  appearance. 
He  wa»  tall,  daark^  and  hard-featured,  but  his  height  wais 
diminished  by  a  oonstant  stoop,  aad  there  was  Bomethmg 
aerere  and  sad.  in  his  down-drawn  lips  and  knit  brow.  HS 
was  attired  with  studied  plainness,  and  wore  a  broad  hat  wtt& 
a  gold  band,  t^  large  flaps  of  which  added  a  darker  sliade  to 
his  austere  countenance.  His  hair  was  lon^,  lank,  and  iron- 
srey,  and  on  this  oeca^on  th^re  was  a  troubled  expression  in 
Sis  sunk  ^y  eyes,  as  if  in  presage  of  the  dreadM  £M^e  wliidi 
awaited  him. 

•*  What-a-m^rcy !  what  manner  oC  hubbub  i«  this,  officers  ?" 
said  1^  magistarate,  glaneing  at  the  rabble  which  tunndtnoui^' 
flooded  the  bar.  '*  What  do  ye  want,  my  masters?  Let  tike 
broken  heads  speak  first.    Fie !  a  rioter  m  canonicals  !'** 

"  Your  worship,  ndther  I  nor  these  wort^  brotlters  in 
Christ  are  such,  repEed  Oates,  loudly.  '*  x  am  come  to 
make  a  deposition  before  your  worship  and  God  Alnxi^tnr, 
eonceming  a  dreadM  plot  of  the  paupishers,  whk^  it  nsoi 
been  His  pleasure  I  should  be  the  earthly  instrument  of 
discoveringV-  ' 

**  Methmks  a  man  of  your  reverend  ^arb  should  hx^e  put 
that  great  name  first,"  said  Godfrey,  shghUy  raising  fas  hat 
at  the  word.  "  But  as  you  please.  Yet  1  had  rainier  you 
took  the  affair  before  some  other  justice,  as  you  kncmr  wi»t 
the  Tulgar  say — ^that  I  farour  papists  on  account  of  some 
kindness  rendered  me  by  his  royal  highness — ^thoug&  it  is 
felse."  > 

"  For  tibat  self-same  reason  that  your  impartialjiy  eannot  fee 
questioned,  I  haTe  selected  you  &om  all  iiie  ma^sttates  of 
this  ^at  sinM  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,"  rephed  Oates. 
"And  I  call  upon  you  by  the  oath  you  have  taken  to  ad- 
minister the  king's  justice,  to  take  my  affidavit  anent  this 
horrible  ploat  of  the  Jesuits  to  overthrow  the  church  of  Gt>d, 
and  introduce  Arbitranr  Power  and  the  Inquisition  in  1^ 
hitherto  &ee  and  gospel  land." 

"  I  do  not  refill ;  I  have  not  the  power  to.reftise,"  replied 
the  justice.  "  But  I  would  advise  you  to  w^h  well  your 
words  before  you  give  them  forth ;  for  the  beginning  of  con- 
tention is  like  liie letting  out, of  waters,  and  no  man  knows^ 
whither  they  may  go." 

"  Here  then  is  my  written  deposition,  my  testimony  a^painst 
unbelieving  Ahab,"  said  Oates,  triumphantly  proouetuff  a 
sealed  paper.    ''  I  am  ready  to  make  oath  to  &e  truth  or  all 
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tli^  cha2]?es  herein  contained,  worslnpM  sir,  and  in  j  strength 
coming  frcan  above,  will  prove  tiiem  Defeat  the  parliament  and 
pe<»le  of  England.  I  nave  been  in  the  camp  of  the  enemy^ 
ana  have  brought  such  news  as,  like  a  peal  of  thunder,  shall 
rofBse  Israel,  sleeping  on  his  arms." 

"  What  mean  you,  sjf ;  in  what  camp  ?"  replied  Sir  Ed- 
iwmdbury.  "  Am  I  to  understand  that  you  have  spied  out 
some  axmed  force  in  the  heart  of  this  kingdom,  and  come  to 
aver  the  same  by  oath  P* 

-,"  Yea,  verily,"  said  tiie  unabashed  Oates,  "I  have  spied 
oat  a^.  enemy  m  ike  heart  of  the  land — one  which  has  already 
posted  himself  in  our  citadels  and  high  places,  and  bribed  our 
watchers  on  the^hiUs  ;  an  enemy  not  armed  in  steel,  but  in 
falsehood ;  not  wielding  spears,  but  ploatt ;  not  wearing  the 
pWOTd  nor  the  helmet,  but  the  dagger  and  the  mask  : — ihe 
jesuiie !  the  Jesuits  I  I  have  dwelt  loaig  enough  in  their 
camp  to  leaxn  all  tiaeir  monstrous  treasoi^le  jjoats,  and  I 
liave  now  shaken  the  dust  from  my  sandals  as  a  testimony 
itgaixutt  them  for  ever." 

''  And,  this  sealed  paper  contains  your  depositions  or  accusa- 
tions P"  said  &ir  Edmundbury,  silencing  the  murmurs  of  the 
rabble  with  a  look.  "  It  win  not  do,  srr.  I  will  not  sujBfer 
you  to  make  oath  on  its  contents  unless  I  know  them. 
Kou^t  ahaU  be  done  in  so  weighty  a  matter  darkly.  And 
y«t  methinks  it  were  fitter  you  took  your  papers  and  youraeM' 
before  the  council  or  my  Lord  Chancellor,  who  are  frcmi  thieir 
digaitjr  BK>re  suitable  ma^trates  to  investigate  a  charge  of 
such  high  moment,  involvrng  the  safety  of  the  state.*' 

"  Your  worship  then  remses  to  take  my  affidavit  P"  said 
Gates,  and  the  mob  raised  a  clamour  which  was  deepened  by 
Blood's  stentorian  voice  shouting  what  afterwards  became  the 
war-cry  of  his  party,  "  No  Popery !  No  Popery !" 
.  This  yeUwas  instantly  echoed  in  every  variety  of  dissonant 
voice,  and  Sir  Edmundbury  turning  sharply  round,  called 
out,  "  Constables,  seize  these  brayers,  and  off  to  Bridewell 
?ith  them,  for  rioting  in  court,  in  contempt  of  his  majesty-g 
justice." 

This  threat,  and  the  known  severity  of  the  man,  produced 
iostant  silence. 

"  I  do  not  refuse.  Dr.  Gates,  since  that  is  your  name,  to 
take  your  deposition,  or  any  other  man's,"  said  the  justice ; 
''  but  I  will  not  su^r  myself  to  be  used  as  a  blind  instru- 
nient.  Bead  your  deposition,  and  take  as  many  oatha  to  it  as 
yonHke." 

Gates  asked  nothing  better  than  to  thus  throw  upon  Sir 
^dnrandbury  the  bhune  of  divulging  his  n^irrative  be&>re  the 
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(fMiitoH^'ilad  ettSfelD^d  it.  •  He  veftd,  in  hu  iowi  "coi^sr: 
tones,  lomdst  tfa^  adott^ager  mieikcd  of  all  present,  iSieoalisBeai 
of  that  teoibto  ^lotYtttudtM  maa  destihea  to  shed  so  .nsdi 
blood  «re  it  <x>iiea  itself  up  in *jpeftee.  '  .  . -,l"-  '■-^k^ 

The  gs^vQidwork  of  1^8  plot;  wka  ihe  snppbsed  m^d:  ira^ 
eitly  eredited  ^hct  iha^  tiie  icathoHo^db^urbh  wm'^^bmA  i^m 
Btren-oons  effort  to  crush  l^egrebt  nortlieiiauheresy;'  t  xhisso* 
doubt  was  tme,  andthe  same  nn^ht  beaffinnedvinjigiinefaijof 
all  subseqtEent  times,  and  oertaiii^  wilkvindiL  motewByhaBia 
in  that  age  whieh.  beheld  4;he.Ee1brma(»oiireKfiipaiffliTmrlke 
south  of  iBuFope,  and  graduaHy  narcowine  kt  t]ie:pca!fiij!<{Eke 
ehief  ministers  and  propagandists  >of^tiM^'Ilob]BnidiiBKibtiiL 
iroddng  these  wonders^  were  tmdoubtedlgr^e  'JldBU!bs,r.ti» 
most  prudent,  subtle,  ambitioiis,  and  sooffeSsftitiQfif^lboCbci 
^at  societies  forming  the  armies  of  catholieisdi  tikToxtg^Miiit 
the  globe.  The  English  peonle  of  ihe  serontecbthl  oesat^, 
educated  in  the  narrowest  ana  fieroest  faitatldisinfiMHisideDeied 
this  society  as  little  better  than  a  direet  emen8tio&  froaa'ttiB 
devil,  and  its  members  were  endowed  in  the  popular  ijsxag]b»< 
tion  wil^  little  less  power  and  inclination  to  do  evil;  tthaauitiie 
fiends  who  surroima  the  throne  of  Beebebuli  himself,  r  3^ 
vulvar  hatred  represented  them  as  the  cause  of  ali  the'evilii 
winch  befel  the  nation  at  hcmie  and  abroad.  It  was  't^^ 
Jesuits  who  turned  the  swords  of  catholic  Spain. and  Foccp^ 
against  the  great  bulwark  of  heresy;  tne  Jesuits  wbo 
destro3red  London  by  £re,  and  devastated  its  population  idth 
the  plague ;  the  Jesuits  who  oaused  the  peipJetual  cfoarrels 
axising  between  Charles  and  his  subjects  ;'^for  it  wva^tagit^ 
understood  by  the  Inasses  that  tiieir  king,  h»br6thBir>  and 
tiie  court,  were  engaged  heart  and  soul  in  like'Stopendoos^^pwi* 
ject of  the  re^estaolishment  of  popery.  .  : » : >  i i';:i: :• 

It  was  on  tiieee  foregone  conclusions,  alt^ady  sikntJto^ 
giioonded  in  tilie  national  mind,  that  Oates  "^uHt  ^dxu 
wild  and  incongruous  structmre,  whidh,  cemented  -acf^t^'^iiB 
with  l^ood  and  terror,  finally  fell  by  its  own  Weight,  tefan^mg'^a 
^astly  ruin  to  warn  the  foture,  if  nations  ever '^oi^drsd^wn^ 
dom  froon  experience.  r    .•••'•  lai:  X'^ 

To  accom^ish  their  grand  plany/th«  Jesuits,  acoordirarBiU 
Oates,  found  it  necessary  to  destroy  all  the  beiTieni>ofviBis^foh 
liberty  imd  pave  their >wft}r widi  the  ruins  of' tfait'ftoiuted 
OSnglish  > constitution*  :  But' it  seemed'  they  stspeci^-  Iharbrthe 
ki]^%  waj^ardness  esod  epicuri^an  indsfiferenoe^maxie*  hauuron 
tmSt  ifistrumettt  of  their  designs,  and  it  was  deterdiaited>ito 
get  rid  of.him^and  to  substitute  the  Duke  of  York,  who  wds 
allowed  tafae apainSt  to  the  baokbone.  To effeet this objeot^ 
Oates  accused  J«tiier  Ua  Chaise^  the  fVeach  king'S'Coni|»ffOii 


QB^]fle£lMi&.a8  be  cailed  lum,  of  ham^'kdgjsdnt^QsibOTiAia^ 
jmaddB'  m  .the  ImuicI?  of  a  LQ»d<m  ^c^Ubimtk  40  ^bsIlM  <»  miiiiv^ 
cteaoHp;  01isre»  ftad  the  SpsJUskJesUiit^/heift^dad^-gSftatedthe 
same  Bum*;  the  BenedictiBi^»'bein^  pooxi  laetw^yjsuhscnbeid 
t&eivipraHfira*'.  Tjluare  -vras  t^  be  a  ruing  in  iK^Uvod,'  a  gramd 
sa^iin9£Qf:tI»^.pYDte8i2a^tB  there,  and  the  Brendh  were  to 
aMiatiWithffr.iflJfgeiamj*  In  ^Ekkghmd^  the  I^ike ^  Yovk 
%iiat;tOid«|a61^.;t£e parliainent,  aiuL  assumeall  the  ponrem- of 
9DDK0)N|«!eBt<^m  ihi8:>oiit]k  ha^ds^  Eratxoe  ssidi  Bpaia  laaeistulg 
wMii.mxixmi^StjmimaP,  u  Tb^i greats  faeility  with  which  the 
BaiSbiLiikaiigediiiis  jreiigiQa.  at  the  bland  pesattasidns  of>  aJK» 
and  £)gROt,  lundeil^&ary,  wae  to  form  the  model  and  enoounigen 
9iiititpmi<tBe'ilBBinlB«ia  their  orand  labour,  and  the  atene 
pcfibe^'ai?£nukiaBi)WJaatobe  eio^  in  (smverting  England 
9gaiiifc4to>'me  ittihj 

^rOi^jiJitther -deposed  tiiata  general  consultatio&  of  the 
JEosoitS'iJva^  ikeld  ia  3Jl^,  1678>  in  Limdon,.  at  the  White 
Warmi'^aivsaak,  which  divided,  itself  into  five  or  six  minor 
aecffci^ms^  iaiiaa  Buiay  apartments,  all  debating  on  the  boat 
Bt^aoa  to  xtrardes*  the  king  and  bring  about  the  other  desirable 
Bselilts.'.  AoGOrding  to  the. testimony  o£the  reverend  witnees, 
hey^ikbuA  auspeeted,  and  even  persoxublly^maltreated  by.  the 
pijoyinoiaf  of  the  Enghsh  Jesidts,  Yan  £[uysman-^waa  €Ait 
p^ogred  to  earry  tickets  of  resolves  from  company  to  oonq>any. 
BtEbhe;  declined  to  statO)  in  his  affidavit,  what  these  resolves 
i^Bxe..".  He.  declared,  however,  that  Sir  George  Wakeman, 
iher  qiii^n*ft  physician,  was  to  have  fifteen  thousand  pounds 
&tr  poisestne  the  king,  a  som  which  he  had  received  iiv  parli^ 
HoA  that  OmeBian,  the  Duchess  of  York's  secretary^  was  in 
ive^senabl&ticoBreBpondenoe  with  France.  Oatea  d0o>inti^ 
mated  that  the  fire  of  London  was  caused  by  the  J^eiBNiHs,^ 
tftai'fibke  of.  plunder,  and  to  prcmiote  confusion.  He.aj^niaed 
thlit  the>|>ope  had  in  grand  consistory  decided  that  the»veahu 
<i£f£]igland  vaa  f<»rfeit  to  him  as  heretical ;  and  though! he 
aeftaaraij  iitt^ded  to  make  the  Duke  of  York,a  .sdiist'  of 
48xn«^nea>tiiMVxiy,  his  holiness  had  exercised  hie  sovemigmt^i 
by  appointing  a  vast  number  of  lay  officexA,  aznoBa^NWhoiti 
Chiteathad  carefiiUyiaueluded  someof  the  prinoipaJi  oatlDohc 

lvj&r'£dmimdbiBr]^'r  surprise  and  even  terrov  increased ^  with 
titPfi-.'m^xd  o£  i^  extraordinaaryidkpQBitieni  buthia  rigid 
neunbehaitGe  showed  no  emotion.  whaitover#  while '  th»  groona 
and  esdasaationa  of  the  auditors  evinced  ihertinWnsity  of 
thsiraJ  v  Blood  himaelf  was  amassed  and  'somewhiBit  alanai«d 
jit>tha  multiplicity  and  magnitudeto^  the  chareis...  OaiMje 
hsj^iir.iinpudencei  however,  proved  that  he:  hddJbeen>8eketed 
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f(Hr  his  task  by  me&  per^scdy  aoquamted  with  ihe  inBtrameuts 
they  judged  naceBstuy  for  toeir  work. 

"  I  reeeire  yo«r  deposition,  as  I  seeds  must,  Mr.  Oates." 
said  the  laagiatrate,  aner  a  brief  pause :  ''  you  may  *take  y^ur 
oadi ;  but  whel^er  you  are  a  most  monstrous  per|urer»  or 
the  sftTiowr  of  this  na^iib,  God  alpaaa  knows,  and  tune  will 
show/* 

"  And  rest  assured,  worthy  Sir  Eclmundbury,'*  said  Qates, 
kissing  the  sacred  book,  without  fliiu^iing,  "  that  by  this  sign 
I  shall  oonquer-Hiad  the  com  and  wine  are  toi  him  who 
reaps  and  yisitages>  as  well  as  to  him  who  sows  a«d  to  him 
whojpnmes." 

'^  For  my  part/'  replied  8ir  Edmundbcoryy  with  prophetic 
gloom,  "  J  shall  kwfe  no  thanks  for  mjfpmns,  and,  Iheli&ve^, 
J  shall  he  the  first  ma/rtyr" 

Oates  smiled,  somewhat  darkly,  and  began  repeating  the 
solemn  words  of  the  adjuration  after  the  d^rk,  when  Bipod 
whisperedMervyn,  ''Let  us  out  and  wait  him  th^^e :  l8h<mldn't 
wonuCT  if  the  roof  wore  to  fall !"  And  he  i^\;ddered  bk  way 
yery  radely  «at,  fblkiwed  closely  br  the  amazed  aoolyjte^  who, 
reoofteetingtiMt  Oates  was  at  St.  (Jmer  in  May,  1678,  IsMd  his 
own  prirate  reasons  for  doubting  the  stability  of  the  ^tice- 
rooiit> 


CHAPTEE    XXII. 

THE  H^TTNTEJO  HOUSX. 

Thb  colonel  halted  in  the  vestibule  of  the  o:£ce,  which  was 
closely  besieged  by  a  dense  thr<mg,  whispering  and  discussing 
the  important  revelation,  as  it  was  communicated  to  them  by 
the  more  f(»rtunate  listeners  within.  Merrrn  had  no  time  to 
Tent  his  surprise  in  w(»d6.  The  doctor  followed  almost  im- 
mediately, haying,  as  he  expressed  it,  set  the  stcwa  a  rolling. 
and.  was  received  with  loud  manifestaticms  of  gratitude,  res- 
pect, and  curiosity.  He  separated  himself  with  difficulty 
mnn  the  crowd,  and.  bestowing  upon  them  a  gracvws  beoj^- 
diction,  proceeded  down  the  street  amidst  deafening  koxxahs. 
He  soon,  however,  thought  proper  to  elude  this  popxifarity. 
by  slipping  down  an  alL^y  kadmg  to  the  Strand,  where  he 
was  rejoined  by  Blood  and  his  young  frotSgL 

'^Wnat  think  you  of  matters  now,  master  colonel  P"  he 
exclaimed,  in  a  tone  of  triumph.  "  My  Loard  Shaftesbury 
scasee  thought  me  worth  the  honour  of  his  contempt  some 
few  hours  smee,  but  what  now  P    In  a  forfcnif^  I  shall  have 
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prouder  lieaeb  than  his  duckiBg  to  ine,  or  I  ynH  hring  them 
to  the  fakKsk." 

'*  I  ifoctld,  then,  thou  couldst  inelude  mine  enemy  old  Or- 
monde, and  Ids  epitfiie  son,  in  the  list,"  said  IKood,  gnnning 
sayaf  ely.  "  Birt,  doctor,  since  our  affairs  are  m  such  a 
piHMperouB  train,  you  must  come  with  me  to  my  poor  house 
m  Alsatiay  and  ^e  on  such  hermit  fare  as  an  outlawed  man 
esn  muster." 

Oflites  readily  consented,  axkd  the  hospitable  colonel  eaBed 
a  sculler  whi<m,  at  his  <^rectioii,  rowed  wem  down  the  ztTer. 

lCer?ytt's  eyes  were  now  in  some  Meassore  unseaied,  and 
the  Ij^m;  which  was  breaking  in  on  his  understaading  was 
anydimg  hfit  w^eofiie.  The  extraordiDfliy  leiwhitiosis  which 
Oa^  had  made,  eovpled  with  h»  own  dim  ideas  of  the  drift 
of  the  Jesuitical  policy,  confused  at  <»iee  his  judgBMst  and  his 
&eimgB.  Ottonehand,  were  aH  the  mr^^udioes  of  his  youth, 
the  lore  and  rewreaee  in  which  he  had  beeii  educated ;  on 
the  other,  a  visioii  of  horforli,  of  dark  and  iniquitons  poMeyy 
whidL  he  knew  not  how  to  connect.  His  ignoraaee  of  tae 
wofld  m  general,  and  of  the  actual  position  of  men  and  events, 
cestrihutod  to  suspend  his  decasion  and  to  perpl^  his  mind, 
dmost  beyond  the  power  of  £oTaan.g  aoy  opmioa  of  the  tnl^L 
or  falsehood  of  Gates's  statement.  Still  he  had  an  instinetire 
abhorrence  of  that  bad  man ;  and  had  he  been  aware  of  the 
terrible  oonsequenees  which  were  to  flow  from  his  perjuries, 
it  is  probable  that  nothing  but  ackud  force  could  hare  induced 
him  to  follow  his  fortunes  farther.  As  it  was,  he  seemed 
rather  bewildered  into  non-resistance,  than  submitting  to  an 
antiKwity  which  he  recognized. 

"  Yonder  is  my  house,  or  mansion  I  may  call  it,  for  egaeh  it 
ha&  been  in  its  palmy  days,"  said  the  colonel,  nointin^  oyer 
tiM  dandn^  waves  to  an  antique  and  ruinous-looidng  building 
with  a  h^h  balcony,  which  seemed  han^mg  over  the  river, 
and  which  was  crowned  with  a  mass  of  t^  chimneys.  It  was 
an  isolated  building,  surrounded  by  a  high  garden-wall  on 
the  land  side,  which  separated  it  from  the  wiMest  and  most 
haggard  district  of  the  Friary.  Mervyn  thought  he  had 
never  seen  so  dreary  and  coinfortless  a  dwelling.  The  wooden- 
work  and  pilhsrs  of  the  hahistrade  seemed  all  rotten  and  fall- 
ing down,  €be  latticed  windows  were  broken  and  stufied  with 
rags,  as  if  to  exclude  the  cold  winds  of  the  river ;  indeed,  Ifee 
whole  mansion  seemed  oxiiy  to  stand  imtil  a  strong  gale  came 
to  blow  it  down.  The  original  frame  of  the  house  had  been 
a^to^ether  wood-work,  but  it  seemed  to  have  been  patched  and 
i^^paired,  at  some  remote  period,  with  bneks,  which  lay  in 
nonous  pUes  on  the  walk  and  architraves. 
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Mtram  fllmidd^d  «b  beieoatdikiplated  his  fxxtw&hmi^u  <,] 

''  And  -wias  i;^  tiipiet  bisildi&g  part  of  your  mkm^umei 

<K)loiielP''  said  Oates,  laiifhmg.    "If  so,  J  Blfariie])ilioiolite 

** If&ytV  bdod  Blood,  ktigbii^  ^^,  f'  I  do^  btitisaH  i^mm^ 
to  take  foum  it  ^e  re|)!Poaeh- of  Mopging'  tf^rjEt»  <»||0  {';^b«d:te 
tfaioik  Seaven,  I  pay  jm^et  oreait/nor  >taaaga  >l<)iriitM^  i  Twliled/ 
I  do  not  kniov  its  owner's'  xamld,  mat  if,  it  htiiS^tai^  viLi^kii 
possesskmiof  itrbeeaQ«&  SKx-xoaii  dise  ba^  ^ii^^igb^ 

live resjt-Aree  at  t^ iidek  of  homgi :fx^ht!H»ed it^d^s^ibtpdbbft 
gJtoBtiofvagvme  oild  inlwr^  who-on^^lFfi«li|[kr!it9oi^iBi^ 
iKi;at,.beifese  be  was. due  iadsffikk-a bQ()d(s•byilKV^C)ta'{>\^t»€la9"> 

''  How  mean  yowbrol^r  F"  8l^iOa|e9«  ima»  ^rid^^^  ni 

'^  Wily,  it  was  deserted  on  accowDti)  cfrSOili^riHi^sawi&Bft 
stoxry^*  ooneernaiiff  its  £orm^  i])]ttate^'^vrei]^drj^erjOQkw6jbTl 

some  hombk  legend,  wbi(^  makes  e¥ei)Qr4Jii»{m9Stfbi^as^te«^ 


wx^^b  in  the  Friary  prefer  the  stoitmy  Imw^eans.iQiRjfinCQseA^ 
to  any  shelter  which  its  brok^i  xoi^icaa  aifonijb  t  JCbi^ 
the  Mannted  House,  and  it  has  been  tenanH^ss  thesis 
years,  until  I  (he  continued,  lowering  bts^  T<>ic^k« 
Siot  men's  her^ng,  chose  it  f<»r  my  den,  wher^rIJ^tft>9tSnt 
Buiay  a'  ^niet  night,  with  my  good  oonsciemee  for.  oo^jMBffi 
Y«t  'tis  sconething  dismal  to  be  alone  there,  and  ihi§ni^iii 
sodety  will  be  of  mfinite  satisfaction  to  me." '      r  ^  ^  i  »  nofA^ir 

**  what  story  do  you  speak  of,  sir?  why  da  yoict  fcaUfititikc 
Haunted  House  P"  said  Mervyn,  earnestly,  -y-.  no-/  tij-n* 

**  But  are  you  not  afraid  to  let  these  men  tear/y^tf  Pj*)iwbi$ri 
pared  Oates,  glancing  at  the  watermen,  two^  s^ng^d^O^A^M 
fellowsiin  a  garb  i^ch  was  something  betn^^ilit  t^^b^^e^ 
lireay  and  a  sailor's.  '  ■  7i  nam  hio  hns 

.*f  Kot  I,  faith ;  they  are  both  honest  .feUoi^s-trflhaiJftJj^ffs 
bohoal  rascals^"  replied  31ood.  '*  Ihey  may  bc^^fiAOtzl^i^^ 
use  tOiBS}  Oates,  for  one  of  them  is  a  dificaro^fdotiwMb^i^lt^ 
Cayiolioliord  Bellasis,  for  whom  your  dq^Q8ition<-j^)^iQ^|(QoibKre 
arlodeuis'  in  &e  Tower."  .  . f . . : .  f /? i^^o  eid  'lo 

>  ''  'Wefi;  what  haunts  this  house  P  ghost'  >or  de^lio1iim$b 

-OoteS;-    '•     -  '         ...  •  •■•■;,;;:  i  ^I'f  t<.  ^-TOoh  Oil) 

'.  "  'Bfi  said,"  replied  Blopd,  *?  that  an  oldnmiaerjctii^dtelfe 
posaesser  of  my.  mfknaknat^  was  ihierein  mill'de|g&d  rjbnr  jiurj^lCI^ 
and  eid^.  Son^  a^  pvoiflftgatd  iwretch,  to '  obtain  ther  wim^g^  joldr 
man's'^ohl." -^   ■■     ;        ..■■'♦•.•  •.•.jnMfjriJ/'tc 

w^^A]ack^;that  a  man»  idiotild  toil  all  his  life  miei^irrttq^ 

qxiifikenlhis  pwm-  dsstntetion,"  'oxelauned  Mervyn,  ah^dtto^Qg^^ 

'^YouDiwilligfo^raKisre  that  observatoon  when  you  get  cidesrw^'. 

re(pliediiKhere<HCttels<  ^'meanwhile  this  Jetgend  di£m^S;^fain^ 

ta^^ehMitrToilttd  mj  abode,  whiohmakesime^eiijoy  a  8oljjl^d« 
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to  ^tflfiixdi  tk»  deserts  of  sotuhp  > Arabk  arei  poindoiw.   Axxi  how 
XottMttfx-tiiifiL  piloi},  for  it  asks-  s%»i&e'8Siuiii  dsicteaEtytO'land 

The  colDhel'the&  fiofljted  iMinseif  ^  the  h^ftr'amd  directiii^ 
Himmeili  ib^ltill  tkeir  oars^  tuxtied  .th^  gealle^,  xaA  shpt  right 
ti!9ci88  ih«  wate^  witkgiteat  idexteritn^,  althoo^h  tiae  tide  ran 
Ugii^«di  th^ir'iwoidside;  •  Aa  tfaer  aippto&chBi  ihe  jsUcIt^  the 
wmailj  liifies  'aiid  JiaggAird  dwellings  of  Afaiatia  became  dis- 
tilid:|!:igiat>  'Motvpii'A  atteittiott  was^  absorbed  in  the  m^tenoiia 
aiiiih«(i<in^^hiehui'Metiiedli  he  was  toeonsider  as  Jba  home. 
tbiijf'iw4fce'^iteeiiiiig  tnder  the-raitK)iis  baleony,  towurds  adailk 
aitiM^A^tfttldsioftted^iii  ihe  basement  stoiy,  wliich  terminated 
in  a;fi^^'J^  stxm&  sle^  leading  np^  to  a  maseiredoor,  bdrred 
«ttd^dto8i4)ftrrsd'wititk  mm.  Blood  exj^bined  tiiat  when  the 
tidbiiniriifjiifchi^'a^'waj  always  had  snffieient  water  to  carry 
sesiJi^JOff^iidtth!^  stftirs»^^bnt  when  ont,  no  one  eoold  mter 
1li(lid\tt'Jv^adiiig^  to  the  nec^  in  mud.  As  he  spoke,  th^  shot 
ite^dlfvtiiider  w^avch)  and  m  a  moment  the  sculler  touched 
ClTiiUe  steps.  Mervyn  tiien  perceived  that  a  faint  light  fell 
ilbfli  Utiirom-^ated  lattice  above. 

^  t^ood^^miseed  the  scalier  as  soon  as  his  guests  were  on 
the«lMifiro;  and  taking  a  massive  hey  from  his  doublet,  and 
^t^ing  ifr6  heavy  bolts,  he  opened  the  door,  and  bade  them 
welcome  to  his  castiie.  "  I  doubt  not,"  he.  added,  jestingly, 
^^tbui'thattke  ghost  will  make  you  welcome  too,  for  I  shall  not 
treat  you  at  hu  expense,  unless  he  grudge  us  the  shelter  of 
l^^md  kttky  vo^t  And  that  you  may  know  him  £or  the 
ttasiet»l(^!il^ifa(MLse,  if  you  should  chance  to  meet. him,  I  wiii 
^Imisi^  kiA  as  the  tradition  rons.  'lis  a  lean,  shrivelled, 
sad  old  man,  with  a  broken  neck,  his  head  hanging  on  his  left. 
shdtLlde^/>dl^  diressed  in  gre^^  Ihisey-woolsey,  with  red  stock- 
^(^ay|ileaden-bu<Mes — winch  I  suppose  is  the  ttaditkniaiy 
i^lH^^olHiSi  of  him  as  he  appeared  at  the  crowner's  qu»it''> 
'jfAiP^ie  Colonel  gave  this  invilsng  description  of  the  imaaft^ 
of  his  establishment,  they  entered  a  dilapidated  lodi^siir-^ 
AMI&ded'by^^  woedeit.  gallery  or  corridor,  on  which  opened 
the  doors  of  the  principal  apartments.  The  second  story  wasr 
^Sil^d4lb0S(^j  on  masnve  carted  pillars,  otmrnmnioating  by  a 
^iJi^cMg^  trith  tik4  &«t,  so  that  the  xioof  of  thehall  aamicM 
^^liei^dBM&iht  of  'the  whole  bniMing^  i^id  niras  ekbbiateiy> 
onxamented  with  dark  oak  carvings.  Light  wasOnginaliT 
^^tted  down  the  staircase  fiidfik  aw.^octagoxi'in  theirOof, 
<^oaitt«Md'^  ear^idd  compartments^cidth  tf  btUl'v<ieye'Of  ^Nwmed 
glosiWthe  middle;  but  time*  audi  dediy  had  caused iiany 
i»Meres4Bt^  rooftand  the  su&«PtxoamBd  in^Tarioas^diriotiqafi 
<>i)^(^4he4UBty  timbeia^^hich  crosecid  iti!  rfSherwlMdeinaai- 


■8ic»i,  nQBOus  ats  it  was>  bore  tokens  of  haTin^  onoe  been^Jie 
resideaee  of  an  opulent  family,  whose  riclies,  indeed,  Ittd  leli 
their  taste  in  arrear.  The  walls  were  6f  black  makoganj, 
Terr  cnriously  but  nscoutbly  oaarved,  and  the  nreT  £mp8 
had  cohered  Ihem  with  a  fine  white  moBs.  The  floorhad 
been  inlaid  with  cdoared  st^mes,  but  was  now  brokess,  bso^wl 
some  parts  overgrown  wiih  long  lank  graas,  aod  Meiryi^t  as 
he  entered,  sHpiped,  with  no  T^ry  eomforiabk  sensalaoiiSyJoyer 
a  frog  which  lay  cooched  in  his  path. 

Ascending  a  broad  flight  of  staixs,  massirely  baJmstraded, 
they  entered  an  apartment  to  which  Blood  guided  th«ni^ 
slamming  the  door  after  him  with  a  dap  wMdbi  startled  ai 
whole  tnbe  of  swallows  in  the  roof  abore.  They  were  now 
in  a  large  square  apartment,  presenting  an  ac^>ect  of  dreari^ 
nesB  and  d^olation  which  simk  like  a  weight  on  MtxYyn'n 
yonn£:  heart.  The  windows  were  biffh,  and  ieaknisly  baxced 
4ith  iron,  adiBittins  &rou|^  tiieiTlmow  ponM  a  Mrt  of 
Ibggy  daylight.  The  walk  had  once  been  paisted  in  difl" 
temper,  with  diTers  groups  from  heathen  nr^ruiologyy  but  the 
damp  and  injuries  of  time  had  ahnost  effaced  the  designs,  and 
only  left  some  random  lags,  hands,  arms,  and  drapery,  with 
one  or  two  masses  of  clouds  and  foliage.  There  were  few  «r 
no  signs  of  human  habitation,  except  me  biadcened  hearth,  a 
heap  of  straw,  wldch  locked  like  the  lair  of  a  wild  beast,  sdnie 
faggots,  a  doak,  and  a  musketoon  over  the  earred  xttantel-' 
piece. 

Blood  laughed  at  the  dismal  glance  which  his  companions 
cast  aroxmd  them,  and  striking  a  light  with  his  pistol  desired 
them  to  set  to  work  at  kindbng  a  Are,  while  he  went  ont  for 
some  meat  and  vegetables  to  cook.  Gates  was  not  at  aU 
pleased  with  this  arrangement,  but  as  he  was  ashamed  to  «0n- 
^ss  his  cowardice,  the  colonel  took  sil«ice  for  ocxotsent,  aad 
went  out^  Meryyn  heard  him  distinctly  unbar  and  milofedc  a 
series  of  doors,  but  his  departure  was  so  tAxnxpt  that  he 
scarcely  saw  in  what  direction  he  made  his  exit. 

Lefb  ak>ne  with  the  direM  being  who  called  han^g^lf  his 
protector,  Mervyn  began  to  fed  l£e  fdU  honor  and  luMMsr- 
tainty  of  hk  po»ti<m.  At  the  same  iame  he  felt  pow^lee^to 
extricate  himself  from  ity  and  that  his  only  resoissrce  for  ^ae 
present  was  submasaion.  He  spoke  not  a  word  to  Oate%  bi^ 
bosied  himself  in  Hndliag  Hhe  Are,  and  chapping  the  woods 
but  the  doctor,  dismay^ed  at  the  deep  siloKie  of  me  deseciod 
mansion,  began  questioning  him  as  to  his  opinion  on  the 
events  of  the  dajr.  Mervyn  eluded  these  inquiries  as  weR  as 
he  could,  but  ultimately  they  must  have  produced  replies  hj 
no  means  agreeable   to   the  questioiieir,  when   fortuaaMy 
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Biood  Tekamed,  aanounciiKg  Ids  sgiptotch  by  Ibe  same  pro- 
cess of  bolting  aikd  barring.  He  Had  a  ba;^et  of  beefsteaks, 
twi^ertiavee  loaves,  bacon,  eggs,  and  a  ki^  plaice,  beaideB 
divcBi  relifibiTig  matters  to  ett  widi  them.  As  K>r  drmkaMes, 
he  stated  that  he  had  a  barrel  of  as  fine  claret  as  was  in  the 
kmg's  cdk;r>  and  some  braiidy  of  the  first  qnalitj,  which  be 
ben^ht  €£a  smuggler,  one  of  his  particalar  fneods. 

''  I  gave  bim  sSeiter  in  my  mansion,*'  said  ilie  colon€d,  witb 
considerable  difniity,  "  at  a  time  when  be  was  hotly  pnrsned 
by  &e  i.^™SE>Ba%f  JBrttoe.  .ndhe  dong  ImaJtf^ft  hm. 
xnock,  wmcb  be  left  me  by  way  of  legacy  wh^i  be  went  on 
his  last  cruise— last,  indeed !  for  the  poor  devil  was  slnng  up 
at  his  own  yardarm,  by  the  injus^ce  of  an  admiralty  court. 
His  room  will  be  yours,  Mervyn,  and  you  wiU  find  lus  ham- 
mook  very  comfortable.  Poor  Joe  'Skaffi — he  was  as  honest 
a  fellow  as  ever  was  hanged — which  is  saying  a  Wd  word." 

Blood  now  turned  up  his  sleeves,  and  began  the  operation  of 
oeok^!^  with  the  zeal  and  t^dll  of  an  amateur,  inteoK^eriitig 
has  doings  with  an  account  of  his  early  campaigns  under 
OzomweQ,  in  which  he  said  he  acquired  his  d^cterity  in  the 
cohiiary  art.  Nor  did  he  praise  lumself  without  cause,  for, 
considering  that  he  lacked  almost  all  the  utensils  <^  cookeiy, 
he  exeeatea  his  task  admirably.  The  fish  and  steaks  were 
broiled  to  a  nicety  on  the  embers,  and  though  they  had  only 
one  dish  and  two  knires  among  them,  the  dinner  was  divided 
mth  great  equity,  and  swallowed  by  appetites  not  disposed 
to  be  fas^adioos.  Blood  dived  into  some  remote  celw  for 
claret  and  brandy,  and  there  was  abundance  of  both,  and  of 
first-rate  qttali^. 

Mervyn  was  quiddv  overcome  by  the  potency  of  these 
liquors,  or  it  may  be  by  some  additional  dcdicaey  mtroduoed 
by  the^c^hnel  into  his  drink,  and  he  grew  so  drowBy,  that 
nuchaa  lie  dishked  the  idea  of  beine  alone  in  any  part  of  the 
gfeoiay  old  annon,  he  reqaestedBlood  to  sW  W  to  his 
Hammock.  Aeeordmgly  that  gentleman  conducted  him  to 
^  door,  and  pointing  to  the  story  above,  told  him  to  take 
^  Arst  apartment  to  hia  right. 

Mervyn  soon  found  the  room  indicated  by  his  host>  and 
entering  $A  a  door  whose  ntsty  hinges  refused  to  elose,  he 
Ibund  hiiaself  in  a  chamber  altogether  destitate  of  furniture, 
except  the  boasted  hammock  gwii^ging  by  a  rope  from  a 
<SKrved  angle  in  the  roof.  On  this  was  a  straw  mattress  which 
smelt  very  mufty,  and  an  old  sail  l^  way  of  counterpane. 
^eefY  as  he  was,  Mervyn  was  hesitatine  as  to  availinghim- 
self  of  the  comforts  thus  placed  at  his  disposal,  when  ffiood 
Atered  with  a  lamp  and  a  Dundle  of  straw. 


1^  WHITBFBIABS. 

**  You  mujBt  team  to  do  at  Eome  as  ihej  do  at  IbOme,  ^QdA 
put  up  with  a  soldier's  lot/'  he  said,  somewhat  kia41y»  mi 
spreadix]^  the  straw  on  the  hammock.  *'  So  don't  make^oiQiH. 
self  wretched,  child>  and  imagine  you  are  Mendless  in  tbq 
world;  for  I  Kke  you>  and  Thomas  Blood  nerer  lored  oe 
hated  but  some  one  was  the  better  or  the  worse  for  it. 
Besides,"  he  added,  relapsing  into  his  usual  tone,  "  if  youibel 
very  dreary,  you  have  always  a  rope  at  command." 

And  with  this  facetious  observation,  the  colonel  retired, 
with  his  lamp,  leaving  Mervyii  alone  and  in  darkness,  to  re- 
volve the  agreeable  wit  contained  in  his  parting  remark. 


CHAPTEB    XXIII. 

THE  OOtTP  d'etat. 

On  the  day  following  the  evraits  above  narrated^  aU  Lon* 
don  rang  witn  the  pamculars  of  Oatee's  deposition,  height^ 
ened,  of  course,  and  diversified  according  to  the  relati^V 
homour.  Oates  appeared  b^ore  the  councu,  with  a  tale  simi- 
lar to  that  which  he  had  made  to  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfr^, 
but  with  several  additions  of  circumstances  and  persons.  He 
stated  that  the  Jesuits'  had  long  been  suspidous  of  him,  and 
intended  to  murder  him,  from  the  discoveries  they  made  of 
his  plans,  had  he  not  withdrawn  himself  £rom  their  power. 
He  accused  them  of  carasing  and  fomenting  the  rebellion  in 
Scotland,  in  order  to  distract  the  government;  and  in  addi* 
tion  to  his  former  accusation  of  Coleman,  he  accused  that 
person  c£  bein^  acquainted  with  the  whole  conspiracy,  and  an 
active  worker  m  it. 

The  ferment  excited  was  inconceivable  to  one  who  had 
looked  merely  on  the .  tranquil  sur&ce  of  the  nation,  without 
fathoming  the  ground-swell  of  opinion  and  passions  which 
raged  below,  and  was  now  suddenly  brought  into  violent 
pl^. 

Many  Jesuits  and  their  P^^  were  seized,  and  a  warrant 
issued  against  Coleman.  The  Earl  of  Danby  hoped,  by  ex^ 
treme  zeal  in  this  outburst  of  fanaticism,  to  outbid  Shafbes* 
bury  and  the  popular  party.  Coleman  had,  however,  a  wbic^e 
day  to  make  ms  escape,  probably  not  without  connivance  ef 
the  authorities.  But,  unhappily  for  himself,  he  thought  it 
sufficient  to  baffle  so  unsupported  an  accusation  by  putting 
his  papers  out  of  the  way,  which  he  secretly  did,  but  he  for- 
got a  drawer  in  his  bureau  containing  a  portion  of  Ids  corres* 
pondenoe  with  La  Chaise  during  the  years  74,  '75,  and  a  part 


.^=^0.  These  indtitled  the  foolish  and  treasonable  oorree- 
pcmdeneB  of  the -seeretary  with  the  French  court  to  obtain 
meney;  and  a  yaat  deal  of  matter  ooneeming  the  hopes  and 
pbns  of  the  catholic  party,  which  in  tiiat  plotting  age  were 
ettily  wrested  into  c<Mi8piracies  against  the  religion  and  con* 
stitimon  of  l^e  state. 

When  Oates  and  his  victim  were  confronted  before  the 
coimcil,  Oates  actoallT  did  not  know  him,  but  when  he  heard 
his  Toice  he  made  a  lucky  guess,  firom  <ybher  circumstances, 
who  he  was.  Col^nan  according  was  committed  oa  a  secre* 
tary's  warrant. 

Ihe  king,  in  whose  ]^resence  Oates  was  examined,  detected 
him  in  so  many  prcTancations,  tixot  he  declared  he  gave  no 
credit  to  what  he  said.  In  particular  he  detected  a  remark- 
able flaw  in  one  portion  of  Oates's  evidence,  which,  had  not 
the  madness  of  the  times  roared  down  the  voice  of  reason, 
must  have  overthrown  his  whole  plot.  He  alleged  that,  when 
he  was  in  Spain,  he  was  carried  oefore  Don  tfolm,  who  pro* 
laised  assistance  in  men  and  money  toihe  Engliidi  Jesuits, 
with  unbounded  Uberality.  Charles  quietly  asked  what  sort 
of  nuui  Don  Jolm  was,  and  Oates,  £rom  a  general  idea  enter* 
tained  in  England  of  ike  Spaniards,'  replied  that  he  was  tali, 
thin,  and  olive-coloured.  The  kinff,  however,  happened  to 
have  seen  Don  John  in  Pans,  and  mew  him  to  be  short,  fat, 
and  very  fair-oomplexioned«  And  &om  this  brick  he  judged 
ef  the  whole  boilaing. 

But  it  was  too  late  to  stop  the  current  of  opinion,  and  un* 
iuqiptly  the  detested  ministry  of  the  da^  hoped  to  regain 
popularity  by  joining  the  hue  and  cry;  which  they  were  well 
aarare  might  become  an  irresistible  ea^juaa  in  the  hands  of  the 
o^osite  faction.  The  king  showed  his  opinion  of  the  whole 
^ir  by  leaving  town  the  next  dav,  hjs  ostensible  reason 
hmg  to  attend  the  races  at  Newmauet. 

Odeman's  letters,  however,  were  now  discovered,  and 
-seemed  to  lend  a  fatal  corroboration  to  all  Oates's  allegations. 
Although  they  in  no  particular  confbrmed  his  imaginary  plots, 
'^  general  outline  was  such  as  needed  but  the  colourings  of 
popular  fanaticism,  and  fear,  to  establish  an  identity.  This 
<5<»re8pondence  proved,  in  words,  what  no  one  doubted — ^that 
for  many  years  a  design  had  been  on  foot  to  root  out  the 
^at  n^nrihem  heresy.  The  letters  were  filled  with  cravings 
for  money,  and  general  insinuations  of  the  necessi^  of  armed 
i^istance  in  the  accomplishment  of  certain  indefinite  plans, 
^hidi  dumed  in  &tally  with  the  general  suspimons  of  the 
peoplB. 

But  when. the  first  rush  of  popular  fiiry  was  over,  th« 
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BngilBh  p0isfpl»,'aA  th>9y  al^Mtys  do,  ^began  4;<>  use  th^  re«K»i. 
A  rigid  oennpariiofi  of  ihe  ^oatejkts  of  these  lettrars  ^iv^ 
Oates's  flfiBertkms  wag  xnade,  and  footid  not  to  confirm  tibem 
on  aofy  one  point  or  oartiemlar,  and  wken  its  newg  gre#  stale 
on  ike  pubue  fi&Fy  tne  ;pki  wouid  pvobabiy  bare  kof^niAiiid 
and  died  away,  had  not  a  more  vigoroud  bitBa(&  mloaed*  new 
Hft^inioit. 

The  getuQB  of  the  fitorm  whi(^  was  risiitg  rpnndilLe  •tki!Qiie 
of  OhanM  II.«-<4hat  wild,  restless,  jet  most  poktie ^sp9nt  of 
'  8haftesbiirf--^roeiyin^  with  intaitive  sagacity  a^  th»  liieh 
haryest  of  adyantages  i/mich  might  be  reaped  mtei^  ^(rhisi- 
wind,  would  not  sniegrit  to  expire  in  a  few  inefiectual  arassturs. 
Accordingly,  this  cloud,  though  at  first  but  of  the  bigiieiss  o^ 
man's  hand,  gradually  colleetmg  its  terrors,  and  £Riugkfc:9»ii 
lightning  and  darkness,  was  about  to  burst  in  a  storm  ^Irhioii, 
with  fihll  the  deyastation  and  h<H*rors  which  it  infiicted^'^aliifl- 
fied  the  atmosphere  of  opinicm,  and  pi^pared  it  for  the  gloi£Oi& 
Bonof  tdieration.  -> 

Ketumin]^  to  our  hero,  he  continued  for  some  days  a^fi^ 
of  prisoner  in  Colonel  Blood's  establishniMit.  He  was  indeed 
idlowed  the  free  range  of  the  vast,  old,  deserted  manakm,  a 
privilege  o£  which,  aner  a  brief  glance  throi^h  a  few  of  tb& 
tower  chambers,  and  disturbing  many  broocb  of  rats  wko  kad 
long  held  quiet  possessicm,  ke  cared  not  to  avail  Maiaelf. 
Tke  mansion  bore  irrefragable  tokens  of  the  suspidoua  ten^CB 
of  a  miser's  existence,  and  of  the  laborious  dOforts  made  kjr  Ms 
•last  ui^i^ypy  possessor  to  provide  for  that  seountv  witivout, 
which  fiulea  him  firom  witnin.  Almost  all  ihe  windows  ■  on 
the  ksid  side  were  either  blodked  up,  or  so  high,  and  Be430Biied 
by  such  massive  bars  of  uron,  that  exit  or  islet  were  eqakUy 
impossible.  Mervyn,  kowever,  by  climbing  up  on  tke  fHUasiB 
of  a  room'wkiok,  to  judge  &om  its  dilapidated  remains^ -had 
once  been  tke  library,  and  looking  tkrousk  the  broken  paiMb 
of  a  lattice,  obtained  some  gen«r^  idea  Sbat  <m  tite  laM -side 
tke  mansion  was  «uirtoundea  by  a  lainge  ruinous  gaideny  orna- 
mented, acoevding  to  tke  Elizabetkan  taste,  witk  statiM'iDid 
^untains  to  imitate  an  Italian  pleasanzkce,  but  ail  to>keii«and 
oi^ergrown  witk  weeds.  Tke  garden  was  fianked  by  Ic^ 
titone  walls,  spiloed  tA  tke  top,  bat  so  utterly  gone  ^to  AstDi/f 
were  its  once  splendid  parterres  aaid' terraces,  that  b«d7lK^a 
f&w  tan  -flowers  waving  tkisir  snelatickoiy  beauty  aJ&ong  •  ^ 
general  desolation,  one  would  kave  tkoo^t  that  it  kad  nevir 
See&  asytking  but  a  wHdemess. 

Inmrisoned  in  tdiiamelanckoly  neoifidosi,  MerryntMassed  his 
time  drearily  enough :  its  utter  soktude,  broken  onfy  at  long 
intervak  by  visits  orom  one  or  twO'Xu:ffiMiiiy4ooki&g  peanon- 
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sfleSr^vho  came  and  went  he  h^w  not  why  aor  whiih^. 
JSbod  artfdUy  eontnyed  to  seooaciLe  him.  to  this  extieme 
Bacfauioa  by  te^pc^B^t^me  that,  owine  to  the  fermeat  intD 
irhich'Ostet's  dwcov^ery  had  tfaitovm  we  natiea,  the  Jegtujte 
w^i^  axreferted  everywhere^  and  sereraly  maltreated,  and  that 
i!»,  tm  a  diflc^ile  of  St.  Omer,  would  run  great  risk.  He  even 
tried  to  frighten  the  youth,  by  hinting  that,  in  the  preseitt 
rttttot^tha  MAilar  aundi'he  ran  somo'daager  of  bein^  torn 
;to  pifijoes,  if  ne  were  discovered,  and  gave  an  appalling  descrip^ 
tion  «a  t^  maltreatment  of  the  five  Jeauks  already  seized  on 
Qates'^rieviiclenee. 

'  lifor  was  this  dread  without  ample  foundation.  Shaftesbury 
•and-  his  party  seeretly  took  every  measure  to  increase  the 
inikar  fear  and  ra§^,  till  it  rose  to  an  ungovernable  h»^ht, 
Aid  the-  naitiomil  mind  rushed  from  a -state  of  apathy  mto 
Idbsdnto  BuidnesB.  The  fatal  effects  of  Danby's  policy  were 
IMW  Evident.  But  for  him  the  plot  might  have  been  stifled 
in  its  birtii,  under  the  king's  contempt  and  the  nation's  in- 
^orwMO ;  but  that  great  hallueina^on  of  a  statesman  else 
remarkable  for  his  sagacity  in  steering  clear  of  storms — ^the 
persiiaaion  that  it  was  possible  to  retrieve  his  popularity  by 
joining  the  rus^  asttinst  Franee  and  popery — ^fed  him  on  to 
010  own  ruin  and  mat  of  the  eause  whioh  he  sought  to  serve. 

Busing  those  long  and  soUtary  hours  which  Mervyn  was 
sow  eondemned  to  pass,  many  gloomy  rdfle0<»>ns  came  to  him, 
toudmig  4^0  events  of  his  life»  his  disgraoefiil  birth,  his  un- 
fortdaate-Mcape  firom  St.  Omer,  and  we  accidents  which  had 
befaUen  him  since  his  arrival  in  England;  and  all  these 
fnaalad  and  nieved  him  alternately.  It  seemed,  indeed>  as 
tthe  were  lea  along,  by  some  irresistible  &te,  to  an  end  whi^ 
he  oould  not  divine,  but  which  was  certain,  inevitable,  not  to 
he  questioned,  but  obeyed.  His  imagination  was  haunted, 
toO|  by  a  bewildering  idea  of  some  conneotion  between  his 
&te  and  that  iUustrious  name  of  Aumerle,  which  had  mat 
IttR  at  every  step.  This  idea  was  strenffthened  by  accidentally 
itamUibig,  in  one  of  his  rummages  in  the  rat-haunted  UhraiT; 
^  a'gen«Bdogy  of  the  Aumwla  fiuuily,  shrined  in  the  pages 
oi  G^aseoiffae  s  "  Mirror  of  Hcmour.'*  By  this  he  learned  daat 
^  seeonl  tiiJe  of  Ihat  most  ancient  and  wealthy  house  was 
Mntyn ;  and  though  Oates  had  hit  n^on  a  happy  reason  for 
^f^  various  eokieidiaoe,  it  did  not  satisfy  our  drekming  heri^ 
*^  what  relations  could  exiat  between  the  son  of  a  Frenoh 
Jobber,  executed  at  St.  Om«c  and  the  high  baronial  house 
J*bMa  daeds  and  renown  werepart  of  the  his^  England 

"gwwtf  .aneiant,  all-glorious  England P 

Ba  had  qoastioiied  Blood,  in  a  very  roond-about  and  in* 

u  2 
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^AiouB  ttAB^er,i&s  lie  ^t^ht  at  the -timiey  eoiieertimgvii^ 
gf>efttkoude''6f  Atimepler'ftna  hb  Mar&ftd,  wiiih  iuniiSe.jBzaotioiH 
iktkt  il  had.  Imrk  esstkkct  >fer  mim  yearsr  4)he  last  easd^*^ 
^^'Bdd  «ofiiMt^<B^idem>t&e^tEbim^  died  ^itivi 

lm{siil^*u  ixiifi^^M'h#piforeMed> to  know  it;  ^Intlrth&oeiDitd 
flid^ti^^yM/^tt^  foi^  i^^iNiaiii  rdnsonSr  it  wafl  iiBee»«rf  ^bd  (ic^ 
the  commiinicatkfn'ia&dthii  imposed  «iiaoiherstBong'f90tgttiat 

Meanwhile  thebc^lonel  treats  'hint wil^^ giwat >^ccadsuikii^ 
with  mudL  m6]^e  tn^d  than  ccycdd  hare  beMi«xneet;edi&6m 
his  nigged  nature.  He  took  delight  in  teadbing!i4anBPtil9f«fle 
df  the  sword,  of  whidh  he  hisuseff  was  a  p^^^Bt^nmsterl  imd 
sueh  points  tti  BOiight  >  be  u^M  to  him  in  hisdesiiified  taii 
fession,  wliich,  according  to  him,  was  to  be  that^of  ^a  wolawK 
He  told  lone  but  amiising  stories  of'  his  ovm  CBUfepaifht/  ^d 
of  QromweU'a  battles,  in  almost  all  of  which  he&uibecb 
■engaged;  and  never  failed,  on  returning  frosi  «Koiir8iolL8^''to 
bting  in  budgets  of  news  ahd  anecdotes  afloat  ooneecaljig  the 

plot*  •  '..      '    -^Ui-lf 

Whether  by  design  or  not,  these  rerelalionB  cotestoni^ 
Afibrded  glimpses  of  Oates'a  real  character  and  motms^ 
"l^hidi  amazed  the  innocent  scholar  of  St.  Omer. ..  Blood 
seemed  to  enjoy  his  wonder  and  iiorror,  probably  oo&tcastMfg 
Mb  Own  seared  and  unquailing  c<ni8cience  with  the  ffis^kJamBU 
4ind  spotless  simpUcitT  of  the  youth's,  ^dsmiling  4ut  Mi  ^0» 
i^ance  of  the  vicious  theatre  on  which  he  wtas  destisied  tcxpis^ 
ft'pia*t.  '  ^     ..'  //ifjr.ft' 

One  day  the  colonel  ventured  out  in  broad  dfty%ht,'4b«igb 
in:  Hl  verv  elaborate  disguise,  and  retaining  ibont  'tfcin^et, 
ibund  Meryyn  engaged  in  a  melancholv  reverie  ovecanr-cid 
naiflsal,  which  he  ^had  brought  with  nim  ft>om  Stb-  Qsutti 
Blood  Was  evidently  in  high  spirits,  and  remarkkig^  witki^ 
smile,  that  they  were  going  to  have  company,  toMMervyxr^ 
iielp  him  in  preparmg  tiie  apartment  for- the  sreoeptw^^ 
visitors. '^  .  Hie^youl^  meohamcally  obeyed,  and  wasr/sbon 
persuaded,  from  thep$ins  which  Blood  took,  that  the'Visitoifli 
mttstii  be  of  soinO  distinction,  and  by  no  means  snch-^  had 
recently  honoured  them  with  ea^Hs,  Blood^swqxt  the  ksaiSto 
laaade  a bri^t  fire,  brought  twoi  qr  three  timeses  of/ stMw^  to 
iSM*vemstead  of  chaii'S^^^aijwIdigfaited  «ometaM^eh£Hi,iwlpQk^# 
pkoedat  intai:TBlsa.bo(ait4iLerooiil.  ■-        :   •      :  •  .'   v..*  r<^iivi 

Having  arranged  these  things,  he  jsat  himself  down  wiHi'it 
h«$ai^  durse,  and  a  half  cdniia,  nidf  JwtoildBmig  eapctomitdbA'  at 
the  turn  of  fortime  whi6h(  had  mrade  «  housemaid  .'of>  kme'  6i 
CroiAwel^i  Ironsides.^^  ^o&tder'^has^^.he  dumged  the  ^Ik^amii^ 


l(VTappDaig4Kizns^  in  =]us-  4^ak»  he  went?  i&mi'  %h^,»t^ix^a»^ 
lefekcbn^  to^the  caan^i> hy^lmhi  her  tuinallypw^de  .hi«.  e^it, 
a(4dJwlliftbheiieFdr-9ufie!i^(ld.Mearr^  kfj^^j^^&tm^ifit^^d^, 
tmibliiBBidf  to  look  out  foritiheAeriii^HNirf?' ,  Matt  ^Qt^oujr^lflpn^a 
l»fot&  hieitietatnied,  and;  thetarit  >lrft%iikicQ]]mf)^r  wi^<^:inan 
wM^b6i^«9!arinBapped;  up  aad  dwroMWii  im^rifymfimim^J 

"  And  how  doth  Joas  like  the  8aiYioe.of  *^  temghi!*  tASiid 
Q0^^oa^^Si»elmf^ihtjim&t.vvkh  .  .    -  ..^  ^ 

:t>(i¥H&:^v«ft]3B«iiy'to  tile  devil's  r*  replied  Mervyaii  witha 
0omx^mmim  ^fSuace  at  the  doctor*     • 
biiV^  Leibii^enly  Aihalia  then  beware»  for  Joaida  will  doubtless^^ 
find  itetditerday  in  his  interest  to  hett&j-  her«"  Mud  Oates  with 
aaolJto  of  his  unisightlj  gzina  at  Bk)od« 
hffd'WjiSaEL'ihBi/b  day  comesr  thou  proph^  in  Israel T'  replied 
iiM(Cdk^d>»  "  thy  neck  will  be  as  near  the  hangman's  rope  aa 
ereiPttOitiiy^HiOiaeal  crarat  I" 

. 'I!* -Why,  man,  I  haye  ate,  drank,  and  slept  these  twenty 
years  with  that  rope  round  my  neck;  but  never  yet  sawi 

^iBDksasih's  valet  to  tighten  it,"  replied  Oates ;  \*  ana  X  tpist 
seever^hall ;  for  methinks  I  am  now  within  sight  of  a  rioh 
bacbour,  where  I  may  lay  up  my  sea-wom  timbers,  and  go 
'f^  ^koda  at  leisure,  in  a  quiet,  honest  way.  And  let  me  tSU 
yoov'JBkfbdk"  he  added  in  a  particularly  gloomy  tone,  **  were 
it 'for  ntfthmf  bat  for  the  toil  of-  mind  and  restless  fears  <^ 
tyarkindof  lijfe,  'tis  good  to  be  virtuous.  Yet  for  all  thait^ 
brother  Merrjm,  methinks  I  shall  make  as  good  a  Protestant 
Saint  as  over  was  catalogued  in  your  Popish  martyroiogy«" 

*  ^r!£he  fiend,  for  aught  I  know,  might  make  the  same,"  said 
Mervynr  his  eyes  flashing  with  tears  of  rage.    ''  But  I  tell 
thae^  Oates-*-!  teU  thee,  devil !  as  surely  as  thou  halt  bet7»i.v«d 
tine  holy  ^iifch  thou  mockest,  with  a  Judas^kiaa,  so  surely  shaU 
tky^  perjuries  be  made  manifSBSt»  even  on  earlh,  and  thy  name 
beeome  the  syaonjFme  of  detected  crime  I" 
::n.«iiWi)t  thou  bring  on  this  scarecrow  sequdi  my  yoimg 
mouse  in  a  trap?"  said  Oates,  jeezingly. 
:  1  '^  I  wiU  peril  life  and  health,  soul  and  body.  Heaven  assist- 
iilgw  in  thbt  good  work  r  replied  Meivyn. 
'  :  '^Why  then  we  most  spike  yon  in  the  trap,  instead  of 
Ajdng  you  by  the  tail,  and  playiag  with  you  awhile  ere  we 
bestow  you  on  the  cat,  uttle  brother  Mervyn»"  returned 
Ooftes. 

-  **  You  folrget,  friend  TituB,"  said  the  colonel,  signifloantly, 
**  'Tis  true,  Uie  cheese  waa  yours,  but  the  trap  is  mine,  and  I 
have  taken  ^  liking  to  my  little  mousey-^and  I  should  like 


to  860  tibie  in&QL  that^  dare  but  look  unkiiidlj  on  tibe  iiimff' 

.  "  iNay,  I  like  Jittle  Islijnael  well  ^oogh.  nrfpelf,"  said. 
Gates,  ckanging  his  tone  very  Btiddenly*  **  and  of  tbat  I  shall. 
gITe.prpof  som^  of  these  fine^  mornings,"  ^; 

"  1  had  rather  a  serpent  prushed  me  in  his  folds,"  replied 
Mervyn,  and  seizing  his  missal,  he  seated  himseLf^  in  »  p^-^. 
turbed  silence,  on  the  hearth. 

,  "  Well,  toU,  Blood,  talk  a^  thon  wilt,"  s»d  Gates,  aftfet'a 
moment's  pause,  "  but  'slife,  X  had  rati^r  thou  hafi^t  the 
breakiB^  of  this  wjld  young  steed  than  I.  Met£b]I^  JT 
^easier  guide  the  courae  of  that  »iad  «i^.hM.t.  pd^" 
Cfisnion.  .^    . 

,  ".  Look  that  it  tear  thee,  not  to  pieees  in  thy  tiim,'*  r^lietf^ 
the  colonel.  "  The  good  steed  doth  but  reajr  aud  'play,  ISfct. 
t^hrows  not  his  experienced  rider.  Harkl^Pauls  Ixtlfiieiil^' 
twelve — ^these  gallants  should  be  here]" 

There  was  another  brief  pause,,  during  which  the  et%io|clipg'. 
of  the  blazing  wood  was  aldne  audilde;  then  came  a  [^asn 
of  oars,  and  a  shrill  whistle  without*  Blood  stai^ted  up^ 
s^ed  a  torch,  and  lefb  the  apartment.  Mervyn  oontinued  $o 
r^ad,  without  even  looking  at  Gates,,  whoso  dull,  mali^ant 
eyes  were,  however,  fixed  on  him. 

The  sound  of  footsteps  asceoadihg  the  Btabrs  wafi  soon, 
audible,  and  seyeral  voieea  in  eager  conyersation,  soni/e  of  ■ 
wibidx  Merryn  thought  he  had  heajfd  before.  The ,  door 
opened,  and  Blood  appeared,  lighting  in  foui^eayaiiers  in  long, 
roquelaures  and  slpudned  hats,  the  two  forem,ost  of  whonl  he 
recognized  as;  Shaftesbury  and  the  Ix»rd  Howard.  The  third* 
waa  a  tall,  stately-dOoking  gentleman,  but  with  a  counteiiance 
singularly  proud  and  morose.    The  last  cavaUer^  a  young  and' 

very  handsome  man,  dressed  with  elaborate  riclmess,.  Is.  a^h 
peared  when  he  laid  aside  his  cloak,  had  a  i^eerfiil,  winning, 
countenance,  though  characteri2sed  by  the  reckless  p(roiflig;ae7 
remarkable  in  almost  all  the  portraits  of  Charles  the  Second^ 
courtiers^  This  cavalier  was,  in  fact,  the  brave  and  bciatltifhl 
"  Absolom  "  of  Dryden's  satire,  he  who  : 

"  Whate*ef  he  did  was  done  "with  so  much,  ea^e 
In  him  alone  *twas  natural  to  please :  ',    *;   ' 

His  motions  all  aiicMnpany'd  with  grace  j 
And  Paradise  was  opened  in  his  face.'* 

T 

"  You  see,  iny  lord  duke,  men  stand  no  more  on  pre^ , 
cedence  in  plots  than  in  battles,"' said  Shafbesbuiy,!  bowing  to 
Monmouth,  as  he  entered  first. 

"  Nay,  I  will  dispute  no  man's  right  to  be  hanged  or  -shot 
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fa^fime  me,"  x^lied  tiiie  diike,.  smiling,  "r  and  Iea$t  of  all,  yours. 
Biy  Lord  Shaftesbury."  M 

*'  'T»  Cor  his  majesty  to  regolato  all  suck  honours/'  said 
the  Lord  Howard,  glaacmg  sharply  round.  "'Ha/what*^ 
Mr.  Gates's  wY)^^6r<^  again  P**  / 

J.^Atid  Coknel  Blood's,  my  lord/'  said  that  gentleman,  id^K 
^„  fil^t  suule ;   "  and  I  hope,  when  the  Montnouth  and 
Shaftesbury  administration  commeKices  its  glorious  career,  the 
/inrfAfi^  of  lOl  your  lomiships." 

J'.  xu}i,  colonel,  I  am  no  adminisisrator !  I  Want  oniy  ike 
snqfii,  of 'the  state  in  my  hand !"  replied  the  duke.  ^^  Give 
ZQi^r'l^t— -soldiers  not  derlcs — and  let  who  will  wield  thd 
pea.**    ' 

y  .**  Yqu?  fpssLce  chooses  more  bravrfy  than  wisely,"  said 
Sbliftesbury.  *'  The  days  are  ^ast  or  passing  when  force 
Eel^Arthe  sway,  and  a  time  is  oommg  when  a  grey  goose-quill 
ahkOi  be  more  powerful  in  good  or  evil  th^  the  sword  of 
Alexander." 

V'^  Meanwhile  let  us  keep  ours  i^iarp,"  said  Monmouthir 
smiling  sarcastically.  '^  Trust  in  the  Lord,  broliiers !  a^ 
Cromwell  said  to  his  Ironsides,  but  keep  your  powder  dry." 

-  •*  At  all  events,  milords,  you  are  all  very  heartily  welcome 
to  my  poor  roof,"  said  l^od.  ''Beseech  yOu  all,  take  io,  nide 
soldiers  greetings  and  be  seated.  But  I  thought,  my  Lord 
SbftftesbiUT*  that  Cdkmel  Sydney  and  Lord  Bussell  were  to 
be  of  the  consult?" 

..  '*  Thou  art  still  a  novice  in  men*s  affairs  tiien,  sir,"  replied 
tibte  earL  "  These  are  not  the  men  for  such  a  business  as  we 
oome  about.  Eussell  is  too  honest,  and  Sydney  is  too  in- 
flexibly just,  to  adapt  themselves  to  the  tortuous  policy  the 
age  demands.  To  work  well,  such  men  must  believe  in  their 
causey  and  suspect  no  shadow  of  wrong  in  its  brightness^ 
flTell,  Mr.  Oates,"  c(»xtinued  he,  turning  to  that  persOhage, 
*r  since  we  last  met,  you  are  grown  a  great  man.  Prithee,  is 
jaaur  doublet  too  narrow  for  you  yet  P  * 

"  1  hope,  my  lord,"  said  the  duke,  '*  that  though  our 
firiend  be  of  a  sudden  and  a  monstrous  growth,  he  will  not 
prove  a  marsh-mushroom,  and  shrivel  into  nought  as  soon." 

.  **  Whatso  foot  crushes  me,  I  will  make  his  path  slippery, 
my  loard,"  said  Oates,  emphatically. 

,  "  Out  ground  it  slippery  enOOj^h  already — we  slide  on 
watery  ice,"  said  the  third  cavalier,  m  a  gloomy  voice.    "  Mr. 
QftteSy.  whether  this  popish  plot  be  true  er  not^  rests  with 
your  cooseienee:  I  pretend  not  to  burden  mine  with  Hlo* 
ImowledgB ;  but  it  is  my  solemn  duty,  believing  in  its  ex*- 
iltoQQe  a^  I  religiously  do—" 


I0S  irmrsrauAKej 


<SiaidI,'*i4iiten?apted  Sbuwrdv  ^^tii  s  peralttr  ffiattHK. 
**  And  I,  my  Lord  Essex — ^but  take  it  in  any  light  yow^rHi, 
'tis  tLe  ino$t4najm^oiii  cogdswmas&to  tasb  owe  enesnaMiliat 
hatiii  be«n  likmpoti  aiaod  tKetrdaysLof  MaehiftVelli/'  -v  lik; 

<  .*<  Aod  y^et  the  f^oodiBaDiby' thinks  to  Tide  oarstonfftfis  if 
he  were  the  Magus  raising  iti'*  '«aid'  Shafiesbia^,'  ^tttx4l?i 
'^ScKV  eoiirtljfMg^iileiBan;!  ^if  a  lord  high  treaanrst  «otud 
eT^rhaeom^^tvihimeof  iiiepo^W'  "  -  ^^.Tii^W 

.  *'  But  methinks  the  whole  diseonreir  is  but  »  sicldjrtiflQi^ 
Iki^,  that  wiU  ne'er  see  tnaohoody'' said  Essex.  *     ^'  pnolii;'; 

''It  ne^da  emitt^iefff  Essex,  oofy  crutches/' replied  tiidieaiis 
'*  We  must  strike  some  ^raxM^'r9«^^*'^«uch  aB'£tdrdievuwtnU 
have  struck,  not  Sydney's  Manms  Brutus !  I  wHl'dDfifesB* 
iliijuter  Oates^  I  did  imticipaite  l^tle  or  not^Lin^  f^BtrmyHhi 
first  divulgement  of  your  great  plot;  but  it  tfitea<iixiiKtf 
vellously,  and  if  we  can  but  preserve  its  life  till'tbefpiiiiKJ 
mctnt meets,  I  will  engage  tamake  an  engine  of  it  •thlit^hldl  • 
thrust  these  ministers  m>m  their  seats  for  ever."      '     '    ^>i>^^ 

*'  And  my  blessed  uncle  of  York !"  ^cdaimed  MoHnKfo^; 
**  I  care  not  to  play  the  babe  in  the  wood,  to  be  mosscfdroYO^ 
by  all  the  robin^redbreasts  of  faction  in  the  world.'*         "loi . 

y  You  cannot  lore  his  highness  less  than  I  do,"  replieil'  Ubi^ 
earl,  with  a  malignant  smile.  "But  jou  are  too  hnstf^ 
Monmouth — sudden  and  rash,  not  politic  and  slow,  aif  halh 
been  the  way  with  those  who  would  mount  by  pulling  down; 
Some  day  you  will  run  yourself  within  the  m^eaaiivgt^itte 
statute  of  Edward  III.,  from  whose  meshes  my  utmovi'^lcffl 
oan  hardly  keen  myself  disentangled." 

ff  Then  I  wiu  rush  into  it  sword  in  hand,  and  so  cut^tte 
CDvdal"  said  Monmouth.  ^  ^(^'^ 

**  Do  not  eat  your  firnit  in  blossom,  my  master,^  mM 
Shaltedbury,  calmly.  **  The  day  may  come  when  it^wiH  'be 
fittintg  to  stmm  the  citadel;  at  present  we  are  mffeAf 
throwing  down  its  d^enoes."  -    ••  t 

"  Why,  &Lth,  I  am  weary  too  of  this  hesitating  poUc^,^'  ms^ 
daimed  Howafd.    "I  am  of  Prince  Bupert's  opimoi^^to 
fight  first  and  reason  afterwards."  'iraio» 

"He- WflB'  -of  that  opinion  at  Marsten  Moor/t  ^fifild 
Sbl^^buxy»  "  And  yet  I  doubt  if  mattere  came  to'  ft  fSl' 
push,  my  lord "  .        '  .   Lloft 

"You  doubt  what,  Shaftesbury P"  interrupted  KorTtt^ 
ookAUfing  deephr.    *' What  ibeiin  yon  by  that  rnmseP"  'i 

"  Nothing,  Lord  Howard,"  replied  ike  earf,  tievy  ffoiiM^ 
**  nQthing--*but  that  no  gdod^hnabandman  scythes  hi^-  ^Xn 
while  it  is  green.    Ai»d  meihiidca  that  tou,  who  haTe'^ft^' 
furest  wife  and  richest  efitaiteia  Engiatitf,  skcrald  plsy  liutte 


caxelesahr.  <f  jLad  asibb  iliff  esiiata^^  fiukb;  nire  'faki^e:'tii»iokl«d 
H  mmiif  dnnoff  faer  jlife^L^andafWitliii^  it  ib:  ^talii^  to  a 
iftedie  irueai-of  2ie  Anmerksr  •:■!■  •  -t  -^-^  \'".i^'    '>'^'  "  •  '*".  *' » 

l<l//.il  hAT/e  a  wife  wli^m  I  dBaafyloare^  aad  :cbii:)ife)i  irlidse 
T^ts  I  would  not  peril  far  tiBB:ap||9l^  of  mih^  efytf,"  MMUle 
Airib;ofi:£B8€s,  "^fonasmndi  as  'tm  bettefr  ^  be  a  dog^of  a^ 
Gurions  breed  in  England  than  a  poor  asan^:  bat  I  ^i^l  wB;g4» 
aftit^tlibG^  ^childsneiw  wife,.  praperfy^-^TSoofittr ' tban  snbiiiit  to 
^diitaiErr.^cmer  aftd  popifiJi  tin^^ 

^%^^l&Aa>J[,"  Baid  Idjonmontii,  ^'mve  a  sweet  mistress  whom 
Xi$iYmM>Uft  tiban  je  all  do  your  wires,  but  she  as  w^ll  as  I 
wittftimo^  life  and  lore  on.  the  lidi  die  of  a  crown,  thougk 
fai^Jitldiihe  stakes  acamat  ns." 

IhtSliA'mot  Sydnej  hear  yon  talk  of  a  crown,  Moionontili^^ 
said  Shaftesbniy,  grardlj.    **  I  hare  heard  him  fiWear^  h&. 
cilras>tti»t^  if  there  mosi  be  a  tyvant*  whether  James  of  York 
ar<*  Janes  of  Monmouth  be  he.    Sydney  is  for  a  fr^  and' 
glorious  Bepnblicy  caiing^  not  whether  hunself  be  the  first  ot^ 
ImI  9i  its  dtiaens,  so  that  th&gradations  be  allotted  by  merit-*- 
39  indeed. he  need  not,  for  that  wtmld  ^ace  him  foremost/* 

:  ^,  Well — ^let  him  brinff  back  the  old  Ilepublic,  and  then  the^ ' 
lott'  hood;  a  Oromwdil,     said  Manmootn,  langhing.    '*  Bvk 
latfthgnW  eolonei,  the  air  of  tibia  chamber  is  too  damp  fcfr 
$iljthiiigbntafroEg..  Hare  ytm  a  cellar  here  F" 

*'  It  were  argmnent  of  great  ignorance  of  the  eonrt^ltv 
myite  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  witmrat  some  such  prtmsioh,** 
said  Blood.  "  lohabod,  go  draw  us  a  tankard  from  the  bladlc 
«Hk  to ih& right  asyovi enter»  ehalked,  Lachrymso  G" 

',,  **  frithee,  plain  Canaries  for  me,  an  it  suit  your  ceBai^bill^ 
mjwe  hoat»."  said  the  duke  %  "  Tli  drink  none  of  jroxof  XMlian 
popish  wines,  lest  Oates  here  indiot  me.  And  is  thisTOU^ 
Gmymede,  old  Thunderer  P    A  comely  vouth,  good  sootn." 

.'^.I'iAes,  and  fit  for  a  better  semce^  which  your  graaemay 
some  day  afibrd him,"  replied  Bbod;  :;     »■  .   ;^ 

bi^iFaithr  yes,  an  he  can  wield  a  sword,"  iaidMohmtouth,. 
'tiShy  fortune  is  made,  child,  if  thou  art  as  well  fitted  fOi^'tili^ 
fields  of  Mars  as  those  of  Venus.  Can  he  draiw  blue  steed;*. 
Jflimir  •■   ' 

"  In  a  good,  cause^  my  lord  dahe^  Ik)  the  dcwth,"  replied^ 

^'  Mj  lord  ^Tuke  1"  rapeatedi^haftjesbury,  '*  How  knows  he 
that  P-^Ii  he  safe^  BIooJH  that-ybaia-ttst  him  so  far  r 
J.•«^  I  will  aaswer  for  hsuL  hOnrnt^mUbi  tof  life,"  said  Bodd.  ^ 


his  exit  with  the  tuikard. 

.Tiie  cellar  was   at   8<«ne'  dntause^    aad  it  #tti  sepreral 
mkasteft  ere  ke  letqxoied  -wsth  the  wiae^    His  re^mttymm, 
seaicdly  noticed  by  93xy  one  but  Blood,  who  motioned  mmi^. 
pat  the  wme  down,  loir  ShaftesbittnrnraB  spe&kiiup  iril^.i^era- 
fcaawiegtoeM^ajidin&i^wtone.  ^^^  ^, 

"  The  plot  19'  fttaggennff,"  ha  was  M^i&g;  ^  *^  it  ,easiM|r 
snryive  unless  some  new  b^d  be  poiiured  in&  it*  exhaastfia% 
nti^s.  Yo«  Imow  well,  iOatoe,  thai  the  Idng'a  ineeeclQ* 
lify,  aad  th&  nonHippeiany[|C0  of  thode  mnxdevei^ft  of  ya|i^[^ 
gave  it  a  heavy  blow.  I  serapje  not  to  «£ow  that  X  'W^-, 
liioat  to  {Kxre  the&  and.  the  plot  up^  fnend,  when  ^e  tkriee- 
fhrtonate  disooTerf  of  Ooleman's  letters^  ooewRred  f  butr.  wffsbr 
affRued  they  wili  only  oondaom  hiniy  not  justify  yoiL  Feodj^^t 
are  already  coming  back  to  thsir'  semesy  and  youT'iipewb 
standfradbiflnce  of  waainff  away  m  &  slow consmnptioQ^  aOidr 
its  owneir  of  ending  at  Tyhom,  like  poor  Mooedo.  •  -  -< 

"  But,  my  loard,  that  canmot  be/'  said  Oateaj  tremukixiB^*. 
**  The  nation  has  cLeaarly  taken  paart  with  ma  in  the  dtsefffcsyv 
of  1^  ^at>  and  Coleman's  lettars,  tibough  doabtless^  c<m^ 
fiiamig  me  in  no  partiealar,  do  in  ^all  the  general  mn^tteo^ 
most  amply  and  sohstantiftlly  coniBrm  my  tidings  out^  qC 
(JafiL" 

'<  At  all  haasards,"  said  Howard,  *'  it  will  not  do  to  let  ^tttf 
plot  ML  'Tis  a  mine  that  will  btust  on  the  eBd^neeif^  0r»^ 
like  an  oTercharged  oannoo,  wveak  its  fury  cm.  ikose  wW 
l«iidedit;  and  we  shall  but  luuro  radsed  the  popular  fury  to 
gorge  itself  in  our  own  destmction." 

*f  And  if  I  £Edl,  it  shall  not  be  alone,,  nobles  of  Israel>*^  snd 
Gates,  ^looimly.  '<  And.  I  will  make  bat  sorrowM  sport  f&f 
the  PhnistineB." 

"  And  what  can  soeh  a  poor  forlorn  wretch  as  thou  art  4o, 
with  a  parcel  of  trump^y  inveiitioia  P"  said  the  earl,  wil^ 
ineffable  x^onteanpt.  "  'Tis  but  to  let  you  sink  by  the  wei^^, 
of  3;roQr  own  lies  to  the  bottomless  pit  of  ignomurf*" 

"  N&j,  now ;  but  what  I  jxmsai,  my  loard,"  said  Oates^dn 
an  abject  tone  of  subnussian,  **  is  but  this,,  that  though  I  ^ 
wiiliBg  to  save  the  nation  by  any  path  jasr  lordsmps.  em^- 
ppint  out,  I  feel  not  within  m»  the  courage  necessary  to  wip/ 
a  leaf  in  Fox's  Book  of  Martyrs,  when  I)r.  Tongue  bzisB^, 
oat  his  new  edition." 

"  It  were  indeed  too  much  to  bum  thee  out  of  one  fire  into- 
Another,"  replied  the  earl. 

'^  And  hani:  ye,  man,  we  do  not  meaft  to  abandon  you,"  sadd^ 
Monmouth ;  "so  look  a  little  less  like  a  condemned  ghost,  > 


for  know,  "vre  are  all  embarked  in  the  same  boat,  and  will  sink 
or  swim  together."    . 

**  My  Lord  Monmouth,  you  are  good  at  th6  oar,  but  pray 
ytm  meddle  not  wi^  the  helm;*'  isaid  Shaftesbury  vfeiy 

'ffjljod  men  say;  ShafteidkLry,  you  are  fond  of  siarngfttiiig" 
stom^  waters^  and  showing  your  dexterity  ^coasting  anddst 
8&nJS6wB  and  Inreaicets  when  ^  open>  0^  would  betfter-cmfre," 

'''*' 19dedth,  joy  krds  V^  exclumed  ^Kood,  imnaliently,  ^meN 
tbd^ht  it  was  allowed  ai;  all  hands  that  ^e  doetor's  oored^  is 
tMie  supports  hy  hook  or  by  crook,  at  Idl  risks." 

'^llteeoioneliarigbctipQlseyfoirind  we  should  des^^  gjood 
d'^ituse:!"  eacelii&ted  ^laliesbury,  alter  a  deeppasise of  rvamam" 
ik^ff^.  ' '  Be  of  good  diser,  brother  Ostes.  Casta  eketosiOf 
w^  must'  supped  jovi  imd  will.  The  existnnee  of  the  plefr 
masA  be  supptHrted  byaome  &e  strdke^^omethijig  to  fir 
sospicion  on  the  Duke  of  York--~8ueh  as  the  itt-tseatment  ei* 
sixbi6'X>epular  mafistrate  mixed  up  in  the  ijrairl<--what  if 
aAasoItea  by  Ca^hmio  raffiizu^  fMnked  and  dU^uUed  V* 

**  WbuM  you  ^  soma  worshipful  nose,  as  the  corat-*oir 
ra'^terihe  oolouel  horo'  iarved  poor  Oorsortry,"  said  Sowaoed, 
lawghfhg; 

"  If  it  be  au^t.thai  needa  &  strong  arm»  I  haye  one  at  the^ 
demotion  of  the  cause/'  said  the  ooloneL 

•  .'<'  Well,  'tis  no  treason  to  drink  to  the  miooess  of  all  honest, 
dsBigns,"  said  Monmouth.  "Where  is  the  side P-^Ha t* 
Qanyxkiede.  The  boy  is  surely  wacming;  his  bl«iod  air  ihy 
expense,  colonel ;  but  indeed  it  must  be  nigh  fiozen."  ^ 

'  *^  He  is  here,  iny  loin£"  said  the  eoloael»  turning  t*  his 
young^'oup-bearer,  who  was  standing  motionless  with  sni]^6> 
at'thise  reyelstions, 

^  'l^ids,  Blood,  I  like  not  two  TBtoeasea  to  what  a  arown«* 
liwyer  may  construe  into  a  rarietf  of  queer  shapes/'  said' 
Shifffceabury,  hastily.  ''And  metlimks  'tis  late  -  tor  sueh  a 
mere  boy  to  be  &om  the  pillow :  send  him  thither,  colond." 

*:iEftood  reiterated  this  command,  though  in  a  Tory  mild  tone, 
zoik  Merr^  witti^w  isi  proud  sdei^.  Bloed,  howemer*. 
reeaUed  lum  to  reeeive  a  gol:^  of  wine  and  a  torch,  for  hs^ 
wus^  ^oing^  without  either,  and,  bowing  zespeotfiiUy  to  the' 
cQSKpany,  he  retired. 


17^  WmTBFBTABS. 

'^   VrxUBBElNGS  ^3T  AW  OUX)  MAK8I0K;  ^ 

*  WjTH  a  8^  aad  liesitjMjiug  step  Mervyn  left  the  apartiiies^ 
and  as  the  door  closed,  and  he  found  juspuielf  alqne  id  .^e 
ruinous  corridor,  tl^e  ^lU  desolation  of  his  positic^pk.rrtu^)!^ 
overpoweringfy  upoi).hiiu,  He  proceeded  howeTer^nijMiir 
cally,  up  the  silent  ^tairqase,  to  his  own  miserable!  ^^t^^ 
and  there  placiii^  his  laimi  on  the.  floor,  he  sat  down  ibe^ .  ,,_  ^ 
in  utter  despair.  He  thought  of  that  aweet  mid^icfno^i^^ 
peace  of  his  young  days  at  St.  Omer,  under  the  sey^j^JlM;^ 
Deneyolent  eye  of  Van  Huylsman,  and  drew  a  meli^|b0^f^ 
contrast  between  his  present  wretdied  condition  ana,  J^ 
golden  reveries  of  ignor^ce  which  had  lured  him  for&  (>%j^ 
troubled  waves  of  the  world.  Unacquainted  aa  he  ^Of  n^^ 
the  passions  and  politics  of  the  times,  Mervyn  still  had  ainp)^ 
materials  for  feariul  conjecture,  concerning  the  projecteoiftl^ 
extraordinary  society  assembled  with  so  much  mystery  «iM 
such  a  place.  BigicQy  educated  as  he  had  been  in  submissipiii 
and  fQial  love  to  the  church,  in  whose  bosom  he  had  h^i^ 
reared,  his  conscience  was  fretted  and  stune  by  the  certain^ 
which  he  now  possessed,  that  he  was  in  me  power  of  vofitk 
plotting  against  her  very  existence.  As  he  meditated  lojig, 
and  deeply  on  this  circumstance,  recollections  of  the  soleaiA 
benediction  bj  which  Oliva  had  dedicated  him,  came  an-  fu)l 
force  upon  him,  and  hia  present  condition,  in  the  seryie^  of ' 
the  church's  bitter  enemies,  assumed  the  hideous  aspect  d^.jk 
crime  against  Heaven  itself.  •  ,*. 

While  these  ideas  thronged  upon  him,  he  began  to  me4itat» 
the  propriety  of  escaping  m>m  what  he  almost  considered  a» 
Bhackles  of  the  Evil  One.  The  prospect  of  throwing  hims^ 
alone  and  friendless  on  the  worla  had  no  loneer  such  teirois 
to  him,  for  he  felt  an  energy  and  resolution  which  his  exeite4 
fancy  represented  as  promptings  of  some  good  angeL  IW- 
time,  too,  seemed  |)ropitiou8;  his  captors  were  absorbed  ^1])^' 
their  own  dark,  projects,  and  he  neea  fear  no  espial  on  the 
part  of  Blood,  who-  generally  watched  his  movements  ws^/ 
anxiety.  But  then,  was  escape  possible  P  Mervyn  fi^ 
ruminating  for  some  time,  and  at  last,  with  a  va^ue  h9^ 
that  he  mieht  find  some  outlet  which  had  yet  ^uded  J^ 
researches,  he  rose,  took  his  torch,  and  left  the  apartment*    (i 

He  listened  for  a  moment  with  one  foot  in  the  corrido;rt, 
throwing  his  liffht  far  and  searchingly  around,  above  and 
below.  But  all  was  silent  as  the  grave ;  the  thin  rays  of 
moonlight,  piercing  among  the  dusty  beams  of  the  rooi^ 
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crossed  eacli  other  in  £mtastic  forma,,  and  iUamin&ting  the 
•luill  below,  threw  into  it  shadowy  and  indistinct  masses,  which 
at  the  first  glance  se^m^  Uke  a^  ,a^|ieiul>ly  ,o£  dark  spirits 
watching  his  motions.  A  moment's  ol)seryation  served  to 
48if|iat6  this  illusion,  and  he  proceeded  cantionsly  on  his 
k&irSr.  Eoom  after  room  did  he  oJ)en  of  those  commnni- 
.hflliAi  ^h  the^ corridor,  and  fbiind  in  all  the  same  darkness 
aMti^'ui^'  same  disappointment.  Bare  walls  moxddering  with 
«Bim]p^,^lK)tten  floors  that  yielded  an  insecure  footing  as  he 
.^rOlte^-^em,  hi^  and  narrow  windows  blocked  wim  triple 
hm^i^'nud  some  few  decayed  relics  of  former  habitation, 
i/it^lM^y  not  deemed  worth  removing,  were  all  the  discoYerie3 

"'^Tcateft  and  chilled  with  the  result  of  his  gloomy  survey,  he 
t^^xened,  into  the  corridor,  and  stood  for  some  minutes  leaning 
.^J^tftffly  Over  the  balustrade.  While  thus  engaged  his  eje 
iE^jll^  ehance  on  the  staircase  below,  which,  touched  with 
iHmiS'  %eams  of  moonlight,  seemed  of  carved  stone,  and 
teminded  him  of  a  flight  of  steps  which  he  had  observed  in 
Mb  last  visit  to  the  cellar,  and  which  he  remembered  had 
Mated  his  curiosity  as  to  whither  they  might  lead.  The  idea 
deeurred  instantly,  that  perhaps,  in  this  jealously-constructed 
^ttnsion,  those  staors  might  lead  to  some  outlet  not  known, 
^nd  thet^fore  not  secured,  by  Blood.  At  all  events  he 
4^efehmned  on  exploring  them,  for  if  they  led  to  disappoint- 
.afeehb"  it  was  but  one  added  to  many. 

^^*AccOi*dingly  Ixe  descended  the  old  crumbling  , staircase, 
Mdng  ^reat  pains  to  prevent  aaj  creaking  which  might 
betray  him,  and  reached  the  hall,  where  he  paused  and  looked 
toiiiA  fiim.  Hearing  and  perceiving  nougnt,  he  trod  alonff 
Mtk  a  bolder  step,  and  opening  a  door  imperfectly  concealed 
Ay  its  resemblance  to  the  panels  of  the  walls,  he  entered  a 
#ide  kitchen,  which  seemed  capacious  enough  to  have  cooked 
idipaev  for  an  army.  But  even  the  tiled  floor  was  overgrown 
-#yt^  grass,  and  frogs  l^opped  about  on  the  very  hearths; 
Mdeed,  there  were  many  tokens  of  a  visit  from  the  river,  on 
^4fev«ei  with  which  were  the  kitchen  window^.  A  pantry 
^^OTmnmicated  with  this  apartment,  in  which  was  a  trap-door 
lblftiiji&  to  the  cellars.  Down  this  Mervyn  boldly  proceeded, 
^iW^ti  few- steps  brought  him  to  the  floor  of  the  cellar,  which 
#4b  of  large -extent,  a^Jtd  suited  the  general  proportions  of  the 
jnaosibn.  The  walls  were, dripping  with  damp  white  moss, 
aft^  "the  air  was  so  dense  that  Mervyn's  torch  seemed  as  if 
l^iurning  in  a  mist.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  cellar,  oyer  a 
•vange'  of  arches,  was  tibe  flight  of  steps  which  he  had 
-remarked.    It  was  very  narrovr,  and  unrailed,  as  if  formed 
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nerely  by  ibe  jutting  out  of  nulBsire  stones  at  intanndB 
fpoiai  Ibe  wallfl,  aad  l&owmg  bis  toichlight  upwards,  Meiv 
Tyn  saw  that  it  termiiiated  ia  a  l^Mk  archway  abore-  ike 
eelkur. 

The  yoan^  adventured  hesitated  not  a  moment  to  contisme 
his  exjMoration;  and  though  the  atones  were  coi?ere4  wil^ 
dippery  inerastotions,  and  some  of  them  trembled  as  he  tnid» 
he  boldly  proceeded*  Some  fifteen  of  these  steps  broq|^ 
him  to  a  level  with  the  archway,  which,  as  a  eLaaoein£!srmied 
him,  terminated  in  a  very  narrow  doorway.  The  door,  honvi- 
eyer,  was  evidently  of  masnve  materials,  thoogh  it  ^leldbil 
eas^  to  his  pressure,  and  swung  heavily  back  on  its  huigeBii 

!M!ervyn  was  on  the  point  of  stepping  forward  witkaat«0- 
fleciion,  when  luckily  he  perceived,  but  witii  a  deadly  Bensa- 
tion  of  horror,  that  he  was  about  to  tread  into  a  deep  squaarfe 
well,  of  a  depth  beyond  the  power  of  his  torch  to  ulunixBif. 
iFurther  observation  showed  nim,  on  the  opposite  side,  a 
doorway  corresponding  to  that  at  which  he  stood,  and  a  mas- 
sive door  of  oajk,  clenched  with  iron,  leaning  off  the  hinrai 
i^ainst  it.  There  were  also  r«emains  of  a  drawbridge,  v^ 
ehains  stQl  han^g  rustily  on  the  door-timbers,  and  some 
broken  pieces  oiiron-work  adhering  to  the  threshold. 

Tfads  obstacle  seemed,  at  first  sight,  insurmountable,  m&i. 
Mervyn  also  recollected,  with  a  ehiu  of  horror,  certain  parta- 
oolarB  of  the  old  miser's  murder,  which  he  had  not  aotieeil 
much  when  he  heard  them,  but  which  now  strode  his  menMi^ 
painfully.  Be  remembered  to  have  heard  that  the  pameide 
and  his  accomplices  effected  an  entry  into  the  dEd  mta^ 
apartment,  by  laying  a  beam  of  wood  across  die  wett-  in 
whieh  he  usually  kept  his  treasures,  in  an  iron  cask,  and,  after 
oompleting  the  terrible  deed,  had  dropi>ed  his  corpse  into  the 
well,  to  give  him  an  appearance  of  having  met  his  death  fey- 
accident,  lliis  dreaoM  association  almost  unnerved  the 
young  explorer,'  and  the  torch  quivered  in  his  hand,  aa  if  ift 
an  ague-fit ;  but  he  rallied  his  coorage  by  a  strong  effort^  ansl 
began  examining  the  well  with  minute  attention. 

Mervyn  had  httle  doubt  that  the  door  <m  the  opposke  aide 
opened  mto  the  unhappy  miser's  bed-ohamber,  and  stiH  ieaa 
that  it  must  have  some  exit  c<»Llzived  for  his  Mecwa/^jh-ri^ 
least  some  oommunioaticm  with  one.  He  detexmined,  thei«h 
fore,  at  all  hacards,  to  attempt  exploring  it.  But  at  firatliiip 
aeeitted  impossible ;  for  th^re  were,  apparmtly,  no  mean^l^ 
eroas.  the  mghtful  chasm  yawning  between.  On  eonsidayi^ 
tion,  iM^vever,  he  imagined  it  w(rald  be  no  difficult  task  W 
leap  it,  if  he  had  any  means  of  staying  himself  on  ti)«  opp»- 
fiite  tiireshcAd  after  the  shock*    Iiookmg  upward,  a  danffling 
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jTOfte  cttoght  liis  eye,  nod  lefleetiii^  tk»l  it  must  neeidb  be  of 
great  strength,  and  well  fised,  4)0  bear  the  weishtof  gold 
whkh  the  rieh  miser  had  daily  ioiviered  into  the  'weQ,.  he 
o»Q|^t  hold  of  it,  and  examined  it  carefolly.  Though  som^^ 
'WkSb^oTD.  and  hUu^mied  by  thne,  he  still  thooeht  the  rope 
ti^t&ig  enough  to  bearhk  &ght  weiight,  even  ifobbged  1o 
ttfodt  toit  wholly;  snd  he  confided < much  in  the  slSl  and 
Mtrrit^f  wluohhad  always  enabled  him  to  bear  the  beU  amooig 
r^lBi0  stodents  >  at  St.  Omeri  He  began  to  fear,  however,  th«t 
hB  flhiOald  be  obliged  to  abandon  hia  torch,  which  was  no  Terjr 
iplAMa&t  alteamatiye  on  such  an  adyentiue;  bnt  a^ain,  on 
dfeHb^sate  thought,  he  imagined  that  he  conld  keep  it  in  hiB 
left^luAd,  while  wiHi  his  right  he  grasped  the  rope.  Tbia 
Ideft'  he  paosed  not  to  weign  in  yeiy  niee  scales,  fearing  lest 
lUA  resmuiion  might  Ml,  and  winding  the  rope  ronndhiB 
^hflnd  and  arm,  he  leaped. 

The  erents  of  the  next  two  moments,  £or  it  occupied  bat  & 
brief  £ai^  of  time,  oyer  afterwards  appeared  to  him  like  the 
'Seeoileetion  of  some  iBsane  dream.  He  remembered  that  has 
foot  clipped  on  the  yery  edge  of  the  throBh^d*- that  he  was 
ti»ewn  pack,  and  in  a  msoment  hong  itrugffling  oyer  the 
abyss,  with  a  dreadful  pain  in  his  shotuder  a^  arm,  as  if  his 
wwght  were  dragging  them  off.  And  tiien  he  seemed  to 
grasp  At  the  rope  with  his  left  hand,  still  tenaciously  keepii^ 
stihetoirch,  and  with  a  sensatison  to  which  no  lanroage  can  £> 
tiie  faintest  justice,  he  saw  the  aflame  mingle  wim  the  rope«*^ 
Bm  it  I  The  rest  was  a  mere  effort  of  instinct,  for  mind  wae 
Idstin  intense  horror.  But  he  found  himself,  he  knew  not 
Itow,  standing  secure  on  the  st^aework  of  the  doorway,  stffl 
missing  the  torch  and  a  piece  of  the  rope,  ihe  remaindar 
blaming  aboye  him  till  it  came  to  the  iron  rdler,  where  it 
t>e0ame  extmguished. 

>  Merryn's  first  use  of  speech  and  reason  was  to  utter  a  £e^ 
vent  Iiaus  1  which  came  spontaneously  to  the  %s  of  tibe 
^focisg  acolyte  of  St.  Omer.  He  then  endeayoiorMl  to  movi» 
the  broken  door  sideways,  but  its  prodigious  weight  made 
-Ibst  mpossible  for  his  strength ;  and  certain  that  he  could 
aiot  return  the  way  he  had  come,  he  was  obliged  to  apply  his 
>0fibrte  to  puidun^  it  forward,  in  this  he  succeeded,  and  the 
sMUidLye  povtal  f dl  with  a  thoadedng  bang  on  the  floor  of  the 
•moEtment,  seeming  toring  in  edioes  ihiDugh  the  whole man- 
matki  At  ihe  same  time  a  thiek  cloud  of  dust  rose,  and 
itooit  stifled  Ihe  young  ady«atmrer,  and  he  heard  a  sudden 
neuttd  of  serambling  in  the  chamber,  which  made  his  heait 
palfitate  yiolentiy.  A  moment's  reflection  conyinced  him 
litttHitt  clatter  was  cassed  by  rats,  and  he  plainly  dist]&> 
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goisiied  three  or  four  crossing  the  Eoor  ia  the  wildest  hast^ 
4Mid  9q?i^2^^9  as  if  ixL  ibe  ckws  of  a  cat 

Mervjn  wa3.  not  without  apprehensions  that  the  noise  of 
-tho  falling  jdoor.  might  have  reached  Blood  and  his  feltot^l 
•ijonspiirifitors,  and  he  listened  for  some  minutes  in  a  state  ^JT 
veiy  great  perturbation.  The  deep  uninterrupted  sileiie^ 
whidik  BUQceeded^  reassured  while  it  appalled  him,  and  he  rerir 
txire4  to  cast  a  cursory  glance  round  the  chamber,  his  di^^ 
whitening  as  he  perceived  the  justness  of  his  conclusion,  vlj^ 
it  had  bcSn  the  unfortunate  miser's.  /"^ 

He  found  himself  in  a  large,  irregularly-formed  apartmetit> 
which  still  bore  many  tokens  of  the  use  to  which  it  had  beei 
-applied  by  its  former  tenant.  There  was  a  huge  old  mLahoganf 
bedstead  still  remaining,  very  elaborately  carved  with  Goth^ 
-cupids  and  festoons  of  vines  and  grapes,  but  all  covered  wltih 
dust  and  cobwebs.  The  bed,  the  pulows,  the  rich  old  cotifit 
terpane  of  raised  damask,  were  still  there,  all  rat-eaten,  blacl^^ 
ana  mouldy  with  neglect ;  and  Mervyn's  hair  almost  bristle^ 
-on  Ms  head  when  he  thought  that  these  things  were  probably 
left  iust  as  they  were  found  on  the  morning  of  the  murder. 

The  walls  were  covered  with  tapestry,  but  the  designs  w^ 
too  thickly  laden  with  dust  to  be  distinguished,  and  Merv^ 
saw  that  the  cornices  had  once  been  gilded,  but  probably  half 
a  century  before  even  the  miser's  era.  There  was  very  litt3^ 
iumiture  beside,  but  it  was  massive,  and  of  a  very  dark  ri^ 
oak,  finely  carved.  The  keenest  scrutinv  could  not»  hov« 
^ever,  discern  the  main  object  of  his  search — an  eidt.  l^ere 
were  indeed  two  iron-barred  lattices,  which  he  perceived  by 
^SA  many  streams  of  wan  moonlight ;  but  on  approaching  ana 
examinmg  the  wall  with  more  attention  he  perceived  a  do^:^ 
between  Siese  lights,  strongly  barred  with  rusty  bolts. 

Somewhat  disheartened  Jby  this  formidable  obstacle,  stL^l 
4he  recollection  of  the  position  in  which  he  had  placed  hixor 
«elf,  compelled  him  to  persevere.  He  set  his  torch  down»  Vjr 
Inreading  a  small  hole  for  it  in  the  rotten  floor,  and  applie4 
himself  with  all  his  strength  to  unfasten  the  bolts.  The  rust^ 
combined  with  their  heavmess,  made  his  efforts  for  some  timi 
-almost  without  effect ;  but  at  last  he  sueceeded.with  one,  ahd 
^encouraged  by  this  glimpse  of  good-luck,  renewed  his  to^ 
with,  a  zeal  and  patience  which  were  ultimately  rewarded,  hj 
4he  yielding  of  what  he  believed  to  be  the  final  bar  between 
liim  and  liberty.  He  set  his  knee  against  the  door,  and  laad^ 
<ao  violent  a  push  that  it  opened  suddenly,  and  pitched  hiod 
£Qirward,  so  tnat  he  fell  over  his  torch  and  extingmshed  if^ 
He  sprang  up  again  instantly,  and  found  himself,  with  what 
•surprise  and  disappointment  may  be  guessed^  in  the  balcoiiy^ 
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irLjiph  he  Lad  noticed  on  Ms  first  arrival,  overliai^ging  the 
rivier  at  a  great  lieig:lit.       -,       '  '^^  ^'' 

.  The  moon  shone  with  tranqnil  lustre  ftoid  a  stjbf  d^k  and 
cloiil^ss  blue,  and  vexed  and  alanhied  as  te  x^  at  1^  posi- 
tioii,^  Mervjrh  was  soothed  with  th6  'beiiuty  aiid  leffli^gience'  t^f 
tjb^s'ee^^' before  hini.  But  as  IsM'^szei'ojr'^^ 
feipat^i  the  distant  Hghts  tMnkUtig  dowii  "tt^  shbres/imd 
I^P  bopejess  isolatioDi  of  his  ppsitioli,  lie  fell  (i6iivin6ed  <^' the 
ifi^basj-bility  of  escape,  and  riis  next  thought  was  hW  t6"re^ 
t&ik  lihbbserved  to  his  own  apartnient.^  Bit  tljeh'tlie  3*ecol- 
I^IJMi^pf  t%  dangers  he  had  encountered  to  reach  this  point-, 
"'lajqip  iitteip  impossibtiity  of  venturing  back  the  same  way 
^^^!^i  to  him.  AU  the  tales  he  had  ever  heard  or  read,  of 
^^^  "^1^  unwittingly  tentiired  as  he  had  done,  into  places 
^^eiice^tliey  could  find  no  exit,  and  so  perished  miserably  of 
istaifv^tion  and  horror,  crowded  in  dismal  procession  through 
iSs  imagination.  The  terror  of  this  idea  extiaguished  the 
^iiperstitious  dread  which  had  seized  him,  and  Tie  stepped 
l^eSolutely  back  into  the  miser's  chamber. 

411  was  perfectly  still,  but  the  moonbeams,  stealing  in  tit 
^  open  door,  threw  the  old  dusty  fumittu'e  into  fantastic 
gropps,  with  ghastly  reliefs  of  lights,  which  a  terrified  imagi- 
natioii  might  easily  conjure  into  spectres.  But  Mervyn  relt 
fliat  his  very  life  depended  on  his  coolness  and  self-posses* 
ifion.  A  moment's  reflection  had  now  convinced  him  13n^ 
ttere  must  be  some  other  approach  to  the  miser's  apartment 
ttan..over  the  well  in  which  he  kept  his  gold.  He  con- 
cluded that  in  his  former  cursory  glance  he  had  'not 
jpipticed  it  in  the  dusty  tapestir,  and  he  thought  by  fe^ng  aU 
joiin'd  he  should  light  on  the  aoor,  if  any  existed.  He  began, 
iiberefore,  and  searched  the  wall  round,  with  an .  efegethess 

irhjch  seemed  to  refine  his  sense  of  touch  to  an  almost  pain- 

^*  delicacy;  but  could  find  no  trace  of  an  exit.    He  raised 

eyes,  casting  a  despairing  glance  round  the  chamber;  and 

the  moment  thought  he  observed  the  dark  hangings  of  the 

^edinoving  gently  to  and  fro.  This  he  accounted  for,  afber  a 
toa!ti3e  of  indescribable  terror,  by  supposing  iixem  to  he  ruflied 
hj  the  breeze  from  the  river  j  but  as  the  motion  increased,  the 
t£bught  flashed  into  his  mind  that  tibie  phenomenon  was  oeea- 
aioned  by  a  thorough  draught,  as  no  other  portion  of  th^ 
damask  was  disturbed.  He  resolved  then  to  search  the  wall 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  couch,  and  presently  started  io 
find  himself  standing  in  a  beam  of  moonlight,  which  streamed 
frcmi  a  hole  in  a  corner  of  the  ceiling.  This  hole  seemed  just 
wide  enough  to  admit  the  body  of  a  slender  man,  and  Mervyn- 
perceived  the  relics  of  a  trap-door  lying  at  a  triangle  over  it. 

VOL.  I.  N 
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A  sort  of  perpendicular  ladder  was  formed  in  the  wall,  of 
narrow  juttmgs  of  wood,  similar  to  those  used  in  stables  tp 
climb  lofts ;  and  Mervyn  clambered  up  reokLessly,  as  one  in 
a  dream,  and  forcing  but  way  through  the  hole,  found  himself 
on  another  floor. 

It  was  some  moments  before  the  confusion  of  his  idea9»  and 
the  deep  darkness  around,  allowed  him  to  form  any  notioa  as 
to  where  he  had  landed.  He  then  conjectured,  by  somp 
scanty  beams  of  light  struggling  thi>ongh  apertures  in  i^ 
JTOO^  that  he  was  in  some  large  garret  or  loit  He  now  felt 
certain  to  find  an  exit,  most  likely  into  the  upper  corcidoiv 
and  resumed  his  operation  of  gToping.  He  had  hardly  oom*- 
menced,  howeyer,  ere  he  heard  a  low  murmuringsonnd  of 
men's  voices,  engaged  in  a  muttered  conversation.  The  somud 
evidently  came  Scorn  below,  and  he  concluded  that  he  was 
near  the  conspirators  whom  he  had  left  in  discussion.  He 
observed  at  the  same  time  two  or  three  darts  of  thin  light  in 
the  floor,  and  on  examination  he  saw  that  some  of  the  boards 
were  rat-gnawed  into  holes,  which  extended  through  the  ceit 
ii^  of  the  room  below.  Applying  his  eye  to  one  of  them, 
Mervyn  perceived  with  considerable  surprise  that  he  was 
direcuy  above  the  apartment  in  which  he  had  left  Uie  ca^ 
spirators,  and  that  they  were  all  below,  seated  round  the 
wooden  table,  engaged  in  dose  and  eager  conversatioix. 
Shaftesbury  was  speaking,  in  his  low  deep  tones,  and  Mervyn 
caught  nothing  of  what  was  said  but  a  continuous  muaaxkor, 
nntu  the  Lord  Howard  spoke  in  a  raised  and  angry  voice. 

"Not  so,  my  Lord  Shaftesbury!"  he  said,  vehemently. 
**  I  ;|^ield  to  no  man  in  admiration  of  all  ihe  dull  commonplace 
maxims  of  morality, — ^they  are  so  useful  to  deceive  the  mobj 
but  methinks  if,  as  I  have  oft  heard  you  say,  the  end  sanctifies 
the  means,  and  as  I  know  myself,  success  justifies  all — I  see 
not  that  the  preservation  of  this  great  nation  is  not  well  wortli 
the  sacrifice  of  one  poor  old  mumbling  puritan." 

"  I  will  have  no  concern  in  such  bloody  handlings,  Howard." 
replied  the  earl,  sternly.  "  I  care  not  to  be  hanged  in  a  siQ: 
rope,  which  they  tell  me  is  the  proud  distinction  of  our  rank;. 
But  for  any  small  matter  which  should  stop  short  of  sudti 
Kewgate  ruminations— suppose,  for  example,  that  the  Papists. 
inveigled  him  into  some  lone  desert  trap,  like  this  old  nian^ 
sion  of  yours.  Blood,  which  I  marvel  the  devil  still  props 
above  your  head ! — that  masks  (ioUy  fellows,  whom  the  c^shei 
could  easily  levy  among  his  Tyburn  resolutea)  seized,  boun4f 
^"id  S^fi^^  ^^ — percbance  conveyed  him  to  some  place 
where  *tis  known  the  duke's  power  extends,,  as  if  to  have  h^r^ 
ihere  murdered ;  and  then,  by  some  anonymous  betrayal^  his 
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Hfe  may  be  saved, — and  the  popular  fury  be  laslied  into  as 
■wild  a  madness  as  if  the  quamt  old  gentleman  were  hacked 
iato  mince-meat  for  the  |K)pe's  supper.  * 

"  Yerily,  and  on  my  salvation,  I  think  I  know  the  way  to 
work  your  lordship's  counsel,"  said  Gates,  eagerly.  "I  know 
one  who  hath  the  custodv  of  some  chambers  belonging  to 
some  of  the  Dute  of  York's  paupistical  knaves  in  Somerset 
Hbuse,  whither  our  goats  of  the  atonement  might  easily  be 
0Qliveyed." 

**  -Aid,  faith,  I  know  no  man  of  the  whole  batch  that  could 
be  easier  trapped ! "  said  Howard.  **  He  goes  out  alone,  at 
dl  hours,  in  blmd  laaes  and  alleys,  on  the  scent  of  thieves  and 
beggars  (on  both  which  scores  he  is  thine  enemy,  BloodL 
iLideed,  he  hath  of  late  conceived  a  notable  project,  which 
Aouldmake  some  of  us  Jew-ridden  lords  tremble,  for  heruna 
on  a  monomania  of  taking  up  all  mendicants  and  vagrant  poor, 
to  force  them,  forsooth,  to  work  1" 

"  *Twas  not  without  an  eye  at  these  peculiarities  that  I 
flelected  him  from  among  so  many  worshipful  of  the  faction, 
for  liie  doctor's  dSut"  said  Shaftesbury,  **  though  I  warrant 
me  there  were  hun(keds — Sheriff  Bethel  and  myliord  Mayor, 
&r  example — ^who  would  have  made  better  handselling  of  it,** 

"  And  did  not  your  loardship  note  his  word,  about  l^ing  i^e 
first  mar^r  P"  said  Oates,  in  his  crawling  tones,  which  mad^ 
Mervyn  feel  sick  at  heart  with  loathing. 

"But  are  you  sure  of  your  little  cock  in  the  loft  P — ^Is,  l^e 
sound  at  roost  P"  said  the  earl,  uneasily  looking  at  the  doot. 
**  Where  is  he  P — ^I  would  not  he  were  playing  the  eaves* 
ibo^per ;  for  as  Ih*.  Tongoe  jujitly  observed  on  a  late  occasion 
--^'tiB  too  strong  meat  for  babes/ 

"]S"ay,  he  is  fast  asleep  by  this  time,  1*11  warrant  him,*' 
liaid  the  colonel,  taking  a  lamp.  '*  But,  however,  I  will  go 
sad  see,  for  I  love  to  have  two  nails  always  in  one  hook." 

JCervyn  sprang  up  on  this  intimation,  and  instantly  peiw 
ceived,  bv  the  gleam  of  Blood's  torch,  who  was  now  m.  the 
dorridor  oelow,  that  there  was  a  door  to  his  left.  To  open  it, 
l^ap  over  some  old  tubs  piled  on  the  landing-place,  trip  down 
Ag  corridor,  and  throw  himself  panting  and  breathless  on  his 
tuozunock,  was  but  a  moment's  work.  The  next,  and  Blood 
peered  in  at  the  door,  throwing  his  lamp  over  head,  and 
frlarin^  with  his  large  wolfish  eyes  towards  the  youth,  who 
jfcept  mmself  perfectly  still.  Luckily,  the  colonel  contented 
liitiffielf  with  the  assurance  that  his  captive  was  safe,  without 
isubjecting  him  to  any  close  inspection,  and  retired  on  tiptoe, 
Jcaviog  Mervyn  in  a  state  of  anxiety  which  effectually  pr^ 
jdaded  all  hope  of  xshanging  his  assumed  mto  a  real  slumber*. 

n2 
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CHAPTER    XXV. 


THE   COlSrSFlBA.0T. 


■  MKittrir  spent  hearly  an  Lour  aiftfer  his  'V'slin  t^sead'dEes, 
ruininating  on  what  he  had  seen  and  heai*d,  but  lihablie'i^ 
detect  any  clue  to  the  tortuous  labyrmth  in"  which' he  y^ti 
involved.  The  only  clear  conclusion  he  deduced  V^s,  tisietfc 
some  insidious  treachery  was  meditated  by  the  fdc^t>n'  iXL 
which  he  found  himself  involved,  but  against  whom;  clf-hf 
what  means,  he  could  not  divine,  only  he  understbbd  ^m 

feneral  that  it  was  to  support  Oates's  villanous  assertibns. 
[e  was  too  thoroughly  unacquainted  with  mankind  and. tlife 
reckless  politics  of  tne  age,  to  imagine  the  real  drift *^<ff 
Shaftesbury ;  and  he  thought  it  impossible  that  a  ndblertiim. 
of  his  high  rank,  once  the  second  magistrate  of  the  kingdjoiti", 
could  really  instigate  so  daring  a  breach  of  the  laws.  '  ; 

Unable  at  last  to  bear  the  suspense  into  which  these  corf- 
tations  threw  him,  he  resolved  on  returning  to  his  hole  in  ttne 
garret,  and  ascertaining,  if  possible,  some  exacter  meaning  td 
the  discourse  he  had  overheard.  On  returning  thither,  how- 
ever, he  foimd  that  all  the  company  were  gone  eicepting 
Oates,  who  was  sitting  over  the  fire,  engaged  in  a  murmiixirig 
conversation  with  Blood,  but  in  so  low  a  tonie  that- he  ccA^d 
make  out  nothing  distinctly.  The  two  worthies  were  soladta^ 
themselves  with  some  burned  wine,  which  Blood  hid  on^e 
fire  in  a  pipkin.  ''^ 

Finding  it  impossible  to  make  out  what  they  were  dr^ctfii^- 
ing,  and  fearful  of  being  discovered,  Mervyn  at  lerigih'f&'' 
turned  to  his  hammock,  and  endeavoured  to  compose  hitris^lf 
from  the  nervous  excitement  into  which  he  was  throwh.'  It 
was  long,  however,  before  he  could  accomplish  this,  arid  Hfe 
only  succeeded  at  last,  in  some  degree,  by  forming  a  re^oM- 
tion  that,  on  the  first  opportunity,  he  would  question  Bldb& 
himself  as  to  the  meaning  of  what  he  had  ov.erheard,  And  if 
his  replies  were  not  satisfactory,  he  vowed  to  venture  HJ!^ 
life  itself— rather  than  remain  in  his  power.  With  this  deft^ 
mination,  he  dropped  into  a  perturbed  and  dream-haipiWsd 
slumber,  from  wmch  he  did  not  awak^  till  a  late  hptJr  |lte 
following  morning.  '  •       ^  =   i/ 

'  With  the  morning,  however,  returned  his  habitual  d!r0sa 
of  the  man  he  was  to  take  to  task,  but  he  persevered  uinft 
resolve,  though  with  somewhat  diminished  courage.;  'Hfe 
descended  with  a  flushed  countenance  and  feverish  "pulse, 
but  found,  not  without  a  sense  of  relie£  that  Blood  was  itt9t 


there.  The  house  was  completely  desolate ;  the  stsurcase 
by  which  the  colonel  made  his  exits,  barred  and  bolted ;  and, 
according  to  custonu  he  had  pipfi<^e^  the,  youth's  breakfast, 
and  some  cold  game-pie  for  nis  dmner — leaving  the  key  of 
the  cellar  significantly  beside  4t.  /  i. 
.  .Hw^  passed  in  tlus  melancholj  solitude ;  night,  camei^d 
)R(it}i  it  darker  and  sadder  fantasies,  readily  prompted  by  hjjs 
jfg^orn  situation  and  recollections  of  the  scenes  ojT  tne  previous 
fjoght,  .But  every  thought  was  at  length  lost  in  impatience 
j^d.  ii;Ldi^ation  at  Blood's  prolonged  abseQQe,  for  it  was  mid- 
Jpigi^t  before  he  heard  the  doors  unlocking  and  the  colonel's 
fS^evi,(yn  the  stairs. 

;.,^Auother  disappointment  awaited  him.  Blood  was. accom- 
panied by,  the  two  watermen  whose  ruffianly  appearance, 
in^hiie  rowing  them  thither,  Mervyn  had  ^previously  noticed, 
jfiate^ae  it  was,  these  gentlemen  were  invited  to  sup  with  their 
conductor ;  but  he  was  determined  to  have  his  explanation, 
and  for  tha^  purpose  sat  out  the  whole  of  the  banquet,  some- 
wjiat  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  Blood,  as  he  evinced  by  frowns, 
and  various  hints  on  the  harm  he  did  his  health  by  sitting  up 
so  late.  Mervyn,  indeed,  took  no  pains  to  conceal  his  dis- 
content; and  the  colonel,  afraid  lest  his  companions  should 
Djotice  it*  suffered  them  to  withdraw  on  the  first  intimatipn  of 
their  wish  to  that  effect.  . 

.  During  his  absence,  while  escorting  his  guests  to  the  exit, 
wherever  that  might  be  in  this  enchanted  mansion,  Mervyn 
endeavoured  to  rouse  his  courage,  and  succeeded  in  putting 
on  an  appearance  of  calm  when  the  colonel  moodily  re-en- 
i^ed,  with  the  keys  jingling  as  usual  at  his  belt.  He  resumed 
lu^  seat,  with  a  stern  but  somewhat  anxious  glance  at  the 
youth,  and  deliberately  stirring  the  fire  with  a  naming  piece 
qf^  wood,  inauired  what  the  fiend  he  meant  hj  staring  at  him 
'Yfitib.  those  large  melancholy  eyes  of  his,  which  he  declared 
were  enough  to  make  a  cat  drown  herself  in  a  fit  of  despon- 
den^. 

"  1  mean,  Mr.  Blood,"  said  Mervyn,  passionately, — "  I 
^ean  that  I  tim  weary  of  being  imprisoned  without  caulftei 
l^d  desire  to  breathe  the  free  air,  which  is  denied  to  none 
but  criminals." 

,  "  Do  you,  indeed,  Monseigneur  P"  said  Blood,  quietly. 
"  Well,  and  I,  too,  should  be  very  glad  to  take  the  air  of  the 
Mulberry  G-ardens,  at  open  daylight,  but  am,  nevertheless, 
obliged  to  content  myself  with'  rambling  out  at  night,  like  a 
wehr-wolf,  as  the  musty-headed  Germans  call  it." 

•*  But  I  have  never  committed  any  offence  that  I  should  be 
niew0d  up  like  a  chicken  fattening  in  a  coop,"   exclaimed 


Mervjft,  fbrilieiee  once  heohm^  evea  hismtoaaBle^  dre^ 
of  tike  oolQiiel«oiildiiot.pveT«]it'tiie«ttei»Qee  of  his  peat-i^ 

;  >Biit  you  larea  Ikife  Jemit^  my  master,"  ialAlKood,  **  aiwl 
as^  etu^,  fit  for  enterpriBes  of  great  mark  and  momc&t  4  waA 
fhwe  -are  fifty  poonds  blood^nnotiey  on  tiie  capture  of  >alt 
Jestdts.  ISaw^  though-  yon  are  yoang>  boy,  jon  may  kBEnsr 
heard  ihat  the  idmeomOtt  destre^s  the  cisoeodilbm'  the 
eofff  dip  Besides,  my  dear  IduEbodi,''  he  added,  wxtii  a  hfind 
of  jeering  earaestnesB,  ''you  are  at  this  yeoy  moBi»Dit.tsr0B«pg^ 
the  hug«  AtloBiiO)  Bold  as  a  slaye  to  a  plaixter  in  Ts^ijii&l'* 

"  What,  tiien.  Colonel  Blood,  am  I  to  be  kept  a;  priaaiier 
all  my  life  P"^  returned  Mervyn.  >  *^i 

,~  ^' Something;  otiber  ails  thee,  Merryn,  than  themefrloia 
cf  bberty^^which  cannot  be  miuch  to  a  student  of  St.  Oa»n^ 
said  Bloody  looking  at  him '  suspiciously.  **  You  ebloor^  in^ 
master  !--*troth«  cmld,  that  complexion  of  yours  willneprer  w 
£or  Ihis  wcn^d.  CSonf ees  the  tralh^^-^ou  hare  heard  somewhat 
of  hist  night's  coafahulation,  and  know  not  what  to  mAe 
ofitP" 

-  *^  'Tis  tn»,  colonel,"  replied  Mervyn  resolsteljr.  « I  deii^ 
it  not,  and  I  euspect  that  you  intend  to  commit  some  act 
amxmg  you,  of  I  know  not  what  lawless  Tiolenee,  to  serpent 
tiie  lies  of  the  black  apostate,  Oates !" 

Blood  looked  at  tike  Toimg  speaker,  for  a  mommiti  witk  a 
lerodty  of  expression  which  made  him  tremble,  but  it  suddmyy 
ctumged  .to  its  umal  crafty  calm. 

<  **  Thou  art  right,  young  Jesuit,"  he  said  with  a  gloamnp 
smile.  **  Hiou  art  rightr^^md  I  am  glad,  duM,  you  htpre 
broached  the  subject,,  for  I  wished  to  speak  to  you  on  iiki 
Ijeam,  Mepyn,  that  reckless  and  violent  as  I  may  appear  t6 
you,  I  am  incapabIe-*-thai.isy  I  could  notdo-^ahem  l-^r-anyaoit 
that  savoured  raider  of  treachery  than  valour.  But  I  am  a 
poor  man,  and  monerjr,  at  this  season,  is  of  unspeakable  eese» 
gequence  to  me.  Did  you  understand  against  whom  this  plot 
wa^kidP" 

**  Some  puritan  mi^trate,  methought,*'  replied  Mem^ 
without  hesitation.  ^'But  the  maSer  seemed  knsviso^ 
turned  against  the  Duke  of  York." 

.  **  Eight  again,*'  said  Blood,  his  eye  dropping  from  the  rteadf 
l^asEe  of  Mervyn.  '^  Bight  again,  nephew.  But  there 'iS 
aomethis'g  in  thy  noble  frankness  of  disposition  wUch 
imeourages  me  to  trust  thee  in  something  more  than  a  haif^^ 
confidence.  ShmfT  Bethel,  as  he  is  still  called,  a  most  vefaa^ 
ment  partisan  of  the  faction,  is  the  man  who  is  to  be  sdaed; 
but,  Mervyn,.  1  confess  to  thee,  I  am  only  in  the  plot  to  betn^r 
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lb  I  SlkaftesboiyV  bribe  is  ab^eidy  an'  Wkj-  fiane,  tto  ihit 
iBotbe-8  gone;  aad»  nephew,  I  iraa  bom  in  ike.  catbolie 
church,  a^  intend  to  die  in  her  forgiving  bosom.  But  om 
hafy  inotiiLer,  !Retigion«  mm  notfaiiig  for  nothing  z>  and  irhat 
gveater  service  comid  I  £>  to  her  than  to  eimoaaifaiB  moiiBtroiui 
jiUft,  eositnved  for  her  oTeorthroiF  9  Ha,.  Mtarvjm,  do  you  feel 
Biaefo«r  enongh  in  jovr  bonea  to  aid  me  in  thia  great  workP^ 
'i<  ^  Death,  itself  Tfonld  bepleasast  to  meinsiKh  a  canser* 
tsxdaimed  the  youth,  cajoled  by  Blood's  earnest  toaM  aod 

**  Oh,  ire  shul  not  die,  but  reap  a  rich  reward  for  our  well- 
^airn^f"  xeptied  Blood.  "  We  shall  obtain  the  favour  and 
gratitude  of  the  duke,  which,  medunks,  mav  well  be  bahmced 
against-  4he  giddy  patronage  of  a  wild  notion,  which  will 
provoke  the  Idag  at  last  to  hang  them  all  like  «  string  of 
enkmBw  Moreover,  child,  do  yofu  remembcnr  in  whose  ocan** 
piny  yon  first  saw  me  F" 

**  I  know  not,  but  it  seems  to  me  as  if  I  had  seen  yon  long 
6xe  these  times,"  replied  Mexvyn  mnsinghr. 

**  Fho,  pho,  child,  yon  never  saw  me  before  that  night  with 
tli0  king  and  his  merry  men,*'  said  Blood,  very  sharpy. 

*'  Well,  and  as  they  seemed  to  treat  jca  with  ^at  respect 
and  eonfidence,  I  marvel  at  your  ingraratude  in  joining  theis 
oiemies,*'  said  Mervyn. 

''Nay,  if  you  gape  at  man's  ingratitude,  your  mouth  will 
be  wide  enough  ere  you  die,  boy,"  returned  Blood,  with  a 
sardonic  laugh.  **  But  in  this  instance  I  am  the  exact  oppo«te 
of  jBjp  fellows,  for  they  appear  true  and  are  false,  wlule  I 
appdarfidse  and  am  true.  In  shiNrt,  Mervyn,  I  am  devoted 
soul  and  body  to  the  court»  and  all  I  do  is  at  its  dictation,  that 
I  may  lead  the  conspirators  on  to  the  point  whence  their  own 
plots  may  be  driven  pack  iq>on  them." 
-  ''Good  angels! — you  are  a  spy  of  the  oonrtP"  exclaimed 
]i£ervvn« 

"  Ices,  wad  of  the  church,  whose  redemption  is  in  this  hand* 
stained  with  blood  as  scmie  deem  it!"  saia  the  colonel,  raifi^nff 
Iris  hand  vehemently,  and  dutdiing  theair  wkh  his  defonned 
timmb  and  finser. 

Mervyn  shuddered,  and  some  painful  but  indisiinct  thought 
ran  tlnon^  his  mind,  the  traees  of  whidi  he  lost  instanuy. 
"OdonelMood,"  he  replied,  moumfolly,  '^you  well  know 
thai  from  my  childhood  holy  hands  dedicated  me  to  the 
aerfioe  of  the  church ;  but  vou  do  not  know  what  I  now  tell 
yon— -that  I  would  £reely  shed  the  last  drop  of  my  blood  to 
obtain  her  forgiveness,  and  mine  own  just  revenge  on  that 
eoBiii&g  monster;  Titos  Oates  I" 


"  Wky-  thokf  dear  hcf,  I  -inE  be  ydnr  tMWtd^tor,"  exdjflinied ; 
Blood,  ■  seemingly  in  a  tmmspcHrt  of  deHglit*  *^  You  shali/  W 
ilty  medium,  iby  itttetnoareter^  and  win  the  appknise  ofaHlfijoif 
and  good  men-^^Aii !  tne  same  time  yoiar  desire  of  iLdutappe^. 
shJsilL  be  gratified,  and  I  need  not  skidk  aboot^  at  the  deadly 
jleni  of  my  life^  on 'my  diffioolt  >xkegotiaitio&8  with  the  eoicurt.' 
Snt  befote  I  trust  "yon  -with  my  whole  mystery*  Merr^i;.  * 
swear  to  preaerremy  seitretinTiolable^  against  evei^^Oi^i^ 
but  the  rack."  ,  /  •  .{l  t.ifja 

*^  And  the  rack  .too*-Hao  torture  shall  wring  auglityfiKabit.me 
but  blood !"  said  Mervyn,  with  entixusiaatie  violenoek- ,       -■  • '  - » - 

"Well  then,  boy,  our  royalist  counter-plot  is  alsozip^'*' 
said  the  colonel,  in  the  same  tone«     "  I  have  reeesred  ^kd'. 
king's  orders  to  make  a  deposition  of  all  I  know,  eaneesiUBff  t 
this  traitorous  conspiracy,  oefbre  a  masistrate;    Amon^'au' 
the  London  justices,  his  majesty  selected  him  before  jwhoibr. 
Oates  made  his  first  deposition — (Sir  Edward — what  ia^  Ms 
name?— *Oh,  Sir  Edward  Grodfrey)  to  receive  mine;  and  this 
because  the  duke  hath  done  him  service,  and  he  is  known  tc»  - 
be  well  afiected  to  the  royal  cause.    Thou  wilt  see— cmp. 
counterblast  will  blow  up  this  protestant  mine,  and  spare^  a 
whole  ocean  of  innocent  catholic  blood,  beside  advancing  tiie 
great  plans  of  the  church.   Butof  thismoreto-morrow,  Mersys  ^ 
at  present  we  are  both  weary,  and  I  would  not  engage  you  in 
my  dangOTOus  plans  (for  they  are  dangerous)  without  girizig 
you  time  for  due  refieetion ;  and  so,  consult  your  piMow^,  asul^ 
goodnight."  '  i-.-.th^- 

IVonouncing  these  words.  Blood  arose,  and  handing-ator^ 
to  Mervyn,  began  making  preparations  for  bed,  hj  imclaspin^ 
the  hanger  and  pistols  from  his  girdle.    Knowing  thi^  it^ 
would  be  ujseless  to  attempt  proteacting  the  coiwerfiatkan; : 
Mervyn  retired  to  his  dismal  chamber,  with  a  somewhat' 
lighter  heart  than  he  had  lefb  it. 

In  the  morning,  when  he  descended  with  renovated  and 
brightened  lookS/ he  found  Blood  prepanng  breakfaat.-  It 
was  not  long,  however,  before  he  resumed  the  conversatioiisESl 
the  preinotts  nighty  by  inquiring  when  his  new  servijses  Uteto 
to  commence.  .i  isaU 

i"*!rhis  very  morning,  if  you  will^  son,"  replied  the  ook>nali: 
'^(I  have  received  private  and  sure  advice  that  the  OnxUmlfe^^ 
sHapeot  lamrefuged'in  Aisatia,  and  spies  are  about  mevos^ 
direction.  Thererore  I-dare  not  stir  out  on  penl  of  my  Ji£»f^t 
yet  the  king  eo joins  me  to  make  nnr  deposition  in  tkne^to ! 
save  Coleman,  and  the  five  attamted  Jesuits."  •  ?.• 

But  how-^but  howy  Mr.  Blood  P"  exclaimed  Mervyn. :  '■ 

'X  am  in  possession  of  certain  tokens  by  which  I  doubi(  not 
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t^'iadBoe  Sir  Edwaid-^I  i»ean.  Sir  EdnmndboTy^-^o  itieet 
T^  ia  some  privy  plaoe,  tuid  there  take  ixrr  doDositi^XL-^if  I: 
odidd  find  a  mesaeDger  of  fidelHy/'  isid  •  Blooa  slowlT^y  and 
cffiixtioQsh^  eyeing  his  yonthfal  viottm.  **But  he-nniBtbeaiia 
isdeed  oi  fire-proof  fidelity  and  courage,  foir  if  the  faction  do- 
butmupect  mr  piurpose,  regaord  for  their  own  lives  wiU  oompel: 
timn  to  sacrifice  mine  suddenly.  Dosttmderstand,  MervvnP**^ 

liJ^Burb-Sir  Edmxmdbury  Godfrey!*— why  he  in  partieolar  P' 
said  Mervyn. 

'/'^Xknow  no  other  whose  prying  disposition,  courage/ and 
secret  leanings  to  our  cause,  would  allow  him  to  accede  to 
suck  a  request,"  replied  Blood,  quietly.  "Moreover,  I  have 
heie  a  letter  firom  the  Duke  oi  York,  assuring  him  of  the 
pecfect. safety,  and  advantage  to  the  king,  with  which  he  may 
cixQiply  with  my  request.  But  the  messenger ! — I  know  not 
whom  to  trust  on  such  an  errand." 

>■  **  And  what  is  this  messenger  expected  to  do  P    If  it  he 

only  to  die  rather  than  betray  you.  Blood,  I "  said  Mervyn, 

but  he  paused  suddenly,  startled  by  the  cold  malicious  smile 
in  the  eoioners  eye.  At  the  same  time  a  vague  but  momeni^ury 
sospicion  of  some  darker  play  fiitted  over  his  imajB;ination,. 
bat  vanished  instantly  in  the  bright  daylight  of  his  young 
h^eavt.: 

''Expected  to  do,  child  P"  said  Blood,  affecting  not  to  notice 
this  flash  of  doubt.  "  Why,  he  must  be  merely  a  messenger— 
no  iell^ale  babbler,  prating  on  all  the  vain  fancies  and  fears 
thfit  haunt  the  brains  of  i(ue  men.  He  must,  in  short,  know 
luMking — ^be  nothing  but  a  messenger— ^r  he  may  chance'  'to 
ran  his  neck  into  a  halter.  Then  you  must  swear — Imean, 
if  .jOa  have  heart  enough  to  work  your  own  and  the  church's 
tnimi|>h-— that  if  the  justice  will  not  observe  the  conditions 
noted  in  this  paper,  that  neitlier  threats  nor  entreaties  shall 
induce  you  to  guide  him  or  his  myrmidons  to  this  den  of 
idane." 

<  i"  But  what  conditions  are  therein  noted,  Mr.  Blood  P"  said 
MeiTTn ;  "  are  they  yours  or  the  duke*s  P" 

'i^  tioth,"  replied  Blood.  "  But  znine  are  briefly  tiiese*^ 
that  if  he  come  at  all,  he  come  alone.  I  know  better  than  to 
trtBrt*  a  head  with  three  thousand  pounds  upon  it,  within  reach 
ollftother  Justice,  and  that  he  inK>rm  no  man  whither  nor  on 
wimt  puipose  he  comes.  Eor  .the  duke*s,  he  will  not  object 
to-tiuem  unless  he  have  some  peculiar  dislike  to  chang^e  hia 
knightwhip  to  a  baronetcy,  and  his  beggarly  justicesHp  for 
the  masterslup  of  his  higmiesft's  hoasehola." 

''I  will  be  jroormessengerthough  death  pay  the  nostage," 
said  Mervyn,  in  a  tone  <«  solemnity  which  touched  even 
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Blood.  '*  Bat  msrk  me,  odooel !  If  thra^  be  any  tRfBAMk^ia. 
tiie  core  of  ihis  mystery^  I  wiH  &ot  ramye  m»  xnooMosfc 
wiliok  makes  me  its  mMonscms  inshtmiffiBt.  If  you  BMan 
any  -wrong^  beneaiili  thlB  fair  seemiag^  depend  on't,  I  «a]i 
rsuier  die  than  suffer  it*  Ifriil  kriiif  all  Alsatia  abost  ]fonr 
e«8;  yon  skafi  mm^der  me  eie  yoa  haitii  oixe  kaiir  or  im 
kead."  i..- 

'*  €kid-a-merey  I  wkat  maimer  of  talk  kikiaP'  said  Ito 
colonel,  staring  with  partly  real  and  partly  affe(^!ed  wase^ekmi 
*<  Do  yxm  think,  sir,  I  am  a  mfurderer  oy  profession,  and  iriah 
partietdarly  to  bring  a  Loodon  mob  to  huat  me  ostr^iof 
AlsatiaP"  •:  j.'- 

*'  Ko,  Blood,  I  will  trust  in  yon,"  said  Mervyn^  eftrfkeatfy*. 
'*^I  will  trost  in  yon,  if  yon  will  sweaer  to  me,  by  idl  ytmtf 
hopes  of  pardon  above,  yon  mean  nothmg  but  fair  piagr;  ^$at 
I  will  throw  my  life  on  uie  die." 

*^  Dost  think  that  sach  an  osiii  were  diffieolt  to  take  by  a 
man  who  eonld  hare  snch  dengns  P"  said  Blood,  erinning. 
*'  But  be  it  as  you  will ;  I  swear  it,  80  may  Heaven  absolye  or 
condemn  me  for  ever  as  I  mean  harm  to  Sir  Edmundbory 
Godfrey,  in  Kfe  or  limb  I  But  now,  Mervyn,  you  m^rt  in 
tmn  pledge  your  word  that  if  you  fail  in  your  enterpiue,  you 
wiU  not  attempt  to  escape — ^tush !  I  mean'  you  wul  retmst 
with  the  news. 

**  I  pledge  my  honour.  Blood,"  said  Mervyn. 

**  A  Jew  would  not  lend  you  a  penny  now  on  that  parwi!^" 
said  Blood,  smilins.  '^  But  you  are  a  gentleman  <^  natuD^'s 
making,  and  I  will  take  your  word  sooner  than  a  mexdEant's 
bond." 

**  But  what  if  Sir  Edmundbury  dkibelieve  my  tale,  and  tev^ 
me  seized  P"  said  Mervyn. 

^  He  win  not — he  dare  net—afber  he  has  read  this  letter/' 
replied  the  bolonel,  producing  one  sealed  with  the  royal  flmBS^ 
*^  And  if  he  does,  1  have  the  king's  pledge  that  paraoo.  diall 
be  extended  to  you." 

'<  But  how  shall  I  get  him  to  ocone  hither  P"  said  Mer^yn^. 
with  lingering  hesitation.  ^'  Will  not  the  very  locality  fH^ten. 
him  from  coming  P'*  -11 

'  '*  'Shfe,  no,  X  warrant  ye,"  said  the  colonel,  eagerly^ 
^  Why,  man,  he  is  in  the  daily  and  ni^htlf  habit  of  |n*owlii^^ 
about  the  Friary  in  all  mamer  of  disguises  ;  and  wiien?  knr 
hath  marked  his  game,  of  a  sudden  the  bloodhounds  of  d» 
law  invade  the  sanctuary,  and  sweep  away  like  kites  amoiKg 
phickens.  Well,  well,  d  you  will  not  go,  let  Oates  rule^ths 
roast,  and  a  pretty  banqu^  he  will  serve  at  last !" 
^  The  very  sound  of  that  detested  name  kindled  all  Mervyn's 
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paniopg  into  a  fiame,  and  lie  consented  at  onoe  to  tke  coloadTa 
asnoigementB.  It  was  detenmaed  that  he  Bhonld  start  hnme* 
diatoly  on  his  adyentnre.  Blood  prodaoed  firoan  his  wardrpbe 
a  mkoort  oloak  of  Qmn^O'tawiij  Telret»  embtoideMd  with  tiie- 
TcmsL  arms,  and  a  throe-oomered  hat,  wif&  ^old  plomes, 
iduch  he  said  he  had  proeuffed  to  disgmse  him,  if  he  eon- 
seated  to  undertalce  the  office.  Mervyn  put  these  garments 
oaoi  n6t  without  some  little  satisfiustion  at  the  ohaiige  effeeted 
ift  Ids  aspeanudoe  hy  tiie  magic  of  dress,  and  was  then  eon* 
dueted  ny  Blood  to  the  sate  bj  which  he  had  (mginall^r 
cBotared,  where  he  leaped^  gaily  into  a  boat  that  seemed 
waiizQg,  returning  Blood's  shase,  snd  Grood  be  with  ye! 
btttAotnodiang  the  dark  smile  with  which  the  colonel  watched 
ham  -row  off,  and  the  private  signal  he  exchanged  with  the 
SBtiUeniien. 


CHAPTER  XXVL 

SIB  SDUUNDBUBT  GODFBBT. 

Iv  was  towards  ten  o'clock  on  a  Saturday  morning  when 
Marvyn  reached  his  destination,  and  leaping  on  shore,  found 
himself  for  the  first  time  abandoned  to  his  own  responsibility, 
in  ihe  heart  of  a  peat  diy*  The  novelty  of  this  position  put 
him  in  hiph  spirits,  and  he  looked  around  with  a  proud  and 
oo^fident  £>ok,  as  if  he  felt  that  his  time  of  trial  had  arrived, 
and  that  he  diould  not  be  found  wanting.  They  were  now 
at  Westminster  Stairs,  and  thence  one  of  the  watermen 
<£iaeted  him  to  Sir  Edmundbury's  house,  which  was  at  the 
back  of  Whitehall  G-ardens.  It  was  a  low  building,  but 
exieedingly  neat  and  handsome,  smrounded  by  a  pleasant 

Ten,  and  all  the  usual  appurtenances  of  a  man  of  some 

dty  and  considerable  weiuth.         ^  ^ 

he  door  was  opened  by  a  tall,  stiff,  pnritanical-lookinff 
xnaid^  dressed  with  the  most  frigid  propriety,  and  quite  old 
and  ugiv  enough  to  prevent  all  scandal  asainst  the  magis" 
tiate,  who  was  a  widower.  Mervyn  was  amnitted  instantly^ 
<m  sending  up  a- message  which  Blood  had  taught  him,  and 
was  conducted  into  an  apartment  in  which  the  justice  usually 
tmniactod  his  official  business.  It  was  bare  and  unfurnished 
except  a  few  bendies,  a  dei^  for  the  derk,  a  high  chair  for 
die  magistrate,  and  an  old  timepiece.  Sir  Edmundbury  was 
seated  at'  this  desk,  poring  over  soootie  papers,  with  a  thick, 
squat,  silver-clasped  eible  beside  him.  Jseex  him  sat  a  taU, 
katd-leatured  man»  in  t^e  dress  of  an  Independent  minister. 


with  a  black  sjcqjl'-cap  cQmpressipg  his  jbldn.girey  kairs.  1^}^ 
seemed  engaged  in  conversation,  which  broke  off  ,  i^0q 
Mervyn  ent^i^ed.  Salutes,  were  eacfthai^ged,  and  Meriyn 
observed  tjhe  i^istey  glance  frp^  him  to  Sir  Edmundl*^^ 
"ij-ith  very  maricecj  an^  emphatic  surprise.  ,  The  youth/ iMii*!-' 
ever,  handed  his  letter  with  Ap  othecr  comment  fliau  »  4^6P 
bend,  which  Sir  iSdmundbury  hastily  acknowledged,,  §ui^ 
brpjce  the  spal  with  TJsiblei  emotiou.  JQEeread  tie  jppij^iits 
with  a  puckered  ll^pWj  and  as  it  see^ned  twice  befoi?^  }i^§^^ 
any  reply.  ,.;.'.'  ^^.,, 

"  Heaven  have  mejrcy.on  us  ajl  !-^but  to  see  hbw  He  "vf  owrks 
His  will  on  earth ;  yea,  at  times,  with  visible  manift^stationsj^' 
said  he,  at  last,  turning  to  the  clergyman.  "  I  have, but  just, 
as  you  know,  received  a  severe  rating  from  my  Iiord  Df^^^i)]^ 
for  taking  Oates's  deposition  before  the  council  had,  examixv^ 
him,  and  now  here  are  events  coming  to  light  which-r— bui,^ 
forget,  Master  Baxter,  you  are  a  fautor  of  the  plot." 

"  But  of  justice  more,  brother  Godfrey,"  repHed  the.  do<r* 
tor,  emphatically.  **  If  the  unhappy  and  misguided  , men, 
now  imprisoned  on  these  heinous  charges,  be  innocent,  Go4 
forbid  that  one  drop  of  their  blood  should  be  shed  to  sav^ 
the  church  itself  from  ruin !  But  what  new  discovery  Josuyg 
you  made?  Ah,  brother,  brother,  I  fear  it  flows  from  to<> 
impure  a  source  to  be  good  and  healing  waters.  This  young 
man  wears  the  duke*s  livery,  I'll  warrant  me,  as  well  jn  }^ 
heart  as  on  his  back." 

*'  I  am  in  the  service  of  no  master,  but  of  the  c^,usepf 
truth  and  justice,  sir,"  replied  Mervyn.  . ,  . 

"  JN^f^y,  then  methinks  it  would  have  been  better  policy' to 
leave  that  ghttering  garniture  at  home,  especially  on  a  visit(4^ 
me,  sir  page,"  said  Godfrey,  somewhat  peevishly.  "  Bui  I 
am  warned  you  know  naught  of  the  contents  of  your  chargjei 
and  so  far  well.  I  must  fare  out,  brother  Baxter,  for  a  whSej 
but  be  not  impatient,  as  you  may  depend  on  my  wori  tlia^ 
this  day's  work  will  bring  us  into  good  favour  with  the  c^cmixty 
and  all  who  love  justice,  whose  snowy  mantle  I  am  bound^^ 
mine  oath  to  keep  pure,  even  at  the  risk  of  my  life,"  .  ^^. 

"And  yet  beware,  my  dear  friend;  the  proverb  9|ffia» 
look  before  you  leap,"  said  Baxter,  soleinnly.  "  'Tis  notij^ 
me  to  question  and  cross-question  you  as  to  your  in-oomlDJgjt 
and  out-goings,  yet  I  would  say — Look  to  your  feet,  lost,  thc^ 
be  entangled  unawares  in  ^ome  p^istipal  snare !"  .TT^ 

."IS^ay,  Eichard,  nay,"  said  Sir  Edmundbury,  hurriedJ^.j 
'*  I  have  offc  enouch  been  in  the  district  whither  I  am  gph^T 
and  am  nothing  the  worse  for  it  at  this  time  of  day.  Th^ 
are  matters  in  this  document  I  may  not  doubt  nor  heai^te 
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tipbrt.    And  deem  you  this  youili  looks  like  a  messenger  of 
ill  faithP" 

**  It  was  of  rovLt  spiritilal,  not  bodily,  safety  I  spoke, 
brother,"  replied  Baxter,  coldly.  '^And'  fot  the  youth,  I 
ditre  ba  pledged  he  is  honest,  for  he  hath  hpnour  written  very 
faMy  in  his  countenance.  Nay  then,  gp,  if  your  duty  be 
cwiteemed." 

j4i-Yq^  say  yoxh  know  naught  of  the  matter  wherewith 
tSiifr-pa^er  charges  me,  youth  P**  said  <5k)dfrey,  eyeing  him 
very  earnestly. 

;  '^'I  am  to  conduct  your  worship — ^whither  you  know — ^to 
meruit  the  writer,"  replied  Mervyn. 

'"If  thou,  with  thine. honest  face,  wilt  guarantee  my 
$^curity;"  began  the  justice,  and  then  paused  with  a  forced 
Siftile,  and  taking  out  his  snuff-box,  inhaled  a  long  aromatic 
pii][6h,  adding  "  but  what  canst  thou,  either  to  save  or  slay  P" 

"  I  pledge  my  own  life  and  honour  on  your  worship's  per- 
fect security,"  replied  Mervyn. 

"Well  then,  precious  Master  Baxter,  I  must  go,"  said 
CkJdfrev,  rising  and  tinkling  a  Httle  bell  beside  him.  "  I  shall 
be  at  home  at  two  o*  the  day  to  dine — (Rachel,  bring  my 
cloak  and  sword,  'tis  by  the  clock) — and  hope  to  find  you 
here,  brother." 

"  Prithee,  let  me  be  thy  companion,"  said  Baxter,  shifting 
feni  position  uneasily.  "  (This  is  a  cruel  and  remorseless  age, 
and  who  knows  what  plans  may  be  afoot  against  us  all,  now 
that  the  Jesuits  find  themselves  circumvented  and  des- 
troyed P" 
•*'By  your  leave,  that  must  not  be,  sir,"  said  Mervyn, 

**  JNo,  certainly — no,  Richard,"  said  Grodfrey,  ptitting  on 
faifl'  hat  and  cloax,  which  Rachel  held,  demurely  pursmg  up 
het  mouth  beside  him.  "  I  am  too  old  a  bird  to  be  caught 
wJth  chaff.  But  I  do  not  fear  harm :  the  strong  faith  that 
w^ed  beside  me  through  the  great  judgments  of  fire  and 
plague,  and  kept  me  alone,  of  all  Siose  girded  with  authority, 
at  my  post,  will  preserve  me  still.  If  not — His  will  be  done ! 
*^iijy  appointed  course  is  run." 

'  -"Hje  then  put  on  that  peculiar  hat  of  his  with  the  gold  band, 
khidi,  buckling  on  his  sword,  shook  hands  with  Baxter,  and 
j^^ared  to  depart. 

"  Yet  I  hope  thou  wilt  not  leive  this  staff  of  spiritual  life 
behind,"  said  Baxter,  offering  the  thick  Bible.  "  Methinkg 
n^'  CSiriStian  pilgrim  should  Venture  forth  on  the  sandy 
deserts  of  the  world,  unaccompanied  by  that  most  holy  andpre- 
•ehHOB  pillar  of  fire  walking  before  him  in  the  darkness  of  sm !" 
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€k)dfrey  teadibf  oompilied,  and  put  tlie  Tolume  in  Int 
pocket,  muttering  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  the  deipoi^ 
^ns,  and  they  1^  the  apartinent,  Sir  JBdmundborr  repeat- 
ing his  asduraace  tiiat  he  should  be  at  home  to  dinner  at 

They  fouiid  Uie  aculler  waiting  for  them  at  Westminste^r 
Stairs,  where  they  embarked,  and  immediately  lowedr  off 
towards  WhitefiHarSk  There  was  a  heavy  fog  on  liie  Tiver, 
which  prevented  the  voyagers  firom  distio^iushing  aught  hict 
a  confused  pile  of  houses  on  the  shore,  and  Merv3rn  was  so 
absorbed  in  reveriis,  that  when  the  boat  ran  up  the  archway  of 
Blood's  house,  he  started,  and  could  scarce  imagine  they  "Were 
there.  One  of  the  watermen  now  produced  a  massive  "key, 
which  he  said  the  colonel  had  given  him  in  ease  he  was  oot 
when  they  arrived ;  Mervrn  applied  this  to  the  loek»  and 
with  s<»ne  difSeulty  tamed  the  rusty  bolt,  while  Goditsf 
iooked  around  wijxL  deep  and  curious  attention.  The  door 
swung  heavily  open,  and  Mervyn  invited  Godfrey  to  enter, 
who  complied  after  a  singular  pause  of  hesitation.  He  then 
closed  the  portal  with  a  slam,  and  bolting  it,  found  himself 
aJicme  with  oir  Edmundbury  in  the  ruined  hall  of  the  Haunted 
House. 


CHAPTER  XXVIL 

OATBS'S    VISITATION. 

On  the  morning  of  the  same  day  on  which  the  events  above 
deteiled  occurred,  Titus  Oates,  or  St.  Titus  as  he  was  n<nr 
almost  considered  by  the  populace,  was  observed  to  creep 
down  the  Strand,  and  finally  to  Miter  the  shop  of  Pranee^  &e 
silversmith.  He  found  the  poor  man,  as  usual,  very  biurr, 
and  protesting  that  he  would  not  disturb  him,  as  he  merely 
oame  to  brmg  Mrs.  France  the  plan  of  a  diaritabk  subacarip- 
tion  which  he  was  raising,  requested  one  of  ihe  apprentieeB 
to  announce  him.  But  the  events  of  ihe  few  days  wliiGhliaid 
made  Oates  notorious,  had  totally  altered  the  relations  be- 
tween him  and  the  fat  silversmith.  Prance  had,  in  reafity, 
never  liked  him ;  but  dread  of  his  wife,  and  anxiety  to  eon« 
oeal  his  popish  tendencies,  had  made  him  assume  great  oot" 
diality  towards  Oates.  Now,  however,  he  regarded  him  as 
lii^  less  terrible  than  the  fiend  incarnate  himself,  and  there- 
£>re  treated  him  with  a  lavish  cordiality  that  even  astonished 
tibe  doctor.  Apologizing  again  and  again  on  the  score  of 
vrgent  business,  he  esoortod  him  tothe  d(K)r  of  his  wife's  sitting^ 


J0PBI9  aed  left  ]mA,  witk  as  deep  a  fi^nse.  of  relkf  as  if 
efi|C9pDg  irom  the  rack. 

Oates  knocked  laodestly  at  the  door,  and  a  feiiial«  row% 
imU  with  suppreBBediUri;emp6XviiL^ted  him  to  euter,  Mrg^ 
Prance  .was  seated  at  a  comfortable  fire,  engaged  in  knittmg 
A  mir  of  scarlet  stockings ;  but  h^  jolly  matronly  visage  grew 
fdnruddier  wh^n  she  saw  the«evereod  visitor  enter. 

, '*  JCeep  ypur  seat,  sister,  keep  your  seat/'  he  said*  in  a  tone 
«]r  0Qipdeseending  importance.  "  I  am  the  same  po<»r  servant  of 
the  Ltmd  whom  ye  were  the  first  to  receive  yviih  honour.  Is 
the  diamond's  value  increased  because  that  the  jeweller  hadi 
poU^hed  it  P  But  ye  have  doubtless  heard  what  hath  ha^* 
pened,  and  how  X  liave  been  called  upon  to  take  up  my  tesii*' 
au>n^  and  become  a  prophet  in  Israel." 

"  We  have  heard  indeed.  Master  Oates,  with  most  sinc^^re 
^puftings  of  the  heart,"  said  Mrs.  Prance,  with  a  sigh.  '*  But 
bow  you  can  spare  me  a  momcait's  precious  iime  &om  your 
weedmg  and  pruning  in  the  vineyara,  is  indeed  the  crown  of 
goodness,  and  a  precious  sign  of  hximility." 

"My  ^resexit  errand,  sister  Susan,"  said  Oates,  solemnlyv 
''is  notmng  less  than  the  salvation  of  your  husband,  and 
yosradf  too,  from  ruin  and  b^gary  I" 

'*  What  mean  you.  Master  Oaiies  P"  said  the  matron,  letiang 
her  wozk  fall,  and  eyeing  the  samt  with  peculiar  earnestness. 

**  Be  not  thrown  of  a  hsaag ;  I  intend  you  no  harm,  but 
^ood,"  replied  Gates,  taking  her  fat  white  hand  and  press- 
ing it  tenderly  in  his  own.  ''You  know  I  have  always 
regarded  you  with — with  a  brothar's  love — ^a  hdiy  friend- 
ship passing  the  love  of  carnal  men.  You  know  too  that 
1  opa  now  powerful  to  save  or  slay — ^that  a  word  of  mine^Hjr 
at  leacrt  an  oath — could  send  your  husband  to  the  gallows, 
and  make  you  a  widow  in  the  prime  of  your  yeaxs  and 
beauly*" 

^'JjaI  you,  Mr.  Oates P  I  hope  not,"  said  Mrs.  Praoce, 
with  a  slight  dimple  in  her  plump  cheek.  "  I  am  sure  I 
should  look  hotrid  in  black  wieeds;  and  poor  dear  Prance  I  I 
azn  sure  it  makes  me  cry  like  an  onion  just  to  tiiink  of  it." 

''Your  husband  is  m  danger,  Susan;  his  practices  hsm 
be^SL  discovered !"  said  Oates,  €9nphftti(»lly,  "  Some^iiBg 
oore  than  his  life  is  at  stake;  for,  when  Ins  servings  at  the 
altar  of  Egyptian  idols  is  discovered,  his  property  as  well  as 
lads  neck  is  forfeit  to  the  crown." 

"  Save  us,  Mr.  Gates!  you  don't  mean  thatP"  exdaimed 
Mrs*  Prance,  considerably  alarmed. 

"  But  I  do,  sister  Susan,"  said  Oates ;  "  his  tergiversatioas 
and  dealings  with  the  traitorous  Jesuits  axe  known  in  the 


ui>  in.'  (led^xiiio  i»r^.  upQji;  him  all  the  honJotfi  of  >fi<j|nli 
. "^Grofumssii ^fntMsiouftit  and  trhttt  oaa bedomP  Deat id^otovih 

'*  We  r  said  Gates.  "  F^^riieaa  do  sotibinffi  Mis.- I^noicB^'l 
unless  I  had  some  better  claim  to  interfere  than  any  X^dare 
allege.  If,  indeed,  he  could  he  detected  in  some  overt  act 
which  might  place  him  in  our  power,  I  might  have  hopes  to 
use  the  influence  thus  acquired  to  save  you  from  ruin,  and 
him  from  utter  destructfoH  in  thi&  world  and  the  next." 

"  But  how ! — ^would  you  see  him  at  mass  in  the  queen's 
ehapel  P"  said  the  makon,  eagerly. 

**  Noy  no ;  I  would  nofc  catch  him  in  a  crime  of  suc^'^dct^- 
ful  consequence  for  flfty  shdkek  !"  replied  the  worthjs,  ^sitit* 
^  cunning  smile ;  "J  would  merely  detect  him  in  soaiiB(traffii»n 
act  whiaE  would  demon^iate  his  connection  with-the^r^- 
and  then ,  I  might  use  the  authority  so  acquired  to  reprssfioti 
to  him  gently,  as  a  brother  to  his  brother,  the  dangei^si^d* 
^erorof  such  popish  dealings,  and  lead  him  kindly  l)adkt& 
the' sanctuary." 

"  But  how  can  this  be  managed,  precious  Master  Oate»F' 
said  Mrs.  Prance,  wiping  her  eyes  in  her  apron. 

-*'  A  thought  strikes  me,  Susan,"  replied  the  doctor,  sodtih- 
ingly  i  "  dry  those  bright  jewels,  my  dear  si^^er  in  ie^e.  Und 
be  comforted.    Have  I  not  heard  you  say  that,  during  Hxb 
absenee  of  Gadden,  the,  Jesuit,  from  Somerset  House,:  y^i^ar  < 
huabaad  keeps  the  keys  of  his  apactment»?"  .m  ... . 

**  Ay,  truly,  dear  Gates !  but  you  swore  by  eyeryth]ag'>  you 
would  never  tell  it,"  said  Mrs.  Prance,  visibly  alarmed.     //<  .  • 

**  Tut,  foolish  woman !"  said  Gates,  peevishly,  "  fauft  /#e 
must  use  a  little  honest  artiflce.    Tell  j?rance,  as  if  fromihe  - 
Duke  of  York,  that  the  banished  Jesuit  hath  suddeai^  wo^ 
tamed  in  secret;  that  he  needs  the  keys  of  his  apartmoits  ; 
and,  thatihe  must  be  with  them  at  midnight  in  we  oourfciuft' 
Somerset  House.  Then,  instead  of  Gadden,  I  will  meet~hiiit>;.' 
and  thus  taken  in  fla^^ant  delict,  I  shall'  obtain  and  use  an. 
authority  to ; bring  hmi  to  a  sense  of  his  errors.    After  thbJbg" 
perchajQLoe,  lor  he  must  know  much,  Imav  associate;  h&nliiiB^ 
my  grand  crusade  against  the  Jesuits,  whicn  is.  like  to  be  af>ro- 
£ta]^  as  well  as  hdly  work."  r)>j#/f 

!MrB.  Praikoe  listed  to  this  crafty  proposal  with  eonsiderft' 
able  doubt,  as  appeared  in -heif' countenance.    With<aUit^ 
unbounded  respect  for  hert  jreligidus  adviser,,  his   fwoposal 
staggered  her;  for  theare  is  .always  an  indefinable  w^atof 
^nKtafoility  in  the  moat  ifUifoUy'eoncocted  falsehood,  <«rliidh 
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a  gMBL  of  doftibt  in  tEe-m^sit  implk»l'BWali«Vr^'0 
dtn^A^.  .  iMi  the  oajoUng'  tonga^  sbo^  pvfOiQa&B'Ot  Otttei^ 
and  above  all,  the  terror  and  majesty  wnich  his  ree&iA^mi^ 
plaifii'luui'confecredoii;  ham,  ifiiiall^xttdcidMl  liet'  to  ^i<omke  *as 
he  ddsiioji-  ^^^  thus  the  interview  termintvtedy  tk^lehAt'iw 
farflBi$tLrohiroi]dGle0  are  ooatieitoed.^^    '      •    '^    '  >  '^'  ' 

,. uj   t  .'.•  '  ..••"•<•!  .■.-.'.-  i  .  V-  ;  •■-  '.•': 
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godfbby's  last  excuewon  in  amatia. 

:j^saJM)flTatthe  moment  when  Gates  concluded  his  agree- 
menik  with  sister  Susan,  the  unconscious  object  of  its  crafty 
pfoiosionB  followed  Mervyn  into  Blood's  house.  He  looked 
rc^iiid,,  st  first,  somewhat  surprised  at  the  silence  and  desoia-' 
tioii'Whidi  seemed  to  reign  ;  but  without  saying  anything  he 
fUdlowBd  the  youth,  who  ascended  to  the  apartment  where  he 
expected  to  find  the  colonel.  Mervyn  thought,  '  as  they 
reached  the  corridor,  that  he  heard  tlie  door  below  locked 
after  them,  but  afber  an  instant's  hesitation,  imputing  it  to 
the  nervous  state  of  his  feelings,  he  hurried  on. 

■{PhMr  entered  the  Painted  Chamber,  where  Mervyn  ex- 
peotecC  "^ith  certainty,  to  find  Blood,  but  to  his  surprise,  it? 
waft  qpute-  deserted,  a  few  embers  in  the  grate  being  the  only 
81^  of  habitation.  He  concealed  his  surprise,  however,  and 
observing  to  Sir  Edmundburf  that  l^e  gentleman  who  was  to 
meet  him  must  have  been  detained  by  some  accident,  began 
blowing  the  embers  into  a  fiame. 

Whfiflt  he  was  thus  engaged,  Godfrey  seated  himself, 
shiveisng,  apparently  with  colcC  and  cast  along  and  amdous 
gajfie  xaand  the  apartment. 

.  ^'iaxiot  this  the  old,  ruinous  house,''  said  he,  with  a  sii^ht 
shndder^  ''that  is  known  in  Whitefriars  as  'Aumer£fr*s 
EoliyP" 

j-f^i^et-er  heard  it  called  aught  but  the  Haunted  House,'' 
saicL'  MarvYn.  "  But  these  Aumerles  seem  to  have  be^n  a 
gMat^famify ;  wherever  I  go  I  heai*  something  of  them/' 

"J<t|^«a^'a  great  and  glorious  race,  of  a  blood  which  ha^ 
flowed,  untarnished  with  Norman  mixture,  since  the  Hep*' 
iMtoby"  replied  Godfrey.  **  It  is  their  proud  boast  that  not 
a  chPDp  of  the  base  and  rabble  blood' of  the  adventurers  who 
acipoiiipaiided  William  the  Bastard  oii  his  conquest,  has  ever 
tainted  the  course  of  their  pure  descent.  They  are  as- 
Engliih,  air,  as  the  oaks.  I  should  know  something  of  them ; 
VOL.  I.  o 
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my  graadfatliBr  was,  for  half  a  century,  their  chief  steward, 
and  dwelt  in  this  honse." 

"  But  they  are  extinct  now — all  ?"  gaid  Mervyn,  widi  an 
anxie^  for  which  he  himself  could  not  accoimt. 

"  Mj  Lady  Howard  is  their  last  descendant  and  heir,**  re- 
plied Godfrey.  "  And  as  she  is  the  last  so  is  she  as  it  were 
the  essence  of  all  their  good  and  bad  qualities.  She  aban- 
doned her  most  noble,  wealthy,  and  lovmg  husband  for  the 
poor  prodiffal,  Howard ;  and  when  death  broke  her  chains, 
conferred  herself  and  all  her  wealth  on  her  seducer !  But  I 
marvel  at  this  choice  of  a  meeting-place.  The  house  hath  an 
evil  report." 

"  But  surely  your  worship  is  not  afraid  of  ghosts  F*  said 
Mervyn. 

"  Why,  what  manner  of  ghost  do  they  say  haunts  he*e  ?'* 
said  Godfrey,  musingly. 

**  Oh,  a  thin  old  man  with  a  long  grey  beard,  dressed  in 
russet,  with  &  pair  of  lai^  leaden  bucMes  in  his  shoeff;"  ssid 
Mervyn,  trying  to  force  a  laugh. 

**  Ay,  such  I  recoUect  my  unhappy  grandfather,"  repfied 
Sir  Edmundbury. 

"  What !  are  you  are  a  descendant  of  the  old  miBer,  sirP" 
exclaimed  Mervyn. 

**  Are  you  alone  of  all  this  scandalous  city  ignorant  of  tiucfcP" 
replied  Godfi^,  with  melancholy  gravity.  "  I  am  the  son 
of  that  miserable  wretch  who  imbrued  his  hand  in  a  &dlier*s 
blood,  and,  flying  the  just  punishment  of  his  offence,  joined 
the  unbelieving  ^^irk,  and  fell  under  his  banner  at  Belgrade." 

"God  assail  him,  if  it  may  be!"  said  Mervyn,  erossing 
himself. 

"  Amen !"  said  Godfrey.  "But  still  it  puzzles  me  that  the 
Duke  should  invite  me  to  a  meeting  hither." 

"  Duke,  sir !  what  duke  P"  said  ierryn,  noticing  Hm  word 
for  the  &cst  time. 

"I  see,  boy,  you  are  not  admitted  into  the  secret,"  repHed 
Godfrey.  "Time  will  explain  all.  But  be  not  curious  to 
leam  the  dangerous^  secrets  of  state,  for  ^eat  men  heed  not 
what  innocent  flowers  they  trample  on  their  way  to  triumph." 

"Pray,  you,  worshipftil  sir,  explain  the  matter  to  me,"  ftaid 
Mervyn,  earnestly.  "  I  dread  no  consequence  to  myself/  but 
to  you.  Tell  me,  did  you  expect  to  meet  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth here  P" 

i ,  "  Now,  Heaven  forbid !"  said  Godfrey,  with  a  start. 
'    He  was  then  sQent,  and  remained  for  some  time  pluhged  in 
profound  and  gloomy  cogitation,  which  Mervyn  cared  not  to 
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interrupt,  being  busied  in  his  own  troubled  &ncies.  During 
ibis  pause  be  stirred  the  fire  mechanically,  and  while  so  doing, 
heard  the  distant  bell  of  St.  Paul's  toll  three  o'clock. 

Grodfrey  counted  the  strokes  on  his  finger,  and  then  ob- 
serred  with  a  smile,  "  How  often  in  my  childhood  have  I 
listened  to  that  solemn  toll  as  it  swung  over  the  waters,  and 
wondexed  frpm  what  semote  world  it  came«  But  the  diike  is 
late  to  keep  his  appointment.  I  warrant  me  now,  if  this  were 
a  fair  huly  instead  of  an  old  magistrate — but  I  suppose  that 
weary  business  of  the  Dutch  battle  keeps  him  at  the  ad- 
miralty." 

**  And  in  addition,  your  worship's  dinner-hour  is  past,"  said 
Merryn.  "  But  though  we  are  not  supeifiuously  well  ofi*  for 
furniture  in  this  den  of  ours,  Heaven  be  praised  we  have 

Smty  of  creature-comforts,  and  to  spare  for  a  friend ;"  and 
ervyn  prodiLced  the  contents  of  hisiarder,  together  with  a 
tuakaxd  of  sparkling  daiet. 

The  old  man  eageriy  swallowed  a  goblet  of  the  wine,  and 
grew  by  degrees  more  cheerfiil  as  ihe.  daret  and  a  venison- 
pasty  diss^peared  under  their  exertions. 

As  they  chatted  away  over  their  repast,  the  deepening 
darkness  of  nightfall  increased  the  natural  gloom  of  the  apart- 
ment, and  the  conversation  began  unconsciously  to  take  a 
more  soanbre  tinge.  Meryyn  in  secret  grew  more  and  more 
uneasy,  for  he  could  divine  no  probable  reason  for  Blood's 
prolonged  absence ;  although  it  seemed  to  argue  the  integrity 
of  his  purpose.  Grod&ey,  too,  had  his  under-current  of  thouglrb 
which  rippled  on  the  surface  of  the  conversation,  and  some- 
times di^^rbed  its  flow.  In  fact,  the  dialo^e  gradually 
dropj^d  away  into  monosyllables,  and,  finally,  mto  reverie. 

Ijiis  silence  lasted  some  minutes,  and  was  broken  by  God- 
frey, who  drew  from  his  pocket  the  Sacred  Volume  with 
which  Baxter  had  fumishea  him.  "  It  was  well  done  of  that 
reverend  man,"  he  said,  "  to  arm  me  with  this  blessed  stormer 
of  salvation.  Cased  in  its  promises  as  in  complete  steel,  did  I, 
in  the  time  of  the  great  plague,,  stand  at  my  post  when  all 
my  comrades  had  fled,  and  confronted  the  invisible  arrows  of 
death  without  one  moment's  trembling  of  purpose.  And  this 
remembrance,  youth,  is  now  one  of  the  sweetest  consolations 
of  my  sorrowful  old  age,  and  will  stand  like  an  angel  of  light 
l»eatning  celestial  peace  over  my  deathbed !  And  know,  my 
son,"  he  added,  with  peculiar  solemnity,  "know,  that  when 
all  the  power  and  riches  of  this  world  fail  to  yield  us  a  single 
balmy  thought  of  comfort,  the  recollection  of  one  good  deed 
smells  as  sweetly  in  the  nostrils  of  Death  as  violets  to  a  young 

o  2 


196  WHITEFEIAES. 

bride.  Read  me  some  portion — unless  indeed  you  dare  truf^ 
no  version  of  this  good  Book  but  that  which  hath  Douay  oa 
its  titfe-pa^er  .  ^ 

"  -Naj,  I  do  fear  no  basilisk  in  a  tvrist  of  type,"  said  Ml^r- 
vyn,  nnectei  by  the  old  maji*s  earnestness.  "  Where  phill 
1  i*ead?"      ^  ,         i      ,  i  . « 

'^O^en  aV  hazard,  child ;  thou  canst  light  on  naugjit^.^.iit 
"w4i2lt  18  good,"  said  Sii^  Edmuiidbury.  "  1  will  biit.  tr^ijMJ^st^ 
oil  y6ur  patience, another  half  hour,  and  then  if  liis  higtii^s 
conies  not,  depart,"  '..../.;. 

Mervyii  opened  and  began  readmg.  and  by  a  curious  .<3PWj" 
cidence,  the  first  words  which  he  lighted  upon  wks^^ar 
terrible  denunciation  of  a  vengeance  which  was  tp  vi^il^  ih^ 
iniquities  of  the  father  on  the  children  to  the  third  andTojoHh 
generations.  He  broke  off  abruptly,  and  Godfrey  smijedt  bpt 
with  a  ghastly  expression,  as  he  bade  him  read  on.  "1  ^n^* 
not  afraid  to  near  the  truth,  boy,"  he  said,  "  though  doijbtlea^. 
that  denuiiciation  is  the  darkest  shadow  on  my  life's  ^ath^ 
Btit  what  can  be  the  meaning  of  this  long  delay  ?  It  is  grcjsvr 
ihg  late !"  he  added,  abruptly,  for  a  sudden  flash  of  the  fieifv 
embers  showed  him  how  dark  the  apartment  had  become. '' .  r^ 

"  I  know  not,"  replied  Mervyn.  "  I  did  expect  to  find  the 
colonel  waiting  us  here." 

'**The  colonel! — what  colonel?"  exclaimed  Sir  Edmuj;<J- 
bury,  in  some  surprise ;  but  presently  he  added,  '*  Oh,  I.  see 
into  your  caution ;  but  you  carry  it  too  far !  I  t-ell  you,  the 
duke  in  his  letter  told  me  of  your  quality,  and  bade  me  triiat, 
myself  implicitly  to  your  guidance."  /   'jl 

'"I>ake ! — what  duke  P"  exclaimed  the  bewildered  McryjjQ, 

**  The  Duke  of  York,  boy,  with  whom  I  was  to  meet  ari^' 
discuss  certain  matters  concerning  Coleman's  trial,  and  ho^' 
he  might  be  Uided  against  the  villanous  perjurer,  Oaites." 

• "  Efoly  Virgin ! — the  duke  ?  Were  you  not  told — 1  me^, 
did  you  come  hither — ^to  receive  the  deposition  of  Colonel 

Bioodp"  ;  /'/: 

Colonel  Blood  i — ^it  were  better  for  me  to  meet  a  fami^hfed' 


person !  Why, 
most  in  hunting  him  for  his  audacious  attempt  on  the  3!l(ukeN 
of  Ormonde,  and  I  have  heard  he  hath  sworn  to  have^'fiwi 
blood  or  shed  the  last  drop  of  his  own."  '  -i- 

"Is  this  possible?"  exclaimed  Mervyn,  whitening  ^', .»• 
statue.  "  No,  no ;  there  must  be  some  fiendish  deceit  m  fliis?^ 
I  never  saw  the  Duke  of  York  in  my  life." 

Mervyn  then,  with  a  pathetic  earnestness,  which  persuaded. 
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tli6  old  and  experienced  magistrate  of  his  truth,  1>riefly  related 
the  cttctimstances  which  had  made  him  Blood's  pri^onei:  pa: 
guest-T-the  consultation  which  he  had  over^eardr-^9  the 
artifice  by  whiieh  Blood  induced  him  to  be  his^.mj^^f^^ri  ,,  ^^ 
'  '*'' I  see  it  all  r*  exclaimed  Sir Edmundbury,  "I  am  Qiix>U£ht 
^erp  like  an  ox  to  the  slaughter-hous^,.  I  gee  it  all,  chilitbuc 
I;il6|jtut  ^hee  of  any  share  in  iny  destruction.  But,,0  ^p(^| 
iSI^Si^tieifbl  to  my  soul,  for  X  know  tltat  the  gloomy  drama  of 
xity'^llffe  approaches  a  darker  catastrophe.  The  politic, villain 
counterfeited  the  duke's  handwriting ;  and  1  have  little  doubt, 
^6r  oi*phari,  but  that  he  reserves  you,  too,  for  destruction." 

^"r  Why  then,  save  yourself!"  exclaimed  Mervyn,  vehemently. 
''Jiet  lis  fly  ere  these  monsters  return." 

''\  I  doubt  they  have  taken  their  measures  better  than  that," 
replied  Oodfrey,  shaking  his  head.  "  But  do  not  weep,  youth* 
I'acduit  you  oi  all  blame,  and  only  marvel  at  mine  awn  rask 

foHy>    • 

"But  I  do  not  acquit  myself!"  said  Mervyn,  passionately 4 
**/AnS  if  you  have  courage,  as  they  say  you  have  even  to 
radhness,  you  may  yet  escape !  There  is  a  way  out  wbere 
there's  a  way  in." 

**  But  no  Doat,"  said  Godfrey,  calmly. 

"  But  one  may  pass  within  hail,"  exclaimed  the  youth, 
snatching  up  a  burning  stake.  "  Follow  me ;  we  can  try.  e^t. 
lejist." 

.  Godfrey  complied,  though  it  was  evident  he  did  not  ahtici* 
pate  any  favourable  result,  and  they  passed  the  corridor  i^ 
the  hall.  But  they  found  his  fears  realized ;  the  massive 
portal  was  impenetrably  barred  and  bolted  on  the  ext^ior, 
and  after  exhausting  themselves  in  fruitless  efforts  to  break 
it  open,  they  were  obliged  to  desist. 

"  It  is  in  vain  to  struggle  with  destiny,"  said  Grodfrey,  at 
last.  "The  game  must  be  played  out.  AH  my  life  hath  a 
foireboding  oithis  moment  hung  over  me,  and  it  finds  me  n<^ 
i^iprepared." 

\*"JDet  ufl  not  yet  despair,"  said  Mervyn,  hurriedly,"  a  few 
nljix^tes  may  remain.  Can  we  not  find — do  you  not  remem- 
ber some  exit  from  the  house  on  the  land  side  ?" 

f*  ^ere  is  one  through  the  back  staircase  of  the  Painted 
CfKamber,"  said  Godfrey,  after  a  moment's  musing.  "  But 
rtl  warrant  me  'tis  as  well  secured  as  the  water-gate." 

Tj^e  same  conclusion  instantly  occurred  to  Mervyn,  for  he 
knew  the  staircase  in  question  was  that  through  which  Blopd 
made  his  exits.  Still  there  was  .  a  straw  of  ho^e  in  the 
thought,  which  he  eagerly  caught  at,  and  he  ran  wildly  back 
to  the  apartment,  followed  by  Godfrey  at  a  slower  pace.    A 
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door  of  almost  equal  strengtli  to  that  oa  the  water-side^ 
bolted  and  barred  on  the  exterior,  bafi^d  their  hopes,  aad 
Gh>d£p(^  seated  himself  with  stabbom  resignation.  But 
Merryn  was  not  yet  at  the  end  of  Jus  resources.  His  versa- 
tile imagioation  suggested  another. 

**  The  houae  is  k^ge,  intricate,  seareelv  Imown  to  Blood  or 
his  aasociates,"  he  sud.  "  T£  you  could  but  conceal  yourself, 
Bir  Edmundbury,  J  would  feign  that  you  would  not  come,  or 
that  you  suspected  something  wrong  and  are  gone — anything 
xatheor  tban  that  they  shouLd  find  you  here." 

''And  where  can  I  hide* me P  they  wiH  search  the  very 
holes  and  creeks  of  the  door,". replied  Godfrey. 

Mervyn  hesitated  as  the  recollection  of  the  apartments  he 
had  lately  traversed  occurred  to  him,  and  then  su^ested 
tham  as  a  hiding*plaee,  hastily  describing' their  position, 
and  the  advantages  they  offered  for  concealment.  As  he 
spoke,  however,  (xodfrey  looked  at  him  with  a  vacant,  ghastly 
look,  and  merely  muttering — 

"  I  had  rather  die  than  enter  that  horrible  chaniber,"  he 
arose  and  tottered  to  the  door,  adding,  in  the  same  perturbed 
tone — "  But  foUow  me — ^follow  me.  I  do  remember  there  is 
a  loft  and  a  trap-door,  by  which  I  can  get  out  oa  the  roof— 
they  will  hardly  seek  me  therei'* 

Mervyn,  though  scarcely  aware  of  what  he  was  to  do, 
snatched  up  a  lamp,  which  ne  lighted ;  but  Sir  Edmundbury 
was  already  in  the  corridor,  stumbling  up  the  ruined  staircase. 
Menryn  followed  him  rapidly,  and  saw  him  open  the  door  of 
the  granary,  in  which  he  haa  himself  emerged  on  his  escape 
from  the  miser's  apartments.  JSe  entered,  and  fotmd 
Godfrey  groping  about  the  walls,  evidently  bewildered  with 
terror.  He  snatched  the  lamp  and  held  it  aloft,  searching 
the  massive  timbers  of  the  roof.  Mervyn  instantly  per- 
ceived the  frame  of  a  trap- door,  covered  with  spider- weos  and 
loose  straws,  but  in  the  middle  of  the  roof,  at  a  considerable 
height  above  them.  He  pointed  it  out  to  Godfrey,  who  gave 
on  exclamation  of  joy,  handed  him  the  torch,  aakL  looked 
around  for  some  means  of  ascent.  But  there  waa  no  ladder, 
no  loose  planks,  no  furniture  of  whatever  sort,  by  which  it 
might  be  possible  to  reach  the  trap-docM!. 

At  the  moment  when  a  deliberate  survey  and  emphatic  ex- 
change of  looks  convinced  them  of  this  dreadful  fact,  the 
slam  of  u  door  in  the  apartment  below  was  heard,,  and  both 
started  ss  if  shot.  An  instant  of  breathless  silence  followed, 
and  the  sound  of  footsteps  and  voices  was  distinctly  heard. 

"I  am  lost — ^the  bloodhounds  are   on   me!"  whispered 
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GFod&ej,  in  a  tone  which  thrilled  throagh  Mervyn*s  very 
marrow*    "  They  axe  below." 

The  youth  made  no  reply,  but  set  the  lamp  dowii,  stepped 
silently  o^er  the  chamber,  and  knelt  to  lak  fonner  hole  of 
observation.  The  justice  of  their  conjectures  then  appealed. 
The  door  of  Blood's  staircase  was  just  slowly  opening,^ and 
by  the  gleam  of  the  red  £re  down  it,  he  «aw  sevefral  men  in 
black  masks,  with  naked  swords  glittering  in  their  hands. 
He  started  up  and  saw  that  G-odfrey  was  k&ftding  at  Another 
chink,  and  peering  into  the  apartment  below. 

"  Get  up— ^et  up !"  gasped  Mervyn,  almost  speeohlefB 
with  horror.  "  It  is  not  yet  too  late.  Sir  Edmundbury  I— 
Save  your  own  life  and  mine  1 — Go  down  these  steps — thither 
— rto  me  miser's  chamber  below  I  They  will  not  suroect  you 
there ;  and  if  they  do,  Te&istance  nuw  be  made.  They  oan 
only  enter  one  way — down  this  step-kdder,  one  at  a  time, 
and  you  may  lawftuly  plunge  your  swc»d  into  them  as  thwr 
descend.  For  Heaven's  sake  bide  not  their  fiiry.  Hidte 
yourself— under  the  bed,  in  the  bedr— they  daare  not  suspect 
you  there !" 

Young  and  almost  powerless  with  fear  as  he  was,  he  drew 
Grodfrey  on,  as  it  were  by  fascination,  to  the  trapndoor 
whence  he  remembered  to  nave  emerged  from  the  miser's 
ai^artment,  and  pointed  down,  without  uttering  a  "word. 
God&ey  hesitated  still  a  moment,  but  a  shout  from  the  apart* 
ment  below — ^Blood's  voice  calling  "  Mervyn  !'^  in  its  most 
tremendoi^  tones — seemed  to  exercise  a  mechanioal  sway 
orer  him.  He  set  his  foot  on  the  narrow  step,  thrust  his 
large  lean  form  with  some  difficulty  into  the  hole,  and  began 
descending,  while  Mervyn  held  tixe  lamp,  and  kept  hold  of  nis 
cloak,  as  if  with  the  idea  of  thereby  aiding  him.  On  seeing 
Mm  safe  at  the  bottom,  Mervyn  in  some  degree  recovered  his 
aelf-poBsession,  and  kneeling  clown,  he  threw  the  light  of  ihe 
lamp  as  far  as  |)ossible  into  the  dreary  chamber,  and  saw  Sir 
Goofrey  hide  himself  beneath  the  miserable  coverings  of  the 
old  miser's  bed.  Almost  at  the  same  moment  he  heard  l^e 
voice  of  Blood,  calling  his  name  in  louder  and  more  exas- 
perated tones.  He  paused  one  dreadful  moment  to  listen, 
and  heard  hea^y  footsteps  comiag  up  the  corridor.  It  was 
barely  possible  that  he  might  reach  his  own  apartment  ere 
they  entered  and  found  him  on  a  spot  which  would  put  them 
on  the  scent  of  their '  victim ;  and  he  rushed  to  the  door. 
But  the  same  instant  it  swung  violently  open,  and  four  men, 
armed  and  masked,  as  he  had  seen  in  the  apartment  below^ 
rushed  in. 


800  ^  vnttawmi^wa. 

*♦  WhBre:;i^  Giaclft»y,  boyP*'.  Ahontad  a  Tdioe, 
tested  tones  roused  all  his  remaining  courage  to 

*<  Wktee  I  hope  you  shidi  not'find  hnn,  dvn£W*hd  re- 
'  torted;  in-^a  tone  j  of  id^once  and  energy^  whix^:«iiv^bd 
them  all.  '. -'T-*!, 

I .  ,*f  'Wlain'l'iia0t  thou 'betrayed  n%f^  e^kdmedihe  tblreknost 
Oittk,  wiiMe  teitMe  Toibeeonikl  belong  Iso  no  one  -bntrMooi. 
'  >  '^^^YiUaan,  iti.  th^  Huse  a^ain,  <ihou  blaek  hetfmyet^'MAtiatbd 
M^jkyn;  hiB  «rf ef  sparkling  fire.  *^  Gkidfrey  ia  goiie— ^faclp<»-t 
have  saved  Imn,  and  I  glory  in  it !  I  discoveDed^yinyr  aonr- 
deroiu  intentionB  in  tnne  to  prevent  them^^^ndaiodrfdb  your 
worst!"'  •    ••'<  r^om 

^  H«!l  and  fttrjr,  brat !  what  hast  thoa  dared  ta.  dot?" 
yelled  Blood,  rainng  his  maflsiye  fist,  and  seenuBg  asn&he 
needed  but  a  word  to  crush  &e  youth  into  atoms.      >  U    ' 

**  If  you  Btnkey  Blood,  I  will  strike  again  I"  ^eAMaamA^ike 
heroic  stripKng,  raising  his  arm,  and  looking  at  the:  cblbliel 
with  a  resolute  expression  of  rage  and  defiance.  ■■  >^' 

M  Boy  V  shouted  Blood,  clutching  his  wrist,,  and*  iahnost 
paralysmfif  it  in  his  vice-like  pressure.  "  Thou  knowest  not, 
thou  madman  by  inheritance ! — ^that  a  blow,  a  single  blow, 
cost  thy  father  ms  life,  and  that  which  he  loved  dearer-^BiB 
honour!"  .  .     * . 

"  'Let  me  have  the  mauling  of  the  younsr  reproisatei^  said 
'  Oates,  poshing  forward.  ''I'll  warrant  rll  teach  hknilis 
'  duty  to  lawful  superiors — the  young  popish  Jesuit  plottsi>l^' 

*^  Hands  off.  Master  Oates,  an'  you  care  not  to  aee'^onr 
nose  as  fiat  as  your  forehead,"  said  Blood,  shaking  loo8(|£tiLe 
murderous  clutch  which  Oates  had  fixed  in  the  my'lB  nedk. 
*'  None  shall  harm  him  tiiat  hath  not  first  made  an  oyaten^^y 
throat.  But  now  tell  me,  dear  Mervyn,  on  your  ufoteiiime, 
what  have  you  done  with  the  old  man  P  I  have  come  tor  |)ear 
the  testimony  you  wot  of,  and  these  gentlemen  are  preveiiitas 
witnesses."  t.  r 

'*'  Why' then  is  this  accursed  wretch  of  your  companyil" 
'  exolaiihed  Mervyn.     *' No,  Blood,  I  tell  you  I  havac dis- 
covered your  cruel,  perfidious  plot,  and  Grodfrey  has  eaoaped 
by  tarr  means*"  ' 

'    '* 'Slud  attd  *oonds!    then  we  are  all  lost^^we  8hali>t>e 
-  hanged  to  a  man  !'^  groaned  Oatesr  v>  > ».» 

-  ^  Why  then  the  devil  and  the  hangman  will  j^et  their  duie^" 
repUed  Mervyn,  scorn  and  hatred  fiashing  in  his  fine  ey^a^v 

"  But  'tton't  possible— the  old  un  can't  have  bi&ed  naJ" 
Wd  another  of  the  masks,  whom  Mervyn  had  no  diffieulty  in 
recognizing  as  Bedlow,  the  waterman.    **  I  bolted  tiie.  water- 
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'if^^^ead  t'otibier  wa^fi  firoilld  tlijEevia  vbtttt^lr  of^.gimp&Wder  to 
Yjpoaes^e^aesBL  ",-'•:<•■■•..-■ 

^  .^*^d!ow  i8.Tiglijl>^*rhe  must  be)  ooneenledim  the  lioase," 

\  'fijbtatemsd  Blood  >^'  &iHiti-^  sete^/  jaids?^  oor  •  Teit^.^lives 
depend  upon  the  matter."  rvi' 

I'^rvffriAfl '  yoTiT'  aoBPdt  wili?ltevinjvfcdny'^j^sdiitafid  Mervyn, 
. JSo^giktiaBg  in  liis<  a§^1s![^on  tbii. peouj&Bir  itoBsfeMmr  of'tiiie  Ikoose. 

i>4tjBii^haiB!e6csped  tfaj^gfa.  tike  ti»|it«(b>«ir,  bjf  the  roOf^searcIi 

r €Mwf^ l- ^Ijcmg -ereifliisi lie  is  >o1tt •  cf ■  your  fWif/evrr^li^i  Jr tWiBt 
i^fminlVBMii  be  in  his." 

u  ^^(GfUieme  your  toitoh*  Bedlow! — if  he  got  on  iihe  loof,  he 
must  be  still  there,"  said  Blood,  deliberately.  "  The  house 
is>oo]Dpletdh^'i6okii{ed-'Hiurrou3ided  by  gaarden  and  water — ^he 

'^  tbt^aaak  -^cape  us,  except  by  bipeaking  his  neek. " 

"  But  how  could  ^  Godfrey  get  up  to  the- trap-4oor  P"  ex- 

jji^aiisiKeii  Gates,  peerin;^   upward   with   his  TiUanous'  eyes. 

I  >f({I?herB  are  no  niea\s  that  X  caa  see,  unless  he  crawledl  up 
like  a  rat." 
'    :1'^e  is  a  tail  man,  and  with  this  youn^  rogue's  assii^tance, 

J  ma^htfeadi  those  beams,  and  thence  swmg  himself  up,"  ex- 

ckioned  Blood,  laughing  and  rubbing  his  hands.    ''So  we 

have  him  now.     Oates,  lend  me  a  lift  of  your  bi^wny 

shoulders.    Bedlow,  keep  the  kid  in  order." 

:i Brother  Titus  readily  complied  with  this  request,   and 

•.  Slood  springing  from  nis  broad  back  as  from  a  stepfing- 
stonfi^  seized  hold  of  a  cross  plank,  and  thrust  himself  up 

1  among  ^e  timbers  of  the  roof.    Clinging  only  to  the  frau 

«iiMipp€nt  of  »mie  loose  rafters,  he  succ^ded  in  rdachinfl  the 
^taifHdoor,  and  found   it   fiimly  secured  with  rusii^ -bars. 

/tMlrarryn's  account  of  the  escape  was  obviously  knpossiHe. 
^SSiliifidermg  out  a  terrible  volley  of  purses,  the  rumazt^Om- 

:  jmUnbated  this  fact  to  his  fellows  below,  aud  dec^m^his 

A.bvL&y  frame  the  whole  length  of  his  arm,  he  fell  tne  height 
that  remained  without  inconvenience.  He  then  clutched 
liold  of  Mervyn's  collar,  and,  shaking  him  sev^relyy'  swore 
;itk'a^  if  he  did  not  tell  the  truth  instantly  ha  w^uljd  ooi^  him 

Ita^pieceB."  -•,.'>•,. 

"  Do  what  you  will,  villains,  I  have  no  means  to^ -resist 

M'jroU^"  said  Mervyn,  d<^gedly;  but^  as  he  spoke^  an  idea 
occurred  to  him,  and  he  aadea«  '  •  murder  me  it  you  will»  bnt 
yoil'  cannot  prevent  Bir  Edtnundbury's  escape.  He  knew 
too  well  ike  secrets  of  tliis  konuse  not  to  take  my  warning, 
and  he  leaped/ out  of  the  balisony  below  into  the  river." 

.  'f-  Why,  then,  he  must  be  dffowned,  for  every  body  knows  Sir 
iijinxmdcaninotswim!"  said  Gates,  with  mahcious  exultation. 


202  wfiiaxsmABs. 

''  Sm,  ratheor,  <kah^  to  pk^es,  man,  fi»rit  k  low  watftr^ ' 
said  Blood,  gloomily.  "  At  any  rate  we  will  go  and  exaauine ; 
but  if  he  is  dead,  bis  blood  be  on  bis  own  obstinate  old 
iron  skuU'pieee,  andtbeyonag  fool  tbat  persuftded  biTw." 

He  then,  considerably  to  Mervyn's.anrpxi&e,  who  bad  hoped 
they  could  find  only  ingress  by  the  weJl,  jooyed  iir«eijy  to 
the  trap-door,  and  after  casting  a  diligent  look  below,  pro- 
posed to  descend.  He  had  some  difficulty,  .however,  in 
thrusting  hiji  bnUcy  body  in;  and  that  ^u^eomplished,  "with 
m&aj  bitter  curses  at  the  lean  old  miser  who  Jbad  planned  it, 
he  doll  seemed  afiraid  to  venture  in  the  dark,  and  took  the 
lamp  from  Bedlow.  That  wcarthy  also  followed  with  Oai}Q8, 
who  showed  considerable  reluctance,  which  wafi  only  OForcome 
by  a  greater  dread  of  rousing  Blood's  wrath,  ifcecvyn  .f<d- 
lowed,  beheving  he  should  tliereby  show  less  apprdnension, 
and  crossed  ihe  apartment  to  tlie  open  balcony,  mthout 
danng  to  ca^t  a,glance  at  the  bed. 


CHAPTEE  XXrX. 

THE   FIRST  VICTIM   OF  THE  POPISH  PLOT. 

.  Meevxn  found  the  colonel  hanging  over  the  balustrade, 
and  throwing  the  light  of  his  toim  as  £&r  as  possible  down 
the  riv<^,.as  if  to  break  the  shadows,  and  perhaps  expeeting 
to  behold  the  old  man's  mangled  body.  The  moon  ahone 
through  a  white  mi&t,  and  showed  nothing  clearly,  but  Mer- 
vyn  saw  that  it  was  ebb-tide,  and  that  naught  was  viaihle 
below  but  the  greea  elimy  foundation,  of  tk«  house,  aud  wavy 
mud  strewed  with  weeds  and  rubbish.  A  careful  survey  soon 
convinced  Blood  that  the  object  .he  expected  was  not  there, 
BSkd  he  returned  to  his  former  opinion.  Accordingly,  the 
assasains  resumed  their  search,  and,  at  Oates's  suggestion,  in 
the  miser's  chamber.     . 

Puring  the  ri^id  examination  which  ensued — ^and  they 
looked  under  the  bed,  on  the  framework,  up  the  chbnn^,  in 
all  the  nod£6  and  crannies  of  the  ancient  chamber — Mervyu 
differed  the  extremfi  agonies  of  fear  and  suspense.  Wiih 
admirable  nerve,  however,  he  fihowed.no  emotion,  uttered  no- 
word,  which  might  by  any  chance  direct  them  in  their  search. 
By  a  curious  neglect,  which  yet  frequently  happens  in  similar 
cases  of  hurried  research,  Blood  and  his  accomplices  forgot 
to  look  in  the  bed ;  and  G-odfrey  lay  so  flat  and  motionless, 
and  the  bed  seemed  so  undisturbed,  that  no  one  thought  of 
examining  it.  . 
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"JS.e  ifi  not  here,  at  all  eyents/'  saidBliood,  at  last,  -^oow-* 
iiig  liimseff  isis)  a  dbair ;  *'  he  Jias  escaped,  tlioxigli  I  cannot 
divine  how," 

"  Why,  if  yon  1;hink  le  has'  escaped,  ccdonel,"  sstd'Qates, 
in  evident  .tem>r,  "  I  think  we  had  better  eeeape  too.  There 
is  nothing^to  us  bnt  flight ;  for  on  the  least  peril  otnr  party 
-will  disavow  ns,  and  send  ns  to  the  gallows  to  prove 'their 
own  innocence." 

*'  Xhon  art  ever  for  keeping  the  raacal  in  those  viUanons 
ill-shaped  limbs  of  thine!"  said  Blood,  bitterly ;  "bnt  that  is 
not  the  way  that  men  of  honour  and  courage  get  out  of  their 
difficulties.  So  then,  Master  Mervyn,  thk  ancient  gentleman 
has  escaped  bv  vour  connivance P  Ha,  what  is  hereP  So! 
the  saint  has  len;  his  BiUe  behind  him ! "  And  he  raised  the 
Tolume  whic&  we  have  aheady  mentioned,  and  after  a 
moment's  examination  handed  it  to  Oates. 

"  Well — ^he  hath  left  it  behind  him,"  said  Mervyn,  aeiihe 
colonel's  eye  again  fell  upon  him ;  "  and  if  you  were  wise. 
Blood,  you  would  join  m  my  thanksgiving,  for  you  are 
thereby  saved  from  bloodTguiltiness,  ami  't&  diremi  eveiv 
lasting  punishment  denounced  byHewen  againat murderers !" 

The  edonel's  face  flushed  a  deep  crimson,  and  he  muttered 
something  which  no  one  distinct^  heard,  but  he  added,  in  a 
milder  tone,  "  And  prithee  what  hast  thou  reveaLed'to  the  old 
scarecrow,  most  sapient  sirf " 

"  Nothing  but  what  was  necessary  to  make  him  understaoil 
his  danger  and  fly  from  it,"  replied  Mervyn. 

"'What  is  to  be  done,  colonel  ?"  faltered  Oates*  "  Bf  tha 
time,  if  ever,  the  old  man  will  be.  at  home,  and  about  des* 
patching  his  musketeers  to  seize  us  for  gaIlows«&uit«  What- 
must  we  do  P" 

"Ajiything  but  run  away,  Gafces^"  repHed  Blood,  scorn- 
fully. '*  Let  us  all  be  firm,  and  we  oan  easily  out&use  the 
maa  old  'greybeard.  Oourage,  Titus !  dost  thou  pretend  to 
raiae  the  devil,  and  run  away  at  a  whisk  of  his  tailr" 

^  I  cannot  think  he  has  got  out  of  the  house,"  saidBedlow. 

"  Nor  I,"  said  Blood.  **  Come,  gentlemen,  let  us  search 
the  mansion,  the  cellar,  the  boy's  hammock — er^rywhiere." 

This  command  seemed  to  remove  a  mountain  of  lead  ham 
Mervyn's  heart,  and  he  followed  the  clumsy  ascent  of  Oatee 
with  mdescribable  satisfaction.  Still  he  could  scarcely  be- 
lieve in  ihis  extraordinary  escape,  until  Blood  himself,  last  of 
the  band,  sprang  out  of  the  loft,  and  secured  the  trap^door 
after  him.  The  ruffians  then  proceeded  on  a  deliberate  ran- 
sacking of  the  house,  poking  with  their  swords  iato  every  hole 
and  comer  that  might  by  possibility  afibrd  a  hiding-place,-— 
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Mervrn  awaiting  th^  reatdt  in  the  painted  chamber,,  eveap]^ 
sotLfid'eatismg  him  to  shake  Hire  an  aspen.  I^ekrly  aii  Si^nr 
had  passed  in  this  manner,  and  his  palpitating  nerves  w,exp 
beginning  to  cahn  down,  when  suddenly  he  heard  a  dijonial 
tsMtky  ^'Hthcli^  yell;  #hich  he  knew  At  once  to  be  inj&p^r. 
fter*^  ton^s  ;Kt'nie  same  moment  he  heard  a  rosh  upst^|rs/ 


stalttt^^-he  ]ai€fw  no  more  how  than  in  a  wild  dredm-r^Se^^^d 
himself  in  the  hauixted  chamber.  A  horrible  speotieuU^  ^T^^^^ 
him.  ^ood  was  already  grasping  Sir  EdmirndbjuyVwoq!!^^ 
der,  who  was  sitting  upnght  in  the  bed,  ghastly  pale,  liis  eye9 
nearly  out  of  his  head,  nis  hands  clasped,  his  whole^^ir^e 
conymsed  as  if  in  an  ague-fit,  shouting  and  yelling  at  {|io^P| 
of  Ids  voice. 

**  He  is  my  prisoner !  Sir  Edmund,  yield,  since  you  li^ve 
no  resource,  and  no  harm  shall  be  done  to  you."  *• 
:  **  Keep  him  off! — keep  him  off!"  yeUea  Godfrey,  making 
no  resistance,  nor  sign  of  resistance,  as  if  unconscious  of  the 
colonel's  presence,  and  pointing  forward  into  the  vacant  Air. 
**  Keep  hnn  off!  Oh,  in  mercy  s  name,  let  him  not  clutch  me 
with  those  long  lean  hands !"  sobbed  Grodfrey,  whose  vojce 
was  now  almost  inarticulate. 

"  What  the  fiend  does  he  see  P"  muttered  Oates,  drawing 
near  to  Blood. 

**  Do  but  look  at  him  yonder,  the  lean  old  pale  man,  with 
his  shrivelled  limbs  and  cold  glittering  eyes,"  said  Grodnrey, 
sobbing  exhaustedly.  "  Why  dost  thou  grin  and  moum  at 
mef  I  did  not  do  it,  sir !  'tis  not  my  crime,  though  my  &^er 

^^^^^^'^pe  for  Bedlam.,  bind  and  ga«Mm!"  ^aidfil^di. 
impatiently  turning  away. 

Mervyn,  in  the  confusion  and  horror  of  his  mind,  knew' ])!ot 
what  to  do,  abd  gazed  in  a  stupid  manner  while  Oates  sifi  ] 
Bedlow  bound  their  victim,  whose  yells  had  now  subsided  mt^^ 
idiotic  murmurs.  '  -" 

A  slight  pause  followed,  for  it  seemed  impossible  to  get^J 
Bdmundbury  out  of  the  chamber,  bound  as  he  wa^  hand 
foot.     At  length  Blood  loosened  the  thongs,  and  ord< 
Godfrey  to  mount  the  stairs,  Oates  going  first  to  receive  t 
The  tmibrtunate  prisoner  mechanicauly  obeyed,  and  the  waffle ; 
band  followed,  Mervyn  being  dragged  along  by  Bedlow,  m  a 
state  bordering  on  unconsciousness,  and  all  proceeded  ib J^d 
water-gate,  Blood  grasping  his  prisoner  by  the  belt.    Mer- 
vyn afterwards  recoflected  that  they  crossed  the  mud  on  a 
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pUmk,  and  found  a  boat  moored  pQ  tb^edg^  OifMthe  wokec 
2dB^^g6t  into'iit,  and  Bedlow  and  Oates  s^izi]^g>  tiie,  Qar«,.tb«y- 
shoT  otit  over  the  water,  which  waa  .  gcarcehr  visible .  m  the 
■fieavy.  mist.  -     ,  . 

j  ^e  voyage  seemed  to  Mervyn'a  bewildered  i^sioj  iateik 
iimiapl)r  long,  and  all  the  while  not.  a  wprd  was  spoken.  -  Godr 
fifW seemed  to ^sit.  in  a  state  of  .8t^pcdfactiQn,,.b^t^Me^y^l; 
tfi<n%^t  there  was  something  in  his  lackilHStrei  eyes  whieb 
seemed  tojrejproaeh  him.  On  a  sudden  the  boat  ground^d>on 
a'ti^ni  jetty,  and  looking  up»  Mervyn  saw  piJie^,o£4im,«ftd 
1  ifti^  aremtectiire  towering  in  the  gnostly  mistiness  of  the, 
•niliai^L^i,  ^  Aix  exclamation  &om  tl^  colonel  informed  him 
tlmf'lt  was  Somerset  House,  i^en  the  residence  of  the  queen 
^^cl^l^r  jpopish  court,  as  it  waa  styled  by  the  populace. 

^*t%1bB8  gave  alow  whistle  as  they  landed;,  a  gate  instantly 
o^^ned  on  the  left,  and  a  man  appeared  with  a  dark  lantern 
and  a  bunch  of  keys.  Mervyn  now  concluded  that  his  se^Be8 
Werb  totally  disoraered,  for  ne  thought  he  recognized  in  tbe 
pale  suspicious  features  of  the  person  who  appeared.  Prance, 
tli^!^8}lviersmith.  Whoever  he  might  be,  he  started  back  in 
gr^4t,  alarm,  but  was  instantly  seized  by  JBlood. 

"^*  On  your  life  stir  not,  booby  !  a  pistol  is  at  your  head," 
said  the  colonel.  "  You  have  nothmg  to  do  but  show  us 
Gradden's  apartment :  all  we  do  is  by  the  duke*s  order." 

"  But— but — I — I  never  heard  of  this  ! "  exclaimed  the  man, 
gazing  with  terror  at  Sir  Edmundbury,  "  and — and — if  there: 
18,  to  be  bloodshed  I  can't  bear  to  look  at  it — ^I  can't.     I  epuld 
nevdi(  endure  to  see  a  calf  killed,  though  my  father  was  a^t 
bl^tc^fer— I  can't."  i 

'  **  yVhy,  fool!  thou  wilt  be  present  some  day^  at  thine  own,. 
death,^  muttered  Blood.   '*  But  there  is  no  killing  in  the  case. 
H^t  the  key  of  Gradden's  rooms — speak  ! — lead  the  wi^y — 
tMs  instant!" 

llie  man  made  no  further  demur,  but  admitted  the  whole 
p^rty  into  a  narrow  terraced  garden  before  the  palace,  God- 
frev;  mechanically  obeying  every  direction,  of  nis  captors. 
G^eV  entered  the  palace  by  a  court,  arched  around,  at  the  end 
of  ;^lpich  they  passed  a  sentinel,  and  entered  another  narrow 
'  r.surrounaed  by  lofty  towers.     Sir  Edmundbury  h^; 
rto  behaved  with  perfect  paasiveness,  as  if  unconscious  . 
,  ,,.  .^at  was  happening,  though  Mervyn  fancied  once  or  twice, 
ftHiii  the  expression  of  his  eye,  that  his  reason  was  returning. : 
XTiiluckily,  at  the  moment  they  entered  th6  archway,  Godfreyf 
caught  an  indistinet  view  of  the  sentinel,  and  the  hope  of 
liberation  probably  flashed  upon  him.    He,  Blood,  and  Oates 
were  some  yards  in  advance  of  Mervyn  and  Bedlow,  when  the 
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fiazmer  beheld  bim  saddenly  wrendi  faiinaelf  by  a  dmerate 
effort  from  their  grasp,  and  shouting, "  Help»  morther,  Eelpi" 
attempt  to  dra^r  nis  sword. 

All  that  followed  long  afterwards  appeared  to  Mexryn  like 
the  phantasmagocria  of  some  hideonfi  dream.  He  saw  Blood 
strike  Sir  Sdmandbniy  with  a  bludgeon,  who  reeled  back, 
still  yelling  for  assistonee,  and  shouting  that  he  knerw  them?— 
calling  ihma  hy  their  names  1  He  then  heard  Oate&'ezdUdm, 
*'  Down  wilii  bim — he  knows  ua  I"  and.  all  four  rushed. upon 
him,  and.  the  unhappy  man  feU  sbmggling,  with  oue  de^ 
suffocated  yelL  Merryn  attempted  to  apiing  fiorward,  buthe 
was  seized  by  his  guard<-he  t^d  to  shriekmurder!  but  his 
tongue  dore  to  w  roof  of  his  moutL  After  thia-he  zeool- 
lected  seeing  Gates  kneding  on  Sir  Edmundbnry^s  bneaet, 
who  was  stragplinff  Tiolently,  and  then  Blood  hit  hun  another 
Mow  on  ibB  head,  while  Bedlow  and  the  two  watennen 
tugged  at.  each  end  of  the  victim's  cravvt.  Some  fsanp  re- 
membrance  he  had  of  Prance  wringing  his  handsr  and  moan- 
iog,  near  the  assassins — and  then  theaee  was  a  faint  ehoking 
gurgle — but  Mervyn  saw  no  moire,  for  he  fell  senseless  on.  the 
pavement. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

CONSCIENCE  ^ND    POLITICS. 

Mebvyn's  first  dawn  of  reeollection  was  accompanied 
by  a  sensation  of  extreme  cold,  and  raising  himself  on 
his  elbows,  he  saw  that  he  was  in  a  boat  rowed  by  two  of 
the  masks,  whom  with  a  deadly  sickness  of  heart  he  recog- 
nized as  Oates  and  Blood.  An;er  this  he  lay  for  some  time 
in  a  state  of  dreamy  stu]^or,  during  wiiich  the  assassins  dis- 
eoursed,but  he  distinguished  no  sounds  save  a  continued 
whisper.  At  last  he  was  conscious  that  Blood  lifted  him  in 
his  arms,  and  carried  him  up  a  flight  of  steps,  and  then  his 
recollection  faded  away,  until  suddenly  he  found  himself  lying 
on  a  heap  of  straw.  Something  he  afterwards  rememboxe^ 
of  a  hideous,  shrivelled  old  man,  with  a  long  grey  beard,  who 
held  a  sponge  to  his  nose,  and  felt  his  pulse.  But  the  shock 
which  he  had  Bnsiaiiied  again  overpowered  his  yomig  strength, 
and  he  relapsed  into  insensibility.  To  this  succeeded  a  wild 
and  troubled'  sleep,  haunted  by  dreams  of  unsurpassable 
horror,  and  which  lasted  he  knew  not  how  long ;  hxSb  finally 
he  awoke  with  a  start,  imagining  himself  sinldng  into  a  deep 
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gtdf  of  iJie  ocean,  with  a  roar  of  winds  and  whirling  wares 
Sewping  npon  Mm. 

Ttda  terrible  fiemcjrwas  succeeded  by  fkint-  glimpses  of 
memory,  and  the  events  which  he  had  witnessed'rushedrn 
oonfdsed  masses  to  his  mind's  eye.  At  first,  he  thought  he 
was  but  recolleetinff  a  dream  of  singular  horror ;  but  the 
reality  of  all  that  had  happened  rushed  orerpoweringly  upon 
Mm,  when  he' suddenly  caught  the  tone  of  Oates's  roice  m  a 
murmuring  discourse,  which  was  going  on  for  some  time 
before  he  took  any  distinct  notice  or  it.  He  raised  his 
swimming  head,  and  gazing  intently  round,,  perceived  that  he 
was  in  tho  Painted  Chamber,  on  the  colonel  s  bed,  or  rather 
lair.  At  the  opposite  side  of  the  chamber,  near  a  bright  fire, 
eat  that  person,  engaged  in  conversation  with  Gates.  The 
fiirst  words  he  distinguished  deariy  took  the  form  of  a 
muttered  cru^e  from  Blood,  followed  by  a  diort  pause,  and 
then  a  question  which  Merryn  instantly  understood  to  relate 
to  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury. 

"  Oh,  it  is  of  no  use — old  Aldiersgate  wont  bite,"'  replied 
Oates.  '*  I  tried  him  every  way,  short  of  a  direct  confession. 
But  it  ia  in  vain  to  think  of  coaxing  a  serpent  into  a  net ;  he 
is  too  cautious  to  enter  where  there  is  a  smell  of  blood.  When 
I  answered  his  inquiry  how  old  Bent-back  was  stowed,  he 
would  not  understand  my  muffled  hints,  but  cuts  me  short 
with  a  declaration,  that  if  he  thought  we  had  hurt  a  hair  of 
his  head,  he  would  have  us  all  discovered,  and  sling  us  on  the 
gallows  like  so  many  onions  in  amactketbunch.*' 

"Old  Aldersgate  were  like  enough  to  do  that,"  said  Blood, 
j[uietly,  "  He  is  of  that  godly  school  of  viUany  which,  when 
it  hath  wrought  the  deed,  flings  away  the  instrument  abhor- 
rently. He  will  be  glad  of  an  excuse  to  be  rid  of  us,  Master 
Oates." 

"  Yet  he  hath  an  open  hand,  this  prince  in  Israel,"  replied 
the  doctor.  "Look  you  here! — ^he  would  understana  no 
ftirther  but  that  we  haa  captured  the  old  beak  j  and  for  that 
small  service,  he  counts  me  down  forty  French  pistoles.  I 
saw,  though,  that  he  was  deadly  pale,  as  if  he  understood  me 
but  too  weD,  and  the  thoughtless  Duke  of  Monmouth,  who 
was  there,  laughed  heartily,  and  gave  me  this  curious  chased 
ring.  And  then  he  said  he  supposed  the  old  gentleman  was 
hungry  by  this  lime,  and  so  it  would  be  but  common  politesse 
to  write  an  account  of  his  afflicting  situation  to  my  Lord 
Danby,  acctising  the  Duke  of  York,  and  pointing  out  where 
the  old  victim  might  be  found." 

"  Anonymously,  of  course  P"  said  Blood,  and  Oates  nodded 
his  head. 
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'*  Aj ;  bat  under  exirtii^  ciroanuteke^s  tlmfc  wSil  not  d»/'' 
exclai]BMdth»  cdlonel,  in  his  usual  imooncflmed  tone.  ^'  1 4 
certein  the  etfl  will  ihrink  out  of  this  busiiiQis,  and  be 
Bufficientlj^  yersed  in  the  tricks  of  iustice  to  belaraT  you, 
wi<iioitt  implitfalaoff  hinnelf*  tiasideft,  a  Dmxaop«»r*a  «hoeB 
are  alwajs  ised,  aacT  leare  traoes  wMoh  sooner  or  later  set  the 
hounds  of  the  lawvoifc  Im  tzadc."  .  -.  v. 

"Prithee, .master ooloaei,"  said  Gates,  hastily,  "havetia^ 
goodness  to  reeo^et  that  you  are  as  deep  m  tiiie  ami  w^- 
wBBk  in  the  mire*"  ...;<. 

'*  Why,  yifiatn,  you  dare  not  prot^d  that  I  took  any  ^fent 
in  ihe  aotoal  ntnrder  P  that  I  had  any  idea  of  tkai  whiwcci. 
undertook  thejob P"  exdiaimed  Blood  nereely.- 

"  And  had  I?"  said  Gates,  in  alow  and  very  xneek  tene.- ^.s- 

*'Bat  who  held  thepjoor  old  man,  I  should  like  to  loMrf* 
continued  the  colonel,  in  his  raised  voice.  "  Who  i/ofung '  Ms 
neck  like  a  barn-door  fowl's,  Master  Gates  P" 

"And  who  aided  and  abetted?    Who  stunned  ikte  old 

fentleman  with  a  blow  enough  to  fell  an  ox,  colonel^"  retei^ted 
'itus.     "  Not  that  I  blame  you  for  it,  for  the  whole  ploat,  tte  ^ 
saulvation  of  this  country  and  our  blessed  reformed  redigUMi,. 
depended  on  it." 

"  Don't  sicken  me  with  this  murderous  oant.  Gates,"  intu^ 
rupted  the  colonel.  *'Well,  I  grant  you  that  we  did  it  idL^ 
with  the  best  intentions— so  let  them  go  to  pave  *Ouf^  way  m- 
the  other  world.  At  present  our  business  is  to  cheat  <the  • 
devil.  We  must  make  the  politic  earl  himself  believe  #UKtvr 
the  papists  have  really  slain  the  stiff  old  carl— or  at  least  give 
him  a  pretext  for  feigning  so." 

"But,  how  P"  exclaimed  the  doctor—"  how  ?" 

"  Why,  you  know  that  Godfrey  is  now  apparently  in  ikm 
custody  of  the  popish  party,  in  Gadden's  chamber,"  replied 
the  colonel,  musmgly.  "That  fool.  Prance,  believes ».««.'^ 
employed  by  York — ^liis  disguised  servants,  in  fact.— Oatee,*' 
we  must  remove  the  body  &  some  ditch  in  the  fields,  and'' 
leave  it  there,  for'  chance,  in  the  shape  of  a  dog  or  a  cow,  t^' 
discover." 

"  But  will  not  our  cunning  be  too  paulpable  P  Shall  we  bo^ 
be  betrayed  b^  some  finger  in  the  dark  pointing  at  us  P"  said^ 
Gates,  suddermg.  '■^■^ 

"  I  oft  do  marvel  how  so  great  a  coward  as  thou  art, 
became  so  matchless  a  villain  V*  exclaimed  Blood.  "  But  ao  it 
isl  Why,  man,  we  will  take  such  precautions  l^at  at  Hkm 
great  day  the  whole  world  shall  stand  amazed  to  hear  we  <Md' 
it ! — We  will  leave  him  in  the  fields  at  St.  Paneras,  witkhia 
sword  through  his  body,  as  if  the  papists  wished  men  to  thiiyE: 
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ItaiMd  it .wiilt^iucjotvm Imaebf  hsA  tine^ang FoundluA meok  will 

iMMb  to  qdqSbm^  aad  we  will  bolster  lik  eridMee mw» «e&^ 
oaewkm.? 
<^^  '^  fl.penioaaigame»  bixt  it  muftt  bcM^fediMits;"  r^isoa^ 

the  people,  aU  Sunday,  forming  ia  gron^G^  and  wwideriiigiat 
Qwpey^B  ftbsenee !  Slni^sb^^'s  mm,  weveJansy  itk  att.tlie 
c0£Ebei<£aB9es  and  piaees  cf  pid[»liD zesact.  IlbftiM  t}i&a?«|M8on 
of  his  absence  reported  in  a  thousand  different  wayt.  But 
tiM^MrapiBts  are  preparing  £or  the  w(mm4  and  ge>  about  wager- 
ijig  %st  Godfrey  hath  coiismutted  suicide,  bc^ig  so  sad  aiul 
Uaekbiled  to  look  at.  'Tis  numrellous  conyenient  to  call 
Brardwed  sien  suicides.    Eh,  Blood  P" 

"^  ¥aa  Ukay  some  day  find  it  so,"  relied  the  oolonel,  ooldly. 
"Fort.yott  are  no  favourite  with  some  who  know  where  to 
iind  crafty  and  strong  arms  to  ayenge  them." 

"^  IShkj,  but  what  we  did,  was  in  self-defence,"  said  Oates, 
diangiBg  his  jesims  tone.    *'  It  was  no  fault  of  ours^    Since 
baknew us,  we  haa no altematiye,  in seM-preserration.    Xou , 
knew  the  proverb  ?" 

"  You  have  not  been  among  the  Jesuits  for  nothing.  Gates/' 
Y^liBd  Blood.  **  But  at  present  we  have  other  business  in 
huid  than  spHtting  the  fine  hairs  of  casuistry.  You  must  set 
TOOT  iormet  engine  at  work — ^your  fooHsh  Eve  L — but  how  > 
know  y^irut,  on  comparing  notes  with  her  husband^  she  may 
aofctfiispeot  your  share  in  me  adventure  ?" 

'^I  hftFe  nroyided  for  that,"  said  Titus,  with  a  grim  spiile.' 
"  I  have  uporaided  her  with  not  making  her  husband  keep. 
his  appointment,  pretending  that  I  went  at  twelve,  as  we 
httd  agreed — ^but  you  know  we  did  not  arrive  till  twow  I 
foBud  the  woman  in  such  a  panic  that  she  scarcely  could 
speaks  but  sat  crying  all  the  tune — ^whereby  I  concluded  that 
coatraeted  Prance  luis  made  her  his  confidante,  and  that 
nM^er  siu^ect  the  truth.  You  must  employ  your  9J[ch0mist 
9mmnh  Blood,  to  counterfeit  the  duke's  lutnd,  in  a  letter  to 
WB  Prance,  telling  him  to  be  in  readiness  to  remove  the  body 
aided  by  certain  masks  as  before.  Let  him  have  a  sedan 
fmiiing  at  Somerset  House  till  we  ajriive,  and  depend  on't  aU- 
win*  be  done  well  and  quickly." 

'*  *Tis  but  trying,  at  all  events,*^  said  Blood,  driljr. 

"  But— Colonel  Blood/'  resumed  Gates,  with  visible  hesitjft- 
tiHi,  "  we  are  brothers  in  danffer,y:ou  know — and  concerning 
timl  b<^ !"  he  added,  sinking  his  vqice  so  that  only  the  most 
intense  heasing  could  hare  £stinguiahed  what  he  said — **  the 
truth  is,  cc^<mel,  he  knows  to9muQh7-he  must  vanish  /" 

TOL.  I.  p 
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"I^onsenee,  brother  wolf!"  exdafaned  the  colonel,  sharply. 
"The  poor  child  is  delirious,  and  when  he  recovers  we  cam 
easily  persuade  him  that  all  this  has  been  but  a  wild  fever- 
dream.  At  every  hazai'd,  Master  Gates,  I  will  not  have  him 
hurt — ^not  even  bo  for  as  pricking  id  the  little  finger  goes  ! 
He  is  valuable — even  dear  to  me — and  I  have  blood  enough, 
of  big  already  fammg  m  tiie  noetrilB  of  Heayen." 

"  Well,  well — he  iis  very  silent — perhaps  he  is  dead,"  said 
Gates,  rising  and  conriHg  towards  Mervyn's  bed.  "-Let  us 
see« 

Mervyn  had  presence  of  mind  to  sink  his  head  on  the 

flow,  and  feign  a  heavy  slumber,  as  the  villain  approached. 

[e  was  then  conscious  that  Gates's  gaze  was  fixed  upon  him 
— ^that  he  scanned  his  features  with  a  torch— and  he  felt  by 
no  means  sure  that  the  villain  would  not  take  the  opportunity 
to  cut  his  throat.  He  therefore  feigned  to  be  disturbed,  and 
Gates  withdrew  softly  on  tiptoe. 

"  How  troubled-like  he  sleeps  I"  he  heard  him  mutter  to 
Blood.  "  I  hope  the  fever  is  not  contagious — but  I  do  feel 
mightv  sick,  lict  u»  have  some  mulled  sack,  Mood;  'tis 
cheerful  and " 

He  broke  off  suddenly,  for  a  loud  knock  was  heard  in  the 
corridor  by  which  Blood  usually  made  his  exits.  Both  started, 
and^Gates  tnrned  deadhr  pale.  ''  Grod^s  mercy !  what  if  it 
should  be  old  Godfreys  ghost P"  exclaimed  he,  ebxtching 
Blood  by  the  belt. 

'\Off,  dastard !  keep  thy  villanous  hands  from  me,"  said  Hie 
colonel,  springing  up.  "  'lis  much  likelier  that  Shaftesbury 
hathjplay  ed  us  a  shrewd  turn !  I'll  up  and  reconnoitre ;  at  a& 
events  they  shall  not  take  me  alive,  to  bait  like  a  bear.*' 

And,  seizing  his  pistols  from  the  chimney-piece.  Blood  dis- 
appeared for  a  moment  down  his  private  staircase.  Mervyn 
awaited  the  result  of  this  espial,  with  an  emotion  of  which 
words  are  but  fidnt  exponents,  and,  carefully  as  he  strove  to 
conceal  it,  he  could  not  refrain  from  giving  a  glance  at  i^ 
afl&igiited  countenance  of  Gates.  But  hope  vanished  when 
Blood,  re-entering,  informed  Gates,  in  a  grumbling  tone,  that 
it  was  Claude  Dnval,  half  drunk,  and  wim  a  kmmack  of  pro^ 
visions  on  his  shoulder,  doubtless  on  a  visit.  He  then  took 
up  a  ring  of  keys,  and  went  out  to  admit  him. 

In  a  ilw  moments  Mervyn  heard  a  voice  mernly  singing 
the  burden  of  a  jolly  French  hunting-song,  and  replying  to 
Blood's  questions  in  that  manner  afl  the  way  up.  But  as 
they  entered  Claude  ceased. 

"  What  a  plaguy  gabble  the  man  keeps  up  !"  he  exclaimed^ 
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'*  As  if  Claude  Buval  were  like  the  honest  men  of  the  world, 
and  turned  his  hack  on  a  brother  in  distress.  Why,  man,  I 
have  brought  you  some  small  additions  to  your  larder,  and 
two  or  three  pottles  of  aoqua  vite,  to  keep  your  nose  warm* 
Jifcds  vogfte  la  gaUre  !  wlmt  manneai  of  a  companion  have  we 
here  ?" 

"A  poor  labourer  in  the  vineyard !"  replied  Oates,  with  his 
habitual  hypocrisy  of  ton©. 

"  No  mummery,  Oates,  we  are  jolly  friars  well  met,"  said 
the  colonel,  eyeing  his  visitor  with  a  suspicious  gaze.  ^*  But 
are  you  sure,  Claude,  you  come  here  on  no  other  errand?" 

"iTay,  I  am  sure  to  the  contrary,"  replied  Duval,  cheer- 
fully. "But  'tis  not  to  ferret  you  out,  old  fox,  for  the 
Ormonde  d^s,  as  your  eye  hints.  I  want  to  see  your 
nephew,  for  1  have  taken  a  sort  of  liking  for  him,  and  would 
do  him  good." 

"  Indeed !  but  my  nephew  is  too  ill  to  hold  much  converse 
at  present,"  said  Blood.  "  His  too  high  and  riotous  living 
hath  made  the  schoolboy  sick.  He  was  three  sheets  in  the 
wind  last  ni^ht,  and  scarce  knows  a  dog  from  a  ditch  to-day." 

"Where  is  he  thenP  What!  stretched  on  that  straw  P" 
said  Claude,  advancing  to  the  bed,  and  the  colonel  ioatantly 
followed. 

There  was  a  lightning  rush  of  thought  through  Mervyn*s 
brain,  profoundly  asleep  as  he  pretended  to  be.  He  felt  an 
involuntary  trust  in  the  kindly  nature  of  the  highwayman, 
and  half  inclined  to  spring  up  and  clajm  his  protection  from 
this  den  of  murderers.  But  t^  certainly  that  l^e  colonel  and 
Gates  would  never  accede  to  such  an  arrangement,,  and  that 
in  all  probability  they  would  extend  their  priftcipk  of  self-^ 
preservation  in  his  favour,  deterred  him.  Qjien  t&e  question 
as  to  what  right  he  had  to  conMe  in  &  maiL  of  Duval's  cha- 
racter and  pursuits,  occurred  with  heavy  force — wA  that  ray 
of  hope  also  vanished. 

The  highwayman  approached  his  bed,  and  afl^er  gazing  for 
some  moments  intently  at  him,  Mervyn  heard  him  heave  a 
deep  sign.  "  How  like  he  is,  with  that  fair  flushed  counte- 
nance !"  he  muttai^ed,  and  taking  the  boy's  hand,  he  bent 
anxiouftly  over  him.  Mervyn  felt  a  hot  tear  fall  on  his  face> 
and  afiecting  to  start,  he  roused  himself,  and  gave  a  vacant 
stare  at  Claude.  Blood  spoke  to  him,  and  inquired  if  he 
Icnew  the  gentleman.  He  turned  his  head,  muttered  some 
incoherent  observation,  and  feigned  to  drop  asleep  again. 

Duvtd  returned  to  the  fire,  and  putting  his  hamper  down, 
observed  I3iat  the  sight  of  the  poor  lad  had  taken  away  his 
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appetite,  and  t&atv  ainoe  the  colonel  had  company,  he  woi^ 
away  to  some  friends  who  expected  him.  ■  .  i  r 

"  The^e  is^io  be  a  ransacking  of  some  wool^staplera  from 
Manchester;  Biidwei' m)e<et  at  the  Angel/'  he  added,  eareleas^v 
**  If  I  make  anything  worth  while,  colonel,  I  shaU  bring  mmt 
little  present  to  yotup  nephew;  though,  to  deal  frankfy  with 
you,  I  think  he  hath  not  the  honotir  <m  such. relationship^**  -A 

**  What  if  be  my  fton  P"  said  Bloodv  gloomily^  .  .  .^ . 

*^  He  hath  liot'the  ra0Gd.lly>ldok,"  replied  Clfiibde#  lluogh^g. 
"  But  I  IvVyuld  speak  a  few  words  with  himj  if  he  Gbmts,&t&iti 
France— wflf  belle,  belle  J^ance  !  Whence  is  he-*-knDw  yjort|. 
Master  Gates  P    From  St.  Omer  P"  .,.,... 

"No,  in  sooth,  though  I  was  there  for  many  aperiJLojBi^ 
day,"  replied  Dates.  v.' 

Mervyn  felt  a  strong  inclination  to  give  him  the  lie,  bitit  he 
suppressed  it,  and  listened  to  what  followed  with  the'  ouriosi^ 
naturally  excited  by  this  conjecture.  Claude,  however^  fittpod 
for  some  minutes  musing,  and  then  observing  that  he  moat 
be  at  Islington  within  the  hour,  1»ok  his  hat  to  go. 

**  And  pray,  sir,  since  you  are  from  the  city,'*  said  Oates, 
clearing  his  throat  with  an  effort,  "  pray,  sir,  has  any  nows 
been  heard  of  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey  ?" 

"  Oh,  yes,  he  is  found,"  said  Claude,  -eagerly,  and  both 
gentlemen  started. 

"  Where,  where  P"  gasped  Oates. 

"  Why,  the  cunning  old  fellow  has  married  a  lady  of  gc^j^i 
fortune,  and  gone  off  with  her.  The  Duke  of  Norfolk  hftSried 
post  to  court,  and  told  it  publicly  to  the  king,  for  th^pe  w«^ 
pratings  that  Godfrey  was  last  seen  near  his  grace's  houses  ^ 
the  Strand,"  replied  Claude. 

"Is  it  possible  1  he !  he !  he ! — ^married  a  bride  !  la  .fi^e 
young  and  handsome  P"  ejaculated  Oates,  giggling,  and  win^- 
mg  at  Blood. 

**  Whr,  sir,  do  you  doubt  my  word  P"  said  Claude,  sharpy. 
"But  I  Know  Ml  well  what  your  faction  hopes — that.it  ig^ 
turn  out  a  murder,  and  so  they  may  have  a  pretext.to  stisttip 
the  populace  to  a  general  catholic  massacre."  . 

"Well;  well,  sir,  I  dispute  not  the  duke's  intellig^Bt^^Qi" 
said  Oates,  chucklingly ;  "  it  would  ill  become  me,  thiitt  hj^jfe 
been  one  of  his  chaplains  in  ordinary ; — but  it  will  b0.ji0Qn 
what  will  be  seen."  ' 

"Well,  well,  I  leave  you  in  godly  company,  colond[,".|(aid 
Claude,  going;  but  he  agam  turned,  and  added,  "Ihad^ 
tell  thee,  too.  Blood,  that  I  have  altered  my  resolution  ajba^t 
that  plot  of  yours ;  I'll  have  nothing  to  do  m  it.     The  heath. 
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a  swift  horse,  and  pistols  for  me !  Claude  Duval  can  use  the 
iaword  but  not  the  knife.  Fie !  'tis  an  old.  mafi.  with  gfoj 
hairs,  and  I'll  nought  with  him."  . 

"As  you  will,  su?,' ■  replied  the  colonel.  " [But  y^aafiember 
yon  throw  awar  the  most  splendid  prize.  ilrnkm^^-wnA.  ofi^qr^ 
td'mortal  thiefr"  /  ; 

>^  *'I;  am  no  thief,  sir — I  am  a<  wbber!!'  said  ClauJdo* 
haughtihf;  "But,  fareweU;;  you  follow : your  trade,  i and  J 
mine.  I  will  come  again.  tOi>mor»>w,  and  see  youir  nephew.'' 
.  Blood  sn&iied  bitterly,  and  cautiously  shooing  the  lamp, 
lighted  Claude  down  the  staircase.:  Aa  he  went  out  he 
^la^ced  at  the  bed,  and  Mervyn's  eye  met  his  with  an  expres- 
sion which  obviously  startled  him.  He,  made  a  hesitating 
s^oyenuent  back,  but  Mervyn  closed  his  eyes,  and  Blood,  call- 
ing from  the  foot  of  the  stairs,  obliged  him  to  follow. 

The  colonel  returned  almost  instantly,  and  put  dowi^ihis 
k<ey»  with  a  gnn  of  satisfaction.  "  Clauae  thinks  to  pump  my 
nephew,  as  ne  calls  him,"  he  observed,  in  answer  to  some 
mutter  of  Gates.  "  But  by  Jove,  if  ever  they  meet  agc^n,  it 
shall  be  under  correction  of  my  bludgeon." 

"Good  loard!  how  I  shook  in  my  shoes  all  the  time  he 
v^ag  here  I"  said  Oates,  "a  word  might  disclose  alls  icui^ 
everything." 

*' Weil,  we  must  see  about  our  tasks  s  I  must  go  to  the 
Heaven  for  ink  and  a  crowquill,  and  find  EJJcanah,"  said  the 
colonel.  "  But  tarry — ^you  have  them  hanging  at  your  girdle, 
like  a  scholar  as  you  are." 

*' Ay,  ay,  but  will  it  be  safe  to  leave  this  crafty  youngkid 
kere  by  himself?"  saidOates.  "Who  knows  but  what  he 
ttiay  be  playing  us  a  false  game  F" 

"  Oh,  I'll  lock  him  up  so  that  a  fly  can't  escape,"  replied 
Blood.  "  And  if  he  did  escape,  it  were  only  out  of  the  frying- 
pan  into  the  Are." 

This  last  intimation  that  he  was  to  be  left  alone  in  the 
boose,  made  Mervyn's  heart  palpitate,  for  he  was  determined, 
tliotigh  it  cost  him  his  life,  to  escape  from  the  cLittches  of 
-'tiiese  wretches. 

The  colonel  and  his  guest  continued  in  close  conference  for 
fi^'l^ffth  of  time  which  seemed  intolerable  to  Mervyu ;  but  at 
>  tot  &ey  oame  to  an  end,  and  as  it  was  almost  night,  began  to 
«loak  and  mask  ^or  the  adventure,  and  at  last  departed. 

Fearful,  nevertheless,  of  an  abrupt  return,  Mervyn  lay  for  a 
-  considerable  time  without  moving.    Hearing  no  sound,  how- 
ever, but  the  sinking  of  the  burning  wood,  he  ventured^  at 
ia0t»  to  lift  himself  up  and  listen.    The  profound  silence  of 
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'all  around  appalled  him.  The  room  iras  dark,  excepting  the 
red  gleam  of  the  embers,  and  such  a  mass  of  dreadfdl  recol^ 
lections  came  upon  him  when  he  saw  the  spot  on  whioli  God- 
:&ey  had  sat,  that  for  some  time  his  brain  whirled  about  in 
-eddies.  This  cleared  away,  and  it  seemed  to  him  as  if  he 
heard  a  Toice,  he  knew  not  whence,  exhorting  him  to  fly,  and 
bring  the  murderers  to  justice.  He  arose  staggering,  for  he 
was  almost  too  weak  to  stand,  and  after  a  feirent  ejaculatioa 
to  heayen,  looked  around  for  his  clothes.  But  Blood  had  fe« 
moved  them  altogether.  Ihe  Painted  Chamber,  as  we  have 
said,  was  lighted  only  by  the  uncertain  flashes  of  a  wood  flxe, 
and  the  ruddy  twilight  which  it  made,  allowed  amplb  scope 
for  the  wild  sketches  <^fan^.  Strange  and  gloomj  thougl^ 
crowded  on  his  memory.  The  dark  legencb  of  this  aoouraed 
mansion  arose  to  his  recollection,  dothed  in  a  bodily  and 
dramatic  form.  The  terrific  pTmishment  of  the  parricide, 
even  in  his  children's  blood,  occurred  to  him  with  mdeserib* 
able  horror.  A  supernatural  judgment  seemed  present,  and 
ihe  vengeanee  of  heaven  itself  appeared  to  haunt  Ihe  ruins  of 
the  detestable  mansion.  Meryyn  felt  as  if  bystaying  in  it  he 
must  share  its  blastine  dispensation,  and  he  rose  on  his 
shaking  limbs,  and  wimout  clothes,  money,  and  Mends  in 
the  vast  world,  he  swore  solemnly  rather  to  die  than  to  re- 
main in  that  house.  Even  as  he  took  this  oath,  he  pei^ceived 
a  comer  of  Ihe  mantle  he  had  worn  at  Godfrey's  haijsing 
from  a  rent  in  the  tapestry,  and  searching  it,  he  found  au  his 
garments  of  the  previous  day. 

Mervyn  debated  a  few  minutes  as  to  the  means  of  accom- 
plishing his  enterprise,  and  finally  determined  on  what  was 
mdeed  the  only  chance — ^to  attempt  an  escape  from  %b 
balcony.  His  horror  at  the  thought  of  entering  that  dreadful 
chamber  nearly  chewed  this  resohttion,  but  he  was  desperate, 
and  resolved  to  vanquish  his  repugnance.  He  strode  re- 
solutely to  the  door,  mto  the  corridor,  and  after  listening  a 
moment,  «and  taking  a  survey  of  the  gloomy  galleries  around, 
ventured  to  set  his  loot  on  the  stairs.  A  superstitious  fSMlmg 
again  overpowered  him,  and  he  stood  for  some  minutes  gazing, 
inthout  the  courage  to  ascend  the  ruinous  flight,  down  whidx 
fltreamed  a  dull  and  melancholy  moonlight.  At  last,  rallying 
with  a  strong  effort,  he  ran  up  stairs,  and  leaped  breathlessly 
into  the  loft.  He  groped  his  way  to  the  trap-door,  and  ^rand 
it  only  by  the  vacancy,  for  the  room  below  was  black  as  night. 

It  was  with  an  indescribable  thrill  of  horror  that  Mervyn 
fbund  himself  once  more  alone  in  this  dreadful  chamber.  Me 
dared  not  even-glance  at  the  bed,  for  a  horrible  &noy  haunted 
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him,  tiiat  two  lean  old  men — ^both  Uaek  in  the  face — ^were 
'wfttohing  his  eveiy  movement.  He  paused  on  reaching  the 
&>or,  ana  listened  intently;  there  was  a  sepulchral  silence ; 
Imt  suddenly  he  thou£^ht  he  heard  a  deep  sigh,  or  rather 
gzoaa.  His  hair  actu«Sly  brisded  on  his  head,  and,  for  some 
momentsy  he  stood  immoyeaUe.  But  listening  on,  the  hollow 
sweep  of  the  wind,  which  was  yery  high,  reassured  him,  and 
he  hastily  concluded  that  the  sound  he  had  heard  was  from 
iike  amrud  cause.  He  made  a  movement  towards  the  door, 
whkih he iiow  perceived  was  fsistened  with  a  padlock;  but 
aaothiv  deep  groan — no  longer  to  be  coofounaed  by  posai- 
biliiy  with  the  wind-rsmote  his  ear.  Driven  to  the  verge  of 
ni^tdaess,  aad  utterly  desperate,  he  turned  towards  thelbed, 
dxid,  with  cracking  eyeballs,  saw  that  the  mouldering  quilt 
fitixred !  Horror  would,  doubtless,  have  utterly  overthrown 
his  reason,  had  he  not,  at  the  same  dreadful  moment,  caxq^ 
sight  of  a  countenance  glaring  at  him,  and  heard  a  hollow 
laugh  that  was  familiar  to  him.  A  moment's  flash  of  vision 
and  thought  convinced  him  it  was  Blood,  concealed  in  the 
miser's  bed,  and  that  he  had  taken  this  cunning  means  of  dis- 
covering whether  his  insensibility  was  real  or  feigned. 

"  So,  my  young  master,  all's  rieht,  you  see ;  only  it's  a 
dead  failure,"  exdaimed  the  colonel,  rismg  in  his  couch,  ana 
laughing  heartily. 

Mervyn  took  ms  resolution  instantly,  and  with  extraordinary 
deKteri<ty  in  one  so  YOun^,he  affected  not  to  perceive  Blood^nor 
to  notice  his  laugnter,  out  set  his  laziip  deliberately  on  lihe 
floor,  and  kneeling  bdTore  a  massive  cabinet  in  the  chamber, 
lie  hegaa  wafting  nis  light,  as  if  it  were  a  censer  before  the 
altar.  He  then  sung  a  Latin  vesper-hymn,  in  a  sweet  calm 
voice,  as  wh^i  an  acolyte  at  St.  Omer  ne  was  wont  to  chant 
in  the  choir,  and  was  the  admiration  of  all  for  his  exceUent 
molody.  As  he  sang.  Blood  gazed  with  long  and  intense 
sm^rise,  and  getting  sofbly  out  of  bed,  moved  on  tiptoe 
towards  him.  Mervvn  heard  him  mutter,  "  The  poor  child 
is  delirious,"  and  he  Durst  into  tears. 

Slood  called  him  sofbly  by  name,  and  !Mervyn,  affecting  to 
start,  exdaHued*  ''Yes,  fatner! — ^but  indeed  I  cannot  sing 
better," 

"father!"  muttered  the  colonel,  and  assuming  a  voice 
which  he  thought  might  suit  a  brother  at  St.  Omer,  whither 
he  imagined  the  boy's  delirious  £uioy  had  wandered,  "  My 
son,"  &  said ;  *'  I  oo  Aot  widi  you  to  sing  better ;  you  sing 
like  an  an^fel — ^but  go  to  bed  again.  Alas,  poor  child !  how 
hot  his  slsn  is." 


^ 


A&M  ihai  h»  m^t  overact  iaa  |>«rt«  Merryn  sfxSEeimi- 
himeelf  to  be.  led  passiyely  hsSL  to  lug  bed  in  the-  PiiiitM 
Obieuaber,  md  tbe  eoWel  e»,tdowii  beside  liivi»  ;He  tostinsibd: 
sim^pbaig  little,  eeaatohes  of  «ftci!ed  saelodied  for  sotno  time^ 
not  witfaoiUl  efifoct ;  for,  glancizlg  once  at  Bloody  be 
tbAt  M»  eyes  were  i^U  of  teare  i  It  might  be  that 
a8flooiAti(H>8  of  e«r)y  ^outhand  inaocencecame  o^erlaknviggtA 
heartt  di^d  to^dbed  it,  seared  Kb  it  waa  by  so  many  yean'tf' 
Uoodshed  and  noleace.  At  last  the  yoath  fei^iu^ :  toi 
asleep,  hoping  or  conscious  that  his  watcher  womd  be  obi 
to  dcHMrt  on  his  dire  task ;  and  so  it  happened-^^'adiBtsaitH 
struck  nine»  and  seemed  to  summon  him.  He  arose^  wittnadL^ 
Mervyn  up  with  a  mother's  care,  and,  as  if  S^pj^reb^UttifeibkUtl 
he  might  be  afraid  if  he  awoke  in  the  dark,  trmmted  &  kun^ 
and  set  it  on  the  table.  He  even  put  some  cooling'  'dihiK^ 
within  reach,  and  after  putting  fuel  on  the  &e,  depaD^ted.  >.::••.> 
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CHAPTER   XXXI. 

ALGEBNOK   SYDNEY  AND   HIS   DAUGHTSB. 

This  time  Mervyn  listened  to  the  retreating  stsps  of  his 
custodian  with  intense  anxiety.    He  heard  the  doors  slttsi 
after  him,  and  the  bolts  drawn;  but  so  great  was  his  dTBa«b' 
that  he  continued  to  listen  till  St.  Paul's  struck  ten.   HeiiikeK 
ventured  to  get  up,  and  desperate  with  the  cireaiiiBtenoeB . 
tvhich  hemm^  him  in,  no  longer  paused  or  hesitated.    In  &• 
moment  he  was  in  the  Haunted  Chamber,  bat  he  gaaed  fear* ! 
lessly  around,  sprang  to  the  door,  and  attempted  to  open  it^^i^ 
in  vain.    A  moment's  inspection  sliowed  him  that  Biood  hid 
seoured  it  by  a  padlock,  the  key  of  which  he  had  taksn  isiAf 
him.  :•"•>« 

Mervyn  was  discouraged  but  not  subdued.    He  atteAipMbf 
the  windows,  and  finding  that  they  would  notopien,  aad^if 
open^  were  seaured  by  cross-bars  outaide,  he  tried  to  force  ih»r 
door  with  a  wooden  stake.    But  in  vain  did  he  exhaust  -k»  f 
yoodiful  strength  in  the  attempt:  the  fastenings^  contrivadlk' 
by  a  miser,  were  impenetrable.  .  j  • » 

At  last,  overcome  with  fatigde  Jtnd  disappointment^  he'Mt 
down  to  rest,  and  began  rs^eeting  that  even  if  he  were  .Obl 
the  bi^n^Ty  it  would  endanger  his  life  to  drop  into  the  rivsiiv  - 
supposing. it  at  ^dl  tide,  yet  this  was  his  onij  hope;    HiSb 
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^  BA  the  hono]^  of  ramaitfis-^  in'«tM^\ai  dea  of  tntarderers 
intiisiiiBted  him.  !Ee  kn^vr  ne  was^  A  good  BwimMei^,  $ixkd 
YMatfved  that-Heffvien  itielf  -wotfldaid  'him  m'«6  ']:i?htecni&  an 
iiMeiDBt;  and,  aa  if  by  ittapiratiott,  th&  tid^ofiemoii  ^  tike 
timp-a0GF  in  the  loft  occtm«a.to  him.  Onc^on  ikt  wmf^  he^ 
tmieltt  it  miffht  be  possible  to  ^crambte  dowiir  to  -^^  b«ii<k>«^, 
nafaae&'waB  OK^  a  atoiy  below.  Appt^hc^flicnw  <»f  -hie  jaiW# 
ralOEBy  fbTit  stnick  twelve  o*eloo1c  as  he  Hs^eBod;  dontviblLted 
t<f'8tfDnilate  his  exertionsy  and  he  made  hisiray  aeafai  td'^e 

: After  two  <Hr  three  ineffectual  leajw,  he  managed  to  «wing 
b&BSM^  op  to  Ihe  oross-beams,  and  itnitatingthe  means  which 
iKocd  had  taken,  thmst  himself  from  beam  to  beam,  imtil  he 
r^Mdbed  the  tnip*door  in  the  roof.  The  bolt  was,  however, 
sd'&nnlj  in,  and  fixed  by  thirt;^  rears  of  rust,  that  he  actoally 
polled,  off  bolt  and  staples  witnout  being  aUe  to  nndo  it. 
Then  rallying  all  his  stren^,  he  forced  tne  door  back  on  its 
grooves,  and  with  indescnbable  joy,  beheld  the  starry  sky, 
tsad  the  bright  moon  sailing  serenely  in  its  blue  deptlis. 
-Groping  himself  up,  he  knew  not  by  what  means,  he  swung 
out  on  the  roof. 

After  the  first  ecstatic  feeling  of  delight,  he  looked  care- 
fully round.  He  found  himselfon  the  projection  of  the  high 
gabled  roof ;  beliind  him  the  sloping  roofs  and  haggard  map 
of.  Alaatia ;  before  him  the  river,  tossing  snowingly  undn*  a 
high  wind  and  a  bright  moonlight.  On  tnis  side  uie  balcony 
nluati  needs  be,  and  ne  crawled  on  his  hands  and  knees  ^ong 
the  gable,  to  ascertain  how  far  below  it  might  be.  To  hu 
gieab  surprise  and  disappointment,  he  perceived  ■  that  it  was 
mneh  lowerthan  he  haa  calculated,  and  that  itwaa  impossible 
to-' leap  the  distance  without  imminent  risk  of  brealong  his 
neek. 

'Xhe  fresh  air  and  the  prospect  of  liberty  had,  however, 
-WKkuderfuIly  reanimated  him.  He  resolved  to  return  and  get 
some  of  the  clothing  of  the  miser's  bed,  and  make  a  rope  c^' 
wkidi  he  might  let  nimself  down.  He  was  bow  insensmile  to 
all  snpematmral  fears ;  he  ran  down  with  the  utmost  speedy 
aad-tore  off  the  quilt.  He  had%ome  difilcalty  in  di«GDgmg<  it 
UBiaftsr  him,  but  succeeded  at  last,  and  ran  to  the  fainted 
CJbaariier  for  a  knife,  and  laden  with  these  treasures,  aooa? 
found  his  way  to  the  roof  again. 

i-  Henow  tore  three  broad  stcips  the  whole  length  of  the 
qm^f  and,  though  it  seemed  very  rotten,  by-  twisting  and 
knotting  it  at  izServais,  he  thought;  it  woidd  be  firm  enough 
ta!/beajr  his  weigliii    Time  passed,  rapidly  during  this  oponv* 
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Mon,  and  it  -waa  with  a  tbrob  of  tiie  baait  tibri;  Jbe  iheard  ihe 
bells  of  vaodous  c^urdies  tolling  one  o'clock  in  a  sdjBiim  aad 
jaehmekolj  mxamvEr  over  the  wateis.  He  bepaa  to  cftlcnlate 
the  probability  of  Mb  enexaiefi'  letom,  and  felt  that  there 
was  jwikaie  iohe  lost.  Without  pausing  to  finish  the  Eope  so 
cftrolidly  as  he  eoald  bore  wished^  he  looked  aaronnd  fox  some- 
thing  to  fasten  it  to,  and  with  extreme  Texaiion  peroemd 
that  theire  was  notbjng.  But  in  the  jocxam  €f£  tibie  aojartfwfai 
f nrvej'  which  terminirted  in  this  conyietion,  his  e^  oihanoed 
on  the  open  trap-door,  and  he  instantly  detemiined  to  fasten 
Jbis  rope  to  it.  This  he  aeooonphshed  as  strongly  as  he  was  able, 
haying  &nt  ixied  the  hinges  of  the  trapdoor,  and  found  thfim 
sufficientlsr  firm  fcr  the  purpose.  He  then  threw  ihe  rope 
oyer  with  aloff'of  wood  fastened  to  the  end,  and  erawled  to 
the  yerge  of  -me  gable.  Or  lookiag  down  he  saw  that  the  log 
swimff  tit  some  distance  &om  the  floor  cf  the  balooigrv  hut 
oalcobting  that  he  should  easily  dirc^  the  remaindeiry  he  pro- 
pared  tojwiJBig  himeelf  (wer  the  gable.  There  was  considfiBa- 
bie  danger  that  at  the  £r»t  shook  some  paart  of  his  frail  apgrn- 
ratps  might  giye  way,  and  poreoqutate  him  on  or  oyer  the 
balustrade  below;  but  Mervyn  resolyed  not  to  oalcolate  those 
dreadful  probabilities.  Murmuring  a  short  commendatiQin  of 
his  soul  to  his  Giyer,  he  stepped  oyer  the  projecticm,  gracing 
his  rope,  and  with  a  semsation  to  which  no  words  can  do  the 
faintest  justice,  he  jQuod  Inmself  dangling  in  the  air  oyer 
that  terrible  height. 

The  presenoe  of  mind,  skill,  and  caution  which  eDEtveme 
danger  excites  in  braye  natures,  did  not  desect  our  joi^iag 
adyenttnrer  at  this  terrible  pass,  fie  let  himself  eofUy  down 
from  notch  to  notch,  carefolly  avoiding  all  ooeasion  for  a  leck, 
for  he  now  perceiyed  that  Ins  &ail  eordage  would  giye  way 
against  the  sharp  edge  of  the  gable,  if  the  strain  were  directed 
on  any  point  but  ^he  centre.  Water  poxured  down  his  face, 
and  he  &kt  eyery  moment  as  if  inchned  to  msh  upon  ^e 
worst,  to  end  the  agony  of  mind  whidh  he  suiffered  in  feamng 
it.  The  terror  of  ms  position,  however,  deereased  as  he  «cm- 
tiimed  to  desecEud,  ami  when  he  found  himself  about  midwi^ 
he  begasn  to  fed.  move  tnm^iil  and  collected.  This  ematimB. 
in  its  turn  yielded  to  one  of  unbounded  joy»  when  at  length 
he  felt  iho  log  of  wood  beneath  his  feet,  ana  for  the  first  tuse 
he  yentured  £>  look  down. 

Another  difficulty  now  -aBsailed  him.  The  height  wlzi<^ 
jDesnamed  was  consideEably  greater  than  he  had  imagined, 
being  neeirly  twelye  feet,  but  an  expedient  o£Gared  itsdf  to 
his  ^uiek  imagination,    fie  suiTeEed  himself  to  ghde  graduaUy 
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down  till  bis  body  bimg  its  full  lengtb,^  bolding  tbe  log  witk 
both  kands.  But  e^en  then  be  besitated,  for  bis  feet  were 
witiioiit  defence,  and  be  f^ax^d  be  miffbt  fall  in  sucb  a  mtsastet 
aft  to  break  some  limb,  wbicb  would  put  a  stop  to  bss  prcK 
oeedidgs.  An  accident  saved  bim  tbe  terrible  necessity  of 
deciding;  tbe  loff  -brcdce  off,  and  he  fell  to  the  bsJoony  wi^ 
nootber  injury  tban  a  severe  twist  of  bis  ligbt  anMe,  and  a 
bimise  from  tbe  b^strade. 

His  lieaTiest  danger  was,  bowers,  yet  to  come,  and  so 
Meopvyn  tbougbt  as  be  gazed  over  tbe  balcony  npon  the  ny«r 
below.  It  was  full  tide,  on  which  all  his  hopes  dependied ; 
but  the  water  was  rough  and  driven  by  a  violent  breeze  $  so 
'^lat  on  caleolatmg  i^e  depth  he  must  mil,  bis  own  weakness, 
and  the  tide's  strength,  Mervyn  thought  it  was  hardly  possi- 
ble be  could  reach  tne  opposite  shore. 

The  Surrey  diore  was  not  then,  as  now,  a  series  of  vast 
warehouses,  shipyards,  foundries,  and  docks,  where  commeree 
parades  her  cranes  and  mighty  implements  of  industiy.  3t 
was  a  low  flat  shore,  covered  with  reeds  and  willowy  pastures, 
and  diversified  h^  a  few  straggling  viUages  and  farm-bouseB. 
On  the  Lcmdon  side,  however,  the  city  had  extended  itoe£P  as 
far  as  the  ^e  could  reach  on  either  hand,  and  black  sbadx^ws 
and  strange  beetling  lights  weltered  on  the  dark  wa^^ls 
wherever  the  moonught  did  not  shine.  Mervyn  distinctly 
perceived  the  four  pinnacles  of  the  Tower  on  his  left ;  and  far 
to  his  riebt,  beyond  the  terraced  wardens  of  the  Temple,  lie 
recognized  the'wlute  maeses  of  Somerset  Hoiuie,  which 
seemed  brightly  illuminated  as  if  for  some  festival. 

Grazing  over  this  scene  in  a  fit  of  despondency,  he  saw  at  a 
considerable  distance  down  tbe  river  a  small  but  very  beauti- 
ful little  barge,  such  as  were  used  by  the  citizens  for  pleasure, 
at  a  time  when  tbe  Thames,  like  the  lagoons  of  Yenice,  was 
the  favourite  highway  of  its  dwellers.  It  was  visible  by 
several  torches,  carried  by  men  in  livery  seated  in  tbe  barge, 
and  Mervyn  thought  he  could  disoem  a  femsJe  figure  at  me 
boHtofaead,  near  a  gentleman  in  some  sad-coloured  vestments. 
'From  the  course  the  boat  was  takii^,  Mervyn  had  Htlde  doubt 
that  it  would  soil  midway  between  Alsatia  and  Sum^,  and 
thai  it  probably  contained  a  party  going  to  some  mionight 
r»fdry  at  Somerset  House,  where  the  queen  of  Oluorles  II. 
resided.  He  thought  that  if  he  could  but  summon  sufficient 
Strang^  to  reach  the  barge,  compassion  would  indusoe  ihe 
persons  in  it  to  receive  bm  on  board.  His  resolutkm  was 
soon  taken,  and  he  continued  to  watch  the  little  bark  as  it 
rapidly  bounded  -on  befere  the  itide,  with  an  emotion  of  the 
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most  xatcv^e  anxiety.  !N^earer  and  nearer  it  came,  and  Jie 
began  to  prepare  for  Ids  terrible  leap,  by  clambering  tip  fiief 
bflSutrade  and  standing  on  its  rotten  verge,  grasping  one'^of 
tbepillars. 

Wbilst  thus  intently  watching  this  nncertain  star  of  h6ptl 
as  it  came  glimmering  over  the  waters,  the  dreary  coilij&t 
presented  by  that  world  in  which  he  had  longed  to  latLnelx  a^ 
on  a»  sea  of  love  and  pleasure,  sunk  heavily  into  bis  It^airtl 
Mja.  orpha^n,  alone,,  unloved,  unprotected,  he  stood  theif^^  lit 
that  pass  of  extreme  danger,  while  full  of  mirth,  at  pet<fe<ft 
ease  and  safety,  the  revellers  of  life  rowed  past!  He^-^Biia 
not,  however,  much  time  to  indulge  in  these  sad  cogitati^ndl 
for  while  he  stood  hesitating,  and  the  boat  came  n6an^,^'|G) 
beard,  be  thought  he  heard,  a  sound  of  unbarmg  in  Ittb^ 
noiser's  apartment  behind.  Listening  with  his  hairoii'^tf, 
lie  distincthr  heard  Blood's  tremendous  voice,  and  then  (%l^'% 
whine  I  light  flashed  through  the  barred  Mdndowfe-^^ldi 
jailers  had  returned  from  their  horrible  work  !  Still'  hi 
hesitated — every  muscle  stiffened  with  fear.  E«peated 
blows  were  given  at  the  door  of  the  balcony,  as  if  the  person 
who  knocked  were  too  impatient  to  wait  to  unlock  it.  At,  the 
same  instant  Mervyn  heard  a  shout  from  above,  and  glanieing 
u^,  he  saw  the  diabolical  face  of  Oates  lowring  at  him  from 
tho  gable-end,  his  right  hand  levelling  a  pistol  at  his  bead. 
With  a  wild  shriek  on  Heaven  for  aid,  ne  leapt — and  tile 
report  of  the  pistol,  accompanied  by  a  shout  of  triumph:  from 
the.  wretch  who  fired  it,  were  simultaneous. 

The  shot,  however,  whizzed  over  his  head,  and  in  an  instant 
Mervyn  dashed  with  extreme  violence  into  the  waves,  sunk  to 
their  oozy  depths,  and  rose  again  with  a  supernatural  effort. 
The  cold  waters  seemed  to  strike  a  pleasant  chill  into-hi^ 
burning  frame,  and  his  strength  returned  wonderfully,  arid 
seemed  to  surpass  that  of  a  young  steed.  Torches  gleamed 
from  the  balcony  above,  veils  runs  in  his  ear,  and  cons<$bT& 
of  the  danger  he  ran  if  observed,  ne  dived  deep  in  the  walr^» 
and  only  rose  beyond  the  circle  of  light.  His  streaming  ^e^^ 
instantly  discerned  the  barge  advancing,  but  still  at  a  wttm' 
derable  distance,  and  he  strained  towards  it  with  every  nl^Hie 
and  every  muscle.  He  soon  found,  however,  that  his  tstr^Hk^ 
deserted  him  in  his  endeavour  to  combat  that  of  the  tidl^^'klid 
he  was  obliged  to  confine  his  efforts  to  keeping  as  nltfdli'its 
nossible  in  the  line  of  the  barge,  and  to  uttermg  fami^'^^H^ 
tor  help.  ' ;  ■ 

The  ooat  was  now  approaching  very  fast,  driven  by  the 
rapid  wave  and  strong  wmd,  and  Mervyn*s  powers  were  ho 
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eiuxapsted  that  he  could  merely  float  like  a  log  of  trood.  On 
a  sudden  it  seemed  as  if  his  last  hope  were  leaving  him  ;  the 
barge  shifted  her  course,  and  seemed  to  make  for  the  Surrey 
sliore.  Ballying  his  energies  to  one  last  desperate  effort,,  he 
ih6uted  "Help!  I  am  drownhig  !*'  and  instantly  it  seemed  as 
if  the  female  face  turned  towards  him,  and  in  that  excels  of 
l^jrar  it  appeared  to  him  like  that  of  an  angel  of  mercy.  H^ 
y€}d. another  cry,  and  strove  to  breast  the  rushing  waves 
^Ufi^  iIlq  last  efforts  of  his  exhaustion.  At  this  instant  the 
}a.vg^en  threw  the  blaze  of  their  torches  towards  him,  the 
ejpjiale  shrieked,  and  a  manly  voice  shouted  to  him  to  keep  up 
Jr^that  help  was  near.  The  barge  turned  suddenly  towards 
Lim,  4nd  Mervyn  felt  all  his  energies  revive  within  nim.  He 
jfuffejtted  the  waves  furiously  back,  neared  the  barge,  and  tilen 
pi  ,a  suddm  all  his  powers  Anally  deserted  him.  It  seemed 
ip(  him,  however,  as  if,  when  he  was  sinking  amidst  the 
rush  and  roar  of  the  waves,  the  white  hand  of  the  angelic 
YOyager  grasped  his — that  something  clutched  his  hair — 
9^  then  sight,  feeling,  memory  vanished,  and  he  knew  no 
;p3ore. 

Hqw  long  this  state  of  insensibility  lasted,  and  what 
occurred  in  it,  Mervyn  was  totally  ignorant ;  but  his  first 
recollection  on  revivmg  was  that  he  lay  for  a  considerable 
time  in  a  kind  of  reverie,  without  uttering  a  word,  and  merely 
ga:^n^  at  the  rich  han^gs  of  a  bed  on  which  he  was 
stretimed.  By  degrees  his  memory  brightened  up,  but  at 
first  the  dreadful  particulars  of  the  scenes  he  had  lately  gone 
through  occurred  to  him  indistinctly,  as  if  in  a  dream.  At 
li^.^,  a  clearer  train  of  thought  flowed  through  his  perturbed 
J>8ain,  and  he  raised  himself  in  the  bed  to  ascertain  where  he 
■was,  for  he  could  not  reconcile  his  recollections  of  the  coloneFs- 
.accpinmodations  with  those  he  now  enjoyed.  He  found 
Su^self  in  a  very  handsome  room,  hung  with  damask  silk, 
^d  richly  furnished.  An  old  woman  was  sitting  by  his  bed- 
^j^^nodding  ever  an  open  missal,  and  there  was  a  snug  Are 
luj^^^ing  in  a  grate  before  her.  Mervyn  was  satisfied  with 
^^,i  lie  knew  not  why,  and  he  lay  dovni,  and  after  amusing 
j^ijj^df  for  some  tune  in  vacantly  watching  the  old  womanV 
fpgii^dical  nods  of  the  head,  a  new  train  of  recollections 
,;jcaf6,ed  upon  him.  The  particulars  of  his  escape,  to  the 
i)[}9jnent  when  he  sunk  insensible  mto  the  waves,  passed  in 
vivid  masses ;  and,  unable  to  comprehend  where  he  was,  he 
.took  the  hberty  of  disturbing  the  old  woman's  slumber.  She 
w<^  with  a  start  which  sent  her  spectacles  from  a  lonff 
hooked  nose,  and  rubbing  her  eyes,  and  uttering  a  thousand 
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lackadaisies,  she  began  wrapping  the  bedolothes,  which'he  had 
deranged,  as  compactly  round  him  as  if  on  iul  Egyptian 
nuunmy. 

*'  BlfiSB  your  sweet  eyes>  child,  for  the  i^ake  of  him  you 
&roDr  like  two  cherrystones/'  slue  said,  coaxingly.  "And  do 
go  to  deep,  darling,  and  don'tee  speak,  for  the  doctor  ordered 
you  not,  under  pmL" 

*'  But  wheane  am  I,  mother  P  For  goodness'  sake»  tell  me 
where  I  am,  and  who  you  are  ?"  said  Mervyn  faintly. 

''  Why,  chaek,  I  am  Mistress  Sydney's  nurse-,"  replied  the 
old  woman ;  "my  name  is  Alice  irenryn,  and  I  never  served 
but  in  two  places  all  my  life,  for  as  old  as  I  ami,  which  is  a 
certificate  few  servaats  can  take  wiUt  them.  The  first  time 
it  was  to  the  noble  Aumerles — Alack-a^day !  I  was  nurse  to  the 
poor  young  earl  that  killed  himself  in  the  Tower,  and  I  warrant 
me,  treated  more  like  his  mother  than  his  servant.'  Then,  I 
had  the  nursing  of  his  poor  httle '* 

"  But,  mother,  tell  me  where  I  am,  and  how  I  came  here?" 
interrupted  Mervyn. 

"  Nay,  for  the  how,  that's  just  what  none  of  us  can  make 
out,"  said  Alice.  "  Btit  for  the  where — ^vou  are  in  Aumeiie 
Sbuse,  my  Lord  Howard's  that  is,  woe  the  day !" 

**  Good  Heaven  !  Lord  Howard's  !  But  how  came  I 
here  ?"  said  the  bewildered  patient. 

"  Nay,  good  sooth,  were  you  not  picked  up  two  nights 
agone  by  the  honourable  dolonel  Sydney,  as  he  brought 
Mistress  Annora  firom  Idie  ball  at  Somerset  House  F"  said  the 
nurse.  ''  But,  poor  soul!  you  became  insensible  as  any  stone 
when  they  lifted  you  out  of  the  water,  and  He«ren  knows 
jk  was  nothing^  but  superior  goodness  that  kept  you  from 
drowning." 

"  And  does  the-  Lady  Howard  know — ^has  she  seen  me  P 
Did  she  not  remembes  to  hava  seen  me  before  P"  exdaimed 
Mervyn. 

"Ay,  £Eiith,  did  she,  and  was  so  shocked  at  the  si^,  sho 
dean  perished  sway,"  replied  the  nurse.  "  But  dke  would 
not  let  you  be  cared  for  out  of  the  house,  though  I  am  sure, 
I  wonder  she  dared  look  at  yo>u«  child,  yoa  are  so  like — well» 
well,  no  matter." 

**  But  who — ^who  was  that — what  lady  was  that  in  tilie 
boatP"  said  Merryn,  his  pallid  face  flushing  with  anxiety. 

"  Mercy !  and  who  but  dear,  sweety  good  Madam  Aurora  P*' 
said  the  old  woman,  enthusiae^cally.  "  But  I  ou^t  not  to 
talk  to  you,  darling,  so  go  to  sleep,  or  the  doctor  will  be 
angry.    To.  be  sure  it  was  Mistress  &{rdney,  and  she  told  me. 
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she  stretched  out  her  hand  to  save  you,  aod  you  gfaeped  it, 
aud  you  would  both  have  gone  down,  only  hea*  father  dutohed 
you  by  the  hair,  and  drew  her  back." 

*'  Glod.  for  eves  bless  her !"  exclaimed  Mervyn,  meltmg  into 
tears ;  but  darker  recoUeotions  crowded  upon  him,  and  looking 
wildly  at  the  nurse,  he  said,  **  But — ^but  is  God&ey^s  body 
found?" 

"  Lord  lore  us !  he  is  raving-  again,"  groaned  Alice.  ^  I 
knew  how  it  would  be  ^  Doctor  Brooke  told  job  not  to  talk 
with  him  on  any  aiecount.  Why,  child,  you  have  done 
nothing  these  two  days  but  rave  about  G^a&ey's  murder ; 
and  poor,  dear,  ;^eious  man,  he  is  found  now  sure  enough. 
And  folks  ssy — ^more  shame  to  'em — ^mundered  by  us  poor 
wretohed  cathohos  that  dare  hardly  call  our  heads  our  own." 

"  Where  was  he  found  P"  gasped  Mervyn. 

^'  In  a  ditch  in  St.  Paiicras  Melds,  a  good  two  miles  from 
town,"  said  Alice ;  ^  his  silver-hilted  sword  stock  to  the  be^ 
throng  him,  his  neck  broken,  and  all  his  guineas  about  him ; 
so  that  it  could  not  have  been  thieves  Siat  did  it,  thou^ 
Oaude  Duval  robbed  the  Eari  of  Harrington  only  tibe  other 
day,  in  Piccadilly,  by  broad  daylight." 

"  Could  I  see  OoLtHiel  Sydney — fi>r  an  instant  F*->my  life 
depends  on  it!"  said  Mervyn,  chisping  his  hands  in  eager 
suppiicaition. 

"  By-and-by  he'll  come  and  see  you,"  replied  the  nurse, 
composedly.  **  He  is  iust  going  to  dine. — There  is  a  great 
feast  given  by  my  Laay  Howard,  and  all  the  quality  are 
there — ^the  Duke  of  Monmouth,  m^  "Lord  Shaftesbury,  the 
Lord  Buflsell  and  his  lady,  the- 


'*  Oh,  as  you  hare  a  soul  to  save,  teU.  him  to  come  to 
this  moment,  this  very  moment  1"  ejaculated'  the^outh  pas- 
sionately. "There  is  murder— death-^^treason — I  know  not 
what !  I  cannot,  I  will  not  die  with  this  load  of  hoBxa  on 
my  soul !" 

*'  Hush,  iet  ffoodhess'  sake,  dariing,  or  they*H  say  Tve 
done  it,"  said  ildice.  ''And  you  know  it  was  you  made  me 
talk — but  good  lacli^  hero  is  Iiady  Aurora !" 

The  sweet,  low,  musical  voice  of  a  young  grd  was  heard  at 
that  moment ;  the  door  half  opened,  and  a  fcim,  which  to 
Merryn  appeared  that  of  an  angel  of  ^ht,  glided  BoMy  in. 
It  was  a  iur  and  v^*y  elegant  girl,  apparency  very  young ; 
but  her  voice  had  the  musuuil  tenderness  of  intonation,  and 
her  form  the  delicate  rounding  and  s^yinmetry  whidi  marie  the 
period  when  the  aearial  graces  of  childhood  vanish  in  the 
riper  and  richer  besoty  of  womanhood.    Mer  features  wwee 


almost  purely  Gremn ;  hev  cottlplmon  wiis  very  &ir,  iSb»^ 
checks  and  lips  richly  tinted,  lind  a  profosioa  of  dkrk  mthmnt 
liair  fell  in  ringlets,  as  the  fashion  then  was,  round  her  ^uir 
face  and  neck;  She  mi^ht  hare  sat  to  a  painter  wiiliout  aAy 
alteration,  aa  the  celestial  Hebe,  so  fresh,  gay,  and^nU:^ 
rich  and  jocund  hfe  did  she  seem.  There  was  a  merthnaiat 
too  in  her  laughing  eyes,  a  rosy  sparkle  in  her  smile,  niiifih 
seemed  to  charaeterize  one  of  a  yivaciotiB  and  warm^hjMMrtud 
nature,  and  a  nobility  of  expression  in  the  repdse  <!)fHher 
perfect  features.  She  was  ^ssed  very  simphr^^^  wMtft, 
with  a  bunch  of  moss-roses  in  her  bosom»  and  a  ekvl^t'ef 
opening  buds  entwined  among  her  rich  treftses. 

"  Well,  nurse,  how  is  heP — how  is  your  patient  P"  wa«  ^ie 
question  of  the  fbir  creature  as  she  tnpped  lightly  ia^  afateoit 
to  the  bed.  *  • : 

'*Hush!  he  is  in  his  senses  again!"  exclaimed  AHob,- as 
Meryyn  raised  himself  suddenly  on  his  pillow. 

"  I  am  better — ^well — ^blessed  lady !"  exclaimed  Mesrvjrn, 
regardless  of  ererything  but  the  oreadful  thought  wliadi 
urged  him  on.  '*  But  if  you  would  complete  your  woric,  if 
you  would  saye  my  soul  from  perdition,  implore  of  Colonel 
Sydney  but  one  moment,  but  one  single  moment,  to  hear 
wnat  1  would  say  to  him !"  ^ 

Mistress  Sydney  blushed  a  liyely  carnation,  and  looked  in 
mute  surprise  at  the  nurse. 

**  Akck-a-dflisy !  he  is  raying  again  about  Godfray^a 
murder,"  sighed  the  good  old  woman.  "  You  need  not  ^il 
the  colonel,  honeykin ;  he  can  do  no  good." 

"  I  swear  to  you,  lady,  I  am  in  my  perfect  seaaes !"  ex.- 
claimed  Meryyn  with  startling  yehemenoe.  "  Bat  I  haste 
that  upon  my  heart  which  will  burst  it  if  I  may  not  gvre  it 
utterance !    t  must  be  heard — I  will  be  heard !" 

*'  Bing  for  a  yalet,  nurse — ^my  father  would  maryel  thftt  I 
— but  who  knows  P  Perchance  the  poor  youth  hathaomi>lhing 
heayy  on  his  mind  P"  said  Mistress  Sydney  wilh  some  oon- 
fusion.  '*  Beseech  you,  sir,  rest, — ^my  father  shall  yisitToa." 
And  she  disappeared,  like  a  beam  or  light,  from  the  gaaa  of 
the  young  sufferer. 

Content  with  this  promise,  Meiryn  suffered  his  adiing 
head  to  sink  on  the  pillow,  and  either  slept  or  swooned  away 
for  some  little  time.  He  awoke  or  reyiyed  with  a  atrong 
scent  of  yiolets  in  his  nostnls,  and  opening  his  languid  eyes, 
the  first  olnect  they  encountered  was  the  dfuMy  beautiful  face 
of  lAdy  Howard,  who  was  administering  restoratiyea,  and 
bendiAg  oyer  him,  with  her  keen  eyes  fixed  foU  on  his. 
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There  wa»  sometiung  ixL  the  expressioa  of  tHose  eyes  wHch 
«ett6  «D.  mvDlmitajry  uiudder  tbroogk  MervTii's  very  marrow, 
and  he  raised  hiiaself  with,  a  fSamt  ejacumtion  in  the  bed. 
Old  Alice  was  stapding  beside  -  the  Udy  wji^  a  tray  of 
ootdials,  her  mouth  pilfered  in,  and  her  whole  frame  koit 
up  with  an  expression  of  as  much  dislike  as  she  dared  show* 
. .  Bttt  Menryn's  ere  was  instantly  caught  by  a  figure  on  the 
mfrfi9ftite  -side  of  the  bed.  It  was  that  of  a  gentleman,,  ap- 
pir^iMJy' past  the  meridian  of  life ;  tall,  and  nobly  focmed ; 
hiflleaWes  large^  dignified,  and  expi^essiTe,— the  brows 
somewhAt  sternly  curbed,  but  the  mouth  and  high-expanded 
forehead  were  remarkable  for  the  intellectual  .mildness  of 
iheir  expression.  The  whole  cast  of*  his  Qountenance  was 
somewhat  melancholy,  even  the  glance  of  his  deep  blue, 
penetrating  eyes.  vContrary  to  the  fashion  of  the  day,  he 
.wore  bis  own  nair,  which  was  still  a  dark  unsilyered  chestnut 
<3olour.  It  was  parted  high  on  his  forehead,  and  fell  in  heavy 
ouils  on  his  shoulders,  in  the  Eafiaelesque  style,  which  Milton 
and  other  Italian  travellers  of  the  day  affected.  There  was 
nothing,  however,  of  coxcombry  in  his  appearance.  His 
dress,  though  of  rich  materials,  was  of  dark  colours,  without 
.any  of  the  fripperies  of  the  time.  It  was  principally  of 
black  velvet  slashed  with  silver,  and  he  wore  a  cravat  and 
vu£ied  shirt  .of  the  finest  lawn,  as  if  in  contempt  of  the 
effeminate  court  fashion  of  wearing  lace  collars  of  elaborate 
work*  A  silver  sword  and  half-cloak  of  ash-grajr  velvet,  with 
a  hs^  plainly  buckled,  completed  the  garb  of  a  man  who. 
deist  and  republican  as  he  might  be,  was  undoubtedly  one  of 
the  noblest  specimens  of  the  English  gentleman  that  ever 
•CMklled  the  iUustrious  soil  of  England — smother. 

Mervyn  felt  instinctively  that  this  personage  must  be 
Colonel  Sydney,  and  his  agitation  was  excessive.  He 
attempted  to  speak,  but  failed,  and  could  only  grasp  the 
hsBsA.  which  was  extended  to  him,  and  bathe  it  m  convulsive 
.tears.  Sydney  addressed  some  soothing  words  to  him,  en- 
tareatiag  him  to  be  calm,  and  the  Lady  fioward  seconded  his 
eiforts  with  her  blandishing  voice  and  expostulations.  - 

"  Be  not  alarmed,  good  youth,"  she  said,  caressingly. 
*f  You  are  out  of  all  danger,  and  in  noble  keeping.  But 
Cblonel  Sydney  understands  you  have  some  distressing 
bought  on  your  mind,  which  you  would  fain  reveal.  What 
i»  it,  my  good  child  P" 

Aiid  again  she  fixed  those  laxge>  inquiring,  beautiful,  yet 
dreadful  eyes  upon  him* 

"  Colonel  Sydney,  in  the  name  of  the  common  judge  of  all 
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mankiBd,  if  justice,  if  hmoan  feelings  stiU  h&re  ezistenoe  €si 
eazih-~^a>iiBe  Blood  and  tho  devil,  Oates,  to  be  arrested — in* 
stanth"  1"  exclaimed  Meivyn,  mldiy.  "  They  are  murderers ! 
tkey  nave  miirdered  Gkidfrej  I  I  will  prove  it^—may  light- 
nings (day  me  else,  even  as  I  speak  I" 

(<  Be  ealm,  yowig  man,"  said  Sydney,  glaofiing  at  Lady 
Howard  com^BocHiately,  bnt^he  nad  tnined  her  iause  away. 
''  Be  calm !  'tn  plain  that  your  excited  fasicy,  as  oft  indeed 
haps,  hath  taken  the  shadow  and  hues  of  passing  ereaaijBiraBd 
distorts  them  into  fantastic  horrors.  If  mese  dreadful  events 
of  latter  days  exercise  saeh  disturbing  induenoe  on  sane  saad 
sober  minds,  what  must  they  on  a  wild  and  troubled  imaginar 
Hod.  like  thine  F"        « 

"  I  tell  you,  Coloael  Sydney,  if  there  be  truth  in  heavea 
or  earth,  I  speak  it!"  exclaimed  the  youth,  with  desp^ate 
vivaci^.  "Monmouth,  Shaftesbury,  Essex— ay,  lady,  the 
Lord  Howard  himself,  though  meaning  it  not — caused  this 
dreadful  deed — Blood  and  Oates  are  but  the  executioners !"  ' 

**  I  have  explained  to  you.  Colonel  Sydney,  why  I  take  no 
offence  from  tnese  wild  ravings  of  a  diseased  fancy,"  said  the 
coimtess,  in  a  low  agitated  tone. 

"  Certainly,  my  lady,  it  were  unreasonable,"  said  Sydney, 
significanUy. 

"  Oh,  surely,  surely,  Lad^  Howard,  you  will  bear  witness 
that  I  came  to  your  house  in  company  with  Blood — that  I 
was  intBoduced  to  you  by  him"--4>egan  Mervyn,  when  the 
lady  hastily  interrupted  mm. 

"  Mr.  Blud  P"  sue  said,  with  remarkable  shortness  of  pro- 
nunciation. "  Mr.  Blud,  I  do  indeed  recollect,  came  heaee 
with  a  message  from  my  Lord  Shaftesbury — and  methinks 
he  did  introduce  to  me  some  youth  of  your  inches — bo^  'tis 
some  time  since.  And  yet — ^now  I  recollect—alaok*  poor 
child,  he  spoke  to  me  of  some  in&rmity,  in  your  else  exee&ent 
sense,  which  at  times  made  you  mad ;  but&e  £t  soon  passed 
—prithee  be  calm." 

"  And,  perchance,  in  some  access  of  thy  disorder^  ihxm 
didst  leap  ^m  one  of  the  bridges  into  the  river  P"  ssid 
Sydney,  sternly.  "  Madness'  alone  can  excuse  sudi  an  adi ; 
for,  know,  child,  that  even  the  noble  Ghreeks  and  Bomaois  ctid 
ever  esteem  that  man  dishonoured  who  basely  threw  awa^rn 
life  which  his  country  might  stiU  need." 

"  I  threw  away  no  lite !  I  perilled  my  life  to  save  itty 
life !"  said  Mervrn,  bewildered  by  the  new  intricacies  of  his 

fosition.  "  I  fled  from  a  den  of  murderers.    Colonel  Sydnsfy, 
do  not  ask  of  you  to  believe  one  word  which  I  shall  not 
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substantiate  by  facts.  Get  me  a  warrant  and  a  few  soldiers, 
and  if  I  lead  you  not  to  the  very  house — 'tis  in  Alsatia — 
Trhere  they  trapped  and  mvirdered  Gk>dfrey— let  me  be 
branded  with  the  mark  of  Gain,  and  torn  to  pieces  by  wild 
horses !" 

*'  Can  it  be  that  this  madness  is  fingned'T-that  this  y-oath  is 
in  the  YiMamras  fferrice  of  the  court,  to  coanteimct  thJe  reo^ 
liombla  diaeorery  ?"  said  Lady  Howard,  answering  iihe  sur- 
^paised  look  of  Sydney.  *'  My  poor  duld,  if  you  are  enga^d 
.in  any.Bodi  oomjdot,  I  do  beseech  you  diesist,  for  it  wm  but 
aradoKnd  to  your  own  ahame  and  pumshmfint." 
;  **  The  king  and  his  minions  are  doubtless  wicked  enough  to 
form  such  a  contnyanoe,  but  I  cannot  beheye  this  fair  boj  to 
h&  <rf  the  plot ;  he  may  be  deceiyed,"  obaeryed  Bjdiiej^ 
aoklly.  *'  Do  but  feel  his  pulse,  my  Lady  Howard,  now  it 
leaps  I — 'tis  delirium,  and  his  whole  tnaae  is  on  fire.  £n- 
•deaTcar  to  bamsh  these  dreadful  imaginations,  youth,  and  rest 
will  restore  your  clearer  reason." 

*'  You  win  not  then  beheye  me  P  You  will  not  aid  me  to 
hunt  out  these  murderers  P"  gasped  Mervyn,  almost  choked 
with  emotion. 

"  It  is  impoBsible-^you  aire  only  raying,  boy,"  aaid  Lady 
Howard,  rismg.  "We  will  see  you  anon,  when  you  are 
calmer.    Come,  colonel,  the  company  are  waiting  us." 

<*  Hien  on  your  heads  be  ail  the  blood  which  shall  be  shed 
br  the  axe  of  public  assassination !"  shouted  the  youth,  witii 
all  his  ranaining  strength.  "  Oh,  Colonel  Sydney !  men  call 
jou  jwA — ^snd  will  you  suffer  Englishmen  to  be  murdered  in 
the  jaoDB  of  justice  P" 

^  Nay,  I  would  die  aooner  than  one  hair  of  an  English 
head  should  be  plucked  unjustly,"  said  Sydney,  with  his 
mmd  snule.  "  But  jon  are  not  now  capable  of  rational 
.  discourse.  I  will  reyisit  you  when  I  hare  dined,  and  hope  to 
fad  these  wild  phantasmata  of  a  sick  brain  sobered  down." 

*'  Tell  Lord  Shafbesbury  from  me,  that  he  is  an  atrocious 
vCOiHBpntor,"  ezckimed  the  youth,  excited  to  madness  by  the 
.diidbelirf  of  his  direful  tale.  "  But  I  will  haye  no  more  blood 
upon  my  head.  I  will  not  stay  dosinf  in  bed  while  honest 
'jBleahaye  their  liyes  sworn  awa^  l^nelhsh  murderers!  I 
.:ivill  oiit--out  as  I  am — and  proelaim  it  eYer3rwhere  I" 

He  made  a  strong,  almost  spasmodic  effort  to  rise  in  his 
Amd,  gsaaping  the  rich  quilt  aa  if  to  use  it  as  a  coyering,  but 
Lady  Howard,  uttefinga  faint  ahriek,  caught  him  by  the  shirt- 
iLeeye.  His  aieht  aeenud  then  to  spin  round,  his  biiain  swelled 
as  if  to  burst  md  skull,  and  he  sank  insensible,  on  his  pillow. 

q2 


WOITEFSIIOUI. 

CHAPTER  XXXn.  -'^ 

T5E,RBIGK   OP  FiJCTATICISll. 

Thi0  |»aiue  oa  tha  rack  of  menial  agon^  was  de9^iAe€l:49 
hare  an  abrupt  termiaatioiu  Sereral  koura  seamed  to  h^^m^ 
elapsed,  for  when  Mervyn  awoke  eiiddenly  it  wa$  nig^.^ftit 
^e-Toom  waa  full. of  torohes.  The  Toice  of  Sidney  wieis  h^9^ 
m  loud  expostulation,  the  old  nurse  was  wailmg  andw^ntigiiifg 
her  hands,  and  a  moment's  gianee  showed  iA&rvynthftt'his 
room  was  full  of  musketeers.  Then  he  heajrd  a^otii^  ^im 
— the  abominable  voice  of  Oates !  Its  sounds  seemf^.t^j^ 
him  with  indescribable  loathing  and  hatared,  and  h^  sjrrong 
up,  shouting,  ^^ Secure  the  murderer!"  till  the  T0ojxk^f9^ 
again.  '  .- nj 

"  Oy,  oy,  gentlemen,  secure  him  I — that  isv  the  vi]JU^9<^39 
tool  of  the  paupishers  !"  shouted  Oates,  turning  with  a  tisage 
in&tmed  with  fiendish  ra^e,  "  Secure  himl — ^you  have  mb 
maujesty's  warrant  and  nune."  .  ^ 

«*  bat  he  is  not  in  a  condition  to  be  removed,  Mr.  Oates," 
«aid  Colonel  Sydney,  very  vehemently*  "  The  physioii^.  de- 
dares  his  life  in  danger,  and  it  will  oe  at  the  peru  of  yo^x^ 
if  you  attempt  to  remove  him." 

*'  Indubitably,  Colonel  Sydney,  honoured  sir/Vr^gbefl 
Oates.  '*  If  he  dies  on  the  way  to  Newgate,  so  mucn  ^3^ 
beUer  for  him — ^he  will  thereby  escaue  the  gallows»  But  1 
^own,  Colonel  Sydney,  I  am  surprised  to  see  so  excaUelBitiii 
true-blue  Protestant  and  abhorrer  of  arbitrary  power,  s^ppfsaist 
HiB  cause  of  a  young  paupish  villain  and  espial,  hired  to  pl^c^ 
throw  the  true  Erotostant  religion,  and  stoi£e  the  disoovficy 
of  the  execrable,  abominable  ploat  which "  .  ^ 

Hie  worthy  genileman  had  proceeded  thus  fair  in  his 
harangue  when  his  progress  was  stopped  by  a  sudden  tightly- 
ing  in  the  throat.  Mervyn  had  leaped  out  of  bed,  sprung.!^ 
his  throat,  and  holding  it  with  the  strenuous  grasp  of  m&4^e^, 
'he  shrieked,  "Seize  him,  seize  him!"  with  all  his  £pr@9. 
Oates  yelled  murder,  and  attempted  in  vain  to  shake  hia,}]^i^ 
loose,  till  one  of  tiie  soldiers  rushed  in,  seized  Mesrvyni,  -tore 
him  off  with  great  violent,  and  handcuiSed  him.  Evqu  wblp 
secured,  Oates  attempted  to  strike  his  young  victim  d^tss^t 
Sydney  clutched  his  arm  back,  and  protested  he  would  »not 
allow  the  boy  to  be  illnised,  whatever  was  his  oiSeape^      -j.j 

"Will  you  resist  the  king's,  warrant,  Mr*  Sydu^P"  T»oci. 
ferated  Oates.  .^ 
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**  Let  me  see  it,  and  I  will  answer  yon,"  replied  the  colonel, 
with  calm  dignity.  "  You  have  made  an  illegal  arrest,  Mr. 
Gates,  for  yon  have  not  flhawis<thd  tiaisiatner  yonr  warrant." 

**  It  is  here,"  said  Oates,  rudely  tnmsting  a  parchment  into 
the  colonel's  hand,  who  tbM  it  deliberately  aloud,  and  found 
fl^it'was  a  wanrant  in  due  folm/ authoihssing  "tiie  beared  to 
ne^/  apprehend,  detaifi;  ttnd  bnng  befetre  tiue  Irora^i^iil 
Hd&etiban  Bethel,  or  any  otherof  his  mnjesty's  jtisifeiees  <»th9 

Sli^j^e  peraon  of  one  lokahod  Meivyn^  Jesut  novice  of 

<•  '«**>W*lli  Lionel,-  da  you  surrender  the  body  of  this  criminal 
jfimietly;  at  the  oomanand  of  your  king  and  mme  F"  said  Oates,. 
with  a  malicions  sneer. 

?!i^'^tXBUt9e&der  this  accused  person,  but  no  criminal,"  replied 
t^fdm&y,  i"  A  jury  of  his  country,  and  not  your  too-ready 
lips,  must  pronounce  him  such,  if  such  he  be ;  but  you  anrest 
limi'  lat  l&e  peril  of  domg  murder." 

>^  ^^The  worst  mischief  wiU  be  cheating  the  hangman  of  his 
fbe,'^ replied  Oates;  **so,  oflicers,  dress  yonr  prisanep— by 
force,  if  he  resist." 

'**  If  I  am  to  so  before  a  magisirate,  I  will  go  willingly, 
gentlemen,"  saia  Mervyn.  ^  I  do  but  ask  a  patient  hearing 
to  tile  horrors  I  have  to  reveal." 

^  **  I  promise  you,  my  young  master,  you  shall  go  before  a 
nftffistrate,  ay,  and  a  judge  and  a  jury,  and  then  an  airing  to 
Spy  Dtim,"  said  Oates,  ferociously. 

•  '  **'Mediinks  for  a  man  of  your  holy  garb  you  demean  youis 
self  more  like  a  fiend  than  a  Christiui,  Master  Oates,  said 
Sydney,  slackening  the  rope  which  Oates  was  fastening  very 
-tight  round  the  youth's  wnsts.  .  **  This  binding  and  feUering 
one  of  the  king's  subjects,  unless  he  resist,  is  again^  the  law, 
and  I  will  not  suffer  it!" 

"Everybody  knows.  Master  Colonel,  it  is  not  by  your- 

good  pleasure  that  his  maujesty  has  i^iy  subjects  at  all,"* 

sneered  Oates.    "And  as  for  your  religion,  there's  not  a 

*prefttice  that  knows  trap  from  ball  but  Imows  you  are  givea 

-to  the  atheistic,  deistic,  pantheistic  adoration  of  Ghredk  and 

'Bolnan  gods,  and        " 

''I  '< By  Heaven  I  I  could  almost  find  it  in  my  heart  to  dis- 
-bonour  this  sword  in  thy  mean,  dishonest  blood,"  shouted 
'8ydney,  turning  pale  witii  anger,  and  toudbin^  his  hilt. 

'^Beat  me  witness,  gentlemen,  the  eolonel  obstructs  the 
king's  warrant,"  said  Oates,  in  his  soreech-owl  tones. 

**  Trouble  not  yourself  with  this  wretch,  noble  sir,"  inter- 
posed Mervyn,  quivering  all  over  with  rage  and  feverish  ex.- 
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citement  *,  "  let  him  btrt  take  me  before  a  magistrate,  and  if 
I  prove  lum  not  f^o  black  a  fiend  that  hell  will  scrapie  to  re-» 
ceive  him,  let  men  quote  me  for  a  liar  nntil  the  Wt  day^ 
which  shall  pKx^laim  mj  tmth  in  thunder." 

Mervyn  did  not  understand  what  sort  of  justice  is  di»* 
pensed  bj  fanaticiflm,  but  the  colonel  did«  and  he  shook  hifi ' 
head  sorrowfully.  ICeTertheless,  O&tes  looked  perturbed, 
and  hurried  the  i>rooeedin^  aa  mueh  as  possible*  Mervyn 
Wfts  soon  dressed  in  some  ciothes  which  dydney  lent  faim^  aodJ 
the  colonel  obtained  permission,  rather  from  the  prudenee^ 
than  the  humanity  of  Oates,  that  the  prisoner  should  go  td 
the  city  in  Ins  coach.  Somethinffsupematural  seemed  to* 
hare  revived  Mervyn*8  strength.  He  walked  with  fimmesiir 
thcrught  distinctly,  felt  no  alarm — ^his  course  seen^d  to  lie  so 
open  and  apparent  before  him.  He  had  not  yet  learned  tlin& 
it  is  not  enou^  to  speak  the  truth,  to  be  believed. 

In  a  short  time  the  procession  was  marshalled,  and  the  vnof^ 
conscious  heir  of  Aumerle  was  led  down  the  gilded  staircase 
of  his  own  magnificent  miuiBion>  in  the  custody  of  thief- 
takers,  as  a  traitor  and  a  felon. 

By  this  time  a  mob  had  gal^ered  round  the  house»  aiad 
understanding  that  their  beloved  doctor  had  captured  one  (tf 
Godfrey's  murderers,  greeted  their  appearance  with  yeHff^ 
hootings,  and  hisses^  mingled  with  v^ement  applause  for 
Oates.  Sydney,  who  had  determined  to  accompany  the  pii* 
soner,  directed  the  coachman  to  drive  fast,  and  they  were  soos 
out  of  hearing  of  the  clamorous  mob.  The  report,  however, 
spread  far  and  near,  and  when  Oates  triumphantly  escorted 
his  prisoner  into  Guildhall,  the  court  was  ahready  crowded  to 
suffocation. 

Mervyn  stood  for  some  moments  at  the  bar  before  he 
formed  a  clear  notion  of  the  scene  in  which  he  found  hims^ 
principal  actor,  so  conftised  and  stunned  were  his  intellects. 
The  sight  of  Colonel  Sydney  by  his  side  somewhat  encouraged 
him,  s^  amidst  the  buzz  and  uproar  of  the  scrambling  mob' 
he  looked  curiously  around,  as  if  he  had  no  more  intent  W 
the  scene  than  a  common  s^ctator.    He  now  perceived  l^aft 
he  was  in  a  sort  of  sheepfold,  in  the  middle  of  a  kfW  ba^ 
and  before  him,  on  an  elevated  chair,  sat  a  stout  bloated  mim, 
with  a  round  fat  fkce,  small,  twinkling,  vindictive  eyes,  and*- 
pair  of  large  hands,  tightly  clasped  on  a  projecting  stomaek' 
of  aldermanic  dimensions.   He  wore  the  scarlet  robe  and  gold^ 
chain  of  his  office,  and  sat  in  magisterial  solemnity,  and  witill 
that  look  of  importance  whidii  weak  men  never  rail  to  w«ar 
when  thrust  into  a  part  beyond  their  managemeni.    This  was 
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Mr«  Sheriff  Betihel,  as  he  was  called  to  tbe  last  dary  of  Ids  life, 
from  his  exploits  while  in  that  dignity^— a  maa  who»  from  his 
detanmned  opposition  to  the  coiirt»  was  considered  a  great 
patriot,  and  idolized  bj  the  populace.  Mervyn,  however, 
could  scairoelj  reconcile  hia  fat  weU-fed  figure  with  Hhd  cha- 
raetev  for  extareme  niggardliness,  which  acquired  for  the  sheriff 
the  immortal  dishonour  of  Drjden's  satire. 

**  Well,  doetor— worthy  Doctor  Oates — so,  so,  you  bring  a 
prisoner-^hP  a  Jesuit,  ehP"  said  the  magistrate^  when 
silence  was  obtained.  "  Well,  well,  nobody  can  deny  but  that 
you  are  oaie  of  the  greatest  saviours  of  our  nation  which  tilxe 
lioord  has  raised  up  these  many  yeais.  May  He  keep  you  in 
health  and  strength,  Mr.  Oates,  to  work  out  the  work,  and 
flare  us  from  the  execrable  popish  plot,  and  all  our  precious 
hweB  and  liberties.  Well,  sir,  what  is  there  agamst  thiff 
young  villain  P  He  hath  a  rare  hang-dog  look — ^is  he,  too, 
m  the  plot  P" 

"  Your  worship,"  replied  Oates,  in  a  sanctimonious  voice, 
^  Heaven  knows  with  what  anguish  and  sorrow  I  appear 
against  this  youth,  whereto  yet  my  duty  compels  me,  seeing 
that  holy  Abraham  did  not  resist  the  voice  of  me  Loard  when 
he  was  commandied  to  slay  Isaac,  even  Isaac  his  only  son ! 
But  oh!  with  what  heart-rendings — for  verily  my  bowels 
jeeam  unto  him — ^am  I  obliged  to  aceusate  him,  not  only  of 
the  vilest  ingratitude  to  me,  but  of  being  concerned,  I  fear 
but  too  deeply,  in  the  late  most  shocking,  horrible,  bloody 
ptta|iiah  murder  of  Sir  Edmundbury  GodSey,  that  excellent 
lAagutrate,  who,  please  the  Lord,  is  now  among  the  elect  in 
paradise  1" 

'^  Do  but  hear  me-— a  single  word,  worshipful  judge— -I 
ah|Qie  you,  if  you  would  not  luive  this  roc^  fall  on  our  heads !  '* 
egcehiimed  Mervyn,  claspinff  his  hands  wildly. 

^*  l^aee,  wretch  I"  said  Bethel,  sternly.  "  What  you  may 
have  to  say  in  your  defence  shall  be  heard  afterwards ;  but  X 
tixxw  there  is  no  man  in  England  so  arrant  an  aas  as  to  believe 
aaything  a  Jesuit  can  say  or  swear,  considering  the  damnable 
power  ol absolving  from  all  oaths  aJlesed  by  your  abominable 
church,  and  the  Antichrist  at  its  head." 

"  Yea,  I  do  accuse  this  imp  of  Satan  of  being  hired  by  the 
patipiBh  party — (I  woidd  I  might  say  who,  but  they  are  too 
high  marks  for  any  but  God's  arrows  I)"  ccmtinued  Oates, 
h&aokening  with  passion.  *'  I  say  again,  this  hideous  Jesuit 
spawn  is  mred  to  trump  up  some  wicked  and  most  calumnious 
<marge  against  me,  Titus  Oates,  to  the  great  stoifling  of  the 
ploat,  the  putting  down  the  Protestant  ii^ligion  and  S^orma- 
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ttoii,  dnclixitTddtioiiig^f  fU^bKiflirf -power  flat)  Eitfnok  gffnsm* 
ment, '  or  ratbier  tj^nny !" 

'*Haye  a  car^^  Mr.  Oa(7eB  !*^hesd  are  extfoorduisiTf  aosn^' 
sations,  which  methinks  you' will  hare  some  d]£ibcu}tif>«ftr 
stibstaiitiatmg,"  «aid  Colonel  Sydney.  ^Let  me  aniggea^  a 
fairer  account  of4^hi$  maUer  to  yoor  worsii^.  Ttas  pooKsnotk 
is  su£[brhig  under  a  delklam  to  which  ho  is  subgvoti  iatmf^ 
wMch,  I  fear,  he  did  leap  into  the^  Thames,  wfaeoAe  larttooodi 
hiTYi  at  some  little  peril.  And  he  was  visited  by  a  buiBiii|^ 
fever,  dnring:  the  paroxysn^  of  which  his  ravings;  saa  yfp^ 
chance  on  tlmt  engrossing  topic  of  the  late  horrible' ddscaxjemisr 
which  turn  all  men's  bosoms  into  chamel-honses  of  dismi^ 
cogitations."  ,   \  if  ■- 

" Eavings ! — O,  wonld they  were !"  said  Mervyn,  /< Intiiifl. 
bnt  be  heard,  and  I  will  prove  those  ravings  truths^  fiii^'aa 
£mdy  as  the  heavens  above  us !  Seenre  tlut  moDsterl^iS^ 
is  a  murderer !  he  murdered  Sir  Edmundbury,  either  snMb 
his  own  hand  or  by  another's !" 

**  He  seems  to  rave  now  at  all  events,  Mr.  Sydney/'  WBoA 
Bethel,  sharply.  /  :in 

*'  Your  worship,  he  is  as  sane  and  sober  as  I  am;  'ti»^nH 
his  factious  malice,"  said  Gates,  with  rabid  fierceness.  '<  He 
is  suborned  by  those  who  wring  gold  from  the  blood  taai 
sweat  of  this  doomed  nation,  to  put  down  our  Mastsor's  provi- 
ridence  in  the  late  discoveries  of  a  vile;  execrable^  nevar«to»be» 
sufficiently-detested  ploat  of  Antichrist."  -  :  v< 

'*  I  doubt,  I  doubt,  there  is  some  murtheroos  -stiGHQff  b^pi 
m  this  intri^e,  reverend  Master  Oates,"  said  Bel^,  shalan^ 
iiis  head  with  a  sinister  meaning.  '*But  what  piu^tiqulsr 
charge  must  I  commit  him  on  P  Though,  indeed,  uweatvaif 
well  be  chary  of  doing  justice  against  pamsts,  since  the  fioeki^ 
borrible  example  we  have  just  seen.  I^evertheless,"(,«8idl 
Bethel,  addressing  his  clerk,  ''  MinshuU,  make  out  amitthatus 
to  Newgate."  •'   - 

''But,  pleaise  your  worship,  we  must  first  have -some 
tangible  legal  charge,  else  your  worship  is  liable  to  ths.nsv 
Habeas.  Act,  and  what  not,"  said  the  dark,  a  slender -vaiA'* 
haired  man,  leaning  over  a  desk  before  the  city  wortk^«    -^^a 

"Ay,  ay,  well,  well,  Mr.  Oates,  and  what  is  your  casrgerK' 
said  Bethel,  gruffly.  •  j-.-ie 

"  Let  me  &st  explain  to  your  worship,"  said  Oates,  "  tbfib 
this  wretched  boy  is  a  robbei^s  foundling,  whom  tiie  ^uiltftf 
'St.  Omer  were  bringing  np  in  the  Egyptian  ^^T^CTigufi  ^f 
paupish  superstition,  when  I——" 

''Ha,  St.  Omer !"  exclaimed  a  ^ide  in  the  crowd.        *  :  i^ 

"  Who  spoke  liiere  -P"  said  Oates,  taming  sharply.  z 
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'tnoiaedMTi  Oa^/' y^pti^d  ^  wjiiniag  vpice^  'Mt,  was  .^. 
ffaCLant  sinfully  caparisoned '  in  gilded  trappisL£s  of  Satan^ 
Mni9  (innison  oaired  witk  gold.;  but  lie  pusluid  Us  way  out 
Tfii6&  you  torned  to  rebtike  aim/' 

^  ^-Same man-serving slavw <^ thecoiurt i  some g^,licentiate, 
0f>^BBffare/'  said  OiiSe8>  «oMly.  'VBut  as  I.  was  a-saying^ 
ypmtimoTBhk^  when  I  eame  to  Bt«  Omei;  I  found  little  eruda& 
imfem  tke^iiowe  of  'b€f)dlige«  and*,  aa  X  thougbyt,  loosened  bis 
jgpifitoHl  'Ckains;  yea^  brought  bun  to  the  £old,  even  as  a 
•pttmousi  yeanling  of  salvation.  But  I  hdve  since  found  ta 
ssyieoBt  tkat  ho  was  merely  hung  upon  me  as  a  Jesuitical 

«<Why,  thou  most  abhorred  liar  and  yillami"  exclaimed 
M^rryn. 

bi  <^Peace !"  shouted  Sethel ;  "  if  you  dare  to  interrupt  the 
witness,  I  will  have  you  flogged  into  a  proper  respect  of  th& 

"That  by  your  leave  you  shall  not,  Mr,  Sheriff^"  said 
Sydney.  ^'The  law  of  England  nowhere  bestows  such 
power  on  the  magistrate,  and  I  will  take  care  you  do  not 
Mcoeed  the  law." 

•*  Why !  what  is  this  boy  to  you,  odonel  P"  said  Bethel^ 
«dl9h  considerable  surprise. 
-  <«  JgCo  is  human,"  replied  Sydney. 

'^  f*  Why  &>r  that  matter,  I  hope  we  are  all  human.  Colonel 
Sydn^,  said  Bethel,  purpling  up.  "  At  least  I  see  not  that 
an^of  tts  have  beasts  heads,  mough  there  may  be  a  club- 
Im  among  us,  for  aught  I  know  1  But  you  hear  the 
people  do  not  like  your  quibblings  and  fribblings — and  you 
(now  your  own  maxim — Vox  populi,  vox  Dei!  So  if  you 
littnot  hold  your  peace,  oolonel,  you  must  leave  the.  justice- 

900IU. 

^dney  being  silent,  the  magistrate  proceeded. 

"  Well,  Mr.  Oates,  go  on  for  the  third  time." 
'  .^An't  please  your  worship/'  said  Oates,  with  a  strained 
sstekness,  "  as  I  was  saying — sauced  by  his  tears  and  feigned 
hrm  fbr  me,  I  suffered  Inm  privily  to  withdraw  from  tbe 
aeminazy,  and  accompimy  me  to  this  land  of  light,  if  we  may 
cafi  ft  BO,  notwithstiBndmjg  the  dork  clouds  gathering  over  our 
lieads.  And  look  ye,  sirs,  directly  he  lams  here,  he  enters 
into  a  OGRespondenoe  with  certain  m£rh  parties  who  shall  be 
!]iMralB0B,  BO  doi]d)t  at  the  oosmnand  <S  his  St.  Omer  patron^. 
Your  worship,  I  detected  him  in  the  very  act,  coming  fro^n 
St.  James's  palace,  where  Hea:i?en  knows  no  good  was  to  be 
learned  to  the  protestant  reli^on..  Yet  again,  on  his  li^gned 
jrepentance,  I  rorgave  him.    But  again  detecting  him  in  the 


234  WHITXFBI1.28. 

like  practices,  I  diBcharged  him  from  my  sarvice  abcmt  a 
fortmgkt  agone,  and  have  since  neither  seen  nor  heard  a£  biai 
till  I  was  informed  by  the  maid-servant  c^  that  poor  sacri&oed 
gentleman  (sacrificed  for  lovinff  us  all  better  than  his  tymt 
poor  life  1)  that  it  waa  he  who  hired  Sir  Edmundbnry  forth ! 
And  they  do  say  that  he  was  disguised  as  a  page  of  tli^  duJoeV 
-^but  Heaven  forbid  I  should  say  by  any  Icnowledge  of  hi» 
highness  I  But  Sir  Edmundhury  was  never  after  seen  Idll  we 
found' his  precious  limbs  mangled  and  bleeding  in  'Bimcaam 
Pit^jh." 

"  Colonel  Sydney/'  exclaimed  Mervyn  at  this  momiNit,  ia 
a  voice  of  sucn  agony  that  it  in  a  manner  co^npelled  audience, 
"  I  call  down  the  ughtnings  direct  on  my  head,  if  I  qmk 
falsely  when  I  say  that  mis  man — ^this  monster — brought 
about  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey's  murder !    Do  but  hear  m»t 

gentlemen !  On  my  me,  on  my  soul,  as  we  shall  all  some 
ay  meet  before  the  eternal  Judge  above — "  but  choked  wiib 
emotion  he  broke  off  and  could  only  point  to  Oates,  gasping, 
"Murderer!" 

This  eloquence  of  nature  produced  a  great  and  general 
sensation.  *  Even  Oates,  with  all  his  impudence,  was  for  a 
moment  appalled ;  but  he  soon  rallied. 

"  Oh,  thou  wolf  in  lamb's  wool !"  he  exclaimed,  **  dare  you 
deny  that  you  inveigled  Godfrey  from  his  homeP  ay,  that  you 
wore  the  royal  livery  F  Look,  uie  remnants  are  on  him  still ! 
But  here  is  evidence  not  to  be  renegated !  Dr.  Baxter  is 
there,  and  the  woman-serwnt,  Bachel,  who  admitted  hiia 
that  fatal  mom,  and,  as  she  shamefully  confesses,  having  her 
eye  pleasantly  tickled  with  his  carnal  beauty,  took  so  earnest  % 
look  at  him,  that  by  the  same  token  she  recognizes  him  now." 

At  this  point  a  dismal  weeping  was  heard,  and  Bachel 
made  her  appearance  at  the  bar,  clad  in  a  black  cloak  aad 
hood. 

"  Do  not  weep,  Mrs.  Hachel,  your  eyidence  is  unneeessaiy," 
said  Mervyn,  resolutely.  ^*  I  deny  none  of  the  circumstazieeB 
alleged  concerning  SirEdnHindbury's  leaving  hia  honaennde. 
my  guidance,  but 

"Then,  oh,  prove  where  you  left  that  godly  martyr,  and 
what  you  have  done  with  yourself  since  I"  shouted  Oates. 

"  N&j,  if  he  admits  that  point,  he  admits  the  murder  top» 
and  we  shall  at  last  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  plot  i"  Mid 
Bethel,  with  a  speaking  glance  at  the  mob^  who  answemkl 
with  confused  murmurs. 

"  But  surely,  and  in  bare  justice,  your  worship  will  hear 
what  defence  the  boy  can  make  P"  said  Sydney. 
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1*  I  will  not  pennit  Ae  court  to  be  dietated  to,  Mr.  Sydney," 
sold  BetheL  You  most  either  allow  bimnees  to  prooeed  or 
quit  the  eourt.  I  am  sorry  to  reprinuuid  a  gentleman  of  your 
quality,  but " 

*•  OT  my  quality !"  interrupted  Sydney*  "Your  worship 
mistakes ;  no  man  hath  any  quality  in  an  English  court  of 
justice,  but  guilt  or  innocence.  At  least  I  know  it  was  so 
under  Cromwdl,  tyrant  and  usurper  as  he  was,  and  if  under 
aiiwM  ^oreinment,  as  we  all  hear  it  is^-but  I  wiU  say  no 
more,  onfy  intreating  you,  before  condemning,  to  hear  the 
pnsoner't  defence." 

^  We  must  hear  the  witnesses  first,  I  suppose  P"  said  Bethel, 
ptfirvishly.  "  Well,  Mr.  Baxter :  i'  faith,  we  are  proud 
to-  see  as  blessed  a  witness  as  ever  stood  on  tibas  side 
msnyruom  i 

Bfucter  appeared  as  this  compliment  was  uttered,  and  bow*^ 
ing  slightly  to  the  court,  turned  and  looked  Merryn  steadfastly 
inthefkce.  It  was  not  in  nature  to  endure  this  scrutiny 
without  some  emotion,  especiallY  in  connexion  with  tlie 
liOTfible  charges  which  Merryn  felt  were  enveloping  him  like 
a  mesh.  Oates  pointed  tmumphantly  to  his  wavering  com- 
plexion, and  the  venerable  puritan  sighed  heavily.  He  then 
oAlirered  his  evidence  relatmg  to  the  scene  we  have  described, 
which  was  abundantly  supported  by  Bachers  statement.  All 
present  gazed  with  horror  at  the  prisoner,  who  himself  stood 
amazed  at  the  mass  of  appearances  arrayed  against  him. 
Sydney  himself  was  struck. 

"  Well,  Colonel  Sydney,"  said  Bethel,  exultingly,  '*  what 
say  you  now  for  your  client  P" 

**  He  is  not  my  client,  sir — ^nav,  he  is  less  mine  than  yours," 
replied  Sydney.  "Yet  though  I  do  see  that  there  is  a 
efenr^e  against  the  prisoner,  I  see  not  that  it  is  proved,  though 
fluroicions  mav  certainly  be  entertained,  which  perchance  ^e 
win  remove  when  he  is  allowed  to  speak.  It  is  surely  just  to 
hear  the  youth,  in  his  explanationB.  Perchance  he  may  tell 
us  by  what  chance  I  found  him  in  the  Thames,  struggling  for 
life,  and  seeming  to  fly  from  some  demoniac  enemy. ' 

'*That  can  V'  said  Oates,  eagerly;  "for  happening  to 
eatoh  sight  of  lum  in  the  horridest  company  that  ever  was,  I 
porsued,  for  my  heart  bled  with  pily ;  so  he  ran  down  the 
Tower  stairs,  and  being  a  fine  swimmer,  and  supposing  I 
meant  him  some  great  punishment,  he  takes  me  to  water  llxe 
s  fish,  and  so  no  more  of  him." 

*'  Methought,  Mr.  Oates,  I  heard  you  swear  you  had  not 
seen  him  for  a  fortnight  P"  said  Sydney. 
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'^  I  zaeaBt  in  a  geateral  senses  as  bdng  absent  flxifii  mV.  d&r- 
Tiee/*  said  OaM,  someirhat  ^sobanassed.  ^  And'  becdcbi^ii^ 
was  so  dark  a  night  tliat  I  could  scarcely  distingnish  Ixk^fBci^ 
to  sffv  I  sttwliiin!"  f  •• 

"*^Pray  Grod  there  be  ilo  malice,  in  this  caseP'tsiid 
Syd&eyv    ',.'•;■-•«•.•..  r    ■      (.jboii 

"I  have  already  waamodyoa,'8iiv  I  'v^  not' 6B£fe]^ 'li^plE 
treatment  o£  i^e  kings'si'Vfitiniesses,"  said  /Biiihel^^^^<Btbe\y. 
'^  I^Qthing  but  my  -  greaii  •  ivspfict  foar  your  hoaidnihiblaTAiaDii 
and  character  liindeirs  me  from  commiitiiig  yoxt  for  ledAteoqpdt^ 
as  1  certainly  «hall  this  de^erate  criminal,  foFraidiB|Llfl^d 
abetting  in  the  murder  of  Sir  Edmnmdbixry  Godfreyi  >lMr&f 
hope  that  he  will  hare  gr&ce  given  him^tb  repenlvandmHaEi^ 
pardon  by  an  oipen  confession  of  ail  his  viilames^  whooe^i^'or 
whatever  it  may  involve."  He  then  made  a  sign  to  the^dMski 
who  with  great  sangfroid  began  mending^  a  pen.  tud — 

«  Wdl,  then,  now  hear  me-^I  ask  no  mer0y--**nothiiiglni 
justice !''  said  Mervyn,  in  a  tone  of  frantic  desperation^  >.;**'I 
am  innocent,  and  if  I  prove  not  these  wretches  as  eertainl}^ 
euilty  of  Godfrey's  murder  as  Cain  of  AbeFs,  may  this^rdof 
descend  upon  us  all  and  crush  me  alone !" 

''A  damnable  popish  argument  smelling  strongly  of  "&& 
sour  leaven  of  superstition,"  said  Bethel,  shaking  ins  hemij 
'^It  is  my  duty,  young  man,  to  warn  you  to  say  notixiii^ 
which  may  eliminate  yourself,  for  your  life  is  in  danger^*'  r .  * 

"  You  will  not  hear  me,  then  P — But  I.  will  be  heard  1"  said. 
Mervyn,  violently  agitated.  **  Good  people,  hear  me !  IMk 
assassin  and  hired  spy  inveigled  me  iram  St.  Omer  m^er 
base  pretexts,  which — — "  :  ;u 

■   "  We  cannot  suffer  you  to  use  such  language,  sirrah  ?">  am^ 
terrupted  the  magistrate.  ,  -  .a 

''You  shall  1— I  will  be  heard!"  shouted  Mervyn.  "Yesi 
he  lured  me  to  England,  and  by  his  means,  I  was  foroedtbr 
beeomie  in  some  measure  an  aecomplicein  the  CTimesafddv 
faction.  I  was  kept  a  prisoner  by  him  and  his  coa^utei^ 
Colonel  Blood,  in  Whitemars,--*wherel  was  a  chance  wititeis 
of  the  cruel  conspiracy  of  Shad^esbury,  Monmouth,  Sbsbi^ 
and  the  Lord  Howard,  to  maltreat  a  protestant  magistmte^ 
and  lay  the  blame  on  ihe  popish  parity.  They  did  iEodeed 
employ  me  as  their  unconscious  instrument,  to  lure  ^hm^^bor 
old  man  into  their  hands,  but-     ■  "  r  j'Xff 

**  Your  worship,"  interrupted  Oates,  *^  will  you  suff^^jSueliBa 
fSurrago  of  wild  nonsense  to  oe  heaid  against  such  thrioe  BxMt 
men,  espedally  when  I  assure  you  that  I  did  never,  t^ 
Colonel  !Blood  once  in  my  whole  nfe." 
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r^f>  Mr.  Bethel,  let  me  obserre  to  yon,  i&e  hoj  is  in  a  ferer, 
andtiiefle  are  ravings^  as  oan  be  certified  by  Bf^  Biook,"  said 
Sgidiwy. 

''I  doubt  tbese  rayinc^s  are  firstlings  of  a  new  plot  to 
bolster  ii^  the  old  one*  said  the  justiee,  dbsdcing  his  wise 
head.  "  At  all  events,  he  had  better  lock  up  what  he  has  to 
giu^  for  his  trial  before  a  jury  of  his  eoimtrymen." 
,  /^^]^o>:n0*<^heDe,  here !'  shouted  Mervyn,  his  eyes  fiashing 
fine^jmnd  shakuatf  Hke  one  possessed.  **  I  tell  you,  judge,  I 
^neHBB  Oates  of  me  murder  of  that  poor  old  man  V* 
t:'ff  Iioaod.  hmre  meicy  on  us  all !  poor  einnff  wretches  im« 
jliia^ed  in  a  tabernacle  '«f  flesh  !'*  ejaculated  the  doctor.  *'  In 
efanmkry  your  worsfais,  let  us  account  him  mad." 
io*^'We  must  not  defeat  justice  because  your  saintly  spirit  so 
|]iigekly>ibrgiTe8,"  said  Bethel.  "He  seems  indeed  aemented  $ 
-—but  his  actuations  are  prompted  by  older  heads.  At  pre** 
^aUbi^Mn  Oates,  I  commit  him  to  Newgate  on  your  affidavit ; 
&e  may  harpe  a  doctor  there.  But  I  fear  me  affcer  all,  he  will 
dieintus  shoes." 

0  ^^I  offer  bail  to  any  amount,"  said  Sydney. 

"  I  will  take  none !"  replied  the  ma^trate,  sharply*  A 
load  hurrah  arose  from  the  mob,  and  Mervyn  was  omiged  to 
dhrtdb.  the  bar,  to  hinder  himself  firom  falling.  He  m^e  no 
fiirtiier  efibrt  to  obtain  a  hearing.  Even  Sydney  seemed  as- 
tonished and  perplexed  with  wlmt  he  had  heard,  and  he,  too^ 
left  the  bar  wnile  the  warrant  was  making  out,  whispering  to 
Miervyn  that  he  would  see  him  a^ain  in  Newgate. 
'  / }  .Two  or  three  constables  now  seized  and  handcufied  Mervyn, 
and,  taking  him  between  them,  forced  a  passage  out  of  the 
iiaU  with  meir  staves,  bat  not  without  great  difficulty.  A 
mob  was  waiting  outside,  who  received  the  constables  and 
liiecr  prisoner  with  a  tremendous  yell.  Stones  and  brickbats 
&irt<alxmt  them,  and  it  was  with  the  sreatest  difficully  they 
eonld  force  a  way  along,  when  suddemy  Oates  made  kis  ap* 
pBorance,  and  the  popular  rage  changed  into  one  universal 
aBrimm  of  joy  and  reverence.  ''Hats  off  1" resounded  on 
^VBvy  side,  ana  in  an  instant  not  a  head  was  covered.  The 
mtBoum.  crowded  roimd  him,  the  men  pressed  near  for  the 
hwnmr  bf  shaking  hands  with  the  great  champion  of  religion^ 
Tod^ates  took  the  opportunity  to  entreat  the  people  not  to 
molest  the  prisoner,  assuring  them  that*  the  laws  had  him  in 
Bafotoaaiody,  and*  that  important)  secrets  might  be  expected 
^tdm:  hint.  These  remonstrances  produced  great  efiect,  and 
iabt  escort  was  sufi*ered  to  pass  on  without  much  annoyance 
beyond  hisses  and  yells,  until  it  reached  Gheapside.^ 
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BXSCUE  OS  NO   BESCUE! 

When  the  constables,  with  tiiexr  prisoner,  mpptoBehed 
Oheapside,  tiie  rash  of  a  new  mob  compelled  them  to  delay 
for  some  minutes,  beating  aboat  with  their  stoves  in  Ystn.  JL 
chorus  of  voices  chanting  some  melancholy  psalm  was  bavd» 
and  cries  of  "  Godfrey's  body  1  Godfrey  s  body  !'*  rang  far 
and  near.  On  hearing  this,  Oates,  who  was  harangniiiff^  the 
crowd  from  a  high  horse-stone,  sprang  liown  and  posloa  ihId 
it.  The  oonstaUes,  finding  the  cause  of  delay,  endeayoored 
to  make  good  their  passage  before  the  inflamed  masses  oonM 
arrive.  Sat  the  pressure  was  too  ^eat,  and  they  w^ie 
obliged  to  take  refdge  with  their  pnscHier  on  the  steps  of  a 
butdier's  stall,  while  one  of  them  battled  his  way  badL  to 
procure  a  stronger  posse.  At  this  moment  Mervyn  felt  his 
sleeve  pulled,  and  a  voice  which  he  thought  he  had  heard 
before  whispered  in  his  ear,  *'  Your  life  is  in  dangers—be  on 
the  alert — friends  are  at  hand !" 

The  prisoner  turned,  but  his  unknown  friend  had  vanisfaied 
in  the  crowd.  He  was  persuaded,  however,  that  it  ms 
Claude  Duval^  and  the  consciousness  that  he  possessed  even 
one  friend  in  that  yast  multitude  waa  indescribaMy  ooa- 
solatory. 

The  constables  grew  more  and  more  alarmed,  both  for  liieir 
own  and  the  prisoner's  safety,  for  the  mob  around  showed  h»> 
equivocal  signs  of  violence,  and  were  pelting  them  with  nmd 
and  stones.  Luckily  the  ereat  stream  was  directed  dourn 
Oheapside,  to  meet  the  body  of  Godfrey,  which  wils  eoming 
from  St.  Pancras  fields  to  the  Guildhall,  where  it  was  to  wait 
an  inquest.  But  as  it  was  impossible  to  force  a  passage,  aad 
their  position  grew  every  moment  more  precarious,  one  of 
ihe  constables  seized  the  butcher's  cart,  which  was  befovo  fak 
stall,  and  got  into  it  with  the  prisoner ;  Mervyn  was  seated 
between  two  constables,  handcuffed  and  pinioned,  whUe-tte 
third  beat  the  horse,  and  urged  it  titorough  the  crowd.  •  i 

Meanwhile  the  multitude  fearfuUy  increased  both  in 
bers  and  ferocity.    The  mob  which  accompanied 
body  had  met  and  mingled  intelligence  as  well  as 
and  the  news  of  the  capture  of  a  Jesuit  and  alleged  mi 
of  the  imfortonate  megistrate,  spread  far  and  near.    Am  tfaef 
entered  I^ewgateHBtreet,  Mervyn  heard  an  uproar  of  manoar* 
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bones  luid  cleavers,  the  usual  sigiud  among;  the  butchers  to 
assemble,  and  yast  numbers  of  saTage-looking  men  in  blue 
frocks,  with  bare  arms,  and  wielding  the  instruments  of  theism 
sanguinary  trade,  issued  from  the  purlieus  of  the  market. 
The  shoute  and  fury  of  these  masses,  even  the  missiles  which 
flew  about  their  heads,  seemed  not  at  all  to  disturb  Mervyn : 
be  kept  the  same  tranquillity  of  despah*. 

Every  window  seemed  dustering  with  spectators,  every 
Toof  was  crowded  with  hanging  masses;  and  thxis  accam:- 
panied  by  the  yells  and  attacks  of  the  po[>ulace,  they  ap- 
proached Newgate,  iAxe  strong  walls  and*  spiked  summits  of 
which  appeared  at  a  little  distance.  But  the  space  inter- 
inaning  was  so  blocked  up  by  a  mass  wedged,  shrieking,  and 
stnigffliBg  together,  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  proceed, 
and  the  cart  stood  still  while  the  officers  dismounted  to  force 
a  passage. 

Whi£t  a  desp^ate  fight  took  place  around  his  vehicle^ 
Mervyn's  eye  was  attracted  by  a  spectacle  which,  horrible  as 
it  was,  seemed  to  him  a  natiuuL  phasis  of  the  confused  and 
stormy  dream  in  which  he  was  involved.  A  vast  mob  flowed, 
wave  upon  wave,  down  Newgate-hill,  amidst  the  most  aa- 
toundinff  uproar,  part  engciged  in  roaring  a  hymn,  while  the 
Test  yeued  and  shrieked  in  direful  chorus.  Some  carried 
tovches  which  they  waved  like  Bacchanals  in  the  air,  and  by 
the  wild  uncertain  glare  of  this  light  Mervyn  saw  somethm^ 
indistinctly  borne  on  a  biercervered  with  a  sheet,  round  which 
t^e  crowd,  seemed  gathering,  and  rolling  bke  the  sea  in  a 
whirlpooL  Dark  countenances,  lurid  wim  fatigue  and  pas- 
aion,  surrounded  the  corpse,  among  which  Mervyn's  eye 
eould  not  mistake  the  detestable  zeatures  of  Oates.  Tne 
vretch  was  pointing  at  him  as  he  sat  in  the  cart,  and  seemed 
to  direct  the  popul^  fwry  upon  him,  for  at  the  same  moment 
ahouts  of  *'  A  judgment,  a  judgment !  tear  him  to  pieces !" 
nm^  on  every  side,  and  many  Of  the  torch-bearers  rushed 
yelknff  towaras  him.  Knives,  axes,  swords,  glittered  on 
every  nand,  and  showers  of  stones  assailed  the  constables, 
iHbo  vainiy  attempted  to  protect  their  prisoner.  One  of  them 
iras  struck  down  by  a  powerful  butcner,  and  the  oliier  sus- 
tained a  very  severe  handling ;  but  the  third,  who  still  sat 
witii  Mervyn  in  the  cart,  attemnted  to  lash  the  horse  over 
ipdiartwver  stood  in  the  way.  Tiae  mob,  however,  seized  the 
vefins,  and  beat  the  poor  anunal  about  the  head  and  breast  to 
foree  it  bade.  But  the  horse  reared  and  kicked  so  violently 
that  at  last  it  twisted  ihe  harness  ofl*  its  head,  and  rushed  <m 
at  a  fearM  le^eed  dovm  the  hill.  The  mob  gave  way  on  every 
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side,  yelliB^,  cmsliinffy  and  tnmMing  over  each  other.  The 
oonsti^ble  who  sat  by  Menryn  leaped  out  and  fell  with  &he»ry 
erai^,  head  foremost,  on  the  pavement ;  but  the  priaoner 


too  well  secured  to  make  any  attempt  at  escape.  The  ^a*^**^] 
eontinxied  its  mad  speed  tiil.  within,  a  short  di8tazie«.o^  the 
Aerocarriers,  who  rushed  eonfuaedly  out  of  its  way,  biit.its 
feet  got  entangled  in  Hke  loose  reins,  and  it  fell  down  po^rar* 
less  on  the  kerbstone,  where  it  laj  Ueeding  and-  Btivig^img 
inefPectually  to  rise.  ^  ^-v.- 

Mervyn  rose  with  the  intent  of  leaping  out  of  tlK».  eai^  to 
save  himself  &om  the  kioks  of  the  proatnite  hor^^vV^a 
Gates  pointed  at  him,  yelling,  in  his  most  horrible  j^es, 
""Lo,  Croad's  judgment  Wthe  murthereri  tilie  murd!|paQ^i" 
instantly  the  mob  rushed  round  the  cart,  some  d»nbmu|tjap 
the  wheels,  «ome  behind,  some,  in  their  ardour,  acra«ili&g 
oyer  the  panting  steed.  Mervyn  was  clutched  Eimak^eomijfy 
by  twenty  hanosj  dri^ged,  or  rather  torn,  he  Imew  aot^l^flff 
over  the  shafts  into  the  street,  and  amidst  xq[>roariou8  vhsvits 
of  "  No  Popery ! — ^Tear  him  to  pieces  I — No  Antichrist  V\m^ 
dragged  on  to  the  bier,  amidst  blows  and  eyeiy  speei^s  .^£ 
-contumelvi  .-:• 

Several  of  the  mob,  amongst  whom  was  Oates,  baTf]«4  9fit, 
*''  Bring  the  murtherer  here,  and  see  i£  the  corpse  bloods 
forth !  and  this  experiment,  fortunately  for  Mervyn,  seenoed 
to  suit  the  taste  of  the  ruffians  who  had  seized  him.  It  iras 
then  a  general  belief,  which  still  holds  ground  in  Msae 
remote  £stricts,  that  the  corpse  of  a  murdered  person  wojild 
burst  forth  bleeding  on  ihe  approach  of  the  murderer* 

Severely  bufietea,  his  clothes  torn  from  his  back,  pei^.as 
the  ghastly  corpse  before  him,  Merv^rn  was  hnonaseddtofi^'Up 
to  the  Her,  and  Oates  elutehed  him  in  one  hand,  whjl^'With 
-the  other  he  raised  the  gory  sheet.  So  intense  .yn4t:.%e 
curiosity  of  Ihe  multitude  to  asoertain  the  result  p^-^Hfir 
pfailosophieal  Experiments,  that  the  uproar  suddenly  <€g|iMd, 
and  tk  deep,  death  eilenoe,  swayed,  the  .whole  mass.  ^H^KHipi 
gazed  with  an  icy  shudder  at  the  dreadful  speotaot^  jjins 
forced  on  his  gaae:  Sir  Edmuudbury's  corpse  lay  coiledupon 
the  bier,  cottered  with  mud  and  slime.  His  flesh  was  ufaa^y 
purpling  pve]r  wi^  corrui^ion,  and  seemed  as  if  it  hadijliin 
for  some  diays  in  water,  it  was  so  swollen  and  diacok)iU9Mi. 
There  was  a  &ecp  wound  in  the  breast,  where  his  bwovAtjwbs 
found  buried  to  the  hilt,  and  the  body  was  covered  ^th 
slashes  and  bruises.  The  neck  was  evidently  broken,  f<^ithe 
head  hung  loosely  on  one  side,  and  the  glazed  eyes  were 
widely  open,  the  tongue  was  hanging  out,  and  the  flesh  was 
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'gorged  and  spotted,  andcfher^ixoiviblo^ai^g  of  B^awgolation 

'  Meanjn  gased  upon  tius  fdightfiDl  speotaole  with  no  sign  of 
emoiloii  but  a  choked  gnwn,  and  nnnBo.to  ivrtioulate  a  ;9rord, 
-hro  idoked  round,  gasping  and  pdinl^  io  Qates.  Again  tLie 
wiM  yells  of  fuzj  teaoimded,  iorcbsa  w^re  Jbrandiskod,  and 
ixt&tmsabwed  voiees  called  to  loam  Uy  touob-ihe  corpse.  He 
obejrCNi' meehcnieally>  eoctendinglua  kind  to  that  of  the  .in- 
animate maeistrate,  and  at  the  same  momfisit  Gates  artfully 
Ult^^tbe  dead  body,  so  liiat  a  hw  diops  of  oorrapt  fluid 
iMned  frcnu  the  sjose  and  troonds. 

TIds  was  enough.  A  roar  like  the  sea  among  breakers  re- 
8<lttiM'in  his  ear,  ihe  mob  pressed  overwhelmingly  upon 
Mat,  and  Oates's  yell  of  "  Blood  for  blood,  saith  theXoard  I'* 
-tile^eed'far  above  the  tomnlt.  Mervyn  gave  himself  up  for 
<loit#  Some  rugged  hand  seized  him  by  the  collar  of  his 
'iM^tiyiA  that  remained  of  tiuit  garment — and  a  butcher, 
^espoAm^  his  way  through  the  crowd,  aimed  a  blow  at  his 
head  with  a  dearer,  which  would  undoubtedly  have  split  it 
in  two.  Bat  a  bludgeon  suddenly  interposed,  and  simul- 
taneously the  butcher  reeled  back  under  a  oreadful  stroke  on 
his  own  skull.  Mervyn  instantly  recognized  in  his  rescuer— 
s.  man  in  the  garb  of  a  waggoner^— the  powerful  form  of 
Ckjlonel  Blood. 

"No,  no,  my  masters,  £ur  play  is  a  jewel!"  said  the 
colonel,  laying  vigorously  about  him  with  his  cudgel.  **  Hang 
hixD  if  you  wul,  but  no  murder  i^* 

**  Have  at  thee  again»  though  thou  wert  the  devil  or  Colonel 
•^0Od!*'  yelled  the  bailed  rofSan,  returning  to  the  charge 
•  wftli  increased  violence. 

-y  Nay,  thou  art  not  the  man  to  play  me  at  single-stick," 
«aid  the  colonel,  dexterously  parrying  the  blow,  and  xe- 
tnming  one  which  laid  his  opponent  senseless  on  the  stones. 
'  *'  Have  a  care,  gentlemen,  .what  ve  do !  Here  comes  a  kind's 
Xff^asenger,  to  take  the  prisoner  before  his  majesty's  councu ! 
Hands  off,  or  mine  are  on !" 

As  he  spoke,  a  horseman,  iu  the  unifoJTn  of  the  king's 
•goavd,  appeared,  forcing  his  way  through  the  crowd,  and 
shouting,  **  Boom,  room,  in  the  kmg's  nfone !"  He  waved  a 
'Mipeae  over  the  heabds  of  the  mob,  wno  rushed  back  in  masses 
mm  the  tramp  of  a  powerful  h^rse  which  he  seemed  to  ride 
Mckles^  through  them.  He  arrived  panting  and  breathless, 
and,  without  raising  the  flaps  of  a  large  hat  which  hung  over 
his  face,  he  shook  the  paper  in  Oates's  eyes,  who  still  held 
tiie  youUi  firmly  grasped. 
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"  A  aeerotary^  iffgiiill"  .lie  diouted.    "  Snir^iider  your 
prisoner,  in  the  kine;'s  name,  to  be  led  before  tixe  otmoeiir' 

^  To  be  saTed  by  the  'powezs  of  Antiehxiflt,  pvesidiiig 
.there  I"  yelled  Oates.    «<  Men  of  London!  will  ye  suffer  itf^ 

''I^opoperyl-^Tear  him  to  picBces!"  echo^  ike  «rowd» 
but  none  dared  vmrnth.  withm  lange  of  Blood's  texzibie 
ondgel,  more  espemlhr  tfsaevenil  sthletio%iixe8,  amedirhii 
*the  same  instnuoent,  md  nwed  iiiemsdioes  on  his«idfi«  Tbe 
messenger  aLBO'drev  his^swora,  and  backing  his  hoxser  cafifld 
rto  Mertya  to  jnoitnt  J^ebisd.  But,  ens^ped  wii^t^proiqpeet 
of  their  victim's  escape,  the^oaeb  now  .regained  £«Qirsge,  toid 
'  made  a  rash  at  him.  ,  All  O^ood's  isDmaenaaalEen^^  coiild.iiot 
re^t  the  impetus,  and  he  was  swept  stm^^bng  §aaamfy 
back ;  but  the  oavalier,  pttroei:?ing  ihe  desperatiaii  of  -aiSbam, 
stooped  from  the  saddle  and  tore  Meevjn  up  before  iam. 
Then  fionrishing  his  swordin  glittann^  .eixeles,  he  mada  ^ 
Airious  cbaam,  imd  shooting,'^  In  the  Im^'anaane !"  pkua^ed 
forward,  and  either  keKieked  down  .or  gafioped  ^irer  aU  ^dio 
opposed. 

Por  a  consideraUe  ^distastoe  ;they  were  pnisned  byntoncH, 
mud,  and  erery  species  of  abase.  But-the  yeUs  and  muatles 
-gradually  grew  famter  and  fewer,  and  the  horse,  anams&al  6f 
ffreat  size  and  power/  proeeeded  at  the  iall  stre^ieh  of  its 
limbs.  They  turned  rapidly  down  Eetter^lane,  wh^  mesB 
'perfectty  da^  and  deseirtedr^aJBd  gaiteping  down  a  narrow 
street  near  Temple^gardens,  passed  iOSd  boundttty  iulD 
Alsatia.  Dashing  up  anothemarEow  lane,  bordered  Ir^n  high 
dead  wall,  the  hiwsemsnjsfiddBnfy  paused  at  a,  ruinous  gaile 
which  seemed  to  admit  into  a  gacdeii ;  but  iJie  last  .^xe^sd- 
lection  which  Mervyn  had  was,  that  his  deHyecer  a^'  '  '  ' 
and  exeliuming,  ''fToiW,  sir,  you  are  -safe!-^  am 
Duval !"  reoeiyediiim  insensible  into  hisiamis. 
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CHAPTER  XXXIV, 

A  DISCOYSST. 

.Mbbytk's  first  retuxn  of  conscioiisn^  was  a  sensation  of 
IKricking  and  cold  in  the  ann,  and  opening  his  eyes,  he  saw 
thst  some  one  held  it  over .  a  gaiupot,  and  that  he  was 
i>leedin|f»  but  Teiy  slowfy  and  triddingly.  He  looked 
jeaznoBOT  at  the  person  who  held  hini,  and  s«ir  that  he  was  a 
thin  toJI  man,  with  a  pale  cadcrerotis  eonntenanee,  a  large 
hoDked  nose^  sxnall,  brown,  ittUlike  eyes,  bald,  widi  a  Ions 
beaacd^  and  a  projecting  n&deiwlip,  which  seemed  in  a  perpetofd 
tnsnble.  He  was  dressed  in  a  shabby  iU«fitting  stiit  of  blaok, 
wil^  flJIyer  buokles,  and  a  long  red  cap,  ending  in  a  tarnished 
£ilb  tassel.  Claude  Duval  and  Blood  were  sitting  on  the 
Sed*  watching  iiis  operations  withupparent  interest. 
' .  *^  Axe  we  safe  P"  ae  mnnmiredy  aner  a:  faint  surrey  of  the 
apartment. 

"  Safe  as  PoTer.  Castie,"  said  the  colcmeL 

"  But  Oatee !«— he  will  find  me  out,  and  I  shall  be  torn  to 
ineeea  V 

"  O,  ii^  it  a  bafflBeas  of  Mr.  OatesP"  observed  the  prao» 
iitioner.  **  Give  me  de  list,  Mr.  Duval — ^thank  jvou,  shir  I-«^ 
I  do  not  much  care  to  meddle  with  Miiditer  Gates — ^he  do 
^qpiote  the  Kbie  so  neatly." 

•    *'  "What  if  the  hkek  villain  suspects  our  share  in  ikt 
reseue,  and  brings  the  train-bands  on  us  f"  said  Claude. 

/'He  dare  not-— I  know  too  much,"  teplied  Blood,  sig- 
jufioaiitly. 

At  this  point  of  &e  conversation,  a  sweet  ease  and  oblivion 
seemed  to  sink  on  Mervyn,  and  he  knew  no  more.  Fever, 
acerannanied  by  delirium,  kept  possession  of  him  for  several 
i'ays,  but  he  knew  not  how  time  elapsed,  nor  what  events 
filled  it  up.  Somethnes  he  had  wandering  gleams  of  con. 
fidousness,  in  which  he  recollected  that  Claude  Duval  and 
the  colonel  seemed  watching  him  with  ea^er  attention. 
£ven  after  the  rage  of  the  fever  had  yielded  to  the  Jew's 
skin,  he  lay  for  hours  and  days  immersed  in  thought,  of 
which  he  could  nHike  no  tangible  meaning.  The  first  sensible 
qnes^n  which  he  asked  was,  whether  Godfrey's  murder  was 
a  dream  P 

Blood  refused  to  answer  until  he  was  better  able  to  converse ; 
but  observing  that  this  prohibition  seemed  to  make  him 
more  restless,  he  replied  briefly  that  it  was  all  true.    A  short 

B  2 
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pause  followed,  and  Mervjn  inquired  what  had  become  of 
Claude  Duval.  The  colonel  was  evidently  not  much  pleased 
with  this  query,  and  he  replied  shortly  that  he  was  engaeect 
on  one  of  nis  robbing  excursions  in  the  north.  Mervyn  then 
asked  by  what  means  his  escape  was  effected,  and  on  this 
point  tKe  colonel  was  more  dinuse.  He  said  that  he  and 
Claude  Duval,  on  learning  his  arrest  by  Oates,  had  determined 
on  a  rescue  at  all  hazards ;  and  he  added  that  if  Claude's 
trick  of  coimterfeiting  a  royal  messsenger  had  not  succeedec^ 
there  was  a  band  of  determined  feUows  in  the  crowd  who 
were  to  aid  in  a  forcible  rescue. 

'*  And  the  monster  still  flourishes,  battening  in  blood  P" 
said  Mervyn,  with  a  sigh  of  exhaustion.  "  Ana  the  murder 
of  Godfrey  is  still  unavenged !" 

*'  And  n^ust  remain  so,  unless  you  would  become  a  jpand- 
<5ide !"  exclaimed  Blood.  .   -  iK^t 


"A  pa^cidel"  said  Hervyn,  starting  up  and  siiild^ 
in      "  " 
pamcide  !'*  .   .,i'  »> 
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back  again  with   a   deadly  sickness   at   the   heart. 


Jong 
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Yes,  a  parricide !"  returned  Blood,  pacing  the  room.wii^i 
great  agitation.  "  I  know  you  consider  me  as  one  of  &e 
murderers  of  Godfrey,  though  my  intentions  were  only  to 
execute  Shaftesbury's  plan ; — and  as  such  you  woidd  bring 
me  to  the  gallows.  But  know,  boy,  that  m  so  doing,  you 
would  hang  ifotir  own  father  /" 

"My  father? — ^Villain,  you  lie!"  exclaimed  Mervyn,  his 
pale  face  kindling  and  flusning  with  passion.'  "  I  say  it  is  a 
lie ! — ^you  are  not  my  father  T* 

"  "Who  but  a  father  would  have  done  for  you  what  I  have 
done  P*'  said  Blood,  pausing  abru|)tly,  and  looking  at  j&^pryu 
with  a  strangely  troubled  expression.  "  Have  I  not  hazarded 
my  life  to  save  yours  P — ^spent  my  last  pistole  to  rescuer  grpu* 
by  means  of  Oates,  from  the  hands  of  those  accursj&iJ  JefK^ts, 
who  were  only  training  you  up  as  a  victim  to  their  policy*,  JC 
placed  you  under  their  care  indeed — ^I,  a  proscnbedT  iio4 
miserable  wanderer,  having  no  home — ^huntea  by  the  blood- 
hounds of  the  law — placed  you,  my  only  child,  in  their  hands. 
And  they  taught  you— the  rogues ! — ^that  you  were  the.  son 
of  a  malefactor  hajiged  for  some  peasant-braining  at  St. 
Omer.  Never  gaze  at  me  with  those  unbelieving  eyes  I— ^ 
swear  to  thee,  Mervyn,  I  am  thy  father,  and  as  such  am  mi^- 
pared  to  shed  the  last  drop  of  my  blood  in  thy  defence.  And 
now,  boy,  wilt  thou,  for  a  deed  which  cannot  be  recalleo, 
inscribe  thyself  in  the  hellish  list  of  those  who  have  slaiu 
their  fathers  P" 
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'  **  Why  not  P— this  is,  the  house  where  parricides  are  bom 
aiid  reared  till  they  have  stren^h  to  slay/  groaned  Mervyn. 
*'Oh,  and  are  you  my  father?  A  murderer  1  And  hare  I 
longed  my  whole  life,  prayed,  thirsted,  dreamed,  rushed 
jhadljr  forth  into  this  bad  and  cruel  world — only  to  learn  this  ? 
But  it  is  not  true,  Blood!"  he  continued,  with  flashing  eyes. 
"  You  have  coined  this  falsehood  to  escape  the  vengeance  due 
to  your  crime !  But  think  not,  think  not,  to  elude  me  so. 
Bury  me  if  you  will  in  the  centre  of  the  earth — ^I  will  rise 
and  proclaim  your  suilt.*' 

"  Four  feet  of  soud  earth  would  keep  you  snug  to  the  gene- 
ral resurrection,  child,"  said  Blood,  calmrjr ; "  and,  but  that  you 
are  my  son,  what  hinders  me  from  silencing  your  threats  with 
this  dagger?  Can  you  resist?  Could  I  not  lately  have  left 
you  in  the  hangman's  grasp  P — ^were  not  the  mob  ready  to 
teaiL  you  to  pieces  when  I  saved  you  P" 
. -'***Bat  why  have  you  kept  yourself  so  long  concealed  thenP" 
-exclaimed  Mervyn. 

**  Because  I  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  presenting  an 
"dhtlaw,  a  man  hunted  like  a  wild  beast,  as  your  father !"  said 
Blood,  in  a  tone  thick  with  emotion.  ''  But  better  times  are 
coming.  Shaftesbury  will  soon  be  in  power,  and  I  shall  be 
pardoned — reinstated  in  my  rank !  I  meant  to  own  you  as 
my  son  when  I  could  confer  the  title  without  fear,  and  you 
receive  it  without  shame." 

f  *  That  can  never  be,"  gasped  the  unhappy  youth.  **  I  can- 
not indeed  persist  in  my  resolution  to  bring  either  myself  or 
the  murderers  of  Grodfrey  to  the  scaffold — ^but  to  own  you  as 
nEyTofcher  without  shame,  horror,  detestation,  the  most  bitter 
anguish — never,  never,  never !" 

'^•But  I  will  force  you  to  love  me,  boy,"  said  Blood.  "  You 
shSsdl'Dwe  much  more  to  me  llian  the  life  I  have  preserved.  I 
ne^d  something  to  love  me,  savage,  wild,  remorseless  as  I 
seem !  But  think  not  I  will  persecute  you  with  my  relation- 
ship. I  mean  to  close  my  Hfe  in  battle  against  the  Tuf ks,  or*^ 
else  to  turn  a  monk  of  La  Trappe— ha !  ha !" 


u 
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And  my  mother — ^have  I  a  mother  ?"  said  Mervyn. 

A  mother ! — yes— but  she  is  wedded  to  another,"  replied* 
Blood,  with  visible  emotion.  "  Ay,  there  indeed  I  wronged' 
*thee,'boy  !  I  did  betray  her  innocence,  and  she  my  love  ! 
Snough ! — she  is  the  wife  of  a  man  of  high  rank,  and  hates 
thee  worse  than  poison,  death,  and  hell — afl  of  which  she  haa 
de^ervfed." 

A  shudder  ran  through  Mervyn's  veins,  and  he  turned  on 
bis  pillow  with  a  low  groan,  which  seemed  the  farewell  sigb 
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of  hope.    Blood  stirred  the  fire  violentlr,  and  then  wiped  iJle 
dammy  dew  which  gathered  on  his  huge  browB  with  a^tatioir. 

"  I  have  confided  my  soul's  secret  to  you,  Mervyn,"  he' 
said  at  last.  "  And  beware  how  you.  whisper  it  even  in  your 
prayers.  Your  mother  herself  —  the  she-wolf— longs  for 
nothing  so  much  as  to  lap  her  jaws  in  your  blood." 

To  this  revelation  Blood  s^ded  many  pazttculars  which' 
stamped  an  air  of  probability  on  the  legend.  He  refused,  in«-< 
deed,  most  positively  to  state  who  the  personage  was  whom 
he  called  Mervyn's  mother;  but  from  hints  which  he  dro^ed>. 
coupled  with  tne  assurance  that  it  was  Lady  Howatrd  who 
had  betrajred  the  youth  to  Oates,  a  wild .  conjeeture  darted* 
into  his  mind  that  it  might  be  her.  BLe  eould  oraain  no-satis* 
faction,  however,  and  wa£  left  in  the  dark.  The  horror  and. 
despaur  of  finding  such  a  father  furnished  him  indeed  widi 
sufficient  food  for  bitter  meditation. 

Time  passed,  and  Mervyn  regained  strengih. ;  but  it  was  oidy 
to  find  himself  a  closer  prisoner  than  ever.    The  oolosid'ff^ 
kindness  was  unremitting,  and  he  left  his  pretended  son  si6ne 
as  little  as  possible,  but  stiU  there  were  many  dreary  hoiirs  of 
loneliness  to  be  passed.  Mervyn  heard  daily  news  of  the  pro* 
ffress  of  Oates — told  to  keep  Jbim  in  awe,  but  which  fi?etted 
him  almost  to  madness.    The  sea  of  popularity  ran  at  h^ 
tide  for  Oates  an^  his  patrons.    The  psniament  had  optaiedL 
in  a  most  stormy  humour ;  the  ministry  wavered ;  Pranoe  war 
in  Newgate,  Coleman  condemned ;  catJioiic  lords  and  geati&-> 
men  and  priests  were  seized  daily ;  a  oloud  (^  informera  ap* 
peared  in  every  direction.    Blood  seemed  now  to  expect  "wim 
oonfidenee  the  advent  of  a  |)opnlar  administratioQy  and  bar 
own  immediate  pardon  on  its  instauration. 

'  One  evening,  when  they  were  discausing  these  matters^  the 
conversation  Tell  upon  the  Duke  of  Ormonde,  whomtbe 
colonel  asserted  to  bis  the  author  of  all  his  misfortunes;  He 
was  relating'  his  well-known  attempt  to  hang  that  nobleman 
at  Tyburn,  an  achievement  of  which  he  was  very  proud,  whea 
he  was  interrupted  by  a  shrill  but  rather  melooioas  widstlB. 
which  reached  them,  as  it  seemed  to  Mervyn,  ficom  the  river. 

''Bah !  it  is  Claude  Duvai,"  he  muttered^  after  a momest's 
attention ;  **  why  does  he  come  at  such  dark  hours  P" 

He  took  a  lamp,  however,  and  went^  to  admit  hin^  and 
Meryyn's  heajrt  beat  joyfoUy  quick  when  he  distangaishad 
Claude's  jovial  voice  on  tne  stairs.  As  they  asoended-nis  pesi* 
ceived  with  surprise  that  there  was  a  third  person — a  stmaigmS' 
He  was  aman  of  large  stature,  nmffied  in  along  blaok  roq^ 
hxae,  and  wore  a  Spaniah  hat  wLthlazge  fiaps,  wfaiehin|,isit 
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ineBSore  concealed  his  face.  But  on  reaching  -die  knding- 
plaoe  lie  raised  his  head,  and,  the  tordilight  faUing  ML  on  hig: 
severe  and  melandioly  features,  Mexryn  started  with  amaze*' 
loeBtatthe  recognition  which  he  l^onght  he  made,  Claude, 
outstripped  the  rest,  ran  to  him,  and  embracing  him  witk 
eagerness,  whispered, "  Eorheaven's  sake,  show  no  surprise !" 
flam  began  a  loud  congratulation  on  the  improvement  in  Yds 
IdoJcs. 

Meanwhile  the  stranger  and  Blood  entered,  and  the  first 
^Lanee  of  tiie  former,  and  his  emphatic  gesture,  seemed  tor 
iikDOW  Merryn  into  a  nerroua  tremour*  CLande  made  haste 
to  prevent  i^ese  symptoms  pcom  being  observed  $  but  though 
Sloed  politely  bade  his  visitors  welcome,  he  made  a  sort  of 
involuntary  movement  to  his  pistols;- 

^^Ool^ael  Blood,  vou  will  excuse  me,"  said  Claude,  ''but 
knowing  that  trouble  has  taught  you  oompassion,  I  have 
bfought  this  gentleman,  a  French  ecclesiastic,  to  take  refoge 
4k  few  hours  with  you,  for  it  is  rumoured  that  Oates  int^ios 
ti>  aeastki  the  queen's  lodging,  where  he  resides." 
»  **  The  gentleman  is  welcome— your  ^ostly  father  as  I  pre^ 
aione,  Claude  P"  replied  the  colonel,  with  a  suspicious  glance. 

**  Morhleu  I  (craving  your  pardon,  father  1)  I  came  not  ac- 
quainted with  him  in  so  creditable  a  manner,"  said  DuvaL 
**  I  chanced  to  meet  his  reverence  on  the  Dover  road ;  but,, 
having  known  him  in  France,  I  recognized  him  in  time  to 
spare  myself  a  sacrilege." 

''  Yes,  and  did  honestly  return  me  scrip  and  purse,  albeit 
aomeihing  heavier  than  tne  apostle  recommended,"  said  the 
stmnger,  with  a  smile.  "  And  now  he  completes  his  kind* 
ness  by  saving  me  from  Mr.  Oates's  perquisitions." 

^  And  y^ou  are  in.  England,  I  presume,  on  the  matter  of 
tbese  late  troubles  of  oursP"  said  Blood.  ''I  warrant  hii: 
holiness  cannot  sle^  on  them." 

<«  I  am  in  England  on  my  master's  maraud,  to  bdn^back 
tbft  sinner  and  idb  lost  one !  replied  the  eool^iastic,  with  am 
mAAiiQ  glance  at  Mervyn, 

dk>od  invited  the  strangers  to  be  seated,  and  Mervyn  tre^ 
mnloaid.y  ofieredhis-servicesto  remove  the  priest's  roquehuxra 
and  hat,  which  were  whitened  with>  snow.  But  he  dedinedl 
tyrattenlion  with  some  asperity,  and  contented  himsdf  witir 
laying  aside  his  large  hat.  He  then  took  the  seat  indicated^ 
and  began  ^BseoHrsing  on  indiffexent  subjects*  MerTjnfdty 
invertheless,  that  his  eye  d^i^lt  on  him  almost  contmually^i 
and  tiraugk  he  never  dared  to  meetit,  his  own  emotion  ffxm 
ahnost  xmoontrollaUei 
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-  Clande  very  seldom  visited  the  colonel  in  his  den  withoat 
bringing  preserratives  against  a  famine,  nor  had  he  on  H^ 
occasion.  He  called  to  Mervyn  to  help  him  unload  a  basket 
he  had  brought,  which  he  obeyed  with  great  alacrity,  glad  of 
an  opportomty  to  conceal  his  feelings. 

During  th^.repaAk^  theoenrersation  ran  on  general  subjects^ 
bat  it  flowed  natiurally  into  politics  at  last  The  French 
ecclesiastic  spoke  English  well«  though  with  a  foreign  apQent ; 
and  he  discussed  the  points  mooted  with  the  fluency  o£  o^ 
thoroughly  master  of  his  subject.  He  concluded  a  yivij 
description  of  tiie  perik  which  menaced  Catholicism,  by  ol]^ 
serving  with  a  sigh  that  the  church  was  in  less  dai^er  from 
without  than  wiwn — ^that  there  were  traitors  even  in  her 
bosom ;  and  he  glanced  at  Mervyn. 

''Nay,  he  at  £ast  is  no  traitor  to  the  Bishop  of  Some,  if 
that  be  his  liege,"  said  Blood,  with  a  gloomy  chuckle.  ..  ^  .,./j. 

**  I  have  heard  the  story,"  replied  the  priest ;  **  bu^  me- 
thinks  falsehood— to  give  it  no  worse  name— even  againsl^a^ 
abominable  a  wretch  as  Oates,  can  do  no  good  to  the  cause  b^ 
truth."  .  \ 

^*I  spoke  no  word  that  was  not  true,"  replied  Mervyn» 
trusting  his  voice  with  evident  trej^idation. 

**  Nay,  sirs,  it  was  but  the  ravmgs  of  fever,"  said  Blood, 
carelessly. 

**  But,  youth,"  said  the  priest,  addressing  Mervyn  for  the 
first  time, ''  I  have  heard  that  Oates  swore  you  were  his  ser- 
vant, and  had  betra;p'ed  him  to  the  catholic  party  P" 

"He  lied — the  villain!"  said  Mervyn,  with  vehemence. 
''He  alone  betrayed-— 'betrayed  me  from  the  flrstinstn&tl 
beheld  him!"  /... 

*'  And  how,  my  s<»iP"  said  the  stranger,  with  a  look  of  ^op* 
pressed  but  extreme  anxiety.  :  i . 

Mervyn  glanced  at  Blood,  and  though  he  observed  that  his 
brow  was  aeeply  knit,  he  launched  boldly  into  a  narrative 
of  his  flight,  and  a  passionate  defence  of  his  conduct. 

The  ecclesiastic  ustened  with  profound  attention,  but  his 
austere  countenance  betrayed  little  emotion,  and  in  spite  of 
Blood's  evident  uneasiness,  Mervyn  continued  his  story  till 
he  had  safely  landed  himself  in  England.  And  then  his 
voice  grew  troubled,  and  Anally  he  burst  into  a  passion  of 
tears. 

'*  Enough !  weep  no  more,"  said  the  priest,  in  a  gentle  and 
moved  voice.  "  Tnere  is  no  sin  so  great  which  the  church 
cannot  forgive  to  a  sincere  repentance !  TeU  me,  child,  are 
you  willing  to  return  to  her  maternal  bosom  P" 
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"  Oh,  lioTT  willing !"  replied  Mervyn ;  ","but  it  may  not 
be!" 

**  It  may,  it  can,  it  shall  be !"  replied  the  stranger,  with 
stidden  emotion.  "Eetum,  my  son,  to  the  arms  of  the 
church,  which  stretches  them  out  to  welcome  back  the 
prodiffal  as — as  I  do !"  And  Mervyn  was  instantly  locked 
Si  Ms  paternal  embrace. 

**  what  is  the  meaning  of  this  P"  exclaimed  Blood,  fiercely 
clutching  the  boy's  arm.  "  I  am  his  father !  I  demand  to 
know/* 

"  His  father ! — ^you !"  exclaimed  Duval. 
'  "  Peace,  Claude !"  interrupted  the  ecclesiastic,  "  Colonel 
Blood,  ^  I  am  here  to  demand  back  the  orphan  whom  your 
arts  cajoled  from  my  guardianship.  I  am  the  rector  of 
Sti  Omer.  We  are  two  to  one,  but  I  am  willing  to  ransom 
him  with  gold — ^I  offer  you  a  hundred  pistoles." 
-  **1  will  not  play  Abraham  to  an  unbelieving  generation, 
ikenSLcmg  mine  only  son,"  said  Blood,  bitterly.  "  And  if  ye 
ire  two  to  one,  I  have  mv  backers  too."  So  saying  he  pro- 
duced a  formidable  pair  of  pistols. 

"  We  are  not  barxers  without  teeth  either.  Master  Blood," 
said  Claude,  producing  a  pair  with  equal  rapidity ;  but  the 
colonel  sunk  his  with  a  contemptuous  laugh,  lor  Mervyn  had 
nwhed  between  them.  ^ 

There  was  a  moment's  pause,  during  which  the  antagonists 
gazed  watchfully  and  wrathfully  at  each  other,  and  seemed 
hesitating  what  to  do.  It  was  broken  by  a  hoarse,  familiar 
voice  in  the  corridor,  bawling, 

"Hoity,  toity!  what's  a-doing  here!  Whoy,  Master 
Blood,  Master  !6lood,  how's  this  P  Are  you  turned  Norfolk 
flqmri?,  and  keep  open  house  to  all  incomers  P" 

"  It  is  that  devil,  Oates !"  exclaimed  Blood.     ' 
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CHAPTER    XXXV.  ' 

.       -    i 
THB  SSCAPADS. 

*^A9"  the  colonel  prondunced  the  "vrords,  the  worthy  thus 
•wnounced  thrast  open  the  door,  and  stepped  hesitatingly  in. 
Mervyn  shrank  back  Sjghast ;  even  Blood  glared  at  him  like 
ft  .'wild  beast  surprised  in  his  den,  and  Claude  stepped  before 
the  ecclesiastic,  as  if  to  conceal  him :  but  the  latter  would  not 
sandaon  this  manoeuvre ;  he  turned  Duval  gently  aside,  and 
ixmfronted  Oates  with  a  sternness  and  majesty  of  look  and 
iuknner  which,  for  the  moment,  abashed  even  his  tried  im« 
pidence*  They  looked  at  each  other  in  silence  for  several 
moments. 

"Loard  be  mardful  to  us  poor  wayfarers!"  exclaimed 
Oates,  at  last.  "  Here's  a  pretty  kettle  of  fish !  who'ad  a 
thought  to  meet  such  worshipful  gentry  here !  So,  so,  Mr. 
Mood,  have  ya  turned  priest-hider  P  Gock !  there  be  more 
cod  to  catch  than  I  have  net  to  carry ! — ^But  that  I  should 
find  a  popish  sarpi^t  in  a  true-blue  protestant  hole.  I 
thought  only  to  have  found  you  and  the  urchin,  Colonel 
Blood  I" 

"  What  mean  you,  villain  I "  exclaimed  the  colonel.  "  Speak 
quickly  and  begone  I  By  Heaven,  I  know  not  what  hinders 
me  &om  doin^  the  hangman's  business  on  thee ! " 

"Nay,  brother,  I  mean  no  harm  to  you — else  I  had  brought 
my  company  in  at  the  onset,"  replied  Oates,  with  remarkable 
coolness.  "  I  only  want  the  kid — do  you  understand  P  And 
aince  accident  has  conferred  a  pleasure  which  all  our  diligence 
could  not  compass,  this  reverend  gentleman  and  popish  nigh- 
wayman  must  nonour  us  with  their  socieiy.  Ay,  stare  as  you 
will — ^I  say,  must !  'Tis  a  shame  you  should  live  longer  at 
your  own  expense,  for  the  government  hath  provided  lodgings 
for  gents  of  your  degree  in  Newgate  and  the  Tower." 

**  xou  are  mad,  tnbune — you  are  mad !"  said  Blood.  "  See 
you  not  you  are  in  my  power  P  Were  these  gentlemen  my 
bitterest  enemies — and  they  are  my  very  g(XMi  friends — L 
would  hold  them  safe,  though  my  own  life  paid  the  price." 

**  Pooh,  pooh,  I  run  no  risk ;  I  know  what  I  am  about," 
repHed  Oates.  "  Assist  me,  and  we  will  share  the  reward 
like  brothers.  A  hundred  guineas  on  Claude,  in  the  JSiie  and 
Cfy-'^BS  much  on  this  young  homicide— two  hundred  moi- 
dores  offered  by  parliament  on  the  Jesuit,  dead  or  alive  I  You 
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know  ]iim  noi^  Blood  l**«'ti0  the  a»^«pk>iter,  Yaa  Htff sman, 
chief  of  that  horrible  oonsnlt  held  at  the  White  Horse  tavern, 
about  killing  Mr  moat  saoeied  maj-^--^" 

''  Look  ye,  dog^  TiaiiiBh  !-*<or  thou  art  on.  the  wa^  to  pei30hv 
thy  damnable  wages/*  aaid  Olaiidfe^  kvcllfAgrhiB  pistok  at  ih0 
villain's  head.     -  .  i 

"Peace,  Gkuzde,  peiile4^   ssid^  T%3i  Huysmaft,  ealMiy. 
"  Against  a  sin^  iniM>**K)f>d»viW^lgaow«n!otwhidli''  m^iftiXA 
jso^Sma^^    Ya%  Oaies,  1  ami  he  fbr  whcm  •  ye« '  tilBi>«  Ht^ 
Vaa^igraiuuLl    Wxetohl  and. do  jofo.  tt^nude^ Mete iim^ 
who.hare  not  feaud  jio«»  GodJ^    SMmeat»; thait.atiile'iirttf^litti 
paradise  of  iBoiooeBeel    Jadasi  thai- oetrayed  ^«^  di-^fitel^ 
xea,  I.asa  he  whotiBsajppoiated  the  beaefinoknt  isirtiMrtidlidf 
duuioe^  and.  saved  thee  nom  death  in.  tba  fleshy  only  that>tftMMU- 
nufihtst  addere  thine  owii.etenud  min,  and  that  orthia  knredr 
aod  m^cartanate  ohiLi ! " 

During  this  inyective,  Oates's  eye  snnk,  he  looked  ettrfnittjir 
a&ditresoluto,  asd  kept  kiiawing  his  UDder  %^ 

'<  Oyj  oTi  yea,  yes^"  W.Teptied,  huniedXy, ''  yoaana^cailno 
ungrateful,  about  that  pressrrai.  tool  The  liOard  rcsagmd? 
m&  for  ft  great  woork ;.  he  msde  the  stones  his  inefemmentt^ 
glory,  glory. !  Sut  111  bft  rereng^d^-^  will !— -Theeseeniblft 
pioatJ  Eeinember  how  yo«. treated  me  at  St.  Oinerl  tmade 
me  sit  at  a  table  by  myself  aa  if  I.  had.  the  ptague^  Fll  ber 
reyenged.  I  haye  a  warrant  in  my  pocket  to  acMet  afl. 
Jesuitsi  popiah/rogaes»..wbBife nott  ril  db't — ^it-s  oobm albout 
now!" 

*' As  3rou  shall  find^  Maateri  Oates  !'*  said  Ohusbdes  y«k»». 
meoily.  '^  W&  ara  four,  to  onm ;  azkL  L  do  feel  well  .xaelined 
to  pay  off  an  old  soose,^ by  signing-  thee  a.  pasq^Hsrt. direet'tor 
1ike£endl" 

''Naw,  naw,  mounseer*  y'are  ouLy  four  to- forty,"  nSfd- 
Qates,  .steadily.  "  Ya  da  not.  think  I.  am  fool  enough  to  tmst^ 
myself  in  the  whale'a  jawa  withont  a,  harpooB'--4ike  HesMd 
Jonas?  The  house  is  sniraiiaded,.gentiemcor-*ft.whiBtieof 
mine  brxDcsi  in.  a  boat's  orew^  of  muuceteera-who  wait  beiow. 
Tou  are  landlocked,  toof  nesistance  is  int  yain«  I  hafret 
choked  the  sentmers-  horn,  with  silver,  but  I  come  to  offor 
you  terms.  Blood,  hear  me,''  he  continued,  olutdiia^  tiia^ 
coloners  arm,  and  speaking  in  a  low  fiendish  whisper,  ''iiady 
Howard  has  offered  me  four  thousand  pounds  to  bring  thia 
younker  to  the  gibbet,  .and  you  shall  mger  a  cool  thousand 
— ehP" 

'*Epur  thousand  pounda!  good,  exceiknt,  unparaileied 
murderess!"  exclaimed  Blood.  "Four  thousand  pounds! 
why  the  fiend !  she  only  offered  me  a  thousand  if  I  would  do 


it»  >«b€  wHk  mY  owuhmd.  too  1  And  m&  X  a6wismkaft3aBupBP 
T^ain  thaa  this  toad  of  the  devil's  spawning  Fi  By^,kel^m»'r 
r'U  have  it  all ;  no  one  dbnllitomttk* bin  hakxo^mKl  i^ll.die 
8«^^e»l  look  to  itj  Oa4)c»  I  Jifnhe^  yonnuifi  OK.tiie  ivt^mt 
iw^siUti^  oiV'*<u>^oiirJli&  isriih^daiigm !"  . 
.  *'  I  can't'  believe  you  ore  sueh  a  noodle ! — ^whatti  rirtiieiis 
eoi^mU'-km^  tboiisaad/tliett^  "  eKoiairaed.€iubM  .^  Bark  t 
i3Q^rTi^fm-x(»imiptAiimi^  apdibatteftatitkedflOR^* 

^'ijTPli«f»>t]M3rina|?  aattor  long,  enough,. devil i"  esdaimed 
ISd^Qfivnjaiiyj^nteein^ibe  a^partment,  whanoe^he  luuLvaBishedlei* 
a.|i^Bai«it>in.th0aoi^a4iOA^witfaontbfiiBe<^^  ^Thoia 

dpc^ra^ar^  tuipiafaraas  njiainst.eva^hing  onk  adtiikry ;  Llunna- 
bi4tiMl  tbeooa!  Ooiivay^if  y-e  ajra  Bftensl.  The  haek  waip-;  th» 
gfijinieQ !  'Tia  for  our  hves !"  Then  Binddfiiily  leaping  on 
(^^^  heakrnek  him  in  tho  an»  in  time  to  difldmrge  hia 
pistola  apwards»  instead  of  at  himfielf--<tihe  ongimd  aim*  In 
a!B|flf|Wf»t  daude  was  upon  him,  dashed  away.uie  pistols^and 
struck  hint  a  ti!«mendous  blow  ynih  ike  'bH^-eaidss  Oaies 
ftjy^  vrdlttg-  murther !.  wi]th:  all  his-  might,  but  Blood  hit  him 
atioww  sererft  blow,  which  seeDsed  to  quiet  him.  He  was 
about  to  fijtanke  a  third,  which  would  have  effeetnally  mlenced. 
him,  whm  Van  Huysmau  anmisted  his  arm. 

''Spare him-— yezkffeanoe  is  His !"  he  exebumed.  " Leavi» 
him  to  repentance,  if  it  may  be !  Have  yon  any  way  of  fli^t^ 
aft  M^arrm.  seems  to  say  F    If  so,  let  us  begme  instantly  1" 

''Hark,  below!"  exclaimed  Claude.  A*  low  uproar  of 
Toices,  and  heavy  blows  at  the  portal,  rang  up  the  corridor. 

Blood  seised  a.  torch,  and,  pistol  in  hand,  opened  the  door 
of  that  mysterious  staircase,  down  which  Mervyn  had  so  often 
l<mg^>  to  peDuatcate.  He  bolted  the  door  aftev  them  to  delay 
pursuit,  and  took  the  same  precautions  with  three  others  in 
sfi^aesBicm  which  they  encountered.  They  traversed  a  suite 
of  deserted .  and  mouilderine  chambers,  descended;  another 
flight  o£  stairs,  and  found  themselves  in  a  hall  which  termi*^ 
nated.bT  a  ruined  portieo  on  the  garden. 

Blooa  hastily  extinguished  the  torch,  and  moticEnod  them 
iOk  halt  for  a  moment  in^  the  shadbw?  of  the  portico.  The 
ruined  garden  lay  before  them,  with  its  broken  statues  and 
we6d<^vBrgBQiwu  terraces.  It.  was  a  bitter  ni^it,  and  tiiough 
the  moon,  shone  with  great  bnlliaaay,  the  snow  fell  in  svush 
thick  masses  that  even  the  colonel's  expert  ^e  waa  pei^lexed^ 
He  listened  attentively,  and  for  a  moment  heaacd  no  sound  but 
the  crackling  of  the  frosty  trees.  But  suddenly  the  gleam  of 
a  partisan  caught  his  eye,,  and  he  counted  three  in  succession 
along  the  gar&n-wall,  on  the  exterior.  The  wall  at  the  end 
seemed,  however,  unguarded — probably  because  it  was  fenced 
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on  the  otbjer^ide  vUlia  deep  ditcb«  or  rather. sewer,  floirpg 
into  the  Thames. 

Blood  saw  there  was  but  oae  cowwe,  and  he  took  it  in- 
stantly^ Hptk)niqg  his  companions  to  imitate  his  moTements^ 
he  couched  down  on  all  fovirs^  and  stole  cautiously  aJbng  the 
edge  of  the  wiall,  his  hands  and  feet  sinking  deep  in  Iji^e  enqw. 
In  this  fashion  they  came  to  the  end  of  the  garaen>  fctt*^  j^^ 'jtras 
impossible  to  cross,  the  open- ground  without  s^trac^^w^V^^ 
observation  of  a  sentinel  who  had  perched  himsejf  pn^a  fa:o1^4 
pedestal  at  the  gate.  The  wind  was  rexj.  higlC. ana;^lew 
JBlood's  hat  off  into  some  bushes,  but  he  da^d  ikot  otterupi.to 
follow  it.  It  was  evident  that  the  report  of  the  pistollifLq^nQ^ 
reached  the  ear  of  these  soldiers^-probably  deadeneii  bjr  fHp 
massive  walls  which  intervened,  and  the  noise  pf  the!  iav,eg^  ' 

The  fugitives  now  paused  at  a  signal  from  the  colon^^i  ai 
couching  like  so  many  monstrous  &ogs.  fie  th^n.r9f|^^ 
himself  cautiously,  and  whispering  to  Mervyn  that'hi^.  jip^j 
take  care  and  not  smother  in  the  ditch,  stooped  and  dp^jiipeo 
him  to  mount  the  wall  on  his  shoulders.  Mervyn  .ms4&^ 
bigp.  for  the  ecclesiastic  to  go  first,  but  Blood  gave  him  a  sh^ 
twitch,  and  muttering,  "I'll  be  the  last — he  is  s^e !**  tiie 
youth  dared  not  disobey  any  longer.  In  a  moment  he  was 
over  and  up  to  his  waist  in  a  ditch  of  black  and  fecule^  mud, 
with  the  slimy  timbers  of  a  ship-yard  before  him,  w)^ch 
looked  so  high  and  steep  that  the  worst  part  of  th^lc  task 
seemed  before  them.  /,rr  f 

.  Tan  Huysman,  aided  by  Claude,  followed  with  spmej^hat 
more  dif^ulty,  and  with  a  splash  which  seemed  to  attract  {he 
sentinel's  notice,  for  they  heard  one  call  out,  "  Comrade,  hear 
ye  that  ?"  Claude  almost  leaped  over  with  his  French  agi^y, 
and  Blood  followed.  "Ply,  fly ! — each  a  separate  way,?  ha 
exclaimed.  "  If  the  priest  returns  to  the  queen's  palace  he 
will  be  safey-Claude,  look  to  yourself-^MLervyn  and  1  will 
take  refuge  in  a  place  in  Shaawell*  Adieu,  aJll"  And.,lxe 
scrambled  up  the  timbers  of  the  ship-yard  with  the  agiHty  ,6( 
a  wild  cat,  -r   •)**;    - 

"Farewell,  my  child! — ^we  will  meet  again,"  said .^a?l 
Huysman.  ^  •    •  V'.  • 

"  EveiT  man  for  himself,"  muttered  Blood,  and  chitc|ung; 
Mervyn  from  Van  Huysman's  embrace,  he  ran  off, .  Claiade 
and  Van  Huysman  disappe^^red  in  another  direction^  andf  no{< 
before  it  was  time,  for  aU  Alsa^a  was  roused  by  the  xeport 
of  the  firearms.  The  Inar  with  the  horn,  afraid  that  his 
betrayal  would  be  discovered,  began  to  blow  lustily ;  shputy 
of,  "Help,  help]  a  baily,  a  ba3y!"rang  far  and  near-^ 
"  Sheriff's  officers,  sherifTs  pffiicers ! — Tipstaves,  tipstaves  I"  ^ 


\ 


^  Ttetttrntdt- was  ihcreiased  by  tkd  ioarse  feriymg  of  the  sen^. 
find.'s  horn ;  windows  opened  far  and  near ;  men  rushed  out 
with' naked  swords  and  musliets— women  with  slipvels,  fire- 
fblto,  01?  any  other  weapons  that  came  to  hand,  all  shouting 
aind  telling  in  the  direst  confusion.  Amidsrt  the  Uproar,  the 
banfeipts  fend  others  who  had  any  very  pepidiar  reason  for 
ay6iding  k  reiicounter  with  the  ministers  of  justice,  ran  des* 
pei^^Jy to  the  water*8  edge,  yelling,  "A  sculler,  a  sculler !— ^ 
teii'  ^iteite  for  a  boat,  a  boat!"  Numbers  of  small  boats 
ihststntly  J)Ut  off  to  the  rescue  of  these  unfortunate  individuals; 
but'bVerall  Blood's  terrible  voice  was  pre-eminent.  A  sculler 
appi^a<^ed,  rowed  by  a  gigantic  fellovV,  who,  however,  kept 
at  a  dautioils  distance  from  the  stairs,  calling  out,  **  Cash  first, 
caA'firstl— wont  be  diddled'!"  ^ 

^''Ay,"  'iis  the  only  friend  in  need!"  exclaimed  Blood, 
tOBS&g  a  moidore  into  the  fellow's  boat.  **Here,  here— 
anbiflieir  at  ShadweU  Lock."  ♦ 

l^e'BcuIler's  head  instantly  touched  the  stairs,  and  a  crowd 
of  miserable  fugitives  ihade  a  rush  to  enter  it.  But  the 
colonel  kpocked  them  down  right  and  left  with  his  bludgeon, 
threw  M^rvyn  in,  followed  himself,  and  instantly  pushed  oft', 
amidst  a  general  yell  of  despair  from  the  crowd.  But  the 
ooloners  heart  was  steeled  to  supplications,  and  he  laughed 
scornfully  as  every  stroke  of  the  oar  placed  them  at  a  greater 
distance. 

'*  The  birds  are  flown  for  whom  the  springe  is  set,**  he 
observed.  "  But  I'll  be  revenged  on  master  fowler  Oates 
some  day ! — Eogues!  I'll  warrant,  they'll  have  a  good  swiB 
at  laty  claret !" 

This  thought  seemed  to  be  very  bitter  to  him,  for  he  dwelt 
on  it  almost  till  they  reached  ShadweU,  which  they  soon 
accomplished,  as  botn  wind  and  tide  were  in  their  favour. 

Blood  dismissed  the  waterman  on  landing,  with  a  moidori^ 
Diore  than  his  fee,  to  secure  his  secrecy,  and  Mervyn  found 
himself  standing  on  a  stone  causeway  which  led  to  two  or 
thr^  straggling  houses.  ShadweU  at  that  period  was  a 
mean  viUage,  surrounded  by  marshy  fields,  and  principally 
tenanted  by  fishers,  and  men  who  picked  up  a  living  in  variou* 
ways  on  fiie  river.  Blood  led  the  way  up  a  narrow  miry 
lane,  and  paused  before  the  ruins  of  a  house,  which,  from  the 
black  and  crumbling  beams  visible  in  a  bright  moonlight,  had 
evidently  been  destroyed  by  fire.  To  Mervyn's  very  great 
surprise,  the  colonel  stooped  and  whistled  at  a  sort  of  trap- 
door, visible  amidst  the  heaps  of  faUen  rubbish  by  chinks  of 
light  aU  around  it,  which  Had  once  been  tbe  ccUar  of  the 
ruin.    TMs  whistle  was  answered  by  another,  to  which  Blood 
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again  replied  "in  a  very  pectiiiar  tone;  a  tioise  t^f  tmbamng 
was  heard,  the  trap^door  glided  back/ and  a  woman  appeared 
on  a  flight  of  stone  steps,  anxiously  shadin?  a  torch,  whidi 
she  carried  'so  as  to  throw  its  fiill  tight  on  me  visitor's  ^tce. 
She  was  a  tall  masculine  creature,  with  coarse  shaggv*  features, 
Terr  visible  tokens  of  a  beard,  and  an  arm  which,  oeing  bare 
to  the  elbow,  displayed  a  sinewy  strength  not  usually  apper- 
taining to  the  fair  sex.  

*'  In  the  devil*8name !  who, — ^^hat— ^why  P"  waiihei/bn»Aie 
but  ezpresaive  address. 

"By  the  Lord  Harry !  but  I  should  know  *that '  voiee," 
exclaimed  the  colonel,  examining  the  Amaeonian  atteutlv^. 
t'Agad!  but  can  it  beP  Yes,  it  is — and  y<^t  no,  >lt  <u 
imiMjssible !  Why,  Tom  Hunt,  Tom  Huntj^have  you  •foftroffc- 
tenmeP"  J    -'^ 

-  '*  Adzooks  i  what — ^by  daggers  and  pistols,  the  great  c(Sicn}M 
himself!*'  exclaimed  the  seemmg  lady,  rushing  up  and  gitihg 
Blood  A  -hug  which  almo&t  made  mm  cry  mercy.  '^'Ofd's 
bodikins  and  tripe! — ^why,  eolonel,  colonel,  if  you imt  ag 
w^conte  aa  Easter  offermgs  to  a  ttaired  eurate,  nang  me-^ 
that* 8  all !  HoUo,  boys,  hc^o,  below  there,-^tke  «oloneL  the 
«6k)ueir 

This. glaJcUKwe  shout  seesiedto  break  a  yelfing  chorus  lof 
tome  stiiaage  melody  which  resounded  fifom'the  loeUar  btibow. 
There  was  a  dead  suence,  and  then  a  voice  shouted,  '''•IjaKy, 
Moll,  Moll !  what's  the  blare  P    Are  tiie  hookers  ther^I^" 

''*  Vo,'  no,  boys ; '  all  sound  as  Paul's  steepls-^the  ^sohnid  ii 
43ome  to>«ee  us  V  retariued  tlie  Amazoa.  '  -  ^ 

"  Whom  have  you  below.  Hunt  P"  said  Blood. 
.  '<Oh»oisly.te  gioig-^srrot,  Oaptain  Mason,  Oat^S&s, 
Bumsey,  and  «iie  or*  two -Other  right-down  devil-bknsonis,'' 
replied  the  disgussed  ttrffiasu  *' All's  sitfe  as  one  t>'dodr  tm  a 
frosty  morning  wheii:the'irtftch  is  asle^'  Ccstie  tebwu,  ^eome 
down,  worthy  colonel.    But  what's  the  gqueakerf "         '  . , 

"  The  young  usefil  of  whou  I  spoke,"  Tcj^ed  ite  cokmeL 
*'  Never  mijid  poroBinf  him  now.  Hunt ;  hie  is  in  tiie  bhodi  as 
yet.  Lead  the  way— %Tit  iuMr,'.in  the  n^xo^s  . name /btelM; 
cttve  you  in.  such  a  trau P"  /  ^"-'^ 

*'  Oh,  it's  all  about  that  m^easani  business  of  the  'Afien- 
eate  miser-— that  fool,  Eed^fose,  knocked  Sum  on  tiie%md 
tor  squeakbg,  you  know,"  said  7<«&,  with  a  grin.  "Bill;  iee 
how  1  can  put  it  on !  Gome  gestlemen — ^this  way,  gentlemen  1 
La,  an'tyou  welcome  though— la,  thoimh !" 

And  imitating  the  mincing  step  or  a  ohaaabermaid,  the 
Amazon  guided  them  down  a  flight  of  stone  steps,  liome  of 
which  were  very  loose,  iuto  the  haunt  below. 


Tim  zacAj^^t.  ^ 

.  .Jss  they 'de3c&Med,  Mervynrfonned  a  dearer  nition  6f  Ihe 
«odety  in  wliicli  he  was  to  aiingle.  It  was  in  a  large  cellar, 
jeyideaiiy  once  inusenB  a  marine  warelionse,  the  w;ails  bare, 
Jblacky  and  dripping  with^  dampj  'all^ough  there  was  an 
enormous  searcoal  mre  blazing.  Seyeral  rough-Hewn  tables, 
'chairs,  and  stools,  were  the  only  furniture,  and  a  motley 
^colleclion  of  men  and  women  were  engaged  playing  at  dice, 
drinking,  swearing,  and  smoking  m  a  kind  of  brown  mist,  tl^ 
^^-HfliiatinnH  of  which  almost  choked  Mervyn.  The  dresses  (k 
these  gentry  were  as  Tsrious  and  incongruous  as  possible  *; 
'«;aitt8^W0re. the  Tidiest  vdvets,  tricked  out  in  all  the  flashy 
jfinesry  lof  the  day;  others  were  in  rags  and  tatters:' but ^ 
perlect  equality  seemedixyTeign  amo!Dg  them. 
..,  3l0od's  appearance  attracted  immecuate attention;  and hd 
.sooner  w«s  ne  recognbed,  than -a  Idod,  l^ng*  and  iroe^SerottB 
.ij^tii^iEeirted  the  ddi^t  and  enthusiasm  of  the  company. 
tEba  colonel  received  these  honours  with  the  calm  indifiPermice 
of  one  accustomed  to  them,  shook  hands  with  some  feW)  abd 
asspmed  to  the  whole  band  a  tone  of  mastery  and  chieftainship 
^idUch  seemed  implicitly  admitted. 

"Well,  gentlemen,"  he-saidrtw  soon  as  the  first  uproar 

had  subsided,  "  thanks  for  your  kind  reception,  which  must 

.  needs  be  disinterested  enough,  for  here  is  my  purse"  (and  he 

.threw  an  empty  one  on  the  table).    "  Bcrys,  I  must  have  this 

£lled  again^ — ^they  have  hunted  me  out  or  Alsatia — ^meand  my 

soiBr-but,  'sdeath,  they  shall  find  they  had  better  not !" 

'    *^X  have  only  a  moidore,   bat   tbat  is   yours,  snUz^d 

colonel,"  ezdaiEoed  Tom  Bkntk  '^Pilh!  the  fiend  take it/I 

hKf%  ODiytiie  ducnge -of  one.    il'gave-Beven  shiBings  tos 

,  jpafchmania  Iet<Psrrdt  loose.*' 

**  And  so  he  did;  •  Jank  Pjorot isisK^t  theinsai  to  foTgortit,''' 
«iad  a  loBj^  lean  individual- near  a  wooden  boT^l,  the  ooiiteixtB 
jof  which  £e  sensed  isomevdict  the  better  for. 

*^  All  we  have  is  yours,  colonel,"  shouted  snoiher  rctffian. 
.''.iJDE  cntr. ike  Tascal'S  wizen  Ihat  says  you  nay,  even  if  you 
'vntntthe-skin  from  his  badk !" 

'.   This'  threat,  or  perhaps  jBome  x>&er  .motivej  ihstanily^pro- 
linceda  display  of  iRines. 

. ..  :.**  jSToi  jko,  .comsades !  Tom  "Blood  'is  not  the  man  totdce 
>dbK^ty,  «ven  from  the  men  he  has  -made,"  erdaimod  ihat 
.  worthy.  *'  So  long  as  the  world  produces  fools  to  sow,  these 
•viUlie  wise  men  to  reap;  andtkeete  pistols  of  mine  shaU 
yield  me  as  good  a  rental  as  the  Nearest  estate  inJSnglandr^ 
ao-poekiet  your  parses  again.'" 

"We  must  to  the  old  ^wr^ect,  -  colonel.  I  am  6ure'*t& 
almost  TOtten-ripe/'  ^aid  Tom  Hunt,  with^i  sly  look. 
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is  desperate  he  should  be  merry,  h&Tinf^^Ao^km^  toiifeac/^  „^'>7 
'  WkMB^  il€r^^^gftettii««iil«dltbei2£3«teut,  Mid  a-mul  of  iMndMl^ 
handed  to  each ;  after  which,  at  Blood's  repealed  xgi 


(M^g^waBitesDaiiied^^Ofll  Stt4t  lelidBpafit  effi  imd  iheiBBt^sSBhs 
iof/a^^Mstei^^m  ehiiMntt/  rWh  dckldifegfiu 

]!io(x3«ffi«Dflv^r8Mj|oiibeefli&&'the<>M  ::.ir//  ** 

>  Mer?yi^  'iO{niif(^-thi^«iporifib  istflutece:  o^  the  deone  alk 
xno^here  into  which  he  had  entered  from  the  firesh  ccMwtf? 
of  ti£d  riv&r,  t^^  notided  in  hit  ohiiir^  This  waSj(d>aerTe&'by 
Parrot,  who  had  paid  him  considerable  attention,  and^^ija^^ 
^i^din^  his:  cloak  oa  a  beiu^  he  ismtedhim  te  JrifClte. 
Thiis  mvita^n  was  esgerfy  accepted,  and  isx  a  &w 
lilTervyn' was  insengible  eren  to  ti^  noise  and  tumiiU; 
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-  ^HK  hours  elapsed  ere  Mermi  woke  from  .has  -dec^ 
admiftber  of  eih^nstion,  and  when  he  did,  the  mosoimg^gphil 
¥^  Btreaming  in  through  the  cracks  in  tiie  trapdooraiivw 
The  noisy  company  haa,  however,  all  departed,  and  .a^ 
Blood  remained^  who  was  anxiously  superintending  a  Btei^=«9 
it  broiled  on  th6  hot  embers.  Mervyn  felt  feeble  and  giddy, 
and  went  to  seat  hinsself  by  the  fire,  shiremg  tatiusr  i&soi 
illness  l^iah  oold*  -jl.h 

^  How  pale  thou  iurt,  ^sliild !"  said  the cokmel,  in  iL  kmdtene; 
^  Courage  !-^ortUnd  must  be  nigh  weajry  of  makijyMJM^ 
^tbidk^  a2id%he  terge  of  ill  is  the  brink  of  good.  WeiiiU 
not  rest  ^wed  up  in  tiiis  cellar ;  for  thou  wiS:  wither  ^^« 
rose,  depriyed  of  light.  s&A*  it  like  ihee^  we  wiil  ^oiuK  ^wuA 
^Joy  tms  bright  mbming  on  the  water,  when  we  hof  e-bitolten 
our  fkston  acoHop  an>dt#toupof  ale/'    .•  roior 

V  ~^  Bttt  shaQ  we  not  be  punraed  andeaught  by  tkoae  Uood^ 
h(!mndsP"  said  Mervyn,  todly^  .:  t/: ' 

'  **  Troth,  no,  if  my  pi:ojej<M;molfk  good,"  replied  idie  eok>tiiiL 
**Bat  w#  must  forto^  m  ^dis^^tkM/  Thou  art  so  &i^.juid 
beardless  a  youngster,  that  1  intend  thee  to  passitfortti 
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o£  idisinitT-^not  the  ifirtti,^roi£  jn.duiiB^'^  oknihibgi  M^^myn I 

will  (mWiiiko  WtpStoiBi":  ■?;;.(  ,"'-n\jjcr  Ml*  t.'ih.f:-  n,5  .,,  ,n     .,  ./,  i 

^aak \fiik' tloBB  iatb . a  ^ood  h«rb(ntr,"  ctaidiiBlwMb  m!Vkiiiiiglyi>r 
**  What  thinkr  voui '  ^T*  '^  ^  0^^'  joU) A  jnjO^-veffig^  luader: 
tii0^fler  iiibisKeTBMof.iish^  -law  itelCff— a*  lodging  la  liie 

Z^*'^  caa.  get  my  board  too  at  Newgato^"  vc^diedMervyiH 
^b^medl^k.  ■■    X. 

v'f^lBnt  as  a  prisoneiv* 410W  Imean  jouto  be.  a  guest,"  aaid 
Stood,  s  ^  Yon  most  needs  thmk,  Meryrn^  l^t  as  a  fatb^*  I 
iBb.gaiByed.to  see  thee  thrown  jvmoi^  the  TiUanons  men  mih 
whont  mj  persecnting  fortune  herds  me  P  Well,  I  havQ^nif 
ancient  mend  who  is  marshal  of  tho  of  one  of  the  Tower 
wards,  and  who,  for  the  love  he  bears  me,  will  give  you 
secret  entertainment  till  this  stown  blows  over.  Gates  wiU 
never  think  to  look  for  thee  there,  no  more  than  a  cat 
would  expect  a  mouse  to  nestle  in  her  fur.  At  all  events 
we  will  to  the  Tower  to-day,  for  1^  heaven !  the  most 
dangerous  spots  in  England  are  now  the  safest  for  us !" 

l%ere  was  a  desperate  energy  in  Blood's  tones  which  struck 
ibeijanHk  as  rather  superfluous,  but  there  waa  somethkig 
idij&JammE  in  tiie  idea  of  quitting  the  ruffianly  sociel^ 
]B7<sfiia[eift  he  had  iatety  fiungled,  iha^  he  did  not  v.entur^ 
to  analyse  the  hesitation  with  which  he  replied  to  this  £ne 
firqjeeti 

.  V  **  Agad,  boy,  you  shall  understandme  better  than  hitherto  !•* 
eawtiirtTied  the  coloinel.  ^'I  have.  but. showed  thee  ih^  dartc 
side  of  my  character,  but  there  are  lights  iipi  it,:to0f  .  iDes? 
panto. aa  I  am*  hunted  by  men's  detwtjpniand-hatQ.even 
t».(deatli».X.will  show  thee  how  brave  men  take  fortune's 
kieks'^ven  with  a  smile  I  I  will  have  my  jest  ithougb  I  dis 
«x^th-that  is,  if  Hunt  can  ^et  the  disguises;  if  jiot,  we  ^luat 
Mnr  hesK,  ami  die  like  rats  in  a  morticed  hole."* 
j'iKtSat  what  jest  dp-  your  spei^  of,  colonel  P  Alas !  yoiur 
jokes  in  general  wring  blood,  iK)t.laii^ter,"  said  Mervyn.  • 
\>>W^do  you  notcallme  fififteivboy  P"  said  Blood,  sternly, 
'*  Methinks  I  have  done  enough..t<>  4e,9«rve  it,  even  if  nature 
had  not  oonferred  it.  But  ftfur .  hot,  Meryyn*— this  joke  shall 
beaHlaiu^hter  and  no  hania^,. unless  men  split  theur  sides  to 
heir;itt^"  ;•....♦  . 


*'  But  wkat.u  tbu  joke  F^-Kua  irliomi  isitixKbeplorcd  P"  xe- 

'^  It  is  to  serre  m  a  jueizj'  prologaa  to  joorrnitarodactiaa  in 
itud  Tower,"  said  Btood,  with . iwwnin g  oanievinew.  "  Bxit  I 
doubt  if  tJie  diaguisas  caa  be  procured  ^  «ar  wm^:'    . 

'^AlTs  Ti^t,nliiB^jagLt,MoaomB  cokauel!  tieiie  tkey^AteT 
interrupted  a  loud  Toice,  aiia  a  bundle  rolled  at  tk«ir.$eet».ibi- 


ioii»d  by  Tom  Huat^  still  m  Im  :«DiBan'a|;atb,.a»difir]fl]gBag 
iiiarxilya8.Aeiksa6aded.  •    -  f.-,^, 

.  ''TbedisguiMs,  Tom  r  said  ibecetonel,i|aie%  'W«fi, 
well,. don't  open  it  yc1r*-^e  'sfceak  isdoiWy  jmd,  witjx  a.  iSnr 
mugs  of  your  best  aqua  vits&to  wasli  it  down,  we  will  tak^ju 
|mv«nder  £iM!  XMir  fiotacprise."  ■ 

**  But  this  jest— what  is  it  P"  insisted  Mervyn*  with-ffzi^xsr 
JinokmtafY  fettixtg  of.diitrust. 

"  Welly  boy^  as  I  was  teUiag  tfawe  ndnn  Ihis  sough  wm^ 
hteke  in  upon  os/'^aoid  Blood,  quietly  liflwg  his  imsjaifg 
mbaeik  from  the  embgs  ■  **  What  was.  1  saying-  P-«tgMMiB. far 
moniiis  ag[<ae«-«Ha7«  you  mewBC  a  wodeii  pttottexv-HimtK-irl 
iREas  vhattmg  wiiiis^aLd'acfaof^elloWf^lIj.  EdwBEds,^!^ 
fLommtt  about  the  £»&im»  of  ?3af.Ii£ei,  or.istfaar  -misfiDStpMs, 
lUuL  I  was^  sanBthiaur  einit^yrboasting  of  the-  auuy  dimpiiow 
J  lud iu«iB>edr«lw  J  «»]dd»ei»»4n7.'Bi«.,toeaS£)i 
tisioB  in  the  Mme.iLoor.  Whiamaipaii^M,  ^TaOwt  siddi&at  jid 
xuan  that  had  4aB«e»civxner«ad»he«xdin|yT<noe,«BdU^ 
iake  me  Jigau^  theugh  iui  ^^aneaat  ;«&  ass  jas  .ftiiaam%>  liiTo 
idiioh  I  .swore-faiBiKlyTthnt J,«onld  .ooeeii^iin, -Guja-whet^B 
ho  tliou^t  himself-— oBid  Hieseimon  we  wagerod  a  «ii|nar.|nd 
fttmsiias  1x>  Jbe  flsUai;  aadvdnnyc'.byras^nHQj  fiaanda  aa^Vapidd 
Imng^withaWy'poofidod'myBelf'W^  ,  ^. . 

"  Excellent,  excellent  1"  said  Hunt,  rubbing  his  ha]idB3<'y- 
^fofly. 

^' Well,  .taamHBe  mys^  earan  ki'.thesfr latfeggeat distmageB 
^  mind,"  contittiied  JUood,  ^Ximt  :jaiiy  ^psofeet  in/«EeacdMii. 
ldigguised.me.as:».doetor  of  dirin^^F-^oa.do  xvmcttbars 
Mgiryji,h9«r  cit  ivod  in  wiiat  ateQgeH^ui»/Ivleft.5!Qdjn 
♦WhitefriareP" 

"  About  a  fbxtB%ht«igo<---!I^]iii!H]Ba^  bnniy  is.idu|Bi|B- 
1^1%  adulterated  with  ;water ;  ftiaBnooghio  dsoui  tiiyr^mt- 
ner !•— nay,  not  «o  long  ago-^I' wvoatito  uie  Tofwenin  tihafc'JM- 
fniiae»  witii.  a  wigoann  whSxa  iior  the  moaice  I  called  .mr  wife, 
mftder  pretext  of  seeing  the  .enxiosities. .  T^  •pkAAooLmfT' 
velloQsly«  Edwards  liAd  no  mare  .Tecognitaan  «f  nus.ijhia 
Adam.  While  we  wave  loo^g  at  son^jof  the  toys  there,  my 
wife  feigned  to  hare  a  qualm  in  her  stomach,  andXfsayed.  w 
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xAAeea^emsti  tosentl  fcfr  votoe'^Bpirits,  iiitendiag  to  niakeft 
jollScation  and  discorery.  But  xmfutixtBAttffy'^mAe  s^naxgerB 
came  in,  and  I  was  obliged  to  ^eftr  mr  explanation.  Old 
mother  Edwards  was  very  citil^to  my  wifeyCtnd  inyited  -her  to 
repose  on  a  bed' upstairs,  so  that  i?^hM  we  parted  it  was  with 
every  mark  of  civifity  ^and  mntaal  gccKi-will.  !Ilus  good  sno- 
fwas'  put  it  into  my  head  to  carry  tne  joke  out.  A  few  days 
i^fter,'!  w*nt  with  a  present  of  four  pair  of  ISiebest  whito 
.AQC^d  gloves  £NHn  my  wife,  with  her  grateM  eomplimentB. 
'±t' short,  being  well  entertained,  I  repeated  my  visits  without 
N(lb<x>venng'm;^]f';  so  that  at  laMt  the  old  maai  took  me  in  so 
libtii  .friendidup,  that  having  a  son,  who  was 'daily  expected 
Ixome  from  sea,  and  who  wanted  -a  w^,  he  propped  to  me^ 
if  rhad  a  daughter,  to  make  a  match  between  theiamilies.  I 
.was  foolish  enough  to  pretend  I- had  one — a  fair  likely  wemekt 
'%it£^  n  good  tfro  hundred  pound  for  fortune,  left  by  Bcmft 
*  graildame.  To  make  a  long  storv  short,  we  fiiUy  agreed  tipecL 
a  matdi  betweenihe  young  people,  and'^in  token  ishereof  ealkd 
ineh  other  brothers.  Yestermom  it  was  agreed  thtft  I  shovdd 
%ring  my  daughter  to  be  iiitroduoed  to  her  rektions  electa 
snd  1  at  first  thought  of  bribing  some  yonng  i^t  to  play  ikm 
part.  -But  on  ddliherate*advioe,  methinks  that  were  carryingthe 
roke  too  far,  to  show  them  a-  at-  ,«icha  body  as  a  dsRightei^ilip> 
w^}  so  rhav& determined  to  takse  you,  M«rvyn»  in  diaguiseu 
1!J%en  after  a  litt&&  becoming  mirth,  we  will  reveal  the  whdte 
'^hasd,  and  i^e  good  iiumour  Idierel^  engendewd^will  Jeat 
fbee  at  once  into  die  .good  graces  of  tiE^  honest  couple.  Wflt 
go,ladP'' 

^^H  !t  be,  asyou  say,  wsky  ahflimless  £»3(Iie,''rMid  MmrfifL, 
0QDiewhat  dubioufidy. 

'  i«<^t.^bi&,«what  ffwhen  iJie-imat^ectotel  pledges  his  im- 
/nartal  word 'tis  so  P"  «aid  T<nn  Hunt,  in  « lony  toi^^  '"'Ai 
iffi  events,  yoongster,  you  tcre  has  «ob,  md  ^ibedmiee  is  a  fiMal 
iluty.  But  howwiH  you  play  yonr  own-part,  child,  as  apuijr 
'tenpiarson'ii  daughter  P.  Canst  aoihie  tediously,- tttm  u^  thine 

ri  on  oceaflion,ieer  with  saBctify,  ^aadjiay  tiie  devil  with 
saintly  grimaees  of  the  pure  ovesP" 
''leaa  at  least  hold  w^  t<»igae-*«  virtue  whidi' may  be 
'practised  with  approbation  by  all  women,"  said  the  youtiw 
amilmg.    *']ii ah6rt,  Iwillbe  anylhittg,  or  €o  aniytbing,  to 
"te^wtpe  firam*  litis  dungeon." 

The  breakfast  was  soon  despatched,  and  they  proceeded  ip 
dress.  Mervyn's  tofM  was'eoon-eontpleted,  and  eUaborately 
'iSniiAked  off  by  Hunt,  who  boasted  of  his  skffl  in  female  hdbi^ 
fiments.  A  plain  looped  pettaeoat  -of  blown  staff  ceneealed 
lii»  nether  garments ;  neat  grey  stockings,  hlaek  buckles  and 
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high^lieekd  sfioes,  flnisli^d  Ms  lower  apparel.  Stays  of  SsA 
fawn-coloured  fiUk,  well  padded,  a  clear-starehed  coUqt,  ajtS.  a 
little  precise  coif,  beneath  whicli  his  dark  hair  clustered  in 
^ck  rings,  completed  his  garb.  Blood  put  himself  into,  hia 
£U8guise  a«  a  doctor  of  divinity ;  he  wore  aUttle  band>  a  Jo^^ 
fiilse  beard,  a  cap  with  ears,  everything  exieept  the  cpwu.  on- 
stead  of  which 'hd  had  abhuskcloak  of  capacious  wiath.  $|^ns 
equipped,  and  haying  made  some  agreement  witii,  Hi^i^ 
wnicn  Merryn  did  not  overhear,  they  sallied  boldly  %$]^ 
jfrom  their  subterraneous  hiding-place.        '  , . ./     , 

Blood  took  a  boat  directly,  and  ordering  the  wateriiiMi  to 
keep  on  the  Surrey  side  of  the  river,  and  not  to  hurry  mou. 
self;  they  sailed  merrily  out  on  the  bright  waves*  It  T^aa  a 
clear  frosty  morning,  and  the  keen  bri^t  air  braced  Jleryjgj^^ft 
nerves,  and  restored  the  roses  to  his  pale  cheeks.  Ba^^ 
wrapped  him  in  his  own  cloak,  and  reclimng  indolently  on  the 
prow,  seemed  lost  in  a  deep  and  gloomy  iheditation.  Mervyn 
was  rather  surprised  to  see  that  they  noated  past  the  Tower, 
and  that  Blood  gave  directions  to  land  them  at  Whitehidl- 
stairs ;  but  he  was  afraid  to  speak,  lest  he  might  attract  the 
waterman's  observation. 

They  landed  at  the  place  indicated,  and  walked  up  a  road 
which  led  to  Chelsea-fields.  Crossing  two  or  three  hedges^ 
they  reached  a  watering-place  for  cattle,  formed  by  a  very 
deep  pond  overhung  by  weeping  willows,  white  with  the 
morning  frost.  As  they  approached,  Mervyn  perceived  two 
or  three  horsemen  grouped  together,  and  handing  about  a 
large  tin  bottle,  to  which  each  in  turn  seemed  to  apply  his 
lips  with  great  devotion.  They  were  all  dressed  as  substan- 
tial puritsui  burghers  of  the  time— of  that  sober  class  which 
abhorred  all  court-fripperies,  as  so  many  lime-twi^s  set  by 
the  devil  to  ensnare  men's  souls.  One  of  mem  held  uierein  of 
an  unoccupied  horse,  of  powerful  make,  as  seemed  necessary, 
for  it  earned  both  a  saddle  and  a  pillion,  as  if  for  two  to  ricfe^ 

"Here  they  are,  notable  brethren  of  {the  faith.  Lord- 
seekers,  all !"  said  Blood,  laughingly.  |**  Look — ^know  you  no^ 
Hunt  P — ^By'r  lady !  he  looks  the  surly  covenanting  knave^ 
better  than  the  dimpled  wench  of  a  hostelry. — Ho,  Parrot,  all 
rightP** 

"  As  Paul's  clock,  when  it  isn't  wrong,"  replied  that  gen- 
tleman. Mervyn  looked  in  mute  surprise  at  the  oolong  for 
an  explanation. 

**  On,  it  is  as  Parrot  says,  all  right,"  he  said,  carelessly* 
'♦•To  horse,  Mervyn  !~I  sent  a  message  in  the  early  morning 
to  Edwards,  teUing  him  I  meant  to  bring  my  daughter  and 
some  of  my  friendb  with  me  to  see  the  Tower,  and,  as  I  have 
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]!;iade.  such  visits   ere'  noir  profitable  tp  hiija,  i^^  Kaa  na 
gaiinsay."       ..     .    '  '     '     ,   .      "^     '     V,    ,    ■.-  '  .J,,      ' 

Though  not  thoroughly  Batisfled,  with  thi^  eyplanatioui 
M^rvyh  could   offer   uo,  objection,,  and  31p,od,    l^Bighing 
ib^sely,  lifted  him  on  the  pL[lioa,.wh^re  ^e  s^ti.sideTray?  like 
a'ybrfian.    Blood  then  vaulted  on't^efore.liiin,.^i^d,igivmg^ 
horad  a  switch,  the  whole  oavalcj^e  set.oflil  at'a,^ober  pace  tQ 

jiiig,' oy^r  a  succession  of  fields  jgiql  Biarshlamd,  on  & 
w^M.j  X  lide  road,  which,  however,  was  luctilyjiatrd  frozen,  they 
entered  the  Mall,  and  so  to  Charing-cro^s. .  As  diey  jogged 
ihjTjK^rvyu  could  not  help  remarMng  the  different  styles  in. 
traifeh  they  were  treated  by  the  different  classes  of  men  they 
^dbiint^ped,  which  might  have  served  as  an  illustration  of 
flhc)^  (iiniictlng  temper  of  the  nation  at  the  period.  The  men 
mjplmnf  precise  garb — ^the  substantial  middle-class  burgher-r^ 
fifeated  %hem  with  respect ;  paid  princinally  to  the  puritanical 
eut  of:  Bipod's  coat,  which  mtimated  tnat  he  was  one  pf  th^ 
ejpell^d  nonconformist  clergy.  On  the  other  hand»  the  glifc- 
tbir^g  young  cavaliers,  whom  they  met  taking  their  morning 
fide  5i  all  the  pomp  of  velvet  and  embroidery,  never  failed  tOt. 
treat  them  with  some  satirical  observation,  some  tart  gibe, 
afid  often  studied  rudeness,  which  the  colonel  bore  with  shs^f- 
gttlar  patience  and  composure,  but  which  made  IVIervyn'*. 
Hood,  Doil.  The  observations  addressed  to  him  personally > 
"^re  such  as  frequently  tp  bring  the  blush  to  his  own  cheeks,, 
is  il  might  to  the  young  maiden's  he  personated;  but,Blooi, 
t$>o^  no  notice,  and  exljorted  him  to  do  the  same.  .  ^ 

^  '^  Why,  child,"  he  said,  "if  a  man  had  a  mind  to  piyiish 
a^^he  rogues  and  scoundrels  he  might  meet  in  this  age,  all 
iondon  would  go  to  bed  with  broken  bones ;  and,  if  he  kept 
a^  even-handed  justice,  himself  too." 

'  Se  then  gave  the  youth  some  instructions  as  to  Jiow  he  was 
to^.  behave  himself  m  his  assumed  eharacter,  find  Mervyu 
thou^t  he  dwelt  somewhat  superfluously  on  the  matter* 

*The  colonel  avoided  Eleet-street,  by  threading  a,  number 
erf  narrow  lanes  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  they  emerged. 
aS^'Iast  "in  Thames-street.  Thence  their  way  to  ih^  Towey  lay, 
ill"  a  long  straight  line  through  a  crowded,  populous,  an^. 
splendid  street,  by  no  means  resembling  the  Thames-street 
or^our  day,  where  commerce  has  usurped  the  place  of  fashion* 
Slood  seemed  desirous  of  shunning  observation,  and  rode  as^ 
fast  as  the  crowded  state  of  the  streets  allowed  him,  until 
they  suddenly  emerged  on  a  wild  broken  land,  strewed  with » 
&  few  neglected  gardens,  which  bordered  the  Tower  moat. 
The  battlemented  rampart  and  toajy  towers  streaming  with 


adnuration,  az^  elicited  an  exiDla,iiia4iQa  of  deligkt  fromf-iaau 
But  tkecoloiiel  suddenly  ebeokod  bia  li!CaE»«^iiad4Hi!nii]]^^^^ 
a  &ee  deeply^  &6]iedr-*>' Why^  how  nov^  uxehis/'  Im  4^%^^ 
dmmedt;  "-v^Mdath^  &md.  aii^  tliee:P"  B^  8pok&fvn^isgdi» 
a^pertlnr,  ai^d  ^rmsL  ficneoaiieaa  of  ^oa%  thafc  M<»?>vyn  vmifSbm^. 
jn^  F9p]^»  After  &<  moBieBifc'a  oeagidemtra^  Bkad  4a^M^ 
hia.  <x>mpaiuo]i8>  and  said  they  would  nde  to  ti^se  Jxim^Siiii^^ 
whene  he  waa  knowu*^  Thfif  joggod  -oa.iU;  ai  slow.ji^aoe^fttog'' 
the  shape  of  Uie  jdTar,  whi^h  thea  oenfflated-of  &. raised  omojm^ 
way  in  a>  Teij  ui^leated  state,  and.  rmned  v«p  their*  tjudfi^ 
horses  at  kat  Bnd^  the  fcowoing  battl«Be»to/  oi  the^^ibm 
Gate.  T  .Tr.'.- 

A  warder  eame  forward;  and  reajgeetfully  greeted  ^ESaodkr 
under  the  title  of  Dootor  Andrews.  xheisvereBd  geBUeroaar 
than  alighted*  and  assisted  hia  fair  oompaaion  to  do  th0  IMAe^ 
inqnirmg  how  worthy  Meater.  Edwards- was,  aad  ijiat  dmoait^ 
lent  woman,  his  wife.  Hie  warder  answered  that  EdWaiEdfr 
wiia  marveUously  w^,  oonsidedbag  his  yem,  and  ail-  ^ 
hotter  for  his  lM>pea  to  see  his  revermice.  "  Aj,  ay,  issy 
brother  and  L  are  excellent  friends,  aaid  hope  to-  be  bett^^"" 
said  Bloody  with  a  slight  smile.  '*!  hare  brought  SMae 
bfiethren,  d'je  see»  fneM  Gilesi  to  haye  a' stare  at thoeeioar** 
nai  man-ghttering  stonea,  whereof  yoor  master  hath>  ^kff 
kee^nng,  as  well  to  marvel  at  the  greed  and  vanity  c^  bwttaa 
worms,,  as  to  gratify  the  woman-ooriosity  of  mv  yono^ 
danghter  here«  €rood  helpus^  Master  Giles^.  age  tnere-itsry 
news  of  this  sea  bridegroom  of  oiurs  P^'. 

«  Captain  Edwards  of  the  Sea^Shark  F  Oh,  I  warmnt  |iie> 
master!''  said  the  warder.  "  His  ship  oame  up  to  Wappo^ 
laat  nighty  and  waitaonly  a^  good  tide  to  bring  her  to  t^ 
Tower.^' 

''  Ay,  iadeedP^'  replied'  Mood,  hastily..  *'  Well,  well,  we 
must  be  getting  our  preparations*  haetened  then.  Thou  wilt> 
guess,  Gues,  ^at  is  forward  Tv^n  I  tell  thee  this  gentleman 
with  the  ink^hom  at  his  belt  is  our  scnyener,  and  the  irest  I 
have  brought  as  witness  to  a  certain  [matter  between,  my 
Brother  Edwards  and  me." 

''Ay,  mam^,  goodfaith  and.  indeed  1"  said  tibe  warder,. in-^ 
dulmng  himself  with. a  stare  at  the  bride,  who  bashfully  drtnr 
on  her  coif.  "  No  ofiSsnee^  miss^  but  oan't^  help  wishingf  yoit 
joy.  Good  lack.  Master^  Andrew8>  we  shall  have  a  marnage* 
feast  soon  P" 

**  And  fear  not  but  thou  shalt  have  an  invitation  to  the 
wedding,  honest  Giles,"  said  the  doctor.  "  Prithee,  chaise 
not  thyself  with  our  horses^  they  are  too  joint>weary  to  run 


BiWWfi  Ibr'w©  A3P0'Wa^^fili*efB  fitnii  octt'Of.'Sanitria  '"1  laeaKr  wcf 
kttPB  tJiideEa  fim  Corner  daBf^irter,  I  toow  we  sliaii  find  Master 
Sd<vayd»^  Jus  fWBtal  omg  tabeniae^ 

fie^tnmed'asi^e  fl^ke^to  gxve-  his  aim  to^Mervyn;  and  kur 
flloak  opeumgatt imitaat,  liie  latltor  4to«^ bB>Baw  a  pail*  ^ 

eiMr,r«ft*ihk  WBa-oi|ly  in  aeeovdaBoe  witk  tile  deeperatHMi:  of 
bk^dxaneter,  ks  tookiittIe>D9ti0e  of  tiirouN^ttmstBiiee.  Th» 
witt^)»*eom|niiy''B0w-^«iitered  the.  gEtea^  aad  erosniir  arcooit^ 
yaMb  inr  deKHtfe-eileBeet  paMed  i^e  Wfake-  Qbn^er  and  omne  on 
a-flaiMiiih<  satiare.  of  graasy  wed*  a»  a  boivikif-gieen  bf  the 
ganitou  A  waider  ^w^iom  they:  qxieBtioned  told  them  tha^ 
Sfaater  Edwards  was  at  bis  vasatX  place  in  the  armoury,  and 
ra^eotfcdly  opened  k  maMOfe  posteni)  saving  it  was  a  shorter 
way^b  Aa  the^  entered  Bioed  wiyaperea,  m  ff  t(me  more-oal* 
cawisd  t»  eanto'  terror  tfann  oantioB,  ^Boy,  play  thy  part 
wvfi  tUi  I  say»  the'gam»  i$  ftp,  aasd  then  do  a»  thov  shalt  seo 
xne'doi" 

Mbrvyn  had  no  time^to  ruminate  en  the  meazdnfi^  of  tiiese 
words ;  they  had  entered  the  horae^  armony,  and  the  long* 
array  of  tooee  iron  stsrt^ea  of  war  instantly  attracted  his 
attartBoac  Tb»  effimaof  many"  a  kingly  warrior  stood  before 
him^  arrayed  in  vicli  suits  of  tiie  armonr  worn  by  some  of 
theacL  on  the  sreat  daya:  whwh  maike  their  names  eternal  in 
tiiaiBMnory  of  England. 

'At  the  opposite  end  of  the  armoury,  diafinff  Hs  hands  oyer 
a  «k«rooai  brasier,  and  talkia?  merruy  with  me  warder,  sat  a 
lude  old  man,  still  fresh  and  mnfPinthe  ebedc,  though  eighty^ 
wintera-  had  sprinlded  tiiear  snows  on  his  head.  Seeing- 
strangers  enter,  he  came  to  meet  ibem  at  a.  strong  hearty 
paaa,  andridmost  instantly  dianged  his. look  of  inquiry  into 
one  of  joyftd  welcome. 

**^Why,  God  blesa  \mi"  he  exdaimed,  "  yon  are  late, 
brother  AndrewB»  yon;  are  late^—bnt  adl  the  weleomer — like 
a  tardy  spring.  Welcome,  wdeome,  afi,  and  pretty  little^ 
nustreas  too,-*»nay ,  not^  so  little  neither !  dan^hter  nunc  that 
is  to^be.    Nayv  Jon  cannot  refosean  old  gnr^ard."  ^ 

And  so  saymg,  the  old  man  sealed  Ms  welcome  with  a  kiss 
which  he  l>estowed  on  the  blnslung  and  tremUlDg  bride* 
dect. 

*' Ay,  anf%  sweet' Mistress  Alice,  there's  grace  in  a  blushing 
£ac6^"  said  Edwardsr  beneyoienliy  smiling*  **  You  must  ezcose 
us  odd  fellows ;  we  are  by  and  gone,  by  and  gone — ^bnt  erery 
dog  has  his  day.  An'  now  I  were  my  ooisterons  sea-son,  yon 
might  blnsh  with  a  canse.  Lord  loye  yon,  child,  how  he  will 
dote  on  you !  Why,  Master  Andrews,  Master  Andrews,  she's  a 
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world  handsomer  than  we  bargained  for— talli  tall,  reacy  tall! 
Well,  well,  last  time  my  boy  was  oa  dry  land — T  oatl  him 
'boy/  miss,  though  I  warrant  he's  as  stout  a  man  aa  ever 
slasned  cutlass  into  a  French  skull. — Well,  as  I  was  saying, 
as  he  was  agoing  aboard,  '  Father,'  says  he — ^I'd  been  a*tal£« 
ing  to  him  about  a  wife,  you  know, — *  what  you  say  about  the 
comfort  of  a  home  and  a  wife  is  all  very  true,  X  dare  say, 
and  if  so  be  you'll  pick  me  out  one,  why  Til  marry  her  wh^ 
I  come  back,  and  that's  enough.'  Marry,  mistress,  you  hare 
only  to  pray  for  a  Spanish  war,  and  you'll  have  a  lapfnl  of 
ducats  before  I  can  say  Jack  Bobinson,  for  he's  as  braTe  a 
seaman,  though  I  sa;^  it,  as  an^  lion  of  them  all — ^there !" 

Meryyn  had  by  tms  time,  with  his  natural  vivacity,  entered 
into  the  humour  of  the  scene,  and  replied*  with  a  proper 
puritanical  drawl,  "  Ay,  truly — la,  a  lion  I" 

"  But  where  is  good  dame  Andrews,  doctor  P"  said  Edwards. 

''Oh,  we  dropped  her  on  the  way;  she  has  found  the 
stairs  to  your  loogings  which  you  so  kindly  taught  her, 
brother,"  replied  Slo^,  "  and  I  warrant  me  now  luie  is  in 
fuU  gossip  with  your  worthy  good  wife." 

"  Marry,  then,  by'r  leave,  we'll  join  'em,  doctor,"  said  the 
old  man.  '*  I  warrant  me  too  we  shall  find  some  small  matter 
that  will  do  ye  good  after  your  cold  ride." 

"  Nay,  first  we  will  have  a  peep  at  your  baubles.  Master 
Edwards ;  the  ornaments  himg  by  the  idolatry  of  men  on 
the  Golden  Calf  of  Eoyalty,"  replied  the  colonel  "  These 
gentlemen  here  are  all  from  the  country,  and  fond  of  a  stare, 
except  Master  Hunt,  the  scrivener,  who  hath  his  deeds  with 
him.  And  so,  after  the  sight-seeing,  we  can  upstairs  to 
business  without  interruption." 

''With  marvellous  ^eat  pleasure,"  said  Edwards;  and 
Mervyn  observed  that  Hunt  screwed  his  hard  features  into  a 
momentary  but  very  expressive  leer  at  the  colonel.  "  But 
maybe  first,  as  'tis  a  new  curiosity,  ye'U  ffo  and  see  the  graves 
of  little  Edward  Y.  and  his  brother,  in  me  Bloody  Tower  P" 

"La!  they  whom  horrid  crbokback  murdered?"  said 
Mervyn.  "  Marry,  yes,  above  all  things ;  'tis  as  piteous  a 
tale  as  Eobin-redbreast  and  the  Babes  in  the  Wood«*-la,  yes, 
and  indeed!" 

"  I'faith,"  muttered  Blood,  "  I  care  not  to  see  such  a  vain 
traditionary  hole,  where  suckling  catholic  kings  were  thrown 
or  not,  as  tne  tale  varies !  It  savours  of  Bomish  superstition. 
Master  Edwards,  and  I  do  think  my  friends  are  more  anxious 
for  a  gaze  at  the  glittering  baubles  of  state." 

"  Ay,  in  good  sooth,  are  we,"  began  Hunt,  eagerly,  when 


ihe  colonel  -mterrapted  Mm  with  a  loi^k,    '^'  Ksy;  nay,  tli^, 
not  tlytt  I  osre."   ..... 

<'  Meaty  of  dajMgbfc  Ibr  tkem  too,  doc^r/*-  scfcid  Edwards, 
good4nimotiredly.  *'Biit  onr  youajff  bride  bath  her  curiosities, 
and ' tifl  not  for  her  nemr  father  tO  balk  her.'*        .  '  ■^' 

. ;  So<  sayine,  he  led  the  wfty  to  a*  postern  which  ope^ied  into 
ft'^mdi^gleof  tke^  castle,  and  Mobdv rdlttotantto  show  1^ 
amwiMingness,  fcdlowed  quietly. 

CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

■ .       »      • 

THE  BSOALIA. 

A  SHORT  walk  brought  them  to  [St.  Xatharine's  Gute,  of 
wh<»se  warder  EdwardS  borrowed  a  bundi  of  massiye  keys, 
and  they  entered  at  the  little  door  whence,  eleven  ^ears  past, 
Daval  nad  carried  the  unconscious  Mervyn  from  his  fatner's 
arnas,  for  ever.  The  deep  gloom  of  the  vaulted  apartment 
into  which  they  entered,  with  its  dusky  crosslignts  from 
above,  struck  Mervyn  with  a  vague  feelmg  of  terror.  He 
turned,  he  knew  not  why,  to  BIockI,  perhaps  to  be  reassured 
hj  his  presence,  but  he  was  so  surprised  at  the  paleness  and 
steftuge  workings  of  his  face  that  he  did  not  speak.  Blood's 
eyes,  too,  carefully  avoided  his,  but  he  made  an  angiy  gesture* 
aa  if  conscious  of  the  youth's  observation. 

Edwards  pointed  out  a  small  square  excavation  recently 
made,  whence  he  stated  the  bodies  of  the  murdered  princes 
had  been  conveyed  to  Westminster  for  burial.  He  related 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  discovery  with  garrulous  circum- 
locution, pleased  with  the  earnest  pathetic  face  with  which 
■Mervyn  listened. 

'*  Yea,  daughter,"  he  continued,  "  'tis  all  as  true  as  the 
daisies ;  and  more  than  that,  though  I  am  not  one  that  puts 
faith  in  idle  Eomish  superstitions,  still  I  must  say  folks  do 
wport  this  Tower  is  haunted.  I  never  put  my  prisoners 
here  (for  I'm  marshal  of  the  prisons  too),  nor  will  I  unless 
we  get  overstocked,  which  is  lite  enough  to  happen  if  godly 
Master  Oates  continues  his  foraging  amon^  the  papists.'* 

•*  What  maimer  of  spirits  haunt  it,  sir  P"  said  Mervyn, 
with  feigned  simplicity.  "  The  two  sweet  little  murdered 
kings?"  ^      ^ 

"  Ay,  in  their  bloody  night-robes  and  minever  hoods,"  said 
the  colonel,  in  a  bantering  tone. 

**Nay,'-  replied  Edwards,  deliberately— "  nay,  but  the 
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^boBt  of  a  TBiry  great  ciiikolw  ndble^  idio,  some  usy,  oonih 
mitted  suicide  in  ^eroom  aboTe." 

"  Who  some  sayl-^nNsf,  m,  he  didl"  <ercUuBied  Slood» 
«reliementlT» 

"  How  know  Y<3%  InotliAr,  of  whom  I  speak  F"  jnd 
Edwards,  somewhftt  angvilj.  '^  FWith,  diMlocv- yon  ]awirmot 
that  I  speak  of  tiiegMot  western  earl,  Ananerie,  or  you  wobM 
know  that  men  entertain  gremt  doDbtwhstiher'  het  was  mat 
murdered." 

**  Anmeiie !"  repeated  Mei'i^ii.-  **  How  strange  it  is,  that 
go  where  I  will  this  name  still  meets  me  i" 

**  Grood  troth,  doctor,  they  say  he  eommitted  snicide," 
pursued  Edwards,  resolutely ;  **  but  I  hare  my  own  iMasons 
for  thkildng  otherwise.  I^was  on  the  guaa*d  here  that  ni^it, 
jBid  fic/thing  fidiall  ever  persuade  me  that  it  was  Ite-  eood's 
^osee  which  ans  waned  mnn  idthin  when  we  .he«ad  Ao 
groouiiig." 

''194>n9ena0,  brother ;  benotondtantBiblo  to  deem  so,"  aasd 
the  doctor,  prymg  into  the  princes'  grave,  so  as  to  ahadaidB 
ftuBe  from  Edwordfi'  torch. 

"  Shiy  what  they  will,  I  know  whoit  I  know,*'  said  Edwnrds. 
'«  ^ere  w«re  men-'-^fUEid  women  too^^who  longed  Soar  Im 
ideath,  who  had  cash  to  boy  ihe  bloody  hands  fit  for  Bath,  a 
taok."      . 

'*  Ay,  ay,  neighbour,  but  gold  cannot  bribe  atone  wjiils,** 
said  the  colonel,  sluoply. 

"  I  doubt,  doctor,  they  dealt  with  the  de<ril  or  Ooknel 
Blood^which  is  much  the  same,"  sadd  Edwarda,  dziiy. 

**  Good  lord,  brother,  I  do  hope  you.  hoTB  not  taken  .the 
papistieal  court  ill-will  agamst  tiiat  hMiest  gentleman  and 
true  Protestant,"  said  Blood,  with  a  bittor  smile.  > 

**  Honest  devil  and  true  runaway  from  ^all  religion  -  and 
decency,"  exdaimed  Edwards.  '*  I^ever  store,  madam ;  I 
know  the  man,  and  c^  all  the  black  execrable  yiUaina  under 
sHearen's  Kght*— " 

**  fHe,  fie,  Talbot  Edwards !  I  relish  not  such  words  in'Osy 
Christian  mouth,"  said  the  colonel,  hastily. 

*'  Nay,  I  meant  not  to  offend,"  replied  Edwards.  ^  But 
whosoever  speaks  of  such  a  scoimdrel  with  any  patienoe^  is 
already  more  than  half  one  himself." 

^'  But  what  folly  is  this,  brother  F"  said  Blood,  observing 
Mervyn's  look.  "  Why  should  you  accuse  Colonel  Bkud 
or  any  man,  of  taking  a  life  wliich  was  already  foirfeit  to 
the  state?" 

'*  To  prerent  oertain  secrets  ivom  oozing  out — ^what  do  I 
know?"  said  Edwards.    "There's  my  lady,  his  wife  that 


wm^^hB  ihat  Imth  since  monied  the  Lord  Howard — ^more 
•shame  to  her !  I  WArraait,  she  knows  more  of  the  matter 
than  she  dare  mention  in  W  prayew." 

**  Well,  and  what  did  you  do  with  this  ^frand  earrs 
carcass  F  The  jury  charged  him  to  be  staked  as  &  felo-de'ee, 
methinks  I ha^e heard"  said  Blood. 

"  He  is  not  far  off; — ^there  he  lies,  poor  noble  gentleman," 
replied  Edwards,  xmbolting  aind  throwing  back  a  small 
postern  whidi  opened  on  the  ste^  bank  of  the  Tower  Moat. 
The  bright  simshine  streamed  on  a  long  monnd  Tanning 
parallel  to  the  ditch,  and  overgrown  wim  weeds.  Blood 
started  «.  if  he  had  seen  a  tiger  coucliing  at  Mm. 

'*  We  buried  him  ihere,''  continued  the  okd  man,  moxim- 
fiaQy.^«  there,  during  -die  confusion  of  the  gveat  fire.  The 
jury's  warrant  sent  him  to  a  cro8s«road-~for  they  were  all 
red-hot  Anabaptist  menr-^but  as  this  is  a  sort  of  cross-road 
between  our  liberties  and  l^e  city's,  I  made  bold  to  read  tibe 
order  mine  own  way.  He  has  no  coffin,  no  shroud— nothing 
but  agrave." 

"  He  must  have  been  a  tall  man,"  said  Mervyn. 

"  Marry,  but  for  the  folly  of  tiie  thought,  I  could  say  your 
mother  mid  seen  him.  Mistress  Alice,"  j*eplied  Edwards. 
'*  If  your  hair  now  were  a  shade  blacker— yea,  if  it  had  the 
blue  Hackness  of  the  raven,  and  your  nose  were  a  little  less 
Greek  at  the  end,  I  could  say  now " 

"  What  buried  there  ? — ^no  funeral  rites,  not  even  a  coflSai  P" 
interrupted  Blood,  hastily. 

"  Buried  like  a  dog,  excepting  that — "  hesitated  old 
Edwards.  "  But  I  am  sure  you  11  not  blame  me,  doctor.  I 
could  not  bear  to  throw  a  man  into  the  earth  like  a  dead 
horse,  so  I  e'en  got  a  Catholic  priest  to  bury  him,  according 
to  their  way,  at  nmht—one  father  Yan  Huysman,  who  was 
in  London  then.    Eteaven  forgive  me  if  I  did  wrong !" 

^' Amen,  and  thrice  amen!"  said  Mervyn,  whose  eyes 
gushed  full  of  tears.  "  But  if  you  have  done  wrong,  what 
heavenly  deed  was  ever  wrought  on  earth  ?" 

*'  And  see,  I  put  a  black  cross  at  his  head,  and  planted  the 
grave  with  wild  ihyme-^all  dead  now— but  in  summer  it  hath 
a  sweet  bloom  and  fragrance,"  said  Edwards,  dehghted  with 
Mistress  Alice's  fervent  applause. 

**  like  your  excellently  good  deed  in  the  nostrils  of 
Heaven !"  said  Mervyn,  wipmg  his  eyes.  "  But  now  we  are 
here— do,  gentle  MastCT  Edwards,  show  us  the  rooms  above 
where  this  poor  gentleman  was — ^where  he  died  P" 

"  Marry,  wiU  I — ^I  think  a  vast  of  thee,  child,"  replied 
Edwards.    "  And  even  just  as  they  were  left  by  him  twelve 
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long  jears  agoae*;  fotioil  tiie  pnsoners  do  object  so  strangely 
to  ueep'tiieiev!  that  our:  mildlie&teiuuit  presses  them  not^ 
and  thej  ai«  faHen  intortotid  disuse/' 

^'N&y^'iSwexeioo'mBlaatiiholja  sigkt»  brother/'  said  Blood, 
hsmriedlj. :     '       f>    •  » 

**  Ko  matter^^I  wonldiiuiiE  see^^I  1ot9  onekiicholy  things !" 
said  Mervm  Ter7.eage>Ely. 

Blood  gtaneed  anmly  aihim,  bulb  he  was  abeady  halfway 
m  the  «tair8»  with  iBdwaxdsj  The  company  followed,  and 
jolood  relnetantiy  bronffhtup  the  rear. 

The  keys  c^  these  haunted  apaartanents  hnng  in  a  rusty 
bunch  on  a.  nail  oatside  the  door.  Edwards  nndid  the 
masffilYe  fastenings,  and  they  entered  the  apartments.  Evexy- 
Ijhin^.was  coreired  with  dust^  ihe  tapestry  moth-eaten,  bnt 
many  tokens,  remained  to  bear  witness  that  the  suite  had 
been  x>ccDpied  by  a  prisoner  of  consequence.  Blood  kept  his 
eye  fixed  on  Merry n,  and  was  alarmea  to  obserye  that  he  was 
in  a  reverie,  and  looked  puzzled. 

**  A  silver  penny  for  thy  thoughts,  child  P'*  he  said,  with  a 
forced  nnile. 

"  La,  now,  how  curious  'tis !"  replied  Mervyn.    **  Yet,  in 

f)od  soothe  could  I  have  dreamed  it  ?  It  seems  to  me  as  if 
had  been  here  before,  and  had  seen  ye  all  about  me.  But 
there  was  another,  too— one  in  black,  or — nay,  truly,  I  do 
think  it  was  a  heap  of  hearse-plumes  over  a  marble  visage, 

and- 1  ■■     **     •' 

**  EoUy,  folly,  daughter,"  inteimpied  Blood,  sharply.  "  Is 
yonder  the  bed-room  of  this  quiet  suite,  Master  Edwards  P" 

**  Ay,  ay,  come  and  look  in,"  replied  the  old  man,  and  he 
led  the  way  into  the  darksome,  ill-omened  apartment,  we 
have  elsewhere  described.  "  Faugh  I  things  are  a  little 
musiy  here--nothing  stirred  since  my  Lord  Aumerle's 
time." 

'*  Yes,  too  close  and  musty  for  me,"  said  Blood,  hurriedly. 
**  When  you  have  done  your  dark  gossip,  you  will  find  me  in 
the  next  room." 

"He  then  withdrew  abruptly. 

Both  Mervyn  and  the  old  man  seemed  relieved  by  the 
doctor's  departure,  although  he  left  his  m3rrmidons  behind. 
Edwards  began  by  relating  the  tragical  story  of  the  earl's 
death,  muolras  he  had  given  it  at  the  inquest,,  and  Mervyn 
listened  with  strange  intensity.  Parrot  and  Hunt,  however, 
showed  eonsiderable  impatience,  and,  looking*  at  tbeir  large 
watches,  admonished  Edwards  that  time  was  flying  fast. 
Accordingly  they  returned  to  the  sitting-chamber. 

As  they  entered,  Mervyn  glanced  at  the  colonel,  who  was 


seated  in  aa  old  adan*<>l]caby'ffl!cd!  uLVdiiiartaHfy'Stavtdd,  thaagli 
Blood's  maimer,  at  tha  moooietilly  Imdinothmg  paartitiolar  ia  it; 
and  was  merely  that  of 'li8tlesik>  ireariness.  Yet  it^  made  him 
museV  liev  knew  not  clea^y  oiZi<whBt^i:bnt'SOnii&/d£m  aild  in- 
distinct association  passed  through  his  mind.  Mean^^illulei,  )(iM 
Edvairdis/who-itotioed7not]mgf;l3^^  osdl^d  a 

treat  curiosity — the  fatal  ins trumeM  ::ftHind  -  near  the  ear^s 
od^H»^tiiehTiie<  hnndbd'to  Mood/.  Tka^xsolbiielexaininidd  it 
miftutel^yu/knd  thenjinechasiicallyiamTised  himself  fa^Bnappi(&^ 
the  dagger  in  and  outiof  it&pktoLhafb.  Ai?ithisJiiioment  a 
wMiandT' puzzling  thought  crossed  Mtarvyin*B  imagination, 
that  IhieMhad  seen  all  that  pa^ed  before,  but  whether  in 
aootlxbr  stitteof  es^tencd,  or  in  a.  dream,  he  eould  not  tell. 
M»  looked  bewilderedly  at  Blood,  and  at  his  deformed  thimib, 
iand  their  ejes  met.  The  oolcmel  instaatly  started  up.  **  Tut, 
tal:,.'bp<2ither  Edwards,"  he  exclaimed,  "  for  a  bridal  party, 
that' shall  be  soon,  you  are  making  us  too  sad.  Show  us  now 
your  own  guttering  trinketry." 

M.]^  tncSh,  am  f— I  am  to  blame,"  said  Edwards,  **  Come, 
then,  let  us  lock  up  these  dismal  rooms,  and  pray  God  they 
may  nerer  again  receiye  so  luckless  a  tenant." 

*^  Amen,  father !  .  Amen,  indeed  I"  echoed  Mervyn,  ai&d 
m  ^his' natural  tones,  which  induced  Edwards  to  look  at  him 
forta  moment  with  some  surprise.  But  his  suspicions,  if  any 
aiaae  in:  his  mind,  instantfy  vanished  when  he  marked  the 
noble  expression  of  the  boy's  countenance.  All  foUoMred 
Xdwardfl  to  a  door  which  opened  again  on  the  bowling-green, 
which  they  crossed  to  the  armoury.  Mervyn  wished  to  see 
tJiiiB' eurious  collection  at  leisure,  but  the  doctor  would' not 
alloW"  it,  alleging  that  Mrs.  Edwards  and  his  wife  wer& 
waiting  for  them. 

Thaold  keeper  now  produced  the  three  massiyo  keys  whicb 
fastened  the  iron  door  of  the  regalia  room  by  as  many 
padlocks.  Edwards  unlocked  them  with  the  clow  importance 
of  iiige,  and  one  of  the  bolts  being  rather  rusty,  he  ^waa  labout 
to  call  the  warder,  who  was  at  the  opposite  «nd  of  the 
armoury ;  but  Blood  hastily  prevented  him,  and  Mervyn  per- 
odved.  that  his  hand  trembled  as  he  pushed  the  bolt  back. 
£]dw«rdsthen  opened  the  door  with  a  pressure  of  his  knee, 
und  Mervyn  stepped  eageziy  in  afiber  him.  A  blaze  of  jewels, 
lighted  by  a  Ic^ty  beam  of  sunshine,  almost  dazzled  his  eyc8» 
.€m  tables  of  crimson  velvet,  and  arranged  in  pyramids,  shone- 
the  magnxfieentre^sdia  of  English  sovereign^ ;  the  imperial 
taxmn  of  Edward  In.,  the  ^bes,  the  sceptres,  the  jewelled 
swords,  the  golden  staffs,  the  ridi  •  fountains,  salt-ceUars,. 
golden  spars,  eagles,  all  afire  wit^h  jewefe,  and  i^ooting  out 


372  WHITEFMABS.' 

long  beams  of  light.    In  tlie  centre  was  the  royal  crowii  of 
England,  biasing  like  a  sun. 

Mervyn  uttered  aax  exclamation  of  joyM  surprise ;  but  at 
the  moment  he  heard  the  door  bang,  and  Blood  exclaimed, 
'*  Now  for  it — the  go/me  is  wp /"  At  the  same  Idme  the  miock 
doctor  threw  his  cloak  over  JBdwards's  head,  and  thrust  a  gag 
into  his  mouth,  having  a  plug  with  a  hole  to  breathe  at, 
which  he  fastened  on  in  an  instant  with  a  waxed  leatlier 
thong..  Hunt  at  the  same  time  fastened  an  iron  hook  to  his 
nose,  to  preY^it  him  from  uttering  any  sound  through  that 
organ. 

All  this  was  the  work  of  a  moment,  and  in  that  space  the 
honest  burghers  threw  off  their  cloaks,  and  showed  l^em- 
selves  well  armed  with  swords  and  bludgeons.  Mervyn 
knew  not  what  to  think,  nor  whether  this  scene  was  part  of 
the  joke. 

"  In  Heaven's  name,  Blood !"  he  exclaimed,  "  what  is  the 
meaning  of  this  P" 

.  "  Peace,  thou  shallow  ^oung  fool,  or  l^on  shalt  find  the 
like,"  said  the  colonel,  in  his  terrible  tones.  **  Master 
Edwards,  it  is  in  vain  to  resist.  I  tell  you  candidly  we  are 
resolved  to  have  the  crown,  globe,  and  sceptre ;  if  you 
quietly  sulHuit,  we  will  spare  your  life ;  if  njot,  eiqiect  no 
mercy !" 

Edwards  nev^heless  made  a  desperate,  becmose  blind, 
effort  to  rush  to  the  door,  and  call  out,  and  Blood  instantly 
knocked  him  down  with  a  wooden  mallet,  which  he  suddenly 
produced.  The  poor  old  maji,  though  seveirely  hurt,  made  a 
powerful  effort  to  rise  and  pull  the  ^ag  out  of  his  mouth.  The 
colonel  then  belaboured  him  with  ms  mallet  so  unmercifiillyy 
that  the  blood  gushed  in  streams  through  the  doak.  But  by 
this  time  Mervyn  had  revived  from  his  tranoe  of  surprise, 
and  screaming  *'  Murder  1"  as  loud  as  he  could,  he*  threw  him- 
self over  the  old  man,  to  cover  him  from  the  strokes.  This 
action  probably  saved  Edwards's  life ;  Blood  paused  in  his 
exertions^  and  clutching  Mervyn,  nmttered,.  '*  Nay,  I  ami  pro- 
nded  for  your  bawling  too !"  and  he  passed  a  1>fmd2^e  over 
his  mouth,  which  made  him  unable  to  utter  a  sound.  Hie 
companions  then  hstened  for  a  moment  very  earnestly,  to  as- 
certain  if  an^  alarm  was  raised-^but  aU  waa  silent.  Hunt 
meanwhile  tied  the  boy's  hands  behind  his  back,,  in  spite  of 
his  vehement  struggles. 

Einding  all  this^  tranquil,  Blood  stooped  to  see  if  tiie  old 
sum,  was  dead.  Ijae  unfortunate  keeper,  probably  afraid  that 
these  attentions  were  directed  to  his  throat,  made  another 
Operate  effort  to  rise.  Blood  thrust  him  vidently  orer,.  and 


OooUy  obseapving, "  If  otlujig  will  quiet  Mm  but  this,"  drew  his 
dagger  and  stabbed  Mm.  Mervyn,  however,  as  a  last  effort, 
threw  himaelf  on.  the  old  maa's  body,  and  received  the  second 
blow  in  the  fleshy  part  of  his  own  arm.  Pain  and  horror  thea 
deprived  Mm.  of  sensation,  aad  both  he  and  Edwards  lay 
motionless  as  corpses. 

"  Curse  the  young  fool  I — ^we  shall  have  to  leave  him  be- 
hind !"  muttered  Blood.  "  Wipe  my  dagger,  Hunt — ^tut,  we 
wanted  not  the  old  idiot's  scanty  remains  of  life  1" 

Blood  then  seized  the  crown,  and  put  it  xmder  his  cloak. 
Parrot  stuffed  the  globe  into  his  capacious  breeches,  and 
Hunt,  taking  out  a  httle  file,  began  sawing  at,  the  sceptre,  in* 
tending  to  break  it  in  half,  as  it  was  too  long  to  carry  whole. 
But  ^^le  eagerly  hastening  these  operations,  steps  were 
heard  in  the  armoury.  Blood  put  the  crown  in  its  place,  and 
muttering  to  Ms  comrades  to  be  on  the  watch,  went  hastily 
out,  leaving  the  door  ajar. 

.  Hunt  stood  listemng  at  the  door  with  a  pistol  in  each  hand, 
ready  to  dart  out,  in  case  Ms  leader  required  any  assistance. 
He  neard  a  rough  hearW  voice  shouC  "  HoUoa,  you  there* 
land-lubber^  who  are  you  r ' 

"  I  am  the  Tower  chaplaiji;^^  brother^"  replied  Blood,r  in  a 
mild  insinuating  tone. 

"  Why,  man,  ye're  big  enough  to  be  the  chaplain  of  a  man-. 
of-war,  and  preach  a  sermon  in  a  storm,"  said  the  stranger. 
"  But,  dammee,  don't  you  know  me,  then  ? — though  I  don't 
know  you  to  be  sure,  not  being  a  great  frequenter  of  your 
bitter  c<Hiventickss  ashore.  My  name's  Edwards— just  come 
home  fix>m  sea,  aad  my  father  keeps  the  EegaJia  hereabouts* 
Do  you  know  where  he  is,  reverence  ?" 

"You  will  find  him  upstairs  with  some  friends,  and  he  will 
be  right  glad  to  see  yon,"  replied  Blood. 
.  "  Well,  thankee — ayj  marry,  wiU  he — and  if  I'm  not  much 
out  of  my  reckoning,  he's  hooked  me  a  wife  by  this  time," 
said  Edwards>  and  touching  his  Mroad  hat,  he  ran  down  the 
«cmoury  out  of  sight, 

'  "  Qmck  march,  lads  I — ^no  time  to  be  lost,"  exclaimed  the 
Lionel,  re-entering.  "  Take  each  of  you  somjething — damn 
that  sceptre.  Hunt ! — ^you  can't  Ilia  it— take  th^  globe." 

The  robbers  obeyed  with  great  diligence.. 

**  And  now,  boy,**  exclaimed  Blood,  seizing  Mervyn,  wha 
had  by  tMs  time  staggered  on  his  legs,  '*  come  along  quietl^r, 
^  stay  here  and  be  Mmged  as  certainly  as  Newgate  stands." 

"  iki  us  tie  the  old  feSow's  hands»!'  exclaimed  Hunt. 

^'I^onsense— *it  is  uselesa^he  ii  settled^ "  said  Blood. 
'^Besides,  we  have  no  timer-*come!" 
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The  ni£5an  then  seized  Mervjn  bj  the  arm,  and  dragged 
him  out,  too  confused  to  resist.  They  banned  the  door  after 
them,  Hunt  bestowing  a  parting  kick  on  the  seeminglj  life- 
less hodj  of  the  old  man.  But  the^  were  mistaken  in  this 
supposition,  for  they  had  hardly  humed  past  the  warder  in 
the  armoury  before  they  heard  old  Edwards  shouting  lustily, 
"Treason!  murther!" 

"  On,  on !"  exclaimed  Blood,  "  a  moment  lost  gives  our 
scrags  to  the  rope !  <^.  On,  boy,  or  I  bury  my  dagger  to  the  hilt 
in  your  ribs !" 

"  I  care  not — slay  me  !  Help,  murder,  help  !"  shouted 
Mervyn,  who  had  now  succeeded  in  removing  his  gag. 

"  Mervyn,  for  the  love  of  heaven,  give  not  your  father  to- 
the  hangman!"  said  Blood,  with  great  agitation,  and  glancing^ 
at  his  dagger  irresolutely.  **  Yonder  is  the  main-guard — ^be 
silent,  or — or " 

"  I'll  throttle  him  if  he  but  breathes,"  muttered  Hunt. 

"Leave  me,  then — leave  me  here,  monster!"  said  Mervyn, 
wildly,  "I  will  not  a  step  beyond!  This  is  the  Bloody 
Tower ;  I  will  die  here !" 

As  he  spoke,  the  voice  of  young  Edwards,  at  the  highest- 
pitch  of  his  stormy  tone,  was  heard  on  Tower-hill,  yelling, 
"  Treason,  treason !  the  crown  is  stolen  !"  The  door  of  the 
guard-room,  which  they  were  approaching,  opened,  and  an 
officer  ran  out,  asking  what  was  the  matter.  Blood  jogged 
Hunt's  elbow,  and  both  clutching  the  youth  by  his  arms, 
scudded  over  the  courtyard  to  the  gate  of  the  drawbridge, 
where  a  single  sentinel  was  standing.  But  the  alarm  was  now 
general,  and  the  warder,  suspecting  something  wrong  from 
their  hurried  manner,  and  hearing  the  cry  of  "  Stop  them  I 
Stop  thieves!"  levelled  his  partisan  at  Blood's  breast,  who 
was  the  first  of  the  group.  The  colonel  instantly  stepped  for- 
ward and  discharged  a  pistol  at  his  head,  but  he  fell  down, 
and  so  avoided  the  shot. 

The  drawbridge  terminated  in  a  ward-house,  ^d  a  little 
gate  at  which  a  soldier  stood  sentinel.  Blood  exclaimed, 
"  Come  on,  he  wiU  not  resist ;  he  is  a  coward,  by  his  eye !" 
and  they  rushed  on.  The  man  instantly  threw  down  his 
arms,  and  ran  into  the  ward-house. 

The  robbers  hurried  rapidly  through  the  outward  gate,  and 
found  themselves  safely  on  the  wharf  Still  ^ded  hy 
Blood,  they  ran  towards  St.  Katharine's  Gate,  where  their 
horses  waited,  joining  in  the  now  general  yell  of  "  Stop 
the  rogues!"  Blood's  canonical  habit,  and  the  substantitu 
burgher-look  of  his  companions,  hindered  people  from  sus- 
pecting them,  and  they  were  close  upon  the  norses,  when* 
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suddenly  a  fignre  darted  from  a  low  public-house 'on  the 
way,  followed  by  three  or  four  stout  men  with  bludgeons, 
wlio  yelled  out,  "  Here  he  is — ^lo,  the  man  I  Seize  him  in  the 
king's  name !    It  is  Blood !" 

"  Hell-hound,  take    thy    fate !"    exclaimed   the    colonel, 
striking  blindly  with  his  dagger  at   Oates,  for  it  was  he, 
but  he  avoided  the  blow  by  ducking  to  the  ground.    The 
bludgeon-men,  who  wore  the  uniform  of  the  city  marshal's 
catchpoles,  now  rushed   forward,   and   a  pell-mell  combat 
began.     Blood  laid  about  him  so  fiercely  that  he  quickly 
made  himself  a  clear  space ;  but  a  chance   blow  levelled 
Mervyn   to  the  ground  at  the  beginning  of  the  struggle, 
and,  at  the  moment  the  colonel  had  nearly  hacked  his  way 
to  his  horse,  a  crowd  of  soldiers  and   warders  came  run- 
ning  towards  the   gate.    Foremost   of  these   was   young^ 
Edwards,  who,  cutlass  in  hand,  rushed  upon  Blood  just  as 
he  set  his  foot  in  the   stirrup.    The  colonel  drew  another 
pistol,  and  fired  it   almost  close   to  the   sailor's  forehead, 
but  by  some  fortunate  accident,  the  ball  only  grazed  his  skin. 
They  instantly  grappled  together,  and  though  Blood  saw 
himself  completely  surrounded,  he   continued  to  make  a 
desperate  struggle  for  the   crown,  in  the  course   of  which 
some  of  the  jewels   dropped  out.    When  at  last  Edwards 
oontrived  to  trip  him  up,  and  wrested  the  rich  prize  from 
his  grasp,  and  a  hundred   hands  clutched  him  at  once,  he 
yielded  wiih  a  bitter  smile,  exclaiming,  "  Well,  I  am  your 
prisoner !  but  no  matter ;  it  was  a  galfint  attempt,  however 
unsuccessful,  for  It  was  for  a  crown." 

"  Now  Blood,  now  you  are  my  spoil  and  my  prisoner  !'* 
said  Oates,  drawing  nigh,  his  countenance  black  and  battered 
with  last  night's  work.  **  Gentlemen,  I  have  a  warrant  for 
his  body,  and  that  of  the  yoimg  villain  who  lies  bleeding 
there.     Surrender  him  to  these  officers." 

"  They  cannot — ^they  dare  not !"  said  Blood,  fiercely.  "  !• 
am  taken  within  the  hberties  of  the  Tower,  and  am  the  lieu- 
tenant's nrisoner  only,  who  dare  not  surrender  me  without  a 
warrant  nrom  the  king's  own  hand." 

"  It  is  true ;  secure  the  other  villains !  they  are  escaping,** 
exclaimed  a  gentleman,  who  now  arrived  breathless,  at  me 
head  of  a  file  of  guardsmen.  It  was  Sir  John  Bobinson. 
Old  Edwards,  streaming  with  blood  which  ran  over  his 
eyes,  and  which  he  was  striving  to  brush  away,  followed 
Btaggenndy.  In  the  confusion  of  his  si^ht  he  mistook 
Oates  in  his  canonicals  for  Blood,  and  exdauned  to  his  son, 
"Jack,  Jack,  this  is  the  villain !"  Edwards  instantly  raised 
his  cutlass  to  strike  him   down,  when  Blood  laughed  very 


276  VHITXFSIAB8. 

heartily,  and  said,  '^  Cbop  away,  my  lad !  jon  canaot  do  the 
world  a  better  services." 

'*  Nay,  son,  tliis  is  tke  yiUain !"  said  the  poor  old  man,  still 
wiping  his  eyes.  "This  reverend  gentleman  is  none  of 
them." 

Puling  this  scoffle  and  capture^  the  other  villains  had 
made  good  use  of  their  time.  Parrot,  indeed,  was  seized 
without  resistance,  but  Hunt  forced  his  way  to  a  horse, 
leaped  into  the  saddle,  and  rode  off,  followed  by  the  two 
other  rufians.  There  happened,  however,  to  be  an  empty 
oart  in  the  street  which  turned  suddmLy  short,  and  Hnnt^  in 
striving  to  aToid  a  collision  with  it,  ran  his  head  against  a 
barber  s  pole,  which  projected  in  the  street.  He  was  dashed 
&om  his  norse  by  the  sliock,  but  almost  instantly  recovering, 
put  his  foot  in  the  stirrup^  and  was  about  to  ride  off  a^ain, 
when  the  carter  shouted,  "This  is  Tom  Hunt,  who  was  in  the 
black  attempt  on  the  Duke  of  Ormonde ! — seize  him !"  He 
was  captured,  afber  a  desperate  straggle,  and  conveyed  before 
the  lieutenant.  But  as  the  seizure  took  place  out  of  t^e 
Tower  Liberties^  Sir  John  ordered  him  to  be  taken  before 
Justice  Smith,  a  magistrate  of  the  eity. 

A  large  crowd  had  now  gathered,  which  blocked  up  Tower- 
hilL  Some  soldiers  picked  up  Mervyn,  whose  female  ha&ili* 
ments  were  nearly  all  torn  from  his  baok ;  his  wounded  ana 
streamed  with  blood,  and  his  dairk  hair  was  clotted  ihiekly 
with  the  same.  Gates  had  previoudy  recognized  him,  and 
daimed  him  of  the  lieutenant,  in  virtue  of  his  wacrant ;  but 
Sir  John  would  not  even  hear  him.  Oates  in  vain  alleged 
that  he  had  been  on  the  watch  for  the  priaonem  all  day,  and 
that  he  had  nearly^ captured  Blood  the  mghi  before.;  thae  lieu* 
tenant  refused  to  do  anything  without  the  king's  express 
Qonmiands,  and  ordered  the  priseners,  under  a  strong  guazdr 
to  the  White  Tower,  whither  he  would  follow  and  ttwe  their 
examination.    They  were  accordingly  taken  offL 

Young  Edwards  proposed  to  monnt  some  soldiers  on  the 
horses^  and  pursue  the  other  robbers.  But  thsf  cautions  lien- 
tenant  would  not  hear  a  word  on  the  subjeot.  ^  EoHow  tbem 
tourself,  if  you  will.  Master  Edwards,"  said  he ;  "  it  is  your 
Business^  and  not  mine.  I  dare  niit  trendb.  on  the  city  privi-^ 
leges,  and  my*  jurisdiction  stops  «fe  thi^e  gates.  Meanwhile,, 
warders,  lead  m. these  horaes-^they  are  forfeit  to  the  Tower."' 

This  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  and  the  lieutena&ti. 
troubling  himself  only  with  the  regalia,  which  he  eollected 
and  earned  w^  him,  entered  i^  mm  GaJie.  Old  Edwards 
was.  by  this  time,  escbfliiisted  with>  suffering  and  loss  of  blood. 
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and  fainted  in  Ms  son's  arms,  who,  uttering  as  many  cnrseGT 
as  he  could  possibly  condense  into  five  minutes,  and  assisted 
by  some  of  the  crowd,  carried  the  poor  old  man  to  his  lodg- 
ings in  the  Tower* 
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Blood  and  his  young  victim  were  meanwhile  conveyed  to 
a  room  in  the  White  Tower,  entirely  destitute  of  ftirniture, 
the  bare  stone  walls  lighted  only  with  a  bull's-eye,  set  very 
high  in  the  thickness  of  the  massive  stones.  Blood  walked 
there  with  a  sort  of  sullen  pride,  folding  his  arms,  and  scowl- 
ing contemptuously  at  the  numerous  gazers  who  besieged 
their  way.  Sometimes,  indeed,  he  glanced  at  Mervyn  with 
an  expression  of  remorse,  and  asked  him  in  a  moved  tone  if 
his  arm  pained  him ;  but  the  youth  retomed  no  answer  but  a 
look  of  disdain  and  hatred.  One  of  the  warders,  however, 
humanely  bandaged  his  fast-fiowing  wound. 

Sir  John  Bobmson  followed,  and  the  lieutenant  commenced 
with  Mervyn.  But  to  all  his  questions  he  found,  to  his 
grest  surprise^  that  the  youth  kept  a  resolute  and  dogged 
silence,  wuk^  Blood  contmued  to  applaud  with  his  fiery  eye 
and  gestures.  Sir  John  grew  much  exasperated,  and  m- 
quired  of  Mervyn  if  he  thought  the  rack  and  the  thumb-screw 
were  altogether  out  of  date  in  the  Tower.  To  which  Mervyrr 
re^ed  recklessly  that  he  neither  knew  nor  cared. 

jl^nding,  as  he  supposed,  that  the  boy  was  too  well  tutored. 
Sir  John  turned  and  commenced  an  examination  of  the  older 
prisoner.  To  the  preliminary  questiona  concerning  his  name 
and  profession.  Blood  answered  readily ;  bilt  when  the  lieu- 
tenant endeavoured  to  extort  some  account  of  his  late  exploit 
and  aeoomplieesy  he  was  met  by  a  sullen  and  impenetrable 
refusal  to  reply.  !Finding,  after  many  trials,  that  no  informa^ 
tion  whatever  could  be  ^cited  from  the  prisoners,  Sir  John 
arose  in  a  passiim. 

"  Well,  then,  Mr.  Blood,"  he  exdaimed,  **  since  jou  refuse 
to  answer  even  in  your  own  defence,  I  will  to  his  majesty, 
and  obtain  a  warrant  from  him  to  get  at  the  truth  bv  other 
means.  You  are  the  kinff^s  prisoner,  and  I  trow  no  Actions 
Sabeas  shall  drag^you  oirt  of  the  kind's  fortress  till  the  laat 
stone  crumbles  on  my  head." 
,   "  And  teU  the  king,  Sir  J<An,"  said  Blood,  wHli  energy— 
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"  teU  the  king  that  if  I  am  compelled  to  confess  any  part  of 
this  affair,  I  will  confess  the  whole  !" 

Sir  John  seemed  struck  by  these  remarkable  words  and  the 
implied  menace.  He  mused  for  an  instant  very  thou^htAilly, 
and  then  walked  up  to  the  ferocious  prisoner,  and  spoke  some 
words  in  a  low  tone,  to  which  Blood  replied  in  the  same.  Sir 
John  then  exclaimed,  with  visible  a^tation,  **  Sirs,  I  must  to 
the  king  on  the  instant — ^and  look  that  during  my  absence  no 
man  have  speech  of  these  villains.  Yet  hoid — ^let  one  stay 
with  them,  to  see  they  hold  no  private  discourse — and  then 
again,  *tis  not  necessary — ^it  can  do  no  harm." 

The  lieutenant  gave  these  contradictory  orders  in  an  ob- 
viously puzzled  tone.  He  then  stopped  short  near  his 
secretary. 

**  How  say  you,  Shelley  P — we  may  leave  them  alone  P"  he 
said.  "  Gad's  sooth !  the  king  needs  no  more  lies  learned 
about  him — eh  P  We  are  secure — eh  P  Look  ye,  William 
Lockyer,  go  to  my  lady,  and  tell  her  not  to  take  more  than 
three  warders  to  cluster  i|;her  coach.  I  trow  there  is  no  great 
danger  to  her  precious  person  between  here  and  Temple-bar^ 
though  Claude  Duval  be  abroad." 

"  Colonel  Blood  is  known  to  be  a  man  of  desperate  re- 
solves," said  the  secretary,  dubiously.  "  It  hath  been  that 
men  of  as  great  courage,  on  the  failure  of  an  enterprise — as 
for  example,  Mark  ^tony  at  Philippi  (nay,  Alexandria — 
'twas  Brutus  at  Fhilippi) — have  laid  unlawful  hands  on  them- 
selves, and  so  cheated  the— the — excuse  the  word,  Mr.  Blood 
—the  gallows." 

"  If  I  had  feared  the  thing — ^much  less  the  word — ^I  were 
not  now  here,  master  penman,"  said  Blood,  grimly.  "  But  as 
to  suicide,  dread  not  taat :  I  am  no  Soman  fool.  For  myself, 
I  rather  mistrust  I  shall  be  murdered, — ^for  the  burglar  oft 
throws  into  a  ditch  the  tool  he  has  used,  to  be  rid  of  its 
accusing  company." 

*'  But  then  in  the  Tower,  murder  is  always  called  suicide," 
said  Mervyn,  with  a  kind  of  smiling  wildness,  which  showed 
he  had  reached  that  point  of  desperation  whence  good  and 
evil  seem  indifferent  things.  Blood  bit  his  lip,  and  gave  a 
deep  sigh,  or  rather  groan. 

"  Well,  Mr.  Blood,  I  will  do  your  errand  with  his  majesty," 
said  Sir  John.  **  If  so  be,  you  do  knock  your  brains  out 
against  the  wall,  why,  we  cannot  help  it,  and  Jack  Eletch  will 
be  spared  a  tough  job.  Shelley,  post  a  guard  outside,  and 
leave  the  prisoners  alone — ^yet  we  will  not  be  blamed,  if  aught 
happen.    JPut  strong  irons  on  both." 

"  On  that  boy,  Sir  John  P"  exclaimed  Blood.    "  Load  me 
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vrith  an  aucKor  weight  if  you  will,  but  would  you  fasten  a 
pennon  like  a  main-sheet  P*' 

"  You  have  heard  my  orders,  Shelley/'  said  the  lieutenant, 
peremptorily.  "  Not  that  I  would  offend  you,  colonel,  for 
Grod  only  loiows  whether  you  are  now  at  your  worst  pass, 
seeing  tnat  fortune  is  a  very  wave  beneath  you,  and  no 
sooner  easts  you  to  the  sands  ere  she  swings  you  up  again  to 
the  stars." 

The  lieutenant's  directions  were  carefully  executed,  and  he 
himself  cleared  the  dungeon  of  all  but  the  prisoners,  and 
locking  the  door,  took  away  the  key  in  his  breast.  Merryn 
heard  the  rattle  of  arms  as  the  sentinels  took  their  stand,  and 
then  all  was  qtiiet. 

A  few  minutes  of  profoxmd  silence  followed ;  Blood  then 
raised  himself  on  his  elbow,  for  he  had  couched  down  with 
weariness,  and  looked  around,  as  well  as  the  dim  obscurity  of 
the  chamber  allowed.  He  ]perceived  Mervyn  sitting  cross- 
legged,  his  hands  linked  to  his  fetters,  his  face  pale  as  death, 
except  his  sunken  eyes,  which  were  purple  and  swelled ;  but 
it  seemed  as  if  he  could  not  shed  a  tear.  Blood  looked  at  him 
steadfastly,  but  he  could  in  no  way  catch  his  eye. 

"Courage,  child  1"  he  said  at  last.  "Wmle  there's  life 
there's  hope,  and  I  doubt  not  to  save  both  thee  and  myself. 
Thou  dost  not  know,  child,  what  I  know." 

"  Do  you  lie  on  still  P"  said  Mervyn,  with  bitter  calmness. 
"  But  'tis  as  good  as  truth — ^they  cannot  sink  us  lower  than 
we  are  damned  already." 

"  Talk  not  so  desperately,  boy,"  said  Bipod,  earnestly.  "  I 
tell  thee,  I  know  a  spell  to  charm  even  this  demon,  Death, 
which  thou  dost  fear  so  much." 

"  Thou  liest  again,  father !  I  fear  him  not,"  said  Mervyn, 
with  a  moment's  vehemence.  **  It  is  life,  miserable,  disho- 
noured, shame-struck  Hfe,  I  fear.  Oh,  that  I  had  a  dagger ! 
thou  shouldst  see  how  long  I  would  tarry  in  this  den  of 
wolves,  which  men  call  earth." 

"  Boy,  that  blow  was  not  meant  for  thee,"  said  Blood,  with 
much  emotion.  *'  And  for  the  deed  itself,  it  was  done  for 
thee." 

"Por  me! — ^I'U  warrant,  on  a  sudden  impulse  of  gene- 
rosity P  No,  my  good  father,  the  plot  was  old  to  mustmess 
—planned,  rehearsed,  before  you  dreamed  of  choosing  me 
your  heir." 

"  I  pant  it,  Mervyn ;  some  such  plot  lay  in  a  chaos,  as  it 
were,  m  my  thought,"  said  Blood.  "  But  deem  you  I  had 
thrown  my  life  on  such  a  desperate  die,  but  for  you  P  The 
poorest  jewel  of  that  crown  would  have  raised  you  above  a 


beggar's  wants ;  jmd  I  was  pimiiised  weakb,  power,  pardon 
— I  know  not  what,  as  my  reward^-for  1  prete&d  «Lot  ^tfae 
jewels  were  to  have  bean  m^  own  spoiL" 

"  And  whose  ebe,  most  virtiiaas,  my  Mbet  P"  said  Meorvyn. 

*'  No  matter-^I  have  a  better  backer  ^nan  «ny  I  dare  mame," 
replied  Blood,  significantly*  **  If  the  recehier  be  aa  bad  ma  liie 
ihief,  why  then— he  who  wears  the  orown  is  notidnfi:  better 
than  he  who  stole  it." 

"  Gbod  &ith,  this  lie  oatdaodes  all  we  haw  yet  toldy"  aaid 
liierryn,  witii  desperate  calmness. 

''  It  shall  be  seen  if  'tis  not  truer  than  tiune  tiiey  tell  in 
polpifcs/'  said  Blood,  vehemeixtly.  *'  Strike  me  dead,  if  I 
speak  false !  And  call  you  that  robbery,  for  a  man  tx>  ti^ 
his  own  property  irom  the  hands  of  mriust  gnardiana-— stiiigy, 
]OTndging,    oonditioning   grumblexSy  likse  the  ooBimans  cf 

"  I  marvel  mndi  I  have  not  chib-lbet,  bemg  Hie  devil's  aon,'' 
aaid  Merryn,  wildly.  **  WeU,  well,  men  die  but  onoe,  that  is 
a  comfort.  Good  night  to  von,  Ool(»iel  Blood— -good  nig^ 
till  we  meet  agam  on  the  gallows." 

He. then  sunk  his  head  back  aeainst  the  wall,  and  eitho: 
pretended  to  sle^  or  swooned  witn  exhaustion.  Blood  made 
BO  forther  effort  at  conversation,  but  sat  for  nearly  an  bour 
lost  in  his  own  gloomy  meditations. 

This  silence  was  broken  by  the  sudden  rattling  of  a  key  in 
the  door.  Blood  started  up,  and  glared  with  wolfish  eagerness 
at  the  door,  while  Mervyn  scarcely  stimed.  It  was  opened, 
and  Sir  John  Bobinson  entered,  acc(nnpanied  by  anodier 
gentleman  and  seven  or  ei^ht  musketeers. 

"  Death,  I  suppose  P"  said  Blood,  folding  his  arms  dogmdhr. 
^  Garrison  law — -ha !  Quick,  despatch,  ami  no  tales  tolGU— en. 
Sir  John  P  Well,  you  ahaH  dee  to-day,  my  young  steel-crabs, 
bow  an  old  soldier  should  die.'* 

^*  You  are  mistaken,  ocdonel,"  said  the  lieutenant,  *^  thon^, 
by'r  lady,  for  this  hour  your  life  has  hung  upon  ihe  breath  of 
each  speaker  of  a  score.  Gad,  man!  the  council  is  at  its 
wit's  end  what  to  do  with  ye.  Ormonde  and  the  Butler  set 
were  for  giving  you  hot  work  of  it,  and  a  taste  of  the  law 
martial  within  the  hour,  but  the  king  and  the  jolly  Duke  of 
Bucks  were  obstinate  for  you ;  and  at  last  his  majesty  bath 
most  wonderfuUy  resolved  to  see  and  examine  you  himself  at 
Whitehall,  where  are  the  queen,  her  ladies,  and  the  whole 
court." 

"Gt>d  save  ICing  Charles !"  shouted  Blood.  ''I  did  ever 
know  Inm  for  a  true  btdly-fellow.    Ho,  boy,  wake  1  our  aun 
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is  breaking  tke  elooda.    ]PritLae,  Master  Lieutenant,  put  ts 
in  scmxe  deoexxt  trim  for  ihe  presence,  ere  we  hmoe" 

*'  The  Jdng%  ordera  are  to  tine  coni(a*«ay/'  replied  Bir  Jolm. 
**  Aaidr^B,  -word  in  yotu:  ear,  Masiter  Blood — ^you  hme  not  a 
minote  to  lose»  lest  pemioioos  isomxcdl  pieml,  and  tlie  woild 
be  derprx^ed  of  yonraerTiceB.** 

Slobd  took  :&«  kittt  rerj  Bliarpiy,  and  Tcrased  Mervym 
himself,  who  passively  submitted  to  eyeTytbi&j? ;  and  me 
iientenaat  cavdully  examined  the  looks  of  meir  wtsbetB,  such 
waa  the  diKoA.  inspired  by  3Blood%  ferocious  character.  TboB 
'pomt  mceastaxhedf  '^Mf  weve  escorted  under  a  strong  guard 
to  the  Tower*BtaiiB,  imeise  the  lieutenant  •embarked  with  his 
piriaonersin  Ma  barge,  attended  by  a  dozen  musketeers,  be- 
sides rowers.  As  tMs  atamnffe  meaaore  enteiied  the  imagina- 
tion of  no  loan,  although  .all  London  xang  with  the  atten^ 
cai  the  erowU)  no  particular  aotsee  was  taken  of  their  passage 
np  the  i!irer. 

K  It  was  noonday  when  they  landed  at  Whitehall,  and  en- 
tered the  gieat  quadrangle  of  tiie  immes»e  palace,  in  which 
was  a  crowd  of  ooadieB,  sedans,  guards,  footanen,  and  pages, 
in  all  tibe  bxsm  and  ghttering  oonfbsion  of  a  grand  day  at 
vcourt.  :19ir  John  oondneted  Sis  prisoners  to  a  giiard*room, 
while  Sir  Gilbert  ElHc^;,  the  gentleman  who  accompanied  him, 
'ga;re  information  to  the  king  of  their  am^^  He  returned 
almost  directly,  witJi  an  orSet  to  bring  the  prisoners  befan& 
his  ma|esty. 

Mervyn  felt  no  emotion  on  hearing  this  command,  not  even 
ouriosity.  !Had  he  been  ordered  to  follow  the  messenger  to 
the  blodc  he  would  ha^e  obeyed  without  hesitation,  so  stupi- 
fied  was  he  wil^  grief  and  ill-usage.  He  scarcely  noticed 
that  he  was  passing  l^nough  a  series  of  magnificent  but 
monastic4ookmg  apartments,  and  then  throu^  a  spacious 
corridor,  or  rather  gallery,  of  richly-carved  wood,  hung  with 
8U|^rb  masterpieces  of  the  Italian  and  Flemish  schools.  They 
arrived  at  last,  he  knew  not  how,  in  a  large  antechamber,  in 
which  were  groups  of  splendidly-dressed  courtiers  playing  at 
various  games,  and  talking  with  a  rapidity  and  violence  of 
gesticulaiion  whidi  showed  the  eager  interest  they  took  in  the 
topics  discussed.  The  speakers  ul  ceased,  however,  the  mo- 
ment Blood  and  his  companion  appeared,  and  gazed  at  them 
as  if  at  chained  beasts. 

Blood  bore  this  with  impatience,  and  his  ferocious  eye 
seemed  to  scan  the  groups  scomftilly,  and  then  he  turned 
away.  The  lieutenant,  meanwhile,  stepped  forward  and  dis- 
appeared into  another  apartment,  leaving  the  prisoners  sur* 
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FcmndiHi  hf'  tiieir  ^ffimd.  A  iew  momekiM  elqwed,  aii3  a 
penonftfe  Terf  tumr  habiiied,  twii^g  tixe  gold  key  of  ciumt- 
oeriam,  openea  the  aoer  of  tbe  pM«ice*duunbar«  and  called 
out,  **  Bnng  the-pftaoners  forwaalJ"  -Hie  'i>rd0r  was  in*' 
fitantlj  obeired,  and  Mevry^n  found  ImBself  ia  ifa»piBBeiiae'Of 
tke  Merry  Mo&areliT-4]iit  under jwliat  different  coKrffinste&ew 
to  those  in  wlaeklie  Imd  iixst  seen  him,  at  his  jolly  memm,  m 
Whitefriars.  ^  -^  .  _  -5-. 

The  prefM»ne0«chAmb«r  of  old  Whitdiail  was  of  vsst  extent, 
auiting  ihe  pomp  of  its  founder,  Hie  kingly  Cknymal  ^SSMMy, 
ere  his  overolown  fbrtuacs  withered  away.  It-seooned  av  if 
the  apartment  had  sustained  little  damage  or  aitenAion  dnriaig 
the  century  and  a  half  which  had  elap^  since  W^»ip«puni 
in  it  that  grand  entertainment  at  which  Henry.  Ylll.-'fett^ 
lore  with  Anna  Boleyn.  The  panels  and-piHais  laf^tiw 
wainscot  were  of  black  oak,  most  elaborately^  and  ^  riohiy 
carred  by  a  Grothic  chisel.  The  walls  were  himg  wiUi  avmr,' 
worked  out  with  scriptural  subjects,  and  with^a  foro&^and 
beauty  almost  equal  to  the  cartoons  of -the  flemiflh  i^aisten, 
from  which  they  were  taken.  The  arms  of  Ihe  cardmaietill 
emblazoned  the  panes  of  the  deep  Qothio  windows,  and-siKed 
a  rainbow  lustre  on  the  tesseUated  ^vement.  The  roof  was 
carred  with  a  richness  and  multiplicity  of  design  wMok 
amazed  the  eye  with  its  beauty  and  mtricacy,  and  the  ^ux^M 
caprice  of  Charles  I.  hod  crowded  ahnost  erefy  fiiot  <£ 
surface  with  allegorical  paintings  by  some  of  his  favoiifite 
artists. 

The  toniture,  though  somewhat  used  and  worn,  oevies- 
ponded  in  monkish  mt^niQcence  with  all  around.  The  bnfSsiSt 
whence  the  cardinal's  pages  were  wont  to  distribute  wine  and 
fipices  to  his  select  guests,  were  covered  with  rich  plate  ;  the 
onairs  were  of  carved  ebony  gilt,  and  the  drapery  <^-tii0 
tables  and  curtains  were  of  purple  velvet,  embroidercHi  » 
tafnished  gold  with  the  mingled  roses  and  luces  of  >£luff 
Harry.  ^     ^  -. 

The  most  modem  part  of  the  chamber  was  that  in<idiis& 
Ihe  court  was  principally  gathered  around  the  80>rerei^;*  It 
was  raised  by  a  few  steps  from  the  hall,  and  formed  m  iiMi 
a  large  circular  room,  richly  hung  with  crimson  velvet.  IS^sm 
was  a  vast  fire  of  cedar-wood  brnlnng  in  a  grate  of  >  tha^most 
beautiful  workmanship  in  gilt  bronze;  and  With  Mff-bsM^ 
turned  to  a  large  illuminated  windc^w,- in  a  kmd  of  mist  of 
many- coloured  lights,  sat  the  king  atid  his  queea,  £&thenbie 
of  Braganza,  in  ^ded  chairs'  of  state.  He  alone  wove  »iiat; 
which  was  looped  with  di^nof^ds,  and  set  rakashly^OSV^ldB 
head,  half  aside. 
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The  queen,  a  little  dark  Tiyacious  brunette,  attired  in  tlie 
glitter  and  splendour  of  a  southern  toilet,  had  her  hand  upon 
me  king's  -cnair,  and  lounged  easily  on  the  velvet  cushions 
behind  lier.  A  great  number  of  ladies  and  nobles  stood 
around  in  circles,  leanmg  in  various  attitudes  against  the 
carved  oak-work,  or  standiuj^  bolt  upright,  as  weariness  or 
etiquette  prevailed.  The  flittering  partisans  of  the  yeomen 
of  the  ?uard,  who  lined  the  staircase  and  lower  hall,  com- 
pleted uie  magnificent  array  with  a  fringe  of  spears. 

Mervyn's  eye  glanced  listlessly  from  the  king  to  the  window 
near  wmch  he  sat,  and  which  commanded  a  curious  view  of 
the  river  and  landscape  on  the  opposite  shore,  through  the 
stained  glass,  which  gave  it  a  thousand  unnatural  hues.  His 
gaze  returned,  witl^out  any  eiSbrt  of  will,  to  the  grandees 
surrounding  the  king.  Among  these  he  recognized  Shaftes- 
bury, Monmouth,  Kussell,  Howard,  and  Essex — ^unwonted 
forms  in  the  court  of  Charles  II.  But  the  result  projected 
by  the  real  authors  of  the  Oatesian  plot  had  come  to  pass — 
the  popular  faction  was  in  power.  Buckingham  and  Eochester 
stood  oehind  the  king's  cnair,  and  leaning  against  the  fire- 
place, stood  a  tall  young  man,  with  a  remarkably  haughty 
and  sparkling  expression  of  countenance,  in  conversation 
with  an  ancient  nobleman,  whose  rich  dress  and  lofty  manner 
betokened  the  highest  rank.  These  were  the  chivalrous 
Earl  of  Ossory,  and  his  father,  the  Duke  of  Ormonde. 

Mervyu  looked  at  these  glittering  men  with  a  strange 
feeling  of  contempt  and  bursting'  ^ef,  for  it  seemed  as  if  21 
this  sUkte  and  pride  welre  assumed  m  mockery  of  his  desperate 
misery.  But  suddenly  his  eye  fell  on  a  group,  which  seemed 
by  an  electric  shook  to  rekindle  all  those  feelmgs  which  were 
dead  and  paralysed  by  the  despair  in  his  heart.  The  queen's 
maids  of  honour  stood  clustering  around  her,  timid  and  fresh 
as  iust  blossoming  roses,  ana  among  these  was  Aurora 
Sydney.  She  looked  pale,  but  exceedingly  beautiful,  and 
her  eye,  full  of  wonder  and  sorrow,  seemed  to  glance  at 
Kervyn ;  and  tiien  it  was  for  the  first  time  that  he  recollected 
he  wag  standing  in  the  torn  rags  of  a  female  garb,  covered 
^^  gore,  mud,  and  filth  of  every  description,  and  the  hot 
blood  rushed  to  his  pallid  cheeks.  It  was  but  a  moment's 
feeling,  however,  for  he  grew  calm  and  pale  as  before,  with 
his  eyes  fixed  suUenly  on  the  ground. 

^  The  entrance  of  the  prisoners  had  excited  universal  atten- 
tion. AU  eyes  were  fixed  upon  them  with  eager  curiosity, 
even  those  of  the  king  himself.  Blood  seemed  in  nowise 
daunted ;  he  glanced  boldly  around,  his  eye  meeting  and 
dwelling  for  a  moment  almost  scornfully  on  that  of  Ormonde. 

V 


He  noddad  :atul  looked  viiti>.'  a«  *«%1^  ciiiduig.#ni^&  ;#t  iilie 
Buke  of  Buokingliam»  who  Amiled  too,  i^ot  ajnio^lt  wpeto^ 

.tiWy*       ■•.•....■,      •       ...  ■    ' .  ■    .  .1 

".Wb^,;gadr'»*i9efe^ !  lie  etftOidfi  ai^  ^S  b9  a.  a4unle-iji 

would  think  he  were  some  hra^e  deserver  eoi»e  ito,}seeei^04kfi 
vewttrd  of^good  deed0rraQd  v^  iamih  the  times  arp  #¥i^  that 
they  who  ^4oh  th^  i^wela  Irom  oor  ero«ppi  must,  l^o  jVpw^Hi^bd 
by  our  own  hand  fer  the  state-thfceTeay.-— WeU^rp^Jeilfji^Tgii^ 
have  done  for  vofirself  what  n^e  of  your  eii^mi^^  ce^d  do 
for  joarmd  boldaa  your  formw  villanies  haveheoa,  %iftt^ff^ 
l»eat8  them  all  r*  .«'''. 

*'  Plaase  you,  sire,  I  was  not  horn  to  be  fp^^i  eiti^C  ip 
good  or  evil,"  replied  Blood,  with  xsesolute  oomposoiBe*    ,7^;  ., 

"  Nona  but  oriines  of  a  great  magnitude  e^ntovt  the 
grandeur  of  his  soul^"  said  il^chester,  smiling.  *'  jiad  jropi 
stolen  ihe  orown  to  wear  it.  Blood,  you  weare  now  a.  )^ro-« 
but  cmly  to  pick  the  jewels  out — fie !  fie !"         , 

"  faith,  man,  thou  wouldst  have  found  it  hoayi^  wear  than 
a  foolseap,"  said  Charles.  **  But  what  beslatteied  dan^s^  is 
this  thou  haat  provided  thyself  withal  to  share  thy  todious 
hours  to  the  gallows?" 

"  I  would  advise  your  majesty  not  to  am.d  her  aamjfkg  your 
maids-of<honour,  lest  she  turn  out  a  very  Achilles  in  j^a^ 
coats,"  said  Boohester.  "  ByV  lady,  I  do  behoFe  !ti#,,iibB 
joung  rogue,  Ichabod,  whom  we — ^Xmean  it  is  a  boj  jm  /(^ifiale 
garb,  like  one  of  your  father's  actresises," 

"  Is  it  even  so,  sirrah  ?"  said  Charles,  sharply.  / . 

''  Put  him  to  my  Lord  Bochester's  esperiment,  aad.yov 
^jesty  may  decide,"  said  merry  Mistress  G-wyn,  w:ith  a 
wink,  which  set  the  king  and  the  whole  court  laugbi^. . 

Mervyn  folded  his  arms,  and  tears  rushed  without.«e«itCiu>at 
down  his  begximed  visage. 

"  Alas !  poor  youth,  he  is  wounded,"  «aid  Mistaress.  S^fdi)^, 
as  if  iAvoluntavUy,  and  clasping  her  delicate  hands. 

"  Ah  I  sweet  Sydney,  at  your  lackadaisies  for  suoh  a  g^S|)^- 
less  young,  sweep  already  F"  said  Charles,  throwing  his  Jk^ad 
back  so  as  to  si^e  at  the  young  maid  of  honour  jufl  inithe 
&oe.  Then  with  a  smile  at  the  blush  he  extorted  bgrtthe 
length  and  eagerness  of  his  gasse,  he  turned  to  Bloody  .f'Se, 
colonel,  this  is  your  son,  and  a  hopeful  pupil  in.  ypiir 
noble  school?" 

"  He  is  my  son,  sire,  but  as  innocent  of  all  offence  m.  a 
new  created  angel  1"  exclaimed  Blood;  vehemently,.  "  Deal 
with  me  as  you  will,  but  I  swear  to  your  nuyestythe  youif^ 
ia  innocent  even  of  the  thought  of  wrong." 
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"  ISe  fl^peftra  in  likely  com^lmy  to  be  «o/  Golonel  Bk>oA" 
said  tbe  Duke  ci  Ormonde,  ealraly. 

*'  He  appears  in.  cc^upaaj  of  a  man  who.  Lad  not  your 
'graee-ft^  fortune  been  b^tor  than  your  deserts,; hed  hanged 
yon  atTfbum  like  a  oo«nmon  malefactor,"  ^plied  Blood, 
with  extraordin«3!Tdari3!ksuiMi  fierceness;  '    • 

*•  What,  thon  branded  villain !  darest  thoti  boast  of  thy 
<!fAmiB^  even  in  Ihis  pifesenceP"  exelaimed  the  Earl  of  Ossory, 
i&ta,r^g  from  his  leaniBg  position. 

**jly,  in  the  presenoe  of  the  King  of  kings  T  shouted 
Bloods     ^  It  was  a  just,  vbIopous,  and  neoessary  deed  I*^ 

"Konght  but  tkis  presence,  nathless,  hinders  me  from 
hael^Qg  wee  to  pieces,  thou  monstrous  epitome  of  every  tH- 
lany,"  said  Ossory,  sparkling  with  rage. 

**  Y<m  TDAj  say  so  safely,  my  lord ; — ^I  am  hound  to  heaer 
yoa  I"  said  Kood,  lifting  his  chains  with  a  soomiul  smile. 

'^  My  liege  1"  exclaimed  Ossory,  taming  passionately  to  the 
king ;  "  you  did  promise  me  itte  garter  for  my  late  poor 
sertioes ;  but  on  my  knees  I  beseech  you  to  grant  me  no 
other  recompense  but  to  set  this  monster  and  myself,  sword 
to  sword,  in  a  barred  room,  and  if  I  do  not  my  father  justice 
let  men  swear  that  he  did !" 

^*  I  nothing  doubt  your  courage,  Ossory,**  said  the  king, 
quietly;  "it  has  been  proved,  as  you  well  remind  us;  but 
when  we  peril  your  gallant  life,  it  snail  be  in  a  nobler  cause." 

The  Earl  of  Ossory  bowed  reverentially,  and  seemed  to 
calm  down  like  a  high-mettled  charter  gently  patted. 

"  WeU  then,  Colonel  !31ood,  you  do  not  disavow  your  shazie 
in  carrying  o^  my  Lord  of  Ormonde  P"  continued  Charles. 
"  An'  it  h^  been  a  fair  dame  now,  I  could  have  nnderstood 
an  Irish  reason  in  it ;  but  an  ancient  g^itleman,  covered  with 
honour  and  grey  hairs !— " 

''  I  confess  it  all,  my  Hege,  regretting  only  that  I  failed," 
«iid  Blood,  firmly. 

**  Who  were  your  associates,  murtherer,--your  prompters  K 
8ftid  Ossory,  eagerly.  "  Name  them,  and  by  Heaven,  I  will 
forgive  your  own  miserable  share,  for  I  blame  not  the  ruffian's 
*3ol;  bttt  his  hand !" 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  coloared  sHghtly,  and  looked 
'Uneasily  at  Blood,  who  reassured  him  with  an  emphatic 
ghince. 

"  My  lord,"  he  said,  calmly,  "  I  will  never  betray  a  friend's 
lifei  nor  even  deny  a  deed  ojf  ray  doing,  to  preserve  my  own  I" 

"  Marry,  and  what  offence  had  I  given  your  most  excellent 
J^<ige,  jury,  and  ezecutioner&hip  F"  said  the  Duke  of  Or- 
monde. 

V  2 


8M  n  ^:>n«arrE«KnsB;' >  i^ii: 

**  Mre  ^iAns&desr; - jy6n  -offealded' '  by  i.j6hh •. tjwStic©/'^ ^ md 
Chssrkflv* \iitk  a  smile^  >  ^''Ati  utreoimiiWcmnetA  tlieliefdaysi 
Und thex«fiMr» cranrifigr aii'^imcMDBmldQ tdastisemeKt.* V   -  ■•r-.-   • , 

"Your  grace  wronged  liie^'^'^TiTonigedf  me- m 'Wopdj/rwid 
^tftte,'*^pla^  Blobd/  V  it,Yfwi  rofefeedi  s>e  of;  ]ii^ip(fti|)6rty 
an^^fa^g^dbmy  br^j^lisr.']  SEifrbloodbnjzt&'in'aDg&llT'  ^^jjand 
therefore  I  avenged  it/*  rloisnou-ji. 

■'  *^  ThoTi  lle«^,  Vilbima'^  dxrfditnbd'='OsB03^*  If^tteij^atf -t^^ 
Itt^g/  ahd  not  'my  <  tfatlierv '  sti^ipped;  jowf  ^-treasAim  fhBai,i mtil 
ii*inja!*d  half  yout'kiildBed,  and  «noilild  yoiH»8blfr}*V5  butira^h  '• 

"  I  have  flown  at  higher  game  than  aftyvButler,lf<)B£iHr  higl 
Air  you  deem'  yduiwelvfes^  Eari  of  Oasory/'*  re^iedf  flWAod, 
fiercely  ;  "  I  do  avow  that  I  have  been  etLga^ednti>aj3ixk^bk 
kill  yo«r  majesty.  A'  man  can  die  but  omeer-i-feuiiilAi^dnld 
iiuve  a  nobler  cause  than  pinching  a  Butler  t<Jo.li8grdr'i«jil)t*n 

"  What,  Blood !"  exclaimed  Shaftesbury,  witiii  ^eiiie-sg^W- 
'tioti ;  *'  is  it  possible  that  such  a  good  prot^tatitF^ibuiiL'LhaTe 
jfeflen  engaged  in  the  late  execrable  plot  r"  ^   teor  ^ ; . 

>  '^lliere  are  protestant  as  well  as  catholic  plots,  .niy  Jbcmi 
ShttftesbuTy,"  replied  the  colonel.  •     »•  ^-^.f 

'  *^  We  nothing  doubt  it,  Blood,"  said  Gharles,  withia'bitl^ 
«mile.  *^  But  give  us  some  hooks  to  hang  our  belief  OA-^^he 
?how  and  the  where."  •  iiKrJv 

^^*  I  was  engaged  to  shoot  your  majesty  wit^'^  my.pfalBiiie, 
cftom-out  the  roeds  at  Battersea,  whitiiier  your  aau^in^itdft 
yesorted  to  bathe,**  replied  ^e  colonel.  -  ^'rf,^l  I.fv^u 

.  **  Gad's  life !  and  for  what  most  excellent  reason  Fbsaidb  tie 
king,  looking  keenly  at  Shafteabury.  **' '   d»    • 

..  ':^«  Your  majesty *8  severity  over  the  conscience^  of  Ife'^OfiUy, 
ydurt>|mression  of  religious  meetings,  your  meroileas  ^attcD- 
dure  wim  regard  to  our  brothers  in  the  covenant  in  Sooliaiidl^' 
replied  Blood,  with  a  peculiarly  sanctimonious  twai^,  tS/rMch 
'made  aO  smik.  h>ai.: 

**  Good  truth,  we  are  in  a  cleft  stick !"  ^cekimed'QfaMrlifi?. 

^  OProtestaiit  and  papisl^-^tiger  and  crocodile*T*awaatiB^:xts  on 

tidier  hand  !-^'4he  Soylla  and  Charybdis  of  our  stst^  »3D^ 

lyou 'tlhinlc  to  ahake  black-puddings  of  meP    BuAcmeDkdhre 

aeaa?d'  tybu^  are  a  good  marksman,  Blood**^ho\^  iett&£^  k  iwe 

'reddened  ftoba  fltag-^buHet  io  Battersea  Fieldsf^T.:  ;^f  ot  hM 

i:\i:**  Siire,'*  replied  the  colonel,  with  ready  wsit^  f^'aA^4£[£  its  I 

^'iook  my^  stand  in  the  reeds^  and  had  your  -majtist^sferjDidi- 

pletely  m  my  aim  as. a;  'gvaiiag^deer^  I  was  &tnL<^ira&anKh 

awe  and  religious  tenrrdr  of  your  kingly  n6r^on;'tiie4  jtiiid 

not  bniy  de^st  from'tii^'  dn^^iprise  my  sea,  but  flev^Bided 

olihers,  my  associates,  stitlie  aSga  liasai<d  of  my  lifei"''  '^  ^  V 

"  We  are  boiond  tp  yimi^&if  tke  (capacity  of  still'eatmc'a&d 
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clrtakinftf'  ^n^nd/'  said.  ChatlM^  oarele8sly-|i]AjiAg  ^IlIus 
jewelled  Oeorge  and  Drifloii...  ^^  You  orej^seccoija  fatiiier  t^ 
us,  since  we  owe*  you  our  life-r*^  faeib-  inore^  ibeeatUM  not  bj 
ohimde,  but  voluntary  goo&iesSk''    .  >/  >     < 

'  f'>:JLftifr  such  a  oonfessMMn  inet3imka.tlid<aiioe8t;law  would 
exeoiei'  a  sudden  riddaacie  of'sudL  a  TiHainr!  ssud:  Omovy^ 
passionately. 

•  ^*  My  ffljiod  lord;"  repliisd  Bloodi  calnilT»  "  the  law  is,  not  in 
▼oar.niimBilifiTe,  as  it  was  ia  Ireland,  wii<ai  I  feU  into  tkemk 
I  demand  a  tiial-^and  let  those  tremble  who  hare  cRiuse  to 
laazl  whatiLcsaidiyolgew"  : 

AA^  hisfisree  eye  glanced  rapidly  from  the  king  to  Suck* 
in^ihami  and  Shaftesbwy* 

'-'  ^^WblU  sir,  what  can  you  doP"  said  Charles,  biting  his 
nether  lip^'  and  affeeting  to  slap  the  queen's  little  brown 
bejnwelied  hand  plajfiilly  from  his  chair. 

'^iJielf'thelaw  do  its  worst i"  replied  Blood ;  "I  expect  its 
utmost  rigour,  and  am,  without  much  concern  for  mine  own 
'pBxi,  ^nrepared  to  submit  to  its  decrees.  But  the  matter 
cannot  be  of  the  like  indifference  to  your  majesty ;  f<»r  I  am  one 
of  a  colkagued  band  of  the  desperatest  conspirators  that  ever 
were,  who  have  all  sworn  to  avenge  the  deaw  of  any  one  that 
might  fall,  in  the  blood  of  all  who  are  instrumental  to  it ;  and 
theieopon  we  have  drunk  of  each  other's  heart's  tide! 
Wl|SKefQfe  not  only  your  majesty's  ministers,  but  your  own 
royid  person,  are  in  dire  and  certam  risk.  But  on  the  contrai^y 
ilithjB'-.gracions  dews  of  your  merOT*  fell  on  a  few,  it  would 
touch  die  hearts  of  many,  and  produce  a  golden  harvest  of 
gbatitttde  I  We  that  have  been  so  bold  in  hate — ^that  have 
oared  so  mvtok  against  your  majesty's  vast  powez^^-vhat 
woukt  we  not  do,  backed  iy  it  in  love  r" 

'^'Yoa  talk,  colonel,  as  if  you  were  lord  general  of  the 
fanatics,  and  had  all  their  names  on  your  muster-rolls,"  said 
•Moninoath,  stemlv. 

^'Many,  and  who  but  Colonel  Blood!"  replied  theworilhy. 
^  Send  me  to  Tyburu,  and  see  if  ye  win  moire  applatsefkoia 
tkd  commons  than  ye  did  by  hanging  the  bones  o€  old  J^oll 
Mm  A  giUbet  1  There  was  ne'er  a  courtier  c^  ye  all  but  tvem- 
bled  to  hear  his  iron  old  skeleton  ereak  and  groan  'On  the  t&^i" 
i  Hff  3&Mtwas  aeig^t  to  take  the  heart  out  of  ambition,"  said 
^Jiniitesf  leisurely  crossing  his  legs.  *'  Marry,  to  think  of 
'WvxGtoster,.  and  look  oit  that  .old  arQtten<  caxeass  of  mortaUtjTf 
•thafcaottonodihe  rexj  air  it  ionee  half  ruled!  But,  8urs,if 
this  'be>tnie,  it  is  a  matter  to  l^wtbok^  dnta  We  would  fam, 
if  such  might' >be,  put  a  muede  odrthe  saints,  for  we  standrin 
as  gesit  atre  of  them  as  of  the  fMipittf ,  good  Booik  V\ 


tfeaf  -turbidcttt  ilal>ri6ott«d  wind  of  fkctkm,  whi^k  tbl^eAteiia 
cTciy  day  tb  iWake  a  newearthonalte/*'  said  Backm^hatn  ptmA; 
observing  that  the  king  ttirned  etig>efl^,  l!«  added;'  ^  Aidif*, 
8^,  ih/adriee  as  tf  t^hvy-coknclHo^  availed  a«|^hl,  i*^«r^tdd 
beseech  your  majesty  to  show  him  mercy." 

"  Please  you,  my  liege,"  said  Sir  John  Eobiosodi  ^^kbm, 
Tttttd  this  i&oment,  MefrrfU' had  not  noticed,  thtyo^kke wfts 
dose  Reside  him — **  Pleaaeyou,  €kipi^aJn  SdwardB/t]#'kMo#rV 
son  is  waiting  without,  to  give  his  eridence."  c  •-   i  fi-i 

"  Admit  him  ;  we  wouM  fkin  hear  thss  stnfttg©  'S*oi?y  at 
leh^h,'*  ibaid'  the Mng*,  and  the  chaanberlalti  gBrea.  ^hid;' 

The  door  of  the  r»resence-chamber  openi^  iostcm^^^iliai: 
honest  Edwards,  still  in  his  smart  seA-gaa^b  as  a  buccsfb^r 
captain,  entered.  He  looked  boldly  round,  whipped  Idi*  bail: 
under  his  arm,  and  elbowing  his  way  through  'tlr«  "^>r«l<rBf 
courtiers  about;  came  almost  to  the  king's  chair.'  •  The 
(^lamberlain  admonished  him  to  kneel,  and  kffis  hss  majmPfw 
Band.  •       •  .       . 

*•  Damme,  why  should  I  kneel  P — ^I  don't  come  a  hef^j^tsg/* 
replied  Edwards,  with  bhmt  simplicity,  and  the  kkig, '  tmh 
a  godd-humouned  smile>  extended  his  hand  and  shcks^  idt^ 
sjulor's  heartily. 

**  I  see  thou  art  of  CrouiweR*s  searfwrthy  Steh^x^l,'"  he  mki 
with  a  smfle,  "  sonerer^/^^ethy  skullpiece,  go^  brum  ^i^itli 
court  etiquette — here  is  yoxir  kmg's  hand ;  he  is*  glaa't<»  eee 
tia.  honest  face  in  his  court."  "   '    • 

"  Why,  I  don't  pretend  to  know  arach  about  polkiee,  pIcMs^' 
your  grace,"  said  honest  Edwards,  indignant  at  the  tit^r 
y^di  ran  around ;  **  but  this  I  do  know — ia  old  Nc4Fb  tiftw 
the  Dutch  never  showed  their  noses  at  Chatham-yakrli^  ^and 
fblks  never  jumped  up  ftom  dinner  to^  hear  theBreaam<^  at 
TenM^le^bar. '  ^  :.4    ,-. 

'*  Thou  art  right,  man,  thou  art  right,"  said  CHlagles,  B^aiu* 
whit  gloomily.  **  But  now  tell  us  by  whatproeess  Y<Ai  gsdn^ 
that  woody  costard — and  how  fares  your  fotkerr  l»'il^' 
wound  dan^rous P*  "1^' 

<*  Not  as  I  hear  on,  sir,"  smd  Edwards,  sorate^jng  hJiy^WtUt 
"t  am*t  agoodun  at  a  speech— none  of  your  parfiafiwtotfnlen 
-r*but  if  so1t>e  a  phiin  tale  can  senn^  a  fitm.  man's  fodt^  li^e 
gdes."  *  ^      »'i!  ** 

He  then  delivered  what  -^as  Sudeed  a  ''plaila'  iHntMHkAetf 
tale,"  but  seasoned  wifch  such  rough  good  S€«s^  attd  %nay 
Ic^c,  that  Chafles  Mmself  applauded  his  way  of  narraliorf.  ' 

'°' Well,  well,  your  father  will  recover  of  his  wound<-2:'li» 
but  a  flea-bite,"  said  Charier  at  hurtr.    '^Meanwhile  iMi'inli 
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•pmy'^iiM^nvMei  aad  onder  him»ali«n€bed  poumd^on  tke  inttant 
from,  our  privy  purse — yre  think  it  hafck  so  mMck  in  it,  Danby  P 
-r^babl  my  Ilord  Shaftesbury  P— -If  not  you  must  beg  a  little 
of  yomi  friends,  the  coqimonB*  Well,  what  is  your  opinion  of 
this- s^nuQge  matter,  my  lords  P*— Is  tbe  prisoner  guilty  or  not 
goiltyP' 

.  •  *^  miliy,  Baty  liege,  and  therefore  I  implore  your  mercy  for 
bim^^^'taid  Buekingham.  "  lanoo^ftce  onlv  as]c8  j^8tice,  and 
-vidt^«4  oflPence  eoB&nit^ed,  the  grandest  of  your  preoroga^iTes 
is  bat  a  sound !"   - 

<"  'Why,  thMi-»-Hsifice  i^e  offenee  is  special  to  ourself,"  hesi- 
tated Charles,  stealing  a  glance  at  Ossory---^"  since  the  man 
bBAtheh^Boac  of  being  a  good  protestant — ^holy  Oates  named 
him,  m&  ourself  and  my  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbunr  as 
tiM»€brist  in-tiiie'murtherous  list  of  the*  popish  plotters — (look  to 
ili«  lieiiteiiiiit,  you  will  be  in  the  next  botA  of  traitors>  for 
denjriiig  your  prisoners  to  that  blessed  salvator!)  since 
-wHU  idiort— if  it  q>oil  no  man's  i^petite  for  dinner,  methinks 
we  would  fain  exercise  our  prerogatire  towards  tihis  bold  and 
ma^animoua  villain  1  *' 

"What,  sjare! — a  villain  so  attainted  of  every  crime!" 
esEelabkied'  Ossor^— *and  as  he  i^poke,  a  distant. bell  tolled. 
^?  A  villain  noted  as  the  bladcest  out  of  hell — when  even  now 
-^y,  at  this  verv  moment — ^a  noble  gentleman  of  your  royal 
bttMlier's  household  dies  a  shameful  death,  for  a  few  ill- 
sorawled  letters !" 

**  Good  troth,  Coleman  is  going^!"  said  Charles.    '*  Yonder 

ViA%}  Giles's  bell'  ringing  him  on  to  Tyburii.  Peace  to  his  soul  !*' 

'•(*  ^lod  grant  it,  for  he  is  betrayed  to  death  by  murtherous 

petjuryl"  exclaimed  Mervyn.    Blood  glaneed  emphatically 

Ht  Hum,  and  Shaftesbury  smded  uneasily. 

"  The  Jesuits  will  soon  follow  their  luckless  pupil,"  said 
tile  king. 

-'  '^*I-doAbt  they  wili  ever  bring  the  Provincial  to  the  gallows,** 
]}eplied  Buckingham.  "  I  hear  this  morning  that  he  refuses 
to  ipkbd  to  the  indictmenlv  as  against  the  canoiis  for  an 
ecclesiastic  to  hold  up  his  hand  at  a  lay  tribunal,  so  I  suppose 
te^nuat  bepressed  to  death." 

*-  ^tB»noe^  mad  lies  have  done  the  inattei>-^we  must  go  with* 
t}^  stream,"  said  Charles. 

**  Hath  Prance  confessed,  my  Mege,  hath  Pfcance  confessed  P" 
^iiMBwd  Mervyn^  teaa»  guuiing.  to  his  eyesi  a,nd  oJasping- 
his  hands  distractedly. 

''iTesy  boy,  Praaee  hath  confessed,"  replied  Shaftesbury, 
ilMady.  *'  He  hath  c<»£es8ed  the  particulars  of  that  diab(^ 
ftuvdnr,  how  it  was  perpetrated  by  the  Jesuits  in  Somerset 
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obstinate  arch-plotter "  '  •  n  t  •. . : .  -^nc  Uti«£-4 

^  -^^l^iaanMfbiaiito  in fi  iiwui hril  iOI nnn i!] '  i  I'li j  ItwHiITji 

"  1  marvel  who  waw  feftifree  m  jBn|^aiidU i£i\aM^ha  tiitih 
.nwniiaBfimlyjSTTedbiM  AntilMokieBtiisianl^  •saii  IbiifiLlmil^itith 
it»i»hi helLti  ' > ^Js' 3i  >3row inyiLord >  ftlinRiifilniilji  F  li  "Mmthiilli 
iis&oQild  Hiexiibk  atiNnicifeinc/aiid  wig»>bWi^iPT»Bif?  aiwpf ^ '  i 
At  this  point  in  the  di^ogue  a  gentlein^n>f<iuUiliidiiiMft 
^hi|Kieredi«oiabi3iing}'toii1ii^  dumibiirlai]i;>idk|0'i  ii'iniiiirti  1 11 
iiloup  ^i^thtrdepiiiati0ii:&di»<tIi0«onmix^sv  liil  i(imii  Uy  iMw 
^•^aker^.'  nmted'^iinarjeBty^d  vplieasaare' tdbbviadzB^tMlig'Hit 
was  evidently  expected.  -     -       iv  niuj^.jifi  aiil  miii 

•^'  WefljHnrs,<we  mturt/make  11  iiilj  In  iii(i(  ii  11  run  ■■■nil if  1 — 
ithongh  m^'poor  dnokaiau&t  lade  tJicig;  biiodit*  A»iaifci*' 
said  the  kin^.  "  They  come  to  swear  to  xis  that  tibeplorai^ 
^ood,  true,  substantial  pk>t,  and  no  &etiDn  of  CkEtttsr^Md'his 
friendat  'with  the  devil  at  ^ir  head^-r-*wMdi  we  anebtovq^^ 
betieve-'^and  l^ereupon  hane,  drown,  and  -sbsa^iAam^tfdr 
mJlh6}i^  sttbjeots  into  iroe  rmigion.  But^  we  wif  |iliq^»4hie 
iking  for  some  few  minutes,  and  teU.  3roti  Bkod,;  iimtinbett 
flkderatkm  of  the  service  you  ofier  us — we  pardoa^  and- 
yoato  all  your  forfeits^estate  and  Me^^iov  lifA/ 
estate  in  England  is  but  pormissioa  to  be  the 
ocmtaBipt." 

■- 1  '^Oraeious  kii^ !  that  life  ia  hencefoprth  youa»/'  8ai< 

kneeling.    "  But  for  this  innoc^it  youth  n.    i.'^-      .  .  j.   ba&if 

I   (^<  We  pardon  him  too,  and  all  your  aeooltiplieesi  fyti^^ifhat 

ireihasire  d<Hie  in  mercy  to  you  we  must  do  ja  jnntiini  ( 11  ttmiiC 

eoiiimied  Ghaarles.    ^*  We  will  see  Edwar^  and  hi»>gafii4t 

iSiin  well  rewarded  *—r"  /  ,o«»t 

^Kiay,  my  liege/'  interrupted  Bochester,  'VhsnisedflialaBe^ 

vairtae  iff.itft  own  Dsward."  -    ti-j&j: 

The  accustomed  laugh,  however,  failed  to  follow  1^8-  ial^ 

a&d>adeep  sileuise-  c^  astonishm^it  wei^gfaed  im;  ell^  ^Sftb  a 

.  ^   *f  Wka^  I  ;iire.ye  all  struck  dumb,  like  parrots  ma  ikunte* 
storm  P"  said  the  kin^  1^  last,  in  a  vexed  tone.,    ^-i  t-  Wv*in3i 
'  ;"jPl6a8e  your  majesty^  I  don't  w^t  a*  rewavd  H  iiist 
miioihxk  iascai ^there's  to  betrein^itded  too  I"  burst  a^hgsmtb 
Edwards.  ,-  i.     ..   i  .       •_.  i  ^sdl 

*':l*^Yovat  majesty  grtiiii^-us  k  fuQ aoidviiierfbet  purdoit&t^all 
.tliai  is  pastF'  Baid!fiyLood..t;  *r  f\irTnni]l  ff>«ff  n'n  bnnn  nroniaiMWMl, 
>aB thai cooieerning imy^Xiordi Ormonde  P-^    •  .    *.  t^rhia 

Ossory  interm]^^  tte^kiln^iS^oepIyi  ndtk  'iteBie  exclanuiii^ 
bnt  hi»xage-wa8  toe  gifeai^ito  allow  nim  ta  proceed,  >  and  lus 
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stttiid  the  times  I"  ' 'i.jjiolo-iioiii  atjjniifc.Mt 

ifi0lE9d*d9e«^ik^alit]teiKf)9eti;eaios&l^^  '•Jw  jovii^ic:  I '' 

Jbrffbm  laBL^!»j  steaHxn^iof:  ^yorm  Renoir  li  cini  Gualyi  pim^bptt 
him  the  assault  on  my  hfe."  .'  t >)  ')'[y  j    i-  a  : ,; .  %   .  r; 

— >"  OwMiijij  1111  III  qm>te  ^ymk  «s  ajfibobedusnt  80ii,''>  said  Charles. 
''^^^$flt.'balim<rfl  bnsb  suhsamb  to  bnr.j^ea^ore^'rbaqked  hy  joixr 

iild'liiy^ibge,  I  dosohmit/*  said  the  earl^  tiizxuiig.wlixte'wi& 
anteBMB^pascioEDy^' but  wMi this  aecompanying  oath>:'«hieh 
•isiwmmijota  ihajestj's  presejioer  thaiit  ma^  be>wettjiifi<l$t- 
"fliftciA  j(  witt  keep  it.  If  eyer  my  father  eome  tot  arrk(te»t 
4md2'  he  eoiKbinfied»,tiiming  fieccely  <m  Bttdciaghani,  *^  I  shiEbil 
'hotttfctiet  loss  to  know  the  murderer*  I  shall  ctmsidex'-^ien, 
n^D'Siffrd  of  Btteks,  the  man  in  defaait  of  a  better^  and  piaftol 
'70tti£  yon  stood  behind  the  kine* s  dbair !"    ^  .  }   > 

"  It  were  braver  done,  proud  Ossory,  to  meet  meoni^te 
,iHdiiit;jiii^h  tivy  ^sword,''  retorted  Bncfringhare,  laying  his 
hand  on  his  oy^  jewelled  YakL  k  f  n^i 

tfiiiHrBBilcerr^  do  eommand  you  both,  peace  V*  esolidmed 
'CfaNieB^.«tartuig  up.  "  Where  deem  ye  to  be»  insolent  JiiieDyP 
iAgsiLme-hrsai^jig  voi  a  Whitefinars'  bnmdy-^op.P  .  B^ifiea- 
Ten,  ne  who  raises  his  sword  in  thisquami  mdces  ine<ih» 
^i&iBkalienemy!  .On-jfOiir  heads,  no  more  <>€  tjbis.  v.'Ideate- 
nant»  we  chaxjBfe  you  with  Colonel  Blood  until  r^etjsui  see-ihis 
^fifedoB. expedited;  as  for  the  boy**— r-!**  «•>  »  ; 

ii  ^iilijf  Hege^  I  du^ge  myself  wilJi.ihiK}WvJi£ai!e^'\fittd  •Men- 
mouth,  wannly,  "  I  naye  some  offices  yet  unbestowed  ini- 
««8in|[>iiga3n8t  the  Soots  rebels,  and)  mddiidcttiliei  Mdib'  weJ 
removed  from  the  tainted  air  of  the  southi"  '  /;  J.i.r  '  -.  un  tr 
iiLdf  Hictreis  Walsingham  writes  you  for  a  new*  eomet  11(0  his 
:iwimp>ay  in  Dumbarton,  the  three  lasti  being  kaUedT'be&sp 
they  reached  him,"  said  Charles,  coldly.  :;-  ^UA 

'ie  H'iGtiTa  >me  that  post^.sire;  1  Icmg^^to  dv»*-^8t<ileafli>'td'die 
jMouaUy/' sttd  Mcn:V3J^ii^«wJth*  a  |iasilionat»  fl^nr  pf:^teai^, 
which  afifeeted  all  preBenty'iaiid./nQiie.meire  >thaa*Mi8br(HB 
Sjdngy^  who-iwijped  laer beautii^  itmtt  Dsfieafcedly*   ,;: >  --.  ( > 
t  ii"i¥aa,8haU  i^are  it^  ymifcl^  andjidiqpftrt  txMuoxKrw^^  $mL 


yofur  woimd  pannits  P** 

-  Mer¥3^  boir«d«  biit^hia  imavt  cwelicd  too  foil  wi&liyfltQ&o 
emotkKa  topenoit  bdnk  toiqpeak. 

,  <«  Arms,  and  aeeoutreB3;ents,  aftd'a^hoifeie  I  wifl  pf]N>]&iii»i^7^te 
ai  my  owii'^anpeiiae^'VMd;  MMOBOtitk,  'gf9it]^#  ^'iDiiiffism„ 
Tioik:  Jiis  aaujeslFf 's  lewrft,  iviili  taksr  yoa-  now;  ta  a  fl«»geo«t»jiaidr 
thtta  to  procure  your  haamess."  i.-.     .  ';-. 

•  *^  Sin,  Toa  ar«  axcaednm^  good  tO'Uke  'bof,-'  md  Ouoiaa^ 
witii  a  gWce  IdU  of  su^ioioA ;  •  **  but,  look  to  it ;''  (L;ivittr 
laqaive  nifl  blood  of  vboeoover-Bhedi  it»  bo^«  wbo  bi»aiie^" 

"  Metbinks  vonr  majesty  does  your  own  blooct  ^liavowiR. 
TVtonff/' said  Moomooth,  T«b«BifliitIy. 
'.  ^  Wby,  tm  Staafts  always  bad  a  knaok  of  riddkrg  e«ra«hi»i* 
of  troublesome  people,''  replied  tbe  king  sternly.     *^  W^^- 
Obiffimsb,  take  tbe  cbaarse  of  the  youldL  ti&>6o^mov»)lr.V'  ' 
.  Cbiffincb  bowed  pronrandly,  and  offered  bis  arm  to  IMjor^ 
Tyn,  who  seemed  scarce  able  to  totter.    He  knolt,>  hopwelitry. 
totldss  the  king's  band  with  adeep  sob,  which  Oharlea  seonUfd 
to  hear,  fo^  bo  patted  his  cheek  enooumgui^^iy. 

^  Ok  I  my  king,"  be  exoiaimod  in  the  bittam«s8  of  kia  aoiil*, 
^^tfainkof  me  not  as' I  semn.  I  wiU  deserre  your  maj«8ty!». 
better  esteem,  or  periidLinyliLe  attempt/' 

Asi  her  gp^e,  he-  raised  his  €Te^  with  enthnBmam  ispwatd,. 
and  he  met  thfoae  of  Mistress  Sydney,  looking  at  him'iwith> 
singular  feeling  and  attention.  ^*  And  touts,  Messed  la%:t'' 
be  aoUed,  with  a  fbfvoor  whioh;  startler  a  bliisbon  her  &ir 
(^leek. 

■*^.  Yon-  bav^*  our  good  wishea  too^  and  dat  of  oar  pooi;  p«r^ 
saBUted  chsvch,**  vaid.  the  qaeen,  in'  pret^  eoodj  'Engusl^ 
aflideztendisg'  her  band  to  Merryn,.  who  kissed  it,  and  ansiov 
Atibie  monunt,  tbe  antechamber  was  Med  with  the  d^tttiesi- 
from  the  commons,  and  Obiffindi  motioned  tbe>  youtb  ioi 
feilow  bunk  . Blood  mada  some  sort  of  attempt  to  speak  to>. 
bmi;  bat  be  drew  bunself  ra^ndly  past,  and  doappeaMd^ 
witbomt-deigDing  him  any  mstiee  whatever. 


"  v*.*"^ 


«*• 


CHAP TE It    XXXIX.      ^     .       •  r*»M. 

TB;»  P0]?ISH  MiLRTXES.  •  ...,^,.,; 

^'€Kxt«riN«H^s  first  care*  was  to  lead  tlHS  juk^  to  a  pnwi* 
apartment  of  his  own,  irheve  bo  sent  for-  a  snrg«on»  and^: 
nM0bwblSle>' wnsbed  the*  wonfid 'Inmself*  Tbe  eon  of  -  »JSseta^ 
lapioB,  however,  pronounced  that  it  was  merely  a  flesh-wound* 
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bmdnrccid  H;  saA  mstEred  hhn  it  woiMbe -v^ll  iit  n  inr 
daj^.  Metryn  was  by  this  time  oom^letel^r  exhaMted  with : 
fftbig«»v  «iiii«  «tr  (Dhiffinek's  denit^lBy  dawn  on  a'co(it€li;  wkero 
Ite  slepi^  for  several  hours .  •gniMtffr«pttdiy»  and  ftmiAmf 
rtflWiri^  xa  body  ^nd' ifiiiid. 

.  ^Quffinck  greeted  hintwstk  veiy  satis&etory  ncwir  on  swakiBg'xr 
A  (pag^  ftCTi?  the  B«ke  of  MoniiiibiithF  fand  awhiedk  td>  stater, 
bis  master^s  pleasure,  that  Mervyn*  sifeocdd  sail  to  join  ki^ 
c0a^xaty%  m  *  Vessel  ^fdEichu  ooortasncd  the-Btike'sicrwn' suite 
atid^'^stten,  mi'their  way  to  Edxnbimrii,. and  wMokwais.  to  mA' 
m  theiievi^iiijr.    Meamrhflei^  CMfiuteh  had  ImstcaeiaQas^ta 
pMr^deiibft'Wi<^:aJl^'i!LeaeBsaiies,  susli  as  harB&aoid  armour; 
and  by  way  of  earnest^  bs«>is^t  Mm-  vcotniiiete  stdt)  of" 
hjBoidwnM  ash^^-gr^/  emlnwidered   in  a  glitteviiig  eouzt 
style/'  Attired  in  this,  after  a  luznidoas  wana  bath,  thteold 
page  coiaM'Ayi/  help  eoefvatalatixtg  him  oxi  hk'  good  looks^  attd 
aenakd  him  that,  with  a  dash  «r  nuMtoBy' siiecesB>  ihe  ladies 
wo«td  find  him  irresistible; 
>  They  'sallied  forth,  and  duraeted  titeir  way  to-  Lambeib, 
where  the  dnJre's '  armourer  lived;    A  eeat  of  steel  lined  witk 
hsM,  ersmson  hose,  ai^  a  helmet  hearity  laden- with  pluaaesy 
tomed^kit  tmiform,  ar  sword,  hntge  pistols,  and  aiwo-ed^ed 
{tsB  his  weapons.    Ohi£nck  was  apparency  weU  foraisfaedr 
wM&  mimsfi  f(9r  he  paid  for  everything,  and   selieeted'  in 
addition  a  handsome  wardrobe  of  linen  and  other  neoessariev^ 
befitiin^  aa  officer  of  dragoons ;  isfi%,  he  delivered  a  pulse 
Gdtk^e&Bmg  some  moaey  t»  pay-  his  ezpeDses  ta  kid  regiJEBSBrf^ 
which  he  said  the  duke  had  advanced  on  hia  pay.  (  ..x 

-  it:  grew  -towards  noonday,  wnd  they  were  cm  tfaanr  wdy 
botok  to  Whitdiall,  when  ^y  stopped  for  a  moment' in>  afi 
oo«rt  of  Lesttbeth  pahtos  td  hear  a  encr^  who  wasT  vosi&hutmsrr 
scmething  to  a  very  motky  ci9Jilection*of  mditors;'  B.ertaSt> 
some  papers,  which  he  was  seHiiuo'  at  a  kaikfjoensiy  a^pieee; 
and  the  titl^  instan%  attracted  MevvyA's  aftWntioA.'^'^Tke 
octtil^strijdti  of  Miles  Prance,  the  poptrii  goldsmith^  conoeriuiig' 
the  kto  horrid  murder  of  Sir  £ebmakdbn>T'€racl£E«iy;  tdrcft  isk^ 
Kewgate,  with  throe  justices*  kaoids  to  it  I 

Mervyn  bought  a  copy,  and  Cidffinchv  observing  witk  s;i 
sncOe  tnat  he  must  be  well  able  to  correct  the  ovata,  wdked 
'wHk  ^m  up  an  avenue  of  poplars,  to  read  it  out  ol  obsenraN^ 
lion.  A  gkoice'  convinced  kirn  that  Oates,  dr  kia  party,  had' 
dictated  every  word.  Oi^n,  Berry,  and  HiU,  three  kioklesa> 
Mdgs,  of'whcnn  Mervy»  had  nvferhsaapd,  wei«  Bsoued  a» 
ttle  aetaal  perpetratom  of  ^e  mnrder  ?  Tan  Huysaua,  eerw» 
tflin  popibk  priests,  and  byinueodo/the  Bake  of  Yeck,  w«c» 
iMSig^ied  as  the  iastigatcm;    Mervyn  kasaself  figured, •«'». 


-{'T  fl9BJKEMXl%aBlM.  '  -  "' 


dn^^xdfiediJIediHt/  emploTed  bjrithe  priest  ianeeaTy^fmsamMf^ 
to  Godfrey,  inviting  mm  to  see  the  Duke  of  ¥<)tk«  -On 
ttrrrringi  att  St.  JameB'ff,  it  i  fieeems:  he  (found  his'  Mg^esai  SIl, 
mid  was  obliged' to^  rctaink  irithontt  seeing,  iumj-  Thot  lonv 
deners^  meanwhile^ <  dpgged-him  into.  St*: dememtra'^uBdii 
where  }us>  atsf ed  taihmc  a'  god^  aermoik  of  2>n  Ofttot  ^-mAA 
proceeding  bOnto,  passed  Som^et  Hb«8&,  wheieltL  IJiuiiSe 
and  the  eonspiralianE  weraddiiceiklBd^s  iQiU  went  onH  OKkdj-tHkA 
hitn  'two  men<were  fig^itiBr  wilifain,.aiikd  that  he  &a»pU>tliey 
wioaM  kill  one  dnother^  and  entreated  liim  as «  maeiaiifatinto 
ocnne  and  part  Hiem.  Giodfirej  umi^illingly  compdie^)  aaddnid 
hardly  entered  ere  he  was  seized  by  the  murderers,  .ffibi 
sequel  of  the  tragedy  wma  deaombed  much  as'  it  iTeaiiglh'  Bip- 
pened,  substituting  tke  three  accused  for  tibte  actiial  pezpaj^ 
tratofs  of  the  atrocious  deed.  i    rfotxiT? 

'*  Well,  sir,  and  what  is  your  opinion  of  thia  doeomcnfcf  If 
said  €hiffineh,  not  without  anxiety*  >:/  :.    A 

.  *^  Truth  and  falsehood  are  so  mingled  in  it,  that  it  itonkL 
puzzle  CBdtpus  to  unravel  them,"  said  Mervyn.  ''  tBaltl 
am  sure  this  confession  is  extorted  rather  m>m  P»fiB«^a 
oowaiidice  than  villany,  for  he  is  rather  a  weak  than  at  bad 
man.  The  innocent  blood  that  is  to  be  shed  on  hk  oeefeaaiam 
ahall-  not  flow  if  I  can  prevent  it.  I  will  see  him,  tfaatHT 
Ghiffinch;  I  am  sure  he  daxe  not  say  before  me  thftt^thMetlim 
«re  true."  ;i»'jca 

>  ^  ^^  It  would  do  the  king  good  service,"  said  the  page^keaip 
tatingly ;  *<  but  you  run  your  head  against  your  newfaismod, 
And  perchance  into  a  noose«"  it 

-'^1  care  not;  I  will  venture  all,"  said  Mervyu,  w]liK<« 
shudder,  as  the  recollection  of  Grodfrey's  last  scene  .Tin|i|id 
upon  him.  *'  If  I  cannot  bring  the  murderers  to  juatioe^JE 
ORuat  least  prevent  these  men  from  adding  to  their  vietima. 
Will  you  witii  me,  Ohiffinch r  ».',» 

^  ^*  ]^ot  I,  indeed;  I. will  mix  in  none  of  Mr.  Oatea's  mnl- 
ter8>"  said  the  page*  with  a  shrug.  "  But  if  you  «fe/lMfaifc 
«ci  txying.your  luek  (and  the  king's  patronage  is  wdl  w;6i^ 
the  Motion  s^  thouj^  it  triumph  for  the  moment),  hesft^a  iXb 
river  and  a  seuUer  at  hand."  .'^M 

•  i.'Mervjraiiustttitly  hailed  the  boat,  and  inafitof.aiihlisi- 
tasiay  which  the- wise  m  this  world  will  have  aoHie  diffiddfcpiih 
imagining,  rowed  down  the  river  to  London  'Bsid^  wfaemhe 
landed', and w'alkedto N-ewgate.  fSkapakog the<oomeir of tKe'Old 
iBailey^  he  pfflrorived  a  krge  crowd  thronging  th^jrateaol.<dii 
«c»irt4hou»e,  in  {Krofoufid'sileiioe,  ms  if  «xpeeting.  soai^.impM. 
tant  news.  On  inquiry,  he  learned  that  the  Ave  Jesuits  wua» 
ai:taig]i«d^aiid.  thaik  one  df  .'thentrei&aed  to  p2ead,*80  tlut  the 
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,LIi£^i8< fajntrkd:  state  Df  tmiEic^' <Mcryys:)rtodQc .l£ttfe- nj^tioei^ 
^UKcivdomstaneie/.'.  H«p.  knocked  aiiitbe  cbabtor^aiiibos^  ^Hioh 
iffMii bpeiied:  in^tlEinil^r, ^ as  ii->i sdmg :^ liersriiB I wjas  > lexpectedi 
MoirraL'^itefaded  hda*  requosi'T^  a/eoiixy^aJiid^sdked;  totsiee 
£taaDro,  (tisbefgoidsmoitliJ  (TiiJeHfC^bdrasrchoofelds  jie^j>  an4 
MEe<i>ii&li8'lMidi8Dy:^iii±Bikt.^  >  Mervjw  segpHed  ^ivitb  anothsr 
^imkludlmeee^;  then^  e^emg  JodobL  witin  &  sbrewd  finuls;  ibe  rjailei:^ 
iMltidfitna^jifi:  ke-  Bsm>  h&'wsB  a  ffentieinaav  And^  no  hsiTmioo^d 
bejt^ai ii^ lie^did xtoi^mind if- ne-i&igned  arddis^nsid  admitted 

-qdHoHbwing  his  g^de  tluKmgktlijedceaiy  comdofs  of  the 
«piei|,  iihey  amved  at  a  door  ottongiy  barred'  and  bolted^ 
-which  the  jailor  opened,  and  shoving  in  the  visitor,  sectored  it 
k|;iiiidnBtantlT. 

A  glance  showed  Mervyn  the  miserf  of  the  scene  into 
jWhicii  i'he  had  thus  intruded*  It  was  a  high  narrow  cell, 
H^Md  by  a  gloomy  cross-barred  >  slit,  rather  than  window^ 
db'tlae^^asfdve  wall,  totally  destitute  of  furniture  save  a  heap 
blcitsaw^  ablianket^  a  wooden  platter,  and  a  jug  of  waiter.  On 
4hi8»hjsap  sat  poor  Prance,  his  clothes  hanging  in  tatters  about 
iam^  3&is  head  sharen  and  bare,  for  he  had  &ken  his  wig  off; 
nawui  M»pareii%  sewching  it  dUigently,  by  way  of  uiniae^ 
ment.  He  was  heavily  ironed,  and  his  whole  appearance  was 
-ee^sjiiaaad  wo-begone,  that  Mervyn  could  scarcely  coiiceive 
JuNRxIt  jewmOBfths  oould  have  made  such  an  alteration^  ' 

The  prisoner  raised  his  eyes,  and  starting  so  that  his  qhflans 
jelatored^  replaced  his  wig  m  manifest  confusion,  with*  the  tie 
ivp^iemost*  His  appearanee  at  this  moment — theincBediihnte 
li,stifmiahTnent^  with  which  he  extended  his  lar^e  dirty  hand  ^ 
atmekm  that  which  Mervyn  held  out  to  ktm^  wAa  almost 
ludicrous  but  for  its  horrible  ghastHness.  It  was'  some  time» 
•^snrerep,?  before  he  could  recognize  in  the  wett^dnessed  mdan- 
ddselyd«oking  youth,  the  sprightly  young  ^atiiendanb  on  Oatetf. 
i¥nimli»did  so,  he  burst  mto  tears,  andsobbediikeatwomaa 
*Sift  80BB&  iime»  and  Mervyn  oould  not  ^  refrain)  friatu'  drang  t&e 
like.  .'     .•.;:•-'>•,?:'!  t''U.  T*>/ri 

-iei}|{Dion%  say  anything  toane'^^ozfc't,  donfiv^l'iaio'wyoi/'are 
dh^D^bent  I!'  seftibed  Prahee;  '^  lit  is  all  myeursednvifeiuid  tixafc 
^fflnter,  Qateff  |-<^h,  don^  repvoaieh  me/ '  .  ■  > '  •  i  v  ^*  u  v 
hUvl^bt  fEnrrmine  town  paft, .'Bmace/*  said  iMarvyn* •.  ihl 
cii0aiKaly  forgive  yoa'^re^dnabie  doubts  xauBt  exists  on  jrotir 
-anxid  agabffit^  me*-  But&r.ivhal^  relates  to  /those  iiiiKieent 

"Innoeent tiu^ sjoe lor allihatil  knowy"^ iht»rrtipfod/tiie 


mAiajmf  goldsiaith^  •  -  <'  Bnt  -Tfiliit^  can  I  dei  f— ^  mast  -  ^^  ato 
tliey  md  me,  or  htang  for  it.  Thej  have  torttuwd  ine  ^1  f 
'Tpnyeii  for  <fe»ih^*HMSiMred  iii3r  wunba  Bearly<4^-4ook8ir, 
tiie  joints  are  powerless,  and  how  am  I  to  work  at  my  tNAb 
.if  eimr  I  g«t  loot  again  P-»^I  «ant  be  iMsnged,  MmAiac  MerFyn 
•^I  wonY  be  hanged  ]-'      -  ■-*'■ 

**Y<m  will  be  hanged  and  daamed  tooj^  Mid  1&e^y<feM9i, 
"rchemendy.  ^  Thesef^fillaims  will  loafae  yoa  ti^eir  tbct  fbrst, 
and  ^en hang  yon  ottt  of  tfaa  way."  ..    •«   .'u^-. 

'**NoiSkO,  air  i-r^no,  no,  it  as  imfoss^lel"  rtBplied'  l^ifance, 

iliAlr4ny  all o^ieT in  an  agne  of  fear.    ". Gfl;toB hasfiwom ^fety^st 

me  off  if  I  confessed  as  he  dictated — and  I  have,  I  hsif^! 

Otherwise!  ahoold  have  hanged  to-anObrFO^,  ibr-  Bedk>4  wit- 

.  nesaed  that  he  sanr  me  standi^  over  the  ^ead  bocbf ^  and-^^* ' 

**  Why  did  yon  not  confess  the  taruthP — ^the  truth  4o^  mdt 
criminate  y(m,  Prance !"  said  Mervyn. 

^Nor  save  me  from  the  rope/  replied  the  goldsiaitih, 
.despentely.  ^I  tried  it,  btit  it  would  n6t  do — ^nebodv 
.  believed  me.  I  must  eith^  hang,  or  hang  others — it  u  not 
may  fanlt.    Their  blood  be  on  the  heads  of  my  betrayers  !** 

«  TioKt  blood  will  be  on  your  own  head  for  evor,  France^-" 
^esaaHned.  Mervyn. 

"  I  cannot  help  it;  I  will  not  be  hanged,"  said  i^ei  gokE- 
annth,  doggedly.  . 

**  Youuali  not  be  hanged,  if  joa  will  retract  Hiese  fiJae- 
thoods,  and  eon^s  the  troth !"  saad  Mervyn. 

"  And  bring  yon  that  assurance  £rom  the  dnJoe^-l^e  dok^P^ 
iexclaimed  France.  '*  Swear  to  me,  Mffl»ter  Mervyn,  tiikt  I 
ahsJl  be  allowed  to  plead  the  king's  pardon  and  I  will  retraet 
4everv1hiag'-*write  myself  a  liar  on  every  wall  in  England  V* 

'*  I  cannot  promiBe  so  m«dx*-*-I  have  no  aulhifKcity — ^bnt, 
Fnnee,  have  you  no  consoience  P" 

"  Have  I  a  conscienoe  ?    Oh,  Master  Mervyn,  what  eke 
iceeps  me  in  a  perpetual  hell  oi  thought  P — Bat  I  have  « "ne^ 
.too,'*  he  added  with  a.  ghastly  grin,  "  and  I  will  notbechdtjsd 
ihhe  a  mad  dog." 

.  '*  Deserve  well  of  the  courts  and  I  think  I  can  promise  ycm 
yonr  pardon,  and  rewards  too,"  said  Mervyn.  '  •  r .  • 

"  OTfr^if— if  I'teli  thin^  as  Ihey  appeared  to  me,  I  must 

accuse  the  Duke  of  York  I'  said  Prance,  with  mingled  eagesp- 

ness  and  hesitation.      '^Oome,  cosne,  I  know  you  acre  tibe 

dnke's  page  of  the  dark  staifs-*-give  me  some  comfort,  now 

•  do  1" 

"  Accuse  no  man,"  said  Mervyn,  with  a  somewhat  Jesuitical 
silence  on  this  important  point,  ''only  deny  that  you  know 
insight  cvf  the  matter." 


K-4hat.  dread&U  night — by  the.  DufceLiof.  Yorit's  ttrderafi" 
^oaaed  poor  Praace.     '' Bedloe  .ftubstantiii^:  aoeu&ea  me 

.  ;  f*.jK»e  iBurtherer  1"  ejacxilabed  MeriPfm  '*  Oaa  yewi  not 
allege — are  you  not  porter  of  those  chsunbevs  P-^-fiught  yoi^ 
dni^ir  ha^  tnkeD.  yottitbove  P"  . 

^'  4-t  twQ  in  the  morai^F"  smd  Praiioe«  shakmg  lub  >babi 
ekull mournfully.    " If  youiadeed,  Maatep M^rvyn — ^"  . 

^A'^'WUl  Jb^ar  you  witn^^I  ha^e  the  kbg's  .pa^n  <tn  my 
.pogbe4''  9aid  Mfirryn.  "The  truth  Tfiil  be  apparent  flome 
day,,  f  and  thereby  shall  we  all  be  judged,  Branee." 

"  I  will  deny  my  eeirfession— I  will  say,  as  I  did  at  firtt, 
that  J  know, nothing  of  the  matter/'  said  the  goldfimith  in  a 
&V  of  onl^usiasm.  **  jBedloe  is  a  liar^  and  one  witness  cannot 
hang  me!     If  his  majesty  will  be  good  to  me,  I  wHl^I 

.The  rattle  of  the  bolts  waa  heard  at  this  moment,  and  the 
turnkey  entered  in  evident  consternation.  **  I  caa't.allow  y»a 
to  stay  any  longer,  my  master, "  he  «aid,  sharply.  *'  fiere  is 
godly  parson  Gates  a  coming  this  way,  to  risit  the  prisoners, 
and  make  'em  confessj  and  it's  as  much  as  my  neck's  worth  to 
i^  a  stianger  be  found  here." 

Prance  turned  deadly  pale  and  looked  gaspin^y  atMerFym, 
whoj  after  a  moment's  consideration,  briefly,  but  significantly 
advised  him  to  tell  the  truth,  and  wake  certain  that  it  should 
*be,0f  no  ill  consequence- to  him. 

Prance  again  burst  into  tears»  and  Merryn  Mfc  him  in  his 
dnngeon^  sobbing  like  a  child. 

It  was  too  late,  however,  to  avoid  Gates,  whom  MervyxL 
now  perceived  coming  up  the  corridor  in  canonicab,  with  a 
prayer-book  open  in  his  hand.  Brother  Titus  did  not  imme- 
diatdiy  observe  his  young  proticf^;  he  was  hurrying  on, 
seamiagly  much  disturbed  by  the  importunities  of  a  woman 
vbo  followed  him. 

»  "  Nay,  but  sweet,  holy  Mr.  Gates,  when  will  you  'let  him 
ostP"  she  was  saying.  "  The  business  is^oing  to  pieces,' the 
apprentices  will  not  work,  and  what  am  Ito  do  if  you  hang 
my  husband?  You  know  while  we  had  anything,  you  were 
aiwflji^s  welcome  to  bite  and  sup—" 

^  *'  -A^oid  me«  sinful  Eve,. lest  I  crush  ye,"  said  Gates,  sto]^ 
pbig  fi«Eeely  ahort  ''  Would  you  teni|pt  me  to  sjMore  whoGU 
the  Lord  hath  devoted,  and  save  thy  miserable  sinner  of^a 
husband !— -Begone !" 

,.  *'  Master  Gates,  yoU  shall  hear  me ! — I  will  expose  you, 
devil,"  jBxclaimed  the  woman.    **  I'll  have  the  mob  tear  ywi 


into  ie9iii«0rilttg»-I  irm^  I  aiie7«hink]Hiwnir1ud^-ttslMii.«tAid 
<&dir  a&gel  is-^^^ough  it  make  metiw  *llamcidertwi!»tchi4laii 
erer  caat^flluido^  ^  tiie  «mr  r* 

'  "Out  Ti{k>n  thiM!!-<^«ii^  tiiou  Bfiok  sach .aaotker <weedl*  I 
'irIB  8tdke1;keedafiib/'(il«idH«Bfti"  riiootttlOatot^'Glendbixig 

hkfistiBi;i6iir\Aajckieiik^  '    -  .  ^ 

'  ''  Bldodhottndt'ilicm  dialt  not  asren  haxh,  wawaikilmtk^l^kci" 
^^elahnediSicv^^^'tfttddcrdly dBart)iii|rln*vrc^u thoQi.     .a  <,4:. 
''^'  So,  *so,  femig  mtmt»T  %**^a  new  Tiff^ut  P'*  miitl^entcL  Oi(toi 
irifk^g  fr^  hie  "sa^najtm^  attitoae.     '  "  Here's. ^»  fns&lr 
^r^Bikun  fof  cvMng  fkeihroBkB  of  ^oorippote^tBt^^vM^mlml 
"--Well,  well,  the  Hoage  flball  hwrof  th»— foraoatk,' »  gowwrty 
man! — what  dO'youdiaargepertiffo»fc?*- 
''  I  would  do  yours  for  nothing  and  this  instant^  bntiofa 
i)eti»r  reaions  tiian  on^r  you  can  offer,  Maeteij  O^i^^".  Hldd 
Mervjn.    ^'But  that  time  is  to  oome-^at  -pteBrnkt/gOi-^mat 
ways,  but  dare  not  even  to  eye  this  woman  threatesdngly."  - 

"  In  God's  name,  you  are  welcome  to  the  tixA  and  hm 
sdamorous  tongue,"  said  Oates,  with  a  lau^h.  ■■    ^     ■ 

**  Deitr  young  gentleman,  what  must  x  do  P— he>  wiH  liaag 
my  husband !"  sobbed  Mrs.  France.  .,.  - 

-  "  You  have  sold  yourself  to  the  :Eend  incasmate,  W4aiMn»'/ 
said  Merryn  sternly,  "  and  all  you  can  do  to  extraeattj^  519UC 
•oul  frofm  nis  lime-twigs  is  to  join  your  husband  ia  tellotig  ibe 
truth." 

■  **  Hast  thou  been  tampering^  with  my  prisoners  I"  exclaq&ad 
Oates.  ''I  must  see  to  this,  good  sooth,"  and  hB  9Mn0§^ 
has^y,  pursued  by  Mrs.  Prance. 

'  fie  paused,  however,  a  few  paces  off,  aa  if  to  aecuxi^lus 
person,  and  turning  with  a  most  £endish  leer,  "  3iiMs»  jMm 
iave  visited  my  friends,  go  -visit  your  own,"  he  said*  **  %m 
^tron  and  master,  Van  Huysman,  is  in  the  press-jmtv}* 
waiting  lite  judge's  warrant  to  be  crushed  into  a  jttlyi"  .  vSb 

'then  moved 'hsstity  off.  -    .»■?*».  ^ 

'  **  Yan  Huysman  I"  repeated  Mervyn,  aghast.  ^*  WhatAiji 
'hemeott'l^'  •  ,.*,. 

'  '**  Wisemto  or  Houseman,  or  some  such  name,  sir^'  rfpliiii 
tiie  jatier.  '^It's  the  Jesuit  provincial  as  is  ta  be  pr^Mite 
death,  because  he  wont  pkad  to  the  'dictment."  -  ;>;^««  ^  - 

-  -  '^  Van  Huysman !"  eciioed  the  youlii.  *'  It  is  imposfdW^*" 
^ ''* Wofs  impossibler  sir?"  said  the  jailer,  witb  riAdoat 
curiosity.  ^  Why,  yon  can  see  Inm:  if  you  thmiis  pxpm/M^ 
''#111  stand  a  iittle  gavniskN^Va  the  prettiest  aighjti>a8  has  ^iilii 
Sn'ttite  gate  these  ten-years.'*  1.'..-  nvt^i 

'    Merrmhad«>nlyp<fw^i1»h&adio.il^mtoiBa4ii^ 
^bllowML  witk  A  heart  kboMBguihaostito  airfSwtou  z .  ^l.'\ 


THE. 

.:^*f0«r-hBrfie<  ht<m§^  iMm.  io  a  flight  «>f  sfcoaejiteps,  hf 
tfktek  ibof  euteiwdihs  ^en^yaxd.  It  wfts  a  laar jj^e  guadrafigle^ 
the  size  of  which  was  much  diminlahctdby  the  h^h  walls  of  the 
■prmoni  set  with  gloom^rlKMiied  w^dew«,  which  cribbed^  it  in 
<Ml'«TCKPf  side«  AH  ihese  window^  w$«re  twciiltDkd  hy  ghaatij* 
looking  beings,  roused  from  the  >  ;t0^pM.^  lOt  d«fl^ir  by  the 
ezftootAti^n  m  »  df^t  *,  *  fmsiO'  er ea  held  <  thesaselve^  ns  at  the 
bars  with  their  chuued  haads.^  -Th^  yard  waa :  filled  with* 
mtfU^f  HaMWg  <of  priaoiwrs,  ragged,  0^^udbid>  ,aad  brutal  with 
disease  and  cftime,  who  were  sepavated  fromt  a  ^up  «t  the; 
endof  itbeieomrt  hf  a  chain  drawn  alaroas.  The  jailor  desired 
MMTfB-  id»4)ake  a  stand  on  a  block-  of  stotie,  whioh  seemed 
once  to  have  been  a  whipping^post,  whenee  he  could  obtain  a 
good  Tiew^f  Hie  exhibition,  and  he  meohanieally  obeyed. 
t  liomeof  the  persons  of  the  group  before  him  Mervyn 
nwilgidaed  without  the  loquacious  heip  of  lus  cicerone.  Tbe 
two  vherifis,  Bethel  and  Cornish,  were  there,  and  a  person- 
U^  whom  he  concluded  to  be  the  execution^.  He  was  a  tall 
reckless-looking  ruffian,  dad  in  leathern  hose,  and  a  doublet 
of 'UataAncd  bullskin  worn  with  the  hair  out.  Mervyn's 
xa|dd  eye  found  not,  howeyer,  the  object  it  sought  in  terrible 
uggMitianty  ^  but  it  was  eiddent  that  some  strange  deed  was 
iK«rognffiB.  The  sheriffs  whispered  each  ol^r  mysteriously, 
and.  iAk&ce  was  a  hush  among  the  wild  denizens,  ominous  as 
the  silence  of  the  woods  oil  an  overcast  noonday.  It  was  a 
hviffht  morning,  but  only  a  glaring  blue  square  of  sky  was 
Umiilm  fipdm  tl:^  yard,  lit  by  an  unseen  sun,  and  as  Mervyn 
looked  upward  he  imagined  he  was  in  some  wildering  dream* 

In- a  few  minutes  he  saw  Gates  make  his  appearance  near 
the  sheriffs,  and  look  around.  Their  eyes  met,  and  Oates 
seMied  to  address  some  observation  to  Bethel  oonoeming 
him;  but  his  attention  was  almosi  instantly  attracted  and 
dlQsd  dsewhere.  A  massive  door  in  front  suddenly,  rolled 
open,  and  a  man  with  a  mace  and  open  parchment,  made  his 
■pycssauce,  followed  by  some  soldiers  with  their  partisans 
fixed.  In  the  midst  of  this  warlike  array,  walked  &  tall 
ngio^  wkh  hi»  arms  folded,  perfectly  pale,  bat  serene,  and 
iretoiiig'  a  long  black  mantle  in  a  monastic  style.  Mennjm 
^oold  not  mistake  him*--it  was  Van  Hay sniaa. 
-  "tkit  scnne  minutes  after  this  appalling  recognition,  Mervyn 
stood-  rooted  to  the  ground,  wioiout  the  power  of  speech. 
Msflswhile  the  crier,  fov*  soeb)  the.  maoeiwinr  seemed  to  he, 
«ilsr4lie  4o&g:^nasBl.  '<  O  yes^O  yeaJ"  yelled  forth  the  usoal 
proclamation  in  the  king's  name.  -JM9  deoonent  aimoanced 
UM  tlwpilioner,  lumii^  rsfiumd-io^lead,  was  ordered  to  be 
pat  in  a,ptiiS|  with  m-.^  iiiiioh.jiiinMi>aiuL  stOBO  upon  him  as  he 
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•ooM  bear,  and  mote ;  that  the  first  day  li^ilioiild  Jittvelli^iee 
monek  of  hsxh^y  broad,  mid  the  next  day  he  mi^^  dxfak 
tkrice  of  the  diumnel* water,  but  of  no  spring  or-  roanAftm ; 
and  that  this  should  be  his  punishment  till  he  died. 

A  murmur  -of  honor  ran  throqEigk  Ihe  «rowd,  and  ihete  tras 
a  rash  to-  o4>tain  a  view  of  the  prisoner ;  but  he  did  not  aeem 
at  all  moved.  The  ener  then  handed  his  parohmenttoBetJiel, 
who  todc  it«*HKnd  there  was  a  deatUy  siienGe.  •  '^     * 

^  Master  Housman,"  said  Bethel  at  last,  in  a  faiteritig;  tone, 
*'  you  see,  here  is  my  wannat ;  yon  have  heard  it  ie«ad.'  ^  X'do 
beseech  you  hare  some  compassion  on  yourself,  and^s]»diice  the 
eyes  of  Christian  men  a  horrid  sight!  I  do  implabrot'jFini, 
plead!" 

"Not  so.  Master  Sheriff,"  replied  Van  Huysaaiu  •  ** Bjr 
no  deed  of  mine  will  I  acknowledge  the  infamoos  andbloo^ 
tribunal,  at  whieh  you  summon  me  to  plead,  only  to  murder 
me  with  forms  of  law." 

"  Then  must  we  put  the  dreadful  sentenee  in  toce,  "whidbi 
but  to  hear  makes  our  flesh  to  creep  I"  said  Bethel. 

''  The  will  of  my  Master  be  done !"  replied  the  eedeaiaatii, 
looking  calmly  upward.  "  I  am  here  to  bear  witness,  wiiii 
my  blood,  to  the  truth — ^the  way  is  thorny,  but  it  leads*  to 
heaT«n !— -dark  and  terrible  the  gate,  bat  it  opens  on  eternal 
hgkt and  peace!" 

■    '*  Bather  on  eternal  damnation  I-*-perishin^  soul  and  body 
in  thy  idolatrous  misbelief!"  exclaimed  Oormsh. 

^  Eternity  is  before  me — ^I  am  about  to  stake  ETSsirirr  on 
the  faitili  which  is  within  me,"  replied  the  prisoner,  cahniyv 
'    "  Mauster  Bector,  I  am  here  in  a  Christian  spirit,  to  eojiopt 
you  not  to  waste  both  soul  and  body,"  said  Gates.    **  Be  not 
as  burned  wood  on  the  waters,  but  rep^it  your  sins,  and—^" 

"Good  brother  Titus,  peace,"  mterrupted  the  priest. 
'*  You  have  betrayed  me  to  this  past— but  confine  your  soeal 
to  the  laceration  of  my  body**^and  know  diat  the  ain  wiach 
weighs  heaviest  on  my  ocmscience  at  this  moment  is  my  fva< 
serial  of  thy  life  in  the  forest  o£  Clairvaux.'* 

"  Presarral ! — fine  presanral,  forsooth  I"  exdaimed  Oatw* 
''PreearraJ,  says  he,  to  keep  me  afterwards  on  bread- attd 
water-*make  me  meed  by  myself^  like  one  pkfoe^stracl&w 
call  me  spy,  oeU  me  like  a  lunatic,  hare  me  hissed  for  "a 


"Beace,  Dr. Gates;  this  is  scarce  decent,^'  said  Batel, 
sharply.  "Hearen  foibid  you  shonid  Ibroe  me,  MHrtsr 
fiousman,  to  do  my  warrant?*^at  if  it  must  be-^time  drwws 
on.    Have  you  no  friends  whom. you  would  bid  farewell  taF' 

"  Few,  and  thoae  distant,"  replied  Van  BJnysmnu  *  *^  Bof 
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AeireAre  some  who  lore  me  above  theae  tranquil  hetrwa, 
who  aare  wreatihing  for  these  temples,  ail  uaworthy  as  they 
fieeift  to  you,  the  eTergreeu  wreiUh.  of  martyrdom  I  I  acm 
ready." 

.  <<  f'ather !"  exclauued  a  BujQTocated  Toice  behind^  and  ihe 
Jesuit,  starting  round,  reoeived  Menrmin  his  extended  arms. 

*^  J^&jt  the  most  loved  is.  nearest,   he  said,  dutching  the 
youth  to  his  breast,  and  suffering  him  to  weep,  in  a  paroxism 
o£' griefs  for  some  moments,  during  which  all  kepi  a  oeep 
.  ^ence,  but  he  shed  no  tear  himself. 

*'  Mf  son,*'  he  said,  at  last,  gently  loosening  the  youth's 
fimbraoe^  ''you  have  yielded  simcienU^  to  the  weakness. of 
humanity,  show  now  its  strength.  Tius  is  well;  thou  art 
iffrived  to  witness  how  a* catholic  soldier  of  the  cross  lays 
down  his  armour,  the  battle  being  fought,  and  sunset  come." 

^^  ^Father ! — you  do  not,  you  cannot  mean  to  rush  madly  on 
this  terrible  death  !'*  exclamied  Mervyn. 

**  Not  madly,  but  most  rationally,  Mervyn,"  said  the  priest, 
calmly.    "  Death  is  the  porter  of  Paradise  I     Who  would 

fmfer  the  aches  and  terrors  of  this  life  to  death,  if  he  felt  as 
do-*that  the  shores  of  heaven  bound  the  dark  billows  of 
the  future  P  Would  you  have  me  give  the  lie  to  my  whole 
existence  P  Where  were  now  the  rehgion  of  Grod,  had  Paul's 
heart  failed  for  torture  or  for  death  P  My  resolution  is  fixed 
AS  the  Alps*  I  am  here  to  die  for  him  who  died  for  all 
mankind." 

'.  '^Oome,  come.  Master  Jesuit,  we  must  have  no  more  of 
yooc  pojjish  gabble,"  interrupted  Oates.  *'  Mr.  Sheriff,  theoee 
aare  precious  though  guilty  souls  around,  and  we  must  not 
coffer  them  to  be  corrupted,  lest  putting  dry  wood  in  the 

fixe,  iir-r" 

**  Yillain ! — nsj,  I  am  sorry  to  have  spoken  such  a  word  at 
such  a  pass,"  said  the  priest,  slightly  kindling.  ''I  would 
havre  this  eaxth  without  animosity  against  any  man,  but  I  bid 
ik»e  remember  !•-— these  are  thy  high  and  palmy  days,  in  which 
thou  flauntest  with  all  thy  branc&s  at  Heaven,  saying  to  the 
jnads,  '  I  am  eternal  I*  JSut  the  lightnings  of  Grod  will  des- 
.<eend  upon  thee  yet,  wither  thv  pride,  tear  up  thy  roots#  and 
-vake  thv  topmost  verdure  the  hidlng*place  of  snakes  and 
reptiles! 

"  Look'ye,  Master  Sheriff,  see  joil  how  the  court- s]^agald 
■eyes  meP — ^the  deooy-pagel"  said  Gates,  drawing  back  less 
Irem 'this  outburst  than  from  the  fierce  expression  in  Mervrn's 
«mntenance.  **  I  doubt  me,  some  paupisn  rescue  is  intended* 
Look  to  it.  Master  Bethel  1" 

;    **  Guards,  draw  near,"  exckdmed  Comii^,  in  great  alarm. 

X  2 
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*Nay,  *«y,' Brothel*  Corttishi  I  think  tfee^  be  onhr'tfce 
flqti^id  wtisrtches  of  the  prison  fitboUt  tt0,  for  the  most  pa(Pt?^ 
fchaiftfl,"  -said  Beth^.  *•  Let '  the  'pHsonel?  %m  what  he  wiflw^ 
he  can  do  ^^ttt  no  hatoi.  They  cannot  be  okunned  dee^^isn??'^ 
'   *•  Bnt- they  Xnay  be  8avtidr*'ttiid  Haystnaji,  wiftli  a  ^iiiild 

fiSasbei  oti  thehaggturd  miiMeB.'   '*"H^ar'ine,  my  brothisra^^ 
am  come  to  die,  and  if  ever  men  speak  truth)  it  k  itt'ffidui&ia 
ifttyment — --i"  ''  '    "         v   ■  .  ••   ,     ..*  fr(.Y  •' 

^'SHfe,  gentlemen,  do  not  heaiT  the  popish  tfliaMI^  ^^oD' 
claimed  Oates^'  ,     i     ••       ,     »     ..  r-  .-ckuj  nn  nl 

.  **  !N*o  popery !  no  popery  !*'  yelled  tfee  orowd,  and  al  iovnfboQd 
Uproar  followed,  wmeh  was  only  ibilenced  by1^«'  erfeill^  M^adter 
Toice  of  Cornish.  "  Silence,  fellows,  rogues,  TagfabanAi^^su. 
let  us  do  our  duty  !'*  he  shouted.  "  Come,  Masster  Jesuit;  Ve 
haye  no  time  to  lose.  The  justices  want  to  dine^  andi^dkey 
cannot  leave  court  till  we  bring  word  the  prisone*'>wiS  iwGt 
plead."  »'     ^I'ln-, 

"  True,  brother — his  time  of  grace  is  over,"  said  B^tkd 
hastily.    "  Come,  sir,  are  you  re^y  P"  '  '' 

"  iTe  not  so  eager  of  blood,  sirs,  lest  it  be  meted  toyoa-iB 
your  own  measure,"  said  Van  Huysman,  calmly.  **  I  -iiiii 
ready;  but  first  I  would  fain  address  a  few  words  taiheee 
wanderers  from  the  fold,  and  bid  farewell  to  this  chiM  efitniy 
heart." 

**  H'are  it  comes — a  fine  popish  sarmon  in  Newgate  I'^^mgUI 
Gates.  •  •  '='t)''«'i 

"Our  warrant  gives  no  authority  for  such  seandiiMto 
^raifcmgs,"  said  Cornish.  *'  Speed,  speed ! — ^Mr.  Bec^tder 
Jeffiries  hath  so  endorsed  it."  *  ■  'it 

"  Patience  awhile,  in  the  name  of  mercy !"  exclaimed  Meiw 
vyn,  wildly.  "  Delay  but  an  hour— one  little  hoar---and  in 
that  time  I  doubt  not  to  obtain  his  majesty's  stay  on  ttieUe 
diabolical  proceedings !"  .-    •' 

**  DoubtteSB,  doubtless  P"  said  Cornish,  laughing  tatdowh^ 
eally.  "  What,  does  the  young  traitor  accuse  his'  marjori^ 
of  popish  leanings  P"  •  -n^ntf 

'  ^  My  son,"  sa^  the  priest,  tenderly ;  "  my  dear  svMk/'^dftoI- 
}ect  yourself  I  The  die  is  cast^^he  bitterness  of  d^flrt^nia 
<^er.  What  x»nst  thou  doP  Be  patient,  dnldy  Andlwvi. 
yet  sow  seeds  which  shall  bloom  in  !raradise !"  t'*<i  rrn  t 

^  I  can  do  much,  if  I  had  but  agasp  of  time,'*  said  Mewyoi. 
^  am  in  the  king^s  service;  (^rant  me  but  one  hxmti^pm 
hfdf-hotir,  gentlemen,  and  I  doubt  n6t  the  king  •riudi'Mce 
fotae  order  which  shaU  bpard  the  horror  of  um  juidteial 
aiurder!"  -   •  •  .'^ 

"We  have  no  right— no  privilege-— to  disobey  the  oiden 
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ofthismaujiesty's  loairct  chailb  ;|u8taioe  V*-  s^id  (M^*  i^The 
dbenffs  do  so  under  au  enormous  forfeit  to  the  king  |  9^4-^ 
k0<>iw  not  tkat  eiilver  of  yoja, .  >niy  tni|u|ter8fr .  is  )$p  'in  the,  court 
sumMne  as  to  eebape  any.  punisnjnent  it :  qan  infliot. '.' . , 
i,;,1*iFor  my  pact  I  will  do  my  dutya^wiMit^T^P  ^ujes  ,of  it— 
ihott^it  Were  against  my  natara);  bloo4,".  ssaA  tjl^e  J^a)^^^ 
iaiifybK^yt 09mish» •   i        ,i^  j    •  •    .«>  i   ;..<-  .„.,..  , 

"  You  hear,  Mervyn,"  said  the  Jesuit,  placidly*. .  "  Stai^ 
not  b^ii(w<ieo!i  me  an4  thes  glorious  sun  of]  bli^a  t)^  nevev  sets. 
In  an  hour — ^nay,  weep  not,  child — in  an  hour,  this  tortured 
UpkitiiJwiU  .rest  for  ever  in  the  bosons  of  its  Qod,  It  is  a 
T9lo^  aud^  ste^p.  aadent  itO;  heaven,  but  idid  onr>  blessed  Master 
^te^aA  4^  softer?" 

-»7^*.Com0,  despatch,  despatch!"  exclaimed  Cornish. 
y^a^Ymhox^  eager,  sir,"  said  Van  Huysman^  "  Look  to  it  !— 
;£be  trbe^  of  fortune  is  never  at  a  stand,^  and  its  whirl  maj 
crush  you  too.    You  have  a  traitor's  heart — and  may  find  a 
teiit^r's  doom." 

"  Father,  if  ever  you  have  loved  me,  hear  me  !"  said  M^r^ 
^B»  passionately*  '* Plead  to.  this  tyrannous  indictment! 
^oui:  life,  not  your  death,  is  needed  by  the  church !  ConsenJ; 
't0  plead,  and  I  will  wring  your  pardon  from  the  king,  or  die 
^^hisleet!" 

"  It  is  too  late,  my  fine  young  gallant,  sentence  is  pro* 
JMMimded,."  said  Gates.  ''He  has  rejected  marey,  and  my 
lords  and  judges — ^no,  nor  the  king  himself — cannot  revoke 
dMrnmshment." 

1  j.'M.iJoiilie,  murderer,  you  lie ! — the  kinoj  can  pardon  ev^  at 
the  block !"  shouted  Mervyn.  "  He  shall  plead  his  inajefirty's 
^aldcHiy  he  shall,  I  swear  it." 

If;  V'No,  my  son,  the  king  dares  not  pardon  me,"  ^aid  Van 
Sttjfsman.  **  The  surges  of  faction  run  too  high  to  save  a 
single  plank  from  the  wreck.  Besides,  these  gentli^men  are 
iv'ii^.hiirr/.  How  long,  brother,  "  he  8aid»  toi^iiing  to  the 
igteaciitipnev — ^''how  long  does  it  take  a  man  .tp\die  iu-the 
press  P"  .... 

4</A¥0i^i  «ir,  that  depends  oa  the  weight,  a#d  h«^w  it's  put, 
»ndtwhether  the  indulgence  is  granted,"  repU:ed  Jack>  scratfch" 
Q^  hh  buU4tke  head.  "  That  same  is  a  pointed  piece,  of 
timber  under  the  back,:  or  pulling  the  sharp  corner  o^  th# 
.|sqQf«>^  1^s-heart»  and  then  it's  do«^e!  in  about  ten  n^nu^es  or 
.^iqufurtet^-^rbut  sonfte-haYe  been,  known  tp  live  out  a  d^-nl 
'Xitoet'kAowed^ne  thAt  needed^a^ylbhing  the  second  4;h^iiigll^'' 
IhriUl  cannot  claim  any. iiuch: indulgence  of  mQpsi»ura..jy^e 
sherifis,  I  am  afraid,"  said  Van  Huysman,  with  a  quaint  E^ 


I .'. 


"No  Mdulgence !"  sliotited  Cornish.  *^Come,  brother 
Bethel." 

**I  prdy  God,  Mastei*  Cortiish,'that  yonr  last  momenta  "be 
not  so  hurried,"  said  Van  Huvsman.  Then  turning  c&bxiij 
to  the  exectttioiier,  he  said,  "  "What  is  necessary  to  be  dbns, 
brother  P"  •  -' 

"  Brother  hj  Eve's  side !— but  that's  the  eta^/*  -r^Hed 
that  official,  with  a  grih.  "  Why,  sir,  an't  please  yoti,  ycrct 
need  only  strip  as  nwced  as  you  were  bom."  "  '  ['^ 

*'  1  trust  you  will  allow  me  to  die  With  decency,  sirs,"  «£d 
the  priest,  with  some  emotioti. 

"  i^ay,  'tis  enough  if  he  strips  to  waistcoat  and  drawtsrtt,* 
said  Bethel,  with  a  doubtful  glance  at  his  ferocious  y^'kb" 
fellow.    "  Ay,  ay,  that  will  do,  I  think,  Gomish  ?"  '     '  '  ^ 

"Then  I  need  only  remove  mine  habit,"  said  Tan  i^jpis- 
man,  unfastening  a  rope-girdle  which  he  wore.  "  I  fdi^ve 
mine  enemies ;  but  they  made  me  wear  this  at  the  bar  to 
excite  a  deadlier  prejudice.  Brother,  I  will  not  detain  y<Wi 
long." 

"  I  an't  in  no  hurry,  sir,"  said  Jack  Ketch,  politely.  "  But 
I  hope  you'll  remember  me.  It's  hard  work,  and  I  knotf  a 
trick  or  two  to  make  a  gentleman's  death  come  easy." 

"I  have  always  paid  my  debts,  and  am  persuaded  none 
ever  deserved  so  much  froni  my  hands  as  thou  wilt  do  to*day, 
friend,"  said  Van  Huysman,  with  a  smile,  and  he  put  several 
pieces  of  gold  in  the  executioner's  hand. 

"  Why,  sir,  though  I  say  it  that  shouldn't,"  rejoined  ^^ 
man,  greatly  mollified  with  this  present,  "I  always  strives  to 
do  my  duty  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  and  if  -Aeir 
honours  will  let  me.  111  put  the  bolt  right  over  your  fifth  rib. 
I  warrant  you  wont  be  long  a-kicking." 

He  then,  with  officious  zeal,  aided  the  priest  to  strip  oflThift 
mantle,  which,  after  examining  with  the  cautious  eye  of  & 
Jew  clothesman,  he  folded  up  as  his  perquisite. 

Mervyn  stood  petrified  with  horror  beside  his  'doomed 
patron ;  even  the  mob  were  breathless  with  expectation,  satd 
curiosihr  painted  itdelf  in  fearful  characters  on  those  "wan, 
diseased,  melancholy,  or  ferocious  countenances,  those  Ji«^* 
gard,  gazing  eyes,  and  gaping  mouths. 

Van  Huysman  proceeded  to  unbotton  his  vest,  when  he 
paused  and  turned  to  the  mob,  in  a  manner  which  irresistMy 
sWftVed  them  to  attention. 

"  Brethren,"  he  said,  with  awful  solemnity  of  tone,  **y(5ti 
see  me  here ; — ^I  am  here  to  die.  In  a  few  rfiort minutes  this 
living,  breathing  form,  will  be  senseless  clay.    I  trtlst  y6ti 
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usiU-  hear  me  speak  a  £@w  words,  for  few  they  shall  be.    If  I 
have  sinned " 

«<  Ck>me,  Mr.  Hotuamatt,  we  eaottot  listen  to  tiiis^*'  inter- 
rupted Comishr 

"  Well,  I  have  done,  sir,"  said  Yan  HuyanMui,  calmly. 
*'  The  plougher*8  office  is  not  the  reaper's.  I  leave  my  forgive- 
z^a,a<Qd  blessing  oa  all  manldnd^even  on  thee,  Oates.  And 
i^osw,  I  have  done  with  life,  except  to  bid  thee  farewell,  my  sou 
— ^farewell,  but  not  for  ever !" 

j  He  tijmed  to  Mervjii,  who  sobbed  convulsively.  "  Come 
hiitlier,  child/'  he  said  in  a  moved  tone,  and  sinking  his  voice 
shsx»t  to  a  whisper,  he  added — *'  thou  art  entered  into  a  good 
eervice— of  a  king,  who  is  a  cathohc  at  heart.  Some  day  thy 
Bword  may  be  needed.  I  charge  thee  wear  it  ready  in  the 
eheatb !  I  would  fain  confide  to  thee  a  secret,  but  this  is 
neither  the  time  nor  the  place.  Xnow  only  that  this  locket 
contains  the  portrait  of  thv  mother — a  woman  whose  false- 
hood hiLS  embittered  my  wnole  existence.    Bury  it  with  me." 

Van  Huysnuin  slipped  a  small  gold  locket  mto  his  hand, 
and  then  with  calm  courage  removed  his  gabardine,  and  some 
other  articles  of  his  upper  dress.  When  these  were  removed 
a  shirt  of  horsehair  appeared,  and  the  marks  of  flageUatiou 
deeply  set  in  the  flesh.  A  murmur  of  surprise  ran  among  all 
present.  There  was  a  finely-carved  cnieinx  of  ebony  tiea  to 
ids  breast,  which  he  broke  off  and  save  to  Mervyn.  He  waR 
now  undressed  to  the  state  which  Bethel's  humanity  had 
suggested. 

"  Are  your  ready,  sirP"  said  the  executioner. 
.  "  Let  me  bless  tnee  for  the  last  time  and  for  ever !"  said  the 
Jesuit,  turning  to  Mervyn,  who  was  sobbing  bitterly,  and  he 
knelt  while  Van  Huysman  blessed  him  in  the  solemn  language 
of  his  church.  But  as  he  proceeded  his  voice  ^w  broken, 
and  yielding  apparently  to  an  overpowering  feelmg,  he  raised 
the  youth  m  ma  arms,  and  they  mingled  tears  for  some 
moments  in  silence.  Even  the  ruffianly  mob  were  affected, 
flfod  many  of  the  women  burst  into  sobs  and  tears. 

"  Gock  !  what  is  this  P  Come  Master  Cornish,  let  us  ha;ve 
no  more  of  this  ponish  mummery !"  said  Oates. 

'**  H^o— no  more  !**  echoed  Cornish. 
.  *'  Come,  good  sir,  we  must  not  delay,"  said  Bethel,  in  a 
n^dund  even  sorrowful  tone. 

"  !IWe,  true — ^I  am  ready,"  replied  the  Jesuit ;  he  then 
Idssed  Mervyn's  forehead,  and  gently  imlocked  his  embrace. 

.  *']&itl  doubt  if  you  are,  my  master,"  said  Oatea;  "the 
law  ^ajB  he  shall  be  laid  on  his  back  with  body  bare—-" 


ycay,"  said  CBethel ;  " yoBrare  rotidy,  «ir ?**       i  /<    :  ii  wi  ri.^   <j*r, 
"  Yea,  for  all  thiagqanj  Jdj^tcorordstis^''  laeplaeditha^ne^ 

added  h«ii7t€mdeDdy<    if  iSiw^i  1 0X(k  aready;" .  i  j   j  i  -.  o-^  ♦  <v  di    .-1 
''Come  along,  thea^i-Xtam  MomJi  am  iiodd  o£<  vashng^^ 
sfddOttfceB.i:  tofaital  ^jjinees^oix  tliea  begoil  k^:3nttttli*ii*<:  - 

■j..i    :..'.'.     'W -^   !:;.'-.v.  .. ''-.'r    I'r  ;  .jv      .:•..•-,"   'k.  i>.;(:nti!;  ji  I'^^isof 
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''  This  way,  tkia  way>  air !"  said  the  execixtioni^r,  lilvbiifarliig 
a  door  which  lerealed  a  flight  of  steps  leadings  to.th£(fl.iiiig4ibn 
where  the  press  was  kept.  There  was  a  generaJiimixtofiBo^ 
cariosity  aoid  horror.  The  sheriSs,  ea(^  carr^^ing  a^^vMnki. 
eateiDed  first,  the  prisc»ier  foliowed,  and  thea-Mervyo^wkd 
would  not  leave  hixn.  .::.' rv 

The  prisoner  seemed  to  give  one  last  and  somewhat  lia^oittig 
k>Qk  on  the  light  tliat  was  leaving  his  eyes  for  eve^r,  «Bid-'iiHal 
walked  into  Ime  dungeon.  j:  v^?r 

-  !For  some  moments  ihe  eye  eould  diseem.no obfect,  B0^4fit|i 
WSA  the  gloom*  for  daylight  never  enterM  this  choieeflt^hsbiili 
of  horror.  The  shenjOTs,  however,  raised  their  torehft^aaiBk 
the  awful  scene  became  visible.  It  was  a  eell  ■w^^pumtlj 
about  twenty  feet  sqnare,  with  bare  stone  walk  drippinghnlsf 
^e  sweat  of  ages^  In  the  centre  of  the  bridk  ioor  atoiodl^iie 
tremendous  engine  of  Judicial  barbarity.  It  was  .«ff  a«es^ 
simple  apparatus,  consisting  merely  of  a  rongh4ifiwik  #ee^ 
four  huge  rings  end  ropes  to  stretch  the  limbs  on,  fmd  pifllim 
t&  raise  the  enormous  mass  of  iron  destined  >  by  the  lanr^w- 
fcETde  the  trnth  out  of  its  victims.  Mervya  gai^.attitata 
cbreful  preparations  in  a  state  of  dreamy  horror,  and  {Mrd^inoft 
a  lean  gasnt  Sgure  crouchiBg  at  a  charooal  brnTririr,  '■rhnntt 
small  twinkling  eyes  were  fixed  on  him.  i>ijian^.r» 

"What  TOllanoaia  fellow  have  we  here  B**  said  Cfic6ijii« 
in^r^niipftuig  Yan  ^uysman,.  whohad  now  knelt^  andfitlis 
pniyingMfilpud  in  Latin.       ....  •  X*!"^  * 

"  You  call  him  we£l>— *tis.  Elkanah,.  the  Jewish  dog^iMlv^ 

poisoner,"  said  Bethel.  \:j'  ,.Ht*:'j 

.  '^  What  business  has Jbe  heaoef' -^eontinued  .ihe'«|dy;l^)!tESt 

"Only  curiosity,  I  suppose,"  said  Oates»  '^J^.-^^in- 
pursuit  oif  the  eUdr  of  hfe^  aodd  liktes  tosee  people  die^^^vtisi^- 
study."  .        -      ...        i  .     Ji^^/-,T  .- 
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vas  his  hand  with  iatensevbageniess^  ad  if  aihfiE^of^  bem^ 
dimnrdd'fjwmthe  8iM(i8liM(tian}^^  >    /' 

^f'^Tia^  diaas  of  life  F"  i8fiid>  Betb^. '.  'f  Isithi^  imam  ix^d? 
A&'  it  were  the  ^e&tiiBtTbio£m]hhemynowi'^ 
Thammimit-  H«Bt  lov^  dkiiliii  thatjijjew'?^^  ,:;y-'.''^n  .*'ii<-''>" 

''  Som^tiiftng/A  lit^ev  iOh^  if.  l<eo«d]cb  l»st>-Ji»6i  sis'ttocdbii^ 
longer  it  shomd  be  seen !"  said  the  JeWi  with  a  cunning  rat* 
like  ffhmce  at  the  miserly  8^eriff._ 

'*  Good  sooth,  he  must  be  hanged  next  sessions  for  a  rare 
gift  in  hastening  a  man's  inhentance/'  said  Oates,  with  a 
laugh.  "  But,  in  truth,  the  inan  Uoth  a- wonderous  science  m 
alehemy.  Master  Bethel.  It  were  worth  while  to  pack  a  jury, 
and  save  him  for  your  own  use.*' 

)^:!f\Eie,  fie,  doctor !"  said  Bethel,  but  somewhat  thoughtfblly^ 

ii<¥i|a:  Hnysmau  had  now  concluded  his  prayer,  and  arose 
^ezfectirp itraaquil,.  *'  I  haye  one  word  more  to  say,  my  son,'' 
Joj^JBaid;.  '^  I  am  bound  not  to  reveal  your  real  pardntageybut 
1  Awefoc  to  you.  Blood  is  not  your  father.  Padre  Oliva  alon& 
has  the  power  to  tell  you  all."  '  "^ 

^  .fie  tiieii  resigned  himself  quietdy  to  the  exeeutum^r.  By  bis 
cln^ticns  he  l^d  down  on  the  timber,  and  the  execiztione]? 
stretched  his  arms  as  far  as  possible,  fastening  them  securely  to' 
l^s&idiigs*  The  same  operation  was  tried  on  his  feet,  but  his 
lunfas^weiw  too  long,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  tie  thetu 
^hofv^^tiie  ankle. 

'/'>^x€kmcnge,  Mervyn!"  said  the  victim,  when  aU  was.preK 
jwed^'^  comfort  me  with  the  cross  and  pray  for  me.  Good 
mbthBTi  let  not  the  weight  fall  till  I  pronounce  the  name  id 
tlKNSaviour  thrice  !*'  >  ;^ 

,  He  tiien  seemed  to  pray  again,  for  his  lips  moved  audibly* 
!]iiii Mervyn's  anguish  had  now  regained  the  agonvof  ooo^ 
ffidoiunieBS.  He  threw  himself  in  supplication  at  me  feet  ^ 
Bethfil,  imploring  him  for  one  hour — ^but  one  hour!  The 
^uni^'twms  inexorable,  though  he  wept.  The  i4e& .  of  the 
tbMBsnd  marks  forfeit  to  the  king  o^erpovmed  ev^cy  other 
consideration.  .  ;  .  r 

tiT^iAre  yob.  ready  now,  sir?"  said  the  exeeationen  ;. 

h^f^Yest  I  am  ready,"    replied   Van*  HuyssiKin,    steodilyv 

"  Forget  me  not,  my  son !  In  te,  Domima^  ^eravi;^  Twn  sp^ 

JSiindar.  tb  eianmml    Pray,  for  me.  Merry  nl  for  &fe%  <>n. 

earth,  farewell !"  a»u^ 

JiHJfriiienipttusod  for  a  moment  aa^if  oolkctin^  all  his  dita^ngtb, 
amdidoshig  his  eyes  with  a  slight  eonvulaive  shiver,  pronouilcdd 
tbofe'bestof  names,  inrokioig  wihiclii:80  much  evil  has  been^ 
wrought  in  the  world.    **  Jesu — Jesu— Jesu !"  ,  »< 
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The  machinery  was  inBtacUy  in  motion,  and  an  esiormons 
nia83  of  iron  appeared  slowly  descending  on  the  breast  of  tke 
victim.  Merryn  made  a  frantic  effort  to  rosk  forward^  hot 
Comisli.  caught  him  in  his  sinewy  dutch. 

There  was  a  deep  deathly  silence.  A  thrill  of  horror  ran 
through  all  present,  and  iBethel  sobbed,  bat  not  a  nexnsole  of 
the  condemned  stirred.  He  opened  his  eyes  indeed,  and  fixed 
them  steadily  on  thedeadly  machine  asit  waveredand  deso^^ed 
slowly  down.  His  face,  howerer ,  flushed  once  almost  aruason, 
imd  then  grew  white  as  stone. 

**  Wretches !  I  command  you,  in  £he  king's  nam^,  forbear  1" 
groaned  Mervyn,  desperately. 

**  Sring  us  a  warrant  then !"  exclaimed  Bethel.  **  Ajrraff-  to 
Whitehafl,  if  you  have  the  power  you  boast — my  horse  is  at 
the  gate." 

**  Father,  I  go !  I  will  save  you !"  he  shouted,  handing  the 
cross  to  Bethel.  "  Grood,  charitable  man,  only  delay  •  ike 
execution  for  ten  minutes !" 

« I  will,  I  will !"  said  Bethel.  •*  Ck)mish,  this  is  too 
horrible !" 

Van  Huysman  raised  his  eyes  mournfully,  bat  Mepvjm 
had  disappeared  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning.  He  rushed 
with  frantic  speed  to  the  debtors' -gate,  where  he  f(ni^ 
Bethel's  borse,  a  wretched  hack,  waiting  under  charge  of  a 
ragged  boy,  to  whose  great  surprise,  he  mstantly  leaped  into 
the  saddle,  and  galloped  off  at  a  rate  which  soon  left  ithe 
Urchin's  shouts  out  of  hearing.  He  n)de  as  if  the  salvation  of 
the  whole  human  race  had  depended  on  his  speed,  heeding  not 
tke  crowded  state  of  the  thoroughfares  tlurough  whi£  he 
passed  like  a  phantom  rider.  People  stopped  to  gaze  aiter 
and  wonder  at  his  speed,  but  he  noted  no  cry,  no  angry  ex- 
postulation, and  his  horse,  conscious  of  a  wild  rider,  rushed 
rather  than  galloped,  till  man  and  steed  arrived  breathless  at 
Whitehall. 

He  threw  himself  from  the  foaming  animal,  learned  that 
the  king  was  in  Ike  great  gallery  of  the  palace,  and  that 
Chiffincn  was  in  attendance.  He  found  the  old  page  in  tiie 
ante-chamber  of  the  gallery,  with  a  music  master,  from  whom 
he  was  learning  the  viol. 

*'  Chtffinch,  I  must  see  the  kin?,"  he  exclaimed,  wildl^<  . 

"Must  you  indeed?  It  will  be  ajgainst  lids  ma^esi^'s 
express  commands,  then,"  replied  Chi£Snch»  resuming  nis 
inslrument  rather  scomfiilly.  "He  is  playing  at  tables  witk. 
Madame  Gwyn." 

My  business  is  of  life  and  death  I'*  exclaimed  Mervyn,  and 
struck  with  his  tone,  the  page  again  looked  up. 


WHITEHALL  AKD  K«WGATE.  30^ 

'    **  Whftt  ails  the  youtli?"  exdriimed  he,  kttin^  Us  viol  fall. 

"  A  raofinent  may  be  life  or  death,  dear  CmflGuieh,*'  said 
MefvjD,  wildly.    "  I  will  explain  it  ail  after." 

"Pass  on,  then ;  1*11  not  mnderyoti/*  said  Chinch;  and 
in  a  moment  Mervyn  darted  into  tne  gallerjr  and  threw  him- 
self alt  the  king's  feet,  as  he  sat  playing  at  ch^ss  with  Nel\ 
Gwyn,  and  at  a  propitious  instant,  for  the  king  and  his  biucom 
parnier  were  laughmg  till  the  tears  came  m  their  eyes,  at 
some  jest  f£  Buckingham's.  This  sudden  apparition,  however, 
checked  the  tide  of  the  royal  mirth. — "  Oa's  bo(Mciais  !  what 
havb  we  here  P"  exclaimea  Charles.  "  What,  man,  turned 
begffar  already  P" 

•"  oTes,  sire,  a  beggar  for  a  life !"  replied  Mervyn,  wildly. 
*"Yotur  merciless  judges  have  revived  a  dead  law  to  slay  a 
man  who  has  been  my  more  than  father.  Van  Huysman  will 
n^  plead,  and  they  are  going  to  press  him  to  death." 

**' Heyday  !  what  is  it,  child  P"  said  Mistress  Gwyn. 
**  The  tJesuit  provincial — oh  I  that  is  my  Lady  Portsmoutn's 
"bnsiness — ^I  am  the  protestant— I  know  what  !** 

And  Nell  and  the  king  burst  into  a  loud  laugh. 

"  Sire,  in  the  name  of  justice,  of  mercy !" 

"  Pooh,  man,  they  have  no  influence  at  court— had  yon 
a«ked  in  the  name  of  faction  now ;  in  short,  I  dare  not  save 
the  man.** 

'*  But  he  is  innocent,  sire — ^I  swear  it — ^innocent !" 

*•!  believe  him  so— Nell,  it  is  your  move — as  I  do  aH  tho 
victims  of  this  accursed  plot,"  said  Charles,  hastily.  "  He 
had  better  be  guilty  on  the  other  side.  The  tide  runs  too 
furiously  for  a  straw  of  the  prerogative.  The  Jesuit  must 
die,  bulb  I  may  avenge  him  some  day ! — ^Nell,  I  have  you  now." 

"  And  as  long  as  your  majesty  pleases  to  keep  me,  if  my 
lord  treasurer  can  afford  it  P"  said  Nell,  with  a  sly  glance  at 
Shaftesbury,  who  was  standing  behind  the  king. 

"  My  Hege,  you  do  reject  my  prayer,  then,  for  delay  is  equal 
to  reiection,"  said  Mervyn,  vehemently. 

**  The  obstinate  old  fool ! — ^I  sent  hrtn  word  last  night  to 
plead,  but  he  must  play  the  martyr  to  an  unbelieving  gene- 
rfftion,"  said  Charles.  "  Well,  what  say  you,  my  Lord 
Shaftesbury,  is  the  old  man  to  be  squeezed  to  death?" 

**  Oh,  no,  no !"  exclaimed  Nell.  "  One  good  turn  deserves 
atidther,  and  it  minds  me  now  thou  art  the  very  youth  who 
stood  «o  bravely  for  me  in — well,  well! — But,  sure,  yon 
can  easily  save  the  old  Jesuit,  without  offending  the  veriest 
scavenger  of  the  mob." 

"  As  how,  madam  P"  said  Shaftesbury,  gravely.  •*  I  deaire 
not  the  old  fanatic's  blood,  but — '— ** 
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Sid  >  •         VfTftlf «PfiIAliSy 

■  I  ^  Feign'  tkat '  ike  wteiewcres^  of  -  the  counoili  hare  dised^et^d 
niattei*»  oa  wliidi>  to  mberrogatethe  'ptiaoner/'  iatemfpisisd 
iS'ell,  with  a  woman's  "qniok  mtr  **  Comej  dear  kine  J  ^wnte 
zne  an  order  on  those  pestilent  sherififs  to  sarrender  uie^bwif 
a^  your '#ilitaat^ai]id  send  a  guard  irith  it/'  .   .1  * 

'"'Welli' We  trill  tipy-^en  and  ink  here/*   8a.id  -'CSisries. 
*'  But  whi<^  4f  mr  new  oouaeil  wiU:'iign'iiP-^Bobi«:]Paitb^  V^^ 
"My  lord  of  Monmouth  will,  on,  my  lifeP"   said   Mn; 
G-wyn.    "  Elbow  him  not,  Shaftesbniry ;  I  knowte-^Hfl.!" 

•  **  If  hill  majesty  deigns  to  alkw  me,*' 8aad'the(dnik»$^h- 
missively.  '  i.-'uni  bau^- 

•  In  three  minutes  Merv3m  was  on  horseback  agaiiif  daaliln^ 
wildly  up  Newgate-street !  He  saw  confusedly  that  'WeiiMra 
had  gathered  round  a  ragged  boy  who  was  whimperiqi^jQBid 
sobbing  at  the  debtors'  door.  The  moment  he  appear^  the 
boy  darted  out,  yelling,  **  Here  he  is,  here  hewd-  3}Hl«voi^ 
thieves!"  -      •>iT  " 

**  Slaves !  unhand  m^-~I  am  a  king's  messenger  !'*  dhont^ 
Mervyn,  urging  the  exhausted  animal  with  a  violeat  pioAgo 
to  the  gate,  where  it  feU  vanquished  by  fatigue.  -Heifcoii* 
dered  at  the  iron  door,  which  was  opened  instaady,  mailed 
past  the  jailer,  shouting,  **  A  reprieve,  a  reprieve !''.  gettd  ran 
with  incredible  speed  t&ough  the  press-yard,  which  w^sisfiH 
crowded  with  felons.  ••    i  ii"* 

Mervyn  ran  down  the  stairs  leading  to  the  press-zooxii  iibd 
bis  hair  seemed  to  stiffen  on  his  head  when,  ailer  ^  ULonikm^A 
dreadful  pause,  he  distinguished  no  sound,  no  murmur  em»4&f 
voices !  A  deadly  stillness  seemed  to  reisn  ;  but  ihe  maj^btme 
of  that  moment  seemed  more  dreadftu  than  anycensBK^ 
could  be.  He  sprang  forward.  Profound  as  was  theliiieiAsa 
all' were  there  whom  he  had  left,  and  by  the  dim  g\tBe^hii:Aid 
torches  he  sawl^at  the  Jewish  doctor  was  hanging  overMoncM 
^ing,  he  dared  not  look  to  see  what,  as  if  gloating  iritiiilipi^ 
rible  curiosity.  »  mjI  ^-^i 

**  How  fast  you  have  been,  but  it  is  too  li^/'  saidi  Brt&el, 
^tarting  Up  «« the  youth  thrust  the  reprieve  into  hiiifaunk^q^ 

"  Mondtt?0uji  traitor !  did  you  not  promise  m«-*-**^*-*iii>cnoc: 

•  •**Only  tojget  you  out  of  the  way ;  it  was  bett»  ^iamifomp 
relied  iBe^et;  ghfiddering.    "  Look,  he  »  almost  goae^^woq 

He  pointed  as  he  spoke  to  the  press,  ajpid-  Mtqyfyjaipiay 
dilated  with  horror  as  lie  followed  tne  direction  of  the  man's 
hand.  Van  Huysman  lay  there  under  an  enormous  weight  of 
iron,  his  face  swollen  and  purple,  the  blood  streaming  from 
his  eyes,  nose,  and  ears,  seemingly  jy^ensible,  but  convulsions 
of  such  power  as  to  shake  even  theSuxormoufl  mass  on  his 
chest  ran  over  his  gaunt  limbs.  \ 
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dtppl^rin^ 'his  strengthto  tUe  Tn^t  Wlkb  io)  a .^l[;ate  of  oe^p^rac 
t^Goi^whxolk  seenusd  >ta  give  a  gialitx'aieik^rgyto.bis  j^hauBted 

**  It  is  impossible  ;  tbe  yope  i»  broketol"  saicl>  C^Pftes,  wti^ 
»:4«i!3ilh !  «mile,  pointing  ta  .tW  fuU^y  ol^  l^e  4)rap[0#>^icli, 
itii  9iittci|»aia>o^  of  some  auiob;  sci^»0,;  he.'I)^  irriviately'  lawed  in 
twcfe/l   £Mii-,  "^'  :■',     •■       .   ;   .    .'^-  -i  ?    /  •!.    }-.'     ,  •  •• 

''llEUfhmb  AnrOi  it  is' tbe  king'S  order  l*^  garoa:ned  Betb^;> 
^^^Sefiir/^'be'praiised !  L  took  no  pa^t  in  it,  farther  than  X  was 
bound  under  penalty  of  a  thousand  marks." 
vnQSiaO'JexieGutioiler,  Bethel,  and  even'. Com iah^  now  added 
iheift«tarength  to  Morvyn'^s^  and  the  mass  yielded  and  roUed 
bctt9r^jr;*o£f/*th^  victim's  erushed  breasti  They  raised  him, 
biii  be^vair'ahnost  lifeless,  and  a  dark  stream  of  gore  issued! 
&omMb  colourless  lips.  •  ' 

'  "  He  is  not  dead  I"  said  the  Jew,  eagerly  presenting  him- 
ielfi;  f'tOr— ^>r— let  me  apply  the  mfallible  criterion  of  Para- 
e^u*/"  «nd  applying  his  mouth  to  that  of  the  dying  XoaxH, 
b^da^ia  sma^  bladder  from  his  bosom,  blew  into  it,  and 
fasftened  it  with  strange  avidity^  .    '  ' 

<  <  ^  Cdd  you  not  see  &at.  Master  Bethel  P"  whispered  Gates* 
*'  I<J)a¥i9  seen  him  do  as  much  to^  several.  That  aeath-exhali^ 
tion  is  one  of  the  ingredients  of  his  grand  esperiments." 
i:Y4  SEiriae^ng  fast;  there's  nothing  alive  of  him  but  the 
btod^'' >Mia  'EScanah,and  as  he  spoke  a  string  convulsioi^ 
wiktek  0TGrf  limb  Qf  the  dying  man,  and  he  opened  his  eyes> 
lMtdGir>c»everal  minutes  their  sense  seamed  gone,  and  he  ga^ed 
shflfldhpr^  at  Mervyn,  who  bathed  his  whole  visage  in  tears^, 
AMi'Mst^  it  seemed  as  if  some  degree  of  consciousness  re* 
t«ii!nedf  '<afid  a  faint  smile  played  or  rather  writhed  on-  his 
lipa^  .and  then  with  a  deep  sigh  ho  sank  quietly  baok  in.  hia 
pQpUi'S'  arms,  and  the  yellow  effulgence  of  dea&  passed  oveor 
Lis  face. 

.'aAaA  thua  departed  one  of  the  sreat  spirits,  of  the"  ag^ 
appteently  <m  a  petty  point  of  uttie  intiriau»>c,<^orth'  or 
moment,  ^ffid  which  yet  condensed  the  warnii|[.'prii^elples  of 
tb*(>^EUB08'r*th)e  doctrine  of  spiritual  exemption  froBi  4»vil 
^wc^^and  the  sttempt  of  the  catholio  dhuroh  toreladerve  her 
aateieiil)  mpMmacy.  )  <> 

r'iUifri  '},*•'■•  .     .      .1         '...■■ 

•'+/    Jffv     -f/  .    .  •,.'      .       •     '   ■        .  -,■.  .it'.   .7  •    ,.    ,•  •      ■■    i        ♦    •    fi 

/■'t/»f')      \        ■  .    •'     y  \  ,  ■    I'f  ,..'.■.•     •  .     ,  >  '         «       )i 

"-«.•';'.".;•       >  ■  ■  •      '       •  (  ,  ff.  <.,    >  .      ■  •  '       f, 


31:8  <  Wi[I7«F«UE3. 


CHAPTER  XLI. 

1.  CAMPAIGN   IN   SCOTLAND. 

t 

A  SBW  days  after  thd  tragical  event  we  have  just  reooxdad, 
Mervja  kadded  at  Edmburgli,  alone  and  iideiidleafl  .in  .4ke 
world,  at  least  as  it  appeared  to  liim  in  his  sorrow  and  deso- 
lation of  heart.  Before  he  left  London  he  had  MfiUed,  is 
£ur  a«  possibLot  the  last  instruotions  of  his  muvdered  fmlikt^n. 
The  sherififs  meant  to  have  buried  their  mangled  victaniiithe 
precincts  of  the  prison,  but  Mervyn  obtaiz^  an  order  irom 
the  king,  and  interred  him  in  the  cnurc^yard  of  old.  St^  Pan- 
eras,  according  to  one  of  his  dying  requests^  for  there  luul1d» 
last  mass  been  celebrated  in  England,  while  EnglaauliivBs 
catholic. 

In  the  hurry  and  confusion  of  bis  thoughts  on  this  oceaaon 
he  forgot  the  locket,  almost  till  the  moment  when  th&  Sufsb 
shovel  of  earth  fell  with  a  hollow  clatter  on  the  coffin  9 '  and 
then  recollecting  it  suddenly,  he  drew  it  from  his  bzcast, 
where  it  had  remained  from  the  moment  he  received  it, 
.  Hurried  as  he  was  by  time  and  circumstances,  Mervyn  felt 
some  little  emotion  of  curiosity  when  he  opened  the.Mlden 
case,  for  he  now  remembered  that  Yan  Hiiysman  hM.-  toM 
him  it  oontained  the  portrait  of  his  mother,  as  well  as  of  hn 
own  unfortunate  love.  Great,  however,  was  his  surprise  if4mB« 
hj  the  flidcerxttg  light  of  the  grave>diggers'  tordiesi  he  ziOQQff* 
nized  the  featu^  of  the  Lady  Howard,  but  in  the  full  pride 
of  youth  and  beau^.  Aronnd  the  rim  was  a  Germaoi  in- 
aenption,  of  which  Mervyn  could  only  make  out  two  names 
•—Eleanor  and  Adrian.  This,  however,  fmmished  no  addi- 
tional due  to  the  mysteries  which  surrounded  him,  and.  he 
€niffered  the  locket  to  drop  into  Van  Huysman's  graven  with 
a  thorough  conviction  that  with  it  he  buried  the  last  else  to 
;&e  htbyrinth  in  wfaieh  he  was  involved. 
-  Mervyn  anived  in  Edinburgh  at  a  moment  when.Ihe 
Tarions  £ustioaa  which  distracted  Scotland  had  rudbed  <  into  a 
stormy  conflict,  which,  like  a  tempest  to  a  aea-^uU,  seened'  to 
•ofier  nim  the  wild  repose  which  troubled  spirits  find-  iai  atre- 
nuous  action.  The  murder  of  Archbishop. Snarp  t  Hkfi  aeiaure 
of  Glasgow,  and  general  revolt  of  the  covenanters  in.  the 
west ;  the  uncertain  state  of  the  Highlands^  which  the  bani^- 
ment  and  outlawry  of  the  Earl  or  Argyll  had  thrown. into 
ferment ;  all  these  events  rendered  strong  measures  impera- 
tive, as  it  needed  only  a  slight  j^leam  of  success  to  rouse  the 
repubhcans  of  England  to  a  similar  att^npt. 
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Our  hero  felt  HtUe  relucianee  to  leave  London — a  city  in 
which  he  had  been  a  witness  of  so  many  atrocities,  and  where 
the  perpetrators  were  in  the  AiU  bloom  of  power  and  popularity. 
The  Oatesian  madness  was  at  its  height ;  arrests,  executions, 
riots,  followed  each  other  in  rapid  succession,  and  the  turbu* 
lent)  4;itT  seemed  only  to  rest  when  gazing  <at  eoineof  those 
dafeadfitt:  spedacles  which  flattered  its  thirst  of  blood.  Oates 
waft' looked*  Qpon  as  little  less  than  a  messenger  direct  frosa 
Heaveay  wilh  all  the  lustre  of  his  eelestisd  nature  around  him* 
'WiieneT^  he  ir&it,  adoring  crowds  fc4k>wed  his  steps  $ 
iionoora  and  wealth  were  heaped  upon  him,  and  in  the 
geneval  ma^ess,  the  brutality  oi  his  manners^  the  proflisacTy 
vidlenee,  iH-breeding,  and  msupportable  arrogance  of  the 
trr^teh,  were  legarded  as  so  many  ^yroofs  of  his  divine  mis* 
'  flion^  •0'  <  maziy  graces  of  the  proplietic  eharacter.  Numerous 
victims  had  bled  on  the  sca£[old,  and  many  more  awaited  the 
««»  fete  from  frantic  juries  aad  judges,  who  dared  not 
ep|>08e  the  popular  fury,  lest  it  should  sweep  them  too  away* 

One  Tj^et  mdeed,  Mervyn  had,  and  one  only — ^the  light  m 
i¥hich  his  character  must  appear  to  the  noble  Sydney  and  his 
lovely,  daughter.  But  as  he  felt  the  utter  impossibility  of 
clearing  it  of  any  port  of  the  imputation  so  arttiilly  heaped 
oa  him,  and  was  too  proud  to  expose  himself  to  the  chance  of 
a  mo^dfying  rejection  of  his  advances,  he  ventured  only  to 
thank  the  colonel  for  his  goodness  to  him,  in  a  letter  which  ha 
.mMyte  from  Scotland.  Whether  Sydney  received  it  or  not  he 
aeaasoely  knew,  but  he  obtained  no  reply  nor  acknowledgment. 
Thif ,  however,  he  did  not  wonder  at,  as  his  accusations  against 
Sydney's  party  must  have  appeared  to  that  pure  and  nigh* 
nmided  patriot  merely  a  hirelmg*s  lies ;  but  it  added  anothesf 
bitter  stmg  to  those  by  which  his  enthusiastio  nature  was 
goaded  on  to  a  resolution  which  he  took  with  edemnity  on 
the  day  of  his  departure— either  to  redeem  his  name  in  xaea*n 
opiaoions,  or  to  perish  honourably  in  the  attempt. 

And  yet  what  a  name  I  He  found  that  his  oommiesion  was 
dkeoted  to  him  a«  Comet  Mervyn  ^^ooci;  but  as  he  resolutely 
^refused'  to  acknowledge  any  ouier  name  but  the  first*  he  was 
known;  in  the  regiment  principally  by  that. 
•  Massey's  dragoons,  in  which  he  found  himself  enrolled,  w^ 
ihai  ^organized  remaine  of  one  of  Cromwell's  finest  regi- 
jnente,  4,iid  scarcely  muatered,  on  the  whole,  two  hundred 
foen.  Of  these,  a  part,  to  whieh.  Mervyn  was  attached,  was 
shut  up  in  Dumbarton  Castle*  and  it  was  impossilde  to  join 
ihem^  the  whole  ocnmtry  being  in  posseseion  of  the  rebels. 
He  wfui  rather  glad  o£  tnis,  as  ^  gave  him  a  chance  of  bem^ 
pres^it  at  some  general  action^  ia  vbicb  he  might  distinguish 
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himself.  But  meanwhile  he  discorered,  with  Bi]ipiM%T^b& 
heterogeneous  nature  of  the  corps  of  which  he  had  beccsa&a 
member.  The  soldi^s  were  nearly  all  veterans  —  di^iM^ 
tented  men,  who  remembered  the  glories  of  OromwelU  asd 
their  own- vast  power  under  his  role,  and  who  only  longeMt^or 
a  good  opportunity  to  restore  that  powery  or  at  least  ^tieiapt 
its  restoration.  The  officers,  on  the  contrary*  were  to  aritttui 
royalist;  fierce  young  cavaliers,  who  had  learned  no^b^^in 
a  long  exile  but  the  most  bitter  hatred  and  contempt  oC<  tj^ir 
triumphant  enemies.  Accordingly,  no  good  unckrotaading 
existed  between  the  men  and  their  leaders.  But  this  waa  ^e 
poUcy  of  the  advisers  of  Charles,  who  had  found  it  impoasible 
to  destroy  the  old  republican  azsny  without,  at  the  pame 
time,  castmg  it  ready  moulded  into  the  handa  of  their  aati^gro. 
nists,  and  therefore  took  this  strango  means  of  Beuta^UsiBg 
its  tendencies.  • 

^  Mervyn  was  exceedingly  well  received  by  his  brother 
officers,  for  his  renown  as  an  anti^popish  plottfir*  and  empla^fe 
of  the  court,  had  preceded  him ;  it  was,  in  fact,  ooauadi^^d 
that  he  was  a  great  favourite  of  the  king  himself,  «e  w^«s 
of  the  York  faction*  and  likely  to  be  far  adyaxM^od.  ,  Old 
Hassey  himself,  the  colonels  wh>  substitujbed  his  ow|l  ^woofte 
for  that  of  "Ireton's  Lord-seekers,"  received  him- witl^.'du- 
tinguished  kindness.  He  was  an  old  cavalier  of  the  ont^d- 
out  school,  that  would  have  died  fbr  the  crown  werorit  b^^^ 
a  bush,  and  had  been  in  all  the  engagementa  of  wiy  msam 
quence  between  Charles  I.  and  the  parliament,  beeide  nqning 
a  great  variety  of  Gennaa  service  xpider  the  renowned  lifon- 
tecuculi.  He  was  sixty  years  old,  but  still  a  fine  weaHiar* 
beaten  veteran,  as  active  as  the  youngest  man  in  the  xegi* 
ment,  and  full  of  all  the  old  opinions,  prejudices,  and  ankno- 
aities  of  the  civil  war#  But  withal  he  was  a  gentleman  aad  a 
man  of  refined  honour,  jealous  of  its  least  shade  and  form ;  a 
strict  disciplinarian,  and  a  jolly  oompamon,  and  MermEi's 
manners  and  ideas  were  much  uEiproved  and  enlarged.by  a 
constant  intercourse  with  a  man  who  was  esteemed  one  o^4Jbe 
best  courtiers  and  soldiers  of  his  time. 

The  dragoons,  indeed,  looked  on  their  new  office  withL-ne 
Very  &vourable  eyes,  reading  him  as  a  traitor  and  a  i^y  on 
the  good  cause ;  but  his  general  urbanily  and  kindliaeM'Of 
manner,  and  his  subsequent  displays  of  chivakooa  coim^ 
gradually  melted  their  mrejudioes ;  for  the  Snghsn.  aol^er 
pardons  everything  to  valour  and  generosity. 

Ilie  preparations  for  marching  against  the  rebda  wvee 
meanwhile  fast  going  on.  The  Buke  of  Monmouth  aixived, 
and  all  things  assomMl  a  new  aspe^  whieh  denoted  the  fva- 
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smer  bf  an  acthre  and  talented  master.  Hie  lowland  militia 
iduidi  formed  the  body,  and  the  few  regular  troops  which 
fyma&Si  the  strength  of  his  aannji  were  vStesAj  concentrated 
loond  Edmbnreh,  and  only  waited  for  instnictions  to  march. 

Theaffiurs  of  Scotland  were  at  that  time  in  a  state  of  es- 
ttttme  and  almost  irremediable  confusion.  Distracted  by  re* 
l^jloas  and  |K^tieal  parties  of  ahnost  every  shade  and  deno- 
tmoas^n,  the  oppressive  adminiBtration  of  [Lauderdale  had  for 
a  moment  united  all  in  a  desperate  and  open  resistance  to 
hia  tyranny.  The  gentry  whose  estates  he  had  cpnfiscated, 
joined  tile  people  whose  religion  he  sought  to  extirpate, 
thotteh  but  ^w  appeared  in  the  ranks  of  the  rebellion.  The 
w^  of  Shan)  ^row  down  a  bloody  gauge  of  battle,  and 
sHjidenly  roused  t^e  smouldering  sparks  into  a  wide  bliuse  of 
sisiiirreetion.  The  storming  of  ^asgow  followed,  and  an  un- 
disciplined army  of  covenanters,  kept  together  by  enthusiasm 
and  the  inabilify  of  the  government  to  oppose  any  adequate 
foTor/now  kept  the  field,  and  threatened  Edinburgh  itself. 

Al^aDtrst  the  first  news  which  greeted  Monmouth  on  his 
arrivid,  was  the  defeat  of  the  famous  Olaverhouse  by  a  party 
of  the  rebels.  His  first  desire  and  intention  had  been  to  con^ 
ei^aile  these  tumtdtwyuB  vietorsi  and  to  attract  their  affection 
i9  his^wn  person,  wi^  a  View  to  ulterior  uses ;  but  this  last 
cMEiaMige  compelled  him  into  immediate  action.  The  prepara- 
tii&Br  #ere  hastily  concluded,  and  the  Httle  army,  not  much 
be^r  disci^ned  or  provided  than  that  which  they  were  to 
«itbdue«  marched  out  of  Edinburgh. 

Mervyti'ls  heart  throbbed  high  wheh-he  found  ^himself  fairly 
da  the  road' to-  glory  or  death.  He  was  determined  it  should 
bis oneer  the  omer,  and' in  the  desperation  of  his  feelings  he 
8cas?edy  cared  which.  The  splendour  of  war,  "  its  pomp  and 
eireiu^nstanee,"  even  otitis  small  scale,  made  his  heart  bound 
with'  miBlasry  enthusiasm,  and  the  high  wariike  blood  of  his 
ttocient  race,  though  he  knew  it  not,  rushed  with  vrild  delight 
tiifough  his  veins,  like  a  young  war-steed's  at  the  trumpet^ 

Yast  crowds  witnessed  the  departure  of  the  littte  army, 
M^tevBiy  point  of  vantage  of  the  ancient  roek^buxlt  city  was 
<imi)ned  imh  eager  spectators,  who  greeted  iSttsm.  with  loud 
iMtm^'  and  fnrvent  prayers  for  their  safe  return.  And  as 
MePmt  jomisd  the  splenidEed  suite  of  officers,  who  thronged  to 
ftpf  ianbvt  respects  to  the  Buke  of  Monmouth,  and  saw  how 
coldly  his  leader's  eye  dwelt  upon  him,  he  inwardly  deter* 
flSlxled  that  he  would  extort  admiration  and  applause  even 
Uram  hnn,  or  win  himself  a  place  where  the  smues  of  kings 
fli^  generaifl  ore  as  ineffeetud  as  their  frowns. 
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Edinbarffh  and  its  tower-erowned  rcxdcs  were  spMdiiT-  kft 
bebiad,  and  the  army  defiled  into  the  plsina  of  West  LothiaiL 
The  march  was  of  canrse  directed  on  Grlasgow,  in  whioh  cilrf 
the  reheb  had  strengthened  themselyes,  but  snoh  was  theur. 
confidence  and  rashness,  that  it  was  expected  ther  wohld 
maech  out  and  meet  the  royal  army  on  a  stnoken  fid[d.  This 
opinion  was  confirmed  by  toe  scouts,  and  the  army  thereftis 
advanced  caatioosly,  and  entering  Lanark,  arrived  •widnn 
sight  of  the  enemy  on  the  22nd  of  June. 

.  The  covenanters  occupied  a  strong  position  covering  liie 
road  to  Gksgow,  protected  by  the  waters  of  the  Clyde,  and 
the  Bridge  'of  Bothwell,  which  they  had  barricaded.  Xhe 
duke's  army  halted  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  a  conaie&'of 
war  was  immediately  summoned,  to  hear  his  instmcftioBS 
read,  which  had  been  hitherto  sealed  even  from  his  own 
knowledge,  at  the  instigation  of  the  York  fiustion.  These 
were  soon  found  to  be  positive  and  not  to  be  eluded,  diraeting 
him  not  to  treat  with  the  rebels  so  long  as  they  had  acms  ia 
their  hands ;  and  a  battle  was  therefore  at  once  deUannuied 
on.  Some  overtures  from  the  covenanters  were  rejected  hf 
Monmouth,  though  with  mildness,  and  the  only  condxtaoDB 
were  declared  to  be,  immediate  surrender.  The  covencantcii 
were  thus  cut  off  from  all  hopes  of  treaty,  preparatione  coin* 
menced  on  both  sides  for  an  obstinate  encounter,  and  Mas- 
sey's  dragoons  were  ordered  to  the  j&ont,  almost  hemg'^e 
bridge. 

It  was  now  mid-day,  and  the  sun,  though  surrounded  by 
thick  dark  olouds,  shone  in  a  long  slanting  torrent  of  light  on 
the  covenanters*  position,  which  extended  along  the  stream, 
having  BothweU  Bnggs  for  its  centre.  They  li^d  foFtified  a 
stone  sheep-cote,  in  the  manner  of  a  redoubt,  en  the  opposite 
side  of  the  bridge,  and  the  rapidity  of  the  waters,  ana  tiie 
strength  of  the  barricades  of  trees  and  carts,  seemed  to  make 
it  a  matter  of  great  diffieolty  to  force  their  positioni  In  the 
distance  Mervyn  discerned  the  tow;er8  and  steejries  of  €Bsb- 
gow,  and  nearer  at  hand,  the  massive  old  castle  of  Bothwelly 
embosomed  in  its  fcn^ts  and  morasses. 

The  appearance  of  the  warriors  who  were  to  defend  this 
position  was  cforiously  miseellaneous.  Menryn  peic»ved  no 
signs  of  military  order  and  regularity.  One  large  groi^ 
seined  ooUected  round  a  preac^r  who  was  holding  forth  on 
the  top  of  a  barrel  $  others  seemed  busy  at  their  private  devo* 
tions  ;  but  the  greater  part  were  engaged  in  codhang,  and  in 
cleaning  old  matchlocks. 

The  royal  banner  was  now  displayed,  and  Monmouth  ap« 
peared  on  horseback,  with  a  _brimant  staff,  and  rode  along 
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i^  VmeBi  eshoriaiig  the  men  to  courage  and  order.  Half  an 
bonr's  graee  liad  been  allowed  to  the  coyeiwnters  to  send  in 
tiieir>8ttbmisBion,  and  an  hour  had  elapsed,  and  as  the  duke 
anwed  before  Massey's  portion,  Ghrahome  of  Claverhouse 
gallf^d  np.to  tell  him  so. 

;  MXet  lis  do  nothing  in  a  hurry,  sir/'  replied  the  dnke,  rein- 
ing' in  his  horse.  *'  Send  a  trumpeter  to  inquire  their  Baal 
detmninotion,  and  then  we  will  act." 

"  I  will  go,  my  lord,  an'  it  please  you,"  said  Mervyn,  eagerty. 
'  •  ^  Go,  then,  sir/'  repHed  the  duke  in  a  cold  and  almost  con- 
temptuouB  manner. 

/Mervyn  dashed  his  spurs  into  his  steed,  and  in  a  moment 
iraa  OIL  me  {bridge,  wavmg  his  hand  in  token  of  parley ;  but  a 
rotde  of  musketry  warned  him  to  retire,  ana  he  galloped 
Imck  to  the  duke,  with  a  flushed  cheek  and  sparklmg  eye, 
whiek  seemed  for  a  moment  to  excite  his  attention. 

^*  So,  sir ! — ^we  have  witnessed  your  success,"  he  said,  wi^ 
a  «Bfiec,  and  as  he  spoke,  a  shower  of  balls  rattled  among  the 
leaTes  of  an  oak  imder  which  he  stood ;  but  the  duke  moved 
not  a  muscle,  and  his  well-trained  war-horse  merely  pricked 
ito  ears.  Mervyn,  smilingl^r,  lifted  his  hat,  which  was  perfo- 
n*ed  with  a  ball,  and  looking  earnestly  at  the  enemy,  ex- 
ciaiinad,  '*  If  your  grace  will  give  me  leave  to  treat  with  them 
itt  another  manner,  I  doubt  not  to  bring  you  better  tidings !" 

''  Clear  me  the  bridge  then,  Massey,"  said  the  duke,  re- 
luctuitly,  at  last.    **  Gi^ame  wlQ  back  you." 

"  I  will  back  no  man,  my  lord,  where  I  can  be  the  first," 
replied  that  fiery  chief,  with  a  dark  fiush ;  but  Massey 
seemed  to  be  ot  a  similar  opinion,  and  spurring  his  horse, 
with  a  loud  hurrah,  which  was  echoed  by  his  officers, 
and  not  by  the  men,  he  galloped  recklessly  forward  fol- 
lowed by  the  troop.  In  a  moment  they  were  on  the 
b^bdge,  ajad  Mervyn  was  abreast  with  his  fiery  old  colonel. 
Sut  a  senaofi  and  determined  resistance  awaited  them. 
Clouds  of  musketry  enveloped  everything,  and  a  sharp  hand 
to  haad  combat  took  place  around  the  bamcades,  widen  were 
densely  crowded  with  pikemen  and  musketeers. 
'  Suddenly  MJeryyn  saw  that  Massey 's  horse  was  struck  with 
a  ball  on  uiB  chest ;  and  maddened  with  pain  and  terror,  the 
aoDbaal  reared  and  plunged  with  such  yiolenee  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  the  colonel  kept  his  seat.     Meanwhile,  a 

Swerfiil  oovenaziter  was  pressing  furiously  upon  him. 
enryn  spurred  his  horse  between,  and  engaged  with  the 
antagonist,  but  he  had  the  horror  to  witness  at  the  same 
moment  that  the  colonel's  desperate  charger  leaped  the 
parapet  of  the  bridge  into  the  river. 

T  2 
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He  i^'  no^'tiin^^  i^  f^ndtr  vsi^  assisliiiceiisAjBcnr  iMtxif 
iMO^kfttacrto'  ir«n^'  hte  «wii>f  ten  ^m^  mAM^ffxmkf^mAAs^ 

%\A»  uiMftMit^lic''  feltthai  tkB  cntis>o£  kis'^fltai  LaA>eniitHb 
told  reddMs  df  tf fe  (xr  deaHi,  he  naditeiwlo  tiB^ifaudstcofcAt 
06re6a»l«M>'  Aotltitf g,   ^'Eiigkiidffori''0Yed!4«jiiet9!atf^ 

<  I«'se(£^Md'<«i^i£  ikeae  m>id»90DetaiDed<saiw  tHwi^a^q^of 
old  recollections.  The  dragoons  returned  lib^iiwi^jiOBlibt 
ehftrg4^,  'and  att^  «,i«kU>iiientafy  eeafliD^  eaisied  ^h^vfanU^, 
#$th  ^att-iiAp^ettil(M%iidiicli  nothing  coiild  idtltitaDcb  yW» 
Edible  ii(»)d  Wi^  ^Md^  with  a  g^nerai  Mmft^faci^^tJHbc^^ 
hAHtefB'diwL:  iai  evfry  direelioiii,  acauSABeAiaaaSLi^eVbaffimk 
in^^of  th^  irsliaat  efibvta  of  al  £bw  of  their  ileaidHfsifT^iroJ* 
thin  'time  the  duke's  viiole  mtmj;  -mtkilSkaMitaJb^ 
head,  ha^  ett]ttsed  the  hifidge^  Imt  eToiyTe^geto^TOifialMye 
had  disapn^eai^.  Merrjm  waa  first  'in-tfae  pi]iBUEt''xa»'n£I  as 
ki  the^eWve/ajid  it  was  not  until  he  had- riidd8ii?]iAagi^>a 
nide  beTona  the  bridge,  captariag^at  pleaanfe^f  anibjli<mmg 
doiiHi  tnose  who  persisted  in  fl^t,  HuAiihtr  MtiA^^-mn 
Idmsdf  w^ouftdedw  He  grew aoddenlT^sicdc kaaAfaaatimiiAjiit 
an  acute  pain  in  his  left  arm,  'vdiidi,  onexamioadapn^  ^fmPt^ 
a^r^i^lV  Woufided  with  a  ohrjrmore*  Hiahisraev  tltMV/VBiDbx- 
^BSfed,  and  he  thou^^t  it  Mat  to  reftnm  and Aafee  iii^inniad 
bound,  fbr  the  blood  was  welling  fiiatirooi  it«  .1 9<^-sawaqp9i^ 
pt  horsemen  cdUeoted  about  tiM  b]idge*lieaicl;>  and^lMlii— ik 
'dil«eted  his  waV^.  :^   - 'st. »  ^ix- 

-  O^  arriving,  ne  ibaaid  it  was  the  Buke  of  Moaxn^ihliapA 
several  ^^cei^  lookizeg  at  what,  vto  Mjeer^B^tfiearf^ 
he'redOgniM^I  asthebody^of  Oolonel  MJa8aBgr^:^hig».UUL.ia 
l^ie^  ^t^iuik,  and  the  other  half  <  onisbedijbeiiaai^  itibet  ddaid 
'eaiPOBSB'iof  hSs  horae,  on  the:  maifiiswhere^tiiBgh  hil  MktA. 
iti&  adViimsedraad  respectfully  eoDafi|t|BiaMbtha  ^likeRAmhis 
•victorjf'i  ^  It  Was  soiiie  miomenta.baroreitkvjdtihaiaraaaDBddh) 
recognize  him,  so  covered  was  he  with  bLood^aadsiabiaiidliHt 
€lav^hollse  es^i^aimiwst&BCti^was'theviatoritifi^thei^ay^^ 
duke  held  oi]ft  hi»thaitl^'ai|4'8hoaik  Jdiek)mi?ft)TO^ 

said,  with  w^mile  vfbgaigQlAriswedtnes^  wiaimtia^aMHmB 
lost  joiaf*hj^vm''06ltii^^  m/k'^mryiHbf^tSshikaUtr 

M  his  pkoe^iiiaaihsr^miiitiBff^  7^       eominaiiditiMuiraitB 
you  ha^e  [^  bflM^ljl^  ImC  '^th  3te  zndLiif  catrtinkniiftfefaiift  as 
far  a8'oiit''^power-art>eHMb^t- lie  aiid^ 
brow,  '^f<^  ik^'lAre-  0Dii£sed  «nd  otippieft  motin'-jcvery 
^direotk*!.'''*  •'^i-''-<'' "<   -■    .:  •■    ..••   •     .■•:*•.  ^w  f^iH 

MervyttlMMred  hk'ackiiowiedgmentBy^  Ibrhuiksttiij^goihed 


rfnidneifte^  km  sm^eoiis  to  Attend,  him:  j  MOnmoijii^^a^ift 
aAn^oof^iwnlden  iaipiakeB,!^  bdt  nol.  itefic^iU*  -iiii^pcJililpiil 
fiaiga4aly;'JBbd-  Iw  perndTed*  thai  ifMh  ilm^sfpov^imw^i  >wa9 
likely  to  be  luppioyed  at  ooort,  it  would  coneili«tf9itCKk4a  <W4t 
'k>  ilMJiift'^-MM  tflbrantnxoHB'flpifitk  njikht  kd  >  kad.  B}Aoy^  oj^cr 
vdAsoAsonhDfidMftd.  ift:   .       r-  ,  ■'[     ,/>•.:,<  x'*-,  .•)  mo 

sTJiviiyyii^  Wovnd  vainotdeep^  andAn^nf^trnwieQks  ke  w/M 
tc^j  tb^rtrtki^Msliiefr  ccmunaod  of  poo]^^Ma9Qi^>..dr(igooi»iu 

linap  wit&  oittiBgiuBkBd  eDcanii«iiM  ia-k^)  ^pa^h(9«y .  and 
tkoQ^k'toiiad-not  yet  leeeived  any  maodafe^f  fHoiB.  Lmdoup 
ij^mled^iMertyn  to  1i»  conunvid  of  Pumbavtoa' Cabbie, 
nMi  tfaei^dotitva  cf  one  of  tbe  most  dJAtnrbod  diatrietg, 
tL  Ikv  defeat  att  Botiiwell  Bii^  croaked  tbe  atreo^-  of  tke 
•onbiiaiLtsnk^t  imt  not  tkeir  resistance.  Tbe  flamea-^  rebellion 
^iraie^ikthflir  aeattered:  tkan  ^ctingnisked,  but  tke  royaX  anoy 
Sttarcbid^iut  witkout  resbtance  to  Gki8gpw«  Tkanee  M^- 
liadiiftkndiMnbvtad  &  few  garnaona  in  yariona  diiret^ioBB,.  and 
kefcniftiad  in'  funeat.tckiinpk  to  Edinbnrf|[k. 
-z^rOhrawnt^thttrQnkisownxeaonrces,  m  tbe  midst,  of  a  wild 
ton&tryr'itnd..'a  ■  torbiilent  popolation,  Mervyn'a  ckaracter 
ti^lfapr  to- .display  its  nobler  qualities,  and  to  acquire  tbe 
miMgtM.  and.  dedMon  of  matorer  years.  Perebuad.  in  tbe 
rocky  caatle  of  Dumbarton,  oyerlooking  a  wide  plain  bo]*dered 
fti^tW  almost  ifiikyage  fiigblanda  of  Ar^lesbire,  wbiek  at  that 
tnRBK^TCtetakiioaVTmMown  to  .tke<  £n(g;lisk,  ke  watckM  the 
aadtfinte'of /an  «eniy  of  unconquerable  taeal  and  obatipjacy. 
iXbb  lediit  ^aavk^&lfing  amonff.  tbe  scattered  embers  jnigbt  ii^ 
kiiU&ldicinBan^safwar,  ana-Mieryyn  bad  to- trample. jt^bQi^ 
-odtLififf^iiA  a^:ilis^:lappear«d  r^  and  be.  executed. kia  task  wit^ 
osbbaoaMytand  knnnnify  ^«ki<^  exetted  ike  admiration,  eye^ 
taf^kittienebiiasi''.' .'•'    '-  ^ -<•  . . ;- 

<>iitBtei^'nk>iitks>  passeddn-  ttkis  fatiguing ,  emphymm^i  and  ke 
cobCjImwI  torffvoaxre^diidf'didDeiaHa^^piQbmonsbut  no^Kuntona- 
HoTkvi  }maipBckMamiU^iMonamstit  aoeouAted  for  tkis  by 
n—f I tiiia'thatltkg  DdGe.of)iXaiiij:C9nsideriag  ku»  aa  kayijog 
'^daaHH«£io-lm'«a§^bw«'»'iacii4n,'ii\tfiiiafidT^  but  at 

4|nE'iaant'1iBiai  darod  siotiopeqly  disamMr<we  t9f  unnul  it» 
-.u  fiiearaiireBBi  llie  centnei  of  tbiOipQll^JDal  aiU*uggle»  London* 
-vdiEudiedtkB  retnote-gatriaaifeof  ^ulimrtcinbiit^ael^^^  and  tken 
'ct'^wms  notnf  ike  nuist  okeesfulixwture'toi  tbe  duke's  faction. 
The  fury  of  tkeplot  was  beginning  to  subside,  tbe  populaee 
^9ere  gkrttad  witk  blood*  and  iA«wed  aome  weariness  of  -tfieir 
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unholy  food.  The  cloud  of  witnesses  Which  appeared,  en- 
couraged by  Oates's  sfuccess,  being  all  men  of  infamous  cha- 
racter  and  manners,  rather  diminished  than  strengthened  the 
credibility  of  his  revelations.  The  continued  absence  of  aK 
tangible  proofs,  all  outward  substance  to  the  dreadful  shadow 
he  had  raised,  excited  general  suspicions  as  to  its  existence  at 
att;  but  sixteen  yictmis  had  perished  by  a  shamed  and 
terrible  death  ere  the  acquittal  of  Sir  G«orffe  Wiseman  gnre 
the  first  great  blow  to  the  plot.  The  mood  of  the  aged 
Staffotrdwas  still  indeed  to  be  poured  on  the  seaflfold  Ibr 
an  imaginary  crime ;  but  that  execution  dosed  the  line  of 
judicial  murders,  and  the  revulsion  which  popular  opinion 
now  sustained,  began  to  act  upon  the  authors  and  abettond  of 
the  diaboUcal  state  craft.  This  odium  fell  in  some  meamire 
upon  the  innocent  members  of  the  popular  part^  also,  and 
prepared  the  way  for  the  severe  retaliation  which  Chasries 
afterwards  inflicted. 

The  Duke  of  Buckingham  had  meanwhile  abandoned  fiie 
court,  and  gone  over  to  me  Whigs,  with  his  usual  verss^Qilr, 
and  was  now  one  of  its  bitterest  enemies,  stimulated  no  dotibt 
by  some  private  pique,  much  more  than  by  Ihe  patriotism  he 
affected.  Mervyn  would  have  taken  Httie  note  of  this*  cir- 
cumstance, but  for  its  connection  with  that  man  yrko  oaEed 
himself  his  father.  Blood  had  for  some  time  enjoyed  the  post 
of  regular  court-bully,  and,  doubtless,  to  gratify  the  hatred 
of  the  court  against  the  apostate  duke,  he  luui  suoomed  some 
ruffians  to  accuse  him  of  a  crime,  of  which  he  was  not  perhaps 
innocent.  But  the  duke  turned  the  tables  with  the  weight  c^ 
his  purse,  and  the  informers  confessed  their  subornation. 
Blood  was  immediately  held  to  bail,  and  ekpreftiunire  issn^d 
against  him.  Then  he  was  tried«  found  guilty,  and  Tisited 
with  all  the  punishments  of  scandahtm  ma^nixtum  ;  ho  ^waa 
amerced  in  a  fine  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  and  took  iH»fVtffe 
firom  this  enormous  penalty  in  the  bounds  of  the  King's  Beiich. 

Mervyn  was  not  much  affected  with  the  misfortunes  of  hia 
worthy  lather,  and  he  was,  besides,  almost  absorbed  in  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  of  his  own  position.  Bumours'  w^ei« 
rife  that  the  court  mid  so  far  recovered  from  its  panic,  as  to 
project  a  dismissal  of  the  Shaftesbury  ministry,  and  "^o 
recall  of  the  Duke  of  Monmoulii.  The  prospect  oi  LawleF- 
dale's  return  a^ain  excited  commotions  and  petty  insurroe* 
tions,  which,  though  not  dangerous, '  were  harassmg,  and  a 
dark  cloud  of  war  seemed  gathering  in  the  Western  High- 
lands, where  the  numerous  and  powerful  clan  of  Argyle  bore 
with  impatience  the  continued  banishment  of  their  chief. 

In  this  state  of  things,  Mervyn  received,  with  extreme 
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siirprise,  an  order  from  Monmouth  and  liis  conncil,  to  march 
to  Xnyerary,  the  great  stronghold  of  the  Campbells,  situated 
in  the  heart  of  their  wild  faslaiesseB,  there  to  arrest  the  earl, 
who,  it  was  stated,  had  returned  among  his  people,  in  defiance 
of  the  government  and  law. 

.  Mervyn  had  good  reasons  for  the  veiy  great  surprise  with 
which  he  received  this  command.  In  the  first  place,  the 
ojbjact  could  be  easily  fimstroted  by  the  earl's  departure,  or 
by:  secreting  himself  among  his  devoted  clansmen.  In  the 
mart  place,  it  was  almost  impossible  to  be  accomplished.  To 
peneixate  into  those  wild  fastnesses,  thioagh  passes  which 
eould  be  defended  against  a  powerful  army  by  a  few  resolute 
men,  and,  with  the  slender  forces  which  he  oould  muster,  to 
overcome  Ihe  numerous  and  valiant  clan  of  Argyle,  seemed  a 
Quixotism  to  attempt.  A  larger  force  would,  on  the  other 
hand,  run  great  risk  of  starvation ;  for  the  Highlanders  were 
rich  only  in  cattle,  and  a  few  skirmishers  could  cut  off  the 
siqpplies  of  a  whole  host.  But  supposing  that  these  important 
zxu^tars  were  put  to  the  venture,  another  danger  occurred — 
ttot  the  covenanters  would  rise  in  his  absence,  and  wrest 
Dumbarton  firom  the  slender  force  which  he  could  leave 
behind  to  protect  it. 

.  Imnerative  as  his  orders  were,  Mervyn  ventured,  on  these 
.^onsiaerationB,  to  'delay  obedience,  ana  wrote  his  objections 
to  the  council.  He  was  answered  in  an  exceedingly  flattering, 
bfut  resolute  tone,  by  the  duke  himself.  He  assured  him  that 
he  was  forced  to  the  measure  by  the  outcries  of  the  Lauder- 
dale faction,  who  accused  him  of  winking  at  the  earl's  resi- 
dence in  the  Highlands*  In  the  next  place,  there  was  no 
dialer  of  resistonoe  on  the  part  of  the  Campbells ;  the 
Countess  of  Argyle,  who  ruled  them  in  her  husband's 
Ibbsence,  had  declared  her  innocence,  and  offered  to  submit  to 
any  investigation  of  the  king's  officers.  To  obviate  the  i^- 
]^ehenaion  of  the  covenanters,  the  duke  authorized  him  to 
raise  the  militia  of  Glasgow,  and  leave  his  castle  in  the 
custody  of  their  captain.  He  ftirther  piqued  his  pride  by 
reptesenting  that  the  great  Montrose  had  invaded  and  con- 
^ueoped  Argvle  with  a  K>roe  almost  as  inadequate  as  his  own, 
and  in  the  depth  of  winter,  whereas  it  was  now  the  dose  of 
a  fine  summer.  Finally,  he  left  him  no  resource  but  to 
march  or  throw  up  his  commission. 

Mervyn  felt  that  something  ulterior  was  meant  under  this 
fiur  outside  show,  which  he  could  not  yet  fathom  ;  for  the 
Toaan  appointed  to  hold  Dumbarton  during  his  absence  was 
notoriously  a  &vourer  of  the  covenant.  But  as  his  instructions 
were  so  positive,  he  had  no  resource  but  a  reluctant'obedience. 


^  yiAuAt  leeuMd  to  »reiaEgeriio^}Mla^'iMQe^ ! 
ipnM;  He  left  Dtatnribariaro,  iMwreycr»  ia^ro  ijimiiiiif  k^ 

to  nuM  Hie  ■  B^rvifiei'4^:  4Miiie  iovijf  oJT  iii»  l>Bit  ann^^ 
MS'liiiiiw^  of  opeii^toij  >aad  BQ^ 
iofiehaacei '  Hk  liMfe  aany  oonsiBted  of  aboiii^tiroL^ 
i»M^,  of  -vtiiom  ftbout  hatf  iv^ie  jegnkr-poldipB^AcfcrnMi  liif 
piek^iiien;«f1^'Lowlaiid  militia.  .V€ry  d^nbifiil^^MaUiUM, 
of  his  4eeeptio&f  fae  detonnmed  ta  isBsrofiulsy  jnoniaqadOM^ 
attdtoerowt^itiotiiklaiiiS'at  Tgrbet  fey  ar  jogfcfejifc  i  nufci  i  ifc 
iBOtild  ))e  eidled,  knowii  only  to .  siiepiiexas  imd 
aad  doemed  inq^aBuMe^  ButnlyingfOiLliliABtatoftiCBli 
many  of  the  JoiW  cIms  united  inniakiag^  that  itit:qi ' 
^aSti^  m  the  ntnoner^inke  to  ovBrooniethe  obitedmr 
iiatuM  anieia^aaded  by  men,  he  xveoiredoH'Ob^doCj 
extraordinary  matdieB  which  -  had  heenumsde'ini] 
«i»!e  the  tri£lfy  ehmUioaB  <apk>it.  a£iCod»^.  omiiil 
'  It'WttmiDtwitihQiit  some  emdlioaaiof aweiaaidcflr»winfi><iiMii 
Me»^  apiproaehed  that  lo%  eha&Djctfdarii  MQi  ^iiiiiuiniiiiiM 
it  were  avnew  wearld,  where  .the  (ymona  .'^dfinaiiHffiB  mMa^ 
Imbaroaa dsnrted  afie  weore  gt^aufiill'iigoinl  'jl3a»^pDikm 
weJM  vf^Mso  okl  dwtffAinteriB)  fiaalKar .  with  '  iivey .^ahgc—d 
deffie,  aiMl  at  he  was  obliged  to  oc^dehimself-wwl]^  t<«{iiii.w 
l»ibed  &ii^  it  waa  not  wiiiboati  Biud[i^'seer^oakn»JtS|iikte 
Inoid  himftdf  and  Ms  littiejosiiy  ]^cmgij^!dee^  a^fl< 
into  '  ^those  tpeoKndocLs  monntaiKi  s£li]bide8a:^i¥i£d9fl 
^raillfl^,  naCTOW- and  deep^nadheBsnediiiiit'iq^ 
eoa^MtJieatli  and  orowmed  by  hxrr  b9iaiaqL^<^^io"^  ^  ^ 
ICCBta'  xaiahing:  ^ma^y  dciWA'  ^l&ose*^<&tJDkMtal0sa>r^Leaia99Vii^^ 
hills  sloping  down  to  the  ghiaiiigf^toBa^ts^iwily  wtilwiif  WC^ 
Irweet  flon^sfis  of  gleetivaad  ^|giilc»  ilowlanflt niepi^wii#iiVe 
nymphsiai  the  arms  of'satyfa^tif^ifflese-^oqeBsiai^^ 
fOfse^  jnai!sdi»'andhiU'i;[|)9ibAiil>^ja£  skoed  stBDi^^ 
seemed  nikdJiike  st&ix»tp'heii¥eiL^:iElIliiplBBsedbiiit( 
mmas  befcoie  tiie  ^00^  a3we-stro(feIjg[M«i  i  Ih 

enoount^ned  neo  ilcidngtbeili^>biit  4  few  ihephwnfai^iwiiorftpift  ai 
their  a|ifEroach,  BuapMaronA  &dka  of*  ^meBp^fKcUSt  heedajeOMic. 
Mcrvyn^  however,  allowed >his  soldiers  to  t^ch^-neAiBgaoA 
the  march  but  the  provisions  they  had  brought  wiArfiwm^ 
CKG^  a  ISsw  head  of  deer  which,  as  a  wild  game^  iMcSibii- 
iaderedlav^il spoil.  .     ..rr^  vjOu. 


A  wjlbliki  xzcmflXwaEap  tbm  highlands. 

The  e«g)9  Bcreamiiiff  in  his  rockj  ab jBses,  the  roar  of  tor- 

reatB,  the  stnmge  lisnta  eleamin^  and  wandering  among  the 

aaoantains,  now  all  lUgUw  with  ^totile  and  crimson  heather, 

then  dark  aad  dun  as  sorrow,  filled  the  young  soldier's  mind 

witih  jdetf  &f  ^tMh&iiy  and  grandeur,  wludi'se^siSd^  satisfy 

|ij— infr  ]iDiiisj|KMti<saLaiid  aomewh^t  jdvoano^'aatoe^  ^^Tkft^lex- 

lifcl'Mi'iiii  teo^ie^ eokugpTnetvmd  the  (nasoieiLstKfi^ta^^f jftfinoiid 

jMjwiisiliimfj  ,;jiffeBe  fr&tifyiB||pto.ia  nini  watlieiit  mndlL  Sital^ 

^BMBbiiee^iaiid  iaaii  oi>  the  ohrahae  kgenda  of  AviootOk  •  r 

TO flhe  Aslidgy -R marsh  w«a  qnite  monoleatad^vibideftt^rnig^ 

jfli^hiifoinw^kaA  under  a;  krrdj  autumn  moon*  oii  the  mtsSemt 

ji&tMMlao£AQBe  vast '<green.  braes  on  which  the  Hi|^laTid  akffh 

Jhwd-^^irfi  Jms'  .efaief  .wealth*    Mervytv-  kAeirf  that-  the  .Afmg 

J^SBMlsmfla  sottid  have  i^tead  &e  news  oi  kaa  vcumsk-m  a  lew 

^mmfitiiui  ha  icas.  ajoxious  to  allow  aa^tle  time  a»  i^sibhd4> 

BS  asaiatanioe.    His  .drums  beat  with  the  &«t  neentMf 

and  iowttrds'  noonday  his  littla axna^  eama tQ;uie  last 

of; those  iwild.sielnBss  wiueh-  sweep  idowoiwtird  to  the 

wstsnof  looh  Fyne.    On  the  omKMnte- shores,  of 

«!  backed  by-  another  daric.  pile  m  mountains^  the 

iliMWi  I  a  i^iatrealuy  arose,  in  desolate  grandeur.      :  \f 

ffitherto  HaephaA  itfiet  with  no  oppemii<mi  in  faot,  had  aesn 
Mtitn^  arjlimf^hek^r  and  Mervyn^began  to  feavrsomething 
tmAatv»:iai  thm  ckmSLsnod  disappearance  of  1^^  numeroitt 
icBsLodiaiiHlipgtiiie.regioBis  hehaanow  eotoi^  But  he  had 
aH^jBQsonJtfee  lrat>:peitorerance>  and  he-^dnl&Qnedhis  OKiacdb. 
JMHKuul  tii&vooiiyliasin  .of  tine  Ijich,  passing  ttixou^  defiles 
•fllEhiehy  bg^itbeirinatnited  difBoulties  alone,  migt^haTe  ^Mu^ 
^i^y^  bond  att^entry  ho  an  inradsr.  Bul^  these  tecrifale  ipasses 
MBoJfiiila  uflNfktffeoM*  the  cottages  on  their  mardi'deaeztM^ 
ml.  mrblfe  iSign^:o£^halwt>atifln.io  bo^. inet  with,  s^si^he  a^ 
iprosidriedilidTeiraDry^  howfrnVf^^thft-raj^e.  of  Uaek-hiU^.onlus 
•oflht  ioiaetfaneapflinBd  ^siih  asudden^doudof  Highlaadao^ 
MMi'Seemedt^ta^'«lb■fcoh  ^eir  >ino¥ei^^  but':  wmnoutrjaoy 
Jinal  ill  1 1  ilwiiif  iiisiiartion  ;o£their><WBn  iintflntionai  >.  „.i  j  ...A 
'liJ  J%Bri9i|dHi<llhis .  littler  'ami^  halfced  within  a.^ /$sw  ipiiks  'Of 
iaareBaKT^iiniarpositian'tif  gr^t^rtKuethviityr  it  waa  cbfended 
lyjAwnwiSB  epivone  hanA»  andiaLdesfn^ieh  onithe  otbeCfW^xf 
IwswsbhBJito  aaaaaMinlthe  lealdiraDsxtiQlft  of  his  opponents; 
•^ii£&idii]»igfr.*ha- aent  4>uit.8Q0T^i^ah(f 

akflH^toilinTSferavyv^stetiBgithathiQjdfisirad  an  intsirmwwith 
ihe^Coanieas  ^.Argyli^  dr'anrjoCheD-iMfwIied^  taan^^ 
lusimitoty'S  fdeasore,; whioh  Baihhd/oattie  to^eiaeinite  in  thttt 
0OfUldxji  •*:.■.'-!.?  -lo  •-*:.•    ■•  '".^* 

r  ^Ihia  message,  peodnood  an  -  immediaie  tiiecft  ;/•  thrae  High*- 
land  gentlemen,  evidently  men  of  sttperiov;nlDkr.jtetBniad 
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mtib.  the  sergeant.  One  of  these,  a  tall,  stately  xoaii^  attired 
in  the  clan-tartan,  though  of  rieher  matenak,  and  with  a 
oosUy  mantle  of  sables,  fastened 'round  his  breast  bv^  ml^=€£ 
wolfs  paws,  seemed  to  be  the  chief  personage ;  and  be  in- 
formed Mervvn  that  the  Ladjr  Argyle  was  in  her  castle  of 
Liyerarj,  and  very  much  surprised  to  hear  that  the  Jdn^g^had 
thought  it  necessary  to  have  his  {Measure  annoimoed  ik  her 
country  by  a  milita^  force ;  that  she  desired  only  to  Jasffw 
his  majesty's  pleasure  to  obey  it,  and  therefore  reqciested 
Captain  Mervyn  to  come  to  Inyerary  and  announce  it  to  her 

S^rsonally,  and  that  meanwhile  she  sent  her  deareousiBS,  Sir 
uncan  Campbell  of  Inverlochy,  and  Eonald  of  Tazbe^  as 
hostages  for  his  safe  return. 

Mervyn  consented  readily  to  this  plan,  which  he  thought 
would  obriate  many  inconyeniences,  and,  accompanied  by 
the  Highland  gentleman  in  sables,  rode  to  InTerary,  oyer 
a  wild  waste  of  moor  and  hiU.  It  was  sunset  when  they 
entered  the  castle,  and  Mervyn  found  that  his  eompatokm 
was  a  man  of  apparent  consequence,  from  the  homage  'whidb 
was  paid  him  by  all  whom  they  met.  He  was  besides  a 
man  of  very  agreeable  and  fluent  conversation,  and  seemed 
well  acquainted  with  the  state  of  political  eyents  and  persons. 

They  entered  the  castle  by  a  hsQl  of  great  extent,  me  walls 
of  which  were  of  blue  granite,  gami»ied  with  sta^'  heads, 
horns,  and  other  sylvian  trophies,  arms  of  various  ages  and 
manufactures,  shields,  targets,  pikes,  claymores,  steel-coatB, 
and  helmets.  Two  yast  mres  of  pine  logs  burned  at  eitluar 
end,  in  cavernous  chimneys,  and  three  oaken  tables,  ex- 
tending the  whole  length  of  the  hall,  seemed  prepared  for 
a  banquet.  This  apartment  was  Med  with  a  great  yuiety 
of  persons,  some  sitting  in  conversation,  but  the  greater 
part  standing  to  receiye  the  guests.  They  were  nearly  all 
Ine  muscular-looking  men,  in  the  Highland  garb,  many  of 
them  of  quality ;   but  there  was  minted  vn&  them  a  few 

Sersons  whose  coarse  Lowland  habits,  long  ascetic  faoes^  and 
rawling  tonnes,  announced  them  as  coy^ianters. 
It  was^  with  evident  and  very  great  astonishaient  that 
Mervyn  recognized,  in  conyersation  with  the  countesSi,  who 
sat  at  the  upper  end  of  the  hall,  in  great  state,  suzromaided 
by  her  ladies,  the  faces  of  several  persons  familiar  to^  him 
in  London.  The  principal  of  these  was  the  Lord  Howard* 
Monmouth's  great  Mend  and  ^bettor  in  all  his  projeets. 
There  was  one  Kumsey,  a  creature  of  Shaftesbury's,  a  man 
of  yery  blandishing  manners,  with  a  sly,  foxy  exDression  of 
countenance,  likely  to  put  a  physiognomist  on  nis  guard. 
There  was  another,  an  old   companion  of  Colonel  &ood. 
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fltnd  one  of  Cromwell's  boldest  lieutenants,  who  afterwards 
figtifed  in  the  Ere-Hoose  conspiracy.  It  was  Rumbold. 
Me  had  a  large  burly  head,  and  only'  one  eye,  the  other 
heing  knocked  out  by  a  blow  which  disngnred  me  whole  side 
of  his  ikee,  and  he  was  deeply  pitted  with  the  smallpox. 

**  Yo*i  are  welcome,  sir— very  welcome,"  said  the  countess, 
Tislng'to  receive  her  military  guest.  "Whatever  your  mes- 
00^  be,  the  messenger  ia  our  guest,  and  as  such  deserves  all 
honour.*' 

**  I  thank  you,  madam/'  repKed  Mervyn,  bowing  dee^^y, 
and  somewhat  struck  with  the  dark  beauty  of  me  laor's 
features,  and  with  the  melancholy  tones  of  her  voice.  **  "But 
I  am  afraid  my  business  here  has  Httle  claim  on  your 
hoi^^itality." 

'*  Do  not  state  it  then  till  you  have  had  some  little  conver- 
sntidn  with  my  Lord  Howard,  who  is  direct  from  the  Duke  6f 
Monmouth,"  said  the  countess,  hastily.  **  Meanwhile  we  pray 
yt>u  to  partake  of  such  poor  reireshment  as  our  wild  countiy 
em  afford,  and  rest  awhile  from " 

"  No,  madam,  I  must  needs  decline  your  courtesy,"  inter- 
jftipted  Mervyn.  '*  I  am  here  at  the  king's  orders  to  arrest 
the  Earl  of  Argyle,  if  he  be  in  these  parts,  and  will  not  taste 
the  salt  of  any  man,  with  such  a  purpose  in  my  heart." 

"Arrest  Argyle  in  the  midst  of  his  clan !"  echoed  Mervyn's 
companion,  with  a  ffrim  laugh,  which  was  repeated  in  a 
variety  of  tones  by  the  brawny  warriors  around.  "  Prithee, 
sir,'  have  you  ten  thousand  men  at  your  heels  P" 

**  I  have  the  king's  authority,  sir,  backed  with  which  I  fear 
not  to  do  my  duty  against  any  odds!"  replied  Mervyn, 
warmly. 

"  Well,  Captain  Mervyn,  but  first  hear  what  we  have  to 
gflpv,"  said  Howard,  taking  his  arm  in  a  mysterious  manner. 
**  My  lady  countess  will  pardon  us  awhile/  And  he  led  the 
young  leader  apart,  into  a  dark  octagonal  recess  formed  in  a 
tower  which  overlooked  the  lake. 

**  Come,  my  dear  Mervyn,  let  us  drop  this  finrce,"  he  said, 
wy&  a  smole.  "  Here  is  the  duke's  letter— read  it,  and  give 
mr  your  opinion." 

Ab  he  sx>oke,  he  handed  a  letter  to  Mervyn,  sealed  with  Mon- 
montli's  arms,  and  in  his  own  handwriting.  The  duke  began 
by  assuring  Imn  that  he  perceived  the  justice  of  all  his  reason- 
ing on  the  erpedition,  and  the  total  ioAdequacy  of  the  forces 
at  ms  command ;  and  that  so  chimerical  an  idea^as  that  of 
arresting  Argyle  in  his  own  country  had  never  occurred  to 
him  as  a  possibility ;  it  was,  in  fact,  with  a  very  different  in- 
tention  that  he  had  directed  Mervyn  to  march :— this  was  no 


tbe  driiuna^n  (^  Az^le/  make  a  siiddM><A^iii«J!^  wk^C 
and  proclaixn  the  Coyeiiant,  and  the  redress  of  divers 
gti»mdie$l  The  whole  wi^H9('Bc<i*ikuitd,'\»wA^ 
to  burst  «at  in  tk  iame  of  mt^taffee^imi'^iMo^  %<j|ftiiiiw»l 
^n»d  to  Ettgkftd,  'and  Shaftesbnrf ^  i&A  «Ciier  '»^16iQbI  lus 
|K>wiffld  pattV',  had' pix>niil^  to  take  ^^ 
as  aMBigiiai  »r  «  revolt  in  London.  Tkck  iles^ph 
niotdd  be^'dSstraeted,  and  not  know  wMch^lti.r'to^tldSf^ 
meanwfaMe  Monmoviiik  iv^mld  march  ii|;aiaAt  Ala^^%4fiiiQdf 
army  d0«<04ied  to  htm,  vvlddi  on  appfroacMng^i^nld^italb^y 
With'theMsctrgents,  and  t>rockim  him  i^id£MP^MM»^ 
aad'Engindi  astnies  for ^ei^e dress  of  gnevance^.  '^  ' 
accordi^  to  the  duke,  was  left  in  the  hands  i^^dy^ 
ibkB  dommoiiwealth,  so  tiiiat  no  resistande  tieed  beH^giilli^ded 
there.  To  eoneert  thi*  ^^tmd  rebdlli6n  it  Ei66me^ wB^S^^fetfi 
represented  the  dnke ;  Eiunsej,  ShiER»sbl^'«axdfkil^Wfar^ 
aad  Knml^M}  tl^  decorate  repubMeans  of  Qpoln^^ilFCSme^ 
rdady  t&  dare  and  do  anything.  Many  ^iius  Si  ali^tdc&^nJlA 
Argyle/and  &TOttrers  of  the  Covenant,  had?  ^lioMatf^^Aiellf 
adh^fence,  aiad  oh  ibe  whc^  it  se^dd-  Mke^df  itefisi^il^ 
most  alarming  and  extensive  natnre.  Vast  rewatd|f^W^lgpr#< 
mised  to  Mervyn  for  las  adherence  a&dservieetr>&t^ii^fili&e, 
and  ilivei«:  Mbts  thrown  ottt,  that  it  ws&  iSt^  last  ^^iikJ^^Jf^Mg 
eotaited  dditinv  widch  fortone  was  MkelyW^im^liitiT  l9i 
tile  othei^  hand,  it  wsa  pretty  plaiidy  indimMed'  tkai'^i^^ftd 
not  much  fr^m:  of  choice,  as  ^  and  hk  tild^  wfairi'MflitI 
mer^of  Argyleand-hiseki^.  -        *  ny^^^dai^— 

'*  Well,  and  what  says  the  gallant  tidier  JUfy^!^i4i«^yb6i 
Mervyn's  Highland  companion^  impatiefitly  ^Stejbpki^^yjto  M 

^  *'  He  sa^  that  he  is  ^ot  a  iirisitor,  iRsd^  tltift'^^tkis^^tmkfl^ 
--4>lk^,  'tttiholy  ttoAson-P— ^s^l&ii]ied  l£ltfJ^ift^friB^itil« 
lietlerintbariOiOtisaiid pieces.         '    '^'     ->    Ai'-'^^i  slJaiiJoa 

'<A:re  yoa  mtidP*'  sai«l  Howard^^witli  <MrtrAiHpi<WP^ihtf 
'<  Why,  &ed\tketoldii8'yOtt  w^:^  liUi'pf«|llttreid^i4oai0i«iafi 
pleased,  and thatyoa had %ecA gniehinj<tifedf%<^€frMiM»i|^ 

<'  In  sU  kwM  xtiat^,^Je^  pri^iuted^vt  aqphedPiiiiPiyh 
"but  not  ^feotetitejriayidagjttidc^ 

T  will  B0fi1)«He^o  4(hll«4lhe%hl^i9SS^M^naiMib>ir^dl^i(^^ 
letter,  and  I>a»i^tv>aiibg  tb^pn^  wlMt^ii£ls<eilr]^f«$ta^  ywppjwat 
on  your  pr^se^ee  heiN),4ui'^I  hi7ra'<a  mfAe  peimmMm 
andthBt^c)tdy--^I  d/tdsm^ft^m  y^xii$Miinlik^Misg^mMikk^ 
name,  if  h#be'r^^edin^these  oocmMes^lliepidrsim  ofJkpni^ 
baldvil^lof  Argim^^tui-fr'traitor  aftidfUg^  •  *'  i  :>-^i-v 

*<  He  iJ9  h^e^  dien^^^  replied  l^e  HighhOfider^  witii 
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^im%^fSiptb9 iftw^b^y^ij. wd  «)w,  vJiat"kat!« .ymi  :fe^) say 

^Hl^^im^t: ]»^«i:.Ki9g  €11^        name/' iie{>lied MtMrvpsfci 

e/i!'%o^()^»re4Viesobmed  th^^aftaiiA,  witks^JbiOme  Iwffli? 

|ii£stfii^mA looter  th0  locb.  In&moiiiwttboQifKieilft 
SttP  ^i^faa^ed  09T«rc4  ^h  HigblandeiSf.  wbo  xanr  down  tO:iW 

1J9§f^  dl!i4^  of  bc^eaod  8ui0way  F^orirv^iU  s«i^r  ^ems dTe» 
todb^i^lDiifkc^  to  pieces. to  the  li»t  itiait*^^.ii«y.6A9^i^0Uyi 
fc^^WJf  jiJkiflftaia  hence  by  foree."  ,.      s  •       ..      ; 

L'jl^r^d^mpi^  »  Atronff  power*  but  I  ixaai  not  tp^i^wat  tibe 
tiag'flj  JBiwofei^>"^liea  meryyH,  gBwag  with  «i  muitenMyed 
m'd^ey;  ^aeaeiiibUng  bast.  -  .      , 

,em  .3%^k^-  id  in  the  haads  of  aibiterj  end  |^<^h  eonA* 
ig{b^''i«fli£BipwAX!d.  '*  I  marvel  what  gte^t  hopes  70u.haya 
Mieftei^Masteil  Jiferrr^'  ^^  jo^  vejeet  the  onfy  cthanee  o£ 
fP^%^ii9Bi[id^^<40kd  finftmie  at  onoey  waiieh  &te  nay  oyer  piii 

^o^^99^hil)l£lO|rd  H<Kwaod  I  do  ya«  think  that  by  any  ac^.  of 
l^n^IigdU  iMiefist  to  ohKse  in  power  the  butclaers  ollGod&^ 
«M0^  YlOkiSl^flmanP'  saidMeryvn,  wiUi  9\xfm^  msis^mn' 
g jBe8iJkfti?|f»Tt.  )«e  mifltafcen  in  afl..yoqg  catcttl^ap»8>  Tte 
^M(flo(i^  liwAt  dateat-Tou^Jliigland  ia  lumpe  to  a  iiayjolt 
—Dumbarton  is  safe  in  loyal  hapds-r-rftnd  if  need  be,  J  wdi 
iadcdf>i^]f  iMmy'toiii  ^f  wse  moantainai  or  yea  shall'  slay 
tti»0lwe»iitodaQrdiei!^ofyoBrto  .,/. 

In  y ain  did  the  other  plenipotentiaries  in  this  eztraordiiUNqf 
fiOBSmanite^'ileoivd.aiMMP^d^hBa^  and  ^fess  him  -mS^  a  treat 
^^^'^ifixtmiffsiU  a»i:ent9C»atie8K  4J1  the  loyal. stnd ho- 
nooiuble  feelmgs  of  his  heart  T^i^ie^ivxBOk  tiie  tri^Mkary 
OflitiywiliteATi^d  Htsaeq^ied  as^tf  t]|e..time  prc^hesiedby  Van 
flD9miii<>hild:iimyedi;<wh^i'.  tbe/ssJyi^tiQn  oi  the  cmoiic 
cdtiaiid^»Ib(|^aia^e»v$d  tft  h^  on^^bia  breath,  for  ike  total 
iWwitfofa.tlWft  na/dmbt.ioim  ^f  >thatfQ]|^0et»,of  jl^e  fierce 
Motoiatia  v^hftT  dwd^  -umm^^Fm  iporeeAPMs  and  pplitioal 
nfipqnanioif.AetitKme^  i3!b!rQati^!p«te>iteiad'>ith.an 
#£flrty»a%  and;  bn^r-AK  Iia(^/.^arfyle'a^iailieirfefei4ce«^ 
I«r4be>ib«liili'<tf  paaam  migiii':biyeL']>ee»>jreaoi!ted'.to,  £(>r  the 
iKU«r4pMata!<mtatde  besan  t^  tftk^aipastiiti  ^  fontioi^eiii^ 
.Atafe  eyani'  daroptied  bbsemre  hiiltaTthat  Meiyyu^'a  jsoUieirft 
wcSd  not  remam  mithful  fso  himn  a^d  feiarfej.tiiat  aomethivtg 
iiB«ri&  iilgp^tfliioii  4n.l^!Gflfi|p9  her^ 
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tiiitiier.  Howard  and  the  chieftain  boik  preBsed-liim  to  iak« 
at  least  the  night  to  consider  their  proposition^  sand  feuiDi 
that  the  J  would  not  let  him  go  at  all,  he  tacitlj  agieed^imd 
was  at  last  allowed  to  depart. 

On  returning  to  his  camp  and  dismifwing  the  hostogas^  Jm 
•aw  clearl J  enough  that  the  soldiers  expected  some  extmoidi' 
nary  reredation,  and  from  tiie  knowledge  he  had  ixf^iiiaa 
principles,  he  feared  they  had  beoi  tampered  witih  k>>8em0 
purpose  in  his  absence,  ^ut  to  put  in  execution  tiie^nddlu- 
tion  which  he  had  formed  in  his  own  mind,  he  affected  »tvay 
cheerful  air,  diraoted  the  soldiers  to  light  large  &»s,  aocapted 
with  great  affabiHty  a  present  of  provisions  which  acnved 
fix>m  LiTeraiy ,  and  m  presence  of  the  messengers  made  ewesf 
preparation  as  if  to  spend  the  night  on  the  ground  which  he 
occupied. 

But  such  was  far  £:om  being  Mervyn's  intention.  Sn- 
rounded  as  he  was  by  overwhebning  numbers,  and  'witk  a 
secret  of  such  importance  in  his  possession,  he  felt  that  the 
enemy  could  not  intend  to  let  him  escape,  out  oi  their-clutehes, 
at  the  same  time  he  reflected  on  the  chances  that  DnB^aatcm 
mi^it  be  seized,  and  his  retreat  in  that  direction  cut  offl 

The  vital  importance  of  an  immediate  resolution  now  atrack 
him  too  strongly  to  allow  of  hesitation,  for  as  night  adraiiced 
all  the  hills  and  borders  of  the  lake  gleamed  with  fires,  lit  hv 
the  Highlanders  in  their  bivouacs  round  the  caatLe  of  their 
chief.  He  determiued,  therefore,  on  a  measure  wiiich  would 
have  done  credit  to  a  general  of  the  daring  and  rapid  BGhool 
of  our  own  times.  He  suffered  his  soldiers  to  eat  their  8ii|^r, 
and  even  made  preparations  for  th^  night's  bivou&c,-  but  Bud* 
denly  the  order  was  issued  to  march,  and  without  aiHowing 
time  for  remonstrance  or  disobedience,  the  little. army  enn- 
menoed  its  retreat,  in  all  possible  silence,  and  under  thetpso* 
pitious  shadow  of  a  very  dark  night.  Mervyn  directed  <ih0 
fires  to  be  heaped,  and  lumself  brought  up  the  rear,  to  prev-ent 
any  straggling  which  mi^t  betray  his  iutentions. 

Calculating  that  the  Highlanders,  if  they  duKovored  Ids 
departure,  would  conclude  he  had  taken  the  least  difficuStoBd 
dangerous  wa;3r,  he  preferred  returning  by  tiie  rond  he  had 
come,  over  their  wildest  and  most  desolate  mountains. ..  Hia 
Highland  ^ides  had  now,  however,  deserted  him,  md  he 
was  obHffed  to  trust  to  his  own  recollectiohs  and  the  eoineo- 
tures  of  nis  officers,  in  the  depth  of  night,  crossing  a  bwek 
and  desolate  range  of  fells  and  gleofi  wmch  offered  no  rdad, 
and  scarcely  a  single  point  to  which  the  memory  could  ding. 
Nev^tiheiess  it  was  with  great  delight  that  he  took  a  farewell 
glouce  of  tiie  illuminated  Loch  and  hills  of  Liverary,  and 
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fian^d  into  the  darkness  of  a  deep  valley  skirted  on  botk 
sidBS  b J  lofty  monntains. 

Mervyn  could  not  assure  himself  of  success,  howerer,  until 
the  morning  broke  on  his  fatigued  and  straggling  little  host, 
smd-ng  signs  of  pursuit  appealed.  8till  he  aUowed  them  but 
a>^orti  rest  before  he  was  again  en  route,  and  tarrying  neither 
har  stragglers  nor  those  that  were  worn  out  with  faSigue,  he 
aerveed  sS  length  in  safely  at  Tarbet. 

iSfivebad  news  awaited  him.  Seneant  Hoskins,  Hlo  meaa 
whom  he  had  left  in  diarge  of  Dumbarton,  had  sent  a  mes- 
seftger  to  inform  him  that  the  covenanters  were  stirring  in 
all  parts,  and  that  he  hourly  expected  an  attaesk,  which,  with 
hifi  triiifig  numbers,  would  very  likely  prove  successful. 

Mervyn's  men  were  too  much  exhausted  to  continue  their 
march,  however  necessary  their  presence  at  Dumbarton,  but 
ordering  them  to  foUow  after  a  few  hours*  rest,  he  set  off  on 
horseback,  with  only  a  single  trooper,  and  reached  his  castle 
ia:  sa^sty.  The  news  of  his  sudden  and  almost  marvellouff 
ntam,  and,  perhaps,  tidings  from  their  friends  in  the  moun- 
tains, seemed  to  strike  panic  into  the  turbulent  population 
aroimd ;  all  signs  of  resistance  disappeared,  and  the  murmurs 
of  the  rising  tempest  sunk  into  a  dead  calm. 

Mervyn  had  now  tame  to  reflect  on  what  he  had  done,  and 
ibovLgh.  he  in  nowise  repented  his  conduct,  he  apprehended 
widi  justice  ihat  he  had  forfeited  Monmouth's  paiaronage,  and 
in  £Eiet  incurred  his  hatred  and  that  of  the  powerful  faction 
which  backed  hitn ;  but  the  conscionsness  that  he  had  done 
has  duty,  and  the  chivalric  renown  which  he  had  acquired  by 
the  briUuimfc  manner  in  which  he  had  done  it,  somewhat  con- 
soled him.  Gratitude  for  the  kindness  which  the  duke  had 
shown  him,  and  a  faint  hope  of  again  conciliating  his  favour, 
made  hhn  resolve  to  know  no  more  than  what  was  generally 
miderstood  by  his  troopers  and  the  public,  and  he  wrote  to 
the  eotmcil  a  detail  of  nis  expedition,  wherein  he  omitted  all 
the  extraordinary  proposals  made  to  him  at  Inverary. 

He  received  j^in  reply  a  cold  official  statement,  that  the 
eoRincil  approved  of  all  he  had  done,  but  that  they  had 
Laamad  liom  certain  information  that  the  Earl  of  Argyle  'was 
stiE  at  the  SJag[UB,  and  had  not  left  that  city  during  the  two 
years  of  his  eSle,  The  epistle  concluded  by  stating  that  as 
nis  great  services  had  rendered  him  peculiarly  odious  to  the 
weauand  people,  and  as  the  country  was  bo  tranquillized  as 
no  longer  to  need  them,  he  was  to  prepare  for  a  successor,  in 
tiie  person  of  one  Colonel  Bumbold,  and  to  take  his  departure 
&T  JSdinbuzgh  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  that  officer. 

Mervyn  felt  that  this  was  driving  him  into  a  comer,  and 


in  the  flrsi/  fldsh  of  ftngef  lie  'b«!f'nAfffe# 
knew  to  tKe  Yorkists  in  London^  iaH'ik^'' 
gpite  of  the'cotmcil  of  Edinbttrgli ;  l^frAe^ 


oT  sadi  a  gtep,  and  the  experience  -Iwr  fMl^lttdMi'tffihf 
tmboimdM'ilijttstice  of  both  liieftBimii^  fl|iaae^lte^U&fte. 
Then  althongli  hier  soldiefi^  bolh  toyed  iH^  t#i 
they  ^ere  no^likely  to  back  liim  iii  tf'  ^xi^nW^ 
inoutt  and  tEfe  prinrfples*  whic^^ercr  i»te  fi^'l 
indeed  Mervyn  ^!*ua  Ttware  that  hrti^aefg^  J  v»^tiliP< 
ihem;  which  liehi)4  ninth  difficttltf  iA  winifi^aitr" 
perpletitiestrere  noif^t  to  Test  by'toveveiJI^wIaCiitKfllHM 
ftudde^nly  on'Scotbmd  that  it  t(3«t]^  afi  'paliti^A^'d  figHttriiUlf 
sorpriseL  The  king  dismissed  hii  poyfltor^><Mlflfi  nlWiwilltil? 
recoQed  Monmoiith,  appointed  the  Dnxe  of  Yofie^nl'Uk  vote, 
deprived  him  of  all  Idis  offices  and  ^hices,  afldbNlMlG^iliif|» 
fetire  to  Holland  or  France.  a-  q-iftrf  itjit  La 

'  A  new  world  now  began  in  SeotEeuid,  for  lip  eoonc»>ifliii^ 
dtike  inst^ed  in  Holyrood  House,  than  he  .eeAa^eMA^« 
wide  and  sweeping  purification;  as  his  -cottrt:iei^^<diMNl»1i 
which  the  partisans  of  Monmouth  were  moii^  era<ri^^DtopiiBi 
and  maltreated.  Mervyn  had  boon  re&soa  toi^oi^RdSlSMt 
he  was  regarded  in  the  light  of  one  of  Ihese,  fb^'ftti^Btiifefred 
an  abrupt  command  to  resign  his  goVm^rsAi]^  W<l6i^ 
cavalier  officer,  who  arrived  for  that  ptttpose,  aaWL  W^jtitttW 
himself  at  Edinburgh,  to  give  his  toyal  li^d^ft<M  ^1^^ 
of  his  late  expedition  into  Argyleshire,  whi&  ttp^eitaki^^m^ 
council  of  a  very  suspicious  nature  and  result.     •    i  ••■^iiqr.rj'"  > 

Mervyn  obeted  without  remonstrtoce  orhaiitalds^i;  MdMi 
it  was  not  witnout  a  considerable  degree '  of  %tt<^d<s^if^ttVt 
he  laid  down  an  office  which  entailed'BO  n|!«^  ^i|jl^ricMi 
bloodshed  and  harassing  warfare  on  it*  f^sstfB^t^  moTfi^^iSSj/^- 
^iallr  as  his  conscience  acquitted  hiiii  df  WL  rfiii¥fonifinf| 
cruelty  or  tyranny  in  the  exercise  nff  his  grett&^iitid  itfgrtt>c<>- 
aibie  power.  \  •-  '•'"'<  <>^-^  i^au^cv. 

On  reaching  Edinburgh,  Mervyn  itajkp;e£^t^^>ttMtM«t 
his  arrival  to  me  cbunofl,  and  <iomdi^TB^fiB6^%idaf^^ 
received  orders  to  attend  t}ie  Pt&e  bf'Xoiik  Ml^lfibnA 
apartments  at  Holyrood,  and  ibllM^f^*  ttft'tgeifattttpt4¥B 
found  himself  shortly  it  iS»  ^«iejitf^  o^^m^to^Htfroy 
himself,  ».   • . .       »•  .. /.  i  /,       ..•.sa.ni  j.'. 

The  Duke  of  York,  1^  niost  dP  di^  St^oiMtey^^Hi^^ 
man  of  noble  stiiture  and  cowrmandi^'ftKtoefc,  wftH^#omi 
what  gloomy  character  of  e^mression.    Hb  was^si^ntf  ikfte, 
in  a  narrow  ill-furnished  chamber,  poring  Oiver  a  mat^'Hi 
papers  which  lay  before  him.    Marvyn  was  att^rtM:  «l  Hie 


iAftitqi^od  pt  ibd  mciousness.  of.lu|sxec<^p1ioiL^ 

4jhi%  Biuid»  ana  iiixaled  a&i\j  ai^  j^q  joimg 

_  ^  j,^4»  SPW  oop&sioii  to  lu^a  it.  ., *    ,     . 

J>^Sfkk  m>h  '^i^  *^^  7^^^  ext^rabrdinarj  C9m.; 

Ntb#  wjie^.  y"  xlxu^k  not  vre  hare  dia^siced  yoi^^ 

,^^n|^  apmething  better.  iJuui  &  scai:eprow  to 

,, i^riMV.partlS«rofyour,ffi«^aaatpw^^^ 

^iif'ifiEw9|ki«i|ar^^  W^t  mine  own  opinion  and  adyic(QJ» 
ftelltftriflftii.Wj  Infl^ettooi  it»*'  said  HC&prjn, mth  aon^e 
gtmiirtinHjl  :  • -Jlna  partaenlm  of  mj  expedki^n.!  transnutteg 
IS(1i^M^^tp  ^^c^te  oQunqil,  acQpj  of  wUdi-Tr^"  . 
^^i  biv;e'i^«d  ;^Aa^r-it  contains  only  balf  the  iryttii,  man,^ 
|i•l^^^Mle|^f>^tily-^  'Vl  am  perfectly  well  acq^uainted  witb 
idl  tliat  hap{>ened  to  ^on  at  InTerary,  and  tke  projected  mot^t 
4iPSi9ei|4rn«ii^:  w^dx  jwx  lieroie^  Ji^Jf^^  ^^^  duralroug 
90Wt^iii^^iii^JW9OJiDeTtSd^  And  let  me  ado,  that  I  expected 
10.A^:SP9n^:'A':mpil  of  that  revered  and  sainted  maftyr« 
JUilSf^c^i^Au^  Vao^  Snysman,  whose  soul  God  keep  {*' 
^sAS  JWii^-^what  jneans  did  your  royal  highness-—" 
i'^T^^hiLW§^i9P>  si^I-«-«maa  who  has  the  inheritance  of  three 
l^9^ipim  iM^  st^kke^n  the  intrigues  of  a  bold  and  crafty  faction* 
mi^ilj<^9P  h^  eyes.  open.  Sui  I  recognize  in  you  a  champion 
^im^f^tm^^m^.^t^  so  severely 

4iifi|(9ci»d,^hy  ,iheaei6»rdaia^  seoi^es.  The  tidings  of  this 
conspiracy  drove  his  aoajeaty  to  his  late  sudden  measures ; 
tnd^.jjlr  ifri^!(9)4:lu^Y^eo«t  sei^.of  blood  to  set  matters  to  rights 
ilgfi^>)l^!}^JI',i>^4tin.j]ie  ejmaUest  particular  otherwise  uian 
JLi^h^M  4^«;r  X>am  obliged,  however^  at  preaei^t  to  content 
Q^H^^cil&th/J^>bf^  this  insolent  bastard,  who 

ffiflto^ijSo  1^  9?;otrjn^  And  inark  you  the  de^thof'  policy 
«t>f^fe»«  ifflagBi?p?tf  ^wei^th^y  put  you  upon  iCs  enterprise 
because  they  laiew  if  you  proved  refractory,  your  evidencct 
«»iltOffi»t^li]»P^I#*^J^  the  popish,  plo^, 

mQMi9^sAlm^>  w^'Aixkoti^T^  jury.  Do  you  think  it  was 
t»fAi^y&ik>m  ffSoIt>%?  ^^d.^thi^.pajper.;.  it  was  found  in 

Ji3»^»*hj|[#»tiie  o4»#eb.ftD^nabnpcUn,th|^  flight/' 

'^4ib^yW^o9^^mm<^^E,Pm,  t^e^p^red.  paper,  and  read, 
with  amazement  and  mdignation,  a  letter  from  Shaftesbury  to 
IfiMa^^jQ/y^ti^wJ^h.^  iQTmfi$^of^ei.tQp(mfiri^  Mervyn's 
iJiWiPnitiewWtt  ^,J}\^^kbi^n,'Cmi^t  ^^  ^vised  the  duke  to 
ppetfind' thgtit .it/^af^owi|Q£ ,to  theoppiji^itioii  of  the  Yorkists ; 
AO:4^jbihe,iAJiMtiG^done.toJha^  pV^  the  young 

-artcben.htapt,and<so]4,  jato^Ae^cans^*    v 
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'  The Dttkd  of  York  irems^Hked^t^sftlasfaettoii:  tin? OfdigdS- 
tion  yiaible  in^MervynV  expresBire-  featarea ;  but  he  g&re  i^ 
fetter  back  with  a  sflent  boW.  •         t* 

"  You  see,  then,  what  manner  of  ba^er«  the0)»  t'Ttiituw 
are,"  he  said,  quietly.  **  But  now  you  shall  "percjeive  -tiie 
difierenoe  betweeu  constituted  and  usufped  autojority.  ^  ifiis 
ihajesty  will  nbt  permit  any  ^roeeediotg^  to  be  taken ^againiat 
these  conspirators,  as  his  son~-<nr  rath^  Luey  WaiiteiB'ej^^ibir 
Hearen  knows  tiiafe  is  ^e  safest  side  of*  his  panSBiage^^ir^W) 
deeply  oondemed  in  it.  But,  in  tokeu  of  hi»  admiMiott  and 
appreciation  of  your  conduct,  he  appouits  you^  ta^tte  'wwnt 
captaintsy  of  his  gentlemea*at-armS)  by  whicn  you  wUi  imwatf 
i^ar  his  person ;  and  iMs'  i»  but  a  step,  Master 'MffiPV^^  on 
your  w«y  of  fortune.'* 

•  Mervyist  w&s  dasssled  by  iHm  sudden  lustee  eihm*h»hy 
stare,  aud  tiumked  ih.e  diike  wi&  an  eneirgy  laid^  dki^nftiBe 
which  seemed^  to  please  hsmMgldy.  -    j       :         '  -j  ,w 

"We  must  hsj^  you  m  pa^Liamefi^  too/'  he  «ML;m^A% 
male,  "  But,  meaemMte,  ybu' will'  be  hi^^  iaffifiil't&  tto 
near  his  ma^tY*tt  person ;  fbr  I  tibliiiC)  €)apt£lm:  MeiljiMi^  I 
thinic:,"  he  saidj  wkih  much  emphasis/ ^  I  iMy driotdflteon 
oiie^true  friend,  who  will  not  «bsertl&e4n  my  ttddilesi,  when 
ifcey ocrae""  .'     "    ■     *    i     -    •  -  "• «   ."-•. 

Mervyn  raised  the  e)?oss  of  hi^  swdfr^  and  ^ssad  it  -wlA 
signifloanir  fervBurs  and    the  Interview  ^ortiy 
terminated  iujtiie  highest  mutual^  satisfketion. 


CHAPTER   XLIIL 

A  eocrs3ME&!a  debuz. 

A  ^EW  weeks  after  tho  events  above  reoordiBd^  Mo^yyn 
arrived  in  London,  and  ha  found  that  the  court  had  i«moi4d 
to  Windsor,  to  celebrate  Christmas  in  the  usual  pcmp-  and 
state  of  the  period;  Ma  i^esolved^  however,  on  reeldiig^  k^- 
self  a  day  m  the  great  city,  as  well  to  recover  frinft  lite 
l^hysical  tatigue  of  a  journey  in  those  days  consid«iedlp  lif 
mimense  extent,  as-  to-  inquire  into  the-dLanges  and  aspect  of 
t&e  political  world.  But  with  wbat  different  opmioas  and 
eyes  d&d  he  now  ctmtemplate-  lAiings,  w^  the  light  ^  his 
enlarged  experience  of  the  world,  and  firam  theele^atioor  ^a 
brilliant  position ! 

The  nati(m<wia8  in  a  ferment,  seefiiing  and  boiling  Mle  a 
witch's  caldron  of  many  incompatible  and  direM  ingfidientr; 
and  as  there  was  no  state-chemist  of  sufficient  skill  or  power 


to  foae  tiid  dbeordont  mateoemls  into  a  eonsiBtBiit  mAsSy  they 
threatened  to.  buret  in  some  terrible  explosion*  £«pubUcaiui, 
monazohistB  of  aU  shades  and  degrees,  fanatio  and  refyublican 
floni^irfiGies,  a  turbulent  nobility,  a  wrathful  but  silent  people, 
w^e  the  ingredients  of  ike  witoh^broth.  ThB  wihi  fervour  of 
rriigioBS-opinion  kindled  by  the  Eefonna(a(»i,  'wa*  at  xta  laat 
-buti  £«rcest  dialgenee,  and  philosopbieal  obserrexs  b^eld 
ihe  ^straordinary  spectade  of  a  nuwt  profligate  ^oonrt  ruling 
»7er  &  stficnly  religious  people.  All  parties  and  fisustions 
in  the  sMe,  to  use  a  psKadox  which  would  sound  absurd  of 
^«ii(y.' other  Bge  or  people,  were  at  the  height  €fi  hope  and 
■ikiswsrtion.  * 

r  ^leiooadsaadlmnKianof  the  timeeoiddbe^^ 
4in  intelligent  eye  in  the  smaUest  scattered  partiQul»»»  aaid 
Mbtv  yii  gathered  more  infomuEtion,  as  he- wandeoed  through 
4h0.>sta»te^thaa  many  a  dullard  who- was  bdiind  Ihe  sceuM 
of  thejgreat  drama  iiieK,  Paiojdilets  on  the  saooeseion,  om. 
abet  uKTBoipleftof  divine  right,  and  polemical  ttaetB>  abounded 
"eoEi.me  bookseliers'  stalls.;  and  happening  to  wander  into  a 
'^oreh,  he  perceived  the  immense  aechne  <^  the  Oatesiaa 
£uitiont  for  tbne  was  only  a  small  ccmgregstion:  aasembled  to 
hear  tiiat  gMat  man  hold  forth  in  a  v^iemeiKt  haxangue 
against  peperr.  Jaa.  this  srand  assault  on  the  Beast,  as  he 
^<Hdled>  me  aflAnohc  church,  he  spu<ed  no  sank,  and  preserred 
no^Gbeceoocy.  The  hingua?e  of  Scripture  and  of  the  fish-mariiet 
were  used  altematelr ;  the  pope,  even  the  kin^  and  the  couxt, 
he  assailed  with  a  m>thy  ndienee  and  invective,  which  drew 
from  his  sympathizing  audience  sighs  and  groans  and  tears. 
Bat  Mervya  was  unable  to  endure  the  agonr  of  recollections 
which  ruidifid  upon  him  at  the  mere  tones  oi  that  splay  Toice, 
and  burning  with  indignation,  he  left  the  ptofaned  temple  of 
the  God  of  mer^  and  peace. 

Tbec  sight  of  Gates,  howevor,  brought  his  reputed  &therto 
his  recoflection,  which,  witli  an  indefinite  idea  of  obtaining 
some  information  on  hi»  mysterious  connection  with  Lady 
SEerward,  made  Mm  resolve  to  vicat  Blood  in  his  confinem^ 
of  Ite  £ia^'s  Bendi.  He  took  a  boat  accordingly,  crossed 
iha  mrec^  and  threading  a  series  of  rural  lanes>,  arrived  under 
the  10%  walk  of  tho  prison,  crowned  with  tiieir  glittering 

Mervyn  was  admitted  by  a  hi^brious^fiaoed  turnkey, 
whose  paucity  of  words-  and  stoicism  of  maaner  seemed 
acquired  by  a  life-long  practice  in  that  dismal  receptacle  of 
fortune's  wrecks.  He  looked  wilh.  much  surprise  and  suspi- 
obn  at  Mervyn  when  he  inquired  for  Colonel  Blood,  but 
painted  laconically  to  a  distant  group  of  racket-players,  whose 
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wswkmA  4^^f^^«>J^  "^^  h9ge(.£9nB  heisok^n&i  ^ftijyiy Digttf 

hearty  q^\lfkMX!t»r   •       .      '    •      •    ;    -  ^*..-!- ;  l  bun  Mbiisd:. 

It  was  a  bitterly  oold  day,  and  t)iQ:Bftfjw  bgLi*)WJ*WlMJ 
f^9b&m^.  m9ms  on  the  ffabka  an^  p?!9i<^^fJ«i^%'i«l'|lie 
tiOfe  mB]Aiichply,pili9fi  of  buildiiig  |btqn^  IJTifffil^idSte 
X^;»  Bench,  waa  ffoyemod  xA  liEiNt  ti|n#k^^%  j9Wlli$9<fr 
dine,  waa  little  imofer&jfcood,  <m  th^  ic^te  imiiQ^pfT^^ill 
the.itnacaiers  jc^iure^  aad  eveiy  e||eci|)8,-pjr; 
allowed  to  tli^  gain  of:  tbe  officec8<.  jl^llkpftb) 
4f^^d  i^e  Ghii^  .am^eiiients ;  a  regialai;  n 

'.aorfai  qJro^misPK>ditiea«v9t  an  exorbitjant  arate^;  bi;i^4S^fll^ 

s^z<K>pu9»'  and  ptber  plAo0^  of  infiunoni  reoi^a^^^^^^^abf^ 

l^ine>  wkois«,gainUiu3^  propensities  bad  b^o^^^ij^li^^ 

mSi  u^iw^i  px  tbe  darUog  amin,  and  stak^  erm^t^gffpiifi^ 
Ijbeir  bacKS^  It  wap  the  very  sink  of  that  tril(j^,P!i^|i^tA 
and-reckless  age.;  beaux  who  had  once  glittered>  aR4£0^f9P% 
ments  of  ooortew  rained  merchants^jspend^irifl;  hoir^iK  x^^§JBi 
fdmale  ganiestess^  royalists  and  repubUoans  »tripp^;;g4p<^ 
bare  in  ih^  np-and-down  mutations  of  fortun^»r  jiFid^  ,lfc^ 
ilie  great  debverer  of  all  mankind — ^Death.  .j.r/  la^en 

.Aab^  ajipisoached  the  raeketers^  thor  np;nH|i:)'jim^i^e^ 
penned  to  increase*  Suddenly  arose  one  of  theiM(qrt)A.^^m^ 
in  that  fierce  atmosphere  of  human  passions,  .9^^^ 
inestniini^  of  deeency  being  altogett^et-  thrown  i9^i4i%£p<} 
parage  si^d  \?vuisl  nature  of  man  pr^dm^tedi  lUk  f9f^ 
rujshed  around  the  racketera,  and  it  aeem^.i<>:]Sl{$(miift{^ 
two  of  them  were  having  a  furious  quarrel^  Thaf  i^O^n  cblHlg^ 
into  a  figl^t,  and  when  he  aniyed  at  the  pcm^  of^iCM^ikih^ 
found  that  one  had  overthrown  his  antagonist,  and  was  9|jQig^ 
dl^  with  him  on  the  ground.  The/  vio^j.hnspQfes^^soiMi 
^l9ted,  his  triumph,  by  dashing  hi^  e^ej^^y^^  b^ff^^a^^ 
the  stones, .till  he  was  senseless,  .cm4:.t^e^;^ilxg»<MQI^ 
recQffi^d  in  his  flushed  andbirutal  fc^itur^^s  tb^  v^c^ngfit 

Instantly  the  inexphcablst  fe^liijg  i^fuaFei3sii5^-.T^iA)W 
aunk  on  huFu  wl^n  b^Brstbeh^^^  iw  n^dp^l^^c^^^^eLfldv^ 
over  him  with  renewed  foi?ce,.imd  h(e  twa^L;  iJ^ut  ^|%9T9  «# 
with  the  crowd. which,  was . qw^g, ibf . .^ftu^^ i?(¥P^^ 
to  a  neighbouring  brandy-shop,  when  with  t^j^ox%  hpj^^^ 
himself  to  advance,,  ea^plaimiiM;,  "  WeU,,  jCiolwfi  Moom^l 

Onhearmg  the  voice  of  ^Cearyyii,  that  p^W»fi^ge>rt*v?ho.W8 
now  standing  by  himself .  wiping  bis, streaming,  J^  ImM 
up,  grew  sudaenly  pale,  and  staggered  huk  a  few  ste^f ,  wiHb 
his  eyes  nearly  starting  from  their  sockets.  But  he  recov^^od 
himself  as  suadenly,  and  extended  his  hand  with  SiJoud  as- 
surance that  he  was  as  welcome  as  the  flowers  of  May ;  tiien. 


l^d0i#^l|ptii&t^et«f  Wiii^  Mbod  u|K>n  ys  hand,  ^e  ^i'tlJKb'^ 
it  hastily,  and  uttered  Bomething  like  an  apolo^  ^liicli  sud* 
ite^f*«fedttdfcjdwiA'rt'lrtiMtbfteto8.  '  '  ''  -^  -''■ 
'^Jt&r*'^iN«nJ4&^''ejr«rT  off  ^Cdbnet  Hoodi  Mwrvyn^ga^ed  a« 
HSbtfttlh^ltt  ^h^htiA  h&da  water  tipont  &6in  arock.  W$ 
^e<hr«i«^ft)M^iM<»ib«d  it  %b  intodlin  &te6ipeiW«ce ;  and-tli^ 
1Mif<)fiMirt^%iiii^'li^  #Mi  the  siiggedtioh  iim  it  ibSg^e^lc^ 
(gi^l^i^idn.  S^fltbodhentating'iiMi^^ 
}W^^^miA  hastttf  choked  Hi«  embtitM/  '  • '  ^' 
lo  Mrtiic  4iB  ^yftlLrrbf  :"y6ttj  kd,  kittd^  t^ yo^-^^Uhik  all  "have 
Ml«h;^4iftd^bat'y6dr^om^]^K>^T<»n  Htnit^^^^a  he  ibih 
ihkfpOiiPDfi^l^  h^  exblu^^  '*Y(m'teb];M^€^be^hlcvin| 
tf-^iiwiK^i^^caEe-^I  Bteau,  with  ihkt  ^ftow^' ¥b^t^^  'H^roil ; 
^^fM&l^i  fc^Bc^th,  tbuhtiirolieme,  to  be' eo^ko'-th^tiUgr^ 
IBl^fitteliSicft  Blood;  be  he  whe^e  he  ihay^a^^,  eyen  in  a  dnit^ 
-g^OS  f-MfrSI  be  toothing  but  king  of  the  eountsjr.  1  axn  ghid 
%§^e^pvf;  hajf-^glnd  to:  see  you— looking  bo  well/ to6--HS0 
ISlto^io^' like 'h  nobleman }~-How  black  your  hair  19  turned ! 
^P^  %i^  6ibn^' thk  wuy  $  111  treat  you-^'I  sm  not  (^[uHe  a 
beggaryet." 

niaJBid^M^^ro^toed  a  BtnaH  coin,  and  then  bufcrt  info  a  bitter 
kld(^F\&W 'chucked  it  teonifblly  away  among  a  6rowd  d£ 
idkg^'^B^'"  --'  "''•■ 

^^iH^t^iy^L  W&sUffected  by  these  yisible  signs  of  tlti  aiiguished 
^pifHi  itad  his  '^e^dioudness  of  what  the  proud  though  crimi* 
mL-l^^c^  iAko  man  must  feel  under  its  load  of  s&m&and 
lidtyi^;  iHeputbn  a- cheerful  aspect,  however,  and  inyited 
l&fl  td^'ta&e  a  bottle  of  wine  ib  one  of  the  dnnk-sh^  at 

-)v^N«^/iKjtuia,io  thin- potations  for  me— ho  wineT  te|>!ied 
WHSi&^f^^^tlLd  stoie  hollow  laugh.  **  Brandy  for  me;  br8^ 
ft9rl^4--^No€hii]fg  like  brandy  for  drowning  dare!*  Come 
tic^;h6f:'  111  8hd#  you  where  i^ey  keep  r§ht  NtSii^d:"^"^ 

B^  then  led  the  way  to  a  tap-house,  the  goodness  of  lir h^se 
iif^dk  ik^myd  VotUshed  by  the  roaring  merriment  going  on 
'mtl^:  .'ikej  ehtet^d"  ma  hatittt  of  Bacchus;  and,  as  well 
Hif  llt^i<ty&  eouM  ^e'for  smoke  atid  cohfasion,  found  them- 
y^^^  a  dirt|jrta)p-ri[k>m;  ^ed  with  a  drmking,  gambling, 
tetf-^tirig  bob. 

"  I  always  encourage  the  p<k)i*  derih  here — ^I  knew  them 
when,  Hke  myself,  they  saw  better  times,**  said  Blood,  in  a 
hoarse  whisper.  '^You  may  y^lnember  Bradley,  that  kept 
tSie  'Heaven*  in  WhitcfriMrs,  that  night  we  sopped  with 
Sihig  Charles  aiid  Nell  Gwyn.  There  he  is — ah,  you  hardly 
know  him  again — he  has  drunk  himself  into  an  idiot.** 

Mervyn  did  indeed  perceive  a  shrank,   starved-looking 
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figure,  seated  tndi  his  less  slinging  loose  on  a  barrel,  ^itrtBk* 
mg  a 'leaden  pot,  *and  snSering  a  part  of  tixe  lienor  to  mn 
from  his  hanging  jaws.  His  -mfe,  still  more  alnttish  thsn  in 
tiie  olden  time,  squalid  and  half-clad,  ran  abont,  serving  ^e 
snests  ;  and  from  her  ihej  obtained  permission  to  ettBedHne 
&emBelye8  behind  some  bsBfels,  whien  served  tts  a  Idiid  of 
bar,  and  where  ^ey  could  disconrse  ont  of  obeernitiatt.     '  ' 

"  Gbod,  good !  how  it  warms  the  heart,"  said  Blood,  vwA* 
lowing  nearly  half  a  pint  of  brandy  at  a  toss.  *'  Bra&d3^% 
the  only  firiend  that,  fufber  rtdning  a  man,  is  still  wffilh^'to 
comfort  his  misery.  Wine,  joUy  wine  snd-beaaty,  maStBytm 
an  orphan,  Mervyn — I  mean  of  all  bnt  yonr  affeetionate 
father. — ^But,  by-the-by,  I  hear  yon  deo^  the  rekliond&lp^  I 
am  not  yonr  famer — am  I  notf  *  Well,  well,  if  I  gicre  yon 
not  life  I  presenred  it,  and  that  is  always  aometfaing  intht 
balance." 

'^Bnt  how  did  yon  preserve  my  Hfe,  eolon^f"  said 
Mervyn,  with  affected  carelessness.     . 

"  Bnt  how  P"  repeated  Blood,  gloomily.  '*  Ko  matter,  -it  fe 
so — ^but  how  is  a  secret  which  I  must  take  with  me  to  the 
graye.  Well,  boy,  I  heard  of  yon  in  ihe  wars — ^you  have  be- 
haved yourself  like  a  gentleman,  and  I  do  think  that  ihey 
above,  he  added,  with  singular  solemnity  of  tone, "  are  keep- 
ing yon  for  some  marvellous  pnrpose.  J£  I  would  consent  to 
yonr  death  now,  I  might  be  &ee  this  instant — might  quit  -tibia 
dungeon,  where  I  am  otherwise  chained  for  lilb.  Bnt  I  will 
not,  1  will  not — ^they  shall  not  harm  one  hair  of  yonr  head." 

"Kay,  nay,  I  know  I  am  not  worth  ten  thousand  pounds 
in  your  sight,"  said  Mervyn,  with  an  incredulous  smile. 

'*  Yes,  Mervyn,  ten  thousand  pounds  are  offered  for  your 
destruction !"  reiterated  the  colonel  with  £reat  energy. 

''  I  should  like  to  know  to  whom  it  can  be  worth  so  mizch,*' 
replied  Mervyn,  laughing.  **  It  wotdd  almost  bribe  me  'to 
sozcide." 

"  Suicide !"  repeated  Blood,  with  a  dark  and  melanfiHoly 
look  at  the  noble  and  singularly  handsome  face  of  ihe  yoong 
man.  **  Well,  well,  no  matter — ^but  as  I  said  berare,  liow 
very  black  your  hair  has  grown!  It  was  as  white  as  flax 
in  your  childhood.  Oh,  Mervyn,  what  I  might  have  been 
had  I  devoted  half  so  much  energy,  skill,  and  courage  in 
good  as  I  have  in  evil !  Well,  I  lasve  wronged  you — bvt 
for  all  that,  they  shall  not  tempt  me  to  your  hurtH-no»  not 
with  the  mines  of  Potosi !" 

*'  Meanwhile  if  anything  less  than  a  mine  will  be  <^  service 
to  you,  and  as  it  seems  our  relationship  authorizes  me,  here 


iBXur  jmssep"  said  MerrjB,  tanched  with  a  cart^  in^ess  of 
trow  UL  4iie  jxuux'g  v^hemenoe.  .  ^  • 

Blood  looked  at  the  purse  witli  a  visible  inwara  struggle) 
then  gwaUowing  another  huge  gulp  of  bnuxdyt  l^o  dutched  it 

*'  I  shall  pay  thee  some  day,  lad,"  he  muttered.  "  The  time 
will  coma-^A  man  caiuiot  last  alwaiya,  foid  look  how  I  am 
abmak  l"  Aod  he  bared  his  arm  to  show  how  ^^stinctly  the 
BWariffiB  were  visible.  "  When  it.  comes  to  thai,  Mervyn,  I'll 
olear  xiaitters  up  for  you  in  «iyle.  IBesideBi  these  are  stirring 
tiBMa'^the  court  cai»uot  do  without  me.  J  shall  have  the 
king's  bail  some  day,  or  I  will  give  them  leg-bail.** 

£skd  he  again  nearly  choked  himself  with  a  profuse  draught 
of  the  etaroBg  liquor.  He  then  inquired  what  had  brought 
Mervyu  tojbondon)  and  seemed  much  struck  with  the  account 
he  gave.  But  on  Mervyn  mentioning  the  king,  Blood 
lannchediiitoa  vehement  ini^ective  agamst  him^  upbraiding 
him  with  ingratitude,  in  leaving  €uch  an  old  and  faJthfiH 
servant  aa  himself  to  peneh  in  a  prison  for  a  paltry  ten  thou- 
sarad  pounds  I 

The  izsmsitions  of  the  colonel's  mood  from  dejection  to  fury 
were  strange  and  violent ;  and  as  he  continued  to  swallow 
glass  after  glass  of  brandy,  his  Irish  temperament  passed 
&om  extreme  despondency -ta  the^wUdest  hopes.  He  spoke 
of  the  favour  he  still  was  in  at  court,  of  how  the  king  needed 
him,  if  he  could  but  get  out  of  these  accursed  walls. 

"  They  watch  me  well,  for  the  marshal  is  held  in  a  heaiy 
bond,"  he  «aid;  "but  still  lam  certaiu,  quite  certain,  that 
with  a  little  assistance  I  could  escape.  Inemember  how  I 
saved  you  from  devil  Gates,  and  don't  be  ungrateful.  You 
wijl  not  leave  your  father  to  rot  in  a  prison,  boy !  Do 
but  lend  me  your  dagger,  bring  me  in  a  crow-bar,  and  have 
a  horse  waiting  under  the  littte  tower  that  butta  on  "St. 
Creole's  fields ;  and  if  I  do  not  get  out ! — the  wall  there 
is  old  an4  decayed,  and  I  am  certain  I  could  swing  myself  to 
the  top  if  there  was  some  one  to  throw  me  a  rope,  over." 

"  Tou  are  mad.  Master  Colonel,  to  think  I  will  take  any 
share  in  such  a  matter,**  replied  Mervyn,  on  the  spur  of  the 
moment, 

"Tou  wont,  ha! — ^then  you  are  a  villain  and  a  coward!** 
yelled  ^e  ruffiaui  who  was  now  much  excited  with  drink  and 
rage. 

"  It  is  well  you  shield  yourself  under  the  name  of  father  !^ 
Biad  Mervyn,  calmly. 

"  Well,  well,  lad,  but  to  leave  an  old  pal  in  distress,"  mut^ 
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eiisbamedMistr]^  mordine  off  t£e  :bfiiUi.W«QLjip] 

strore  to  clutch  the  hilt  of  his  weapon.  .:mKv>  u 

/Thii  ^fefiual,  obfl&tatelj  mterated,  wt  $!!)»  tal^ostaid's 
imtated  fin&u»  aiid  he  0wore  ^  i^^ 
eajliiig  hnir  viUais  ttdd  tm«rafd,  to  dei0rt<hi$»:<)MMW«-4k9Ml^ 
eiiieuii^.  -  He  vaflM  dn  so  bitteriy  tbftt  .#lt  JMfik  4p» 
pfflfient  Iwgtti  lo  meddle;    and,   0fwc<«i!9  :wilh  [L 
Menyn xose'to  depart.  -;,(  litj^w-  ri^msfi 

"  You  are  beter,  OoloBie&  Blood,"  he  md,  '^y»»)»gfe1iiitip 
hnaeamong yolai; fleUows,  where,  diot '^^ -TffT^Ttiir jriTcptlPiftii 
YDU  can  cb  no  hazm.  EavewdXl — ^hexe^  ia  th^j  n^himJM- 
hosteis."  •  ■     .^ '  -   4»*:vi.-'.». 

'  .Ajid  he  tbiBw  tibie  only  coin  he  had  nesevyed  ot^jt^^^^llLyg^ 
aad  howinff  inmieally  to  Blood,  left  him  i^ee<db4e00'Wit)s^B|j^ 
Bat  he  had.notffone  many  Tarda  eze  the  rnlonri  ^jrmjtdirjt 
a  pewtes  iai^kard  at  hia  heao,  whidbi,  ihongh  it  B»^see4l^JM^ 
waa  acnt  wiih  sudii  good  will,  illat  it  waa  oettt  ^rfi  flCWH^Iyi. 


CHAPTEE  XMV:  :    >  *    i^imi. 

A  XOTAL  CHXISTVJkS  IN  ISB  OIi]»H  HHII^h!  ti.   &:^>v 

MiBSvn?  arrxTed  at  Windsor  on  Christinas-^n^  liftd  4Mf^ 
th6  |>icturesque  Tillage  in  a  state  of  ^reat  btist^e  ta^^^^SH^ka^ 
tito  for  the  ensuing  festival.    The  jDuke  OfT  Yd*ili«r'p^».- 
hiiii  a  letter  to  IPepys,  the  secretary  of  the  Aiosmtty^^WhitSh 
was  with  th6  court;  and  by  him  he  W^  itomedi^tfey  ^tfeattg* 
t<>'  the  ling.    Charles  received  luxti  Very^'gi^c^txMjbfa^W^' 
he  seemed  almost  to  have  forgotten  his  peflfsojy,' '  <^P  ^^id^ii 
him  that  he  was  entirety  satisfied  With  !)$br6theniti^bid(?t6f 
a  captain  to  his  guiurd.    His  majesty  iheii  ^ tofai^g^^?  iftfeMftT 
a  cpjiversation  in  which  he  was  engaged  witii  his  chief  ";|wyr,- 
Chaffinch;  And  Ti  gentleman,  who,  Tepy?  tbld  otfr  BeW  ^«lwl'i- 
wards,  was'  John  Dryden,  the  jbet.    ThiyHrereTSla^aaif  a 
masque,  with  which  the  king  intended  to  aittUUe  tl^  4iA%' 
and  her  ladies  on  the  following  day.  .''""'* 

Pepys  took  considerable  trouble  in  instaOin^  the  y^Wg 
courtier  into  his  new  office,  and  instructing  him  m  itsoMHis 
and  under  his  auspices  Mervyn  entered  on  all  his  righfi^-asd 
privileges.    He  held  a  review  of  his  glittering  band,  wkkk 
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Bome  supper  to  celebrate  his  inaugiiration,  at  itiubh^Mr/' 
tMfg^fm&ed;  ^di  ^kfeMtheytil&oi^druifr^aiid'tcMntefdke 
mmM'i^A  ^'tbferiy  kneeb.    A]idihtn|>as8edlikfi«»tiiig]it 
atoonrt.    '  '-"  •-- •  '■  •   '  •■  :■  '/  '  •      -■•' 

&  i^fpfiP am^'^tHAy  the  n^rt  day,  aa  well  to  romse  Merttn 
bMAdi^ite^to^lMe  ^Dtr  Mff  nt^lgxiifie^t  di«f8$  aB^atitiiit  ^iOm 
^(Mt an  il'^HC^awngj  bewMme  l£e«talwvrt  %»e  of  tbeiTiniiig^ 
iMilBiP.y  -ii^  %»ae  dl^light^d^tli  it,  asiA  l&ewynhixnam^wtM- 
niftW^  4i6^1eas#d  ti4th  t^  splendid  dftgare  fae^entin^^ 
mirror,  with  his  velvets  and  ^old  embroid«^;  espeeudlj  aB'h^ 
]!«fii$dl^'^€hi»t  in  Ail  probability  Mistress  Sydney  wonld  be 
pnStis^iA'^hie^ifSfffeX,  Bat  then  it.<Nseiiried4D'l]im^wdtka' 
90mm^M^'  chiUing  effect,  that  ^e  daughter  of  %dtteir  wonkL- 
look  with  contempt  on  a  gilded  slave  of  the  court,  as  ne^mnst 
ii6k(^^h^piir-U>hfff.  But  then  again  Pepys  nssiired  hitn^bbat 
hir^jedftedlike  a  costily  enamel  which  he  possessed  of  franois 
l^fi^'i^'^fufoeg  davs,  when  he  was  reputed  the  hsstdsoiiieBtr 
aM^^hk'tiBie.  !raalJy,  he  commenced  his  duties  by  tdcbig 
i^4iiliMlioil«i  Stt  George's  Hall,  where  the  ^peat  banquet^ 
was  to  be  held,  lining  the  upper  end  with  his  gentlemen/' 
while  the  yeomen  to<Mc  charge  of  the  staircase  and  entrances. 

The  preparations  were  in-meusttai  gorgeous  style  of  a  royal 
Clirifltmas  of  tibie  time.  The  vast  haU  was  hun^  with  silver 
damask,  except  where  it  was  adorned  with  glories  of  the 
painter's  art,  and  hung  round  with  graceful  arches  and  fes' 
tocms  of  hdiy  ttid  red  bemss;  In^tibe  centre  of  the  ceiling 
waajan  pwf^  paintrngt  representing  Charles  II.,  in  the  habit  xn 
tii».Gai^V»  wi^  Uus  three  kingdoms  allegorized  around  him ; 
taid,  &oi4.tI)at  hung  a  vast  bush  of  mistletoe,  in  form  of  a 
b<mety7Tqpl)t^ld  liy  flying  Cupids. ,  There  were  three  tables, 
e^tenjtia^  nearly  tbie  knffth  of  the  hall,  spread  with  crimson 
Vi^vet  ||]i4  !^9ld  plate..  Two  thrones  were  prepared  at  a  raised 
cj^Jor  tli^in£  aixi  queen,  covered  with  nch  canopies  of 
<ieiik  j&£'gq^  .Jlnpctaous  fii^^s  of  cedar-wood  burned  on  the 
vitsfiie  hearths,  and  di^Wed .  a  rjieh  perfume  in  the  air,  and 
cMMK^tof  attendants, , in, all  the.  gorgeous  glitter  of  their 
wifiOifiL  oosl^Qcaes,  threw  9,  splendid  comusion  mto  the  scene. 

i  8^011^..  ton^  elapsecl  el*e  w^)  pompous  bursts  of  music,  and 
tW,4i||)eaianoe  of  the  chamberlain  with  his  marshals  at  the 
door,  announced  the  approach  of  the  merry  monarch  and  his 
ogmgL.  Mervyn  gazed  with  strained  eyes  towards  the  grand 
entnii^,  and  at  ^st  he  could  discern  only  a  mass  of  rieh 
ookmrs,  glitter,  and  waving  plumes.  But  at  last  objects  grew 
more  distinct,  and  he  perceived  that  the  queen  led  the  pro- 
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oenioBv  leaning  cm tlie axmof  ik» Puke  of  C^aamaii^  pa%f^^if^ 
ibe  kin^  followed  with  a  lady,  to  whom  lie  was  fajMrJTig  maiix 
{(Mat  THramty  and  iatexeBt.  Sat  wezds  ciua  d»  bed*  iliiat 
jsBiiee  to  'NLBgryn^n  aanBatiQiis  wken  lie  j^otga^ed  in.  .tfa^  • 
jma»g  nd  aapEAnifi^  lovefy  wonaxii  wJiOflo  knUiaot/i^ 
seemed  lit  up  with  coquetry  and  viTacity — ^Aoroxa  l^dn^ 

31ie  waa  chaaged,  but  on  erexj  poizKt  adnuitagipOfiiB]^  hi^r 
young  bad' had  ohMBomed  into  a  peedess  fLow«r«  3ii^^#^n» 
was  flomftthing  xaare  than  mene  lotreJiueBB  ia  hec-ccroiiteivMfsa ; 
thare  waa^an-^qsreasian  of  miii^ed  mtellaot  aad  foeitii^  an 
diecteie  fiaah  in  hex  eye,  a  bnjliaoey  and  S9feetiD^8s  ^  heat 
BBadle,  wkidi  denoted  a  -muxd  and  heart,  in  whioh.  loi^  mtd 
xoBiantio  aentmieat  blended  with  all  woaeoanly  a»&^/om  and 
tendemeas. 

Our  young  hero  gazed  as  if  he  were  enrhanted  and  tsmed 
into  a  statue  of  admiration*  Ab  yet,  howerer,  dbe  had  not 
appafently  observed  the  pretence  of  her  former  proi4^ 
probably  not  dreaming  to  find  him  in  suoh  a  p^Laee  .and 
presence. 

The  banquet  was  served,  the  court  seated,  and  amidst  jsoft. 
strains  of  music  the  festiyal  psooeeded.  Me9?yyn  had  now  aa 
opportunity  of  stadying.  in  detail  that  ffalaxy  of  celebrated 
and  piofligate  wits  and  beauties,  whose  decaying  sj^andoors 
still  shed  a  fake  glare  on. the  sunset  of  Charles -s  long  zeign. 
But  he  was  alMoroed  in  the  beau^  of  Mistress  Sydniffy«>  nnd 
rainly  as  he  attempted  to  avert  nis  eyes  lest  his:  proloflig^ 
gase  shonid  attract  observation,  stiU  they  retpmed,  witb  ia^ 
creased  and  devcHnnng  eagerness,  to  feast  upon  iJie  lov^iinfifis 
of  her  form  and  feal^ii«s.  But  a  bitter  feeline  <^  jeabu^ 
mingled,  though  uneonscioualy  to  himself,  with  this  passionate 
reverie  of  dawning  love*  He  saw  that  the  king  paia  Vriggpat 
and  marked  attention,  that  he  continually  gfused  and  BEailod 
at  her,  and  that  wii&  the  sparkling  coquetnr  natio»l  in  -cme 
so  yoBtt^  and  beautiful,  she  seemea  to  oeiligkt  in  his  »fltfey 
gauuEctnes,  and  repaid  lum  with  a  vivacity  and  continned.  jiky 
of  imaginative  eloquence,  which  seemed  to  make  the  very  mr 
around  her  glitter. 

The  queen  seemed  almost  as  well  pleased  as  her  royal 
husband  with  this  display,  for  though  she  was  too  mnc^h 
accustomed  to  his  infidelities  to  notice  any  new  instance  of 
them,  she  was  pleased  to  observe  the  manifest  vexation  of 
GastLemaine,  tne  haughty  browns  of  Portsmouth,  and  the 
undisguised  sadness  of  merry  Mrs.  Gwyn,  and  to  know .  thait 
they  were  caused  by  one  whose  goodness  of  heart  and  jpiide 
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of  honour  wete  not  to  be  tempted  by  all  the  monacehs  or 
IEiiivope>  sighing  at  her  feet. 

Mennp»  however,  hadnosuoh  oomfovtable  persnagion,  and 
tbeugh  ignoivnt  of  what  oansed  the  restiefia  acting  in  hia 
lieait»  he  ateod  behind  the  steps  of  the  throne*  in  an  agony  of 
mii^led  jealoosy  and  anffer. 

Msaiy  of  the  ladies  of  mat  Tohiptaons  eoort  had  noticed  the 
fme  perscm  of  the  new  goardsnan,  but  Mistrem  Sydney  was 
.too49Miah  absorbed  in  her  amusements  to  do  so.  She  was  in 
the  Ml  oareer  of  wit  and  enjoyment,  when  happening  to  turn 
hi&r  smiling  eyes  £rom  the  passionate  ffaze  atthe  £ing,  she- 
suddenly  jseroeiyed  the.  young  captain  feaning  with  an  air  of 
desBerate  indifference  on  his  massiye  sword.  Instantly  the 
smue  died  away  on  her  lips,  the  colour  faded  £rom  her  cheeks^ 
and  she  looked  at  him  as  if  she  had  seen  a  spectre.  On  his 
part)  Meryrn  flushed  a  deep  crimson,  and  in  affected  indiffer- 
ence played  with  the  tassels  of  his  cloak.  After  a  moment. 
Mistress  Sydney  turned  and  made  some  observation  to  one  of 
lier  neighbours,  at  which  Mr.  Pepys^  who  was  sitting  in  the 
next  phkce,  reached  over  and  rephed  with  great  eagerness^ 
as  if  ^ad  to  show  his  inf<»rmation ;  and  thenceforth  it  seemed 
as  if  Mistress  Sydney  took  no  further  notice  of  the  captain  of 
thegentlemen-at-arms. 

Td»  banquet  passed  off  in  great  splendour  and  hilarity, 
enlivened  by  the  most  glittering  and  unscrupulous  wit,  ^nd 
on  its  remoYal  the  dessert  appeared,  but  in  a  novel  fadbion> 
The-  hall  of  St.  Oeorge  suddenly  darkened  to  a  voluptuous 
twi]i^t,aiidaiiud<itet^ofBoMtaliaamu«ic,entei«dagroap 
of  slenderiy-dressed  dancers^  attired  as  attendants  on  Pomona 
and  !Fk>ra)  and  canyiiig  baskets  of  fruits  and  flowers,  in  th^ 
most  ma^iifloent  promsion.  As  soon  as  these  nymphs  had 
depoBLted  their  luxurious  burdens,  and  danced  a  very  mtricate 
ballet,  a  group  of  satyrs  rushed  in  and  carried  them  off  in 
their  turawny  arms,  to  the  infinite  delight  of  the  court.  The 
full  blaze  of  light  was  then  restored,  and  shone  upon  a  scene 
of  festal  magnificence  rarely  equalled  even  in  that  gorgeous 
halL  Thousands  of  lamps  sned  their  eflulgenoe  on  the  scene, 
and  revealed  an  immense  mass  of  objects  desoending  the  grand 
stairease,  to  scmie  strange  and  roanng  music  of  £ums,  fifes, 
and  cymbals. 

The  foremost  of  these  were  three  figures  fantastically  dressed, 
one  in  day  •coloured  robes,  another  in  sea-green,  a  third  in 
sky-blue — ^representatives  of  Earth,  Ocean,  and  Air.  GHbuese 
elements  knelt  at  the  king's  feet,  and,  in  a  pompous  flow  of 
verse,  implored-  Ins  majesty's  indulgence  to  a  poor  Christmas 


pageant.  Permission  being  grfunqtisly  accorded,  there  entered 
a  tall  old  man  in  white  ^armetits,  ViUi  long  firostr  hair.  This 
was  Winter,  who  recited  ^some  yetrsei  iA.-praMrof  himself,  }m 
sports,  and  fireside  revelries.;  Xffe^fhidiy^^th  a  renewed 
nourish  of  drums  and  irv^mtaleni^^x&Sl^mMO^ej  p^ageantiy, 
the  Abbot  of  Misrule  and  all  Ms^attendaaitsi  '^'^  parti-coloured^ 
fool  for  a  clerk,  an/da  crowd  of  f^ciftil  1^)^^  such  as  fairies, 
satyrs,  men  with  asses'  heads,  hobby-liorises,  and  all  the  wild 
paraphernalia  of  ^cre^nt  €hri^tip(i^§;p^j$^,^^rushed  tunrol- 
tuously  in.  To  avoid  giving  <tfen«e  i^^^^^een,  the  abbot 
was  garbed  more  like^an  eftstemsnltaii'ihai^a  western  monk, 
but  he  wore  a  niiiiri^.  After  himcdme  £ir'l^;m[  with  icicles  on 
his  beard,  very  old^  but  hale  and  hearty  ialhearisaee,  crowned 
with  hoUy,  and  bearing  a  rich  silyer  bra^i^  which  glowed 
under  a  dish  of  plums  burning  in  purple  4in4roLue  flames. 

Inmiediately  after  this  personineaiian  c^jCfhristmaa,  came 
an  exhibition  which  excited  full  as  niiich  eo^^  as  admiration. 
It  was  a  chariot  of  beautifully-^^arred  mo^ev>-of-pearl,  lined 
with  blue  velvet,  and  dm,wn  by  a  tam'<^  li^  iti^hameas,  whoee 
fierce  energies  seemed  controlled  by  a  little 
Cupid,  almost  in  a  state  of  nudity,  with  'sSVah^pji 
oh  his  little  shoulders.  This  Cupid  earned  ardm< 
WTOtight  with  the  words  "  Love's  Q^ueeJ,'* ''^ ' 
diamonds  itound  the  hoop.  The  proc^sioti;  led 
of  Misrule,  apprbachied  steadily,  the  ladies  co^ki 
tb(3  lion  passed,  though  the  poor  beast 'seeniedpe^l 
Even  Charles  exclaimed  in  an  uhder-tone,  '^^b^dB 
John,  1;rill  you  warrant  your  lion?"  t6  ^mcfi'  &' 
bard  replied  with  a  neatly-turiied'verseC  shbWiiijit^' 
«overeiffnof  all  things,  and  xulei'' the  fi^riG^^tfmi 
easily  as  the  mildest.  /  ;    '  ^^  "  ;;    '/      '''''^ 

'   Then  began  a  sweeit  (^c^r  df  T[ti.lia!n  tiic 
"^oluptttous  harmony  a  song  in  priaisef  of  Jflfv^'ifl 

Master  Dry  den  then  came  forWardp  and  in"  a^ 
niajestic  Btram  informed  his  majes^  thit  ^^^fr 

lacxed  a  queen,  and  in  ^e  presence  of  s6']b{iafl';f  ti  

ladies  must  continue  a  republic,  unless *be'H^6uldw/5i^^ 
grace  appoint  a  wearer  bf the  cr6^.  '         *  '^  "Y'f  ^^'^^ ' ' 

"If  lK)ve  be  a  divinity,-  he  mu8t'ir^e%  WbW  f fi6  fi*^ 
worthiest,  and  on  her  let  him  berfow  bis 'cn^,*';'¥eflM 
Charles,  with  a  smile.  */*  ^ixr^- •' 

"  But  Love  is  blind,  toyhegfei:  what  sjay  you,  lhfl'0t^4?" 
rephed  the  poet,  and  tbereupoii  the  little  god  b^^k  ^jSni's 
madrigal  in  reply,  in  a  voice  of  delicious  sw^tUesB, 'toOSc 
was  in  truth  a  famous  musical  dwarf  belohgt^j^sfo  th'e 
court: 
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fiid  .Ibamai  >oHttUt)tiiiiiifeteisfef^di}>tor«tre9et]|     '^     "^  .  .:•  /''  -r?' 
.  ,  The  simless  rose  dies,  lost  to  Iigrbt, 

b^Tirofoo-ii'SKif  Atmia34w*»«*^»<»Wtt»lwn«l»       <;';.;. 
Q^;^re*  .s..  m'.   ,  ,  Aa,ltoepcp?l.W«h«.'««inatthe.wijid».    .. 
'^,^^^^V    //     *lS^?«S!il^veslS-^  

lo<fdfi  or.fl  .n- 

, jf fro  cu  rf  10  J  >. '  ?'  :.  t****  otlw»^  unitoft  to  tve^impre 

L^/T7ro?^<Mi>  r-Btiftflifl6di0]fOTe84--aiidLoveift<bU]idfr     ''^' '    .      ::       ' 

;V>woL^.   i'-rr' •.'-;>->•. .     .l'-ai*        ^^.^    -     ■      •     ■'      «    •"    •'  •    '• 
--       ,        Heart,  mine  heart !  I  would  we  were 

>om;,  •»;■-<  llie  |)oweiit  tWngr  that  tends  heti 

3'tii^^  ,p.i.fi  ,T^r  .•Ptrdiiuuse.icroe«nragM!dcdaaiiU^      • 

rr.  x.io^  .t,  s  .  Would  paijf  for.  all  love  lends  her  j— 

rr-uto-.Ti.ti       Alas;  to  Ste  had  not  repined.    ^ 
L^tTfi    .*.ii:,'»\  ^  a&aiw the CTpranwrtathluil twined,  * 
otit»jl7^   ^  .M.-y.  Fq?  death  i^dread^-butliwreia  blind.  ,  ^^ 

R-^tii^#1t*JI^^'^^®*  fend  me,  heart,  ancj  I  will  lend  you 
S^  ^fi^^p^leSf  g^J»  ^d  t^lung  the  crown  lie^et  it  ou 
®5fe(j9^4^  of  ,l)li^lTOg  Mistress  Sydney.    The  coi^tieri 
,^JpSt^'^^  a.,  teen .  pang  shot  through  Mexrox's   teart. 
[,Bae^tiiipie  eyolam^S,  "  ffoni  soit  qui  mac  y  peneeV 
t^^et^rnly  )tQ  the  motto  over  his  tlipne,  Tiritb.  a  glanoe 
i^^eadiimTersal  gravity^. 
.  _,^jjEf  jlbliot  oi  .Misrule  then  invited  the  new  que^n  to  ienter 
the^  f^usi^    f^d,i^e.  king,  hmi^elf  handed  her  in,  assuring  her 
8^e,  ]bfV9-!,|ip>t!upg.  ta  fear,  ai^d  patting  the  lion  on  his  mane  to 
reassure  her.    The  whole  court  stood  np  to  see  the  spectad^y 
^  .  M?  ^  ]Mp8t?jes8.^3fdn!^y  look,  more  beauiafiil  than 
iipwij75te|^i)l|i^(hi^  ^d  smiling  with  mingled  teiuinph  ai^d 
ih^i^J^.JI|f^ig,lef;^e^  They  had  not  gone 

iG]^. t^^pv^^ix^  a  \p?^ra4^^roimd  ,^e  tabl^,  when. a  troop  oi 
j^|rfn^  ^ess^d  tp,  represent  fairies,  tr^ 
"i^  J^yvro^i!in4.:t|ie.  triumph;  But  suddenly  a  hideous 
ixijfSvas  heard,  and  there '^ppj^are^  js^dwgpBi.wiith  flerj pnrole 
ISft*^, m^  ^^ -^'m^  flwiJJg  .ey^a.  .and  yomit^  fire 
fe«B^.^-J^^(E^.  jaw?,  %  ijepre^^ntatjiye  ,pt  the  dragon  of  old 
romance.  ' 

.Kbjfai];^  took  to  flight,  and  .th^  dr^opk  approa<ched  the 

car  oftti^  Queen  of  Loye,  who  IpoieA  considerably  alarmed 

and  iG>Tibtfiu  as  to  the  intentions  of.  this  new  monster.    But 

.  aa  it  approached,  the  clatter  of  horses'  hoofs  was  heard,  and 

a  mounted  knight  clad  in  resplendent  armour,  lance  in  hand. 
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rode  up  the  hall.  This  cavalier  hj  his  variotis  ensigns  repre- 
sented the  renowed  St^  Greorge  ^  his  hoise's  hoofs  were  gilded, 
and  covered  with  something  soft,  to  hinder  thesa  froxa  htotiK 
the  marble  floor.  Two  ^e&did  page»  m  clotJi  of  gm 
attended  at  his  bridle. 

This  valourous  knightr  as  if  to  resoiae  tho:  Queen  of  Lore, 
rode  fall  tilt  at  the  dnkgon,  and  the  dra^cys  a^  the  knight,  so 
that  they  had  just  formed  with  great  artifice,  the  anta^nistic 
group  on  the  collar  of  the  Gartn^  wh^i^  either  startled  bj 
Sie  blaze  of  torches  thrown  forward;  or  the  cneB  of  the  com* 
batants,  the  lion  uttered  a  roar  which  soon  sliowed  tiie 
admiring  spectaton  the  diffeM&ce-  be^een  imitation  and 
reality.  A  universal  panic  was  the  consequam^,  especiaUj  as 
the  animal  grew  furious,  shook  off  his  little  rider,  and  made 
desperate  enbrts  to  break'  his  thongs;  roaring  and  ehumiBg 
his  teeth.  Mistress  S^^dni^  iJmeked».  aiui^  €lharles  and  his 
courtiers  looked  pale  with  horror  at  Ofeeh  other,  and  the  lioni 
either  fiightenea  os  exaspfocated  with.  the.  noise,  suddenly 
made  a  tremendotudart^ ferwavd^by  whieh faft  brc^^e  his  har- 
ness, and  laid  his  head  couching  down  as  if  pz^panng  to 
luring  on  the  chariot.  At  thn(  moment  a  s^rc^-  ftn^^fed^  ihe 
lady  from  h^  dangid4x)UB  pre-eminenee,  and  a'  broad  bi«nt 
«f£^red  itself  between  her  and'  her  terrible  antag^ndst.  ^ '  Tt  was 
Mervyn  1  he  rushed  he«idlong  over  ^e-  table^  sntttehed  4kt 
spear  £rom  Ihe  nerveless  arm  of  St.  George,  and*  dtoed 
brandi^hinff  and  quivering  it  in  the  air,  awadtmg  tite  stxEist 
of  the  coudiant  beast.  But  to  the  surprise  and  deli^^n 
aH,  the  animal  cowered  down  with  a  groaning  yawn,  prdimbly 
taking  the  spear  for  a  whip,  mth  which  he  was  no  doubt 
weU  acquainted.  The  keeper  now  rushed  in,  secured  the 
lion,  and  at  Chaiies's  commaind  removed  it  instantfy.  Mean- 
while some  ladies  had  raised  the  youthM  Queen  of  fkrre,  who 
had  fallen  insensible,  and  were  engaged  in  administeanzig 
restoratives.  The  king  and  Mervyn  aided  in  Urn,  and  she 
soon  revived,  to  pour  forth  a  flood  of  thanks,  seconded  by  4e 
sweetest  blu^  and  the  most  eloquent  tears,  fi*ankly  axdoiow- 
ledging  that  she  owed  her  life  to  the  valour  of  her  deltv^rcr, 
and  that  she  could  never  repay  him. 

Charles's  satis^tion  was  eqtaiily  great,  and  hedRywed  it 
in  his  usuid  rash  and  hasty  manner.  *  '"Come,  &k  George'*  hs 
exclaimed,  snatching  that  unvalorous  pageant's  sword,  **I 
have  feund  a  knight  worthier  to  wear  true  sted  than  tium  !— 
down  on  your  knees,  Mervyn,  an4  nse  up  one  of  our  best  ttd 
bravest  companions  in  arms.^ 

Mervyn  hesitated,  but  Mr.  Pepy  s  drew  him  eagerir  fbrwajpil, 
and  in  a  dream  of  youthM  vam^  and-lnumph  he  imeit. 
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^'  And  bear  ye  aH  mtness/'  ssid  Charles,  raismg  tibe  sirord, 
"'  we  give  yaa  Ofor  royal  ward  tliat  Has  is  no  oavpet-kniglLt 
we  are  TiMi.Tnng ;  ke  woa  ns  Bothwell  by  kb  yalour,  aad  saved 
tihe  country  f&m  a  bloody  ontl^eak  br-his  prodenoe.  Arise, 
Sir  Mervyn-^Sir  MerrynwhatP  or  Sirwluufc  MwcvynP"  ht 
addid,  after  a  iaoment%  psoBe. 

:  Tlie  dream  was  orer  I  Mer?yn  eolonred  deeply^  and  was 
siient  darxQg  a  brief  but  dreadfnl  mDmnit.  Th»  name  of 
Blood  aione  oeonxred  to-lmn^^liust  name  the  syncmymaof 
chuonff  ctinv'^^fm.dr  tiie  tongue  dore  to  the  loof  of  laam 

"  Ma^e  y&a  not  two^nsmas,  tiien  P"  said.  CSHsdea^.  aamdat  a 
geuBiiBl  asid  ixrepronilde  fatter*  **  Well».  np^  matter;  it  im 
your  mother's  improvidence;  many  &  man  IntiL  no  bettor 
eiomt  t9  liio  noblost  titan  Ms  mnthev^ffaasmuioe.  Bnt.  me- 
tiionght'  yon  had  tise  hawmr  to  oall  Cdonel  Blood,  your 
muKstorr'       • 

^^ He  cadis  hdmo^  Bo^^Href  bat  I  had  nitherbo  thafinit 
fif  juj  namiB  tiuoL  wear  one  sot  rte^ed  in.  infamy  I"  xeplied 
J£orpyai»  veaobKtely. 

'^  Inglit  h*^&  m  in  tibre  idiada/'  said  CbarieB^.  latiani^  in 
anordiunle  gradnaUyi  '^  Weil,  I  eammt  dob  &  knight  who 
kadi- not  t«R>  names  for  the  heralds'  books*.  Cannot  jcax 
olaim  evML  a  HtB.P--Why,  by  St.  Georse,  yonr  face  piits>  one 
in  ibr  yon ;  you  are  as  like  tiie  Inck&ss  bsood  q£  Ikr  Aa- 
anfies  as  ever  was  their  most  legitimate  heir." 

Mewyn  started ;  again  that  name,  which  seemed  to  meet 
him  everywhere  by  some  fatality,  crossing  his  path  at  sock  a 
moment ! — he  almost  felt  called  upon  to  assume  it. 

"  And  he  hath  already  iheir.  .second  title  for  a  Christian 
name ;  there's  something  in  it  sire !"  said  Pepys. 

y  Well,  sir,  !Fitz-Aumerle  shall  it  be  P"  said  the  king,  again 
raising  his  sword. 

,  "  JNo,  sire ;  I  will  wear  no  man's  honours  but  my  own ; 
and,  until  I  discover  what  my  real  parentage  may  be,  I  will 
ksve  mme !."  aaid  Mervyn,  m  a.  tone  of  deep  but  reaolved 
feoiinr. 

"  Inscover  Ms  parentage !"  repeated  Charles^  with  a.diacio 
tiw  kmgh^  and  tossing  the  sword  back  to  St.  George.  "  Weil^ 
a  mea.  will  stand-in  l£eir  own  laAt  let  them  not  oomnlain  of 
want  of  sun !  Sir,  when  yon  haen  found  these  mtflianted 
waters  in  the  Valley  of  Oolivion,  I  suppose  we  idudl  know 
kavr  to  reward  you  better." 

Mervyn  arose,  and,  bowing  deeply,  retomed  like  one  in  a 
atopifiea  reverie  to  his  fbnner  postion  as  guardsman,  hie  ean 
-:     •         •j.t.  stnnge  soDnda,  ^od  his  sight  dim  and  confused*. 
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There  be  stood — pubKcly  prodamied'  »;  _^ 
tiiousand  sneering  eyes  upon  nim — so  at  leailfiife 

His  first  dear  perception  after  thiatanenlA 
seeing  the  king  partake  of  the  C^nstmas  ferel,^^ 
flaixiing  snap-dragon.    The  gtiests  thronged  "^^ 
point  of  attraction,  and  Charles  set  tlie 
a  burning  plum  from  the  furnace, 
gone,  amid  screams  and  laughter,  and 
away  with  the  furnace^  but  he  was  m^ 
threw  a  powder  into  it,  ^diich  burst  into  s 

dinary-colotlred  lights,  and  filled  the  hall 

When  this  deaxm  up  the  whole  pageantry  Ifad  ^riidim^lil 
when  the  revellers  had  uartakenof  wderaert,  tSi»  t^ddfllnMfe 
cleared  for  the  royal  ball.  ^^    rT-ui-^2.7 

Throughout  Hie  remainder  of  the  feast,  Meitj^ji  (jgis  Mrm 
thunderstruck,  and  gazed  like  a  fig^ure  carved  in  -at^^^Sfflr 
spectacle.  The  revels  concluded  with  a  danecvundiftf  flteaii^ 
ifetoe,  Charles  setting  an  example,  tddch  was  eagei)y  ^^flbmL 
by  kissinghis  partner,  Aurora  Sydney,  under  its 
boudis.  Then  there  was  a  general  scramble  f(k  laik 
conduded  the  feast,  for  the  queen  put  an  end  to  iu}i 
rude  scene  by  retiring,  and  the  ladies  of  coitt^ 
The  meeting  broke  up  as  if  by  enchantment,  tiib^ 
dispersed  and  Tamshed  like  a  glorious  sunset  intb^ 
Meiryn^  retired  to  his  lonely  chamber,  in  a  8tat0' 
almost  impossible  to  analyze,  so  strangely  mii^Usil^irvR 
lore,  jealousy,  rage,  and  bitter  scorn  of  hiittsW"'^iEn3*  tt 
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The  queen  returned  ou  the  following  day  tpLoi 
as  her  retinue  of  coutsq  accoittpanli^^^hfir,^'' flfSI 
relieved  from  the  imSna^te  prfh^ii 'bf  j^-**^^'^'^' ' 
Idnj^'s    attentions    to   the.,  b^auti;^.  <^u 
inflicted  on  him.    Stag-hunts  an^  other"'] 
and  neadY  a  month  elapsed  before  CHacflfes 
return  to  nis  capital..     .  '     . ;      ^  .    •    •  ij 

Mervyn,  meanwhile^  obviou^  ^ew  i^  &e'^!^tq[^tYi^(ft^ 
and  when  tibeyretume<l  toWnitehatl,  a  ^^^jafo^'lSua^ 
seamed  to  liiive  .cojn^  over  hjs  fortunes  ;  gprett"  aonl  'sifil 
united  in  heaping  ciViHties  on  him  i  the  cidest  icotiftitt^rjsiie- 
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dicMsJuf  i;i3%JKiitoni  ^inplored  Us  intjerest  in  tbeir  petitiong ; 
ia  uMd|,4  wfts  ^dpable,  erea  to  his  own  modes  tj,  t&at  lie  was 
'""      ereajt  inaji. 

ni^  nJt  Wluteliallf  tlie  king  went  »A  usual  to  j^ay  a 
^i;]^U^iiat  Somei^et  House,  but  to  Mervjn*s  jaun- 
bj^oE  s^^meict  as  i£  lus  only  purpose  T^as  to  see  Aurora, 
^^ij^!^  &ypunte  attendant.      He  spent  some  bittol* 
TOffling  ovEc  £}m  probabiliiy,  and  it  T^as  with  very  great 
[ipi06J(  evident  reluctance  that  he  obeyed  a  summons  % 
!^£uip1l  £6l  attend  tliakin^ 
._  LLj;gras  nifthl^  ajgjl  Charles  was  in  his  bedroom  alone,  sitting 
>6?^f,,a.^£l£l[Lt^8ea-£oa^  fire,  on  which,  with  his  own  royu 
luncb*  n^  ^ad'Been  mulling  some  sack.    Two  little  silver 
tanksirds  and  some  candied  sops  were  beside  him,  and  a  glit- 
,m<p-ofj|ewels  lay  scattered  about,  just  as  he  had 
i  them, off;  !.The  usual  attendants  of  the  chamber  had 


^  retired, ,  and  Charles  motioned  Chiffinch  to  disappear, 
lidM^ jDeimmediat^y  did,  leaving  the  king  and  his  gentleman 

'  '^^(mfi,  boy^  draw  a  stool,  and  help  me  to  discuss  this  sack ; 
Pa|p^aq.,  never  brewed  better/'  said  Charles,  jpouring  the 
taulcards  fulL 

-Tj  "  Xdiinfe  then  to  your  majesty's  good  agreement  with  your 
i^ew  parliament,^,  saiid  Mervyn,  forcing  a  smile,  and  raising 
LIs^^ol^leL    ..        ;  . 

*^  JDrink.  me  i^ot  such  ill-luck,  I  charge  thee,  for  1  shall 
nerer'agree  withtLem  but  When  I  am  signing  my  abdication," 
replied  Charles,  hastily.  **  It  is  a  death-struggle  now  between 
us — either  they  to  Tw)wer  Hill,  or  I  to  Wnitehall  window. 
We  are  all  conspirators,  I  and  my  people,  and  it  remains  to 
be  seen  which  hath  the  better  li&ad  for  plots.  It  will  come  to 
the  sword  soon,  Mervyn ;  meanwhile,  mark  you  the  insolence 
of  this  factious  ColOnel1Syd|i6(y;i  a&d  what  he  hath  dared  to 
do." 

"What  hath  he  doofi^  my  liegeP"  said  Mervyn,  very 
fiureiiLvL      ■!.♦.. 

r^|S^M<|i  seni  in  tis  daugliter's  resignation  since  the  affair 
alTlifma^r,^^^  culow,  Jber  ^  come  to  court  again 

.iideiiiu^prqteartr.        ..,.,.. 

Ijlarfyii  Salt,  a  rush  of  delight  which  U^  with  difficulty  kept 
concealed^  but  he  saioL  nothing. 

*' And  ju^l  when  1  had  aB  bulb  won  her  to  some  little  return 
of  XQj.  passion,"  continued  Charles — '*  when  she  lacked  only  a 
fair  jpretext  and  a  chosen  moment  to  yield !  What  think  you, 
Mervyn  P—!^d  she  not  seem  to  eye  me  favourably  P  and  what 
woman  is  insensible  to  the  allurcmenta  of  power  and  rank  P" 
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"  Your  majes^'B  ezperienoe  qoaiifies  yoa  tp  he  a  Mte 
jttdge  than  I  can  pretend  to  be/'  replied  Mer?^ 

"  Doubtless,  doubtless; — and  now  to  the  pomton  wbioIvX 
smnmoned  yoVsaid  Charles,  with  a  smile.  *'  The  eonclmm, 
to  which  I  hare  now  arriTed,  is  to  make  my  paBsionloanwa 
to  its  £air  object,  and  as  yoa  have  a  ^ood  pretext  to*  g9 
to  Sydney's  house  to  inquire  after  her  heSth,  Ikitehid  yKmk^ 
be  my  ambassador.  Do  me  this  matchless  servioe,  and  •matbh- 
lessly  shall  it  be  rewarded.  I  authorize  you  to  propQ«e^Mf 
conditions,  and  as  her  fatiier  will  to-morrow  attoid  tbe  gxi9«t 
meeting  of  the  malecontent  members,  you  will  haye  a^yim^nk 
time  on  your  hands." 

"  And  what  conditions,  sire  P'*  said  Mervyn,  with  a  keyvy 
pulsation  of  the  heart. 

**  Her  fstther  a  peerage — herself  the  duchjr  of  !&iciiBK>ndft 
which  I  meant  for  I^eU's  son  once,"  said  the  King.  **  Xn^^tt 
I  will  maJce  her  my  queen  if  old  Kate  dies  a  natujnl  deuthe- 
but  no  poisonings,  mind !  Think  you  not  this  is  an  off^  le 
tempt  an  angel,  let  alone  a  proud  woman  of  Eve's  flesh  and 
blood  P" 

"  Most  gorgeous  and  kinglike !  But  Colonel  Sydney  would 
rather  die  than  accept  such  dittering  dishonour."^' 

"  Let  him  die  then !  Why,  man,  you  croak  like  a  ghost 
irom  a  hollow  tree ;  what  ails  youP" 

"  Drinking  your  majesty's  health  in  too  many  bumpers  last 
night,'*  said  mernm,  with  some  degree  of  hesitation. 

"  Take  a  hair  of  the  dog  that  bit  you,"  replied  Charles,  re- 
plenishing the  tankards.  '*  I  hope  you  are  not  sueh  a  fooi  as 
to  let  any  miUdsh  considerations  stand  in  your  way  to 
honour  and  power.  Why,  boy,  you  know  not  what  1  nu^ 
do  for  you  yet.  Mayhap  I  shall  tire  of  this  new  t<Mr  as 
soon  as  of  any  oliier,  and  then  you  may  come  in  u»r  a 
good  thing.  What  say  you,  Mervyn  ? — ^I  have  made  dokes 
of  men  tluit  had  not  naif  your  leg — ^if  Castlem^e  had  not 
been  a  proud  ass,  he  might  haye  stood  Duke  of  Cleyelaad 
in  his  lady  duchess's  patent.  And  now  it  reminds  me,  as 
the  old  Sydney  is  so  yirtuous,  he  will  need  appearaaoea  tp 
be  kept  up,  and  if  you  haye  a  pretty  jinghng  title^  and 
the  fat  crown-lands  which  Bichmonds  death  maie  as  a 
present  of  the  other  day — would  you  find  it  impossible  to  do 
as  many  a  better  man  hath  done,  and  own  your lieir  for  yoar 
sonP"    ^  ' 

**  My  liege,  I  am  the  first  of  my  family,  and  I  intend  to  be 
the  last,"  said  Mervyn,  flushing  darkly  at  this  propositiaD, 
decently  yeiled  as  it  was. 
''Here,  then,  is  a  glittering  preface  to  your  disoouise,"  ooa- 
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ttejuod  Cbarles,  tumoticmff  this  in  his  own  absorption,  and 
taking  a  little  key  firom  nis  bosom,  he  opened  a  golden 
da^et  before  him,  and  showed  a  magnificent  set  of  diamonds 
ipariding  on  a  crimson  velvet  bed.  ''  These  will  indine  her 
tD'Msten  to  your  taie,  and  since  the  days  of  the  serpent 
«C.  Bden»  no  woman  coiild  akut  her  ears  to  the  temptations  of 
p^wsif  and  grandeur.    Well,  will  you  be  my  ambassador  P" 

'*'I  will !"  fephed  Mervyn,  desperately.  **  Bat  I  beseech 
jtmt  majesty  not  to  ky  the  ill-snceess  or  my  embassy  to  m^ 
mxi^  if  it  snooeed  not — nor  the  merit  to  my  good,  if  it 
tflMseed." 

'*  As  you  will — ^bnt  I  have  private  reasons  to  conclude  that 
jam  wiM  not  fail,"  replied  Ghariee,  with  a  somewhat  suspicious 
gaae  at  tiie  young  man.  *'  Bring  me  the  news  <m  the  instant, 
Mt  rest  assured  that  your  own  fortunes  are  involved  in  the 
event  oi  to-morrow." 

'  And  rising,  he  dismissed  the  yoimg  coortiar,  in  a  n&ood 
w}d6h  may  be  readily  imagined. 
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!Ebb  next  moiming  beheld  Mervyn  on  horseback,  wending 
his  way  towards  Sydney's  residence  in  the  Tillage  of  Sa. 
WXies — at  that  time  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  fiuhionable 
subtffipbs  of  tiie  metropolis.  Chiffincdi  greeted  him  at  his  toilet 
with  a  messa^  from  the  king,  exhorting  him  to  use  no 
delay,  and  with  the  casket  of  Jewels,  wich  in  his  hurry 
he  had  left  behind.  But  those  ratal  words,  '*  I  hare  priyate 
reaaons  to  conclude  that  you  will  not  fail,"  rang  in  nis  ear 
all  night,  and  deprived  mm  of  rest.  He  now  took  it  for 
grafted  that  there  was  some  tacit  understanding  between 
&e  Idbg  and  Mistress  Sydney,  and  it  was  almost  with  the 
mere  deapemte  hope  of  luiowmg  the  worst  that  he  set  out  on 
hi»  expedition. 

*  Sydney's  house  was  a  very  handsome  villa,  in  the  old 
English  style.  It  was  bosomed  in  a  large  pleasure-ground 
pronisd.y  wooded,  and  adorned  in  the  Italian  style  with 
statues  and  fountains,  all  old  and  moss-grown.  There  was 
sn  air  of  substance  and  accustomed  di^ty  about  the  very 
warag  of  the  massive  oaks  whidi  lined  the  avenue  to  the 
house.  A  colony  of  rooks  had  taken  up  their  immemorial 
abode  in  the  loftiest  branches,  and  cawed  about  the  house 
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an  ftkr  of  ■  Becnrity  and  vested  ngibt  Xke^  <iQanm«Biftiii 
oriffinaJly  buUt  in  a  fine  old  style,  between  tbs- Jukdikiitktt 
aad'the  iftler  J^iovmaa,  when  ttirengtk'eeased'ttdK)  bnOiie 
gOEteat  desidexattim  of  the  ariphitedt';^  bat.  it  jltbd  jrpg<i»M 
touriies  •  and .  additions  from  vaiiaiiB'agea  and  ftl^e^fiskat 
JMHsed  tlupoii^li'the  hands' of  possoBsorS  oi  vkxro'iovdeoBfUi^ 
add  now'  'presented  a<  carioas  ramblinff  masMKaSiMsAsteMm 
fohdch/inaQngpnKnis  as  it  •  -vrasy  had  on  the  nvdii^  iSBTtfnjwwmg 
eff^et.^  '  Tbo'gaMk&jiis  firont  of  th0:hiQaseJwa^/ittr«thie9tnb 
i^^Englii^  style;  :s8rro«r«tortiioa8,  fdnbastb^  ^thsiilaUraJbs 
odt  iiitopeacodaf,-diJ!ag(Hii(,  and  wasps;  'thaiwa&sotniiQdfiui 
pVBtsiso,  ttndiprofiiAdy  decorated  with  flowdrsJ-  (tjit.:!  'to  si^-h-] 
•'^OBofeiie^howevicv,  o«r  faeco  had  an  oppovtonil^  oIlbaaidttiiK 
CDT  sUl  1iiis»  he  had  "to  summpn  oooiage  to.  ring  HoBrfpok/bBK^ 
bokat-a  mas8Kv«f  wioket ;  sad  he  had  rained'  fas'lioiimifam 
several  minntes  before  he  dared  fina^resolTB  tufttfaa^die^ 
eiaiv0  steasuife.  The  sound  of.  the.  beMtafonatratiirl^iLkim 
when  at  last  he  did  the  deed,  and  when:.il^e  •psytapJupfbeA 
tlko  gate  imd  inquired  his  bnsindss^he  could  befaiftcely  Jeplj^ 
tteadiLr,  so  strong  was  the  emoiioik  he.fdtixiiEEm^Jedjfiir 
€6io&el  Sydney,  whom  of  all  men  in  the  i/worla^iHdtkast 
wished'  to  see*  The  porter  answered  thsib'ltevoQhteeLiswBi 
out ;  but  in  reply  to  Meryyn*s  in^uiiyi  for'  MistniM  SyAis^ 
Iieridesifed  kim  to  proceed  up  the  avenue  to  th]d:4naisbfBQ  " 
\'fAM  he  approached  it'  two  tall  gifeyhotLnda-ieamellfeKhBgiipifr 
ont^-and  leapinff  abont  him :  at  the  saone  ^bbtde  ra  JaolfeT^Hia 
Ihfttfiniple  ^y liv«ry  of  the  Sydney s'  imide.hiB«umetonilitii^ 
and  civiUy  mquired  his  business,  on  lliarnsngi  rwhuai -life  said 
th4t  MifttBess '  Sydney  was  at  hooiev^  Init  thabahtv:h«dt  ^aiiors 
9vith  herj  Marvyn  desired  to^be  annoimoed  niBrd]|rtt»  ac^«ifik< 
man  from  the  palace.  =■  .-mv.vilvhI  di'rr/  ^ilr..! 

ozITb^^ioneslad  led  the  wayiaoto  aa^aparlmeiitteviH^ti^iiBed 
at|i»lifearjfa?y 'and  study  ;>it^waa  kpge  imd  handsfchao,, 
dvUh'booikis^  the '  winaoiws  overiooUing'  iBlnami9biiq[y. 
i&e'ai^acent  garden.  iTheve  wasa'^giovioiu  bl&flm^aiib^g^ 
jdBrr,  in  whkdi,  hkei  all '  tvu^/  SngiiiKmxm^  iS^rdneyidaiagkinl 
aiiid  nearthst  oheetful  •  centre -lof^  al  wiiitf^iapafimdntoaMihe 
Mr  mistress  of  tike/mamsioaaDid  hes  twp  (gadaha;  '^iiAssaitilir^ 
looking  mcnwihan  nsuiUyrseidoiilBg  and^  infoet^ooBfteitiHtfcte- 
barras9ed»  for  she:  wttS'f^Iar)fdng^i8^Qmki^lytuneonBa^^^  wilk 
one- Of  het^lo^g^'iiiBgiieitB^  TwUiileTthb  :>oibaEr  'lapOBadfixk'.itoiitibsiM 
and  pexfeetibesbty  oIl  tfaeiEEehfi^ds^of  keV'bladC'Vfelx^fjdi^sss. 
A  laee  veil-  widch  ishe  wak  eail»k>idemig  lay  beade  hsmjtmt* 
Httle  work^a^y  and  a  pet  ^ower  bf'gTeal4>eaiity}bbxBtMiB 
a  fine  pOrcelaili  popt'-xuose  at  han£    There  w«r^&  diiq^erb 
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itriia»r»i™naiB,!ekb€^^  oarved  in  the  finest  ebony,  open 
flriBlkttittaeidastwice. 

■'it^Oneri  of'tlie^jmitotr^.' and  one  only,  :waA  a  stranger  to 
Mei9TnL  -fie  iradra  taJl  well-^built  man,  withja  flowing  dad^ 
jiBiisn^p  iaaid  a* :  jeonntenonee  somewhat  large  >  leatiuiedr  grwre^ 
ffij^^^eoiLimelancfaolyy  hnt -with  :a  (charaot^  of  ^teadfaBt4ia4 
sober) Jzid8okLti0Br>aj  perfect  trttstworthinesSi!  «hi' which  tiM 
ipHBefl^J^atoaEiflep^tDnght  haye  confided,  a.  gravity  of  ^ye  aitid 
dsnlefmouiri^vmehiaiiBiOimced  a  man  not -deaUnedi  indeed  ito 
ddraUp  lihd  %i  caoBet,;  by  Btraa^ . '  and  -ecntio  brillittBCy ^  bbti  4o 
Idmieufarr  ev^tv  ^n^  bf  Uie-  great  nnaltdi?ab!ie  ataTs  on  wmoh  the 
pilots  of  English  Jiberly  fix  l^eir  gaide  in)tlis>wildest  etorio^ 
oDii  >  tker^  i  d^fsudiieat  <  calms.  The  otSiier  Fisitcxrr  M^riryii  ^e6og- 
OMOdsfffn^  a  start  of /rery  unpleasant  suxoriae^  a8<trok89.a 
fTOBbmiyeitbait  the'  Duke  of  Moamoutiiy  waomhe'im^ibiwt 
todbiliidmcBt  in^eoneeaknent  at  the  Hague. 
'iut<  jL  g^ntienlaai  fromi  the  palace  !'*  exclaimed  Axaaom^  lisiag 
mdbt^iKffl  wecipiitation^  as  the  lackey  uttered  his  tumoimite^ 
xiqat.  r*^**Jak'l  fai  it>  nossible.  Captain  Merryn  I**  she  addad^ 
i^b'Wdeepf  and  ritia  blush.  '*  Oh,  my  Lord  iEussell,  1  was 
jiHiiteUingTTOu  niky  -  edyenture  with  the  lion,  and  itere  is^lfajft 
jau'eui'jekwalua^  vvho  sayed  my  life  at  the  hazard  of  Iub^Iwdl 
Qwj^t^  Mei^yix;  my  lord  duke !" 

*' OaqoiteuDiiMeryyn  and  I  aire  old  acquaintanoes»  madiQn,^ 
)BC|^iedoMonn»Dutli,> with  his  gay  characteristic  easet  "We 
nKere^both  at  JBodiwell  Briggs,  but  he  was  the  fiivt  nbux  of  :us 
{dfLtfaactqroBsed.  .  I  am  glad  to  see  you,  sir,  though  Ihei.ttaito 
atv-alter^with  us  both/' 

-'>'Aadli)s:ibd;^aded:his!h»Bd  so  cordially  and  frankly,  that  ^ 

Mewyn  could  not  aToid  giving  his,  and  ifeturnxBg  the  duke/s  ^ 

shake  with  heartiness.  t  •  .   'oi-x  ; 

:  '^fi^Vfldll^il  fmti|^d  to:  see  your  £cyrtunes  in  foU  ^mtiheir/r  he 
eoiitiitiied,  asth^iail  sat  down  with  a  sudden  and  ^sitiiiinge 
boyciiiffi1jf,-jprodttEed^by  the  magic  of  a  fewwordski  •  "iBvt  | 

leioiEJtoit^i'raiiie  ancient:  friend!  court  favour  is  a  bird  of  an  i 

iflrigfTiioiHmlt.'  '  if ou  see,  Maister  Mertyn >  I  have  taken  Fresich 
kibcvfec^attd'iretuimed^for/ 1  was  weened  to  death  among  the 
lhiteiifr«aiials  aiad  tulips,'  and  chseseeard  women.  Ah !  beautt- 
lkai>Miitress  Sydney^  mm  oSkejn  did'  I  sigh  amonr  them  for 
Afff^  re&eBhnent  <  of  one. .  rglance  <  at  Ycnxr  ridh  -and  glowine: 
kvidUiness,  animated  by- the  lustre;  of /the  bright  .spirit  wiilual 
" Ahdbie  looked iwith  on . expressioii i of  >  fl^GKlipassionate^ad' 
Biiaaitnm  at  tiie  youthful  lady,  that  'al^o^L  she '  smiled, 
sJiet-ldushed/  and  Mervyii  felt  aidy thing  but  easy  in  hia  chair. 
^  -  *':If  Xmay  be  allbwed  to  say  so,  my  lord^'*  said  MerVyn, 
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ttftdr  a  filiglit  pause,  ** I  fear  this  utdoolEed-for  retntu  iN&Vii^ 
ratider  snrpiising  than  agreeable  at  court,  and  yoor  esenini 
wHl  be  fcren  to  measures  ^vidch  as  yet  they  had  mst  wm- 
templated." 

"  I  do  not  stud  J  much  to  pleasure  my  enemies,"  replied'"^ 
duke,  luraghtily .  **  And  the  kin^,  my  father,  and  I  tanst,  the 
gaUant  men  who  pull  the  oars  m  the  same  gaBeon  i4<tk'fii^ 
trill  see  that  l^ey  do  not  wreak  their  spite  on  me»  as  tlMy  fain 
would.  Besides,  the  peril  is  mine,  ana  when  wbb  ICoioaciiilii 
fidse  in  love,  or  recreant  in  hate  P" 

"  When  he  listened  to  the  Lord  Shafbesbury's  sa^gestira, 
and  treated  a  man  who  loved  him  and  had  served  kiin,  as  an 
enemy !"  replied  Mervyn,  with  sudden  warmth. 

"  Is  it  possible !  then  I  marvel  not  at  your  golden  sask  «id 
insighia  of  slavery,  since  von  know  that"  repbed  MxxsBiC/riL 
**  But  Shaftesbury  was  always  over-reaching  himsetf*,  atid  il 
was  his  policy,  not  mine.  I  trusted  as  well  as  lo^edyoa 
— which  you  must  indeed  but  too  well  remember!  Wefl; 
no  more  of  this !  we  must  be  friends  at  a  distance,  noes 
fate  will  have  it  so.  Sha^sbury  believes  in  nolidngt  ^ni 
IB  in  heaven  above  or  the  earfch  below ;  and  so  his  prqjeeto 
are  continually  failing,  for  want  of  a  little  human  credulity 
and  proper  confidence  in  the  folly  of  mankind  ;-^48  if  a&  aieii 
can  see  their  own  interests  as  clearly  as  he  can !" 

"  I  wish  you  success,  my  lord,  in  all  matters  but  those  in 
which  your  true  friends  would  have  you  fail,"  said  Mervyn,  ia 
ft  calmer  tone. 

"  Tou  courtiers  take  views  on  all  subjects  different  fion 
those  of  men  who  love  their  country  better  than  the  gewgaw 
glitter  of  a  tinselled  livery,"  said  the  Lord  Sussell,  ^imeing 
with  a  i^uiet  smile  at  Mervyn's  splendid  dress.  "  But  I  eon- 
fesB  I  did  not  hope  to  see  a  garter-blue  mantle  in  this  house, 
where  such  plain  home-spun  as  mine  own  hath  long  heeik  tiie 
only  colour  m  vogue. 

And  he  looked,  not  without  complacency,  athisownsiim^ 
but  rich  velvet  cloak,  of  a  dark  russet  lorown,  the  fiKv^omte 
hue  of  the  departed  times  of  the  commonweaUii. 

"  I  do  not  appraise  men  by  the  colour  or  quality  of  'ti^ieir 
garb,  my  lord !  replied  Mervrn,  with  vivacity ;  "  for  I  am 
not  now  so  young  in  the  world  as  not  to  know  that  the  ugns 
which  men  put  outermost  are  rather  what  they  wish  others 
to  believe  them,  than  what  they  are  ;  the  cowl  makes  not  ^ 
monk,  my  lord !" 

I  would  I  could  think  so,  sir,  of  you,"  said  the  Lord  Bus- 
sell,  eagerly,  "  for  you  have  indeed  excellent  parts  and  qfoaH- 
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ties*:  ct  wlkiok  our  unhappy  countiy,  in  her  bleeding  condition, 
l^ftlb.  ioo  much  need!  May  I  then  hope  that  youarehere» 
in.  ^e  houBe  of  the  noblest  patriot  whom  Engmid  Ofwns,  ncA 
without  some  intention  or  wish  of  serving  her  in  this  great 
omettaney  of  tiine  P*' 

"X  am  here  on  business  of  the  long,  my  master,"  said 
Meinjyn*  with  a  moment's  hesitation. 

**  liiAn,  sir,  as  the  £nend,  and  I  may  abnost  say  brother,  of 
Colonel  Sydney,  I  demand  to  know  what  that  business  is,  for 
jou  are  aware,  since  a  late  matter,  he  wiU  suffer  no  further 
intercourse  between  the  palace  and  his  honourable  home," 
aaid^his  lordship,  authoritatively,  yet  with  great  mildness. 

**  My  lord,  you  forget ! — Captain  Mervyn  saved  my  lifet, 
and  H  am  sure  my  fatl^  would  delight  in  paying  his  aeknow- 
led^^ments  imder  his  own^roof,"  said  Mistress  Sydney,  in  hesf 
liweet  irresistible  manner.  *'  In  fact»  sir,  he  would  have 
waited  on  you  in  the  palace,  but  that  he  has  made  a  vow 
never  to  enter  it  till  the  sealed  window  of  Whitehall  bo-^ 
iiay»  my  lord  duke,  I  say  nqt  thai — but  till  the  legalihr  of 
that  g^ieaJt  constitu^nal  sentence  be  again  acknowlMged  by 
a  free  parliament  of  England." 

''Oh,  you  are  the  hon-queller,  then.  Captain  Mervyn P" 
aaid  Monmouth,  in  a  piquea  and  sarcasiic  tonOf  ''i^I  marvjel 
you  did  not  kill  and  eat  nim  too." 

''  A  labourer  with  a  pitchfork  had  done  aa  well,  and  a  bear" 
ward  with  his  whip  better,"  said  Mervyn,  with  a  calm  smile 
of  contemptuous  indifference.  "But  takine  it  at  the  befit»  lady, 
it  was  but  a  Eoland  for  an  Oliver ;  for  if  the,  salvation  <^  so 
poor  a  li|e  as  mine  is  worth  remembering,  yon  saved  me  when 
1  was  drowning  in  the  Thames  that  night — ^that  dreadful 
night!" 

''An  oyster-smack  had  done  as  much,  and  a  psess-barg^ 
jzmch  more,"  said  Aurora,  with  a  playful  smile. 

'*  Oh,  the  delicious  romance ! —  tis  as  daintily  contrived  as 
anything  in  Cl^lie  or  Cassandre ;  in  fact,  I  never  heard  of 
any thiug  half  so  good  as  for  a  hero  and  heroine  to  save  each 
otner  turn  about  I"  said  Monmouth,  with  a  somewhat  tart 
fploasantry.  "And  to  crown  the  legend.  Master  Mervvn,  you 
mutt  turn  out  the  son  of  the  great  Emperor  of  Trebizond, 
lost  when  a  baby  by  shipwreck  on  the  coast  of  Elanders,  on 
your  way  to  learn  moral  philosophy  at  Athens,  firom  one 
Master  oocrates,  who  had  a  scolding  wife." 

"And  till  then,  I  exhort  your  grace,  and  all  other  men,  to 
respect  the  unknown  grandeur  of  my  parentage,  as  much  as 
I  respect  that  which  ia  certainly  known  of  your  own^"  retorted 
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Meirvjn,  ^d  Hw  doke^uhed  dark  wiftk'Us  moliBBtfliMta 
ifi  fab  faiee,  brtshed  liii  thidc  ringleto  ft^tn^Hi^iirfaii^  iiiit 
biliflg  hifiip)  fotfor  a momeot  rtRLckdambii  •  >f^iif  a'Jn^ruq 
"Come,  sirs,  tfasi  is  idle  ^uftary^** ^iMteroofaeioiAiahwy 
gasilhig,  but  inih  rridenialann.  M  Mj.L0lrd'clnitfidljd«^ 
lety^iii lj«ar7<ntr  fftT^oorite  ballad, ' Ifewi((y'f<iib»a# !6t»Qay- 
new  lUdiaa^'Tdi'^inals,  wiiidi  Mr.  JBspjf  oaktcbott^pT^iiip^ 
Flore9Cbme>  mon^naii  declare  on  t^eir  ionte  irAllfe  -swEEfclst 
eteriiedrdi^'  ■   '  •  •-  ''   ^'j-er-tJila  b  32  90 

-  '*'  Bat,  my  ATuy,*  ^wie  mnit  away  4»  tih^'odn<flifVi&^F«it  .iffiiA^ 
ncnpr-to  foUow  jovr  ftitiier  ^  tike  cnffee-iumm^kicnQii  nar  tiMF 
nothing  else  but  the  doke^s  return/'  said  LordiMfliei^ltt  li^ 
kind,  inddlfetLt  tone  •  of  «  fkiher  to  'his'  JwbaiittttAilALol^  I 
eonld  hear  70a  sing  that  lorelnm  ditty  all  day^iHUliiil^yg^ 
\mOi  bat  tune  heldf:  itot  tX  pfeaant  ;.%iiiiiJMrhi]B  liiibvtf^i^w^ 
t»  SMT  to  yon,  daiiing:^"  .  •      .   r-    v  L.  .v^.tifi-m*  j? 

•  T«<  dnwn  yon  ^Hll  eome  home  witifai  my:  ftih«f  aMk  daii  Mdi 
tte^and  I  will  aing  y<ia  both  ade^,  wm^thait  inft tteckMa^B 
bi^bd'of  ibe  '  Nut-brown  Maid,'  whioh •he^loveipwnfeftil^ 
ipid  Ixoofi,  deferriw  wi&  evidsnt  iafoytidffoiio^piia^ib 
t^rviewtfaxwablieitedL  .  i/'-C    .'^ixfafi^  awf 

'*^CHitW«  a^^too  BMay  in  the  faad,=&y>tLohid9WUMM 
aaSd  M<Miino«4h,  viaing  and  anatciiiiiff^lQsrwhiiWTV^  hak 
petted  manner.  '*  There  aare  aecreta  beftweeH'hiaiiiii^eB^^Hii 
WiD|ije0ty'fl  itsa  maid  of  honoicn  whkh' jjdfanit9Mt  ftsCBoa 
witilMiea/'*  ■•     •  •     '  .•  '  --.•i-tk  •i*."J#f  ;iam,t! 

"  "^^What ^Biean  yon,  my  lord?'' jaid-Ai^rtea*  ws^Eailidn 
dignity,  bnt  bhi^inff  T^y.deeply.  •  :-  :^  j.  n '.  ^  I>iic  ,2ihi;' 
O'^S&y,  faisgraee  botjesta ;  no  Tnag  date nattepAnbh  nwat^i 
in  eameat'in'my  pvsaenee;" ^aaid  LordBadadl;  lialnii^itsMBat 
^hat  I  ineaat  to  whisker  to  yon^'Annni^'^I'>9ciil'.ia(Xi£  ttiy 
stonjdb^ths^  it  ia  not  lim,  nor  acccMiiig^dthie  dbiroritaMHi 
ymn*  iatiiep^a  oommatkOB,  tcr  seoeivd  inyrnMBaapeia^fiUtiitt 
biig  by 'imy  of  hia '  aatellitea,  hOfeie^^hB9Hl4ril^lllaifJil»(ifaa 
|ir6a«Ht-iMtanoe/'. "  -  .  -.-.  'i  l.-i"J  vt:i  jij;:.! "  .onor^  T^-vai^ 
V  «^  Of  that,  my  lord,  add  of  ^niy  daily  Hcfmf  ITiiiiiil  Ifwlin 
beat : jodge/'  said  Mistraaa  BydiL%y,  MAkT^ontU:  !Hi>ibai[ 
xenee  >toiit  indeed»H-€rren.'iir''od3£b  ^OP-hMi  ,''linf  fli  TJrtiJQBgl 
prohibned  -ndahamimyevwo^  piy  ibqibIi^  itiAh  T^kidtf  it  daaf 
please  their  majesties  to  hononr  their'  aDixtctiaaRf(|truHfc4i» 
which  indeed  wottld:r41.:beiKttx{e'ia  ^eiitleinKn>rblSi^&tiA''8 
birth' — only  I  hafre  'pledg»^>isy  woid  'i'tnll^eon»n»ntt^4a 
him  the  veinwt '  aatwe  of  thoib'  lioiessiigeBy  bd^thco^  ^wdialqt&ay 

will."  ■    7  ■"  -'  :'i    ..    •!•/    •     .  '.  •     .      .^    X.^M'rV^    i^C 

'*  That  is  'eDoag^,  ieiiild^i  knowyonr  tatbeniag  littimtiija 
totnidi,'/  add  iSvdjBiiiBBell;  taking  her  kandiaad  jdaiiiiip.^ 
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jfMfe  iMid' iixgiit  to  comxQunicste  whicli  vd^-  not  biar  a 
parent's  inspectloh,  ^ou  ivi^  do  irell  to  return  wath -jt' JB: 
wnfelocfced  m  yxMir  boaotti  as  at  tiiis  moment/ ' ,  • 

i^t^£dniliot  ditir^  to  Ideftod  or  aeeme  mjFself  of  subbia  eba-ilg* 
-TaDir(to' batmjrinyoiwtt  nor  mf  maatorV secreta^' i£,l<]M^ 
ali^ipFarQ^edt&e  pupil lof  the  Je&va^,  ^mi&a bittesiaaiiife.  ?/  : 

y^if&aiB,  *MBif^  we  taibe  oar^  leanw,  for  tlie  p»»eedi]^  /vrill: 
be  at  a  standstill  with  our  absence,"  replied  Lord:J»2Saidi-.i 
'^fittw,  ji^  ktsd  .duke  1  we  Bmat  be  active  if  we.ironJUl  |»re- 
niMWi  ]goiir  ^iaee  haaa  the  oonse^enoeft.  of  the  danglnrnvstop' 

i  MondMatirflnilttA,  with  a  aU^ld;  ouii  c^^diis  Jiandaome  lip* 
aniis^JiilyMioA^of'  the  noetr^,.  as  if  intOontempt'Of  tiie^ 
4mi§em kwJiriatfd,  aad /jnade  his  «dien  ^irxdi'liMi  gtaeeftd  eaae 
of  a  practised  courtier ;  but  as  the  custom -utE  the  times -aniko^ 
mam  him  4nfar  to ;  sdoite  Hie  iadj-s.  dieek,  Menryn  was  en- 
aappBdMse^raii  iMr.T^itared  to  press  her  rosy:  mouth,  aod 
Wnk^passionatoaixUtar  whioh  «fex»d  her- tod;  forh^WKvter*! 
i«ig  iiiiiip]  fi  ifi  iBaaaddeooJ,  and  Iter  e^res  spadded  witk  mxj^ibias 
but  pleasure.  Finally,  howeyer,  he  to^  his  depoetare  with 
TdiMiiBttnhll,iind  m  the  door  el<»ed-<m  ^eir  retreating  stops, 
iatk  Mciiv3m.ifoflmKL  himself  alone  with  i^  lady^he  Woald 
kaie  i^imitim '^ovldto  nara  f<^owed  1i^ 
»JmA  Msmmiiiuto*s  profound  and  most  ttnphatie  paiuse, 
dumg  which  Aurora  seated  herself,  took  up  her  laiseworkv 
fliBfi^ifc  jdiiten^  and-fiaaHy^landng  at  Merry n,  kughsd' out- 
right, and  with  a  zest  which  hrou^it  the  t^ara  to  her  bridit 
«)»0>;aiid:<he»imiBth  was  Tory  far  from  diminishing,  at:  me 
lBNtAbled[Midlr.£b]iee4  attempt  Whmh  he  made  to  echo  it!i  •  *  -i, 
-///  Snmaii'mej  Mmeber. lojsryyn  1-*fa^  not  afraid  of  die  1. :.. i 
am-roii  vnMid;V  miid .  shoK  '^  laat-  "  il«^  in  truth  70iir4edcr  at 
iBirfidftyiaimA''atipoQr  St.  George  did  at  my  liont^o-jof 
mtosmW£r^IiliiiIi0Ju»d  beheTe  in:tls^^^  she  added,  sa  si 
gimrertone,  ''that  my  Lord  Busseirs  8uspi(»ona  aoretotallff 
vitlomKll^dT^eif^  i/rmHvSusfc  ihii£b  Ihat  the  itot  man  over 
Ba^h^li  Bnge^  wdald'.offfit  41^  uisitk'to:au  o^d  soJdior's 
iwightfr-tfr-jwfellj  (Mdstc&r  MaeTyn,ij<m-t^  not  perhaps  in 
snak  n  UmSji  fi;$Ar  wiU(?giie  ^mif  jnaw'  inafcnmienlr  ^t»  hcmour 
Aywr appiwdittfcianfcS :■?  { ?  ti"...  ••{  -'^f  -- - 
9  iDilib'aettM'hexsfilflwith  snohaKU^^  grace  at  the  wginalB, 
aft4jviumiag^oirer  >tUe  ikeys,  snddeuLyipourad  fbrth  a  sweet 
^flad:plaiiitiTe.<eld>mafo^ri which  til  MeEfvyft^toa^pestttossed 
soul  seemed  a  flood  or  light  on  a  billowy  sea.  Lost  in.  ft 
tounuftoaa  Izaawe  ^cf  adretTation»  he-gaa^  in  attcBt  raptore  on 
thQ»yoaDg.ai2eiK»> aAd  see^ied  as.  i^Hi/e/cOiild  hare  gased  for 
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erer  wiHumt  m  moment's  weariness ;  but  e^en  ia  tins  ^riioHHS 
leyene  of  love  mingled  bitter  tbou^ts  and  reeolleatitfin^ 
iDWTintiinly  associated  with  the  great  resrasblaiice  whseii 
Aurora  bore  to  her  father,  softened  as  it  was  by  ih»  driiwte 
finish  which  nature  loves  to  bestow  on  her  female  rnnatinnn 
The  high  profile,  the  perfect  nose,  1^  short  and  somewhat 
haugl^  upper  lip,  the  blue  intellectual  OTes,  ertti  tbsig^bin 
auburn  of  the  hair — all  were  so  nmeh  her  fathar'a^  that 
l£ar?7Q  w<Hidered  he  had  nerer  remarked  how  veary  ^ptadod 
the  resemblance  was. 

As  she  played,  Menyn  gazed  at  her  with  eyes  in  ^Mtk 
many  passions  struggled  for  expression,  and  altecnatd^  con- 
funfed  eaek  other^ove,  grief,  jeakmay,  doiibt--*but  atilihe 
gneedf  and  Mistims  Srdney  was  eonscioiis  of.  the  siimj. 
Her  voice  tremUed  and  wandered,  her  hoBaa  hteavad  Hkea 
frightened  swan's,  and  blush  chased  bkiah  over  her  fisce  and 
seek.  Finally,  tears  gushed  to  her  eyes,  and  she  bixilse  eff 
suddenlv,  and  then  turning  with  a  smile  and  a  deeper  Maah. 
she  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  vou  must  deem  me  mad,  Mmkeat  Me»> 
vyn,  but  when  I  tlunt:  of  these  rash  intrigaes,  aad  hair  aqr 
poor  father  is  mixed  up  in  themr-^ut  I  know  you  haveaaoM* 
thing  to  say.  Alas !  you  look  like  a  ehost  with  a  mudaraa 
its  mind,  whalring  its  liead  beeaose  one  nas  not  oovraga  eaongh 
to  ask  what  it  means." 

*'  Mj  Lord  Bussell  wasi right  madam — Ikaoe  a  rointiiiawoii 
firam  ms  majesty,"  said  Mervyn,  with  the  obdurate  oaikn  of 
despair. 

*'  A  commission !"  she  exclaimed,  with  vivacity ;  *'  it  smst 
needs  be  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  from  the  solemn  grandeKTof 
your  manner,- Master  Mervyn." 

>  "  It  is,  perhaps,  of  little  less  importanee,  Mistress  Sydtkey," 
said  Mervyn,  widi  tremulous  solemnity ;  '^  and  hero  asa  mf 
credentials." 

Saying  this  he  produced  the  casket  of  jewels,  watdhiBf?  her 
countenance  intently  as  she  took  it  from  nim ;  but  exceediag 
surprise,  less  at  the  gift  than  at  the  bearer,  seemed  tflae-^ptin- 
oq»al  expression.  She  did  but  glance  at  the  canously- wrought 
gold  of  the  casket,  and  then  s^  it  tremblingly  down. 

"  Here  is  the  key,  madam ;  the  contents  are  worthy  jaur 
inspection,"  said  me  youn^  courtier,  hurriedly ;  but  aa  ahe 
made  no  attempt  to  take  it,  lie  (^ned  the  casket  himself  and 
produced  the  guttering  contents.  Aurora's  eye,  nevertheiess, 
seemed  rivetted  cm  him  ak)ne,  with  an  indesoribablemingliBg 
of  indignation  and  surprise. 

'^  You  are  mistakoi,  sir,"  she  said  at  last,  with  a  eold  and 
unnataral  composure.    "We  are  both  strangely maataken ! 
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Hove  jewelB  aie  meant  for  Mistress  Gwjn  or  mj  ladf 
l>iiofaeBfl  of  Portsmoutk — ^bat  yoa  would  k&Fe  my  opinum  on 
Idle  load  P  Well,  they  are  foir  jewels,  but  the  water  is  noi 
pHR»«tfo«gh  for  Sy^ey's  daugflter—Km  with  them  to  their 
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^i  tefi  you,  lady,  l^iese  jittering  gewgaws  are  &om  the 
Ung^^&om  the  mooKrdk  of  three  great  realms — ^to  yoa,  aad 
yoa>  alone !"  replied  Menyn.  "  mt  as  a  mere  earnest  of  his 
»raDr*-H»  -sample  of  the  mme.  I  need  not  tell  ^fou,  lady,  thaffc 
he  loves  you  better  l^ian  a  whole  Golconda  of  mch  gliiteriBg 
ttsah !  and  he  swiears  you  do  not  hate  him." 

*«  Are  these  jewels  from  the  king  to  me— and  are  you  the 
beaver  F"  said  Aurora,  in  a  firm  but  harried  tone. 

*'  I  am  the  bearer,  and  the  jewelsare  yours,"  replied  Mervyn* 
folding  his  arms  with  stem  composure. 

The  daughter  of  Sydney  raised  her  eyes,  sparkling  with 
indignant  lustre,  and  for  the  first  time  she  met  his  gaze  un* 
bienehingly,  without  smile  or  blush.  There  was  a  deSd  pause 
of  many  seoonds,  whieh  mi^ht  hare  been  counted  by  Hhb 
ticking  of  tike  ancient  timepiece  set  in  the  carFod  dumnej 
£po»t.  At  last,  c<ddly  sinkm^  her  eyes,  she  said  with  a  slow 
andsofguuM  expression,  as  if  bidding  farewell  to  some  long* 
dbsnslied  hope—"  I  looked  to  see  if  it  could  be  the  Meryyn 
whom  I  remembered.  Well,  ^ou  haye  deoeiyed  some  better 
»eqiiainted  wi&  the  world's  disguises  than  a  simple  girL  I 
sm  much  bdiolden  to  his  majesty ;  'tis  a  princely  gift  I"  she 
continued,  liftingthe  jewels,  tears  standing  in heayy  dewdrops 
in  her  eyes,  "  How  oeautiful  they  are !  how  they  sparkle ! 
yet  after  ajl  they  are  onl;^  glittering  glass,  like  men  s  outward 
show  of  honour  and  faith !  WiU  this  chain  become  ma. 
Master  Mervyn  P"  she  said,  throwing  the  string  of  diamonds 
on  her  fair  neck,  and  placing  the  ruby  heart  affectedly  on  her 
bosom. 

^  Admirably,  madam !  pearls  for  Diana,  but  diamonds  for 
Yenfis !"  rephed  the  youth,  bitterly. 

**  And  wlukt  for  the  go-between.  Mercury  P"  said  Auroca. 
'*  At  what  rate  doth  a  man's  honesty  go,  at  court  P  What 
will  a  Mend's  betrayal  fetch  P  At  what  price  do  you  sell 
joat  sisters  there  P  I  would  not  haye  you  go  without  a 
reward !  Please  you,  sir,  to  aid  me  clasp  this  maryel  of  a 
bracelet.    Why, 'tis  one  mass  of  lucid  glitter." 

Meryyn  fastened  on  the  bracelet,  though  his  lips  whitened, 
and  his  hand  quiyered  like  the  needle  of  a  compass. 

'*  And  now,  sir,  may  I  ask  you,"  she  continued,  noting  hia 
agitation  wilii  a  woman's  qui<^  eye — "  may  I  ask  what  lucky 
lightness  was  it  you  obseryed  in  me,  what  fortunate  sign  of 
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Titter'^royihleSBnAss,  wbioh  enoouragod  yxAiPaQsAnffmi  ft^ 
nMSter to^believ^ this  prosexit woidl beaoee^rtdil^iciiabort 

**  His  majeaty:  is  notoriDutl^  &  SolonuMBiiti  0i|eh  hg&t  nuittHf 
&8  women'^B  IndinationB,  madain^V  tepli49dilie(rvTai&^ette^^ 
|natie<i  ^*  Ths  v^oIb  eomrt  obierv«a^and-ncft%a  j;ikiK>Ja^iMff« 
1^0  aieoevKtanoe  ef  ineense  ii*am  k>  gvctot  at'odiiuif ;.  ijronqmiii 
play  wittt  flKme  and  leave  the  gaabe*  iliiKkMlMBsl^  xidf^hat 
pavtieukx  ivns^mi  ysmajeBtyhfttk  £Grl^elie«iiiff  iiBSfajtoAfion 
ik4  xumeoeptalaiki  <at  jotir  Imnity 'a '  slnioer'  I  knaw^m^  bak 
tiDd  gBtt^al  li^htn^BB  a&d  eapvice  of  jrour'«^iiMidflmi^&^^': 

'^^  liigbineaa  !*M;aprieer1-^my  lightiaeM  I^^myi  jtopnbdi&iiiini 
T^u  to  'wfaom  yoiii '  ap^ak,  aiv  r"  exelaime4  ^ Adcon^if eq|(mM| 
Jokli  with  indignatkMDL.  **  Mj  Hgiitiiegt  1  dear  Memoir  Hsm 
I  Sv^  to  tear  atioati  words  mm  fctut  iBKmlfli^i-xBiiifcigftWl 
mol»T&mmlB^a&poken%  Isee  k  m  youf  e^ld  j^iloi<.>Bmi  km 
1&0  best  of  jawtimsDif^  if  better  fbUowd"  ?  •  ?  •  /     i  (  =  ^jixiu  / ' 

"  His  majesty/'  said .  M&vy&y  wiiOsa  pidMd  9^n£^ex!«| 
featores  so^  p^pesfinted  »  curious  coatwat  to jfee>lin«fln# jgitwr 
OIL  the  lady's  eheek  and  brow^— "  the;  king'siLBikjsdly^uaid 
encoaragedr^believes  so  in  yonr  goodnee8f***mn  mtisimvim 
here  te  a  paper  sigtted  by  baa  own  royid  faeaui^arliludpwfifi^ 
up- with  what  coMtiona  you  please.  AincauAekHi  t^^^foa 
makes  your  father  a  peer,  yours^f  DbeheaS'  of'/BBohiskited^'iui 
es^eat  whioh  his  maje^  is  aiudous'  toieofHte-xiEviiiott— 
wealth,  riekes;  powei>''*«  nit^DOiB  ctGWJir^rimi-iAyrpQtmfums^  m 
scaffold  /  Xhe  queen  dead  and  in  her  -oclffiiiH^oise  bm-^ 
your  ladyedup  may  wear  her  csroWB.-*        •.     '  ^'^  i  j^'"/  -- 

*'Oive  m»  tiie  paper^air  r  howm^ust ImevifttllieBffoiiaBbQaoB 
hoiioiirft  and  fo^TOursF"  said  Anrora,  bhiahing^jtind^  ]#2bi9  ^ 
i«pid  ^Jtemationt  "  I  eannot  fi|^t  ^'tiie  idng^ldaaiiteihe 
kmgy^ooirmpt  itarliamenis  for  tiiB  king^  wiitttimatttr4o>lf^b6 
tiiiftts  -rewarded  by  the  kin^,  when  he  s^fGiJrS'Cthei  psn^wfat 
bled  i^riiim  to  die  of  aba&te  ku»^  $*  'Akai  loHpavt  «9eD 
|fiity^  your  villanoas  paii^-bvar  ^Jdso  #slto«F  agkii^ 
ooimtry's  patriots,  or  betray  to  shame  tifeidBi^^hteaotf '^ 
Btonwno  saved  my  life  1^*'     ■•     .  \— r.:'t  I   ,* -^lo't  J 

^*  [Die  sernce:  is  mighty i<^aira;  madami- V  ilepliedi il^&n^ 
tremltoff  with  Bnger;'  *f  Oidy;to4ovo  iisd/ioog,  ttiij&iidiobeitpf 
my  late  iAdy  Casttomiine's'^apairtoDekiti^  in  the  ^uilabe^tlat 
israll."    '      ■'.-■!'  ■"'.v  '.*'  JAM --'•  *'>."•   -.'•;  ^w  "•■  ".nft  tjp:  ' 

"  Why,  'I  haroiSieaardt^tk^  are  itgiit -  ibjialk  bToMahddi 
silver  damlask,  the  meHBckti!h£iiiginfir  •*'  ^'^U^d  A^^ 
•strang^oalamessl    i^iuadis.tliis  allF  but  it  itiast<aeflm<iit^i 
to  yoa>;-tiifatmy^i8dcnibtleiis  kaiisditary^in  your'famfiy^  M 
I  have  t&i»^iBd8&rt\ine.td  be  deaopaidjBd  froma  hmLdre^aofei 
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ifiign  iDBiihlfl^rs.Tctio  hsare  ms&y  timofr  made  tke'  >e]xmix<  of 
S«atlakd>«]i  lJxi88<m  tke ibrowB  of  hisAnof^tora*'  >  Mj fp^biid* 
father  Northnmberlaad's  name  was  Percy,  and  my  &iiherVs 
mflttBiis  jSgrdiiejr)  .iika4(ri8>  ixfy, only  reply*    Tuilce  bade,  your 

;S^j#<^t.obj[edt...whom  Mb  dnehied  «iay  etmobla:..aii4 
lbnKOH]seif»;bidil»m»  when  hie  (next -sends,  an  ambaseatdoroli 
tadfr4n  fet]BBiikd^'lolThm.'ii^e  an  anee8try>  to  disi^ittce  T* " 
a.jMBBji^jiiJif<tood.aaif)j»qtanfijBd^ih  raffe-aAdidNoiie?  keoonid 
aotf  s|afljr//«ii]l  Anirora^^ko  waavaijuy  endeavonxuig  in  ket 
indigBatiootftociiQeksp  tkebraoeletev'at^lastibtKrBt  iiittotears^ 
anDdx&id)*kM[i:ffree(i&- aar  agony  <>^ -gMfim-kei^  kands* .  Then 
a^BB9hmjB^>suadenl|^.up«  Aa  eacdaimea,  *^  EooL  tk^t  I  am  to  ekovf 
imiiifitiBmeiil-JiiB  ttynnripe  aegaauiitaiiise:witk  the>w4nrld 
torooai^ttl ibas.  at)  BMn'a  baaenesa.  fiot  yoa  kaye  taught  me  i 
^[^Bal  lenoiNfand  db  thonkyott.  I  fook  yte  to  be  a>  noblemsn 
of  nature's  kenddiy,  but  l^findytni  apoosr  i&kottoiirableakn^, 
IftesadiBse  BdtiknDomkkm  kis  b9se  biitk !" 
Wdf:;^OKhaiulevf^erokeDe0 !"  said  Merryn^  quiieenng  ^as  if 
benaiatfa^ko}ikmM)^  ( 'f  But^  it -is  -  impossible  that  -  a*  ^oioi(n  in 
jEBBtooetiniki  rcneetso  xhagnifioent  an  o£Eer !  Befleet»  midato  i 
-feilAsab^i^Tit'^mDaf  anvay  aerovrik  I  Tke  €ailkfinn«  4>f -kill 
tnaeij^  toda^nti'Sknj  the  Eigktki  stood  not  ioBgi:'i&  tke 
ligkk^^jioidw^dove^  aiidH--^'' ' 

— ff^k/iE  cc^ipiakead ;  your  wages  dependoii  your  ausceas  V' 
•aid^AuxQBayn'YekelDMlBtly. '  ■*^  Sti^^  st^^-^l^rre  mi^  tke  i^aper^f 
I-'fiiSli  oeHii^Mdiiilt'  you.  Juira  done  ybur  Best ;  you  Bkall- JMt 
miss  your  kire."  And  snaftoking  me  pap»  slo^  Iwirbtd  jii^ 
wngirfanatwadltitiW)  Okt  feUhamng  woirds ;  ^- These  pieisenlB  are 
to  <H«t%  1k»r(lk^kiiie'a  giwsetb&tJtkeyiHabLkedmpbyeditttil 
P|dmiMfidv!<i^stT:#i&ioin  .ttf  y^laittnisly :  ^m»r^AWK^m 
&j^da^'1  j^kmlitiiai,  tkBOwkigittoMeFi^n  wit^  tkn^oasjcat* 
acaMeanig  iWiKxnbdlits  iSaibrfkit  on.tke^fiioor,  ake  ruskad  tot^ 
do«9,lvM|Bn|^  4BiliobbaB)giriu  mingkd  grief  and  xadigxAiinn>  t 
Vnt  ttfti^  lanebsd  it^!MeiTyii~einig^t':keF  kand  in  ar  cli>t(il( 
iiiiickosaaikild/ofiiinb. 'jur./'-'   ,>•  /.'n.-..<!  ->  .• 

''I  forgot,  I  foreot — you  lack  tke^rnkaui. !**••< she  sobb^ 
liwjwt^gfet>effqgt wiflptkafOtbieay^kaad-iondiBengage it.  •  "But 
^inflt>thiiftt(to.£rigktefci  ma9i-Iia^iSydn«7^«da%kt^^r^I  will 
aiof 'WkdObi^  air  h  UjBkaind;qpae,a  onilnodiK)^  Ijbosd  wko  will 
ckastise  tkis  insolence — glare  at  me  as  you  will,— if  you  were 
af^&iHnbed  if6l£il  fear  yoifttiDt.i;'^4b:>t(«Eytfim^:^ft6r  l^isJ" 
-  *vHeai^ixAe,i<Au|wra--^y<MC'i£^t'iMBc>aneff  said  Mervyn^ 
vtiictaieDi^i-  ^^HJesr  me,  and'  feritiilB  last :^ time.'  Ikftfio 
vr^ngfd^ou I  I  dared  to  think  Attbrnstem  tkat: tmaltk^ tkat 
»)  kill's  'umew  oould  tenqit  jaai^  Mtd^^^Mhiim>M  latlier 
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«&oiher-8  lipa  to  breathe  the  keafen  of  you»e!«-«I  TiiHO-km 
JOB.  dote  on  jou,  worship  jou  eweo.  to  the  pooarert  tiisig  yot 
emi^  on ! — ^Iwho  woold  dieto  win  ime  tear  of  yowoftrnw^ 
grave'— I  haye  been  the  tempter !  Can  you  not  £a.&>m  we 
black  depths  of  zny  degpairP  It  was  my  loye,  the  yerj 
desperation  and  madness  of  love,  which  drore  me  to  this  trial ; 
but  rest  satisfied,  yon  are  avenged.  You  haire  eamshed  for 
ever  all  the  hopes  which  bloomed  in  the  dark  desert  of  my 
hie ;  andhenodforth  all  is  useless,  cheerless,  barren,  and  sm 
as  death.  Yon  haye  dashed  me  back  into  my  netiaBgnas. 
I  aan  now  what  natore  meant  me  to  be  when  eke  scKt  « 
base-born  upon  the  eaarth — a. reptile  fear  every  foot  t&spomt" 

''It  is  impossilds — you  cannot  loye  me,  or  you  woaM 
rather  haye  plaa^ed  a  dagger  in  your  own  heart  tban  hs*6 
done  the  kind's  bidding  in  this  matter,"  said  Ajarau^  yeha>- 
menldy,  Imt  blowing  herself  to  be  led  back  to  her  seat^ 

"  !Not  loye  you !  not  love  you  !*'  he  repeated^  wildly.  "  Ok 
I  haye  loyed  you.  all  mf  life,  before  eyen  I  saw  yori,  §at  tst 
you  not  the  embodied  form  of  all  ti»)se  yagoe  dreams  of 
beauty  which  haunted  my  earliest  childhood !-— wkicii  I  soii^ 
yearmngly,  but  oh,  how  vainly,  in  all  thiopiB  that  paxtaksof 
the  divine  spirit  of  beasaty — ^me  lustrous  darknees  of  ni^ 
the  glory  of  noonday,  the  aU-refleeting  oeeaa  of  po^xy  is 
which  the  universe  mirrors  itself! — ek^uenee;  beitle,  music, 
pleasure  I — ^in  all  have  I  found  the  same  deep  void  wHdbi  oni^ 
love  can  fill.  Not  love  you  !'*  he  continued  with  wrbdferroor, 
and  throwing  himself  on  his  knees,  covering  both  her  htads 
with  burning  kisses.  ^'  Oh,  Aurora  1  I  swear  it !  I  love  yoB 
better  a  mulion  times  than  myself— -better  thaa  aU  tkmgs 
else,  here  or  hereafber." 

''  Go  and  tell  the  king  so,  and  I  will  believe  you,"  said 
Aurora,  still  weeping  without  intermissioEn.  "  T^  thien^bot 
that  is  for  evei^— farewell  I" 

She  made  an  efibrt  to  shake  her  hand  looser  butJMborvyi 
still  held  it  clasped  in  his  own.  ''  You  shall  not  leowc  nsr" 
he  said ;  "  you  shall  not  leave  me  in  utter  deaperafcioii.  I  am 
a  beggar,  a  base-bom  slave,  it  is  true — ^hut  I  am  hxmiBa  i  8af 
only  you  forgive  me — that  you  believe  me  I" 

"1  will  not — ^I  wiU  be  farced  to  nothing,  -siri"  she  toe- 
claimed,  and  at  that  moment  the  sound  of  approaefaiiif 
footsteps  was  heard.  "Oh,  rise,  rise!"  she  contmued,  if 
agony.    "  It  is  my  father— I  know  his  step^-rrise,  rise !" 

*  *  JSTever — till  you  prcmouace  my  f  orgiven^sn !  I  eamiot  dia 
better  than  now  and  nere,  if  he  shiy  me !" 

"  Well,  well,  I  forgive  you  and  Wieve  yoik— oaaly  tell  ii* 
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Uttjg^  I  hnbe-  him"  elia  said,  httiriedly,  and  he  sprang  tip^ 
fgeootaglier  liand  to  bis  pale  lips ;  but  at  l&e  same  moment 
tiid  door  swong  open,  and  tbree  or  fonr  gentlemen  made  tkeir 
aff  earaaoe,  foremost  of  whom  was  Colonei  Sydney. 


CHAPTER  XLVn. 

THB  DUELLO  17NDEB  THE  ANCIEN  B^GIMB. 

BwmwBTLY  as  Merrrn  arose,  it  was  too  late  to  skun  deteo- 
tioQ,  and  be  stood  as  if  fiebtningt-stmck,  wbile  Anrora  Yaizdy 
aftsninted  to  bide  ber  gnsning  tears. 

.   **  Heyday,   what  is   berer"   ezelahsed   Sjrdney,  after  a 
silence  of  sereral  minutes,  bis  eye  elaacing  from  bis 
r  to  Merryn,  and  tbence  to  the  jewels  which  hty 
scattered  on  the  floor. 

f*Ifatfaing,  notbing,  dearest  fttber! — ^notbing  but  that 
Master  Mervyn  asked  my  opinion  on  these  jewels,  and — 
aad-^I  overset  the  casket. 

'  *^  Jkad  this  chain — how  came  it  round  your  neck,  Aurora  P— 
■<M*aiid these  bracelets?"  said  Sydney.  "Why  by  Heaven,  I 
stsw  these  diamonds  at  the  Hug's  jeweller's.  What  manner 
^ knave  is  this,  here,  flaunting  nisoase  liyery  in  my  house?" 

*'  It  is  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  spoke — but  be  calm, 
Sydney  P'  said  the  Lord  Bussell.  "I  see  it  all;  doubtless 
ixBt  is  a  present  from  the  kinff !" 

'^And  you  have  accepted,  it,  girl!"  thundered  Sydney, 
tnifimg  colourless  with  passion. 

**  Jfi^e  yourself.  Colonel  Sydney,**  said  Mervyn,  in  a  mood 
of  tranquil  desperation,  and  lianding  the  carte  blanche  which 
AxDPoraliad  filled  up  in  such  bitter  terms.  Sydney  glanced 
at  the  sienatore,  and  his  eyesight  seemed  almost  to  fail 
him,  for  he  gave  it  to  Bussell,  exclaiming,  "Bead  it!"  in 
m  deep'  and  gai^nng  tone.  But  Monmouth,  who  was  also 
there,  matched  ana  read  it  aloud,  with  strong  emphasis 
<n  every  epithet.  Brave  as  he  was  by  constitution,  Mervyn 
tEM&bled  when  the  colonel  turned  his  flashing  eyes  upon  him. 

'^  Spy !  slave !  seducer !"  shouted  he,  at  the  pitch  of  his 
Tttweml  voice.  '^  Think  you  this  roof  shall  protect  such 
Mseness,  thou  worthy  son  of  the  blackest  scoundrel  in  Bug- 
kmd'i — draw !" 

And  his  sword  flashed  at  Mervyn's  breast,  but  the  young 
eonrtiear  neither  drew  nor  budged  a  single  indi. 

"  No,  no  I — he  did  it  but  to  tay  me,"  shrieked  Aurora,  cling- 
ioKg  to  her  father's  arm,  but  he  cbiahedher  aside  with  violence, 


McU^farfom  aiur  one  iK>td(iiiijfce]:£E!se,j^9aa^liU,|l 
withia  •«i.bajjrs  breadtk  o{  MexYjiCs  bre^^ 
flinched.'  .''     ^ 

"  Strike  1  Colonel  Syiiney/'  be  saijLt.,^  ..^ 
anns«    *'  X  aaknowledge  tlw  tliese  lew^  P^ 
tliat  I  brougkt  them»  and  tluvtjpiir  daughtei:  jEu^^ 
ihjsm  with  «»rn.    Strike  1 — ^i ihall  notbalk  ji>u| 

"  J!iro,QokmeL  tii0  iainatter  for  ^  J<>vu^waviOT|j^ , 
Monmouth^  ftavancing  and  drawing  w  jgiy;y;i^^ 
flourish,  -  ..  "    •     -  ^/fl- idT7 

.,  *  •  Hovrard,  «Ld  oae^tlmL  are  both,  r^i^j;.'*.!"  '"^ 
Knsaeli.  "Colonel  Sjdney,  this^ia  neittbeir:; 
tim;©-^fop  heaven's  sake^  consider — ^your  daij^Bjfcy*^* 
^iust  needi  ^juS^t  in  aoj  3uch  brawl,  be  the  fru^!ii|S 
.  "  This  pandaroW  rogue  ia  not  M  food,  for  a']^ 
sword,"  said  Howard,  witli  supreme  contempt,  ^M; 
of  manner.  ^'Bogues  like  these  are  best  con^  ' 
cudgels  of  one's  ^^lets— -ho^  Ealph»  John^  Ducas  t  | 

"TSly>  fly,.HervTn,  if  youwould  not  JdE jni'^^ 
cUnging  wJdly  to  her'  father.     "  Oh,  g^»  ^<>^ffl^ 
let  mm  p^  \**  ahe  eisjclaimed, as  two  orihxee  Wi^ji 
by  the  greyhaired  butler,  ran  in,  alarmed  %  tj[' 

"Kick  the  Villain  out,  and  send  hi^.lr^^  ^ 
shouted  Sydniey.  *  '5  He  hath  insulted  mj^  daii^l^^: 

ras^aiai."-  -  •,  .     •       ■    -  i- ?  ^-y-i'^K 

"  Prithee,  airs,  value  your  lives  so  far  aa  no5 
arm^a  length !"  said  Mervyn,  with  a  demur^  * 
ner  which  effectually  atopped  the  warlike^ 
lackeys*  "  Farewell,  colcmel ;  Vou  will  J^ 
whm  you  have  xnore  leisure*,  and^  perhaps  ii 
.wa^  not"deserving  of  ihis  bitter  rebuk>V^*  4 
3iave  ev«r  bononred  joii,  a^d  will  to  %^  l^Uj 
f  Vrcir  liickless  life."       ,  ■         "  >  —rt/jy 

"  Sja-y,  siy,  take  your  jewels  'wift.yoijir/"J^ 
(^rtt&cate-T-you  inayi^s^tit  in  youu  pat^Q^I^^: 
Sydney,  mastering  Ida  pa^aaon  "withii  s)6^ng' 
jpmg  tne  point  of  his  weapoflu    Jje^tjinlti^j^^g    ^. 
tbe  chflia  an4  ^v^p^V^vi  |is  &^^^&'r^gfj 
sively,  and  wjute'  as  ^jipw^t^itKieryp^^^^  — 


with  his  hand  on,.|te.i^ilt  of^jxik  sW^^^T-bTjfefl?^ 
, him  obstruction.  ..Mf  jprossed  .  the  law^^      a,  i^Ww^ 
and  as  he  W4siat  L^  i|Loii;i^ht  he  <^ould  h  put  m  nnrog^yj^TB.  _y_  ^^ 
laugh.    As  lie  leaped  into  ihe  saddle,  the  bu^^  raoio  limi 
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iieffl&rlieiird  nhfhe^d&i,  but  snatching  the  cusket,  he  diifiheft 
'^fatf  i^^ui^il^to  hiahpry,  and  was  almostinstantl^  out  ^f  si^htt 
^^g^fiiidj^e^riie  cb;gfra  thoughtsiduch  crcwrded,  upon  him 
*""     hklyifllopW^^^^  would  be  ahnbst  iinpoi^ble. 

'^  t^sentin^t  at  the  uistdts  which  had  been  heaped 
ij.wcmdifer  at  his  ow^  fbllr  or  baseness  iH  iap.a&r^ 

toi'  offii^jb  whi^&ad  so  justly  mrawn  them  down ;  ainaze- 

%  tW  i^tiranke  avowal  into  which  he  had  rushed,  of  p 
wUQh  imijiT that  inoment  he  had  never  imagined  held 

)^eii^' swa^^inlm  breast---wh6^^^ 
aci^icf^led^d  t6  hikself ;— dll  liiese  fedingst  asiailed.him  bf 
turns  a^m  Trasses. .  Thi9^^^  in  which  his/conduct  must 
a^j»ear  tb  iSy^ej  and  hi^  daughter,  struck  him  in^  ii  new 
kna  appal^g  |lare,  and  yet  withal,  the  c^rtalnl^  which 
he  'nbw;  JtitdT  of  Aurora's  contempt  fo^r  his  royal  rival  was 
in  i&elf  i:  ^bn^ol^on  ;fqr  every  ill.  Then  he  reflected  with 
bitter  jmd^jiQiaw^ig  sb^^  On  the  avowal  he  had  na^, 
iSM;!i&^'me  outcast  beggar  and  bastard'-—  had  dared  to 
loii^i'&sd/bndjiB^toi  the  princely  Sydneys,  the  grand- 
datigMef  of  th^  great  Northumberland !  Iliat  she  had  no^ 
n^^'l^  witS  supreme  scorn,  he  only:  imputed  to  the 
£foi^i(ft]L^(^  the  previous  emotion  he  had  raised  m  her  proud 
l£i^iit;Sirh^^  intensity  absorbed  ail  minor  passions. 

A^n  Mervpx's  thought  concentred  into  one  focusr—h^tred 
dfniTimpemf  pral)  and  he  determined  inst^tly  to  make 
h^l^-jEb  dh^r  in  the  inisery  he  had  caused.  On  arriving  at 
thidpiGiiiDe,  however,  he'  found  that  the  kin£  had  set  off  sudr 
i^^j'^P^T$j  ip  open  the  parliament  wmch  he  had  sum^ 
l&On^  ^l^re^the  last  of  his  reign.  The  sudden  return  of  tht 


^:^  mdnxt^        tiind  tidings  of  the  bold  projects  a^dot  hj. 
I^w^ur  p^y  "viidch  supported  him«  had  prec 


^w^iir  p^y  "Mdch  supported  him«  had  precipitated 
fhis  departure  pj  a  few  hpnrs.    But  Chiffinch  remained*  irit& 

lemmSm  Metvyn  was  to  fdlow  the  king  to 

^kforil^  n^^  >Tl)Lf  latter  made  no  delay,  and  th^ 

]ie^m6^i!}bMrsiEiW        ^intei^g  Ihe  ancient  city. 

'  ShS#^'  ti^'sittiii^'lia^  as  y^t  been,  the  parliament  had 

^^mM'^t&':^ok^^  spiifit ;  it  was  evidently  in  the 

*^  '^'bf^thfe'  j^^  resolved  to  push 

, ,    ^yiiiio^  tb  m  fiiiaiesi;fb<ni3Bds. .  The  Oonynons  elected 
to'^Qjtdus^s^  idtS.iSie  Lcirds  on  Fitz- 

Irnrni^^  iin^sM3&en|,  and '  in&dduc^d  *  tbeir  beloved  bill,  ex- 
tjludiig-'thie  IJiike  of  Yori  frbin  the  ^accfijissibn. 

..Mei'vyn  found  the  usuaUjrqtdet  and  t^^  changed 

into  fOi  arena  bf  tumult,  and  ctow^d  "with'  khded  men,  for 
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the  London  members  went  to  Oxford  wttli  a  nxxmerons  body 
of  well-appointed  horse.  Parties  seemed  pretty  equally 
diyided  in  the  oommonaltj,  the  exdnsionists  bemg  mstin- 
gnished  by jpnrple  ribands  in  their  hats,  with  a  lackered  tin 
Sibel  of  «m  Popery !    No  Slavery !" 

Meryyn  found  the  king  taking  his  chocolate,  and  still  in  Ids 
brocade  morning  gown  and  sHpners,  attended  by  two  or  three 
of  his  impopnlar  ministers,  and  some  of  tiie  loyal  g^tiemen 
of  the  neighbonrhood.  He  seemed  to  be  in  a  very  moody 
temper,  speaking  to  no  one,  and  the  conrtiers  were  whisper- 
ing around,  none  daring  to  break  the  silence,  when  Meiryn 
entered.  Charles  noticed  him  directly,  ^m  his  riding-dress, 
which  he  had  not  time  to  change,  and  a  smQe  suddenly  lighted 
vpp  his  dark  features.  **  So,  Master  Mervyn,  from  your  dm- 
Bion,  ha  P"  he  exclaimed.    **  What  news,  good  or  badP** 

**  Nav,  very  bad,  my  liege,"  replied  Mervyn.  *•  Your  hawk 

gentle  nas  proved  a  haggard,  and  the  falconers  cannot  hn 
er  to  the  jesses  with  whistle  or  meat." 
"  Say  you  so.  Master  Mervyn  ?"  replied  Charles,  scanniM 
his  pale  and  care-worn  features  attentively.  "  WeD,  tiioogn 
it  be  unjust,  'tis  the  world's  way — ^to  reward  the  messenger 
according  to  his  tidings,  so  thine  will  be  something  less  tma 
a  dukedom." 

He  then  rose,  and  making  a  sign  to  the  courtiers,  all  re- 
tired, making  a  profound  obeisance ;  only  Mervyn  remained, 
and  the  kin^,  with  an  appearance  of  much  emotion,  desired  him 
to  relate  all  that  had  happened.  It  may  be  readily  imadned 
that  the  youth  kept  nothmg  concealed  out  his  own  outbmst 
in  the  affair,  not  a  single  phrase  of  contempt  used  by  Sydney 
or  his  daughter  escap^  his  vigilant  laemory ;  insomuch  thit 
Charles  stared  at  him  in  dumb  amazement.  It  was  a  sort  of 
balm  to  his  own  wound  to  enlarge  on  these  unpleasant  partico* 
lars,  and  his  satisfaction  increased  when  he  saw  how  Charles 
smarted  under  the  lash.  His  swarthy  complexion  grew  of  a 
fiery  red  when  Meryyn  produced  the  paper  and  the  casket  of 
jewels,  and  he  smiled  with  a  dark  and  revengefhl  bittemetf 
when  he  read  Aurora's  •*  certificate." 

"  God's  Kfe !  these  people  grow  too  inBOlent,**  he  tei4  •* 
last,  folding  the  paper.  "  But  the  time  is  coming  when  they 
shall  know  who  is  master  in  England ;  and  I  swear  I  will  so 
avenge  me  on  this  presumptuous  daring  brood  of  Sydne/s, 
that  men  shall  in  after  times  quote  them  for  a  proverb  of 
royal  vengeance.  But  think  not,  Master  Mervyn,  though 
you  discourage  me  so  much,  that  I  wiU  give  up  my  chase.  I 
lave  now  the  additional  motive  of  revenge,  and  I  needed 
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none  to  8{yiir  me  cm  to  impossibilities  raiiber  than  fsLL  in  sub- 
duing this  haughty  beauty.  You  may  retire,  Master 
Mervyn." 

The  young  oourtier  obeyed,  and  during  the  remainder  of 
the  short  stay  of  the  court  in  Oxford,  Charles  took  little 
3kotioe  of  him,  and  his  favour  was  obyiously  on  the  decline. 

Meanwhile,  Shaftesbury  and  his  colleagues  obstinately 
pressed  their  bill,  aeainst  the  declared  resolution  of  the  king, 
and  it  had  passed  the  second  reading  when.  Charles  resolved 
on  that  extraordinary  measure  which  is  one  of  the  phenomena 
of  his  reign — the  dissolution  of  a  parliament  which  had 
scarce^  met.  This  surprising  step  of  prerogative  suddenly 
broke  all  the  plans  of  the  popular  party,  dispersed  their 
powerM  union,  and  put  an  abropt  termmation  to  the  in- 
trigues and  crafty  machinations  or  Shaftesbury.  The  court 
xatorned  immediately  to  London,  leaving  Oxford  in  a  state  of 
the  wildest  uproar. 

The  day  after  Merry's  return  to  Whitehall,  a  new  trouble, 
0a  which  lie  had  not  hitherto  calculated,  joined  itself  to  his 
previous  embarrassments.  A  large  pile  of  bills  for  various 
articles  of  dress,  and  his  splendid  uniform,  lav  upon  his  table, 
with  modest  requests  for  payment.  Now,  although  Mervyn 
was  ostensibly  in  the  receipt  of  a  very  handsome  salary,  ne 
had  not  received  a  single  broad  jjiece  of  it ;  and  such  was  the 
utter  confusion  and  disorganization  of  the  government,  that 
it  seemed  very  doubtful  whether  he  ever  should.  His  brain 
was  holding  a  sort  of  committee  of  ways  and  means,  not  with 
the  romantic  hope  of  discharging  the  mass,  but  in  assigning 
little  sums  as  a  put-off  to  each,  when  an  unexpected  visitor 
made  his  appearance.  This  was  the  Lord  Howard,  glittering 
in  one  of  those  magnificent  garbs  in  which  he  delighted,  of 
violet  velvet  and  suver,  whim  showed  off  his  figure  to  advan- 
tage, for  he  was  still  remarkably  handsome,  though  worn  with 
deep  traces  left  by  a  long  course  of  profligacy. 

^*  Bon  jour,  man  cker,"  he  said,  throwing  himself  negli- 
gently into  a  chair. 

"  My  lord,*'  said  Mervyn,  after  a  moment's  surprise,  ''allow 
2iie  to  ask  to  what  I  am  indebted  for  the  undeserved  pleasure 
of  your  society,  which  I  meant  at  another  time  to  have  desired 
JUL  another  place,  for  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  part 
it  pleased  you  to  take  in  a  recent  transaction." 

"I  did  not  intend  to  please  you.  Master  Mervyn,  but  my- 
«elfy  in  that,"  replied  Howarmy,  coolly.  "  I  wait  upon  you 
on  behalf  of  Colonel  Sydney ;  choose  your  weapon,  but  if  the 
sward  hits  your  fancy,  here  is  the  length  of  my  friend's,  and 
the  breadth  toa" 

2b  2 


W6  -      'WHI-mF^iA^.T        .jjjq    ^HT 

.,  f  Oa  behalfrof  jColoael  Sydney !"  vep^%iQ^.]!lf^^^cyf^  i^^ 

"4y*  you^ftxenpt  so  surpyiaed;  at  that,  M»§t^jM«jOTB|i 
gaid  Howanl.  "  You.mHst  needB  Myp  CQSJo^t^^jed^UMitji^ 
colonel  would  not  put  up  with  such  an  s^oixi^^j^ii^^^ 
offfsrj^dU^ hn  l^if autxful  daugbtOT ;  ^»d ^iiicb, jypur^f^p^/Bupis 
too  high- totffi  gotat,  you  must  fight;  as  yKeM  a%jW<i8>  ftSOTI?x 

"I  aift,  content,  i».y  lor4  to  &  so  affmi»i;:iailat]^#pfti¥» 
Englatid;  tufc  ColoA^l .  Sydiney— ypursetf  inriPairtiRW?»^«p» 
Mw[y»i  fiercely, ,.:  ;     ^  ...     ■■.•■■•.  w-'-Mr,  j^  i^iij.Ti^: 


am  ohiq[€^d  to  yo^  for  the  OTefewaice,,j^,j^^r44w<l 
^Qwar4  calmly;- "hut  at  present  Finust  do  inyi<^jt^^«^ 
ejtnploy^^  aad  Xrequest  you  to  choose  your  weaii)»s,r ^;- 

"I  will  not  fight  Colonel  Sydney,'*  said  ,]^i^n^^  Witi} 
ffeigned  indifference.  ;  ,    .t^v^i:  \= .. 

*'  Kot  fight  him,  sir !  then  he  will  cane  you  la  4Qi3Q<e^ii& 
presence/' said  Howard,  vehemently.  .,      ,  .f./j 

^'  Teil  Colonel  Sydney  from  me,"  replied  MenrYXh,  r?^ 
visible  agitation,  "  tnat  lam  not  so  guiUy.,aft.hej»Tj|mg^1te^.^ 
i  cannot  as  yet  prove  mine  innocence;  meanwhuej»,J!^j^^l^p|Q^i 
tp.savemy  lHe,lift  my  swcard  against  his."  . . ,  { ,  w-jf-ynJ^i 
. ,  **  Konsevse,  it  will  not  do ;  Auropra  has^fauc^ .  ^-f 
father  believe  this  stuff,  and  how  should  you.P.".s#4 
^o^gly.  .,    i        -f.f.    ^'T»<77  J 

.  "  3ut  teU  the  colonel,"  continued  Mervyn,  *!  if ,h%mEa(^ 
me  any  other  opposite,  yourself,  or  a  better  maurili  wilT&lKt 
iaumroer'g  day  to  pleasure  him."  •  .;  ,    ...J'T  . 

"  Bah.!  bah  1  you  are  not  fool  enoiug^  to  a^^pt  i^v  <^.  tmok 
to  balk  the   amdr  with  this  blustermg  dastardy,'\,^^li0d 

.  ''JOrawthen,  or  you  are  no  better  than  ^a.  OAadx./jbg''^ 
stiputed  Meryyn.  now  thoroughly  enraged,  ^d  ^wS^up 
I^:&ew,hi»9Wordwithafla8|,  :    :  -    .|yr,^,. 

,,*fj5f<xfc here,  certainly ,5  I  am  not  to  bftfool^.i^'lmyi^ 
m^<hand;s1^:aLck  off  for  drawing,  in.  the  jdng'S;P]i^i:^u^^jaiiQi 
Soward,  ni^ither  rising  nor  assuming  ^j  i^lt3Dtd^<i(;if  ^(^m^ 
'^  But  if  you  are  really  serious.  Master  Merryii^.i^L^V^^^  ifpi 
fight  with  Cdon^l,  Sydoiey  «t  a^y  piice,  J  acquit  y;^^mil' 
\enge,  for  I  shall  be  most  pj^ud  APah^ppyto;doli^Us^r^4i[i^ 
justice  on  your  insolent  bast^^hip^aDia  to  ^peaiJ  in.  tii^- Ijjit? 
a£i  her  champion^."  ,  j,,   ,     i    i-    i   .      .^ .        ji -V 

"  Ihis  evening,  then,*— in  thjQ  .^11 T*  exQlaunf^  Merjyni. 
colouring  dar]4y*.:  "fc9mise,me,  or,  jou  shall  not,sti^;^W 
thischamW."     .  .     .  '    '[] 

"I  do  pi^omisein  bttfe  .from  no  .terror  of  your  thjreate^" 
replied  Howard;;,  "  t^hall  see. Colonel  Sydney  in  a&.tiQuri 
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ki^fl*  cSfjri 'wlierd  We  arie  iointeet'on  this  matter  of  tlie  dis- 
solution ;.  and  J.  eaii  readily  put  him  off  with  some  exertse^ 
aa^tEd.!  Von  are  inclose  attendance  on  the  Mng  id;  pribsent. 
Bfetjh&t!  Twrhat  is  that  at  the  door  P— 'tis  someuiing  louder 
fBM  *(  wench'iif  rap."  • 

^'^  M^r&n'sheAXIi^d  Mg  BtrorH  htirriedly  as  the  door  opened: 
aM'i  &&,  figfioT^;  Wrtipped  hb.  a  lon^  military  eloak,  Im  (?6tdi- 

gnftgif^  '^ncealAd  bjr  a  black  visor  aird  a  hatiigbg'  jhim^ 
^ped' boldfy^in. '  He  started  back  a  step  0*  t^  Wheii  l^ 
saw  that  a  stranger  was  present,  but  Meryyn  readily  rp 60g^ 
id^'^the'ling,  by  his  peculiar  gait,  ana'lh^  moilientarY 
dfii^nihg  'of  his  miantle;  which  rerealed  his  rich  garb  ben^a^. 
C/hiffinch'Wa$. behind;  in  a  plain  burghs •di!^S8,  suir  iv^i'tisnal 
-vi^  hiin  Vhen  he  attended  the  kin|  on  Ins  private  ekcur- 
sions,  of  which,  like  Haroun  al  Baschid,  but  se'Idom  with  such 
gek^d'inoMVBjf,' lie  was  Very  fond. 

"  Come  iu^  Master  Fenton,"  said  Mervyn,  with  ready 
^hels^Iligelic^  r  ^'  here  is  only  a  gentleman  who  is  taking  his 
4:b^d^eompiemy  away;  and  you  have  come  in  time  to  diiare  taf 
tfeffiottsiiess/*  ■ '  .  '  "     ^ 

'harles  glanced  scratimsing^  at  the  figure  bdBt)ri&  him^  imd 
:lirf^  f r$lfeing  his  hat,  thr^  himself  into  a  chair  at  the 
Jdtf^r  Whence  he  looked  perseveringly  xatil  the  Lord 
oward  departed,  which  he  did  after  a  survey  which,  rally 
^d  "^e  fdfsl  etriosity.  Mervyn  escorted  him  to  the  head 
-the  stairs  with  ceremonious  civility,  and  as  thgr  parted; 
requested  him  to  expect  him  at  tiie  nlace  of  anpoin&iextt  titf 
^Ktk,  as  he  did  hot  know  how  long  ne  might  oe  detained  by 
ihekidg.  '     '  -  ,* 

"  Was  that  old  Charley,  then  ?  I  thought  so,"  repK»d 
flowed,  sAilfij^.'  *  **  But  how  he  alters  in  everything,  etfcn  in 
pers^  V'  His  mee  grows  blacker  aiid  blacker,  Jike  his  tetany 
and  his  debauched  youth  will  have  the  cmel  and  retnor^le^ 
4^WTfWritfS,  if  we  do  no<?  choke  him  betimes.  Ti^ey.say 
h&h^B  alrMily'gOt  his  island  of  Caprea  in  these  Hulbei^ 
(Shtfd^,  06 Wnslbly  kept  by  that  infernal  hag  of  a  witch-devil; 
<gff Mdl^€¥esW61dl»^  '         '    •         •  v 

im?Vyii  p^d'  mde  m^\i6lx  ii6  tMii  effusiott  of  loyalty,  for 
Wm)B^  B^t/t}i4d  id  bo/t^^  kiftg's  business  with 

bifl^' ittlifi^  di^g^i&e,  and  he  returiied-immi^diately. 

"  Yonder  was  my  Lord,  Howard,  ha !  Mervyn  ?"  said  the 
k&g,'  fiSaipljr;  «id  fie  re-ettteiiea.  '^  **-i;ifh6ught  no*  friend  of 
i&Sn^  eot&orted  wi'di  sueh  a  ratfk  ro^e'  bf  the^fauftion^  as  that, 
ha  1  But  Chiffinch  is,  I  am  afraid,  right ;  you  are  but  half- 
hearted ^th  us,.  Master  Mirtvyti;  'toid  think  to  run  with  the 
hire  and  hunt  with  the  houiicfe  at  once4    This  Wfll  not  do ;' 
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ke  who  is  not  with  me  hetai  and  soul,  u  against  me  heart  and 
soul,  and  I  will  trample  him  or  he  shall  me." 

"  The  Lord  Howiird  is  no  Mend  of  mine,  sire,'*  replied 
Mervjn ;  '^  so  far  to  the  contrary,  that  he  hut  now  wmslierB 
with  a  challenge  from  Colonel  Sydney  for  the  part  I  took 
lately  in  your  majesty's  behalf." 

'<  A  challenge — omph  ! — ^and  yon  hare  accepted  it  of 
coarse?"  said  Charles,  with  an  earnest  look  at  his  yoong 
captain.  *'  By  Heaven !  Mervyn,  yon  could  not  do  xne  a 
better  service  at  this  moment  than  to  rid  me  of  ihait  old 
pestilent  right  honourable  Don  Quixote  Junius  Bmtus  of  a 
cursed  old  leveller  and  Cromwell  man,  with  his  republic  in  the 
air,  and  his  dangerous  projects  on  earth." 

**  !No,  sire,  I  have  remsed  his  challenge ;  I  cannot  raise  mr 
sword  against  the  man  who  saved  my  life,"  said  Mervyn,  wm 
affected  calmness. 

"  Saved  your  life — ^trulv,  truly,"  said  Charles,  with,  evident 
displeasure.  *'  I  heard  for  the  first  time  from  Chiffinch.  that 
your  intimacy  at  Mistress  Sydney's  had  been  of  soch.  long 
standing :  and  there  are  not  wantmg  those,  Master  Mervyn, 
who  insmuate  that  your  pleading  the  other  day  injured  your 
.  client  rather  than  your  reputation  for  eloquence." 

Mervyn  coloured  deeply,  but  he  made  no  reply,  and  Charles 
seemed  still  more  restless  and  dissatisfied. 

"  Why,  man,"  he  said,  "  Colonel  Sydney  will  think  littie  of 
caning  you  some  day  in  the  park,  or  at  the  playhouse,  or 
mayhap  in  my  very  presence,  if  you  refiise  to  meet  him  like 
a  man.  But  1  warrant  we  will  bring  down  his  pride  some  of 
these  fine  days,  and  make  him  glad  to  market  his  submission, 
since  he  can  do  no  better.  But  put  on  your  cloak,  Mervyn ; 
we  are  for  a  sally  to  the  Mulberry  G-ardens,  for  old  mother 
Hecate  there  writes  me  word  she  has  added  afresh  young 
rose  to  her  garden." 

This  was  the  first  time  that  Mervyn  had  ever  been  asked 
to  accompany  the  king  on  those  scandalous  rambles,  in  wiiidi 
he  too  frequently  indmged,  and  though  his  heart  swelled  h^h 
with  loathing,  he  did  not  venture  on  a  refusal ;  but  Clu^^ 
noticed  his  hesitation. 

"  Come,  Chiffinch,"  he  said,  with  a  malicious  smile,  "  I 
trust  we  shall  put  Master  Mervyn  in  better  humour  with  his 
excursion,  when  he  knows  whom  we  shall  see  at  ihe  end  of 
it.  Guess  me  my  new  love*s  name,  and  ifyou  hit  on  the  rig^t 
one  within  the  hour,  I  will  make  you  a  ETnight  of  the  Garter 
at  Whitsuntide. 

Mervyn  mentioned  a  variety  of  those  to  whom  he  had  seen 
the  king  pay  attention,  but  not  the  right  one,  as  appeared 
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&oxa  the  extraragaiit  peals  of  laughter  into  which  both  his 
page  and  himself  Tbnrst. 

"  Thou  wouldst  guess  wrong  till  Whitsuntide,"  he  said, 
at  last  J  "  *tis  even  thy  impenetrable  rock  of  virtue,  Aurora 
Sydney !" 

Had  it  not  been  that  Charles's  attention  was  turned  on  the 

sUttering  river  below,  he  must  have  augured  strange  things 

firom  the  start  and  sudden  paleness  whim  covered  Mervyn's 

face.     As  it  was,  the  tone  in  which  he  pronounced  the  word 

'  Impossible  !*'  struck  him  and  he  turned. 

"  xou  sh&ll  see  that  anon,  Master  Mervyn,"  replied  Charleff, 
coldly.  "  I  mean  not  to  say  that  she  is  there  by  her  own 
good  will,  but  she  is  there." 

**  But    by    Fhat    marvellous   contrivance  ?*'    exclaimed 
Mervyn. 

"  It  is  all  Chiffinch's  work,  aided  by  cunning  old  Crea- 

wold,"  replied  Charles,  and  the  gratified  page  bowed  joyfuUy 

to  the  royal  glance  of  approbation.     "  Sydney  is  at  one  of 

the  factious  meetings  in  the  city,  and  Chifuich  got  a  Jew,  one 

Hlkanah^  to  imitate  the  colonel's  hand  (which  he  can  do 

xnarvellously  of  all  men),  and  writes  word  that  chancing  to 

meet  you  on  the  way.  Master  Mervyn !  swords  were  drawn, 

and  you  came  off  the  better,  leaving  the  old  gentleman  for 

dead  on  the  path ;  but  some  charitable  squire  picks  him  up, 

and  removes  him  to  his  own  house,  where  he  lies  in  great 

danger,  and  sends  two  or  three  lackeys  with  his  coach  to 

bring  the  lady  directly.    And  so  off  comes  Mistress  Aurora 

in  a  fit  of  distraction,  and  is  now  safely  lodged  at  Madam 

Creswold's." 

Mervyn  grew  still  paler,  but  his  resolution  was  taken. 
Decision  was  one  of  the  marked  peculiarities  of  his  character, 
and  the  pupil  of  the  Jesuits  perceived  that  on  this  occasion  it 
must  display  itself  in  act  but  not  in  word.  He  even  enforced 
a  smile,  and  protested  that  it  was  the  most  excellent  plot  he 
had  yet  heard  off  among  all  those  that  plotting  age  produced. 
COiarles  exchanged  a  bitter  smile  with  his  obsequious  page, 
and  then  arose  to  proceed  on  his  laudable  enterprise.  Mervyn 
threw  a  cloak  over  his  own  dress,  and  followed. 

They  left  the  palace  b;^  a  back  way,  and  found  a  hired 
coach  waiting  at  the  door,  into  which  they  got,  and  the  driver 
was  clirected  to  the  Mulberry  Gardens. 
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;  Tqb  f^»deitm  disimgu3Bk»d  by  tbe  aibo^  jAe§aii3^f«^mk 
-neip  aiOD»  pfsriod  the  £Ei;ro«nta  nttortof  aootffjaitiiwniiitoi 
ih^  '«nYe«i  who  went  to  eo^oy  tbe  4eticulnr  fimlt  £ribiiAil^ 
they  were  long  faoootiB ;  but  the  «0E3Fi]p4^Qii  oCititoigrlic 
i^Tolved  even  thil  iimooeHt  aad  mtioaiftl  .ipkim]»,jiMii^ 
l^Lxiibeiiy  GflirdeoB  were  now  fireqaentefd  ori^hfiA/iitmkbt 
g[  bo4hee3(ea^  They  oceupied  ihe  pcesent  ate't)ft3i»iggi«B 
Palace^  ead.on  the  descent  towardB'  St.J^pflMw'B,  .)tQK>d.i 
honBe  which  had  once  bekm^ed  to  fiome  JCndnnt  madAmaO' 
able  &Bulyj  but  waa  now  in  poesesnoit  of  M^nk'.OrescQld 
It  had  a  peenliar  garden  of  its  own,  aqiomted'  ftntH^ 
mnlberry  groyes  by  a  high  paric  paling;  aBd-^^n^H!  pmB| 
thioi]^  the  f<»nn6r,  they  arrvred  at  a  wiokit  wnidb^oisuw 
them  into  the  immediate  pnrliena  of  the  mansion. 

Chaorles  led  the  way,  with  «  practised  ^i^t-  Hmtn^  the 
windings  of  a  email  but  very  beaml^i^  MtdeD;t^flBe]9Bfi* 
he  went  a  noeegay  of  eweet  fbwers.  £[e,«q«iied<  tb  hrit 
^  gayest  humour  possible,  and  Mervynfcdltn^ifecb^iskiarfliMoi 
of  resolved  despenakon,  which  even  allowed  hkft^tor  Ia^»^ 
bandy  wit  with  the  king,  the  better  to  conceal  lBk»:*pUBpa» 
in  his  hearts 

A  taU  building,  with  high  gables  and  ^roieoting  wiadiom 
stood  at  the  end  of  a  row  of  elms,  and  up  thai  they^wendad 
^eir  way.  As  they  proceeded,  an  old  woauim  hobiUmg  on 
oratches,  appeared  nastening  to  meet  th^A. .  JEler  xM  ^^ 
miffht  be  about  forty,  but  she  looked  neari^-ft^aeore^oliier, 
and  her  body,  was  bent  almost  dotible.  <  Atifwht^oov^- 
tiBmance  was  one  continued  pucker  of  wi^nUea,  iB^d-the  ^in 
ijiy  in  bajs  round  her  jaws,  while  her  lipahad.tilirrficirsr  fitflbr 
ness^  anther  eye  the  moist  spairklp  of  pei^etualriBlKisiQ^iiot* 
A  heap  of  tattered  grey  hsm  hung  roiutd^-hcr-headi^  ^ 
hidden  W  a  mob  c&o,  but  she  wasveirygigauHybe^iMedia 
laces  ana  velvet*  This  was  HoU  CreswoSk  j  biik  how  «fatagBd 
by  disease  and  debauchery  fromr  Wiwlfepawe^inbradved  it 
the  bi^;inning  of  this  his^lfQiy,  yonbg,  £reelu  andlhaodsoiBfr! 

''  Oh,  Mr.  Eowley,  such  a  to^doT  'oxek&ied  the»  W^a*^ 
as  she  approached.  "  Such  a  to-do ! — ^I  thou^rt.  J  nrastiiBve 
gone  distracted !"  •  •. -' 

"  Why,  now  now,  goody  P"  said  Charlear  shaiqi^tr  .  - 

"  Oh,  dear! — ^the  poor  thing  has  been  in  fainting^er^ 
since  she  arrived  and  lound  out  the  tnek !    'Tsnia  at  nach  u 


ure  could  do  to  keep  her  aJiye — ^in  vain  I  pomted  oat  her 
haroineBS — she  woolq  not  hear  me^  and  she  is  now  sobbing 
and  crying  like  the  tain.     •     ^  -  < 

"  Poor  sonl !  I  must  go  and  coinfoirt  her,"  said  Charles, 
pfixtfcing  his  nosegay  coqaettishly  in  ms  breast.  Mervyn's 
Uothit  iM^hdM^  bttt  hid  wetid  ndt  fl' W6rd%  Cha^lids  foioked 
tediiftirooiiibrvssed  Und  hloocBLeM  feAtores,  and  inodohed  t<j 
ttiAaeif;  whoC'witli  crridefil  relnetonde,  msde  tif^  to  MtirPpk, 
atti.  ifijntedhM  to'esl^  some  ftuit  and  di?i&k>  a  bottle  of  wmb 
miOiiliim  wttt  arbbnr  «t  hand,  wMdi-Wtts  kid  out  inih  some 
soeic  ffflmiBiitiDi^;  Jlwvfu  nodded  tnei^hiimdiliy,  Aiid  will[ 
&add)eimlv6f^  lttt&  and^seom,  CSuries  tnxi&ed  amy,  mnttJer- 
i^gj.^^filo.ifitmfhet*'  in  a  low  bitt  verf  a«id^e  tone.  He 
tiMniritoioii  W1I&.MM.  Oretfw«dd  fbir  giad«. 

'.^Bbe'-yoiaig'  convtier  watohed  his  master  in  p^<^oimd 
^Bitm»iSk  hb  disttpftearedin  ^e  house,  and  Ohiffin^  treml4ed, 
liwwwk;  he  pretended  to  est  s<^ne  peaches  in  the  loboitf 
twgy^iiigffiiliyr  Bat  '^hen  Merryn  ttsmed,  he  involnntorUy 
started. 

oi^  16titer'Ch]0liich,  yon  seeM  fetid  of  peaches,"  said  he,  in 
flMaoe^'of 'calmdetennination.  '^Contmnia  to  ^at,  and  ^o 
}muti  shall  teppenito  you^bat  dare  to  Mkm  me  ohhr  one 
ilepsf^wboit^ihe  least  alarm,  and  I  will  return  and  staib  yott 
itis^ban' timesi'with  this  dagger."  And  he  drew  a  long 
^Msssai  frtrta  his  belt. 

**  Lord  save  us.  Master  Mervyn!  you  do  not'  intend  to 
bnm  iAat  IdiigV  najesly  P"  8«id  Chiffinch,  ihrinking  down 
isi&  fear;  • 

-  *'  i  wSl  save  Aurora  Sydney,  though  it  cost  all  the  kingb 
iXLeaMkn  ^d  Merryn,  his  eyes  sparkling  with  rage,  and 
sinking  forwfflrd.^ 

'*■  Master  fMsap^n,  look  to  it !— you  ruin  yourself,  and  dd 
no  eoodtb  Mis»>S^chiey!"  exclaimed  Chiffindi,  chitic^hmg His- 
dbw/  bit<  rsfinquishing  it  instantly,  as  the  youth  tumed 
^eaeso^roQad*  ^  PriUiee,  glaye  tiot  at  me  like  a  mad  tiger — 
IQtoil  yoQ^as^^'irleikd,  Master  Mervyn,  your  interference  wilt 
cadyhrinj^  down* xom  <)& yotHf  oWn  head.  The  king  is  in- 
ftBBwdiof  ^sM'yxMir  tteadotis;  a^d  'it  is  to  revenge  himself  on 
vonlhatifaehHs  browht  ^im  tdi  b^'&li  it  were  an  abettor  in 
Lis  tnoeesaf.'.  ]3utuf  yon  take*  it  mzietly  and  behare  like  a 
jeiotihtbte  man,  -Master  M^<vyb/  his  majesty  will  doubtless 
panbn-yoiiyiaiid^" 

**  Wretch,  slave !  withdraw  your  loathsome  hand,  or  I  do 
the  hangman^s  business  on  you  and  smite  it  oSV*  shouted 
Merryn* 
*  V  I.  warn  yoa,  sir  !«-the  house  is  haunted  by  a  banditti 
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who  would  9B  soon  throttle  yoa  aa  dogs  a  rat  V  e^Krivmei^ 
Chiffiiu)h. 

"  I  care  not — avoid  me,  toad,  viper^  reptile !"  aaidMerryn, 
Aialiifig  him  back  with  yioleiieey  and  atading  rapidlj  up  the 
avenae. 

''  He  will  do  some  madneafih—the  atrosg  idiot  I"  gcoaned 
Ghiffinch.  *'  Master  Merfjity  for  your  own  aajbe,  roah  not 
on  destnicti(Mi.  'Tia  aoaree  a  fortnight  aince  g^ropins  about 
in  the  dark  I  found  a  lellow  hanging  in  one  of  their  wararobes, 
and  his  body*  waa  donbtlefls  shomea  into  a  duathole  williaat  i 
80ul  on  earUL  being  the  wiser.  Master  Mervyn!" 

But  he  had  disappeared  behind  some  trees,  and  after  t 
moment  of  intense  deliberation,  Ghii&nch  determined  to 
follow  him  at  a  respeotful  distance,  hoping  that  tJie  youn^ 
man'a  rashness  would  have  cooled  ere  he  reached  the  house. 

Merv3m,  however,  arrived  at  the  portal,  in  a  mood  of  in- 
oreaaed  instead  of  flagging  desperation.  It  was  completely 
overhung  with  vine  and  honeysuckles,  which  filled  the  air 
with  a  sweet  perfume,  though  he  heeded  it  not;  but  on 
attempting  the  door,  he  found  that  it  waa  douUe-bured 
within.  Conscious  that  it  would  be  useless  to  tiy  and  enter 
by  legitimate  means,  he  looked  round  for  some  window  by 
whidi  to  enter ;  but  he  found  all  those  within  reach  secured 
by  massive  iron  bars.  His  quick  eye,  however,  noticed  a 
slender  staircase  window  at  a  considerable  height,  dooe  to 
which  waved  the  topmost  branches  of  a  fine  cherry-tree. 
His  resolution  was  taken  instantly.  Clambering  amon^  the 
branches  with  ihe  vigorous  activil^  of  youth  am  paaaion,  he 
gained  some  of  the  highest,  which  were  so  slender  that  they 
seemed  scarcely  able  to  bear  a  child's  weight,  and  then  by  a 
desperate  spring  he  caught  the  sill  of  the  window.  Here  he 
hun^  for  a  moment  at  full  length,  but  by  means  c^  the  pro- 
jectmg  ornaments  below,  he  gained  a  footing.  Lujckily  the 
window  was  open,  but  so  narrow  that  it  was  with  difficulty  he 
thrust  himself  through. 

He  found  himself  in  a  high  landing-place,  which  terminated 
in  a  flight  of  dark  stairs,  down  which  he  passed  without  a 
moment's  pause,  and  found  himself  in  an  o^en  gallery.  Ai 
the  same  time  he  thought  he  heard  the  king's  voice,  and 
listening  attentively,  he  distinguished  that  he  waa  apeaking 
in  a  low  soothing  tone,  interrupted  by  sobs,  apparently  of  the 
person  addressed,  and  then  he  plainly  heurd  the  abominable 
hUTiHialiiTtg  voice  of  Creswold,  which  sounded  like  one  who 
was  coaxing  another  into  taking  poison.  Merryn  had  no 
doubt  that  mese  speakers  composed  the  group  he  sought,  and 
following  the  sound,  he  reached  a  sort  of  gilded  bakony, 
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>Terlot>kmg  a  small  Imt  yeij  beautiM  garden,  fenced  in  bj 
bigfa.  palings,  siinoiinded  by  a  broad  moat,  oyerhuBg  hy 
leulows,  beyond  wbicli  were  lihe  extensiTe  woodlands  and 
par^  of  Clioendoa  Hxmse,  or  Hyde  Park,  as  it  has  sine^ 
been  denominated. 

Immediately  below  Mervyn's  point  of  sight  was  a  s;^ectacle 
wliicli  enchained  his  eyes,  and  mled  his  heart  with  gnef  and 
indignation.  Beelining  in  a  state  of  insensibility  in  an  arm- 
chair, in  which  they  seemed  to  have  borne  her  to  iJie  open 
air,  lay  the  peerless  form  of  Atororo  Sydney,  her  fiar  hair 
hanging  in  disheyelled  masses,  her  dress  disordered,  and  her 
countenance  pale  as  marble.  Charles,  Creswold,  and  a 
ntimber  of  ^ndily  dressed  women  stood  about  in  Twrioos 
attitudes,  with  ooidials,  burnt  feaiiiers,  vinegar,  and  other 
restorathres. 

Mervyn's  first  impnlse  was  to  leap  the  balcony  into  t&e 
garden  below;  bat  suddenly  a  thought  interposed  that 
;^ucked  him  back.  What  rignt  had  he  to  interfere  P-— and 
how  did  he  know  that  his  int^erence  would  be  approved 
erven  by  the  lady  herself  P  All  that  he  had  seen  might  he  but 
a  farce,  a  resistance  meant  only  to  increase  tiie  violence  of 
the  passion  it  opposed.  He  stood  fixed,  and  in  a  moment 
took  a  new  resolution,  which  was  to  ascertain  Aurora's  real 
motives  and  intentions  before  he  took  upon  him  the  Qoixotic 
enterprise  of  rescuing  her. 

"Nonsense,  Chit^!  what  folly  is  this,  chicken P"  said 

(>i^wold,  as  the  lady,  reviving  slowly,  stared  around  in  the 

wildest  terror,  and  then  with  a  shriek  of  utter  despair,  burst 

into  a  passion  of  tears  and  sobs.     '*  Ya  stand  in  your  own* 

light  iiya  but  knew  it.    A'  should  like  to  know  what  lady  in 

the  land  would  refuse  such  a  chance  an  she  had  it  P    Lawk-> 

a-mercy !  tis  next  to  being  queen  of  broad  England,  and 

better  too,  fbr  one's  the  substailce  and  the  other's  the  shadow. 

What  a  to-do  about  notiiing !   I  should  like  to  know,  madam^ 

if  you  consider  yourself  beiier  than  all  the  ladies  of  the  court 

put  together  P    And  keep  vour  own  secret  and  no  one  will  be 

"Ae  wiser.    Oh,  if  you  only  knew  what  I  know,  ya'd  see  it 

oaily  takes  a  little  caution  to  be  as  virtuous  as  the  best  of 

tiiem,  marry  come  up !    But,  Master  Sowley,  I  am  ashamed 

to  see  you  on  your  knees  like  a  great  bashfVd  boy,  when " 

"  Tat,  dame,  what  can  I  do  P — she  is  fretting  hers^  into 
fits,"  said  Charles.  *'  Dearest  Aurora,  be  not  afinaid,  for  on 
my  Bonl  I  love  you !  Marry,  what  can  put  the  httle  moose 
in  such  a  iremour,  seeing  that,  though  her  king,  I  own  myself 
the  humblest  of  her  slaves." 
"Bestore  me  to  my  fi^er,  sire !"  sobbed  Aurora,    '*I  will 
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nofc  star  hero  «noi2ieT  momeni>^I  will  rattierK^  1  '^^RieMii 
myfauttrP  I  do  not  lore  7611, 1  hato  ^oni  '^l/iwilltiiee^ 
father.  Oh,  you  have  betrayed  me  here,  wretches,  \)v£^ 
Bey"  will  xotDse  idl  En^and  to  resctteixa^.  'Ta«rr&wd  ^itan^^et 
TBBffi,  indeed  yoa  hi^!  and  I'wifi  tdl  HOtGuii;  J^tMii^^^^ 
notl  Oh,iishy,  why  hftv«  y^on.  htcmigtitimt^ifi  iMtiosiiSi^ 
place  P'*  :>/r5iJiiT  dn'^upij 

>  o  ^  Hoivihle*  plaee,  qtiotha  V  ^zxilaiitt[e<d  lOrbMfoldai^ffi]^, 
audi  'should ^e  to ^ see;  a  handscaaieiiHor  jb^ttee^oetofitaiM 
'i^hlTiJuneiit   ott  ^Ihis  <ncte  the  water  t  ti^fionrhd«l  ^iifiei 

^  ^'^  iB^fcoe,  hmff  1"  Badd  CSkftrles,  sharjKly^;  Jaifa^ii^iiMnyto 
iio&edAto  one  iS  humble  deference,  ha  eontuiiidd^^^'^W^^ijn'ei 
I  hrenj^t  you  here  P  Alasi  dearest  eeeaABit^^xietfdN^^ 
a  question  wtiieh'your  ^own  heart  'Bro&i  su9&}ie9M^5[LalLB» 
Because  1  love  y«U)dote  on  youj  wbr»h^  vbuiii  beoadsef 
^ahie  you.  more  wta  nry  crown^^^Haiore  ibail  ahaitibWd  Tet 
be  sot  f earfbd ;  I  mean  Ton  no  havm; 'yoitr^ftctiiet^siiniif 
danger.  I  swear,  I  would  rather  die  tlum  suffer  one  Is^dt 
tikat  beaop^tiftil  head  to  be  ixrjured.  B^t  I:waftt-g3nGrustcMi£ir 
me^  to  hear  reason.  I  know  tltti  the 'traxturqMbr^Ttt^ 
from  pleading  my  cause,  for  which  I  bribed  ths^neip^m 
ejoidearonred  to-suppioht  mi^-<*<-*-«"  ^.i  itj^jb  asw  ?3i-!i5iiJ 

^^Bcibe  him  I  not  wi&  yom?  ewiwA:  I'*- OTfih»nfcgd?  Joobfi; 
iiarnmg  with  flashing  eyes  tipon  the  mo«daro3b;dw£KfiilRSf0tt»> 
able  ami  would  hare  scorned^  loKthed,'^d«3piffied*3iEe(t>&w^ 
calcidataQilt  had  he  fbvnd  that  I  yielded-  bvt  alwislsr  laintUE 
of  encouragement  to  your  infamous  ;pa8ekmy  hih^'l^'  ^£7r      .  ^ 

'''You  see  mad,  k^ !''  said  Charles;  dsrkeiliiigfJfHtiF^uiger. 
"  Deem  you  that  ^rer  a  courtier  pre£3r£«ai  hiib :>  henour  ito  Im^ 
interest  P  And  if  he  jo^tendect  toloYe  yourali  efidALdmidden? 
asl  am  told  he  did,  it- was  in  <ihe  2Joaiint&  te^bfonibedif' 
weddiD^  the  rich  and  beautilbl  Budwsbi^rityhfooiid^TWw' 
I>)>70tinsed  to  make  you,  and  doisti%'CHJi6onlitiitei£fa|^ 
liffii^nikr^urably  to  the  stHt^ef  aimknwfaa  wivdULMto  »ske 
you  eTen-the  <^ieen  of  Engkndr':'  .^^  oii;  oj  qis  bsJooiT'i^^ 

''On  the  sudden,  say  you  on  the  sudden F". ^^nEtanroMtel' 
Aurora^^  with^TehecoeiiDeu  i^*'iBff  }fkBdimB^ie^kieitfBaaiwi 
moment  of  horror  aiid'odtMng8vdBfHtdn^^d:>fiBie^' Jl^ 
time!  .  iWhi^h'eoaaoiigiydmf^tQZC^higi]^ 
he  alone,  at  t^t  dreraml  feastiatirWiadBOi':^  <  j^ 
sir,  hear  1116^ and  if  fyouhav^>l|  oiin'sltea^r^iidleajIMamenDnilMP 
iiistaiit/    Iitdll^y^u^'I  hnre  IhtmY'tdi)  h  andJ  <iralIAiarmrl6aif * 
dealhs^as>onidty  «anideTisei>ai^I  wiH  be^'fake'te  htxbiBithi^ 
poorparticulai<-te^bqt'ona«miletha  . 

.  '^Bantatam^^ho^«rrer^h^a»d4%tehajulHlato 


THB  HUBlIBSr  <1ASDBNS.  t75 

k'MwCM.    ''^Jffmt^y  til  it  ifE«:e  me  I  Trould  soon^briBg^  her 
^mn':i6r6^aNrhtir  hagk  BightsL    A'd  teach  her  to  coonei  to*  the 

}OtMhib  imemedi  to  pauses  as  if  ntaking  aa  efi&st  to  oontrol 
dfir.Wadbiivlnit  ^ete^wnbot^withm.  hearing  to  whom  ereiy 
fteie^ofi  tlMlit  paaakmate,  otttbursfc  was  swieeter  than  lAie  most 
eloquent  music. 

r^A Jfe^amj^T  aaidiOhailMw  in  a  tone  of  foi«ed  cahn,  ''I  am 
fU^A^j^vmjidr  makmg  Bie  so  uiireserv«dly  your  ooufiditeti 
[>ahfa^  Idi&mjAat  toadrto  crash  jhat  mars  my  stgawlwrtkg. 
£'ou  say  you  lore  this  shoe-tie  of  mine,  this  skipjack  of  my; 
PQtrt^^JlIieKTiya'F'.  J  seek- your  adyaaoemfint/do  you  seek  MsiP 
i>n.^oii]r^i^Bi»^iitioa depends  even  his  Hfei  This iano" age <^ 
itasip^^vtaighing  justiee ;  and  you  may  remember  that  hd 
\eni  jfl^Helpuf^li^iia  in  Godfrey's  murder*  Befuse  me,  and  I 
riU-bsag  1^  head' to  the  Uook,  as  sorely  as  ever  your  &her 
imd  hialmendt  brought  those  of  mine ;— ^aceept  me,  amd  I 
frHL-make>ihim''your  husband^  vnih  a  dukedom  for  your 

'  -^^^MOBi/fviasf  jk.paiise  after  this  extraardinary  proposal-'-*ts. 
[pi'idkkfp'Wtm  unlwokeQ  sUence  for  neariy  a  minntev  and 
mi'si^is  nreto  £xed  on  Aurora  in  intense  expectation; 
[es  was  standing  in  an  attitude  of  earnest  entreaty,  bu^t* 
tjka^knk  i&iditMiamer  of  Avxon,,  the  overwhebmng  socm  and 
iadigSDrtiaiilwhiciiL  ilkiminated  her  beauty  with  a  load  of 
oefestial  tfififoeiiMas:  and  scom,  the  omrFed  lips,  the  beautifial 
nosisife:  institttDt  with  contempt,  presented  an  an^earanoe 
which  was  Sublime  m  it»  passion  and  beauty. 

^^Essin^Kmi  do  jrou  take  me  and  him,  kmgP*'  she  said  at 
last,  in  a'tcnci  oC  intharing-  aconau  "  Are  you  a  man,  and  dare 
you  thi&k.ithal  a  man  ^ooold  be  so  base  as  to  accept  such 
fathonksstinfinlyF'  Haxik  you,  8irl--sooner  than  be  the 
tbingycttt <w0dll make  met>,  1  would  oheeri^T shared tiiatr 
pflygjijiihath  ixfx contempt  snd  bitterness,  as  toe  wedded  wifei 
of.  tl»  msRilJloTtdy  ^uf^  he  were  -the  poorest  beggar  that 
erer looked  up  to  the  sun  to  curse  itslight in  ibe de^eratioU' 
(tf  hiajiiiaaiy.^: 'f    -J    - 

*>'*Miant''fooL  yoa»;  child  i^  fM  a  find  hard  crusts  break  a 
bQd(f'siteetJft^"'iaad  CnSswioHi  sneerii^ 
'  '^  Youtthm  rejeot- my  j6ffierv> wUdt  £  wSh  jwres  repeat, * '  said 
Gharksi  wi^  gloomy!  soleinrnty^:  .f*  Mia^  me,  giril  you  are 
iio;kitter«ofiHietting.with  the  good^um^ured  eareiess  king, 
I^.Miry  Jiionaiidi,  as  they  call  md  iU'Whitef^riarsI  A 
chiage  has  eome  over  my  aatnre**«*^ur  .fikction  haa  at  last 
made  me  the  tyrant  they  nalre  (ioloa^  represented  me*  The 
Stuart  hk)od  in  my  reins,  which.  icaa.>  wool  to  flow,  so  lithe- 
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aamtljf  if  tigdokeniiig  into  •  inid  as  blaek  m  J^aro'-B  I  Isvwr 
to  you  I  will  hftve  jour  lover's  bead,  and  the  heada  «o£  W 
England*  if  you  dare  prefer  any  one  to  me." 

"  I  haye  but  one  answer  for  you,  sire/'  x^olied  Aavoia»k 
a  less  excited  tone.  ''  I  am  Sydney's  daii|rbter>  and  I  vi 
die  rather  than  dishonour  his  name.  In  mescy'a  nam^  do 
not  drive  me  to  that  pass !" 

'*  Well,  well,  don't  make  suoh  a  potiaerom,"  inteiposed  Mn. 
Czetwokl ;  **  diStamak  people  haye  different  tastes  ;  but  if  lo 
be  I  waa  his  mfgeaty* — ^well,  yon  qnality-people  don't  ]ikit  to 

five  things  their  proper  namesr— but  I'd  soon  see  how  kng 
'd  stand  list^oing  to  a  £rothy  roondhead  cnration  from  the 
daughter  of  one  of  my  father's  Gut-throate.  X  should  hka  to 
know  what  mercy  GodoneL  Sydney  ^owed  to  bia  mar^ped 
majesty  of  blessed  memory,  when  he  voted  his  head  off  h 
flhoolders !" 

"  Leave  us,  Mrs.  Creswold^"  said  Charles,  striding  hastiiy 
up  and  down  the  mssplot,  like  a  man  that  is  forming  luj 
resolution  with  dimculty.  "I  am  resolved — I  have  ckto- 
mined — ^you  tkall  hear  Ifeason,  Mistress  Sydney !  You  ve 
wholly  in  my  power.  GreswoLd,  take  your  women  and  yovr- 
self  away,  while  I  strive  to  reason  this  pret^  pieoe  d 
obduracy  into  common  sense." 

'*  Thrae's  old  Bowley  again  I«--a8  well  be  hanged  for  a  sheep 
as'for  a  lamb,"  said  the  bddame,  with  ereat  glee,  and  maldo^ 
s  signal  to  the  women,  they  all  trooped  off  to  the  Louse ;  b«r 
Aurora  sprang  after  them,  and  seising  Mrs.  Greswi^d  by  kr 
bunchy  sacque,  she  exclaimed,  in  a  voice  of  the  wildest  ooft- 
stemation,  *'  You  shall  not  leave  me  alone  wiUi  thia  wicked 
man ! — ^I  will  go  with  you — Oh,  do  not>  do  not  leave  me,  deir, 
dear  Mrs.  Creswold  I" 

"  Nonsense,  diild,  you  are  a  little  sknpleten,  and  don't 
know  your  own  hide,"  said  Creswold,  blandishingly.  *'  Cobk. 
come !  you  rumple  my  good  new  saoque  with  yonr  elutdiii^ 
—take  her  off,  Master  Kowley,  and  away  with  me*  wenches.' 

But  Aurora  dung  with  frantic .  energy  to  ilie  old  woomB) 
and  even  flung  her  arms  round  her  neck,  shriekuig  and  in- 
ploring  compassion ;  and  Qiarlas,  iioritated  bw  her  reaistaaoe, 
tore  her  away  in  his  arms  with  violenoe,  ana  smothered  het 
eries  with  his  lioentioos  kisses. 

In  her  diatraotion,  Aurora  eaUed  on  her  father  and  <» 
Heaven  alternately,  and  at  last  on  Mervyn !  Whether  it  iras 
that  she  caught  a  gUmpse  of  him,,  or  merely  firom  the  iastiaet 
of  despair — ^but  as  she  pronounced  iihe  name  it  seemed  as  if 
it  was  a  spell  to  being  lum  iiom  the  earth,  for  he  was  by  hflf 
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Bide  mill  tlie  rapidity  of  ligktnin^.  In  an  inBta&i  CharleB's 
ettbrace  wtta  wrenched  off,  witn  a  violenee  to  which  his 
r<^alty  was  but  little  accustomed,  and  Aurora  was  clutched  to 
l(£eftyjTi*fi  breast  with  all  the  energr  of  love  and  desperation. 

OreBWold  and  the  women,  as  weU  as  Charles  himself,  stood 
far  »  moment,  as  if  petrified  by  the  suddenness  of  ^le  appa- 
rition. 

''YBlain!  what  means  this  imKdeneeP"  said  Charles,  at 
ladt^  staring  amazedly  at  the  fierce  countenance  of  the  youth 
heitffe  him,  no  longer  a  submisfiriye  ooortier,  but  an  exas- 
perated rival. 

"  It  means  that  your  majesty  is  but  a  man,  and  I  am  but 
another,"  replied  Mervyn ;  '*  and  with  this  advantage,  that  I 
aan  honest,  and  you  are  a  villain  and  a  tyrant ;  and  if  you 
doubt  my  word,  advance  but  one  foot  fartiier  to  harm  this 
fair  innocent,  and  try  if  your  royal  skin  be  adamant  against 

"  And  are  you,  sir,  the  new  Don  Quixote  to  repair  wrongs  P" 
99aA  Chaiies,  ^iriously.  **  If  so,  unsheathe  that  iron,  whidi 
methinks  you  keep  something  carefuUy  in  the  scabbard.  Ha, 
tatfdtar  \  do  you  draw  on  the  ling  P" 

And  with  a  rapidity  which,  under  the  circumstanees,  was 
treacherous,  Charles  drew  his  rapier,  and  made  so  sudden  a 
pBM  at  Mervyn  that  he  had  only  tuqde  to  strike  it  aside  &om 
-the  breast  br^  catching  it  in  the  neshjr  part  of  his  arm,  which 
it  pierced  with  a  sensation  of  exquisite  pain.  Charles  with- 
drew the  blade  instantly,  inten£ng  to  strike  again  at  his 
heart,  but  Mervyn  closed  with  him,  shaking  off  Aurora,  who 
fell  fi^eking  between  them.  He  managed  to  B&ze  the  rapier 
li^-  the  hilt,  and  twisting  it  from  Charles's  ^rasp,  dashed  him 
staggering  to  some  distance,  and  then  steppmg  over  the  lady, 
he  stood  brandishing  the  weapon  and  prepared  >for  mortal 
<oombat.  But  the  desperaticm  which  glittered  in  his  eye  ap« 
parently  overawed  Ids  antagonist,  and  he  stood  shaking  his 
fist  ana  yelhng  with  rage.  Meanwhile,  Oreswold  flouted, 
^' Help"  and  "Murder,"  at  the  pitch  of  her  dissonaat  v6ice, 
but  seemed  not  to  venture  any  personal  interference. 

**  Mervyn,  Merryn— oh,  save  me  I  let  us  fly  this  way — ^this 
wiay!*'  exclaimed  Aurora,  as  her  valorous  defender  raised 
her.  She  was  evidently  £rantio  with  elaxm,  and  dragged  his 
arm  and  pointed  to  the  portal.  Bat  a  new  apparition  sud- 
denly prohibited  that  exit ; — ^two  powerful  ruffians,  or  swash- 
buyers,  as  they  were  technieaJQy  eaUed,  with  drawn  swordB 
and  round  shields,  made  their  a]^pearaiice,  urged  on  by  Chif- 
findi,  who,  however,  kept  becomingly  in  1^  rear. 
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"  Cut  down  the  oi%,  he  i^ys  &t  idm  dMf^  ftik6iiQm^ 
wold,  pointm^  ^  Meiryn.  '*  Cat  him  d&wn'  ym  hwBllg 
king's  wamat-Hmt  him  down/'  s«*'^^^ 

"No>  no;  take  the  gifl  fnm  hun,  ttiid  laik  liim  etfl^# 
window/'  said  Charles ;  "  or  ratiber  keep  bim  poeMUlira  m 
oathoose,  tall  I  ha^e  time  to  adjudge  hifik  someuittg^weitteF 
of  his  merits."  -i-  -'    - 

The  mfSans  made  a  few  steps  forward)'b^tbef  tfiMM^ 
hesitate.  -.      - .     .       j-lli^c  : 

"Eeleaee  me,  dearest  Mistress  Sydney  t"  said  Iteqii^ 
calmly  bnt  desperately ;  *'  release  me  trhi^  I  d^'#itillwie 
people*— if  I  fafi  I  die  himf,  since  it  is  f<»  yon/''     '-  ' - 

"We  will  die  together,  replied  Aurora,  wildh" ;  **l^9M 
not  Burriye  you — ^let  us  die  togetiier.  Bnt^aurely  aoitteymis 
human  must  bo  within  hearing.  Help,  muzdeTj  helj^l*'  aoid 
she  shrieked  at  the  highest  pitch  of  her  roioe. 

''Come,  my  master,  you  nad  better  go  quietly,  nistoad^^ 
having  your  throat  cut,'*  said  the  fofemost  ruflBa.  '^i&feleMe 
the  girl  and  go  about  your  business,  if  that's  all  i£%'=^iit, 
motherP" 

''Curse  you,  cut  his  throat!"  relied Cresw<dldv:  «**lVkri[ 
do  you  mean,  you  viUain!*— to  let  nim  bring  i^tttolr^^f^iwi 
upon  us  P"  -  '    - 

"  Make  way,  scoundrels !"  said  Mervyn,  gntf^in^  lii^%itt| 
of  Mistress  Sydney,  and  resolutelr  tiirowiag  hin»eif  farwHA 
rapier  in  hand,  the  ruffians  rushed  upon  hnn,  and  t&wMaiin 
met  with  a  clash.  Charles  shouted  to  his  inyrmlikMiei;o  take 
care  of  the  lady,  who,  however,  endeavom^d  to  ruAL,%^twea 
the  e<mibatants,and  although  her  ^^it  embaniaased^Meira. 
it  also  made  the  ruffians  amid  to  strike  at  hnn. ' :  n^enmlpw 
did  neTertheless  necessarily  become  closer*  fttdiierliMfcJteaater 
as  Mervynwas  of  his  weapon,  it  could  notk^nrfW  i^a4iiaaie^ 
doubtful  a^^ainst  such  odds,  espee&aHy  -lb  C&tnes  ^(i^  Id^ 
allies  by  seizing  Aurora,  and  endeavoarittfi«4o^li^rile  hi^^nrntf 
— ^when  sudde^y  a  shout  was  heard.  , "  MM^'f  %teJt>^ 
of  a  charirari  is  this  P"  and  a  strasg^rttlljsd  ik'~ 
in  doublet  and  hose  haa^  Min^Wn  on,'^hl#  aw^didiAi 
struggling  with  a  mob  or  women,  who  endeafott^^M 
him  back.  .•<-;.    -;^"-i:.j     -         jdr^  >;•.»! 

''Vtedu  rm 7  w%al  is  tins f^^'  'ei^aiined  ike  aMU^^^W 
the  ne!2ct  m<^»ent  he  seamed  to  haTe'ei:plaaned  mit^^^o^*''^ 
own  satisfaction,  for  he  rushed  forward,  and  ranffd 
on  Mervyn's  side,  by  dealio^  a-  MdW-  |it  'one  of  -ttio 
which  seat  hkn  reding  ot^er  chairs  iind  flower^pota  -im  ^ 
grass.    Thus  rdn|oroe3»  Mervyn  pressed  on  ike  iAker,  m^ 
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nMynj||h,.b^  wa»  ^  good  gwcffdffliuui,  proved  bish  own  rape* 
jipB^h^  iia^^ag-kim  at'hia  feet  seyeretj  wounded. 

"  Peste  I  but  that  was  well  padbed  jiita  tibte-JFlaader'ii 
4B0Sii"'#Kelfia]^d  Ike  •trangjev,  tnzBii^  on  CJuffineh,  but  he 
ftiddii%li»f>tfy>  aftd  so-  f«3t  that  it  was  hopeless  to  thinic  eC 
c^^iJi^Jdiig  ibit&«.-  ^' AimI  n4)w,  six/'  he  ccm^ued,  ''foUpw  me^ 
if  you  do  not  know  the  windmgs  of  this  paradise^  for  we  shall 
fiMKifiobf^^  iv-^ivlbc^  nest -of  hornets  about  o«ir-eaoB»  How  the 
£eiid  haye  you  raised  such  a  riot  in  this  yirtuous  establishiaentf 
A fTjiWBflii  P.  Ay,  aUri^sa  woman  or  a>7pzie8t  in  this  world's 
tc(N)bl0 .  :£c^  I  could  he  sorry  to  see  you  here.  Master  Merv^." 

"  Claude  Buval  V*  ezolaiiued  l^e  youag  .'citptains  in  gretttr 
ssiow^^menti  • 
."  JS^en.  no  worse  a  man/' said  Claude. 
, .",  Thi^.ia  a^a^op^  yiitiUHis  lady»  and  of  high  Bank)  falsely 
beguiled  to  this  dan  of  infamy ;  help  me  to  saye  her*  Claude/' 
Q«3tJ^Ceri7yQ,  humedly»  and  soothing  Aurora^  who  now  hung 
£uat'a@d  exhwuBBted  on  his  arm. 

"  CJaia^  J)u¥al,  I  am  the  .king>"  said  Charles,  adyancingt 
evidently  absorbed  in  ra^e  ;  "  I  am  the  king,  and  I  promise 
yaef^jfowc  •jfffc^tm.sSidtkfaais  domain  beside,  if  you  will  nelp  me 
^,aM9  tfeaa-  .faaitiMP  to  his  king  and^all  faiiii.* 

"  You  are  the  king !  hiUoa,  Master  Eowley,  do  you  recol- 
Ipl^^hjlt  we^p^cwused  each  other  when  last  we  met  P"  said 
Jkkg^i-f  "  thut  if  you  ^au^ht  me  I  should  hang,  and  if  £ 
ott^j^tyQiii  yoii  saQuld  denver ;  so,  sire,  your  purse  or-yoof 
li&T" — aad  coaking-a  piatol»  he  stood  with  it  levelled  at  ih» 
Mng'a  head.  ^  Chmes  affected  mute  scorn,  but  it  would  not 
dor  «^4£|3LdyiAg<tii)at-thA  straager  was  in  eacneaty  he  s«llenly^ 
XQSuned hi9 piUTse^ -> 

' .  M  sr^e^ii^.b^okyyoQ,  Beed  it  more  thim  I  do,"  said  Claude;, 
trijd^j^r^tAi^^Hule^ ^  "but  you  aee  I  am  a  man  of  my  wordi 
CoGq^^f^^-K^er  JlervyB*  this  way,  this  way ;  ohet*e  made*-, 
i^MiiHi^A  iB-.ti^e>|iao9<Bj/of.iJl  sweet. essenees,  whereof  I  haro- 

"rJ^^'A^il^^i  iftt  us4eave.this  hittiibleplaee,'' said  Aurora; 
^A^^^F^ia^-floaotafi.wi^  ainsi^iutjof  sight  of  yonder 

"You  shan't  take  her — ^you  shan't  take  her — she  is  a  mece 
<iCjsiiB%,j9<N»#ded«  t0.m]f|^eotioii/'  ^elktdOeswold ;  *'  I'll 
afi^d  Hm  peafS9-p£ii}^»  wer  yous  ^riU«aB«,  how.  dare  yaabduot 

jPjf,  CpmiCI  r   ^  ',yi    I,    f      ;  T,  7.-'.    .     I      .    .,  T     •,,*     -     t 

".  |?^e, .  m^W/  let.  tii^n  go,,  siiifie  i  wa  ma^  not  at  present 
hell)  o\irBeyre0j'vfiaidi  Cliarles*  thro^ving  hmieelf  jmtothe  chair, 
^th  a..loua  jQi^gh.  "f'areweH^  luaftter^  bastardi  you  shall 
understand  anon  what  it  is  to  have  a  king  for  an  enemy." 

2c 


Bat  long  ere  this  denimciatioiL  ooncluded,  the  denoimfied, 
tmder  the  gmdanee  of  Duval,  wb3*  almost  out  of  hearing. 
They  crossed  the  garden  to  the  opposite- palings,  and  Cknde, 
lifting  a  mass  of  ivy,  showed  them  a  latched  postern,  which, 
opemng,  disclosed  a  little  rural  bridge  over  the  moat  TJaej 
crossed  this  htxrriedlj,  and  &mnd  thsmoelres  in  theastificul 
vild  foTming  part  of  the  Mulberry  ijhffdeiis. 

"  Now  jou  are  safe,  ladj,"  said  Pural,  pausinff ;  '^  I  dait 
not  accompany  ^you  farther.  £eep  ever  to  tiie  lef^  Maiiir 
MervvB,  and  you^wiU  soon  be  at  the  Oaual.'* 

'^Whoever  and  whatever  you  aro,  come  withu^^aem 
to  my  father  I  Ok»  he  will  thank  yony  for  I  tmi  beiriideied," 
said  Aurora. 

"  It  may  not  be — ^not  bow  at  leasts  lady,'*  said  Puial^  wiii 
A  courteous  smile.  "  I  owed  you  &  fair  torn  for  the  Woor 
which  you  once  deigned  me  of  daioieiag  amiaiuet  oaHcrandov 
Heath,  for  are  you  not  beautiful  Jmstress  Auma  Sydney? 
But  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost ;  haste  hence,  Mvis 
Merv3rn,  and  Heaven,  bless  you  both;  you  aare  yous  itAett 
true  son !" 

''But,  Claude,  I  have  a  ihoasaaid  thing  a  to  cay  (to  yoa; 
tell  me  at  least  where  I  can  find  yoo.  again  P"  exdalaid 
liiervyTi. 

*'I  wiU  see  you  again  shortly,  dear  Master  Mn^ 
replied  Duval,  **  for  I  too  have  sometiKiiig  to  ihi^f — ^but  nov; 
farewell*— we  shall  be  observe^'' 

"  Ah,  he  is  wounded  1"  exdauned  Aurora,  for  she  now  pep 
oeived  the  thick  drops  falling  through  Mervyn's  sleeve,  as  k 
supported  her  round  the  waist. 

"  'Tis  only  a  scratch,  dearest  lady  1"  saidMervyn,  tmdfiiif; 
but  pereeivin?  by  his  extreme  paL^ees  thatheiraftesliiastei 
Puval  advised  hmi  to  sit  down  on  the :  cool  grass  -  whik  ke 
procured  a  sedan.  He  then  raa  off  and  soon  retosed  intii> 
sedan,  in  which  he  saw  them  securely  stowed,  and  iM  the 
porters  to  go  to  Sydney  Place,  and  then  setoff  himfleif  in 
another  direction,  at  a  rate  which  shewed  he  waaBotwiW 
apprehensions  fcxr  his  own  safety. 
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CHAPTER    XLIX. 


THB  ALCHEMIST. 

Mfl&TTK  remarked,  with  some  degree  of  alaKrm,  that  the 
Tonte  which  his  porters  took  must  necessarily  lead  them  past 
^fae  firont  of  CreswoM's  house ;  and  he  had  hardly  time  to 
ivaxn  hia  ikii  oompanion  before  they  iband  their  sedan  in- 
volyed  in  a  crowd  assembled  at  th^  yery  spot*  The  bearers, 
after  ft-thort  struggle  with  the  pressure,  sat  down  on  their 
poles,  so  that  altlK>ugh  he  kept  himself  Tery  firmly  ensconced 
hitherto,  Mervyn  looked  out  to  see  what  was  the  matter.  It 
was  now  getting  dark,  but  there  was  a  great  blaze  of  torches 
round  the  door,  and  the  first  object  that  Mervyn  discerned 
was  Colonel  Sydn&f,  thundering  at  the  knocker  as  if  to  beat 
the  door  down.  Several  gentlemen  wiih  their  swords  drawn, 
among  whom  Mervyn  recognized  Lords  Bussell  and  Howard> 
and  some  of  S^rdney's  servants  with  staves,  were  around  him. 
Conduding  iostantly  that  he  had  traced  his  daughter's 
abductors  by  some  means  to  this  house,  and  that  in  fOl  pro- 
,  bability  he  would  raise  a  riot  which  might  make  the  adventure 
public,  Mervyn  whispered  Aurora  to  remain  where  she  was, 
aad  sprang  out.  Buneting  his  way  with  some  difficulty  to  the 
ookmei,  he  amsted  his  ann  at  the  very  height  of  a  third  peal, 
which  seemed  to  shake  the  building  to  its  foundations.  "Colonel 
Sydney,  she  is  not  there — she  is  m  safety  1"  he  exclaimed. 

"'Who-  are  you, — ^who  is  in  safety,  sirP"  said  Sydney, 
turning  round  with  the  look  of  a  madman.  **  If  you  are  men, 
assist  me  to  break  this  door  down  I  I  wiU  abide  all  the  con- 
8equ0BoecK-£;iiS8ell I — ^Howard! — good  people!  they  have 
inveigled  &  lady  in  this  horrible  house  under  the  most 
monstrous  pretence.  Assist  me,  if  you  are  men  and  English* 
men  !-*-<I  am  Colonel  Sydney*^!  will  give  any  man  a  huncb?ed 
guineas  who  bursts  me  open  this  foul  portal !"  and  he  dashed 
a  massiYe  stone  at  the  oaken  panels,  which  was  followed  by 
another  from  Eussell. 

"  If  you  haf  lost  your  monies  there,  you  had  better  not; 
lose  your  time  too,"  said  a  Jewish  voice  from  the  mob,  and 
there  was  a  general  laugh. 

**  Colonel  Sydney,  I  assure  you  on  my  life,  she  is  safe 
yonder  I"  exclaimed  Mervyn. 

"  Safe  I  where  ?"  said  Sydney,  wildly.  "  Who  are  you  that 
assure  me  so  P— What,  Captain  Mervyn !— villain,  coward, 
where  is  my  child?  Hestore  her  to  me  ere  I  wring  that 
craven  heart  from  thy  breast  1" 

2c2 
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pain,  loss  of  blood,  and  Siis  last  galling  insiilt/  Ttf er^pl/eS 
against  tlie  gnarled  root  of  a  tree,  and  with  such  vid^cj^^lii^t 
he  lay  insensible  and  bleeding.  A  piercing  shrie^  ir^i^e 
eedan  announced  that  some  one  there  took  an  mtfer^stiji^^ 
extraordinary  scene ;  and  recognizing  the  vowse^^i^aii^y 
Tushed  to  it,  foUoved  by  his  friends.  His-  daughtSir  ,3pj:ang 
out  into  his  arms,  and  f^nted  there.  ^  [[J^^l]  ■[  \ 

"Tate  her  home,  colonel — she  must  not  be  wide  a  J)aBa<I 
of!"  exclaimed  Loyd  Bussell,  and  Sydney  got  into  j^e  sedan, 
with  his  daughter  still  insensible  in  his  arms.  ^        ...■•;. 

Meanwhile  the  mob  lifted  Mervyn,  with  their  usual  tender- 
tt€88  to  one  whom  they  supposed  to  be  the  Tanquished  h^ro  4 
a  combat,  and  amongst  them  all,  the  Jew  who  had  ^nuer]; 
uiterfered  seemed  most  active.  He  announced  himself  a 
friend  of  the  insensible  gentleman,  and  an  apothec{^]^  in  tld 
neighbourhood,  hired  some  men  to  carry  hnn,  aji4  lecl  the 
way  to  his  own  house,  which  was  at  the  bact  ,oE  ite^MaJL 
It  was  a  dark  mean-looking  dwelling,  and  the  shop.intpl^liH 
he  admitted  his  prize,  and  me  carriers  of  it,  e^are^iu^  kj^adii^ 
the  mob  retinue,  faithfully  resembled  Shakspeare^.Jleaii 
Itpothecaiy's.  It  was  ornamented  with  stuffed  tliz^^Mj  ftQ^ 
an  Egyptian  mummy,  which  yielded  a  drug  at  ths)^ wns  is 
repute ;  two  or  three  rows  of  pnials  and  metSreSsels^liilielW 
in  cabaJistical  characters,  fonmn^  the  stook  in  trade. .  "^evod 
this  apartment  was  another  which,  from  the.  glow  pf  ligiil 
through  many  a  crack  and  £[ssure  in  the  w^,  seemed  s 
chemical  laboratory ;  and  this  idea  was  not  conioradiisted  bj 
the  personal  appearance  of  the  owner,  who  was' 'brown  ana 
shrivelled  as  his  mummy,  and  had  the  hooked  jxc^e  aud 
glittering  eyes  pecidiar  to  the  raoe  of  Abraham,  who  a|  tb^  i 
nme  were  considered  the  best  professors  of  the  chemical  ark  | 
.  The  old  man  led  the  way  into  the  inner  room  in  'wjuct  wrf 
a  blazing  frirnace  in  full  operation^  and  a  dark  alcove  i^  ifrlii^ 
Was  a  bed.  On  this  they  laid  Mervyn,  and  th^  old -ma} 
applied  some  vinegar  to  nis  nostrils,  and  then  waahea  ^ 
luxuriant  hair,  which  hun^  clotted  on  his  brow.  He  openel 
his  eyes  at  last,  though  ;f\(ithout  much  speculation  in  tkeiii| 
and  the  Jew  procee(S)d  to  examine  the  wound  in  hl^  arioir 
which  he  probed  and  bound,  observing  that' ,  it  was  ratlie^ 
dangerous  from  the  e£fusioh  of  blood  than  any  #tW  c&\is^'.\ 
He  then,  prepared  some  kind  of  drjnk,  which  ne  invited  t^ 
patient  to  swallpw^  f^d  although  Mervyn  had  man^'  indistiaci 
associations  of  evil  with  the  extraordinary  Hebrew  visag^ 
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before  iiili,  ie  was  too  langnid  to  form  any  precise  notions  ou 
tlie  Subjfect.  A  deep  sleep  shortly  after  fell  upon  him,  and  the 
poirtifs,  satisfied  wim  the  remuneration  which  the  Jew  selected 
froaii'  thfe  pockets  of  his  patient,  took  their  departure  with 
eainiest  ^shes  for  his  honour's  recovery. 

ttowlonghe  slept  Mervyn  could  not  guess,  but  he  was 
awakti^ted  by  a  murmuring  of  voices,  which  mingled  for  some 
time  in  his  dreamy  reverie  ere  it  roused  his  attention.  But 
tli€5  recollection  of  where  he  was,  and  how  he  came  thercj 
returned  in  strange  confusion  on  his  mind ;  and  it  was  not 
until  nfe  distinctly  neard  and  remembered  oqc  of  the  voices, 
that  he  dotdd  form  any  clear  idea  even  of  his  own  existence. 
It  was  the  voice  of  Lady  Howard,  and,  at  the  sound  of  it,  the 
circumstances  of  his  position  came  upon  him  with  extraordinary 
vividness,  and  he  looked  with  breathless  caution  through  a 
little  rent  in  the  bed-curtains,  into  the  laboratory.  It  wa» 
evidentlv  night,  for  all  was  dark  save  what  was  illuminated 
by  the  flames  of  a  ^imace  lapping  round  a  brazier  which 
r£stad  on  it ;  but  the  glare  fell  foU  upon  two  persons,  one 
^tting  and  watching  the  pan,  the  otner — a  female  figure 
\vrat)ped  in  a  long  mantle  and  hood — ^leanin^  against  the  piUar 
of  the  Aimace.  Ttds  conjunction  of  inauspicious  stars,  Mervyn 
insbtnUy  concluded  boded  no  good  to  him. 

*•  H^h,  Elkanahr— he  may  awake  and  hear  us !"  said  the 
Ikdy,' seeming  to  interrupt  some  observation  of  the  Jew's. 
**  r  wonld  not  for  the  world  he  should  awake." 

"  Ncir  I,"  replied  Elkanah,  *'  nor  will  he,  though  an  ordnance 
were  fired  at  his  ear,  for  hours  yet,  unless  the  loss  of  viti^ 
energy^  should  have  robbed  my  potion  of  its  effect.  I  knew 
not  how  long  it  might  take  me  to  have  ^our  ladyship's  com- 
mandsj  so  I  gave  him  a  draught  of  which  a  few  drops  more 
would  have  put  him  to  sleep  for  ever." 

^  Would  you  had — and  I  should  have  been  spared  the  hell 
ofihis  moment!"  said  Lady  Howard  with  a  deep  sigh. 
'  '•  Imprimis,  I  knew  not  your  pleasure ;  in  secundis,  I  am  so 
well  Imown  tiiat  I  should  be  arrested  for  the  murder  though 
the  bddy  were  found  in  Cheapside,"  replied  Elkanah.  '*  !But 
what  ish  to  be  done  t — ^Everything  in  oish  world  for  money.** 
"Why,  he  hath  committed  hi^  treason — ^he  hath  struck 
the  kinrs  sacred  majesty — ^he  deserves  death  by  law — ^and  he 
must  ^/*  said  the  countess,  with  a  deep  and  melancholy 
intonation  on  the  last  word,  "  But  are  you  sure  he  is  well 
asleep,  Master  Jew  P" 

"  Surely,  surely,  he  hath  that  would  make  a  horse  sleep 
from  smirise  to  sunset,"  said  Elkanah,  impatiently,  "  Veil, 
ash  you  say,  he  struck  de  king — a  crime  abominable  in  our 
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htw  as  in  T<>ur  hereshy  P-^v«l,  can  you  not  liave  BSif-li«hA 
chopped  o£r  for  high  treason  P" 

*\Ino — ^I  am  held  in  a  fearM  bondnot  to  appear  iji  to 
matter— or  all  will  be  ref\reaJed  I"  replied  Lady  Hdvar$ 
hurriedlj'.  "  The  king  dare  not  accuse  mm  of  a  crnae-ipbich 
covers  mmself  with  dishonour ;  bnt^ereiy  crime  sflrtioMlapre 
its  pnnishment,  either  by  law  or  justice,  Eikanah  !-^t  nay 
content  the  nature  of  his  offence,  which  being*  Be(*ret,  its 
chastisement  should  be  so  too.  It  may  satisfy'  pt^y 
Elkanah,  to " 

"  To  cut  his  throat  in  his  stupor  P"  said  the  Jew,  eagerly. 

"No,  no,  no!"  replied  the  countess,  with  a  shuddisr.  **1 
meant  I  wiU  have  nim  seized  and  sold  as  a  slave  in  tk 
^antations." 

"  Are  your  perquisitions  then  made,  for  I  will  not  wamnt 
his  slumbers  much  longer — ^and  if  he  wakes,  he  is  so  fierce,  lie 
will  resist  like  a  mad  hon !"  replied  the  oriental. 

"  Within  the  hour  they  will  be  here — a  slaver  now  lies  in 
the  river,  and  its  captain  is  a  creature  of  my  making,"  replied 
the  lady.  **  If  you  meet  any  one  *tis  but  to  give  o5fe  you  fl* 
a  press-gang.     What  siy  you  P" 

**  I  say  *tis  a  hazardous  tempting  of  Providence^"  sai 
Elkanah.  *'  These  transports  have  a  trick  of  rettimih^  f^ 
telling  tales,  as  he  that  hanged  the  merchasit  t>f  Bidrtd  ^^ 
year.  Take  the  advice  of  oae  who  hath  seen  life— yea,  aid 
deaih  too—dead  men  tell  no  tales ." 

There  was  a  long  and  emphatic  pause,  1i»  cDnoHnsion  <^ 
which  it  may  be  readfly  believed  Mervyn  waited  witii  soae 
anxiety. 

"Do  you  think  he  iff  so  soundhr asleep-^couM  H>6ok  niwn 
him  for  a  moment  P— They  say  he  is  very  fifce  ikvtr — ^ 
him,  and  it  would  steel  my  resolution,*' «aid  the  coontes, 
lather  to  Tierself  than  her  coadjutor. 

"  Would  you  kill  him  P"  said  Elkanah,  with  %  low  cfcueH^ 
*•  -Markyou,  I  will  have  no  blood  shed  in  my  dwelling l^-^ 
is  our  Hebrew  Sabbath,  and  on  dish  dAy— no,  not « tifl  ft* 
rising  of  to-morrow's  sun — ^shaH  any  man  labbufill  Ms  voei* 
tion  under  my  ro<rf,  and  therefore  dot^  this-pim  sputter  avsf 
for  want  of  a  Httle  scumming  which  J  will  not  giv«  it^^ 

"  I  would  not  kill  him,  Jew — unless  mineeyes  shylike  flw 
basilisk's,"  replied  the  lady,  in  a  voice  of  dieep  despondency- 
**  But  are  you  sure  his  wound  is  not  dangerous  P" 

"  If  he  abstain  from  wine  and  strong  drinks  for  tme  fotff* 
teen  days,  he  shall  be  whtde  ttB  marble,"  said  the  apothecary 
in  a  regretfol  tone,  and  then  he  added  in  another  of  singnlarfy 
horrible  gaiety — "  Yet,  madam,  it  could  be  made  as  mortal  as 


THX  jJLCHXUisa?.  385 

«i,daKQ[0T;iiillien0tt)f  tlie]ieart,}).e!  he!  lie! — jou stare  like 
9,  stuned  crocodile." 

.  "^  Bii1>^but — without  much  pain  to  the  unhappy  youth  P" 
sfud  tli^iCoiinteBs,  in  a  faltering  tone. 
,:.  "J^o.gate  of  dea4Ji  opens  without  a  little  creaking  on  the 
Iwjgesr  £4y/' xe^ed  the  medicinery  calmly,  *'  *Tis  but  dress- 
isig.^thieiicound  witii.  a  peculiar  ointment^  and  on  a  sudden  the 
bipod  is  tainted  into  a  thick  and  pla^e-struck  mass — and  the 
imp&.,dk!8^  V 

*'  1  do  not  bid  ihee  do  it,  Elkanah — ^yet  I  would  give  » 
liui^dred  j^olden  crowns  to  any  man  wno  told  me  it  was 
4U»e !'/  fmi  the.  coumtess. 

"A  hundred  crowns  1-^what,  to  ran  such  a  ghastly  risk — 
to  purchase  a  drug,  every  ounce  of  which  is  worth  its  weight 
ia.ffoldr-*d@iude  l£e  searchers  with  a  tale  of  the  spotted  fever 
and  with  a  bribe— bury  him  too ! — all  for  a  hundred  crowns  P 
not  for  king  nor  kaiser  i"  exclaimed  the  Hebrew,  yehemently. 
^MSo,  iady,  man  nmy  repent  of  everything  but  blood,  and 
iuiiess  the  divine  secret  of  the  elixir  vitss,  the  wondrous 
iijpi^l^  of  withstanding  all  the  brows  of  death,  were  mine — *' 

"  !Bool !  do  not  prate  to  me  of  the  elixir  vii^ !"  interrupted 
tiiA^oottptesSr  mudoL  agitated.  "  Let  me  see  this  sleeper  ere  I 
wmo]^e  on  anything — -yet  hath  he  not  challenged  Howard? 
He  must  nereis,  have  discovered  something.  Sut,  Elkanah, 
2^  cert£un  thou  art  not  deoeunag  me  in  this  matter  P" 

*'l  swear  to  you,  madam,  my  lord  engaged  me  as  his  sur- 
gecm,  and  that  was  my  business  in  the  Mdl  when  these  things 
«ame  to  .pass,"  replied  the  Hebrew,  and  taking^  a  blaziiijg  coal 
firom  the  fire  in  a  pair  of  tongs,  instead  of  a  kmp,  he  hghted 
the  countotS' towards  the  bed*  Mervyn  took  his  cue  instantly, 
4iikd£dgn^  a -deep  sleep,  but  when  he  perceived  the  light  dT 
the.fli^  as  it  passed  over  his  eyes,  he  felt  that  the  lids 
quivered,  and  it  segued  that  Elkanah  observed  it,  for  he  with* 
arew  the^coal  hastily.  Then  he  knew  that  some  one  was 
hooding  0v^  him  intently^  and  of  a  sudden  he  felt  a  single 
««alding  tear  fall  on^  his.  cheek,  and  a  hand  brushed  his  black 
jin^et^;fromhisbK)w, 

, .  "It-is  the  very  image  of  that  unhappy  man  !'*  she  groaned, 
rath^  thai^.  said,  at .  last.  **  Oh,  Elkahali,  what  a  son  were 
here,.to  A  mother  who  dared  love  and  acknowledge  him!—* 
Awav.I  it  kindles  mine  old  hatred  in  my  heart,  to  see  how 
like  he  is !  Well,  pr^^aro  your  ointment  tor  his  wound,  since 
it  mast  be." 

"  I  shall  need  one  to  assist  me  in  the  preparation,  for  bein^ 
the  Sabbath  I  can  handle  none  of  these  matters  myself,"  said 
the  Jew. 
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*<  We  wfirtnut  bo  -tbizd^I  'will'be  yofar.  idactrv  feoilUm« 
»---lmt*  hxA,  irkat  is  that  ?"  ^eelamiea  t^  1  ogfantoai^^ag  si 
iSmid  knodc  was  JnearcL  at  tke  doec       .    -:        <  "'^^  ohm  birryw 

<'  Who  is  that  you  mean?"  sadd  Elkan«h»  eoniasBai^titaiir 
amilaig.'  ^^^  It  ia  a  zich  iasA  of  mina^.wiioifBeds  layiaBaBifeitiH^ 
in  ovdBC  that  1  maj  diseoyer  tha  gxeafc aeeBei;  hfi  himriiiniri, 
ouetaiaj^  hiaih^h&l  hai->-'«Jid  so  liboliiiiBi  "to  Ham^puadtsm. 
J3i^  intD'tiiiB  olosBty  and  I  will  soon.  dSmmamihimiS  jd  SiuAn 

The  eotintesaseeiBsd  to  comply,  and  ih»' sqaa^iievm^mui, 
into  his  «hop,  whence  he  xfftiinied  with  at  kBU-ili-dveiwdliBaa 
in  s  long TiMtaet  cioaki  =i  J-  ji^'oi^ 

."  **  Come  in,  come  in,  Master  Bethd-*-*yoTi 
dieorole  oeaxting  in  ihe  night,''  said  £lkaiiah»  wkh^ia 
langh ;  **  I  ho^.  you  hare  brtmshi  the  fiiel  F'    • 

**  fiow  goes  the  fnmaee  P'*  repoed  the  visitor,  m' 

^'Oh,  it  cannot  get  on  for  want  of  ihe.  aahUmecl 


vheieof  I  spoke  to  ye,"  repHed  Elkanah.  ''^  migttf  .hare 
piSQJected  perchance  out  for.  your,  dislay  f  bat  nQw.vSxj^Met' 
enry  is  all  burned .  out,  and  as  soon -as  dayl^t» 'l-zoiiaii^ 
work  preparing  a  new  infusion."  •.        .^'  5.:i   to  t^ 

^<T£asaire7<m  ever  witJi  your  legends  and ^htf^»U^ 
you  Jew  me !"  said  Bethel,  bitterly.  '*Bat  maifrki  i^tksBjmm 
the  hundred  guineas — ^th^  are  the  last  you  .slmtijiflBQib^hadi 
from  me*— and  if  I  find  you  fail  me  again,cXiEili^Bar^^ev 
neck  into  the  halter  whence  I  drew  sfe/'-  -         .-'.•  iii^i:: 

,  **  Look  to  your  own.  Master  BeiheL.  These  Ko^^iS^ggeti 
tbaes,.*'  reoiiea  the  Hebrew, snatching theiihuBeyery  eBgvk^ 
which  Betnel  ^Htrodueed  from  under  nis^wak.;  '""  1^iix£:  yea 
tikat  Hie  aTea%wm  aroaiMrmnr'^the  m^BaAkeatia^iisei  pf  Jiinatae 
<*«48  to  be  obtained  by  threats  ana:  inmreeaitaoBS/?  mr  k^ 
iramble,  patient,  and  lalK>riou8  stmggles^wim  thfi;fvDw«EBihflfc 
efadye  to  conceal  it  f  Come  hi^^iaor^  uaenli^itenel  ^>%J«!M 
what  I  have  done !  Look  how  nigh  to  thv'ca&akiBl i^pth 
•iaetion:!"  .      .  •-  -i'  -t.  -ar  •:..»♦   j/^ 

And  he  exposed  to  the  i^eriff^a  dawHled-  eyes  flO0»7pavtioiB 
of  diamond  dust  ^itterin^  oa  a  hs^ef^kad,  whsoraTfiltkad 
lorobably  prepared  to  deo^ye  hk  dupe,  j  Bdthd.  aiufveyecE  lie 
glittering  oait  with  intense  curiofii^ ;  ;bttt:Bqt^atisfiaiLtcdi 
this  display,  the  akshemistied  him  toius  j&riaM£>iand96pfen- 
iHg  the  lid  of  the  brazier,  aJbe  Idie  flamdakane'^iDWBii^ 
round,  and  he  began  to  -explain  Bis  nro^eediiig^^  in  4C  * 
which,  to  Meryyn  a/t  leaal%  uras.unintdligiblis. 

His  thoughts,  however,  were  occupied  on  some 
ter  than  diyimng*  the  {meaning; -of  tibte  adept- S'ObastfmtiQda,  if 
any  there  was  7  the  absorbing  topic  in  hs  imagination  inM, 
how  to  escape  the  hortible  destiny  in  reserve  for  him*     Xhs 


ijpfauaoe  wlndr  He-  oould-  &eerzL  ^rv  to  makv  off/ 1^  ^ 
r  j::bHfc^<aa  he  had  ooiuuies»ble  apprehenflioiL  tiaaA  Bethel 
would  side  with  his  Jewish  fnend^  and  as  he  was^aimed  witil 
^fiiMii'Jifi  dHngkt  ib  beflt  iio  wait  his  departure.  Meanwhile 
JaiiiighiHiiiiil  .eaniaoiulj!  round  the  ehamoer  icgt  his  own  axm^ 
^padiWBconned  hit  «word'  oz(  the  edge  of  the  fiirAaoe»  qiofeo  ont 
jafietqa-iiisai^  ev^ca.of  hope.  The  inexpHcaUe  r^elatiOBS  t» 
-which  he  had.  liateBocL  had  .ooorinoediunii  however^  «f  *  th& 
dBBtsema.  detperatioki  6f  the  cireoButbiieeaiin  ^dbidi  he^  stoGid. 
(ZjBiAJllifeod's hinii^ hadnow  aoi|iiiBed<  cerlamtyiniuii&iB!d; 
though  it  BtUl  seemed  almost  incredible^  he  od«ld  ino'  longer 
dMkli  bob  tiwl  'he  wiie-  tiie  o£fspmg  of.  an  illicit  ooimection 
ImMefla  the  colonel  and  the  cmel  woman  be&zeiiimy'.wdiefle 
resolution  to  be  rid  of  the  evidence  c^  her  idiaaie  stopped.nofc 
iSBBi  il  syirder  1  Jk»  Lady  Howard  waa  an  AumecLe  too,  his 
aaiKnihtanoe  to  that  family  was  no  longer  surprising* 
r:'T/^f  Jdi  i  it  is  your,  greedmess,  Bethel T'  were  the  next  waeds 
-oSihe  «£ewv  in  which.  Merryii  underBtood  a  meaning.  **  Jan* 
4^n§aitvita  hrevis  est-^ihe  elixir  vitoQ  is  a  necessary  prelimi** 
nsTT  of  the  mere  search  after  .the  philosopher's  atonal  It  is 
jli»tshevtneS6  of  the  life  of  man  alone  which  baffles  his  re- 
'Wflpffheiji  and  the  gddlike  penetratiein  of  his  intellect,  and  tkat 
ihi^Aegyied  alwre  when  tihigf  made  us  the  poorfoola  and 
sta^nng  imbdows  of  time*  iVhat  would  it  avail,  master,  to 
obtam  the  secret  of  transmuting  gold  to  last  but  a  few  short 
-fBani»  and  ihen  to  the  j^eat  bar,  to  render  a  slavish  account 
jof-whait  we  hare  done.  But  the  tree  of  lifb  still  bears  its  ever- 
iasting  fruit,  and  eorsed  be  the  folly  of  the  first  of  a  fooH^ 
aeactluLl  phwked  the  apple  of  kBOwledge  when  that  of  imnuKw 
^alitrf  waa'wdfthin  her  reachl  Tim  evU  must  be  remedied  ere 
ind^/oan/asmre  to  be- in  wisdom  as  a  god  ;  and  if  I  Irre  ka^ 
josoMi,  I  'dsnfat  no^  Master  Beihel — ^I  doubt  not  toe  shaS 

At  this  moment  a  loud  knocking  was  heard  at  the  apotho* 
vftnr'm^door,  which  isttemptedthis  bnHiant  expoeitioli. 

...^ What  lis  ^aiP^^Ttthdn,  do  yon  design  aught  aeoinBt 
meB^'^ezdaimed  Bethely  dmkuig  as  if  in-  an  ague,  but  m^iBg 
iiarhand-on  a  pistol  in  has  helt. 

-.T  ftlSbb  a  hair  of  jrour  head  shall -be  hurt,  master  I  Curse 
ifafBB/  ihey  •eome  too  aatHKir  and.  will  eheat  me  of  half  my 
nrrest!?  mutterad  ike  Jew.  ^'Go  in  and  hide.  Master 
^thel,  and  tell  the  woiman  within  that  she  wiH  be  agreeably 
^inppoittted/' 

Joe  pushed  Bethel  into  the  closet,  and  made  a  hasty  exit  as 
jf  to  answer  the  repeated  stroke  at  the  door.  Mervjrn  in* 
•taatly,  not  without  a  vague  hope  that  he  might  find  an 


3B8  wwasasiMSM. 

all  J  in  the  new^cooier,  sprang  &9^of  bed/posaesMdr 
self  of  his  tpmxtd  and  roquehMure*  and  foUoir^d  on-  iaftnt 
into  the  shop.  Bat  the  first  ol9J«ct  he  .saw  tbeoe^  efTeetnsUjr 
destroyed  his  hopee.  It  "Wbs  Cauffiaoh,  st  ihe^headroCa 
£le  of  musketeers^  whisperm^  eaxneat^  irbik  "(ibe  Jewtiofieme 
«f  the  Boldieni  penseiFed  hun  iastai^kly,  and  ler^riLed'ihciF 
oarlHnes  at  him.  Ohiffinch-  tuxsed,  wh  a  tennfted  esteiih 
matioD,  and  ran  behind  the  soldLen,  slkoatingy  **<iS#iaie  hlsa*— 
seiae  himr^ilus  ii  ike  traitor !" 

'  **  Surrender,  my  master-Hnsistanoe  is  of  ao  tamA,'*  fooA 
Elkanah^  sndidenly  -ohitckit^  him  ^ the  belt;  but  Morrjrs 
aUGKtte  hkn instazttV ^ ^^ groond,  with  a  bkfw  whidbiaacM 
the  restoratioiH  however  mometttary,  of  ^  his  fixfMd 
powers. 

'*  Suxrender,  tilkno,  or  I  fire  I"  exefaamed  tha  coiitxttaader 
of  the  troc^  raUeing  *•  P^  of  pistols. 

''On -what  ^haae^  Sir  Phd^  LLoyd^*^  I  smaiteike  not?" 
aaid  Mervyn,  laymg  down  his  sword,  and  fioddiag  his-jtmns 
quietly* 

**  On  a  dbarge  of  rohhery-^^tedUng  i^  fkasg'a  jewek/'  rs« 
plied  Sir  I^ilip,  **  Bat  you  will  kaimr  more  •  aib  ieii|[py^ia  s 
few  minutes — mj  lord  mayor  is  sil^g  thus  late  (to  tlMBt{WBt» 
pose.  Come,  IVJ^ter  €himeh«  briiig  the  itoM  num^and  Aat 
the  house  after  us." 

*'  Search  it  firsl'-oyoa  will  find  two  notorious  iU  eitaiBaciefs 
JsiiU  Sir  Philip,"*  repHed  Mervyn,  with  a  hitter  atuiia. 
•  ^'My  warrant  «xtouds  ito  fm^her^"  reidied  tie  offieecw  and 
he  escorted  his  'prisoner  to  a  ooaeh  whi^  wasvtaitiBg  4>iiJE8ids^ 
into  which  th^  got  without  delay,  and  ^^eiru  ^ff  at  a 
rapid  rate  towards  the  <»ty.  And  mas  '^was  Mjsrrjm  ikeed 
£rom  one  most  imminent  p«ril  only  i»  kH  ittS»  juuather 
stiil  moipe  terrible.  !Pnt  he  was  aomew^iat  <eQBi£»stad  hf 
the  amazing  nature  of  the  accusation,  which  ho  Jelt  d^  wal 
uiteriy  impossible  to  stdbstanitittte  in  the- ^dsgbtent^degtee 
against  him. 

It  was,  nevertheless,  ^with  aoaay  8p|idjing"tecellectuai8<)f 
his  lermer  avpeaeanee  on  the  eame  aeena^  that  W«ttteDredi 
OuildhalL,  still  escorted  by  }m  gttidew  Meonrifn  ^eoulAnet 
help  thin^Beg  ihat  tiie  so^e  was  to  be  of  s,  aJmilair  &atare, 
^d  the  bitter  cogftseiousness  of  how  lit^  the  justtoe  oi  his 
cause  had  formerly  arailed  him,  struck  hiai  lilse  an  aig^raaee 
of  evil.  The  royalist  lea^d  mayov  was  in  the  chair,  and  these 
were  very  few  persons  besides  in  the  oourt ;  but  Qonuah,  ia 
his  «haractCT  of  alderman,  was  on  the  bench. 

llius  placed  at  the  Inar,  Mervyn  waited  for  some  uiuiites, 
durii^  which  noone^peke,  and  thea  impatiently  inquired  the 
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nccbute  of  the  ehargie  agaifiet  him.  As-ke  Sid  bo,  a  door  sud<^ 
^enfy  svnmg  <9{>^n,  axid  oix  tmeKpeoted  net  tt  persons  made 
^eit  appearance.  Colonel  Sydney,  Lord  IRxuMell,  Howard, 
0id  the  Doke  of  IConsKyitlii,  entered  en  masse ,  made  their 
twf  io  the  bar,  and  in  a  moment,  eonBid€TO,bly  to  Mervyn's 
MMride^  he  was  orerwiielmed  with  embraces  and  shakings  of 
liba  Jkand  from  «11  fcyur,  but  abo^e  all  firom  Colonel  Sydney. 
— ^Thii  is  no  tfaiie  fo»  apolo^es,  gallant  youth,*'  Bai4  Sydney, 
much  moved.  "  But  I  do  here%  hufiibl^  imid  publi<?fy  b% 
ycKOt  parAofn  for  the  rash  insult  wfaidi,  m  the  madness  of 
|M»edon',  I  o£%a«d  you.  I  do  acteowledge,  sir,  that  I  owe 
yoti  iw»«  than  my  life— I  owe  you  mine  bonour.  We  hffre 
8<MBg^ht  you  all  hat  night  and  tc^da^,  send  m  seen  as  we  heard 
the  false  and  villanaus  proclamation  against  you,  with  the 
iiH^iitd  diligence,  that  yon  might  overwhelm  the  l^rrant  and 
Ms  minions  witii  eocSfusion.  As  it  is,  I  cflfbr  bail  to  any 
amoont,  my  lord-mayor,  and  so  will  these  gtmtlemen." 

♦•  We  miust  hear  iflie  <^arge  ere  we  know  if  it  be  of  a 
Bailable  nature,"  replied  the  magistrate.  **  This  is  not 
tito  first  time,  we  xmoerstand,  Itet  3ie  prisoner  has  stood  at 
A  bav  df  jtistiee«^«&d  here  comes  his  majesly^s  solicitor  and 
^^M^  iwitnesses*^ 

"■  As^hespidce,  S&anah  entered  tlie  court,  his  head  bound  in 
a  bloody  cloth,  leaning  partly  on  a  staff  and  partl;^  on  the  arm 
«f «  ^n^^eamn  <»f  tlie  long  robe.  This  personage  immediately 
attracted  Mervyn's  attention.  He  was  a  tall,  «trong-boned 
figure,  with  a^&oe  that  seemed  as  if  madeof  east-iron,  so  etemly 
was  evet^  nmsde  md  every  line  carved.  His  large  nose, 
butihy  eyebrows,  regularly  arobed,  his  bloated  lips,  and  keen, 
blooohound-^e'eye,  hiift  narrow,  high,  and  wriiikied  forehead; 
ioibmted  Mervyn  he  beheld  the  most  dreaded  of  the  court 
bttn«dogs.  Sit  G«»Drge  Jefiir^,  afterwards  the  redoubtable 
l0rd-ehaneell«r. 

'  Mervyn  ftit  indeed  an  indistinet  impi^ssion  ef  «larm  when 
he  found  that  this  wortiiy  was  to  direct  the  proceedings 
agsitist  him  $  but  supported  by  l^e  host  of  powemd  iriendflr 
waf»  seemed  tO'ha^era&ied  round  hlm^  he  renewed  his  demand 
%»  hear  the  ohSfirge  against  him. 

"*  Ay,  KT,  you  ehafi  hear  enough  ef  that,  my  maBter,  before 
we  have  done  wilfti  you,"  said  Jef&e^,  buBtling  up.  "  My 
hxrd,  this  is  the  impudent^t  rogue  hving ;  he  robs  me  hu 
royal  master,  and  beats  «s  a  poor  did  tean  because  he  would 
ftot'  aid  and  abet  him,  and  contee  here  to  ask  what  charge 
have  we  forsooth," 

•*  Wdl,  sir,  what  charge  have  you  to  make,  if  you  are  the 
charge-maker  P"  said  Mervyn,  contemptuously.    "  And  look 
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tibafe  you  keep  oa  this  side  deeeney,  <^  y<9^^!!^6U^'^^MHi 
8haU  searcely  sareyou  frtHU  a  rough  oontaci?  tidt^'  ti^'  ^t^l 
of  a  gentlemMii's  boot."  .'L^iii:  m-£. 

"  £ook  ye,  a  gentleman!  master  jackanapes*  bastard  ^tijt^^ 
genHemaai  \"  ezolauned  Je£^yS)  in  hk^  i&tai^xAg'  isifUiner. 
*'  Officers,  keep  a  good  look  out,  for  he  glares  as  fij^i^  t^W 
cat  in  dudgeon !  Marry,  these  are  precious  tuboes  t€K>;  %hea 
the  king's  adFO^tes  are  to  be  insulted  by  &fefrf  jyffaGV^Wii 
BL  such  a  worshipful  presence."  •   u"  v^ 

**  You  shall  not  be  insulted,  Mr.  Serjeant ;  I  am :  bie^^ 
^justiee  i  no  mtsa.  shall  say  a  word  against  th^'kin^*^  adTO* 
eates»"  said  the  lord-mayor^  bristling  fiercely  up.  -^  B^«  '-^^ii^ 
youi?  charge,  «ur-**what  is  ^be  king's  eharge^^his  inajies^ 
shall  have  justice  done  him  here  at  all  events."  ,  - '     ' 

"It  may  chance  that  I  shall  meet  you  some  day"  tc^ere 
justice  is  less  impartially  administered,  so  hate  a  care,'  BSr 
Gee^e !"  said  Mervyn. 

^'I  trust  it  shall  not  be  till  the  day  of  judgment,  thefxi,  fat 
1  hope  to  see  many  rogues  swing  for  alessofience  than  ycfisa^^ 
retorted  Jeffreys.  "  And  now,  my  lord,  to  explain  ;tfi!e. ^35^ 
ridest  felony  that  ever  was,  and  which  deserves  tli^  ^i^opp  for 
three  as  good  reasons  as  ever  went  with  a  man  to  'Tyowcjx ; 
and  IcotSess  I  am  ashamed  to  see  gen^l^nen  of  SueH  i^tiaJ^ 
taking  up  such  a  cause.  The  prisoner  hei^  beii^g  ^  fbSf. 
beggarly  upstart,  for  some  reason  of  his  majesty's  gener^S^, 
and  his  horse  running  away  with  him  towiirda  file  6nemy„ 
which  begat  him  some  reputation  for  oouraff^-^I'saj;  tlw 
gentleman  thief  of  ours  is  made  captain  of  his  nmjesty% 
gentlemen-at-arms,  to  the  prejudice  of  many  worthy  men^ 
and  he  would  have  been  kmghted  had  n6t  his  niother'^got 
to  give  him  a  name :  but  set  a  beggar  on  hors^^Leik-^yopr 
hffdiihip  knows  the  proverb.  No  sooner  is  he  "with  ^hia  f66%  ht 
the  stirrup,  in  full  career  of  fortune,  than,  lo  and'b^OjdL'the 
l^ef^B  blood  in  him  gets  the  better  i6f  his^^^peitettt  gealsdity ; 
qnd  divers  articles  of  jewellecy  and  pkte  e.t'VaHdti8>^i^t£eil 
disappear;,  but  of  course  no  one  suspects  my  g^iM^IMttf^- 
t^ugh  his  reputed  father  was  no  less  a  pei<s0U"thtta*^tita^ 
ftunc»is  jewel-stealer,  Colonel  Blood.  Moreover;  he^fe^^^  "i^ 
a  secret  correspondence  wiUl  his  m^^ly^  ^li^ett^e^-^'  ptf^e^ 
the  Shaftesbury  gang,  my  4oi*d)  whieh  meithSnks  ^^#e^]ilu<^ 
more  bitter  than  al  -^e  rfench  in  the  wo^d-^and  tak^s^^ 
spreading  scandalous  lies  tfbout  the  king  and  the  dok^i  id  the 
iactious  way»  among  dolTee^houses  and  brditdy-Btews.;'  S» 
majesty,  thereof  cr^ibly  InlbMned,  iMnks  'proper  to  dmaiss 
him,,  and  away  bolts  my  lord,'  ere  the  news  Was  hkiownr  to 
Ma£tw  Chiffinolz  here^  and  begs  fbom  him  the  key  of  1^  i^eyt! 
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j^fp;9l8,.iu2iilerrparetence  of  orders  ^ccm  the  loHg,  and  that  staasQ 
^Jig^  G^Tjer^vgemsof  priceless  yalue  are  missing.  Here  it  eve 
case  enougli  methinks  to   hang  any  rogue  in  a<  Ohristiaii 

STi^i^awous.  conspiracy  !••  interrupted  Mervyn,  mad 

^.•^JTushl  siTi  we  ijaaaot  peximt  you  to  intMrntpt^Mr^ 
^f^ea^,'*>  said  .'the  lord-mayor.  '*  You  shall  be  heard 
in  your  turn,  provided  you  say  ooihiog  diftrespeetful  of  hiB 

.,.Vj*SBfe,  9iy  Jord,  we  have  proof  eaough,"  said  Jeffr^yi^ 
-^^^japJiAnily.  .*'  Master  Chiffinoh>  desoribe  what  jewels^yoa 
4q  jcjearly  know  to  have  been  stolen  front  ibis  majesty's  oasket^ 
fbr  niethmks  you  have  their  custody  P* 
r.J*.^j.lQitdi  I — I  can  only  say,"  said  Ghi&idi,  who 
tir^^bled  yery  much — *'  I  can  only  say»  that  I  missed  at 
various  times  various  things,  but  oa  the  Uight  of  Mastoid 
]!^rYyj(^'s  departure,  .the  iamous  Portugal  sword  set  with 
Tup^€v»>  whidh  his  majesty  had  with  the  queen,  and  a  diamond 
oi^^tte.  for  the  hat." 

^.  ^'  ThA  Portugal  sword  1"  exclaimed  Sydney. 
.  .?i,Slo«8tpou8  calumniator P"   shouted  Mervyn*      "When 
ipA .  wj^ere  was  I  dismissed  P     Bogue,  I  dismissed  mytelf 
Mfh^  4.  saved  a  noble  lady  from  your  master's  brutal  vio-* 
i€^e«"  .  .       ;  .  • 

'  :**  See  you,  my  lord,  the  marvellous  impudenoe  of  this 
^^ilow  F"  yelled  SeffrejB,  "  He  hath  trumped  up  a  lie  as  big 
^B  Atilas,  against  l^e  king's  majesty,  to  excuse  himself,  bate 
you  shall  see,"  - 

,  ^'-N&Yi  it  is  tnie,  I  swear,"  said  Sydney,-  vehemently ;  "it 
is  true*  my  loa?d;i  iJie  insulted  lady  is  my  daosht^;  and  thir 
galk^}^  young' gen^eman  did. most  truly  save  her,  atthe  peril' 
5f  his. (Own life."  "'    . 

-"  J,  il^ive  op^thin^  to  do^  with  the- follies  of  heedless^  joaag 
'^ocnen,  endeavounBg  to  entrap  their  kings,"  said  Jeffireys* 
li^hij^gT  s8r4<miQ84ly«  "  My  lord,  hear  our  prooft ;  and  then 
4Mdc  ^9M  the  or<4ence  due  to  these  factious  gentlemen ;  they 
milym^^  forgone  another  liJoe  r^^ulat  affidavit  men*  They 
aWo^-  the  S{Mft«wd'sopiiiAOfi»  that  if  a  lie.  will  hc^d  good  but 
W  half  SA  hpur^  'tis  wDortb  teUuig.  /  My  lord,  we  shall  prove 
iimt  tlua  goqd  jowag  iimoceat  ikralt(»7  did  actually  offer  the 
stolen  jewels  for>  sa^  to*  this  j^ooi^old;  gentlenuB  here^-^-ua 
Iu)i9e8t  iupothec(^ry>  Bamewhereju.  Bwbipaar-ffbut  who  occa* 
ttonaUy  deaU  in  oremous  stones,)  like  tnostof  his  persecuted 
tribe. .  Ma^r  Elkanalfc,  t^l  m(y  lord  hoir  yDu 'became  po8« 
SBsaed of  this  bijovterie"    And  hebridop^a J0Velkd sword 
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and  aigrette.  Sydney-  took  and  eznniaed  tbem  nitk  ttK» 
ttbtention. 

'<  My  lord,  f^aae  you,,  my  lord,''  l)e9Bn  the  Jew>  t«rttisg 
of  a  leaden  colour  with  hatred  and  fear, "  I  am  a  poor  Israefit^ 
something  esteemed  for  my  skill  in  kerhs,  and  I  may  say,  to(S 
something  for  my  judgment  of  such  flittering  bsablas  as 
these*  X  wa«  in  my  shop  yesterday,  ^vmen  Master  Menryn 
was  brought  in,  badly  hurt  by  a  .gentleman  whose  dftn^ter 
he  had  seduced,  and  I  bound  his  wounds  and  tended  him  em 
as  mine  own  child,  so  that,  whether  for  gratitude  or  to^  ruin 
jne,  I  ]mow  not,  hut  he  prodiu^  these  jewels  and  oflTered  to 
sell  me  them  for  sixty  gold  marks.  Knowing  them  inatanliy 
to  be  of  his  majesly 's  jewellery,  I  grew  applied,  and  hes^ 
him  to  restore  them  privately,  or  ^e  I  would  inform,  of  £im ; 
whereupon  we  had  some  words,  and  he  beat  me,  and  might 
perchance  kaye  murdered  me,  but  of  the  sudden  comes  up 

Master  Ohiffinoh  and  the  officers  to  arrest  kim,  and *' 

'  ''  It  is  enough,  mute  enough  to  hang  £fty  bqcIx  moxtstroos 
rogues!"  exdaimed  the  magistrate.  "Away  with  haao.  to 
I^^ewffate  ;  make  out  his  committal — a  pestilent  tfogtte  and 
murc&rer  1" 

"  My  lord,  this  man  is  totally  unworthy  of  credit,"  said  !Bord 
Hussen,  eagerly.  '*  Before  you  send  this  honourable  young 
man  to  a  dungeon  on  his  eiddence,  I  demands  ask  a  qu€teti<»i 
or  two  of  him.  Tell  me,  Jew,  were  you  never  at  a  bar  on  a 
trial  for  your  life  P" 

"  Never  r*  said  Elknnah^  solemnly,  etesping  his  withered 

hands. 

"  On  your  oath,  old  man  P"  continued  Eussell«  and  tiie  Jew 
looked  at  him  with  keen  rai-like  suapicion,  bst  shook  his  head 
negatively. 

"  Then,  my  lord,  he  is  peijtured,"  said  the  Lord  !R»B8ell; 
"  I  was  myself  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  when  a  troe  bill 
was  returned  against  him  for  poisoning  an  ancient  woman 
M  the  insti^tion  of  her  heir;  aj»i  he  &xt  escaped  the  r<^ 
by  a  flaw  m.  the  indictment^  which  all  men  thsnigfaA  wsi 

contrived." 

^Ay,  indeed,  say  you  so,  my  Lord  BsMS^P'^aaid  iiis 
mayor,  looking  in  a  puzded  majuwE  at  JefiDreys ;  and  thft  M 
SCebrew  tum^  to  a  deadly  yeilkiw  whiteaeaSi 

**  These  baaepandera  have  bnti  ooatriTed  this  plot  to  gratify 
the  king's  hatred !"  exclaimed  Sydney. 
.  «  You  are  wolalLy  deceived,  my  dear  air,"  said  Jefl&eys, 
smoothly.  *'  My  hard,  I  am  aeny  to  say  this  much,  but  it  is 
in  my  mstruietion»**-1he  truth  is^  this  nnhappj'  rogue  had 
aedaced  a  lady,  who  ahall  be  nameless— 'haa  mveiglad  her 
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mi0  a  house  of  questiffliable  re^tatioa  up  bj  tlie  MmH,  and 
being  detected  by  the  &t1ier,  he  inyents  the  homdeet  lie  thttt 
<QTfee  ^waa  agoineft  the  king,  beeauae,  forsooth,  his  majesty 
l»ei^'Of  a  gay  turn,  aa  we  all  know,  God  bless  him !  chanced 
to  W  ija  the'  same  8ti?eei>  at  the  same  moment." 
.  **  Atrocious  villain,  you  lie  !  and  the  king  your  master,  too, 
if  he  saTS  so !"  exohumed  Sydney.  **'  But  since  you  put  me 
^1  it)  the  whole  world  shall  know  your  black  treason.  My 
lord,  these  gentlemen  are  eyidence. 

'*  I  do  not  bear  his  majesty's  commission  to  hear  him 
jtbused,"  interrupted  the  lord-mayor.  **  And  let  me  tell  you, 
Colonel  Sydney,  you  do  your  daughter  no  good,  if  she  be  the 
lady,  to  boady  her  name  thus  in  men's  months." 

**  But,  brother,  we  are  bound  to  hear  him,  if  he  would  be 
examined  as  a  witness ;  we  haye  all  heard  ruoKiourB  enough 
abou^  the  king  and  Mistress  Sydney,  and  commended  the 
colonel's  pru^noe  in  wiMidrawing  her  from  court,"  said 
Comiflh,  eagedy  interposing.  ^*  Come»  Mr.  Sydney,  you  shall 
ne  AeflrcL. 

*'  But  first  let  me  iBoniie  when  these  jewels  were  said  to 
haye  been  stolen?"  said  Sydney,  with  extraordinary  emotion. 
•*  Whea  were  they  miased  P** 

'*  Last  night,"  said  Chiffinch,  eagerly. 

"  Last  night—you  are  poeiUye  P" 

"  I  am  on  my  oath,  and  I  am  most  positiye,"  said  Chiffinch, 
with  some  degree  of  anxiety. 

**  Then  this  witness,  too,  is  perjured,  my  lord,"  said  Sydney, 
triumphantly.  "  I  swear  that  I  saw  this  sword  at  the  king's 
jeweUer'a,  in  the  Haymarket,  this  morning,  a&d  Master 
Ohiffiach  eame.in^  and  fetdbed  it  away  while  I  was  there  in 
the  back  shop,  settling  scnne  money  matters  for  my  Lord 
Honwrd." 

**  HiaB  is  aaazingi  haye  you  any  witnesses,  colonel,"  said 
CamidL. 

.  *'  The  Dukeof  Mioninouihand  my  Lord  Bossell  were  there 
a^  th«  saane  time»"  replied  Sydney. 

"  And  paddenlarlr  noted  the  sword,"  said  Howard ;  "  for  I 
nHBtember  my  Lord  Eussell  telling  me  of  it,  and  saying  that 
Xangier:aBd  a  trumpery  sword  were  poor  pay  for  reoeiying 
])opeHrT  into  the  yavy  neart  of  our  eouncnls.'* 

*'  GfliiS'  is  stnnge,  yery  strange,  Mr.  Sergeant !"  said  the 
lord-maycHT,  looldn^  stiU  mote  bewildered. 

''0«ye  ua  but  time,  my  lord,  and  we  will  produce  more 
wikiessea,  to  knodt  down  this  taleof  a  oock  and  a  bull,"  saad 
Jeffiwjrs,  aomefwhat  lowered  in  tone  and  maomer. 

^^Q,  my  knkU  with  aueh  4dear  proof  ceT  the  prisoner's 
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imiocence — ^whoever  may  be  guilty**-it'a  in.  latraod  ji 
discharge  him  instantly,    s^d  Lom  Bossell. 

"  Ha,  my  Lord  Bussell,  do  you  coiiie  hew  to 

law?'*  saia  Jeffreys,  insolently.    "MatrfyiMB . ^ 

House  of  Commons,  nomob-'meeting  (m  wsjifipis^MiaBOit^^am 
word  is  not  law  here.**  •'    -^kicH^   -7.1 

*'  Nor  no  man's,  ad  I  hope,  in  any  |ii&rt  ef  ^SttgliMBii^Mil 
fiydney, vehemently.  "And  now,  mylofd,  in^eaifUuLikK 
matter  whereof  I  spoke."  '       -  ii*jiii:rJ 

**  Sir,  I  have  his  majesty^s  instaniotioii  pttWdy  tod»ilaHa& 
ledge  the  perfect  honour  and  spotless  repatndon  -0t'*lBtlbam 
Sydney  so  far  as  A^  is  concerned,"  intehmptttd^JeffiDi^nKB--  C 

"  I  will  hear  nothing  irrelevant  to  die  ease,"  said '  tfaa  htA 
mayor,  in  a  vexed  tone.    '*  I  am,  neyerditfkcNBiriiiitkg 
bail  in  two  sureties  of  a  thonsand  gninead  eacfa." 

**  I  see  very  well  how  it  is — ^the  king  shall  hMm 
not  even  fipom  a  loyal  subject !"  said  &  Gk^ovge,  a 
the  jewels  in  a  passion,    **  And  I  will  go  and  tell  bi&i  iia>l 

And  he  walked  hurriedly  out  of  the  eoifft,  icHlommit 
Chiffinch  and  the  old  man.    Bail  was  imnHi^^iitefa^ 
hy  Sydney  and  Lord  EusseU,  accepted,  uid  arm^jA 
the  two  latter,  Mervyn  left  that  hall  for 
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IMJBBVYK  was  now  regularly  installed  in  Cdla&el 
house  as  a  guest,  and  as  his  wound  c(Hifined  hiltt^ 
was  almost  continually  in  the  socnety  (jf'fjbs'W^lbn^^mmA  in 
lovely  daughter.  Nothing  could  equal  the  t^doNMc^'dB 
assiduity,  me  enchanting  vivacity  of  this  beimillbl4ttm^iBBJ 
painful  as  his  wound  frequently  was,  Men^wefi 


*)ack  on  this  period  of  his  life  m  asort  of-Ve^He  &^ 

a  delicious  dream  of  perfect  Jiappi&etis  f  lYtifl'nIll  thnriiM  inn 
loved,  and  recollects  the  s;pifmgkde'ofpmAfw;^hSA'$^^^ 
hopes  and  fears,  and  joys  an(rgrief)ii^hi^Mld^e''bto&9oo&4ibirth 
in  such  wild  profdsion,  Ate  in  full  bud  iM^^w-ahd^^a^inttide 
in  his  soul— but  must  deem  httrttlieif  i^d^i&oBtrUiffpapa^.j 
It  was  not  that  he  had  dar^dfui^ii't^  br^ktitel'teift/  pumkm, 
andhad  wrung  an  absolute  d^umiiiredf  iftB'^)6^«ra'|mtaoi*lait 
cxqmsitely  sweet  understanding  <M  liev^i4&6lcllM^tiM^«ta89i 
the  lovers,  and  a  pledge  of  faim  ^tud  mutctil  '^rt^fidtfaoft  Ms 
exchanged  without  the  aid  of  words.  '  By  BCtm»  stiptib^^hapc 
of  passion,  Mervyn  persuaded  himself  that  he  tfa^  ^ifttd&d 
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spps  Tuition  of  the  large  aod  unbounded  trust  wliicli  Sydnej 
put  in  him ;  while  the.  oolouel  was  so  absorbed  in  profound 
fllpmdfttifins*  and  in  the  whirl  of  stormy  politics  into  which 
kS'Diariry  had  pbmged*  that  the  subtle  smiles,  the  casual  blush, 
tiwifTtlfedbHwAyd #tgh»  Ihe  mute  language  of  the  eye  in  which 
love  pours  his  tenderest  tale,  passed  unnoticed  before  his 
fMBeen^Med -jraasoi^  *  Moreover,  aU  republican  as  he  wa^,  the 
lautadmxenoe  of  rank  between  a  nameless  orphan  and  a 
daughter  of  his  almost  royid  race,  seemed  to  make  so  vital  a 
4liflBroi>cev.factw!eea  them,  as  to  render  a  mutual  passion  as 
iBHMuiiable  as  that  of  a  frog  for  a  star. 

Meaatmie,  Mervyn  was  not  without  his  little  jealousies, 
€Br«i  ixLi^  height  of  happiness,  and  of  credulous  faith  in  the 
fiaiBre*  :  MmuEUOuth  haunted  Mistress  Sidney,  as  constant  as 
lier  shadow ;  Howard  was  a  perpetual  visitor,  and  imder  the 
gsBBiof  ftiaDdahip,  Mervyn  perceived  that  he  nourished  a 
«tr«igpaa8ion  for  the  beautifal  Aurora.  Meanwhile  it  was 
obviooa  that  her  chief  care  and  delight  were  in  pleasing 
MeBvytt;.  on  him  she  lavished  all  the  charms  of  her  vivacity, 
iMnsQMmte  txaiks,  her  m«ny  and  brilliant  talents  ;  she  sun^, 
j^Bopii^d,  she  rattled  away  with  a  perpetual  eaiety  and  good 
]iu2aour>.:iiiudL  seemed  to  have  an  inexhaustible  source  in  her 
yonmff  and  ardent  soul. 

Sydne^r's  house  was  at  that  time  the  rendezvous  of  almost 
all  the  chief  personages  of  the  popular  party,  except  Shaftes- 
bury, who,  though  ne  contmued  an  active  correspondence 
with  aU,  was  at  the  time  under  a  sort  of  concealment,  few 
knew  precisely-where.  Mervyn  was  of  course  introduced  to 
the pvAy, #a ^new but  zealous  partizan,  from  whose  great 
taLents  and  wro^igg  much  might  be  expected,  and  an  unreserved 
«cltnSdfiiifet took  plaoe  between  himself  and  Sydney.  His 
xerebti^o^on  the  popish  plot  evidently  much  surprised  the 
isttW^.but;A9  he  fl)reiady  distrusted  the  intriguing  character 
jHEuib  Walurdess  rem^iUon  of  Shaftesbury,  and  had  always 
hMiidipofi  fffqm-h^.  more  intricate  combinations,  it  only 
^DQTViiiedtlie.&eliji^pf  aversion  with  which  his  upright  and 
.imbMdiii(giEiati^e'KC||arded  such  Machiavelian  manoeuvres. 
.  ^Sjy^ney-^fts.atthat  timi^  engaged  in  completing  his  fatal 
.tmmeroti  GWesnwfj^  and  he.  took  delight  in  expounding 
hiaigiqi^tre^T^es  to  w^young  convert,  and  in  removing  one 
b^  mi^  ih»  deep^  ingrained  prdudices  of  his  monastic  educa- 
tM>a,i.  .> -Hie'riieiiepie  imdom,  tue  godlike  benevolence,  the 
wmaAem^  often  visionaxyas  it  might  be,  of  his  speculations, 
£]8  xnanly*  and  iK>etic  eloquence,  infused  his  theories  irre- 
Mtibly  mo.  a  mind  flo  vehement  and  prepared  for  the  sparks 
aaMervyn*8. 
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In  truih,  those  grand  visions  of  the  pexfectibiiity  ^.jobbq^ 
his  natural  equality,  the  nobility  of  his  de8t]xd^8,,'vebi€lii]i 
practice  are  perhaps  only  sublime  impossibilitiee,  heiswamV^ 
fike  existing  realities  on  the  eloquent  tongue  o£  tb^.  saga 
Sydney  haa  drunk  at  the  same  fountains  wliM^e  the-  wfioae 
nund  of  Milton  had  drained  inspiration^  and  althooig]).  in  iuv 
writings  he  used  a  perfect  and  eren  bare  sinnpUcity,  .  CQwfiding 
in  the  native  strength  of  his  reasonings  alon^,  ^em,  "vsn 
times  when  he  |>oured  forth  torrents  of  .elo(jueucc|^  wiaek 
wanted  not  scanninjg^  to  become  the  most  magnificent  pwstrj. 

Aurora's  admiration  of  her  father  was  enthufiisi^tii^ji.  «ad«£r 
took  his  t>rinciples  without  examination,  as  trutibs  .o£  Holy 
Writ.  But,  though  she  troubled  lier^elf  but  little  wit!],  xeasoas 
for  the  faith  that  was  in  her,  still  her  ebouent  echoings,  hcz 
frmhiTig  eye,  the  beautiful  colour  which  glowed  on  her  i^ieek 
.when  she  listened  to  his  fiery  invectives,  produced  more  ^Sbh 
onMervyn  than  any  syllogism  which  Aristotle.  cooIdJiaiK 
clamped  with  his  iron  logic. 

,  Sydney's  sy^m  was  a  noble  Saxon  version  of  tlui^  wiadk 
in  ail  ages  has  been  the  sublime  reverie  of  tfaoe  greatest  wd 
most  philosophic  minds-^-which  Plato  mused — wad  tiiejoost 
illustrious  perhaps  of  men,  certainhrof  kings,  the  great  AJLfipsi 
attempted  to  put  in  practice.  With. a  mind  natucalfy  99k 
oeptible  of  all  that  is  ^and,  generous,  and  vast— rin.  akiai 
poetic— Sydney  had  stSl  a  perfect  ^predation  of  tlie  jiGtoil 
state  of  thines,  and  it  is  tioe  attempt  to  conciliate  liia  jkihk 
theory  wUh  me  workings  of  a  practica).  experience  in.  'nea'ft 
passions  and  motives,  \^iich  constitutes,  the  ereat  value  of  his 
treatise.  He  has  accordingly  left  behind  him  a  woi^  il» 
logic  of  which,  like  the  stones  of  a  pyxainid,  is  wedged.  t<^ether 
beyond  the  power  of  men  to  sever.  His  great  knowl^lgec^ 
history  and  men,  his  personal  expenence  of  ijie  .efl^pMsts  d 
almost  eveacy  system  of  government,  Jhrmshed  hiza  witii  so 
inexhaustible  mine  of  comparison  and  aarffuxnent.  ^dnsf 
shrunk  from  none  of  the  consequences  oT  Iua  sjrstfismb.  w 
Mervyn,  with  the  secret  hopes  and  aspirings  lucKinflr;t^.]uft 
breast,  embraced  with  enthusiasm  doctrines. which,. Sflst^Dod 
them  as  it  were  with  delicious  music  ,. .  . 

But  time — ^inexorable  time-r-wore,  on«.  and  as  .'Mj^^tiw^'B 
eonvalescence  no  longer  afforded  him  a  pretext,  h0.h^g«iL.to 
feel  that  his  longer  delay  in  Sydney's  nouse  was-  growing 
strange,  and  even  improper.  Still  he  jcoold  not  prevail  oa 
bimadf  to  break  the  exquisite  fascination  which  aubs  over 
him,  and  every  night  he  formed  a  resolutioin  which  hebreke 
every  morning,  poesides — ^what  was  he  to  do  P  The  werU 
was  all  before  him,  but  he  had  apparently  little  to  cboose. 
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Sydney  took  a* wa*m  interest  m  his  belialf,  and  a  Variety  of 
r>lan9  were  continitallj  passing  i^  review  in  their  conversations', 
ii^bi^lx  ^duced  no  result:  Sometimes  Mervyn  talked  of 
^dkigj  on  the  continent,  and  ofifering  his  sword  to  one  of  the 
v^ectrmg  powers— the  French— the  JJutch^-the  Germans — ^the 
rttrks  even ;  but  a  tearful  glance  from  Aurora,  or  a  smile  of 
sattcy  in<*edulity  on  her  sweet  lips,  quite  overset  these  warlike 
i^t^irminaHons.  Moreover,  Sydney  would  not  hear  of  his 
leaving  England,  and  hinted  niysteriously  that  the  time  was 
ccxtnixlg  when  the  strength  of  his  Conversion  to  the  cause  of 
fre^dcm  wouM  be  put  to  the  test.  -In  fact,  the  arbitrary  poHoy 
of  the  court  was  no  longer  disgoised,  and  the  resolution  of 
the  popular  party  to  resist  it  to  the  utmost  was  every  day 
aestuH&g  a  more  determined  and  menacing  aspect.  Nothing 
more  tvas,  however,  done  in  the  matter  of  the  pretended 
pobbety,  but  Mervyn  guessed  rightly  that  it  was  only  reserved 
for  a  £sBVOurable  time. 

la  the  midst  of  these  cogitations  and  vague  plans,  some* 
thing  IkOpeful  seemesd  to  present  itself.  Lora  Howard,  whose 
d^pfeasure  at  Mervyn's  favouritism  he  had  with  difficulty  kept 
cmicealed,  brought  a  message  from  Shaftesbury,  earnestly 
to  flee  Idnx.    As  Sydney  made  no  objection,  and 


Hbwam  mtimated  l^iat  it  was  to  make  a  proposal  which 
would'prove  of  advantage  to  his  fortunes,  Mervyn  assented ; 
for  he-was  now  almost  moneyless,  and  his  proud  spirit  revolted 
from  accepting  ihe  bounty  even  of  the  generous  Sydney. 
Accordingly  he  accompanied  Howard  in  a  boat  to  Wapping, 
^^ere  the  earl  resided  in  obscure  lodgings,  known  only  to  a 
few  of' his  most  attached  followers.  !Die  reason  of  this  seclu- 
sion VTBB  his  dread  of  a  new  arrest,  which,  now  that  the  court 
had  Sfacceeded  iu  mdcing  two  of  its  creatures  sheriffs,  was  not 
likely  to-  end  in.  an  i^oramus  jury. 

Trfmdjtig  at  the  Itairs,  they  passed  thlrough  several  low  and 
intricate  alleys,  jind  at  last  arrived  before  a  row  of  small 
tenemettts,  eadi  flanked  with  a  htde  neglected  garden,  and 
apparent)^  occupied  by  persons  of  a  very  indigent  class.  A 
broad  ^diteh  of  ferfcid  water  ran  beside  tihe  road,  over  whidi  was 
a  row  of  almshouses,  apparently  built  for  the  express  purpose 
of  iajbyhig  its  odours,  tor.  the  windows  ranged  aE  along  it. 
Several  sluttish  woitien  lounged  about,  gossiping  over  the 
railmgs,  whil^  the  men -sat  smoking  at  their  doors,  seemingly 
VMonsciotis  of  all  that  was  goin^  on.  ' 
-  Among  these  dwellings  was  ahtile  chandler's  shop,  decorated 
with  a  bunch  oi  tsonsumptive  candles,  a  maggotty  cheese,  a 
fliteh  and  a^half  of  bacon,  and  an  empty  hogshead,  once  of 
vugar,  but  now  swaxming  with  wasps.    Towards  this  esta-. 
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blisknentdid  How&rd  direct  his  steps/ Atid  dAi>erk)|^e-bbo^ 
Whiek  was  scarcely  wide  enough  to  adinit  big '  ^d'Awamui^ 
inquired  of  a  round,  fat,  bristle-beKrded  ittMn#^  iwto  tvi 
anxioiuilj  weighing  a  slice  of  butteor  for  a  f«^gad  Mitid  g«i4k 
the  eonnter,  n  Mr.  Ashly  were  at  hotne.  ^  ]1^  -wdB  nsMdni 
in  the  afi^rmatiTe  by  a  woman  wko'^a^  n^'^banrd/iind  ¥^1» 
opened  a  door,  standing  aside  to'tdlow'the  Tasiiitm»^lifflt<ff 
room  to  pass,  and  descending  two  broken  sl»irs^  <^^  6nta«i 
ar  room  pared  with  red  flag,  about  ei^ht  ^eb  a^iiaArerjraiffisiwd 
with  a  bare  oak  tabk  and  three  chaird^  wh@reJMti<^«  efegut 
and  princely  earl,  propped  up  by  plloWs  6n  tt imriseiraiblfe  mnik 
&ne  of  his  feet  wrapped  in  a  blanket^  theotlu^HMipn&f  tt 
bmbrddered  sKpper.  He  was  reading,  or  tiyin^tO'^Piii* 
book  he  held  in  his  hand,  but  at  the  moment  ^^y  ^euAered/ib 
lice  was  screwed  up  with  pain,  and  tears  actoaiiyfdrcedtheA 
'Belves  from  his  eyes.  Here  wns  a  lesson  in  an^bitidiiS  ^ 
great  conspirator  forced  to  abandon  his  splendid^  home;.»i 
to  hide  himself  without  attendants  kt  a  jhole  atr^^A^ppifi?, 
waiting  in  pain  and  anxietjr  the  decision  of  perplexilief  wni 
h»  had  all  his  life  been  busied  in  producing.     ^ '  o.rjBnr  va 

**  Thank  God,  you  have  Chrtstian  faces  at^  c^^i^oy^i^-ti^ 
claimed  Shaftesbury,  as  i^e  woman  i*etired.  **C«ptBibi  Meivm 
give  me  your  hand-^I  trust  now  you  hare  l«i»*nad»9daat7fiii(l 
fo^put  in  princes  P"  -        •     tj!  nrJJ 

"  When  I  put  any,  my  lord,  I  shall  disserve  tiiel^fcelwji 
which  is  certain,"  rephed  Mervyn,  eordianyrfetunaii'l:  the 
carl's  hearty  embrace.  * ;  ^      ^- 

**  Your  wrongs  pledge  you  sufficiently^  if  yont  ha?ire  aif 
htmian  blood  in  your  veins,"  said  Shs^besbury^'-mtii  m.  ani?- 
^T5rrantB  themselves  make  the  best^  and  most^ileflpente 
t^volu^onists.  And  now,  captam^  let  me-aak  yeutropafdoi 
f<^  that  foolish  letter  of  which  M4ii!nmoiML7T6niMded  t» 
io^Yt  but  I  did  not  kno^  yoa  then^  ^and-dyemBstssoB 
Jttetlned  m^r  regarding  you  as  a  Mend  and'  peiiaiips  ^euqiaji 
ti  the  Yorliiists ;  for  it  is  idie  misfortune  of  xxienilikBirBia,;^ 
hftveseen  too  mudiof  manldnd,  to^beMere'iBrdittlsfdstB 
true  and  much  that  is  fUse?  because  fal8ehaod,'like{ai^roa|ed 
eoquette,  counterforts  truth  better  than  she  hets^  m^ena'' 

Mervyn  assured  1^  earl  iwit^  perfect  goodjfait^  thsftJff 
had  almost  forgotten  the  ^cmmistB^ixsesiiludedi^^ 
nized  the  force  of  his  motives  in  acting  as  he  did.  ^.  ^c  •'    - 

"  You  are  a  generoQft'^slldw;  Mei^Tyn,  a&d  £  ttei^inttrk  and 
likelihood  in  your  face  that  first  time  I  saw  yoii  wxtirihfe  heil- 
serpent,  OateS)^  r0frixr&ed  Shaltesbury»  ^fiutieitaiB  tdkia 
French,  or*  ^ese'Chtundleo^  friends  of  oars  will  hsv<e  a  taieicr 
the  oouaicii^s  ear;    I  kbktfaeh  men  as  you-'^mea  of  yonng  hot 
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\3iofid,'jiix8t^  \mSii  »ot  atand  ibr  eter  oa  tlia  brink.  My  deigns 
bji«eii%M»«i[lirQstvfktedby  the  uahaadsome  di«i{>jpoiiitixMiK(i  of 
M«niiii>«th-aQd  Lord  Kuasdll,  who  have  with<£rawii  themi> 
itf^lt^ft  fitaitt  their  engagements*  I  had  all  ready  in  London* 
fevn^rdiejr  were  pledged  tb  the  same  in  the  oountr^^  when 
b^lK>MijUiej.  reoedal  and  the^  tell  me  they  are  not  in  a  eon^ 
dxti^jLto^^eamsiir  with.me  at  tluB  time.  But  God'a  life !  I  l^fA. 
ti|9Dnii^  ae>flA  aftaifiieiaL  e^^dose*  and  an  inataikee  of  their  inteonr 
tMit^iwln^Dy  :tO' desert  me.  But  nathless,  my  ^allaoat  boy,  there 
ift  «!i^  a.pre^araitioii  made  in  London^  that  if  they  be  willing^ 
t^^losetlue  honour  of  being  concurrent  with  me,  I  am  able  t<^ 
do  i|(iiiyself,'fuid  intend  speedily;  for  there  are  ten  thousand 
brtLverboyajready  to  follow  me  whererer  I  hold  up  my  finger  I 
JMtiw^^jnust  begin  at  the  beginning ;.  you  must  pledge  your* 
adf.ito  onr  cause. — ^for  I  mean  to  con&de  ererytning  to  yoo^ 
OH' indeed  I  hanre  the  consent  of  my  fellows-^Sydnev  into  the 
l»acgain*  I  intend  you  shall  be  my  intermedio  with  the  city 
^-rrmy]  master  of  the  works*  You  shall  reside  in  Alders^ate^ 
m^my  pakee,  have  as  much  money  as  you  choose,  and  direct 
all  my  manoeuvres  till  we  burst  out  some  fine  morning,  and 
9^  nigfab^ou  shall  pay  your  respects  to  the  Lord  Protector  aa 
sasDtM  of 'OUT  cava&y — I  think  ^rou  will  make  a  <1«j^biTig 
e^Qdw/afc'adme  eueh  place  as  Edgehill,  now  1" 

**  But  at  present,  my  lord,  I  am  at  Sydney  Place,  and    ■  >** 
hopfmiM-eBiryn,  when  the  earl  interrupted  mm. 

f'  That  is  .another  reason  in  my  mvour,"  he  said,  with  a 
keen  and  penetrating  glance.  *'  Do  you  know  that  the  wcxrid 
aiveady  be^s  to  marvel  at  your  stay  there,  and  after 
whait  was  mainuated  before  that  deplorable  blockhead,  the 
lord  m^fOTt  it  oonoema  the  reputation  of  Mistress  Svdney 
that ^youi  should  sot  be  seen  too  much  together.  Xll  the 
worlds  Master  Merryn,  is  not .  engaged  in  writing  a  treatise 
4m  .tjnim$fr-H)r  govamment — is  it  r-^^-and  people  naif  think 
ihexie\may1be  some  [sioonger  motivo  than  gratitude  in  your 
-xseent>0xploit  of  chividiy.  Ah,  see  now,  how  he  blushes,  like 
a  msdeu  cau^t  kissing  by  her  mother  1*--Well,  sir,  X  desire 
nottio^probe:  what  you  may  desire  to-  ocmeeal;  but  I  would 
ranBut.you  iiiat  the  da^ii  of  romance  are  over,  and  that  it  is 
on>f  in  A  new  and  bustJmg  world  that  merit,  without  birth  or 
wealth  to  back  it,  caa  hope  to  elevate  itself  to  the  level  of  its 
aspirations." 

^''I.attse;^  the  offieei  my  lord,  if  Geloiiel  Sydney  approves," 
said  Mervyn,  hastily. 

*'  Cokmel  Sydney  is  not  so  deep  ia.  the  matt^  as  to  be  des- 
peraiie,".  repHed  Snaftesbury, '*  therefore  he- disapproves  of 
my  plaa ;  in  faet,  it  is  from  ignoraneethat  they  all  hang  aloof  3 
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but*  I,  who  liaye  spiin  the  great  web  of  my  policy,  of  all  thiot 
separate  passioiiB,  interests,  and  follies,  Know  that  it  is  so 
mingled  with  a  coarser  yam,  that  eilifaer  the  whole  BtnfTiriQ 
be  spoiled,  or  it  will  turn  oat  a  tapestry  fat  Whitehall !  But 
BOW  yon  too  belong^  to  the  desperaito  genus.  Master  Mervyn! 
lio  jou  think  old  Eowley  has  forgireia  youP-*"4>Jh«  n^B^lf  oa 
bare  not  heard  the  last  of  ^^otir  Portngai  sw^ed^.m^im 
that  ihfi^e  are  two  Tory  sherifis  in,  tbe  reign,  of  the.  igneob- 
jKQA  j^^  ifl  ov9r*  TelIm«e--*do  yoiiL  ace^t  the  appj^iab- 
9ientr— if  so,  here  are  my  keys,  aiid  my  anojor^doxBO  ^ 
xeeei¥e  you  as  his  master." 

. .  Thus  preseed*  Mervyn  consented,  though  not  mthout  sqbv 
meoientary  relactanoe. 

.  ''And  now  I  will  expound  to  you  this  exeellent  plot,  into 
whi^  yon  must  ooaz  these  panitvstrickea  men^  or  "at-  iaast^o 
which  1  must  have  a  definite  answer,"  oontined  Shafbesbuiy. 
^  But  we  ax^e  all  rather  out  of  spirits,  Howard — put  ^00 
band  up  the  ohinmev — 'tis  my  cellar  now-*-and  you  twill  M 
a  bottle  of  rare  Yaldepenas." 

Howard  rose  very  wiUingly,  drew  a  table,  mostevadi  vgaoe 
eryvtalst  and  produced  a  botile  from  the  reoeptada  iryiJiffH 
by  the  ead,  where  he  had  put  a  case  to  cool,  icas  he  ppeteadbi 
that  it  boUed  on  the.  fiearf  floor.  Thus  &eeh€aabeq.  ^  h j  & 
fivfounte  bererage,  Shaftesbury  launched  out  in  all  hia-usoti 
eloquence,  and  wil^  a  biiUiaacy  of  iUfistration  aaad  a  /Jimntfy 
ef  exposition,  which  showed  that  he  at  leaat  was  not  be- 
wildered by  the  immense  variety  oi  irons  which  he  had  in  t]K 
^rew 

Mervyn  soon  foimd  with  amaaement  that  he  stood  xxnooo' 
seieusly  on  the  verge  ei  a  revolution)  and  that  aU  th^  gcound 
which  had  seemed  so  firm,  was  instinct  with  the  voleaam  fiiui 
veady  to  explode  I  The  hifiuenee  of  Shalbesbury*s  vehscneot 
<4oquence  was,  however,  too  powerfiil  on  an  fimagroatim  m 
warm  and  romantic  as  M^rvyn's  ^  it  swept  away  all-^^hat  »- 
maioed  of  his  calmer  ju^ment,.  and  he  rose  fiom  the  inta^ 
view  a  desperate  partisan,  rea^  to  do  and  dare  all.       .  • 

It  was  now  agreed  that  aoneeting*  of  «H  the.chiaf .  p^moos 
of  the  party  should  be  summoned,  and  that  Mervyn  dbooid 
obtain  an  explicit  answer  .to  the  pfOposal  )0f  Shaftesbury/  ^t 
a  general  insurrection  should  immediately  take  plaee*  iMkan- 
while  he  was  to  try  and  gain  Sydney's  concurrence  in  the 
sdieme,  whit^h  would  entaa  thaet  of  his  small  but  iUustrious 
band  of  supporters;  and  all  failing,  Shaftesbury,  Howudr 
and  his  immediate  partisans  were>  according  to  bom,  strong 
enough  to  do  without  them* 


THE  mrx^-HorffiB  7lot.  4i01 


CHAPTEELI. 


!   .J 


'  /  '  •.  THB  fiYB'HOUSB  PLOT. 

'  '■  MsBVns  retiira^d  to  Syilney  Kaee  in  a  state  oi  excitcmieiit, 
lit^Mck  eould  not  fail  to  be  remaxfced,  and  the  oolonel  and  hia 
imAUft  beftii^gkt  bim  wiik  inquiries.  To  l^e '  iatter  lie 
TeaSl>f  aceononlifd,  br  mentioning  Shaftesbnxy's  |nropo«fil» 
and  MS  Bjceepimicie  i  Wt  he  saw  that  Bydney  WL  some  m- 
quietude  of  nis  own  on  his  mind.  He  assented,  however, 
with  a  readiness  which  secretly  hurt  Meaifrpi,  to  his  an* 
nouncement  that  he  meant  to  take  up  his  residenoe  inmte- 
dktely  in  Aklersgate ;  but  it  was  some  comfort  that  Aurora's 
^es  filled  with  tears,  and  the  roses  -deserted  her  lordly 
oheek: ' '  ^e  colonel  too  seemed  to  remark  this,  for  he  m< 
quired  somewhat  sharply  what  ailed  her*;  and  then  abruptly 
asked  Merryn  to  take  a  tarn  with  him  in  the  garden,  for  liiai 
he  had  a  communication  to  make. 

When  4tiey  were  frt;  some  distance  from  the  house,  the 
Itindness  ot  Sydney's  habitual  manner  seemed  to  return,  and 
tftking  ibe  young  man's  arm, 

*"  I  am  glad  of  this  matter  between  you  and  Shaftesbury, 
l^tOttgh  you  must  take  care  you  mH  not  into  Mb  mad 
^^b^nes,"  be  said,  ''and  on  an  account,  whidh  while  it  makes 
n^  smile,,  somewhat  troubles  me.  Bead  this  cmistle,"  and 
the  colonel  handed  a  paper  to  Mervyn,  addressed  to  Colonel 
Sydney,  and  putidng  him  on  his  guard  respecting  a  reported 
attachment  betwe^  his  daughter  and  Captain  Blood. 

"It  is  Chifiinch's  kaadwriting---«tcociouB  villain  V  cjjaett* 
bited  Merryn,  colouring  rery  deeply. 

**  But  this  absurd  report  has  gamed  ground  eisewherts,  n^ 
I'ord  BusseU  tells  me,  continued  Sydney,  "  and  it  behoves 
me  to  put  an  end  to  it  i  perhaps  I  am  something  lateto  do  so, 
^  my  eontcnnpt  for  men's  opinions  lei^  me  wrong  the 
righfr  way.  And  yet  I  feel  I  am  as  completely  their  shcre 
^  ft^y  omer  man,  fyjr  the  way  in  ii^ich  tiiis  foolish  rumour 
affects  me.'* 

*' Yon  then  consider  BUbhan  alManco  as  one  involving  dis- 
^ee  and  dishonour,  Ck)lonel  Sydney  P"  said  Mervyn,  inti- 
petuously. 

^**  An  alliiance ! — ^it  cannot  be  that  you  ever  really  enter-  , 

tamed  such  an  idea !"  said  Sydney,  stcnmly.  i 

"  I  see  now  what  the  systems  of  philosophers  are— words, 
mere  words !"  said  Mervyn,  bitterly.    "  What  is  there  mar^  ] 

vellous  even  if  I  darea  to  lore   your  daughter.  Colonel  | 
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Sydney  P  Am  I  not  a  manP  HJaye  I>  not/^^B^^  m 
beanl^^  •eatfs  to  imbibe  harmony,  a  hdart.  to  IdreM^Mttat 
arm  to  proteetF  And  is  she  not  a  woman,  yaazfgy  ixeHitifiiJ^ 
and  ereiy  way  worthy  of  the  most  paBsioaate  aU^^ure 
afieotionr  "    .  -:J:V.  •  r 

<«And  iuxre  yea  told  her  all  thn  fini  wbaST^jMmtit 
Mer^ni  P'*  replied  the  colonel^  fsahnly*  ^  '  /  .i>.«f.j:i-.Ti 

1.  ^'When  I  bion^t  Mistress  Srdneythe'ikiiig^S'PKipaidi 
aheknew thati  was  eitiier  the  basest  skveawe-^icrsH^ai^ 
vaddemed  ioTBr'!";fiid  Mervyn,  with  Tehemeneei/  —-^  .v.  - 

''This  clears  up  tiie  only  diottd  tiukt  zested* ixD^romiBtiaf 
o^iott/*  repHea  Sydney,  eTideutly  sfcmdE:^*: '^emd  nlft/je> 
nmds  me  wefl'that^  bat  for  your  oonrage^ m^  9aii|^xtar 
wDuld  not  tko/w  be  worth  an  honest  man's  <aeeepttajuBe^;<QI^ 
Mervyn,  would  to  God  we  had  destrayod  tkki'altcMidnaUi 
mass  of  prdndices  and  crael  follies,  on  whi^  thg  -ptesBBt 
«tniefcnre  of  society  is  raisedi  Bat  how  eaa  X  wccLUny 
daughter  to  poverty  and  shame,  eren  if  .she  J^tumed'^iMir 
\of9e  P^et  but  the  time  come  when,  the  gieat  yriuiiijABS 
for  whieh  I  hare  all  my  lifb  eontended  are  no  lan|i»r9tniatid 
aa  idle  dreams -^eome  to  me  <«  seme  wieti-Btnidrieiiiiiyii 
of  Hbearty,  which  establishes  t]M»  lighteoiM  dodtKaudbs^dftt 
aatacal  equality  of  men'--Hind  I  will  pnafer  von  aiiin^F^eoii^ 
tisB  greatest  despot  on  the  -fiiee  of  the  eartii  I  -       -kU   soLor^ 

^Tfaat field  maybe  sfcmck  in  a  lew<days,"iaid?]kfiBBifi^ 
tmiflh  moihfied*  by  tilts  speech*    ^  Lord  ^thafbeabiir^tlmdavs 

tell  you— -*"  .-.;::.--_ 

^I  will  hear  no  more  of  Shafteabogy's  nsvmgB  y 
ripe  but  his  own  mad  xaffe,"  interstiptal  Sydam^  fH\ 
there  comes  my  daughter  J  I  trosfc  so  mudiinydB*  Jhiii     . 
Oldiervyn,  that  I  leare  yon  to  make  TOnn  adieus  oamiMy; 
but.  diiehcefturth  your  visits  to  my  nouse'-rndstri'liai'toiiflb 

.i  And  the  colonel  dived  a;wBy^isxto  another: -watic^-bni^jni 
Mithout  Merryn  peroelTing  that  he  wasmachBioivcd  bjithe 
•obrersationwhiai  had  {just  passed^''  ^'  .  !      ■    :  •>!•' 

.  Aurora  now  approaohed,  aaid  though  she  jcffisotediidafefaflr 
flowers  by  the  w&y,  she  lodced  Very  melancholyy  «uui!t^w^ 
evident  she  had  been^ we^^ing^  MeSrvyn  offered hisaitoif and 
together  they  returned  tervtifflrdsi  the  aotise/'ill  T^if^mpxaaak 
sitence*  •.;■•■•.:..'    •      -'.'.-  i*  <_--•« :A 

^^  So  you  mil  leanps^tus^**  'She-  lEtedd,  -at  last,/ with  an  atten^ 
at  a  smile,  which  ended  in  !hel>'eyes'  jSlling  with'  teanL  • '  ^  .    . 

"I  fimst  leave !yda,  tdeaifist  iMistnss  S^^dncyri^i^'zaidied 
M&SYjn,  passiona^&yii  ^^Yaur  Sidiev,  dear  Aurom^'liBeiaiv 
tortea  from  me  the  secret  i  of  my  love*  and  I  am  plec||;ed:tD 


•  ••  ^. 


3r0uiioinccettuLtilI  have  done  something  to  eleratemjw 
gdfjfirom  the  degndation  in  which  I  Ma  pluBgedr*-ibnt  tniist 
jtta»  iavBlie|it^  that  shall  soon  be,  ex  I  wiU.Iie  hmer  yet  I" 
jz.^AiB^  did  B^fti^r  traat  70a  with-^did  he  dare  ta  remind 
Tou  of  this !"  said  Aurora,  flushing  vividly.  "  I  tell  youthen^ 
mmtiVfn^  Mion^h  I  lorehini  better  than  all  the  worlds  myself 
inclnded,  yet  m  this  maitefr  neither  he  nor  all  the  wodd  shill 
Maiis^mp  i^^onufoUofwing  the  dictates  of  ;iny  heart*  .  H^re  is 
inyxihaadri-if  von  accept  it,  I  will  be  yottic  and  youst  Alone 
for  ever— and  though  I  will  never. many  you  without  m^ 
^MHr's^oposent,  XwiU.  sever  marry  another... ' 
-  .-And  here,  bb  our  hero  and  herome  have  aasnmed  tkAefattf 
Taeiof  of  aoreivired.  kyvers,  we  shall  close  the  conference  betsreen 
ilMmi  and  proceed  with  our  narrative*  in  t&e  belief  that  the 
■u!mMBaatibn<rf  persona  so  situated  has  no  iBterest  for  anybody 
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fionsef  and  at  work  witib  all  the  ei^emess  and  daring  of 

yoQi3bL4  i^  ixis  new  capacity  of  oonapirator^generaL    In  the 

Baaawise^of  :tibLis>  office  lie  acquired  an  intimate  knowledge  of 

Wcthtf'leners  which  the  maaterohand  of  ShaltesbniT  had  ob^ 

fpinied^'aad  he  became  aware  that  he  had  formed  -pm  within 

alafc^sof  1  the  jBoost  discordanit   and  incongruous  materials^ 

&9sides  the  open  and  eohstitutional  pnartiee  of  Sydney  and 

JfffV^i  ^{  be  had  formed  a  dark  and  violent  conspiracy  in  a 

hmv^andnmitm  desperate  grade  of  society.    Mervjn  foundit 

impossible  to  make  these  l^o  coalesce :  the  latter  were  ready 

and  prepared  ix  any  measores,  however  violent ;  the  former 

ntteriy  wliaBed  to  take  a  decided  part  until  tiiey  had  es- 

Jitmitft^  ali  the  meana  of  constitutional  resistance* 

.  .Matian  were  in  tiiis  state,  when  news  suddenly  reached 

Ikferyyu^ai^IiordShafbtburyhadfledtoHoUaadl  Whethet^ 

induced  by  the  weakness  of  disease,  or  the  immediate  apprise 

lBBn8i0n&  of  arreat,  remaiiied  mdmown,  eveni  to  Mervyn>>  who 

anerelyj^eeeiiced  a  commission  from  the  early  appointing  him 

to  the  management  of  aJI  hia  concema  in  Englandi  and.  a 

^BiMcalaaaiawiloe  4faat?  he  kneant  to*  setum  in  a  few  weeks* 

iAadrthioui-  devobred  upon  Mervyn  the  micontroUed  mana^- 

teantrof  one  of  iah^  moat  dificult.aiid  dangerous  webs  of  pohcy 

imat'span  'by  the  anhtib  geniuBiof  man. 

Mervyn  had  now  a  station  and  a  political  importance  which 

the-.ftTtMMiPtitf>«iy  ar^niw  off hia« life;  fiia.rH|ipf JLtinn  for  COUrage» 

and  the  known  personal  hatred*  «ctf.  the  kingv  increased,  so  aa 
ftorpob  him  ahnoat  on  a  let^  witii  the  .diiefsof  the  partj^.  A 
borough  devoted  to  Shaffaeedbury  Was  pledged  to  elect  him,  if 
apailHanent  was  again  a\immoii!ed«  -     . 
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-  M^rrfn's  yiaitB  to  Sidney  Place,  thoaglL-lfte  eoomniiBd 
the  happineBs  aa  much  ae  possible,  irere  neither  fe^iriMrdir 
between,  and  Sydney  seemed  to  h»re  fonratten  Jii»i»tdatioii^ 
kft  Aurora  nerer  f aued  to  make  one  of  &e  pavty •  &  is  iate 
that  ehe  was  almost  always  snirdunded  by  a  bfussing  moitd 
of  admirers ;  but  there  was  a  sli^t  yet  exqvisiie  diatittetBitt 
—a  tenderness  invisible  to  all  bat  a  lorer's  eye»«^in  ]:i«ritta» 
ner  to  Mervyn,  which  made  him  feel  as  aeciiro  aa  if  ake^had 
Aone,.and  enabled  him  eren  to  enj<yf  tha  homage  and  unmnri 
admkation  which  she  excited. 

Meanwhile,  an  open  insurrection  had  be».  tacitly  reflolmd 
<ML  by  the  oonspirators,  and  a  tangible  means  and  o|»puiiMi^ 
wesre  all  that  remamed  in  dismission,  when,  one  monmig 
Howard  (who,  by-the-by,  had  taken  a  gnat  Iflon^  to  ovr 
hi»o  since  he  had  been  in  <a  condition  to  lend  SKsiey^  maliitfl 
into  Mervyn's  apartments,  with  the  informatioii  that  ka'had 
formed  a  plan  which  woold  snpersede  every  oth^^  bat  he 
declared  that,  to  judge  of  its  feasibili^,  hs  must  aoooBipany 
hhaa  to  a  place  in  the  counlTy,  whither  lie  would  not  telL 

Mervyn  readily  oonsentea;  they  mounted  their  bona, 
without  attendants,  and  rede  under  Howard's  direetHMS'tyi 
they  readied  i^e  north  road,  ere  Mervyn  inqBived  whiUisr 
they  wore  going ;  but  Howard  laughingly  refund  aU.  inlfAs 
tion  on  this  point,  and  they  continued  their '  road  «ppaBBB% 
towards  St  Alban's ;  but  before  they  reached  that  tamm, 
Howttd  suddenly  turned  eastward  aesoaB  the  fsoaateyr,  mai 
tibey  emerged  on  the  Cambridge  road.  The^badnesB  of  this 
by-road  consideraUy  fati^ed  the  horses,  but^  BJonaravdooii* 
turned  to  put  them  to  their  mettle  until  fhey  arrrvad  in  aight 
of  the  Lea,  as  it  flows  through  its  sweet  pastovallandsei^ 
Here  he  somewhat  slack^id  his  speed,  and  •pOintiag  to  i 
house,  whose  chimneys  rose  above  a  fine  groupi  of  treea,  an- 
nounced that  it  was  tndr  destination^  and  that  aa  oid  £iieDd 
awaited  him  there.  •  -    ' 

Mervyn  perceived,  on  a  nearer  immotiR>a>  thatikey  meet 
approaching  a  sqcare  batllemented  omidiiig,  fiMrtified  with 
two  towers,  one  square,  and  the  other  rsfond  uid  neaiMd»  It 
had  an  arched  entrance^  and  a  fortified  gate,  ana  had  appa* 
^ntly  been,  in  former  times,  the  easteUated  dweBiBg  of  Bame 
warlike  gentleman ;  but  it  was  at  present  d^mi&d  into  m 
farm-house,  as  appeared  l^the  numerous-  ouuoiises  vddch 
extended  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  which  was  sheltered  by  a 
thick  wood  of  birdi  and  oak. 

As  they  drew  near,  the  agricultural  purposes  to  which  tiie 
mansion  was  applied  became  more  apparent.  Oxen  and  «owb 
stood^in  a  shady  pool  near  the  house,  peaeodcs  etratted  abootr 
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aaHLrtiie-Tflrioas  senndfi  of  al!»usTfarm-yftrd  Mended  witk  the 
parpebml-  whirr  of  a  mill,  which  they  now  observed  among 
jAiB  oaks,  tamed  hj  a  roaring  current.  The  tower  seemed 
»ed«s'a  baam ;  there  was  a  loaded  wain  piled  up  with  com, 
9Kbone*j)f  the  windows,  and  a  strong  athletic  man,  in  his  shirt- 
fll0#T9s,  who  seemed  to  be  the  master,  stood  on  the  top, 
Jarkinig  the  eheaves  down.  ' 

'  Into  this  yard  the  travellers  rode,  and  almost  up  to  the 
oflvt,  wiUbcmt  faemg  observed,  when  Howard  whistled  a  pedu- 
fiar  air,  known  omy  to  the  initiated.  The  man  on  the  cart 
ishonted  sc^ae  cent  words  in  reply,  and  sliding  himself  dex- 
tevously  down  the  eom,  presented  to  Mervyn's  gaee  the 
Bhtshed  features  of  his  quondam  acquaintance,  Kumbold.  The 
meeting  was  coaxal  ahnost  to  roughness;  and  Bumbold 
BSiiBtang  th«B  to  dismount,  led  them  proudly  into  the  esta- 
bbthnent,  which  he  named  the  "  Eye  Mouse,'^and  announced 
himself  to  be  the  master  of  it 

Tlie  most  hospitable  attentions  were  now  heaped  on  ^b» 
guests,  ^eir  heroes  were  transferred  to  the  stables,  and 
BMBueires  to  neat  apartments,  where  they  were  leffcix»  refresh. 
iMJeanwhile;  the  preparationB  for  dinner  were  hastened  and 
improved,  and  Bumbold  greeted  them  on  their  descent,  in  a 
hottdsome  dress  cut  in  me  newest  style.  They  were  tiien 
uafaflrod  into  b  la^ee  oaken  parlour,  substanliaily  furnished, 
where  Mrs.  S>umbold  apjpeared  in  a  full  blaze  of  finery. 
SJQwsrd  found  time  to  whisper  to  Mervyn  that  she  had  been, 
the  widow  of  a  rich  maltster,  and  had  made  over  herself  and 
her  properly  to  the  disfigured  old  roundhead  soldier.  The 
eenversaiion  at  dinner  was  principally  made  up  of  disserta- 
tions on  farming  and  maltmg,  and  Mervyn  mwardly  mar* 
veiled  in  what  this  faroe  was  to  end :  but  as  tib.e  fair  hostess 
was  teo  much  dehghted  with  her  company  to  reture  imme^ 
diatrily^  after  disikier,  he  was  kept  for  some  time  longer  in 
suspense.  At  last  Howard  proposed  that  ihgy  should  go  out 
anMee  ^e  improvements  m  the  farm,  and  tiie  hint  bemg 
itodily  taken  by  Bumbold,  they  ail  sallied  foie^» 

LmnediKtety  they  were  out  m  earshot  of  the  house,  Mervyn 
Mtke<ecniveiBation  townrds  thesubieot  of  his  thoughts,  by 
itt^varing-*-**  Hsre  you  heard,  my lora,  when  old  Eowley  goes 
to  J^ewmarket  P    Is  if  nert  week,  as  usual  P" 

" So  *t»  confidently  said,"  repMed  Howard ;  "but  Captain 
Mervyn  is  not  yet  in  the  heart  of  our  mysteiy,'*  added  he, 
turning  to  Snmbold,  "  and  I  must  explain  a  little — ^but  'tis 
not  possible  to  have  things  in  readiness  to  make  the  attempt 
as  tney  ao.  Look  you,  Mervyn,"  he  continued,  *•  we  have* 
tile  notablest  plot  afoot  tiiat  ever  was,  for  lopping  the  two 
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sparks.  Batletm  first  Txew  tlie  localiitieBw  ^Seveil^oii^aQ^ 
is  the  liewnuoket  road."  And  he  stepped  out  of  rtiiafjsl^ioB 
to  the  road  by  which  they  had  amrecL  .-•   ■    <iV'  ' 

*«  Ay,  ^e  directest  road  to  Newmarket^  whareby/the  \aB% 
and  the  duke  always  go  to  the  laoes,"  said  Bumboldi,:  e^^e^ 
taking  op  Uie  word*  *'  You  see,  sur»  it  parses  ihiou^iyie 
heart  of  my  ftom-yard,  and  is  flanked,  by  my  <katlMnas<Mtf'siHl 
that  scattered  wood-*—-"  »  U   • 

**  Not  86  loud,  Master  Eumbold,"  intenniptedHonpn^^an 
his  turn.  "  But  ikow  let  me  exjilam,  for  I  planlied  tLe  whidf 
master,  and  should  understand  it  best<  JSowy  l^^ewyn/  boy, 
were  it  not  as  easy  as  siwrnng  partridges,  to-ambabflomt 
forty  x«solute  men  in  the  wood  and  outhouses^  hedj^eai  and 
ditches,  and  what  not?  Then  it  were  a  cheap ^accttdeooyt to 
overturn  a  cart  in  the  road,  and  so  stop  the  king's  eciaahf?r4ie 
k  seldom  guarded  by  above  thirty  horsemen-^-one  welL-akned 
discharge  would  empty  half  their  saddles,  thai  oat  upon  Aen 
and  empty  the  i«st  Charley  must  eit&er  be  death'tt-pKiaKiaer 
<nr  ours ;  meanwhile  our  friends  in  London  and  the  oommtim 
must  be  aware  of  some  project  afoot,  and  be  readty  t6  ei^Jods 
insurrections  in  all  paxts.  It  will  be  easy  ibv  'ua  teueaca^ 
l^irough  fields  and  by^lanes  till  such  time  as  wecaphjoiiviMir 
masses,  and  be  hailed  as  saviours  of  the  nation*  ^^xefgA, 
an  excell^it  plot!  What  ails  you,  captain F"  added ^ikew^tt 
observing  the  effect  of  his  communication'  onMervyn^  ^ds 
you  show  Uie  white  feather  after  all  P"  •       .     -:■ . 

^'Assassinate  the  king  I  murder  himP'*  repeal  Meapvjn, 
in  a  horror-struck  tone.  ''  Never,  nevBr  1  I  cannot  eoMwoit 
to  it.  It  were  sufficient  to  overwhelm  our  eansd  with  iiotfor. 
The  republic  itself  would  demand  our  heads/*  -     > : 

*'Is  this  the  thick-and*thin  gentleman  yoa  .tohH  niBioi^ 
Howard  P"  said  Eumbold,  obviously  mudi  obsoonberteAfi* 
'  *^  He  who  says  I  will  not  go  as  far  in  my  cadseiaaa&y  flm» 
lies !"  exclaimed  Mervyn«  **  But  a88as8inate>**'dip^3n  ftaasis 
in  the  king's  blood*^I  wffl  not.  Sjdney  would  be  the  ikinUa 
execrate  such  a  deed.  Seisee  ham  if  you  will  a  bnaikg  luBft^liiDS 
his  father,  to  a  trial,  for  his  treaaon  to  Iho^  peo^e-nlylinigiiatt 
to  the  block  I  I  amreadyand  wdUiAg-talayddwn'm^Uffaii 
such  an  attempt ;  but  I  will  assassinate  bq  man,  ihfin^^iis 
were  Nero  hiinsdl,"      *    .;     .^  .      -  .      *.      r     ;...    ;   ..,    .. 

"  Now  he  hath  set  his  nose  against  the  wind,  hd -JirilLsun 
till  he  burst,''  said  Howai^dyt^Mrvely.  '^  Would- not  tiaeMng 
have  assassinated  ytm,  but  fi>t'  Sydney's  froed  memosy.^?. 

"  Yet  perchahod  hehath  reason/'  said  jEUimbold^  munngly^ 
'<  This  age  is  toicy  squeamish  for  such  noU^  aets  of  BotBaui 
virtue  to  be  proi^rottii;  and  if  ^  head  too  rolled  on  the 
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l]^kv  I' kiK>tH  noiF  winetker  it  were  not  of  more  ierriMe  ^i« 
ganfoie/  k&Ving  suek  majesty  of  deliberate  juBtice.''    -  / 

"  Tis  ill  salying;a  morti^ng  woundT;  cut  to  the  qxiiiek  at 
filled  !</jexeltiamedKo^ardi  -f*  But  supposing  that  we  attempted 
jjotoBQlgrttliL^  s^dziaife  oft  the  7oyal  peorsonsy  we  mtflt  do^thatwi^ 
ad^iai:|»;6b]iflietyaffid  how  can  we  inarch  a  little'  army  here 
iu»\msBffedi  ■  if  we  are  not  to  attempt  a  surprise  B** 

•*  But  we  will  attempt  a  surprise,"  swd  itlervyn  ;."ofily  let 
mx^Qiffwf\h€i,  iS  poaaahie,  to  spare  the  t^rMt  for  a  Mghet  dis* 
p&Hi^;    If  he  falffi:  resisting,  hu  bk)od  tie /on <his  own  head." 
,  >-''fL/in<iLvif5^ou  capture  him,  wheipe  wiM  you  take  him  and 
yiin»eh^?"  said  Howard,  sneerifigly«.  >    >         :    . 

^}:  '^,  Xwill  ro]ise  L€(ndon  simultaneously ;  Xharre^eateasis,-^ 
retuxned  Mervya*  "  This  housed  land  suoh  jforcel^^  as  we  can 
hiisti^bfwmuster,  would  be-  siaroti^  enough  to  xessat,  in  the  finit 
bonstematiQQ^  v^^  we  hear  good  news  from  ouir  0iends^  at 
«K)ztit«tbe  king's  safety  will  guarantee  ours/' 
-'  ^KamlpGld  and  Howard  seemed  atpparently'eonvinoedby  this 
9Qaa(Ming,;.alid>  it  was^  finally  resolved  that  the  attempt 
ehotL)dr>lM  niade  in  the  manner  reeommended  by  Mervyn; 
Bpiiiwaptefik  ■  were  to  be  despatched  to«  prepare  a  general  re* 
^m)t,(ia37dt^^e*  citizens  were  to  hc4d  themselves  in  readinessi 
^Ekf^vet^n  ooiBCerted  a  plan  -of  the  baoricade  which  waa  to 
ifopjihe  it^yal  cocriages,.  the  means  necessary  to  turn  the 
fi^  House  Into  a  lime  fortress^  and  ihe  jdaces  where  the 
horsemen  might  meet  without  raising  Buspioi<HEid«  Howiyrd 
fii^ftffed  tovproirare  the  men  for  this  desperii^te  eaternriae^  and 
Ihumold  was  to-.hATe  all  in  readiness  at  the  scene  of  action^.. 

Meitfn^n'ir^isk.was  of  a  diffeeeni^  b»t  not  less  ha^sardous 
complexion.  He  was  to  set  all  the  wheels  of  the ;  coiu^iracjr 
in  m0ti6ft>inr4h|D  various  parts  to  which  its  machinery  ex- 
tendeAj. audit theiib  to  cnoss  ih^  seas  and  bring  back  ShAft^r 
biiiy  terhead)theoutb]reak»:  The  great  udlueaice  of  th^iearl, 
«tadr:liis.perfiBot> 'knowledge  of  the  men' and  means  to  bt 
eaxfik^edi  siaddrit  imfK>88ft)le  fto  attempt  -  anything  wittout 
haUL„  dmd  ithe  >|>lot;  was.  too^  dangerous-  a  secret  to  be  intrusted 
tBr:b>i(stt^p-oi>.fr'Comfcnonn)ea8ettge]<.  <  JPinallyat  was  agreed 
i&aftrtheanoddrate^/as'  dtey-cblled^'ihe:  Bmsiell  said.  Sydney. 
fraoligDBiiof  ihe  palr^r  shoidd  knowjo^hing  of  ihe  matter 
in  hand  until  ShutesDury  arriyed  to  concdHiSJte  them  with  his 

^..  ^akereiit  ta6piA>ion  it  was. reiseliBediths^iMeryynL should 
embaiic.at  msme  distant  seaf^rtjt  <ind  after  seme  dignities 
and  ^laya  in'  the  iaeedful.  -anranlgemetits,  he  was  actually 
WEttiB^  his  foot  <m  the.dedc  0(f  the  wesisel .which  was  to  bear 
him  &om  Hull  to  Amsterdam^  on  bjsnsMa^^n  to  Shaftes- 
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hvy,  when  news  reached  him  of  tlid  sudden  deeith  of  miat 
nobleman ! 

Thb  infonnation  had  anrived  at^  Thanet  Hoase  'before 
Mervyn  could  return  thither,  and  on  his  agMk  jtfeeettlag 
himself  he  found  that  he  had  akreadv  eeased  to  bd  TtBfMae*' 
ter.  Everything  waa  under  lode  aac[  seal,  the  seriFaata  ds- 
persed  ana  straDgefs  in  possession,  and  finding,  it  ufitiees 
to  urge  any  olaims  of  his  own,  he  took  his -departkfiN^' re- 
solving to  find  out  Howard,  and  asoeartain  how  mtttteam^lisd 
gone  in.  his  ahsettce.  They  met  at  a  eofiee-konse  in  -  the 
vioini^  of  Howard's  residence,  and  the  eail  bron^lit  wit& 
him  Colonel  Ranisey>  Shafteshory's  most  inisted  and  in- 
^g°'"g  inatnunent. 

"  So,  poor  Shaftesbury  is  gone !  cut  off  in  full  blo986nr?" 
was  Howard's  first  oMervation,  after  viinging  Td.^orvy^t'i 
hand  witli  seeming  cordiality. 

"  The  court  hat£  sc«ne  inkhnff  of  our  plot  9  hare  yo«i-not 
heard  P"  said  Bums^,  hurrieiSy,  "  there  is  a  waxraait  ost 
againstyou^  Captain  Mervyn,  as  a  seditious  ill^iisposed  po^ 
£on.  Heaven  knows  who  wiU  be  the  next." 
.  '' We  will  take  our  prisoners  first  without  a  wamudi^ 'liis^ 
ter  Eumsey,"  said  Mervyn,  calmly.  "In  three  days ; the 
king  or  I  shall  be  in  the  Tower;  and  I  trust  in  n^y^gobd 
star/* 

*'  Nay>  then  you  do  not  know  that  the  king  is  retwmed  sal^ 
and  sound  to  London  P"  replied  Howard.  '*  The  maHgmawy 
of  fate  would  have  it  so^  that  a  fire  broke  out  in  New- 
market, and  burned  part  of  the  royal  lodgings,  so  Bowley 
and  the  duke  left  it  a  week  earlier  tbdin  we  escpwted/* 

**  So  now  theae  is  nothing  for  us  but  to  star, '  said  SosMaey. 
<^Oiir  heads  are  in  the  Eon's  jaw,  and  he  begins  to  wag 
his  taiL  Our  finends,  the  moderates,  are  met  to  dispalte  oa 
what  is  not  to  be  done  now  Shafteiribiury  10  ^nei  and  we 
are  goiw  to  try  and  coax  them  inito  somet^mtf  valorous. 
Ceme  wita  us;  MBsket  Mervyn,  and  lend  us  y ons  elowMnee." 

Mervyn  readily  assented,  wad  the  thi«e  tooktbm  wajrte 
the  house  of  Mr*  Hampdni,  where '^e  moderatea  held  l&eur 
meeting,  althou^  he  himaelf  ivae  semethiag  of  a  deeper  j^ 
In  a  handsome  apartment,  furnished  in  the  pottipoas  at^<<f 
ihe  Louis  Quatorxe  ffra,  Mervrn  found  the  cniefe-  ^-the 
party  assembled — ^Monmouth,  Essex,  iR'assell,  Sydnegr»  and 
the  young  master  -of  the^  house,  who  aU  reoeited  him^with 
great  c^cuahty.  Tbgy  were«  aU  ia  deep  nKmraing,  h«t  tiie 
table  was  covered  with*  a  nch  dessert,  and  glitteriag  wines  of 
every  growth  and  ooleiuv  the  better  to  blind  the  eyes  of  the 
court  to  their  proceedingSi 
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^  "Ypuooso^  itt  the  very  nick. of  time-^we  Lave  jnstEp- 
pointed  a  cabal  to  manage  the  parly,  and  jou  shall  be  one  of 
U0,  oaptaix^">  said  the  Duke  <^  Monmouth.  "  Shafl^ekury 
WQfi  but  one  man,  but  it  tajcea  all  of  us  to  replace  him,— ^like 
twf^V^iyj-^ej^n  ahillin^s for  a.moidore ;  aikL  you,  who  know  the 
clue,  to  all  his  plots,  will  be  half  himself  amoi^  rm,** 

".Nj^i  my  terdt  I  asjuire  to  no  such  honour/'  replied 
MervipOfSc  "  X  am  but  aib  instrument ;  use  me  aa  such,  ana  if  I 
fail  yo^  hand  I  shall  break,  nob  hend.'' 

"  There  are  six  of  us,  yet  odd  numbens  atv  lucky/'  said 
iissex,  .wi:^  a  foreed  smile. 

"At  alleTents,  it  is  no  longer  time  to  deliberate  when 
Catiline  is  at  the  door  I"  said  lUunsey.  *'  We  must  eith^ 
fight  or  fly.  Know  you  not^  gentlemen,  that  liiere  is  an 
oS^  ior  MBBi0t  Mearvyn!s  arrest  P  What  will  be  next,  think 
youP" 

.'*  l^ere  is  but  one  que»tion.-*-H3haU  we  die  like  sheep,  or 
D^IIiIqs  aa  e£B[>rt  for  our  own  lives  and  the  liberty  of  the 
nation.F'Vezoliumed  Howard.  "  Cokmel  Sydney,  do  you  stitt 
beliere  the  times  are  not  yet  ripe*  oar  do  they  need  our  blood 
tQ^^mHijLe>  ib^B  bear  frait  P" 

'*  My  sword  is  loose  in  the  scabbard,"  repHd  Sydney; 

",ll]«9i  ^njt^eiuen,  let  us  determine  at  once !"  exolaiBied 
Mervyn.  '*  Beyolt---and  revolt  at  onee,  ere  men's  minds  have 
tisBfiuto  ehiU.  into  submission.  Let  our  only  questions  bo  the 
wher^,  l^e  when,  and  the  how/' 

.  .^'l-wok  fpr  thd  oOuntiT — ^the  west  country  !-^t  was  pre- 
dicted to  me  I  should  %ht  a  sreat  battle  there,"  said  Moaif 
mouth.*'  What  csa  coie  do  in  me  oiiy-P  It  would  be  imp08«' 
sibl^toatand  a  eharge  of  the  Jung's  horse  unless  the  train- 
bands declare  for  us,  and  they  are  but  overfed  squeaxmsk 
ciMzeoa,  .who^pr9£»^  their  fat  ease  to  everything/' 

/Miet.ns  baoricade  the  city,  as  the  people  of  Paris  did  in 
the  daya  of  the  Fronde,"  said  Sydney*  "  1  will  nnde^rtake  to 
hold  iLondon  against  ten  thousand  men  for  three  weeks,  if  w# 
c^  Guojly  I9ak&  ^ood  the  first  thisee  hours/' 

"  Give  me  two  hundred  meo,  and  I  will  ODorprise  you  the 
gua<4a»  aodthe  Towee^^ hnaw  they  keep  no  soldierly  ^e* 
captip^/'  said  Mexvyn. 

*>  tS^  let  us  begin  0k  a  distance^  if  we*  would  prosper,"  said 
Monmouth,  vehemently.  "  It  hath  been  prophesied  to  me  that 
my  0tar-«-I  mean  the  ^aa  of  the  lepuiuie^HdiaiL  rise  in  the 
weat^  like  «  lo^al  sunl  Tauniton  for  mel — the  king  will 
liave  to  take  his  choice  of  these  ifcwo  hanuH^-either  to  send 
dowcB  lus  foroes  and  leave  the  city  impnoteeted,  or  give  us 
time  to  form  in  the  country  if  he  does  not/' 
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•  -^Bot  leamg-ibU  ^nee^n  to  fbtnre- 
more  impprtanoe  dsmis  oar  atteiAum/^  «aujk 
^^Wliere^are  oilr  ma^faBmes^and  aiiiBW9'i>f  >frM[^P*< 
{MMAtioi»'iun>«  we  made  to  faroiBb:  oorff  ' 
^^HjTj  indeed,  htfw  ean  we  pvoeatfe  tiieni'wiifiunitii 
watchdogs  of  the  Mnemmeaat  V  ~    *  /  - '» / «  .? «  Juo  p'IuJ 

^'Ay,  where  is  &e  gold,  the  doHarih-«H»a^»KiuSt?«tifedH^ 
<rat  gold !"  exalaimed  Howard.  ^  For:  n^  /owik  ^ii^v"  'btmrn 
an  esduuiBted  milieu  an  Sucorial,  ae  the  SpaiiBqrd«faMifariM4]iit 
I  can  pledge  my  wife's  jewels."  »      ;    '  v  MiKi^Jij^^hj- 

^Ia  gbod^th,  we  shall  need  some^tweoirf^^tbiHno^bOQ- 
sand  pounds  to  begp  on,"  said  MoniacmtlJL^^  *fiE*'kmpmfi»^ 
scribe  all  I  can  drain  fi!«m  my  Jews-««4MiHhat<#]ii'lbe'^ittie 
eii0H|3fh;    Moor  Pafk is  pawned.*'  .>  i>r/. 

**  Mj  LopA  Ghper  sends  woids  thift  he  willi8D.Ba«Kai»rtMi 
thonsaad  gtunaas  from  his  prirate  purse/'-  said-iteBM^' 
m  hm^h,  in  which  the  whole  -company  joined  henrtily^i-^rci  '- 

"  But  ere  we  adyanee  farther,  it  were  well^  nv^, ; 
«aid  Sydney,  "to  consider  how  to  mi^Ee  a  ooolitii 
oils  with  Scotland ;  and  for  that  purpose  •kt<  iisFi 
flt  person  to  be  sent  thither,  to  unite  us  into  <ia4mma^  and 


care."  ■<  .;  fir/  'j:i-  -xo  % • 

**  Argyle'and  the  clan  Campbell  9a»  readytst  itiia  ^pb&Qtf  of 
a  pibroch,"  said  Monmouth.  ''  And  ^ere  "is  tsvjr  LdbschlieMi 
or  Sir  John  Cockram  wiUing  enough  to  speafe  to  ihb  fiint'ifH 
men  of  our  interest  in  those  parts."  a    ^i  .    ^ 

''Nay,  for  they  cannot  put  their  nightcaps  eu -but v^Hh 
dM>dale  %yy  reports  it,"  said  Lord  Bssexw  >  ^It  mmat  Msome 
new  face  m  Scotland — ^what  sayyoo  to  JCastet>  JfervymB'*^ 
will  need  great  management,  too,  for  Ltodsrdate>hiaBB»ilfeftge 

'  <'  If  I  am  hn&ffed,  my  loi^,  it  shaU  Wiiillniia^''iwiiM 
Merryn.  **  I  tell  you  again,  I  am  a  s^dief,  sM  ^poGtaBUB." 
i  *^  And  Mervyn's  great  knowledge*  mfdeksfiB^kmi^^  fjktm 
are  essentMl  to  our  own,-'  said<fiowaBd*'i  ni  iooia  <>i  joa  -i.-: 

'^  Well,  Burs,  I  know  a&other»whO'ina^?matci(iaLe  ^ii^^lfor 
eiitoning[-^Ma8terAsw(m'-Sniithr^'eaid>Sttdii^       -^ir  uci 

'*  I  will  engage  to  bring  my  lAXtdrlhiirili  iuH^lkedv^dtts- 
tMnff  of  my  wi&'s  ktndred^^  said  M6ibB6utbi  -  ^f^AiiixVmY 
Lord  EusissH  w«U  widte>t6  SirJohivto^wiloiitihe  «l  -pemdmtXif 
known  .^i' 

*'  Aaron' win  manage  it>  adnnirabiyM^jedb^  do|^«M^.l3iov 
him  well;"  hxtermptieid  Lordi  H^wavd^^  *  f'^BfXb'foiemkak  f«^ 
pose  ai<e  thes^  gen^mftn'tb  he  brooght'to' London ^ff  >..! 

**  To  forHi  a'phtn^  c^p«rati^is  with  us,"  said  Mooaottoatik 
«'Argyle  hath'(fout'  tonnriieath  hk  obiynuwe,  s»  .'O^iptein 
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Mem3|adbuM»«4yid  ibe  Hi^Uands  are  all  ai-blase*    Bodt  ihe 
2&aK<««l  kned  money,  and  idbo  iuitli  asy  at  kia  dwitam  P-'-  ' 

''^<iii!&«ihe  Scots  hvM  gold,  and  yu»y  will  rebel  ei^ry  •da]^  of 
HH^MUvagaiiNfr anything  or-any  body,"  Bsid  Bumsey*  "  Bjai 
IfWsrf  ijO^toin,'  Marryn -s  opiiii0ii«  and  would  haire  ibo  flame 
burst  oat  in  eyery  part  of  the  kingdom  at  cmee.** 
'1  ^  IjefeiBSThaaiF.  Maeter  Mervyn'e  list  of  t^se  tovna  on.  which 
poDii ShafteabagypauMapally ' depended,  a4id  wtmld  have  had 
]»jyb3)i}vi.jdu^  »piaka  m/'  said  Lord  linsaell,  in  his  usual  eahn 
and  deliberative  manner. 

:  *^/JbojBiaa-^Bn»tol*-Taimton--york-^  I" 

*r^n]»dr  okit  Met!vyBu 

.^AgaiiH]Uy:fiiltalogae,"  said  Sydney. 

"  And  now  we  have  united  ourselves  in  this  dangerous  un» 
dflrtaltinrgi";  said  Hampdim,  ^'  it  may  be  well  to  ask  a  question 
steb^fhiia  ah^eady  been  put  to  me — To  what  end  is  ail  this? 
It  is  meet  ihait  we  direct  our  proceedings  by  such  principles 
iifi/^kaA  not  put  in  jeopardy  the  properties  and  liberties  of  the 
^Btfple:  Mot  mine  own  part  I  would  resolve  all  into  tha 
sMraDai^>0f'a  parliament.'* 

..J/istti'^hait  chosen. fairly,  not  by  a  few  chartered  rich  mmt* 
but  by  the  whole  masi^  of  the  people !"  said  Sydney,  eagerly. 
.  "ILtewaime  are  all- agreed  that  it  is  only  the  public  good 
we.  iatetid,*1  aatd  Homnouth,  with  a  dark  frown.  "  But  for 
mf  par^  X  know,  that  though  the  Scotch  may  be  brought 
to  it  in  time,  the  noblemen  there  will  not  at  present  suffer  a 
oBnanDaweaiitht"  . 

**  We  htsve  conquered  them  under  kings,  why  not  under  the 
n^ubiBeF*  iidd  Sydbaey,  sharply, 

'  '^  liei;!ua  not  iOuatxd  about  the  skin  till  we  have  caught  the 
bear,"  said  Lord  Russell,  **  But  meanwhile  we  have  sat  a0 
long  indfliBnorition  ib&ti  it  is  time  to.  part,  if  we  -^ould 
tici^suAoaj  91.  tab  ,lbrl  the  cabal's  ear  to-morrow.  Let  us  i;^- 
aoisv  ofxtiun^  unta&icpuc  messenger,  returns  from  Scotland,  and 
aoree  not  to  meet  agabtim  then,  lest  we  rouse  suspicion*"  > 

;*LY<fcjikiUrher!to<fc  latetheBl'-  aaidMervyn,  passionately. 
"  You  are  putti^otg'bfi^the  day  of  daoger.aa  you  thinks  but'it 
wBl:9«ly)]m<ig  it  ftlkstdr  ei:uT 

-*'£ri]0  isyx.  thak'hit^l<Ht.]m  tail  would  fain  ^rsuade  his 
brcydoceskr  to  umtuotf/  th^i^^"  md-  Mosmmiik,.  with  a  bitter 
smile. 

**  Cbme^to  mfy  houise-f  yoawall^  b»  aafe?  these  awhile,**  said 

6ydney,'wanQ^  fes^tendibg.  hk  hendfta  the  ytoung  conspirator. 

'*  Itather  to  mine,  SydfBey/'  wiid  Lopd  lUisseU,  signincautly. 

"  To.neltherr  my  lord,**  said  Howards  h«6t%*  **  I  will  lend 

him.  a  hoEse,  and  he  shall  to  our  ^end,  iB^bold*s,  in  the 

2  B 
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vonntrr,  till  this  wind  blow  over.  I  hssve  prepared  all  for  ^ 
reception." 

Mervyn  readily  aoeepted  lihie  altemstiTe ;  it  waa  agreed 
that  he  should  wait  at  the  Bye  House  for  the  meaa^iger's 
return  from  Scotiand ;  and  i^  meetizEg  fttioke  up  in  a  state 
of  nncertainiy  em  all  the  points  on  which  it  haA  'been 
oonrened. 

.  It  was  a  fine  frosty  moonlight  when  Mcprvra  fbiomd  himself 
•n  the  Cambridge  road^  well-monnted  and  aJone,  on  hassinj 
to  Bumbold's  fatal  form.  The  bright  ^shnesa  q£  the  eova^ 
air  somewhat  cooled  his  fevered  blood,  and  a  mood'Of.  dew 
melancholy  followed,  in  which  he  allowed  his  horse  to  M 
into  a  tranquil  walk.  Unwilling  to  alarm  the  fajQoily  at  the 
^ye  by  a  night  arriTal,  he  allowed  the  animal  to  oooi^unie  ks 
saunteriag  pace  till  daylight  broke,  when  ha  thoiifiht  tibui^ 
Humbold,  wno  was  a  man  of  very  active  habiU,  would  shmriiT 
be  astir.  He  was  right  in  his  conjectures,  for,  oil  tfonuag  into 
ihe  Eye  road,  the  firot  person  he  met  was  Bumbold.  himsett 
aoming  at  a  rapid  gallop,  weU  armed,  and  in.  such  ha^te  tfast 
he  was  upon  Mervyn  almost  before  he  could  tnxa  aat.e£  ^ 
♦way. 

"Why,  Master  EumboldP  this  is  strange  riding  I"  he  «- 
claimed,  as  the  colonel  suddeidy  drew  a  pistol  firoa^  his  girdle 
in  a  distracted  manner,  but  as  suddenly  recogmzui^  hin,  k: 
it  sink  in  great  amazement. 

"  What,  Captain  Mervyn  I  whither  so  early  ?"  he  said. 

"  To  your  house — ^for  shelter,"  replied  Mervyn, 

'^You  seek  then  more  than  the  owner  lumseif  can  find!" 
replied  Bumbold.  "  I  have  eertain  intelligence  that  the  fofts 
«t  Whitehall  have  found  out  everything,  and!  I  ha^e  bat  three 
hours'  start  to-  get  out  of  the  clutches  of  a  sergeantpat-axaiB  f 

"  Whence  have  you  this  intelligence  P" 

"  From  that  damnable  paltry  ^ain  West,  asd  little  Keel- 
ing, the  vintner ;  they  were  going  to  tell  the  eoanoil  e^mj- 
thing,  because  they  are  named  in  the  proclamation  with  your 

"  Save  yourself  then ;  I  will  return  and  pnt  Howa^  on  ik 
jwing  I"  said  Mervyn.  "  I  can  do  it  in  a  oo^le^of  hpvfBSr  and  if 
no  &tter  can  be  done,  we  will  off  to  theSLagua  togelh^K.'* 

"  You  can't  do  it  on  that  blown  horser-^-^aJce  mine^-^I  have  a 
good  start,"  said  the  generous  maiLtsteri .  "  And  here  iaa  swig  of 
brandy — it  will  do  you  good,  for  you  look  as  pale  as  a  turnip." 

Merv3m  at  first  declined  this  noble  offer,  bat  oonsideriM 
how  much  depended  on  his  speed,  he  at  length  consented,  a^ 
embracing  very  heartily,  the  two  conspirators  parted — never 
to  meet  again  on  earth. 


■■!■      '         .•',     ''  '•  . 
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VHS  APDUHG'  OF  A  CONaPiBAC?. 

'  •Mjfi*vinr' prtycfeeded  tapidly  on  his  war  baci  to  Hottdon,  tifl 
te  reached  a  hill  near  Bamet,  in  descenoing^^  which  his  hoiBe 
liMticibl^  and  came*  to  the  gronnd,  breaking  both  its  knees ; 
.«Tid= finding  it  impossible  to  proccfed,  he  led  the  animal  -t6 
Bartiet,  stotred  it  at  a  forrier's,  and  endearouf ed  to  prdcnre 
another.  Bnt  as  he  was  quite  nnknown  in  the  town,  and  had 
but  little  money  with  him,  no  one  would  trust  him  with  so 
Valuable  an  article,  and  distracted  with  the  delay,  he  resolyed 
%o  resume  his  journey  on  foot.  He  arrived  in  London  abotit 
noonday,  abnodt  too  faint  to  stand,  cotiered  with  dust,  arid 
•disr&gured  from  head  to  foot,  so  that  he  could  scancelv  be 
fecogniised  eren  by  those  who  best  knew  him.  The  first  thing 
%e  heard  on  reacmng  Holbom,  was  a  proclamation  offering  a 
teward  of  one  hundred  pounds  each  for  nine  of  the  inferior 
aetdfrs  in  the  Eye  House  plot,  and  of  a  thousand  for  Mon- 
inouth,  Lord  Grey,  or  himself.  On  inquiry  of  a  bystander, 
he  teamed  that  Lord  Bussell  had  been  before  the  prj^vy 
'00ttncil,atid  was  sent  to  the  Tower ;  but  this  was  positivefy 
denifed  by  one  who  had  seen  his  lordship  return  to  his  own 
liouse  under  a  guard. 

Howard,  however,  was  not  named ;  and,  in  Ulie  dirtracted 
State  of  his  mind,  Mervyn  could  resolve  on  no  plan  but  to  seek 
him  out,  and  ascertain  rate  real  state  of  things.  He  dared  not 
trust  any  one  with  a  message,  and  he  therefore  determined  to 
go  to  Aumerle  House ;  in  half  an  hour  he  stood  on  the  steps 
of -that  mansion.  He  had  never  been  in  it  since  his  arrest  by 
Gates ;  for,  singularly  enough,  Howard  never  invited  him  to 
"his  hotise,  nor  of  course  had  he  ever  desired  to  enter  it  him- 
•ftelf.  All  seemed  quiet;  and  it  was  not  fear  but  an  inexplicable 
chaos  of  feelings, ,  which  shook  his  hand  as  he  lifted  the 
'Aiassive  knocker.  The  door  flew  open  with  strange  rapidity, 
and  with  a  start  he  saw  that  it  was  opened  by  a  soldier.  Bfis 
"pre^noe  of  mind  did  not,  however,  desert  him,  and  he  inquired 
ror  the  Lord  Howard. 

•*  Gome-  in,  all's  fish  that  comes  to  the  net,"  replied  the 
'tidier ;  and  observing  Mervyri  hesitate — **  Come  in,  master 
dusty !"  he.  added,  levelling  his  arquebuse.  "  You  must  have 
my  captain's  permission  ere  I  suffer  you  to  depart." 

.  Finding  that  no  better  could  be  done.  Mervyn  pretended  a 
•ready  acquiescence,  and  the  soldier  escorted  him  up  stairs. 
Everything  was  in  confusion,  the  servants  standing  about,  and 
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tbe.llOl;^(e.iA  i^  state  of  .geuenJ,  4i)9order»  r^^aB  ogpjip/^ 
by  Ilia  gmde,  or  rather  captor,  into  the  graud|' dnDgpj^-nppj^ 
whese  hi8.fir«t  iiLteryjew  iritbXa^.  Bi^^ard  l^^^W^S^^iice, 
vhexi  iatrodiiced  by  Blood,  But  tiuAga  were,  muebb^^i^^^j 
a  niimber  of  soldiers  were  engaged  in  ransacking 


fi^temi-loolcing  o£icer  directed  th^ir  prooee^g^,w:^t}L^^ 
c^his  pisfiols,  and  a^c^erk  stood  near  bixn*  engage^,^ 
au  inventory  of -tTjie  axticles  around^    Ija^y^GLpw  "^ 
sa^  in  an  ar^^-cbaij:*  p^e  as  death,  her  brows. " 


c^te^ea.  ;:  iie  is  90P  nere ;  ne  nas  gone  tx>,iiouifj^--T|;fi3)i 
weet  since»    He  if  safe  at  Amsterdam*  I  hope !"  /        .ttj  •  tt 

"  It  cannot  be,  madam,*'  replied  the  commander^  **  J^j 

fhipwas  seen  yesterday  in  theMall ;  I  will  stay  h^icejm  c^^^, , 

day r  but  I  will  clutch  him. »  His  bed  was  warm — ^here,  ^^,  Ju| 
doublet,  shoes,  sword — ^my  men  surroimd  th^e  hous^-fA;^  Ipj^r 
not  have  escaped.  It  were  well,  methinks,  if  Jbe,  a^^jioe 
further  trouble,  for  I  am  certain  he  is  here,  and.  X  If '^^^ 
the  house  down  brick  by  brick,  ere  he  shall  *scape.^pi^  ^  " 

•*, You  will  find  that  difficult,  SirPhiUp-^n>y.ancc^it£MM 
it  strongly,"  said  the  countess,  scomfmly.    "B!^]^.l90OT^ 
your  searrch;  be  sure  and  do  not  neglect  tO)  .exan)||^e^  1 
swallows'  nests  on  the  eaves  there."  «  t^/»  . . 

..  At  this  moment  Mervyn's  icaptor.  stepped  up,  jjgd^  vvjJJ^MreiS 
to  Sir  Philip,  who  turned  sharply  round*.  "Wt^t,  Sfm  (^ 
Mow  is't  r  he  said.  "  By V  lady,  a  trfUtike^y  la4.?7:^w^  the 
;fiend  are  you.  manP"  ...•',  ,,,',« 

.    *'  My  lord's  bailiff  at  Eskricke,  for  the.  jrep^pf^Ji  ^i^^  said 
,5Mervyn,  in  a  counterfeited  tone  of  stupidity.  . .  -.   ^ .,   ^  ,[,., 
^,  Jhe  Jwrst  sound  of  his  voice  made  liady  H9;f^i^^^tj5^W 
.she  looked  or  rather  glared  at  hin^,  for'fl.  ^j^wnefifc^^Sjfce  ^ 
^aonished she-wolf.        ^  .  •,      lm^V  '.'fj^  ••  • 

"Do.  yon  know  this  man,/ madam P",ai|id,  tUalfj^fai^ 
'startled  at  the  wild  exp^ression  of  her  ey€».    . , . ,  •  t  ,,.»-!« T-. 

"Know  him!"  s|he. aaid, oi:  rather  8hr5iekedt.ftQ,d#lffviCH« 


plotter-rMervyn,  83  he  qajff^  hiijaself !"  .         ,    ;   ;     l-  . 

"  If  I  am  a  traitor,  ^nadflin,  thcA  so  is  your  buabif^a  ^'  Sdii 
"liiervyn,  calmly  V     _-     '  t/.V 

"Thou  liest^  xni^^rable  villain]— he  is  no,. traiiqrl^  6)i« 
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teffdte'^'  ""^IPeHili  tH^  Ve'ry  name  bf  Axnnetle  6^^b  hidi 

•''j^^Siiifi'^'dddr  yottMelf,  Bii?--yoti  are  in  tlid  J)roblatnafion  5 
l)tf^Wil  tiolence,  iady,  id  strange  atid  nndhristian/'-  said  Sit 


'y*  MVhatne  i^  Ifer^fn,  and  I  sturender  myself,"  teplied  the 


(nff^lnan,  with  desperate  composure. 


;^  m^Vour  sWord,  sir — ^I  am  sorry  for  y6ii,*'  said  the 
ca'^^iiV^tid !^Brtryn  was  sullenly  preparing  to  linbucklie'it,' 
^ned  a  shriek  from  Lady  Howard  annonno^  that  something 
l^rrlbld  had  occurred.  All  turned — and  a  soldier  was  observed 
dra£^ging  a  man's  leg  down  the  chimney;  followed  by  th^  retit 
6ftkS'ho§y,  aill)egrimed  with  soot^  and  in  shirt  and  diawers. 
!BIack  ad  "he  Was,  and  trembling  all  oyer  as  if  in  an  ague, 
Mei^vyn,  easily  recognized  Lord  Howard.  There  wad  an 
iinmedittte  rush  of  ml  present  round  him,  and  seizing  the 
momciit  with  the  desperate  energy  of  his  character,  Mervyn 
sprang  to  an  open  window,  and  leaped  out  of  it,  with  scarce  a 
^ancb  to  ascertain  whither  he  was  going.  He  found  himself 
inst^ti^  i^  ^  bed  of  carnations,  on  a  tmace  of  the  garden^ 
ahd*  witnin  a  few  yards  of  the  riyer-^the  next  moment  and  he 
waStPlunged  in  its  waters.  Aware,  howeyer,  that  he  shottld 
be'j&rc«ely  piirbued,  he  swam  desperately  to  a  coal-barge, 
-vthtrfh  proyei  to  haye  no  one  on  board,  and  creeping  into  the 
hold  among  the$  coals,  with  his  sword  in  his  hand,  he  awaited 
his  fate. 

Mours  elapsed  without  any  molestation,  although  he  was 
occasionally  alarmed  by  the  yoices  of  passing  bargem^. 
Night  ciame  on  before  he  yenturcd  to  peep  out  of  his  conceal?- 
mentt  and  the  stars  shone  in  the  dark  waters  like  a  bespangled 
veil,  and  the  hu^e  sombre  masses  of  the  great  city  seemM  to 
slumber  to  its  calm  rippling.  Apprehensions  th^t  those 
belong^'g  to  the  barge  might  return  and  discover  bim','now 
took'possessidn  of  his  mind,  and  he  determined  at  allriskd  to 
make  the  land.  He  therefore  hailed  a  small  sculler  which  Was 
fthodttrig  rapidly' past,  to  Whitehall,  and  inquired  if  he  could 
be  taken  thither.  The  waterman  replied  that  he  had  another 
fw  f6i^  the  same  place,  and  that  he  might  come  and  welcome, 
and  if  er^yu  leaped  on  board. 

He  imtiiediately'  looked  out  for  his  "fefloW-fare,  but  did  not 
perceive  it  fill'  the  waterman,  With  a  laugh,  pointed  to  a  figure 
reclined  at  full  length  on  the  prow."  It  was  habited  in  the 
xisual  garb  of  k  doctor  of  the  ditn^',  butthfe  peruke  and  skull- 
cap had  fallen  oif  and  revealed  to  Mervyn's  startled  eye  the 
features  of  Dr.  Gates,  in  a  state  of  beastly  intoxication.    He 
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was  mcnnng  audiblj;   and  emcking  in  air  like'a'lteuidBft 
wLale. 

•  **  Brate  V  muttered  ^eiryn^  shuddering  with  i]itei»^' dis- 
gust, and  he  sat  for  som^  minutes  Jkx^infr  at  hots  bloaited 
countenance,  which  was  rendered  frig:htful  by  the  coimiMTe 
twists  which  passed  oter  it.  An  evil  ^sonscieiioe,  set  id  be 
lulled  either  by  Hquor  or  sleep,  seemed  at  work  wiliftiii,  and 
Hervyn^otild  not  help  feeling  a  Tindictive  nle&unire  idi  the 
^ight  But  suddenly  the  boat  touched  WhiteWl  staara,  wi& 
a  stroke  which  roused  the  drunkard,  who  started  trp  in  apparent 
consternation.  After  a  glare  around  hipi,  he  gave  a  aullai 
yawn,  threw  the  waterman  a  penny,  and  staggered  <mt  of  the 
poat.  A  thought  suddenly  occurred  to  Mervyn,  aad  flinging 
die  waterman  his  fare,  he  leaped  out  after  him. 

Gates  staggered  drunkenly  along  from  the  staiis,  aad  pro- 
ceeded a  Httle  distance  up  the  lonely  road  which  skirted  1^ 
royal  gardens.  An  attentiye  suryey  satisfied  Mervyn  tbat  ne 
<me  waa  within  si^ht  hkely  to  interrupt  his  proceediaga ;  he 
then  walked  rapidly  after  Oates,  who,  hearing  the  sound 
turned  sharply.  The  moment  his  eye  fell  upon  Mervyn,  he 
uttered  a  shrill  scream,  and  falling  on  his  knees,  elannoured 
Joudly  for  mercy, 

"  Do  you  mistake  me  for  your  master,  the  devil,  yrreteh  y* 
said  Merv3m,  slightly  touching  him  with  his  sheathed  swmd, 

"Oh,  sir,  take  my  money,  my  wafech,  anything  but- my 
fife  !'*  yeUed  the  terrified  villain. 

"  I  want  none  of  them,"  said  Mervyn,  fiercely  5  **bnt  atrip 
qff  those  disgraced  canonicals  and  that  peruke,  or  there  sie 
not  three  minutes  between  you  and  dasmmtion  1" 

Oates  obeyed,  sobbing  like  a  beaten  schoolboy,  and  as  he 
stripped  off  his  holy  garb,  Mervyn  transferred  it  rapidly  te 
his  own  person.  Even  the  x>eruke,  ihongh  with  ^preot  diagvst, 
ha  put  on,  and,  teUins  Oates  that  if  he  stirred  within  an  Lou: 
&om  the  spot  he  woiud  infallibly  pist(^  him,  he  gave  him  a 
parting  kick,  and  went  on.  Some  few  minrates  brought  hia 
to  Si  Martin's  churdi,  which  was  then  striking  ten,  and  he 
paused  to  consider  hia  ulterior  proceedings.  .Tae<MidTr  ehanos 
qf  escape  which  suggested  itselj^  in  his  dentperote  ana  Ma^tae^ 
less  circumstances,  was  to  take  refuge  at  the  reeddeSybe  oC 
Colonel  Sydney,  if  still  that  Banctuary  were  refipeeted.  He 
therefore  struck  into  the  fields  between  8t.  Jamea'a  aad  St 
Giles's,  and  arrived  ait  Sydney  Place  within  an  heiyr« 

With  a  heavy  and  forebodmg  heart  he  ran^  ihe  huge  b^ 
of  the  garden,  which  he  had  so  often  heard  tinkle  the  rarest 
music,  as  it  seemed  to  his  lover  ear,  aad  the  d<^  was  opaaed 
by  the  faithful  old  steward,  Ducas,  with  a  tremulous  caution 


THE  ADDLXKfi-.«?.jL  OOfrSFISACY.  417, 

T^^idl  «tniek  ft  cUii  of  tePFor  to  Jiia  ve^y.wd^  The  jhoqxl 
shone  brightly,  but  Ducas  did  not  seem  to  recognize  bim, 
aikdlAiuBiW^ted  bis  buisied  requesit  to  see  tbe  colosxe}  by  an 
atuHi^  iLssiaance  .that  be  was  gqne  to  town,  and  had  not 
re^teirned* 
<  **  His  daugbtesr,  iben ;  is  Miatress  Sydney  at  bonjie  F*' 
,  "/Wbftt  may  your  reverence  want  witb  ner?"  replied  tbe 
(^  ,]iiim»  soapkiouaiy  eyeing  the  wild  and  begrimed  priest 
lofi^fbffe  baazL 

<f  I.  am  from  Taunton — ^tbe  great  Mt.  Trencbaod's  chap-, 
lain.,"  ffepHed  Mervyn*  */  Give  my  Jady  tbia  smaU  sign ;  sne 
will  not  refuj3e  me  admittance." 

,  And  be  banded  a  wmg  to  Ducas,  wIlo  no  longer  refused  bim 
the  privilege  of  ewtr4e»  He  followed  the.  old  man  into  tbe 
flawer-gar(£ii  before  the  bouse,  and  throwing  himself  es:-' 
hansted  into  a  chair  formed  of  the  twisted  boiogbs  of  a  hving 
ehn,  awaited  tbe  result  of  bis  appbc&tion  in  a  state  of  inde* 
seribable  a^tation.  But  a  few  moments  elapsed,  and  a  light 
fawn-like  step  was  beard.  Merryn  sprang  up,  and  the  next 
instant  bis  beautiful  and  beloved  mistress  was  elasped  to  his 
l»:6«i9t,.iia  a  mingled  agony  of  joy  and  grief,  which  vented  iteelf 
in  a  strange  paradox  of  smiles  and  tears. 

".  l^cu  are  bs£s>  Mervyn ;  they  can  find  nothing  against  my 
iffJQueSy  and  I  am  ba]^y  now,"  said  Aurora,  at  last  releasing 
bearself  gently  from  his  embrace.  "But  what  brings  you 
frcan  B.umbold'8  ?  .we  thought  you  were  iu  security  there." 

ICervjOi  briefly  narrated  all  that  bad  passed,  and  her  terror 
seeaEoed  to  increase  with  every  word  of  his  relation,  although 
he  stood  before  her  safe  from  the  fangs  of  his  enemies. 

"  Ob,  it  is  all  tbe  malignity  of  that  cruel  king  !"  she 
sobbad;  "whyshoRild  that  barbarous  woman  betray  youP 
What  ha^e  yon  done  that  you  shoxdd  be  arrested  any  more 
than  my  father  P" 

*'  BjuflfeU  is  arrested ;  I  was  Shafteabury's  lieutenant !" 
]»pUed  Mervyn,  hurriedly. 

"  Sut  you  are. almost  ^ad  with  fatigue ;  come  in,  come  in; 

you  easQ.  sufficiently  diasoised  in  this  garb  uni^il  my  father 

retuno^  when  we. can  devise  means  for  your  escape,"  said 

Auroca,:  witi^  vifiibLe  trepidation.    "  You  shall  to  your  old 

'  apartment,  and  I  will  glare  out " 

**  Yen  will  not  ei^ile  ma  from  your  society,  Aurora  I  the 
last  moments  I  may  ever  spend  in  itP"  said  Mervyn,  with  a 
sadness  which  again  melted  her  to  a  gush  of  tears. 
.  "  JTo,  no,  but  there  is  some  jone  there-^one  whom  I  cannot 
feare,"  sha  jeplied,  with  hesJtation. 

"  Some  sparkling  beau  of  the  court,  whose  sunshine  of  for- 


4itB  .'•'....-:-  m^nswmMaii'i  ^i^^  xht 

tnne  makes  t1iedar1mef»ofik^de  400*^860x^x1^1 

AttPiM !" •he' replied,' wkk rehemeoeev'  ^<  '5.1  t>iM  .-tkIC •* 

^ISo,  MerrfsitiM);  a  fugitive  ia  hiUnyglikfeijujii'wif^i  ■ 
mail  'who  k  yoxa  fnend  f'^in  «liast>?  Hift  J^^damaoi  JUfmm 

'•  Hie  Dohe  of  M)(niaieix1&  I'*  -rtipetiii^rMfriym,  MAim 
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'"Yea,"  aakiAwmrafiprithoiit  acieinngiii'tfot^ 
snr^riae  and  tone.    •^^Come  and  jen  i&j^-if^btoon^lejnir 
lecomiizes  you,  he  is  yoor  friend  r  but  i  thiiiM  whstsaa^ 
pame  my  p€HD0tMti9n«vriM  "baffle  hiaj-   Oam^^eai^Mite'iy^it 
i$hi£ll  he  so."  .  .  ' -7  ivtos  od:r  ju'-^i 

'Memrya  was  altntnt  aflfaamed  of  his  momkiiiaryjwiuifiapiM; 
hut  he  compiiedf  and  fcdlowed  Mutn^g  ^Qyiiik^'^id  "f^ 
Hbrary.  The  table  was  spi^ad  -with  a  bWpgttiafi'&tati'Ufd 
eoiifectiofis,  and  wines  glttteria^  amonf|r  snoir  :fi&oSyiffiMff's 
Itaiiaki  vases  $  everythniff  looked  4»  if  aometdiBtiiijiWJ&ii 
guest  were  picsent.  Ana  there,  recIiQuig  vokvphioiia^Mi  ii 
arm-chair,  splendidly  dressed  and  profasdy/petfoiiiei^'jaiii 
languidly  tmramming  a  Moresco  guitar,  sat  ^6odHlcaii>flBi^ 
spirator.  As  it  was  a  very  hot  ni^t  the  windowv  wiiirfi  Immi 
tmd  showed  a  wide  expanse  of  starry  blui^  ^uoMigTjflb^  s 
canopy  ovei^  the  distant  yellow  glare' of  th^^raBlilinWt^^ 
seemed' as  if  he  were- reclining,  in  ainc«cuS'^bdigao|y4ei  cttiUt 
the  8W«et  fuesh  air  whidi  blew  over  Uke^fioldspofinewL^^cNiir 
hay  surrounding  SydtieyNi  little  paradise.  He«  *  ifriaedn  ii 
eyee,  and  his  eyebr&ws  too,,  when  Msrvyni^ntanA'^ittMl 
seemed  to  look  upon  him  with  any-fbellng  but*  thaKof  ^wele  ghsft 
Aurora  iutroduced  her  lover  under  a  i^mB  viMdvhe^mittc^ 
htmBelf,  ae  Master  TdbiasVennen  cfaafinii'te  Wen^htad  of 
f  aunton,'who  was  one  of  ihe'oonst>urtitors;^adi  eifnj|reafr«HU 
seq[Uende  in  the  west.  '  Monmoath'  hiioaelf  ^^^dModTfiMT'biie 

Cte^atA' Stuart,  r-    '^'..t  -rjrtp  7?on  b'nzij. 

"Well,  your  reverence,  and  iWhait*«reltixcrJiKe)f«  vdtm^Jim 
westF'  said  Monmouth,  after  a  &ied^  stiir6riatit|«a'«tttig^, 
#i(liout  rscognixing  himi  .'^rOn-^rathev^ii  8bdbld^aMJ^:4Siilcof 
the  eoaI4iole,  whence ysnii  s^eaiiidhiye^recxMyprem^Aedi^^^ 

'*  You  are  correct  in  yo^r4rtlppo^Uion^dr,^'iite^^ed?lfeJ»^ 
in  a  fmgned  voiee.:  >vl^dv:p(Brhap8;;tikere'«r0/^im80<^^ 
than  a  coal-hole  these  t]»uhio«BJtiiBief&M.  1 1  i!<.  .  rcr/r  sniHair.' 

**  Since  I  have  been  so  successful  in  sryifimt  thtosfiiMii, 
allow  me  ib  hajsaid  1  a  isecatard/i  eeiiCiiraed  1^ 
goodnattKred  smiiie.^:  '^  I '  caimpt  he^  ithit^kingp  iLihaMaem 
yda  befoi^,  Master  ^Tolnr^  when  y6uiF<faoswa»  nbit^rlMKUacie,* 
and  ypovar  b«sitvt(fitfas''0r«^leairerihotigh'2iot'iiiiixe-at^^ 
deseriptioa^'^*^    ."■^•^'h  j       -.....■  ...t''    -jriX  ** 


"  Nay,  Mistress  Sydaej,  you  must',  resume  TOUr  ibmeCl. 

BHoib/iea^Bdyv  dbtenring  that  Axmorm  hftd  dravn  A./ckw 
near  the  stomger,  leavine  her  own  unoccupied.  Ducaa'fluow: 
«it*t!Bd,  mi-qoiJtod  aaotbor  doth  for  M^jrvj^,  ^h  Timlds  of 
a  more  substantial  nature  than  those  before  him.  Menr^^ 
'vWtooMshaissted.'tQ.aait)  but  he  swaUojvred/a  ee^et  oC^^ne 
vkidistottmhtoded  hiaBy:  ^ri&  eagetness,  and*  it  fieesaed  ta 
ilifiifMratn^wlifeiiit^hiaTe^*         .    >  ^    .,;  ..,..'.} 

:<  '*:W«lt/Ma8ter  lEoby,  you  hate  not  anaw«Bed3nyi|iie«tiQnfr 
about  the  good  people  of  the  west  P"  said  Monmoutk  **  Ah^ 
t)m^w^jMiwua^  hniarir-seurry  in  trrefey  dimotioivF  «nd  ho^>  do 
Ai^  i&e  ihtftaew  lora  ohief-justice  Jefri^s,  whiO^. iHusj  say*  itf 
i»:MTritiiein>ft  visit ithis  totumn  ?" 

^^  '^S&er.constecnatiQn  10  boundlesst  or  it  WiOflild'  not  banra 
^Mdihsdan^mhle  servant  of  the  chmrdli  iike  myself*"  renhted 
Ifieiwyn^  '^f  Bui' all  men  umte  in  saying  that  had  it  not  be^ 
te^Wi.iimwrout  delays  of  the  Duke  of  Monmoutlb  and  hiai 
£iieodiivjt&e  H^itdiali  people  would  now  hare  been  as  glad  oi 
QdfiMl-Jbtf^  a»;the:best.of  us  may  lire  to  be  yet." 
R  ^MTiaejAmig  agiiinst  the  Buke  of  Monmouibh,  fieiend  rW 
iftiiHkJbe8t7fellMrini!Ehglaikd,niyilelf  not  exoe]^ed,"  said  thd 
M»^  ff^iy*  '  '^tBut  are  there  any  news  about  Captain  Mas* 
Yf«irMo.Bate)a*lky:likB  that  sagacieus  animal  the  tratf -long 
BWito'ttiiy  one*' else  ««w  the  house  was: falling  r'  = 
I  '^Captfiani If cnryB  St  safe*  I  am  ha]M|^  ta sayy— 'fled  to  Hol'^ 
luA"  said  Aueora*  with  affeoled  carelessness. 

''*■  Weil*  "v^iWdU  dxink  his  good  heall^,  and  a  happy  yeyi^ 
t»  lumii  *  £Ge  «mll  BBtarrt  some  Ihiteh  squaw*  Mid  toru  tuli|H 
g^Kmm/nvM  Muomouth,  fiUing  his  gouet*  although. he. ,had 
eiridesflyiuidBjgdi'Jrecly  aJflready.  Monmouth's  wild.bh^ 
seemed  now  anre  with  the  two  passions  which  held  4tiiOiig}80$ 
s«ta;)^mdro  memuviid'temiMmniMit.  <  *  <  •   .;  * 

i^ll^iara^imylieadi  stiM  ihat:!  Idse  or  oircle  it  with)« 
din)ir»!!V«aui . htir-  tHwrBomfi^  general^  couTersatioa.  >  *^  And 
th^iir^ilaiiaw;  ^dbepei  tp7lQok  for • « <|iifeen  whose  beauty  shall 
9ddiiid%*tBe<tQ'the.diamonde<Qf  l^r.ioyat  wreaih." 

'  ^'{{l^vrh^'iffdfo^-'t^he.is;  in^cbd^^  &ir,"  said  Aurora^ 
bluahmg  with  much  diqileBSiae'aththe  fAgte  gaae  whii^  tha 
dHSmrBaeditipoBihciu    j  ;   - --  ■    -.^  •><  -v    -  >  -.    :    . 

•^  '^Ok,  Jilpmhtoveniy 'W<M>daiQck>a&dx^i'air  Bosamoiwl/' 

said-MonihGiulihi    ''  Or  I  will;  idagp  bit  ff  Xing  Hid*  «ad  make 

the>,k)>irelie8ti  womaiL  in  JEng^d  (iofei  0ke  ttidie  being)  the 

highnt^r^ndcaa TOiiLdoiikt wfao^thatti8»,Mistre0a  Sydney f '"^ 

"The   wine   plays   you  ;.false*    Captain 'Stuart  I"    said 


Aurora,  snatcliing  ker  ha»d  away,  whwh  MohihoikAk  atteia^M. 
to  take.  ':•  f(  ' 

^'  Nay,  lady,  it  bat  opens  tk6  door  to  iioprijoiiad  titaJJbvl" 
replied  Monmoutk.  '*  X  dote  on  y«(a — I  say  it  ■]»«&«»  t^tbb 
reverend  man — ^I  hold  my  life  ob  a  ikaaig  of  no  priee-lml;  bdi^ 
aa  yimr  beautT'.giyea  it!  Marry,  -were  it  not  betlier  to  be  a 
kiag's  belamoor  tlum  the  most  lawful  wife  of  a  XHxfadi.  hsiamg* 
skipper  ?" 

<  "  Of  a  Dutch  kerring-^kipper  P  you.  keep  jaajaasaaod^  aiy 
lord  1"  said  Aurora. 

''  Wky,  men  report  you  kaye  a  aaeakixi|g  IdtidinRsa  Isr 
Master  Merryn;  aiid  must  ke  not  turn  to  tkat  iif  be^weuld 
keep  Ids  body  and  soul  aoquainted  in  ffolkmd  ?"  xe^ed 
Monmouth. 

*'  But  is  tkere  no  better  cioeupation  tkese  .for  a  gaUant 
young  soldier  tlmn  caieking  kerrings  F"  aaid . AnroEa*  wi&  an 
irrepressible  smile,  but  ske  looked  yexed  toou 

*'  GaiLuit  ^oung  soldier  V*  repeated  Monmoalk,  acomfbUj. 
"  Base,  intriguing  spy,  you  mean,  Misetress  Sydney  J  - 1 
have  no  doubt  tkat  it  was  ke  wko  betrayed  us  all«  axSkd  wiH 
perkaps  bring  your  &ther  to  the  block !  He  is  but  a  tool  and 
subtle  instrument  of  the  papists.  It  was  ke  wko  balked  that 
noble  plan  in  Bootland — ^and.  have  you  forgotten  his  ehareia 
Godfrey's  anirder  P" 

"  In  Godfrey's  murder  I"  eekoed  Aurora,  ker  whole  hte 
illumining  with,  indignation.  "  In  Grodfi^'s  muffdef  I—X 
would  tkifi  were  not  my  falikar's  roof,  that  I  migkt  tell  you 
wkat  I  tkink  of  tkis  most  false  and  unmanly  aceusatioa  ! 

"  Were  ke  kere  I  would  tell  kim  the  same  to  hia  face !" 
retumed  the  duke,  impetuously. 

'  "  And  were  ke  kere,  ke  would  tell  you  to  yovr  face,  thai 
you  lie-^kat  you  lie  basely  amd  blaakly  1"  ahouted  M^ryyn, 
kkis  natural  tones.  - 

'*  Tke  lie !  ka,  tlunk  you  your  ckMbk  shall  ^teetsuoh  inso- 
lence P".' exekkoed  lytonmoutk,  witk  Baiming  •  eyes  ;  and 
oJntcking  wkat  ke  fondly  deemed  was  the  hair  of  hia  4ntar 
gonist,  intending  -to  deal Ibiaa.  a  How,  ke  mesely  pfuUed  oS  his 
peruke,  and  kis  thick  blaok  leoks  ifeU  in  chiatera  >0tt  his 
skouldi&ra. 

**  Mervyn !"  exdakned  the  duke^  witk  a  startk. 

"  You  know  me  now,  son  of  Mrs.  Luey  Waters  r*  said 
Menryn.  'f  And  I  know  you  bettec  than  erer  I  thought  to 
do,  and  hence&rth  I  hate  you  w<»rse  than  the  detoitahie 
tyrant  whom  you  please  to  call  your  fstker." 

'**  I  am  a  king's  oastard  at  leaat ;  you  are  a  false  thief  and 
xnnrthezer's  V*  exehuined  Mtmrnn^vdik,^  giaeping  Jtia  swocd-kilu 
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^^Let/4ls  try,  th^n,  wliich  is  wortiii^  of  hito  parentage,**'' 
said  Mervyn,  drawing  his  sword  in  &antic  rage ;  but  AuroraL 
rualMd'betweMi  them,  and  rang  a  bell  on  the  table,  to  sum- 
mon assistance.  The  door  opened  almost  immediately,  bfit  i% 
wvts  to  admit  Sydney  himself. 

"  My  ioFd,  news,  news ! "  he  ezelaimed,  entering  in  such 
agitation  tiiat  he  -did  not  at  first  notioe  that  of  lus  guests, 
"What  in  Heaven's  name  is  this  P — swords— -Menryn  1 — ^My 
lord,  what  is  this  P" 

''  I  chanced  to  pay  Mistress  Sydney  some  slight  gallantry, 
and  he  takes  upon  him  to  be  jealous — ^this  new  amral  o£ 
ours !"  said  the  duke,  confusedly.  **  Forsooth*  this  beggar  of 
C!ok»iel  Blood's  strain  is  jealous  of  a  granddaughter  o£  the 
great  Northumberland  I  x  ou  will  have  a  preeions  soa«in-law^ 
an'  yoQ  use  not  your  ejeB,  Sydney !" 

"  This  is  no  time  for  these  matters,"  said  Sydney,  hastily. 
"  The  duchess  is  informed  that  your  retreat  is  diseovered,  and 
York's  halberdiers  are  on  their  way  to.seardi  my  house.  The 
king  hath  sent  word  that  her  apartments  are  seeure — a  hint 
that  you  may  take  refuge  there.  A  coach  waits  to  convey 
you,  and  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost ;  for  Howard  is  seizea,- 
aJid,  asthe^  say,  hath  confessed  somestnmge  ccmspiracy  in 
Hertfordshire,  and  implicates  us  alL" 

"  I  will  depart  then  instantly,"  said  Monmouth,  turning 
very  pale ;  then  rallying,  he  added,  "  My  imde  w.ould  give 
more  for^iny  head  than  for  a  German  boar's,  epicure  as 
he  is!  Farewell,  dear  lady!  and  Heaven  keep  you  &om 
harm!" 

"  Hark !  it  is  the  tramp  of  horse — away,  sir !"  exclaimed 
Sydney.  "  Mervyn,  resume  your  disguise — ^there  is  no  other 
safety  for  you." 

Tm  duke  snatched  Ainrora's  hand  to  his  lips,  and  wringing 
Sydney's,  rushed  out  after  Ducas,  who  led  the  way.  Sy<uiey 
then  turned  to  Mervyn,  and  gravely  inquired  how  he  came 
there,  and  what  had  happened  between  him  and  the  duke« 
He  was  in  the  midst  of  a  ver^  brief  narrative  when  the  dooe 
opened,  and  Ducas  entered  with  an  appearance  of  ^at  con* 
stematioB,  whieh  needed  no  enplanation^  for  Sir  Philip  Lloyd 
foUowed  close  on  his  heels,  with  his  sword  drawn,  and  somd 
axemen  after  him.  All  rose,  and  Aurora  elung  to  her  fgtther'B 
arm,  who,  with  a  look,  admonished  her  to  silenee. 

"  Let  me  not  disturb  you*  odonel,"  said  Sir  Philip,  sheath* 
ing  his  sword  wh^i  he  observed  the  kdy,  and  motioning  the 
guard  to  remain  at  the  door.  **  Mistress  Sydney,  your  poor 
servant !  I  wish  to  spare  you  all  unnecessary  pain,  but  I 
must  do  my  duty."  And  producing  a  paper,  he  added,  "Here 


4tt  yitnmtTinjiAi. ' 

is  a  warrant  from  his  majestf  in  council  to  seize  yon,  Mr. 
Algernon  Sydney,  and  your  papers^."   , , 

"  On  what  [charge.  Sir  Philip  f"  jftdff  Sidney,  -with  perfect 
eomposure. 

"  High  treason/' 

•'  The-cottffe  namfe  fbr  patriotitoJ,**  Mdl^Mkfr*^l^MM 
Master  Venner,  look  to  my  daughter^hdeir  t^,  lAii^l-^f^ 
toember  you'  are  a  Sydney — at  wdfst'tis  Btit'a'femwfef 
imt«^idonment/*'  ^^'     •  ■ '•'t''''^**»/'' 

•*My  faAer— 6h,  my  d^ar  father!  iioihhiil'Ws^' 'Apibiih 
Us— I  will  gt>  with  yoTi  though  it  be  lb  aSatlTI*  iMKied 
Aiirora,  and  throwihg  herself  into  her  'fWh^i**i  ^iiMm,*^it!ie 
fkitfted.  '  ...     ..I  M^...;..- 

•'  BemoTd  heis^take  her  away-^I  ciin  b^at  flCi!rji4lfi&^  M 
this,"  said  Sydney,  with  strong  and  visible  emotidii.'  **1iBicel 
—Master  Venner,  take  her  away  l**  •;!»■♦. 

The  old  nurse  rushed  in  at  this  tii6nient; 'an<i'^HSDg'&lii 
daughter  into  her  arms,  Sydney  went  to  Sir  PhiK]i,  ii^^Jras 
engaged  in  inspecting  a  heafy  of  papers  on  ijie  tpMe/' 
nothing  but  my  Treatise  against  Sir  Eob^rt  SFil&eri**  '. 
with  indifference.  .  i  :     L-^s 

'  **I  must  seiie  it,  nevertheless,"  replied  Sfr'^P&Broj  ^Ife 
then  swept  the  table  of  its  strewmWits,  and  "pdibk^ffiW^^iHS 
other  papers  which  he  found  in  a  dedk,  into  a  tkbd^*^A1^ 
he  sealed.  .-.yr^^r   ^ 

Hitherto  Sir  Philip  had  tak6n  littfe  or  iio  tiofib^^of^ 
teenfe  which  was  going  on  in  another  part  of  thef  rooiAjHa^  ol 
Mervyn,  though  he  took  no  pains  to  cotiaceal  himself.  '  j9|yHIlA 
time  Aurora  had  revived,  but  in  ttiin  did 'Sydney  ^^cf^affbnr 


toreai^sure  her;  she  clung  about  his  neck,  imd^dt^^^iin^es- 
*atttlr.  '   *  '^''  ■"'- 

^  ••  Mfaster  Venner,'* said  Sydney* ■tt^iilgt6MfeinfSte'***im>- 
Mise  itfe,  if  I  return  not  by  noon^  (though  I  S^Hht  iidfi.tohe 
bailed),  to  take  my  daughter  to  PenAti!rtt,  tb  hei  tiiift^*k  pro- 
tectibn.  We  are  not  on  gobd  t^swh^,  but  he  feimicft  ^^dbbehis 
niece  shelter  in  such  a  thne  sos  this— nor  yoifr  hdi^it&Hi^^^good 
wanderer  of  the  highways  of  truth."* '    '     '    '        ^'^  •?  *^* 

Aurora  Seemted  ifcen,  wr  th^  firtt  tiritfe,  Hib  tecttikStikt 
lover's  dftnger,  and  E<he  dkt  doW^,  ^hite  and  trembl^|f'W 
irresolute,  whil6  hef  fathe^'  ^tly  kissed  hef  btt)<  tLnAyfUA 
a  smile  of  heroic  cotoridsur^  wriing  the  hand  of  M^istbt  Ven- 
ner, and  then  left  i&e  room;  foifio^ed  by  the  guards' auid  lliefr 
packajges,  leavin**hi^  daughter  bnce  more  insensible.  ' 
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niT  A '^"rr-t?-rt'  'TTTT*'      '"•'•■'••'''   '■i<M''r:fi  A 
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fjf^lfj^^featecjp.pari^^pf  th^re^ful  4«F  TyHch.  dawned;  after 
t%8et^yf)^s,^TY^,,Qpe*nt^at,Sj'<ij^ey  H^  a.^fc^e/of  ii^ 

spS^i^Jl^.angTi^  . ; Aiwrora.  Ijad  iadcied; by  fer. tl^etest  bo^^ 
atna  cc^dusions,  foi*  her  notions  as  to  the  extend  ;^i^  J^at^r^ 
q^^tl^j^ot^^wf^r^  pE  .cqurse  Umiteid ;  bu<J  Merify?i,  who.  kept 
li;id^^jji  fl4^,;0,^t^  biea^t  a  c^ue  to  the  t^mWe  limaoj^y^  vhieji 
i^ere  a&ff^ijio^^xnu^  the  ^discovery  of  a  »gT5^^lQti>i,Buflr9ped  /» 
complete  hell  of  fears  and  anticipations.  He  knew  thatSydf 
Bj5j|i^|h^nj(>.part.i»,  the  B,jeJ5ou»e  cong^)u^jrrit  is'true ; 
bii.t;^s  own  ,e:?iperi.ence  of  pyal  just^ice  gave  Vupa  bnt  little 
hope  on  that  score,  considerixCg  the  personal  hatred  vrhieh.the 

.,  4-,J$W  JtwuJPJ*  however,  brought  better  news^  JJucas  jt^^ 
{iiiaed  w}j^p(  tim^s  that,,  although  the  council  had  cpmmitted 
^jg^m  to,,  th,e  .iSwer,  nothing  of  auy  consequence!  was  dor 
posed  against  him,  and  he  expected  to  be  liberated  ihaiew 
l}|irs  ;^JM|(pe^w)ule  he  desijced  Aurora  to  propeediostftntly 
1k)^gqj^4ii^  the  protection  of.  MiMrter  Yenner..   Tbf 

pxrojtjj^eijjf ■  pl'.thia  ioyeasu^  was  undoubted ;  and  moreover,  tW 
secure  refuge  which  it  seemed  to  oflTer  to  Mcrvyil,.  was  ajfL 
jjjl^ai^taj^lf -motive^  for  the  hunt  after  him  continued,  witl^pn- 
^bat^  XJgpw-  -  Tidings,.,  too,  arrived  that  Cploj^el  Blood  wa« 
Ji^i^d  ,froDQL,the  King's  Bench,  by  an  prder  of  the  psciTy 
couptpiX.  ;an4  ^-f^,  busily  ^jigaged.in  tractiflg  fugitives^  ,■  :  r  x 
A^.it.^i^jlate  in  the  day  when  he  receivecT  the^e  dnMyue** 
tions,  Mervyn  saw  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost ;  but  as.  a 
joiqrBfiYj9^^t)^y^U^iJeJ?- appeared  *o:AJUee,  of  covsiderabjle  ex- 
tqn^^  ^^  -q«qa.awed,  a  Wg .  delay  by  her.  prepqrftioBLS. .  Af 
h^L  pi^^y^eLfti^  !*»?%  G<¥W?h  .waji.  a^ifficiently .  stpwed,  ftf 
iqu^.^^^i^jpg.Jia^d^rfik  g^^  Tfere  Wnessed,  a^d  Mervyn^ 

fitiU  iiif^tpfej^WjI^^vJiad  to  see  hja,misfere^8» 

tims^lf,'  and  old  Alice,  saie]lyjbdgegj,jn  the.  vast,  old  vehicle, 
l^^^<3^mgJ)Y^  th^jcoiji^ajrd^  ^ucas.and  a, g^oom followed 
onhorf^p^j(c,j  any  a  cps^c^aafl^/w^ip  l^ad  Ipeen  in-jthe  Sydney 
femiry^l^e  aa  he,\rlobm,  ^o^  nearly ^%  y/?ars»  drove* 

,waB  Aot  w;iibhp]ii^  Q.ppr.ehen4oiu»'ttha^  ^,niaidk:ed  the  ired  glare 
of  the  sunset  on.  the  ^ree8,.aa,  tjjey  ei^^rgeid.;frpin  Sydney *g 
^rounds  on  the  Tyburn  road,  as  it  was  then  called.  Never- 
uieless,  he  took  Aurora's  hand  with  a  smile  of  congratulation, 
and  held  it  gently  in  his  own  to  reassure  her ;  for  she  was 


4M  ^WHSXEFSlASd. 

pale  and  trembled  yiolently,  and  she  smiled,  t<>o,>ifilib  an  ft- 
presuon  of  nnboimded  trust  whioh.  troubled  Mm,  ke  ficatw 
knew  why.  He  tried  to  think  it  was  tke*  m^azidLelf  ^nansed 
by  the  wild  and  stormy  look  of  the  sansei^  asd  &e  load 
cawing  of  the  hereditary  rooks  in  Sydney's  venend^  oaki. 
^hich  seonad  as  if  croaking  an  ev«riastaiig'  fkt«we^'t5tkeff 
departinff  protectors.  A  ttira  of  the  losd  £ioit&}f  afteriEdioved 
fhem  Ijbom,  with  its  nsmg  knoDs  cro^med  Wi^  bro«id«id 
Terdant  trees,  in  the  nddst  of  which  towered  sgiMbe^  iadai 
with  the  bodies  of  two  mslefaelors  recency  ex«etited.  Ma- 
Tyn  shuddered ;  and  at  this  mcnnenit  a  horseman  galloped  psst 
the  ooach  with  rery  great  rapv^iy,  who  seined  to  look  eagerk 
in  at  Aurora ;  and,  momentary  as  the  glance  was,  Mmri 
thought  he  recogxddted  the  ominous  visage  of  Colond  Moii 
He  took  oare,  however,  to  keep  this  terrible  suspieion  i&  b 
own  mind ;  and  merely  exhortmg  the  steady  old  coadnmst? 
speed,  which  did  not  accelerate  his  accustomed  rate  in  tk 
-smallest  degree,  on  they  went« 

Ther  drove  slowly,  and  according  to  tite  T«soIitti^  will  of 
the  old  man,  who  would  not  have  breatiied  his  horses  to  sare 
his  own  Me,  and  crossing  the  river  at  Westminster,  tbc^ 
presently  emerged  on  the  Kent  road.  The  town  rspid^  ds- 
appeared,  then  the  scatt^ed  suburbs,  and  finally  tiieopn 
country  lay  before  them ;  but  the  darkness  increasedt  9sA  tk 
.night  wore  every  appearance  of  }m>ving  a  dismal'  ove.  -A^ 
-wind  was  high,  and  swept  the  clouds  mldly  ov^  the  ftm  ot 
the  moon,  and  &om  time  to  time  broad  glares  ef  li^itniniirli^ 
^  the  slrf .  AurcHra  was  evidently  alarmed,  and  at  >eveiy  M 
looked  £6r  courage  to  her  lover,  whose  smile  of  love  semd 
-to  reassure  her. 

Thus  they  proceeded  ffor  some  tkae  in-doquent'silen)^' 
•until  they  turned  out  on  a  wide  unencloAed  common^  ^M 
Mervyn  Tecognized  as  that  of  Wandsworth.  It  wa«  eorerei 
with  heath,  and  a  range  of  low  hills  skirted  the  horiEon,  wfaitr 
on  the  summits  with  lightning  ^  a  dense  wood,  or  rather  fcmet. 
tof  larch  and  fir  skirted  the  road  on -the  left  haaid  f<»  severa! 
miles  ;  but  so  far  as  the  eye  extended  in  the  murky  twil^ht 
no  human  being  nor  human  habitatien  appeared.' 

Mervyn  began  now  to  breathe  a  little  more'freelV)  aa^^ 
was  just  turning  to  fehoitate  Aurc^a  oft  tibeir  adnmee  ^ 
safetv,  when  suddenly  a  shrill  and  very  melodious  wW^ 
met  his  ear.  Mervvn  put  his  head  out  of  the  window,  and 
heard  a  shout  of  "  Halt !  '*  from  the  wood,  and  two  horscmeii. 
•with  pistols  raised,  galloped  on  Ihe  road  before  the  coari 
.Five  or  six  more  immediately  appeared  on  aU  sides  of  thf 
vvehielie,  presenting^  their  pistols  at  the  windows,  and  on  M«^ 


lyiirft  si^/aoftraliefc,  ia  &^lendid  seaiiet  rit^n^-dreBflj  tlireir 
the  dcKtf  open,  and  skouted,  "Your  money  or  your  lives  T' 
MtC7^*B  operate  reply  was  drawing  a  pisM  and  ilrme  it  at 
the  hig^hwayman,  bat  at  the  same  moment  he  reoogniBed  him 
in.tim6  to  sink  his  aim,  so  that  he  only  shot  tiM  horse^  which 
staggered  •  back  on  its  haonches,  and  then  fell  dead.  - 

**  Sana,  him  not>  harm  him  not  i"  shouted  the  highwayman, 
floatdbisg  bade  the  levelled  pistol  of  one  of  his  oompanions  as 
h/e  sj^Tltng'  up.  *'  It  is  my  mend— it  is  my  dear  master's  son 
— ^it  IS  Captain  Merryn !" 

**  Claade  DaTal!"  exclaimed  Mervyn. 

**  And  Mademoiselle  Sydney !  then  k  it  you  -vdiom  Blood 
is  in  pursuit  of  T*  exclaimed  Claude.  "I  saw  him  as  I  left 
London,-  an  hoar  ago^  and  I  was  to  stop  a  carriage  wii&  a 
lady  in  iU  till  he  came  up  with  some  of  his  own  mymn*- 
dons,  telling  me  that  it  was  a  rascally  puritan  eloping  with 
a  gentleman's  daaghter,  and  that  all  ihe  plunder  should  be 
mine." 

"  Did  he  mean  to  seize  the  lady  P"  said  Mervyn,  hurriedly'. 

"  Yes,  SEod  take  her  to  Windsor,  to  her  father  there !"  said 
€laade.  ''Bat  you  shall  not  lack  protection &om that yii- 
Isin  ^  I  and  tiiese  gallant  fellows  of  mine  will  escort  yon 
witfam  sight  of  Penshurst,  or  die  to  a  man  in  the  attempt." 

Mervyn  hesitated  not  a  moment  to  accept  this  proposal. 
There  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  and  as  Claude's  horse  waa 
dead,  he  invited  him  to  join  them  iu  the  coadi.  The  rob- 
bers seemed  to  obey  their  leader  with  the  precision  and 
implicitnesa  of  a  military  band,  and  under  his  orders  four 
moved  in  advance,  while  three  farmed  the  rear-guard.  This 
escort,  with  Ducas  and  Claude  as  an  auxiliary,  seemed 
su£i«ient  to  set  all  fear  at  rest,  and  they  now  moved  rapidly 
•forward  over  the  heath. 

Claude  took  his  place  beside  Alice,  but  he  had  no  sooner 
done  so,  than  the  old  woman  exclaimed,  "  Eh,  mercy,  what  is 
i>^i^ !     Master  Duval,  is  it  thee  in  good  earnest  P" 

"What,  mother  Alice l"  exclaimed  Claade,  "why  it  is 
•many  a  long  yeaar  since  I  have  seen  your  tme-hearfced  face." 

"You  have  often  told  me  I  am  not  Blood's .  son,"  said 
^wpvyn*'  with  affected  cheerfulness.  "  If  you  know  that, 
"dear  Duval,  you  must  know  who  my  father  really  was  or  is  ; 
tell  me  now,  or  it  may  be  I  shall  die  in  ignorance." 

"It  were  but  to  taunt  you  with  vain  hopes,  Master 
-M^ervyn,"  said  Claude,  musingly ;  "yet  as  you  say,  it  may  be 
the  last  time  we  shall  meet,  and  the  malice  of  your  enemies 
can  inflict  upon  you  no  worse  chances  than  those  which 
•menace  you  ah-eady.    Alice,"  he  said,  turning  to   the  old 
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nnne,  ''do  yon  recollect  1117  lord's  litjble  SmnuiMntt,  jAobi 
yotfbWogiitut*  at  Meryjm?**  '  ;  "  •  '^ -*  ^♦T;" 

•    **  Af,  tod  the  rery  nigkft  that  yoa  t66k  Um^M  **'*^ 
were  an  hoar  ago,  and  hoir  he  was  dnHrhed  dtDcid!^ 
^Fiter  luM  Alice,  todiy.  •  •  '  ''y":'^  I 

"    •*^6honldyo(i  know  hfaa  by  any  marfcF^  eojU^n^  " 

''  Foreby  nis  great  likeness  to  my  !<b^  li«f  Jhad^ffil 
■tt  borseifhoe  bn  hid  left?  bi«a^,  and  so  h^  QMfif^irfiAS 
the  tme  Attineriet  iince  old  LordMervyAjtHjWi'^MLajfm* 
<attd  rode  with  the  devil  to  Gernmny/'-  rc^pK^ft  Jjjfipet^'^^^*' 

••There  t«  a  hdrte^oeinark  on  my  brei^t?tJ*l*' 


'^inid  many  penons  have  tiiought  I  resembleiil  tli^  ^^e^ib 
1, 'then— ftMtz-Aiimerl^r  -    -  ^ '^ >; :- ojui -- 

•  *'  Yon  are  the  lawftd  heir  of  Aumerle,  Hghtftfl  tt#tttf*tfl 
4hat  Howsufd  and  hid  Mse  countestf  enjoy  i'^'ilalGg^itvA 
Tehementtjr.  -        '  .         .  .   .  «i  i^tu  .,.i..- 

"Nay,  nay,  that  cannot  be,  Claude  j  my  Kbri^^^iKfr  W 
but  one  child  before  she  eloped  with  Howard,  Wd'B.'^ttM. Iiiid 
!was  buried  in  London,**  siud  Alice.  -  ^  -  -^^  X!  -  -  • 
«  fifo  it  was  given  out,  AKce  !"^  replied  TM9^  r  '^MHISt 
foundling  whom  you  nursed  wag  that  ver^  chil^^  ^ 
acknowledged  the  night  before  he  i^fas  li^ii^d| 
Tower  J  butall  the  <£)cttments  and  proofrai?e''M 
poBseesiott-df  the  murderer.  Blood!*'  .  -  ,-.br>5s"i  ^-id-^- 

"  Mean  you  to  say,  Claude;  that  tjie  Lord.  Atfeitta^,q#iB» 
^Kjmmitted  suicide  in  the  Tower,  'wad  «iy  firt^w^P*^  iSt 
Mervyn,  strongly  agitated.  '        .'    ;-  y'l^^  'K 

**  ]Save  you  not  been  acknowledged  so  by*  th€r'Y^rt^'Ba8*f  rf 
your  enemies  r  replied  Claude.  ''Has  nOt''H^wiii&%'>idiir- 
therous  wtfe  hunted  you  hi  every  Mhh^  liisA'^fyhhr"^^ 
death?  But  Buidde  your  noble  fMher  nevei^  cotiibidftiefl  f  %t 
^TBA  murdered  I  My  poor  maater'!"  ^ded  •  he;^M*.^iffel 
m&tldh.  ■■     •      — •  •       '^^ ';/-■"-,  i'ii'oir^'>if:- 

"  There  is  much  to  confirm  your  i;ate,  Ck'^dM?  f4*#1ttd 
te:«^#eboding  ob  inJ^heArt;'*  M^M^r^Wi'^'tm,  iFafcB^  be 
but  one  drop  of  Aumerle  blood  in;Qay  vej^p,  I  willpo^K^lMft 
ik>  the  last  ere  he  shiill  lie  in  hi^  ^V^'^'^-'"^*^-^  **^^ 
Claude,  I  have  beeri  in  tto^e  fehpttibtSi^,''] 
l^lated  there,  and  into  them 'thjirej'is'ii^      -^_  . 

derer,  unless  gdv^ftior,  war^e'i^.  ft^"^  '^W^^?^*^*^^*'^  *"?' 
spiracy.  And  is  thatp^bdM^f^  w^d  Wi^Ji&^TUStiimiS;^ 
man  of  aiicient  nanke^  i^x^Ld  iiSe^oOd 'i^ld  SdWil^^iMi^  fb 
so  black  a  treason  ?"•■'   ^'I -'"— '^  ••  -^  .-t;- ■•■-/^^r- j;.  j;;:-. 
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'Whcct  voice  was  thcU  which  answered  vt  a  monhefiUmh^  the 

T^Mi^i^^.^^^^^  ^^  <^f*^^  ^deaih  i — that  i^i^  and 
— e^f^i^£--T*]ii^^\ici^.fTerinUdaad  musical  r^^  ^  .  . 
tat  Ibiow  could  any  woman — ^how  could  any  motJ^er/*  saili 
i^).t^ji;th  41^  Ruddier,  ''piyrBue  ker  child  to  destruction)  as 
[Qwara  .^th  puimed  meP" 
.,^ae^UJsuQ4.<J9'^  father  to  destruction  before  you  I"  said 
(^i^.',s  .'* I  Wf;^. heard  strange  accounts  of  how  she  was 
o6mpelled..W  nor  fa^er  to  marry  her  cousin,  the  Lord 
4jiWef)e,' although  she  was  in  love  with  the  profligate  Howard 
orEi^n|C^f^^1mt  that  my  lord  never  knew  tiU  too  late.  •  But 
she  had  many  lovers  besides — among  the  restr  Oo^Qliel  Bloodt 
the^  ^iiiV^hil^ff  ^^luig  soldier  of  fortune ;.  and  a  man. whom 
yo4;)fiW>.^^' M^^^  Mervyn,  a  Belgian  noble  of  high  rank 
who,  after  her  inarrioge  with  X^rd  Aumerle,  turned  Jesuit, 
jand  .(i^fsame  rector  of  St  Omer." 
•  .\* £^^^ '^^^  Huvsman !"  exdaimed  Mervyn. 
'  '' xeis/*  replied  Claude.  ''However,  there  was  always  a 
^^l^d^^'  unhapfmm  in  their  union*  My  lord  picked  me  up 
jULl^iapWOT  only^a  few  mcmths  before  your  birth,  Master 
Jifer^^yxt^ ,  Xpat  was  in  London ;  and  while  she  was  yet  scarce 
^e.io,liftil;iler  j^i^ad  from  the  pillow,  she  summoi^ed  my.  lord 
to  her  bedside,  and  feigning  that  she  thought  herself  in  daur 
^ge^^Q^deaithf  «^  could  not  die  with  the  dismal  thought  on 
oe:^  eimaciJeivc^  of  how  she  had  wronged  him-^in  brief,  that 
the  newly-born  infant  was  not  my  lord's  son  but  Howard  of 
iEJsknok^a  V-^X)lo;Dpt  blame  your  poor  father,  Mervyn,  but  it 
workeii^l^ke^^ifdaess  in  his  bratUt  and  he  consented  to  all  her 

^^^^^^^^'^ifiPl^i:?^^^  ^^  ^^  y^^  were  dead  in  your  cradle» 
and  j9ent;,ypW.  pavate}y  to  nurse  at  Mervyn— aUowed  her  % 
8ep^t^;iQaintisn(E|];icei  though  he  would  not  a^^r^e.  to  a  divorce* 
lest  she  should  marry  Howard — challenged  him,  and  had  nigh 

'. '  **,f^ff^^  !49f  you  m^^  bi^iu^:  the  tramp*  of  horse  P"  interrupted 

.  .Y-'^t  |0,.JIie jwbl^^  of  distant  thunder!"  said  Aurora* 
tremUW  an4  f^^^^^R  -to  Mervyn,  but  the  Utter  ai^d  Claude 
^%  ^i^^'^AflQ?iy  QH^  4^  the  direction  of  London.  It  was 
wii;  pj^bw^ri  Wt  liy.  the  fxequeot  gUfe  of  lightning,  and 
ihe.<jp^innea  uqI^w  ^echo  onthe  tuA  they  became  but  too 
wellipu^.^I^  pursu^  by  ap^y.  of  horsemen, 

though  &l  a  considerable  distance,  for  they  sppeared  as  if  on 
the  vei^e  Qf  the  vas^  heath,  t 

"  ^s  will,  never  do— they  w:i]l  soon  oviertajce  this  old  lum* 
bering  mfil  wf>  are  in !"  es^daimed  CHfiu^ei  f*  1  like  to  feel 
the  me  turf  beneath  my  feet ;  let  us  mount,  Master  Mervyn, 
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and  do  you  take  the  lady  before  yon,  and  -w^  can  l©ait€  Ike 
coach  behind,  crawling  after  ns,  to  deceive  the  encHiy.^ 

Aurora  eagerly  intunated  her  assent  to  this  propoittl;  and 
Mervyn,  perceiving  that  it  was  the  only  course  whidi  re* 
mained,  short  of  a  downright  battle,  hastuy  <;ompMed.  Daeas 
and  one  of  the  highwaymen  resigned  their  steeds 'at  tte 
request  of  their  masters,  and  though  Alice  was  in  grest 
tremour  at  being  left,  Mervyn  mounted  her  yoimg  laifitreffl 
before  him,  and  with  a  mixture  of  delight  and.  terrDr  felt  hff 
arm  encircle  his  neck,  while  he  clasps  his  arm  roond  hff 
waist  to  keep  her  firmly  in  her  awkward  seat.  The  cavakade 
now  proceeded  at  a  brisk  rate  over  the  heath ;  it  consisted  of 
the  two  leaders,  and  of  those  highwaymen  whose  liorses  were 
able  to  keep  pace.  Claude,  however,  looked  baek  from  tiutf 
to  time,  and  announced  that  they  were  still  puarsiied,  for  he 
distinctly  saw  the  gleam  of  armour,  and  the  clatter  of  booft 
on  the  stony  road  was  very  audible.  Unluckily,  too,  the 
horses  showed  signs  of  flagging,  and  despite  a  vigorous  use  of 
the  s^ur,  the  pursuers  were  obviously  gaining  on  them* 

Neither  Mervyn  nor  Claude  ventured  to  hmt  this  fectcvea 
to  one  another,  and  their  hopes  were  now  ^  somewhat  tb- 
animated  by  perceiving,  in  the  hollow  of  a  steep  hfll  wHeL 
they  were  descending,  a  little  scattered  hamlet  wnii^  seemrf 
to  offer  some  chance  of  protection.  The  low  thatched  roo^ 
and  quiet  cottages,  each  bosomed  in  its  apple-orchard  ssd 
rustic  garden  of  cabbages  and  marigolds,  seemed  to  sleep 
in  "  spite  of  thunder ;"  the  little  vOlage-chuTch  Bad  chordi- 
yard  rose  in  the  midst,  and  a  broad  brawling  brook,  crossed 
Dy  a  bridge  formed  of  a  single  oak,  whose  hving  tnmk  still 
shot  out  verdant  suckers,  flowed  between  our  iriders  and 
that  once  invariable  accompaniment  of  an  English  vilte 
— ^the  village  green.  It  was  a  wide  open  sward,  flanked 
irregularly  by  the  churchyard,  and  by  the  straggfLing  cot- 
tages of  those  who,  after  their  calm  and  'irmocent  livi*  hd 
attained  an  answering  close,  slept  there  with  aacestom  whose 
chronicles  were  only  a  rude  record  on  a  grarestone,  or4Jie 
babbling  tongue  of  some  old  grandmother  %*  her  wiiiier  &f- 
A  great  deal  of  wormwood  grew  on  the  green,  and  its  rich  scent 
seemed  to  meet  the  travellers  like  the  wdicome  of  a  £nraid. 

Towards  this  village  they  now  pressed  mth  reoe^^ 
vigour,  and  Mervyn's  norse  was  dashing  though  tiie  stpwo 
in  gallant  style,  when  a  sudden  flash  c^f  lightning  showed  the 
animal  its  own  shadow  in  the  waters,  and,  with  a  snortof  terrw 
and  a  wild  bristling  of  the  mane,  it  rolled  back  on  its  haonche?, 
and  made  a  furious  attempt  to  back  out  of  the  stream.  Is 
vain  did  Mervyn  plunge  his  spurs  into  its  reeking  sides;  sa<i 
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JKOW  tlye  voices  of  the  pursuers  were  distinctly  heard,  and  a 
rushing  mass  appeared  on  the  summit  of  the  acclivitv. 

''  Stand  for  it, lads !"  cried  the  gallant  Claude.  "  On,  Mas- 
ter JMervyn,  we  will  make  you  five  minutes  good  I" 

Aa  he  spoke,  urged  by  one  desperate  plunge  of  his  bloody 
spur,  Mervyn*s  horse  sprang  forward ;  but  it  was  too  late, 
tue  whole  mass  of  pursuers  was  on  them ;  and  sueh  was  the 
eagerness  of  the  chase,  that  they  galloped  past,  whirling 
theiir  horsea  round  to  head  the  fugitives.  Mervyn  merely 
discerned  that  they  were  soldiers,  and  drawing  his  sword, 
lie  rushed  on,  determined  to  force  himself  a  passage, 
or  peecdsh  in  the  attempt.  He  heard  Blood's  voice  shout- 
hkgf  "No  firing,  look  to  the  girl!"  and  suddenly  a  sword 
flashed  at  his  head.  He  parried  the  stroke,  and  mad  with 
terror,  lest  Aurora  should  be  hurt  in  the  mSlde,  struck 
forionsly  on;  but  his  assailant  gave  no  inch  of  way,  and 
a  veady  weapon  met  his  at  every  stroke.  All  this  took 
place  in  almost  utter  darkness,  and  Aurora's  shrieks  seemed 
to  wring  the  very  sky,  without  summoning  any  assistance, 
though  many  of  the  villagers,  appeared  at  their  lattices  in 
great  consternation. 

This  kind  of  conflict  lasted  but  a  few  moments ;  Mervyn'a 
antagonist  seemed  merdy  waiting  till  he  had  exhausted  his 
strength  in  these  vain  blows,  and  now  in  turn  pressed  upon 
him.  Mervyn  felt  that  his  strength  was  failmg  fast,  and 
his  terror  ^or  Aurora's  safety  hindered  him  from  acting 
with  energy ;  but  he  continued  backing  his  horse,  and  sus- 
taining  his  guard  with  difficultv  against  the  increasing  fary 
of  his  assailant.  In  fact,  his  mte  seemed  inevitable,  when 
suddenly  a  stream  of  lightning  blazed  over  the  combatants, 
and  he  recognized  that  his  antagonist  was  Blood  himself 
and  the  latter  that  his  was  Mervyn!  This  recognition 
seemed  to  produce  the  efiect  of  a  spell  upon  the  colonel- 
he  grew  pale  as  ashes,  his  horse  reared  back,  and  his  arm 
hung  wavering  in  the  air,  as  if  paralyzed.  But  a  more 
than  mortal  fury  seemed  to  seize  Mervyn,  and  gave  a  Rant's 
stxengtibk  to  his  ^shausted  nerves — ^urging  the  horse  mamy  on 
his  antagonist,  and  yeULng  "  Murderer  !"  in  a  tone  to  appal 
the  stocitest  heart,  he  struck  the  colonel  a  blow  which  laid 
him  prostrate,  and  shivered  his  own  weapon.  The  effort  ex- 
hausted his  siren^th  and  that  of  his  horse  also,  and  it  fell 
head  foremost,  wiSi  Mervyn  and  his  senseless  mistress  in  his 
arms.  His  head  struck  with  violence  against  a  stone,  and  he 
hecame  insensible.  He  recovered  only  to  find  himself  fastened 
on  a  horse  behind  a  soldier,  and  surrounded  by  a  guards 
riding  slowly  on  the  road  to  London. 

2  F  2 
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CHAP  T B'K ■  ■  -LlVrf  '  '?>^-<'i  l)nii ^-'V:- 

A  EOYAJ.  DffLOU :.-{  .>ili  r.'l  •' 

^Thb  grey  light  of  morning  wa»  l^reaMag  <>\^'dii^'4^ 
And  spires  and  tke  majestic  river  of  IjOfk&fA,-^tMiiit^hoiA 
droYB  slowly  and  weariedly  up  to  the  gates  of  A'^^mii^lB  Hkmk 
It  stopped,  and  two  figures  alighted ;  dne'  a  'p&we^A^'im 
wraipped  in  a  riding  cloak,  and  with  his  head  bo'&sU  i4\  ^^ 
other  a  youthful  woman,  on  whose  beatiiifol'^  filMttrtttf  «iti 
g'hastly  paleness  and  an  expression  of  res^lut^  -lU^p^^e^ 
which  showed  like  a  statue  of  despair  earred  -bysome  GMtt 
sculptor.  They  ascended  a  flight  of  stairs  into^  m  a^tstiaeni 
in  which,  busily  engaged  over  some  papers  hj'iki  ii^rf 
waning  lamps,  sat  four  figures— three  men  and  a'womiift. 

"  It  is  he— it  is  Blood  !'*  exclaimed  one  ottketifrmri^^ 
ing  up,  "  and  the  lovely  little  fugitive  harself  4**       ^  ^ '= 

"  X  ou  seem  horribly  gashed,  sur  I  What  has  become  of  ti» 
leader — of  Mervyn  in  brief  ?"  exclaimed  the  i0(>ilnt0B8$'^  it 
was  she.  -     '  •  'i-  ii-^Lnv 

"  Woman,  you  hare  broken  our  compaot^-^fo^  liat**  f^^^^J 
cheated  me!"  replied  Blood,  fiercely.  "  xittt^sollifrJ* 
Newgate."  ,  .      .:.  .nr  1  ,= 

"  Hai  Lloyd  has  do^e  his  part  of  the  task  well  di^!^  ei- 
iclaimed  the  foremost  cavalier,  who,  to  th^  ^5pe»mf  tfj*  ^ 
Aui^ora,  seemed  the  king,  as  the  other  two  seemed  i^  b^lKs^ 
Howard  and  the  chief  lustice,  Jeffreys.  *'  I  thank^tfiy  I*ij 
Howard  for  giving  me  tnat  hint  to  send  him  as  y^Mir  <e6iidjt^> 
or  it  seems  you  had  scarce  permitted  my  wammi  ^li<Mgood 
as  far  as  Seven  Oaks."  ^'J '- 

^  "I  confess,  my  lieg^,  I  would  haife prenneiit^  ^t^itdM 
'^man  from  committing  the  murder  of  •  hi^p^tenf  »f^^  ^±cimd 
Blood.-  1.'"- >'i.j.|.. -uIj  -■* 

"My  son!"  shrieked  the  eottul^sB,  «lii8piA|g>- to^-iitf^ 
wildly.  "  Your  majesty  hears  ! — ^they  call  this  ^wilfff*^ 
condemned  Tilla4n  my  8€(a  I  1  eann^,  I  wfll'^tiin^fteeiwii 
slander!"  ••'    '  -■•-  •-■  •'  •>■   i  ^'"  ^'•"    Auhfui-rJ 

"Peace,  codites^1--^it 'ikattfeKT- Bfottog* "wik^^  fc*'^'* 
were  he  my'owur'''tfaid^0te^te$;  /'JMisteesg^  '8;y<to^,*w' 
me  J— I  tttii  griet*ed  thftit^yotl  «liould  have  J»  w^AgWMJW 
yourself',  as  to'  % ^^  »i  tfotKJrtdti* 'tla#  imAi  itt^h  *■>» 
thereby  tatiii»h'\^r^eputa;^6>n'for  ever ;'  but^flroJaWteftee,  i» 
a'l^iha^able^  m&il^,;i^lr^d^<iu]rpi<oj«iets»'d^^ 
do  eatch  inky^Le^r'^fot  OatesV  complaiiA  ab«u<t 'lus^l^let 
canonie^  i^:i«26*<d!r%hat  ihent  met  nnc  la^i    |^<]w>i«nM 


methinks  tlie  wliirligig  has  gone  fairly  round.  Tour  father 
and  this  Mervyn  are  utterly  in  my  power — a  word  from  you 
saves  and  loads  th^td  trithi  wea}th<  «ndi  honours,  or  consigns 
tkem  both  to  the  block." 

"  To  the  block  then  l€ft  I3i^m  go!'^  said  Aurora,  in  a  faint 
^^/(^bE^tafiQa^iiAd  tmBr  ^^  A-  ^hou^and  and  a  thoui^and  times 
J^ibilkeyrfetess.  iBQ^. Idt!  the  jwef^ence.  But  I  will  not  survive 
.l^iswJl  ^mk  i8y4ney 'fl  dwighter,  and  Aumerle's  ^ife  in.  all  bwi 
.tlM«?«««SQTr?»nfiI  wall;dieso/'.  v     i 

uAV  ft^Mei^VOriJi'finame.into my  Bye  House  list,"  said  Ghaarle^, 
jixmfi^^^mi^  a  livid  look  of  wrath  to  Lord  Howard-  . ,   . , 

.  -  --'.Jferil^g^,  Lpray  yau,  do  not  force  that  man's  blood  ujijwjl 
»)d  teioiV./flaid.Btovard. 

/*.Sh««y  liye  to  be  a  beggar,  thou  drivelling  falterer!" 
$tiQ¥f^  Iifidyt  iHovwrd.  "  Live  to  be  stripped  of  wealthy  and 
lLono.iiiff:ftndii»fe^,  for,  want  of  one  poor  word  — for  sire, — ^yea^ 
Xjl(>?jaQkn<*?*iedgei. before  the  king  that  Mervyn  is. my  son, 
Aumerle's  lawftu  heir-^and  now.  refuse  to  gibbet  him  if  you. 

^.  £Q^\i[4]yrd.  stffred  aghast  at  his  countess,  and  even  the  J^in^ 
was  struck  dumb  with  surprise. 

v;  ttiWHyii/ti*  tnie,  he  was  concerned  in  the  Eye  House 
ffkakt^f^*'H  s<ud.  toward,  taking  a  deep  gulp  of  breath,  ."  but» 
faith,  I  am  deeper  in  the  mud  than  he  in  the  mire.** 
. >."^Qtt  Mt^vowi  word  for  aught  that  concerns  yourself, 
jSowni'd/' :  ,aaid  Charles,  eagerly.  "  It  shall  be  so !"  he  oon^ 
(Htu^d*  aftep  ar  moment's  pause.  "  Yes,  one  blow  shall  rid 
yO^^bf  aninsdenit  pretender,  and  me  of  a  false  traitor  and 
7ivid«:  S'ai^w^l,.  Mistress  Sydney!  farewell  for  ever  J  Z 
have  birokoi  yoiur. chains  at  length,  and  never,  never  will  w^ 
meet  again!" 

^*.li«ik,,wi^  shfdl  m^t  again,  sire^" .  said  Aurora*  with  a.  wild 
8iRil&:  /VWi&isiialL'itieet  again,  iting  Charles,  at  thj^.b^ 
where  the  oppressor  and  the  oppressed  are  equal,  and  ^  V8i|i 
jtl^^.ish^  not  protect  iyviumj  at)d  murder',  from  their/  just 
^ui»iaiii«)i»)t.tV  -     i    .  ,; 

.  'f^fi9t«m^  till  then,  ifiAda^a }"  replied  Chiles,  fiiriously. 
**  Meanwhile,  this  earth  at  least  is  ours." 
.  Ai4  he  strode  rj^idJlfifeQWftiidft  the  door,. fpU^w 
penlo;ia^s.  0f  theupdiki^  excepti  Avtr^rim.^o  thi»aw  berself  with 
9^  ai^  Qlexhaustion  intoiA'Chair^  r,  Sh^fTr^^nowalo^ie,  ^d  alie 
IMut  for  some  Um»  Ap|)lirently  in  t^  i«ro&wd  >?everie,  yet  with- 
out a  single  distinct  idea,  unoo^scip^^ .  ;giEkzing  lat  the  pal^ 
green  %hto£  the  dawjadng^dajy-^  playing  on-  %hh  waters  of  ih» 
Thanes  below^  A  deep  sigh»  or  rather  ^p^om*  behind, 
iMMtifedhw  4ense,>  bat  ocarcS^  hev,,itefU9u^9J4^jfa<;u^tiQs>  ai^d 
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ahe  looked  round  vacaudy  at  tke  intruder.  It  irai^' Lord 
Howard. 

"Dear  Aurora,  rouse  yourself!  it  is  only  one  of  vonr 
poorest  worshippers !"  he  said,  with  a  passionate  looi^  wnici 
seemed  to  striKe  on  some  chord  of  memory,  and  awaSc^n  tlie 
half-paralyzed  machinery.  "Look,  to  this  dark  and  terrible 
ni^htwhat  a  most  lovely  mom  has  followed !  andeyen  in  the 
XQLidst  of  thie  storm  which  rages  around  us  both,  a  glorious 
rainbow  of  hope  arises.  Hear  me,  Aurora,  you  may  yet  save 
your  father  and  Mervyn,  foil  the  l^rant  at  nis  own  weapons, 
and  make  one  happy  who  has  long  loved  you  dearer  than 
lifer 

"  What  means  Lord  Howard  ?"  she  said,  with  a  glance  M 
of  tumult  and  horror  of  thought. 

"  I  aan  the  ovlj  witness  against  them  both,"  replied  Howard, 
hurriedly.  "  If  I  were  dead  or  in  France  to-morrow,  what 
evidenee  is  there  against  them  P    Ely  then  with  me,  and  in 

some  distant  land,  far  from  the  tyrant's  power *'  lie 

paused,  overcome  by  the  withering  eye  which  met  his.  Sur- 
prise and  unspeakable  scorn,  mingled  with  a  wild  sense,  of  the 
ludicrous — ^strange  as  it  may  appear— shone  in  its  lightning. 
There  was  almost  a  minute's  pause. 

"  And  is  my  Lady  Howard  to  be  of  the  party  ?"  slie  said, 
at  last,  with  a  shght  hysteric  laugh. 

*^  Lady  Howard !  I  hate  her ;  she  is  a  savage  beast,  and 
no  woman !"  said  Howard,  vehemently.  "  I  hate  her  !  she 
has  too  l<mg  held  me  in  her  iron  thralls.  The  woman  that  can 
pursue  her  only  child  with  such  mortal  hatred  is  none  1  Talk 
not  to  me  of  LEidy  Howard !  I  abhor  her  worse  than  the 
pestilence  1" 

"  And  me  you  love  P  this  offer  is  to  Aurora  Sydney  P**  said 
the  lady,  looidng  at  him  with  an  amazement  which  defied  sll 
tiie  powers  of  expression  even  of  her  resplendent  eye. 

"Love  you !"  echoed  Howard,  looking  carefully  round  the 
gaUerp-,  "  why,  I  adore  you,,  lovdieat  of  women !"  and  throir- 
mg  lumself  on  his  knees,  he  clutched  her  hands,  as  he 
exclaimed,  "  Flywith  me  to  Italy  or  Joeland ;  where  you  are, 
'tis  paradise  I  JDearest  creature !  I  am  wholly  thine,  and 
have  been  fircan  the  first  moment  I  beheld  you  V* 

"  Lord  Howard,"  said  Aurora,  dehberately,  **I  hare  long 
deemed  you  a  villain,  but  knew  not  till  now  that  you  were  & 
fool." 

"  Nor  I,"  said  a  voice,  which  made  them  both  start,  and 
raising  the  tapestry,  a  figure  stalked  in  which  almost  froze 
Aurora  to  look  upon.  It  was  the  countess,  but  changed  as  if 
by  some  supernatural  agency.    Upright,  rigid,  and  pale  as  a 
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eorps6,  she  stood  there,  her  countenance  working  horribly 
vritn  a  demoniac  confusion  of  passions,  and  her  white  lips 
Trarering  with  a  smile  so  ghastly  that  human  eye  comd 
scarcely  bear  to  look  upon  it.  ^th  Howard  and  Aurora 
started  up,  and  seemed  held  by  a  spell  of  fear. 

"  Do  you  recollect  me,  Mistress  Sydney  P"  said  the  countess, 
at  last.  "  My  Lord  Howard  seems  to  mive  forgotten  me  ;  I 
am  still  Eleanor  d'Aumerle,  my  lord." 

*'  iady  Howard — I — ^that  is — on  my  honour,  Lady  Howard, 
I  was  but  earnestly  pressing  the  kmg's  suit  V*  stammered 
Howard. 

"  Save  yourself  farther  perjury ;  I  overheard  the  whole 
conversation,  my  lord,"  interrupted  the  countess,  in  a  tone  of 
supernatural  cabn  ;  "  I  overheard  all.  O  Grod,  this  is  just 
indeed  I  and  have  I  sacrificed  all  for  this  F* 

"  I  spoke  but  in  madness ;  I  said  I  know  not  what  I"  said 
Howard,  confusedly.  "  I  beseech  you.  Lady  Howard,  glare 
not  at  me  with  those  wild  eyes ;  I  am  weary  of  your'  harsh 
trammels.  I  loved  you  once,  but — ^but — ^who  can  love  a  tigress 
athirst  for  the  blood  of  her  own  offspring  P** 

"  I  will  remove  this  complaint — t  w3l  yield  to  the  feeling 
which  hath  so  often  tugged  at  my  heart !"  said  the  countess, 
wildly.  "  Go !  you  are  a  beggar !  the  heir  of  Aumerle  shall 
sit  once  more  in  nis  father's  hSls,  and  this  lady-love  of  yours 
shall  be  his  bride !" 

*'  Never,  madam !  since  you  make  me  desperate,  you  shall 
learn  what  desperation  can  do !"  said  Howard,  fiercely.  **  I 
will  bring  your  son's  head  to  the  block,  or  lay  my  own  in  its 
stead ;  I  swear  it !"  and  he  rushed  out  of  the  apartment. 

••  Eeginald !  thy  blood  is  avenged !"  gasped  the  wretched 
couatess,  and,  clasping  her  hands  wildly  to  Heaven,  she  fell 
at  full  length  on  the  floor. 


CHAPTEE  LV, 

THE  TBULL  07  STPKEY. 

A  EOYAL  reim  of  terror  now  comcmenced ;  arrest  followed 
arrest,  the  noble  Eussell  bled  on  tl^  scaffold,  Essex  committed 
suicide,  and  on  the  insufficient  evidence  which  had  condemned 
Hussell,  Sydney  was  put  on  his  trial  by  the  award  of  the 
grand  jury.  He  attempted  to  raise  objections  to  the  indict- 
ment, but  Jeffreys  overruled  jJl.  It  was  even  rumoured  that 
his  daughter  was  accused  of  treasonable  knowledge  of  the 
conspiracy,  and  it  was  certain  that  she  was  held  in  a  kind  of 
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iniprif<»ai«^t  JB  Amnerie  House,  none  of  }|^,9e]|ii^fflipi^  ^, 
k^r  uncle,  *lA)rd  Leicester,  'being  allowed  to.  see  l^er,  ^^ 

The  only  hope  which  the  friends^  of  Sydney  ^i^ 
tained^  was  the  fact,  that  only  one  witness— r-How«m^ 
riclce-TCouId  depose  to  any  overt  act  of  Jbeaaon,  ^iiuO 
imperatively  required  two  witnesses, '  In  the  iqide^P^ 
speculations,  however,  men.  were  astounded  witlji  f^mff^ 
Mervyn  had  volunteered  to  bear  witness  against,  ijj^^,^^  . 
friend  aud  benefactor,  and  that  his  evidence^wasilua  apf^^ 
the  crown  lawyers  depended  for  imnhpa%;Sy4aey^ 
conspiracy  of  the  B-ye  House !    At  first  tJiis  r^qrjiinoi^^ 
general  incredulity,  but  when  the  circumstancea  w^^.'^ 
he  had  first  appeared  on  the  eventful  stage  of  t)^e  Jipjp^i  ^ 
were  remembered — ^people  shook  their  heads  aosid Jm^^rj^ 
what  to  think.    Altogether  the  trial  was  looked  foi^waijpdy^ 
with  the  most  intense  interest,  and  .was  the  aole  qi 
tojpic  of  all  men's  conversation.  .       r^.y^.. 

At  lens^th  the  day  arrived--* that  day  the  hiighusa  i 
saddest  of  the  great  martyrology  of  EngUsh  liberty-— jyif^  g^ 
of  November,  1683.  It  was  about  nine  o^clock  on  w^jji^aa^^' 
of  that  memorable  day  that  Mervyn  entered  .Wei^iia^lis^ 
Hall,  escoipted  by  a  strong  guard,  and  as  a  witne^aTr-|cffiyin^ 
other  character  had  he  apparently  any  office  there^ij^Qii^^^^ 
was  crowded  almost  to  tne  gromed  rafters  of  1&  j;Q|Mm^- 
bttilding.    Neither  judges  nor  accused  were,  bowevj^rvjigOT*  * 
and  Mervyn  was  for  a  time  the  undivided  object.  o(l$!^jBtlS 
curiosity.    All  that  could  be  remarked  in  him^was  Vk&^Sim^  _ 
whiteness  of  his  comple]don  and  the  extraordinary!  ]bri)J^ija^^ 
of  his  eves.    He  sat  down  between  bis  halberdiersA.m  Vibox 
reserved  for  the  witnesses,  seemingly  indifferent  to  flie'^^pa 
of  abhorrence  which  greeted  his  entrfe,  andtook,a.^tel^Kr-^" 
survey  of  the  spectacle.        ^  ,       .    v"  *    - 

'Many  a  face  did  he  recognize,  with  which  lie 
familiat*  in  his  court  days,'Seeinin^  to  look  p|^  ^Pir^^  ^ 
satisfaction;    among  these  was  Chaffinch,  .who rgpVj^lJ^^  ^ 
malicious  nod.    But  few"  of  the  pojnU^yar^  wei^ 
and  the  chief  of  these  was  the'  tord  Oavenoisi^ 'mccIj jjj^  "Bfij" 
different  personage— -Dr..  Oates.vthiit  reverend,  jp^ 
wedged  in  among  a  great  throng  of  the  rt^lble,  tnit  m^^ 
days  were  evidently. oven ^  h^^  i9Q)ce<|L.hM(;ard  .ftl^/'i 
gaping withhis  e^onn6u^;i^buth,,,wl4le'^^^^  ^^^ 

stireamed  down  ius  face.  ][  /.        j ',     ^  ''.  ;.^  ^  / !  j[  v>  »wis.y 

Averting  his  eyei  mjih  disgiwt  !r6m  tn{s  w]^t<%.;^^>^ 
of  Mervyn  rested  for  a  moment  pntte  {)eouUat^dQ\}Qfq)j||i9B 
of  a  lawyer^  wlho  w^;^'  apparently  busied  ^^^ogUf^^Q^g^F^ 
at  the  judged*  tftl?!^,  )i^kerfj4ie  re»4ued  dnnn^Jl)^..f«^l^j^ 
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s^  SF-I^^u^^  grey'^vdg  and  cMikfed*'^3re%t6Wfi,'^"Mer^ 
felt  positive- ^ttiat  he  tecognized  the  features  of  thd  ,kiii^--H^f  * 
Cffifi&i  Sjfiiis^..  Btif  again  his  attention  was  iattractell' hy  . 
tfi^^ft^€|  of  L6dy  Howard,  seated  among  a  bevy  of  high-' 
bStf  JKJiegrjili  a  gallery  abc^e.  She  wore  a  black  visor,  and  . 
se^^d  to  9it  wrapt  in  ner  own  dark  and  unearthly  thoughts, 
vrfeiie  the  oourt  dameS  about  her  prattled  and  exchanged; 
cdrfjett^mfe  with  the  gallants  who  surrounded  them. 

^^fe^ leisurely;  survey  was  temlnatfed  by  the  entrance  of  the  ; 
juQ^^ep;;  rikstliilg  in  ettniiie  and  crimson  rob^s :  foremost  of 
thes^;  stiritting  like  a  turkey-cock,  marched  the  chief  justice.  ' 
liimeAiately  ajfcerwards  the  pikesmen  of  the  Tower  appeared  . 
at  ttie;'greai  entrance  of  the  hall,  and  at  first  only  tne  tall 
fi^lfe'SP' 'Sydney*  was  discerned.     He  was  dressed  in  his 
u^afVobei*  style,  aCnd  his  countenance  was  perfectly  serene,  ' 
witikdut  either  dejection  or  defiance  in  its  expression.  Several 
g^tleman  of  the  popular  party  were  around  him  ;   but  sud- 
denly the  pikesmen  opened  tneir  ranks,  making  a  kind  of 
jasi^e  to  the  bar,  and  with  a  thrill  of  indescribable  emotion, 
Metvjj4i  berdaived  that  a  female  .form  leaned  upon  Sydney** 
ai^l' '  ItTwas  Aurora. 

VShB^wa^  dfessed  in  white,  except  that  she  wore  a  hood  and 
nrttritlebf .black  velvet,  which  hung  in  graceful  folds  around 
he^_pe'rfetrt  form.    It  was  fastened  at  the  waist  with  a  silver  ^ 
girdfejNrhich  Mervyn  remembered  to  have  given  her.    The  ; 
Eel'oie'blbod  of  her  great  race  seemed  to  animate  her,  for  she  ~ 
moyed'witi  a  firm  step,  and  seemed  scarcely  to  need  the. 
fohd  encourijgement  which  her  father  continued  to  give  her  * 
till  she  ireaoned  the  bar.     She  curtsied  gracefully  to  the 
judges,  who^looked  at  her  in  much  surprise,  and  stood  calmly  J 
while  the  proclamatioil  for  the  information  was  read.   Mervyn  , 
could  not  conji^cture  the, meaning  of  this  scene,  until  Sydn^ 
requested  of  the  cdiirt  that  he  might  have  pen,  ink^^  and  , 
papei^,'  T*hieh  'were  granted.    He  then,  in  a  calm  tone,  added^",* 
"  MjrWds,  Ihave  to  ask  your  indtdgencefor  andther  request :  *^ 
iffe,  that  you  wfil  allow  iiiy  idaughter  to  write,  for  me.    She '[ 
w6drd  liotf  %  behind  my  iady  Ru^s^ll;  in  duty  and  love,  and  "^ 
bdtnfe  ifemtbthed  to  pen  it  my  dictation,  wiB  be  aH  the  help  ' 
I^atkeed."      -    ■^;  ;  ' ;  V     ,  '-  -    -  ■  ^  '  '! 

•^  We  consent,'  thoigli^e"  wbuif  spai^  the  lady  such  ' 
tremttte  and  pain,*'  sftif  •J6fi^et^^l^ibf^'ectf^         •*XJsher,  set 
Mij^tress  3y<Miey  a  chfiir  aijd  bTirwi"^attd  0c>^ .  speed  her  ' 
ta^k,  and  bring  it  to  siha^pyi^iUdT'  'A^?^^<>^ed  meekly^.  ^ 

iSome'few  preliminaries  were  g6lie'throtg^'"ftie  bureau  and '* 
cHaii'  toade  their  appearance  ait  the  bar,  ^d  Aurdta  seatieid  ' 
herself  "to  her  task  with  a  stiffed  sigh;  W&dH  t^ks  ^et  aucfibla  ' 


all  OTer  the  court,  so  deep  and  geneial  was  the  eUc^oflf .  She 
drew  off  ker  glove  and  threw  back  her  hood,  xevfiialing  & 
eountenanoe  cold  and  traaqnil  a^  a  beautiful  corpse^,  t]^r«je- 
lids  purple  with  incessant  weeping,  the  lips  white  aiid  gartei 
Indeed,  she  looked  so  like  marble,  that  Mervyu'fi  blood  ran 
cold  in  his  Teius.  He  tried  in.  vain  to  catch  her  eye,  to  reawire 
her  with  the  desperate  meaning  of  his,  but  she  never  iraiaed  it 
from  the  paper. 

The  procLeonation  was  now  made,  in  a  c(mrt  deathly  BtiE. 
and  Sydney  addressed  the  judges,  renewing  his  aj^Lcatun 
for  a  copy  of  the  ioxlictment,  and  producing  the  atatute  of 
Edward  Hi.,  by  which  it  was  assigned  to  all  accused  per&oo& 
But  Jefireys  sovereignly  disposed  of  this  objeetio&,  citing  the 
decision  of  the  judges  in  oir  H.  Yane's  case.  In  vain  diti 
Sydney  ax gue  tnat  judges  are  but  interpreters,  not  makeirs  o: 
laws, — ^the  chief  justice  lost  what  little  temper  he  ever  hd, 
and  ordered  the  arrai^;nment  to  proceed,  declaricg  that  tkj 
could  not  spend  their  time  in  discourses  to  captivate  the 
people.  And  so  a  judge's  rule  set  aside  a  law  of  the  tbiee 
estates  of  the  realm — by  no  means  for  the  first  nor  last  tisie. 
The  jury  were  then  empanelled,  after  a  few  chaUeng^es^  andaa 
observer  might  have  orawn  an  evil  augury  to  S^rdney  froio 
the  gUT  dress  and  courtly  wigs  of  the  JTirors. 

Doblen,  the  jumor  crown  counsel,  opened  the  pleas.  ^ 
K»eech.  was  merely  a  repetition  of  the  indictment.  Sir  JBoben 
Sawyer,  the  attorney-general,  then  rose.  He  laid  down  the 
order  in  which  the  crown  meant  to  produce  its  evid^oe.  In 
the  first  place  they  should  prove  a  general  design  for  xaisisg 
a  rebellion ;  in  the  next  the  share  which  the  "pnaoxkar  had  in 
it.  They  should  prove  that  he  was  one  of  the  c^oncijl  of  sii ; 
that  various  consultations  were  held  i  the  treasonable  nature 
of  those  consultations  ;  the  sending  of  Aaron  Smitii!  into 
Scotland.  A  traitorous  libel,  which  it  pleiised  the  prisoner  to 
Gall  a  treatise  on  government,  would  next  be  proved  to  be  Iiis 
w<^k,  and  the  abominable  principles  entertained  in.  it  woul«i 
prove  .how  much  his  heart  and  souL  were  in  this  ^matchless 
treason.  ''  Finally,"  said  the  attorney  in  an  imprefas^^  isd 
solemn  tone,  '*  it  has  pleased  Heaven  to  place  in  cmr  .jlEpnds, 
though  at   the   eleventh   hour,  undoubted  proofs  pi?  tliis 

fentleman's  participation  in  th6»  bloody  treasim  o(  the  £je 
[ouse.  One  of  the  conspirat(HS)  moved  doubtless  hj  re- 
morse for  so  matchless/  an  o^Eence  (when  I  sa^  ma^hles^  I 
endeavour,  as  becowes  one  who  had  his  share  in  the  {earning 
of  that  most  oiement  and  merciful  aet  of  oblivion — ^to  fon^t 
the  martyrdom,  of  his  late  most  sacred  wronged  maiesCT) 
moved  by  remorse,  X  fiay>  for  so  ija^tchlesa  an  qnenog^i/Qr  h 
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hfttk  nb  hcype  of  mercy  held  out,  nor  is  any  intended  that  I 
wot  6f — one  of  the  conspirators  will  appear  at  your  bar,  to 
bearwittteas  against  the  prisoner  in  that  matter,  the  whiclj^ 
though  not  conclusiye  in  law,  will  add  its  moral  weight  to  the 
ceWain  overt  proo&  we  shall  produce." 

Mervyn  saw  that  Aurora  raised  her  eyes,  with  a  broken- 
hearted expression,  to  the  lawyer's  face,  but  they  sunk  again 
instantly. 

**  Gentlemen,"  concluded  the  attorney-general,  "  if  we 
prove  these  matters  to  you,  I  doubt  not  yoa  will  do  right  to 
the  king  and  kingdom,  and  show  your  abhorrence  of  these 
repubUcan  principles;  which,  if  put  in  practiee,  will  not 
only  destroy  the  king,  but  the  best  monarchy  in  the 
world!" 

The  soKcitor-general,  Finch,  now  called  the  evidence,  in  the 
order  which  his  leader  had  marked  out.  In  vain  Sydney 
protested  against  the  injustice  of  proving  a  general  cnarge, 
and  demanded  that  the  evidence  against  himself  only  should 
be  heard.  Je£&eys  overruled  his  objection,  and  cited,  with 
bitterness,  the  similar  course  pursued  againat  the  victima  of 
-Qie  popish  plot. 

The  first  witness  examined  was  West,  who  merelj  gave  a 
general  account  of  Shaftesbury's  conspiracy,  its  disappoint- 
ment, and  the  projects  which  followed,  abandoned  for  various 
causes.  Then  came  Colonel  Bumsey — ^who  now  appeared 
in  the  character  he  had  probably  played  all  along—of  a 
treacherous  spy.  He  detaded  the  meetings  at  Sheppard's 
and  Hampden's,  especially  that  one  in  which  the  council  of 
dix  determmed  on  its  operations.  Thus  far  all  seemed  to  go 
swimmingly  for  the  crown. 

Keeling,  the  vintner,  was  next  examined,  whose  evidence^ 
though  vague  and  tinsatisfactory,  went  to  support  the  general 
fact  of  a  conspiracy.' 

*'  We  charge  him  with  conspiring,"  said  Sir  Hobert,  rather 
ftpologetieally,  '*  and  there  miut  be  confederates  in  the  case. 
iNow  we  eome  to  the  priscmer! — We  will  call  my  Lord 
Howard,  who  was  one  of  the  persons  that  did  consult." 

The  erier  repeated  the  name  in  a  strong  nasal  tone,  and  the 
nobleman  in  question  appeared.  All  eyes  were  fi^d  upon 
Imn  with  a  great  varieir  of  expressioils. 

He  was  dressed  in  all  his  usual  sumptuousness,  but  his  face 
was  pale,  and  his  eyes  bloodshot'  with  drink ;  indeed  he 
looked  as  if  scarcely  recovered  fnmi  some  excessive  debauch. 
He  had  the  effirontery  to  raise  his  hat  to  Aurora,  after  he 
had  bowed  to  the  court,  but  she  took  no  notice  of  him,  con- 
tinuing calmly  to  write,  a^  i^e  had  done  through  all  l^e  pro- 
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<^e€Uii|[p.  hyherto.    Sydney:  iooked  fit  ]^n|;PPi^  ^§^i¥^  §«9f\ri 
but  8ai(i44>|i*.Trord-  .  ,  .  ,f .  -  r^^i^n.   ojjso  nwoiioiii 

iwrdflj,  ii^ .  self-possession  of  wyfb(1«^IM»»rjrt*^o^  mfffiffI<B»i 
He<;o9a^pie?9i^ed  hia  n^rrntive  frqm.tlte  ^G^^iluir^c^rShftfiif^ 
plap;,  to  Aq  fonmng  of  thecM^bririaSfh^r^allfeJ,  ^»f$e^a^^& 
rarious  consults  with  such,  malicious  glosses,  interp^fi^^j 
apii.ej«9gg«r^i«tiS;4i8  »uiriq9d  the,xmP(m^X>^4^jimp^BAe. 

Mersr^n jie  4e^9riJ3e4  fts  tbe.life,  tK^,ajf5li'P(MgB?^$^ 
E-ye  House  Plot ;  tlirougli  lie  insinuated  that  Sydney  and^^ 
six  used  him  as-their  ia^stnpientia  ih»  ^hole«.'^l^  a^^c^l^d^i^tf 
a  laTwh'Of  Iwtter  $corn,,,that  Sydney. Iw^  j^v;e»' 55wS|^^^ 
with  hopes  of  giving  him  his  daughtear  in  m^^r^^ 
the  base^ :80(n  ^jf^.  nojiorioiis  bravo,  a  traitor  wh^,h^  p^ipam 
betrayed  evdrytparty*  efven  the  best  of  kings  ^9^  .W#9^ 
Meryyn  looked  at  Aurora,  to  see  if  she  showed  an^Tri^^^bi 
as-  she  ^rpte  t)iese  words,  bnt  the;  wliilte  h»n4  *  j^ii^i^cij^eg'^n, 
and  the  marble  visage  showed  still  as  p^eotly  calJ9ln%l|  d«i^ 
HowAi^d  seemed  to  increase  an  yiolenQe  and  bittenpu^  ]|frem 
th;is  ciarqao^sta^ee^  tiU  Jeffreys  Kim^elf  adanoi^sLai^^k^ 
Master  Mervyn  was  not  the^i  iq>on:  hi?  tp^.  -M^f^^fHSi^^Si^ 
eeaiiedf  "  ••  :  [        \  ,  .      .  "^  vu  b-mf  vM** 

"  Will  jou  ask  him  any  questions,  Mr.  Sydn^if  g  sm^^ 

di^f  jui9t^eei':wjb,a  had  been  noting;  dowji^i  !wi&,g^ei|;(jji|^B(^. 

.  '*  I  kax^  nQ  questions  to  ask  him/'  said  jBy^ney-^^eDip^i^^l^i^ 

*-  Silencer*^ou  know  the  proverb/':  said  tbe.  M^toi^i>%f iia$< 
ciously.  '         ;    ..  .   ./.      !  -vfijr  f'-V- 

t  Two  witnesses  were  then  produced,  who  pf  ove^^Jialic^gflJBio 
gciottisb,  gentieraen  panje  iip  to  Lqnd<;^,]ap4^)i3?f'^fe^jrf 
ip^aking  a  purchase  ii^  Carolina,  -who  ab^o|^4^.,5i^  ^i^ii^fS^^ 
of  the  plot.  These  men  were  aUeged  tb:l>e;^(H^fi9]^ifi^f^^jti9 
^QC^rt^^ hellion.    -       .-    •        .   -    :,/  jToi  7 en  ,iutL'' 

"  We  have  done  with  this  piece  qS  f^  l^J^^^li^UiTpf^^Sk 
8^bft«b„  ";.Now  tjo  sho^iftha^  lyhile  tto  epissftriwifp  ^iP««- 

ovett  act  of  treason)  was  writing  a  treasonable 'pfffp^^^KJ 
will  (OiJl  you.*he  witS^SScp^,  rr Jjtift  Aft  sf}I4*Wi^^i?f^3SOT''' 

Sir  Philip  lAoyd/^h^.  d^emk^i  th^^izwq  ,^  tW.{ii^p9]i4 
three  witnesses  proved  the  handwriting,  ftyHwny^  l^l^^r^tfththf 
objecting  that  «u»Q}il|;^^.iii>^,^iin^r|<^^^ 
attomjey  then^A^ate^d.iiift^rliiiifo]]^^  G^git^v^ip^t^i^g^  w}i^ 
he  points  gnjtr-7pap8^g^  fFj!afjlv|>|fiffi^ed  thp»i?OT,«WiW'if 
re{>^biicams;pl/:  em^h^  M,  it  ,|t^e^«4  .i^c  tW  ,gr«^  itl^Q^^^  of 
MiUott-ran  a]^|lg^fti^:^fi|i^|ogu|^iv#rsalV^  hapomj^fMSiPnd 
liberty.  The  main  arguments,  and  whicn.Iie  inc^ci^tfjid^widi 
nUih^  yi«^^rtf>fJm  9m^ti^t^mclwe^^,pU^t  1^,80^[^of 
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•ri*}^  ^fei*  A-^e^ peA^lie  r  that ;tlte •  peoj^ir  afcite  JMged  ik 
their  owu  case,  ina^mucL  as  it  concerns  pnly^thefti^ef^^s^';  th^ 
%iie'^€M^I*6Vbit?  6f  ft  nation  can  never  be  called  a-i^fe'belliin ; 
t^dvmWf^  W^hiM  thttt  the  power  of  calling'  mA  diBisoiyj. 
^W^»ljktUtai|ent'«ras^ik' the' king, — a  necessary  do^a  at  k 
imL^Wi^y^ii  j^rliametit'met  at  all,  it  must  meet  in  spite  of 

tft^ldJig:"  •  "'  '■  •• 

•'>^«S<^b!itich-wi  shall  miikeiise  of,**  said  Sir  Hohert,  placidllr. 
^^i£  ^he'cii'biiiel'ptease  td'  have  any  part  read  to  ^piain  ft;  M 

^'^Tb^'fth^ets^  Were  then  handed  over  to  Sydney.  '     • 

f»^'«Iidi  A?dt  kiiow^what  tise  to  make  6f  rt-^I  can  read  it,^ 
BShl'hd,  trfitoqtiSily  laying  tiiem  down.    .  ■''■' 

-'^"'Af,  W  doubt  of  it,  better  than  any  inaii  here,**  said 
Jigffhfj^s,  M^  a  bantering  smile.  ♦*  Fix  ou  any  part  that  y6ii 
Mai^tt  miiid  to  have  read."  '         " 

■t^'^l'dd  not  know  what  to  say  to  it, — to  read  it  inpiecelr 
tfttw;^' r^ied  SvdBtey: 

jntwj  ^ceive,  eiaid  Jeffreys,  labouring  to  entrap  the  prisoner 
»^^^I-^ceiVe  you  have  disposed  them  undelr  feertaln  heads  : 
«%te4*ads  ^^ould  you  have  r^ad  P" 

"  My  lord,  let  him  give  an  ac/count  that  did  it,"  replied 

•  J^My  ioM,  'We  win  not  delay  Colcmel  Sydney  from  entering 
oti'l^'defi^ce,'^^aid  the  attorney,  **only  we  hav«  thi«  piece 
dt'^di^c^Uy  give  further.  One  of  his  ttccompHcea  waa  my 
Xprd  BusseU :  we  willgive  in  evidence  his  conviction."^  ;'  ^ 
'•i®&ffr  x^ord:6f  liord  fiuBsell's  coiiviction  wa»  then  read,  and 
Sydney* lifetfeni^  to  it  with  some  slight  marks  of  ^ftiotiMi  5  bt^ 
hid  'BlM^  endburagingly  at  Aurdra;  observing  that  she  gte# 
whil6 'almost ^toHvidness.  :      ' '"'" 

"But,  my  loy(},"  agam  urged  Sydney,  **I  deWTfi  td  kndi^f 
Wbfe'What  S^^ttlte  I  am  hidicted.^  '       '  -   '  ''  ' 

•  ^««My  le^ftL;.''!^' will  give  as  •  pliin  m  auswef^/*  replM'  ^8li 
Bfiteetti  *'-**¥du  ki»<^  in<il<fted"upOA  Ifee  <^d  fttatWte'  o^^ 

Sdif^^iHir-*^^'-"  '^■'- "-'  '■  V-'-   -'•  ^:'      :  '•  ••:      ■•-  '-'*-^'> 

"Tk^  Hrfy^  t^ro^ii  a  tiapttr  ^und  ill  Iny  study,  of  OaliguM 

Itf^V.  **'iht^'id^  d6inpalfi<irig  the  deatS'  of 

The  point 


^htfiT'agal^'S^^kitifri'  ■  '•  '"  "''^^'  f'*''»'"''!'^<':^'«-5  -••'«•■'''•  ■>'' » 
';:-*imyl<^'*ht saM,  «raai^al)^ftfe'tft  4^i^'ikLWe^^ for^'hiS 
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lAajesty''— and  not  oolj  for  his  majesty,  but  §&t  er^irpnaai  of 
yoa  that  lire  under  his  blessed,  mild,  and  most  sa^aPecLgtrorn- 
ment,  and  with  ihe  testimony  of  him  of  whom  I  spcket-'wiudi, 
inasmnch  as  it  substantiates  the  faot  of  the  ooikmel't  adhewm 
to  the  Bye  conspiracy,  which  is  as  it  were  the  marrow  <»£  tlw 
whole,  I  may  well  style  the  keystone  <^  this  great  aaak  of 
proof,  which  I  have  cemented  so  together,  that  neither  the 
torrents  of  party  violence,  nor  the  slow  mi^estic  waves  of  lus* 
tory,  shall  in  any  way  shake  it.  •  Call  Macfter  Meorvjn  Blood, 
cdias  Anmerle,  as  he  something  arrogantiy  bastardi^eth  hiB> 
self  at  times/* 

Aurora  started,  and  her  father  inressed  her  hand  in  nlenee; 
the  summons  was  repeated  by  tne  erier,  but  ere  it  eeasedl 
Mervyn  was  at  the  bfu*.  **  I  am  here,  my  lord — ^ao  bastardr- 
but  the  lawful  heir  of  the  late  Earl  Aumerle,"  he  said,  mi 
tone  of  perfect  composure,  and  somehow  its  deadly  fLsedness 
of  purpose  chilled  the  sudden ,  uproar  which  aafose  into  a 
breathless  silence  of  expectation. 

''  This  is  no  time  for  us,  Master  Mervyn,  to  inrasti^ 
your  claims,  real  or  pretended, "  said  Jefi&reys,  with  eitjcdini: 
softness.  "  Speak  the  truth  in  Grod's  name,  whatever  yoor 
own  may  be." 

"I  shall,  my  lord,  and  His  lightnings  descend  nponaiT 
head  if  I  speak  falsely,  but  a  word !"  said  Mervyn,  witii  bodm 
elevation  of  tone.  "  M^  lord,  I  am  told  the  grand  jury  have 
returned  a  true  bill  against  me,  and  I  desire  to  plead  guilty 
to  the  conspiracy  laid  to  my  charge." 

"  Let  his  plea  be  recorded,"  said  Jeflfreys,  eagerly.  "But 
do  'not  let  any  false  hope  entangle  you,  sir ;  his  majesty  is 
determined  that  justice  shall  take  its  course  in  all  tiiiese  mst- 
ters,  and  especially  in  your  case,  lest  men  should  say  the 
officers  of  his  justice  bought  your  testimony  at  the  high  piice 
of  a  traitorous  life  being  spared." 

'*  It  is  what  I  expect — what  I  implore^-what  I  demand !" 
said  Mervyn.  "Death,  death — nothing  but  death  I  I  will 
seal  the  truth  of  my  testimony  with  my  bleod." 

There  was  an  energy  and  desperate  determination  in  lu» 
manner,  which  struck  awe  even  into  Jefi&^s  himself. 

"  Well  then,  sir,"  he  said,  "  proceed.  G^  forbid  I  Aoald 
oppose  ^e  disburthening  of  your  unhappy  conscienoe." 

Mervyn  drew  up  his  tall  figure,  and  folded  his  anne 
sedately,  and  his  noole  features  never  seemed  so  instinct  with 
beauty  as  now  when  fired  with  the  magnanimous  madsees 
which  innadiated  them.  He  looked  around.  He  saw  the  liulj 
Howard  gazing  fiercely  at  him — ^he  saw  the  mysterious  lawjer, 
whom  he  had  previoudy  noticed,  glarmg  with  maHcioos 
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joy  i»;lli9^ikce-—a2id  he  tamed  from  the  myriad  acon&ing  eyes 
aroaifd'wil^  a  smile  of  bitter  scom,  and  met  the  mourmtd 
ey&  <tf '  Sydney.  There  was  no  reproach  in  it^t  was  sorrow, 
mafdyv  serene*— but  more  affecting  than  the  wildest  ontborsts 
coold  haiTB  been.  Mervyn  seemed  to  gather  strength  from 
the  general  injustice,  and  he  glanced  at  Aurora.  Their  eyes 
met.  She  was  reclining  back  in  her  diair,  but  a  light  flame* 
coiouned  biush  waT»red  on  her  cheek,  as  if  the  siprit  within 
blushed,  rather  then  the  flesh  without.  What  a  world  of 
meaning  was  in  that  glance !— the  lore,  the  grief,  the  suffering 
of  ages,  the  million  reproaches  of  as  mcmy  violated  trusts,  as. 
immortalily  of  anguish  and  despair.  Had  he  indeed  come 
thereto  play  the  villanous  part  for  which  all  present  gav« 
him  credit,  that  look  must  have  smote  his  heart  more  keenly 
iAum.  a  dagger. 

He  began  in  a  dear,  calm,  melandioly  tone,  and  as  he  did 
so  h^  saw  that  Aurora  resumed  her  pen,  looking  like  the  angel 
of  the  fiery  record,  so  beautiful,  serene,  and  passionless.  He 
etrta^sited  his  lordship's  pardon  for  a  short  digression,  while 
hB  briefly  stated  the  circumstances  c^  his  first  connection  with 
Sydney— it  was  necessary,  he  said,  to  the  story.  He  gave  a 
rapid  sketch  of  his  early  life — ^by  what  machinations  Gates 
brought  him  over  to  England — the  manner  in  which  Sydney 
saved  his  life.  Sydney's  counsel  would  have  interrupted  ims 
as  irrelevant,  but  Jeflreys  silenced  them ;  the  tide  was  turned, 
and  eveiything  against  the  popish  plot  and  its  contrivers  weub 
acceptable  to  uie  sitters  in  hi^  places. 

**  I  have  never  been  believed,"  said  Mervyn,  at  this  point ; 
**  but  I  have  said  it  in  all  places,  and  before  all  persons-*- 
when  it  might  benefit  and  when  it  might  destroy  me — Gates 
was  ^Ise  red  murderer  of  Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey  !** 

There  was  a  general  but  suppressed  murmur,  and  a  voice 
from  the  crowd  sobbed,  **  G  Loard,  defend  thy  saints  !" 

"  Who  speaks  there  F — ^I  know  thine  accursed  tones,  mur- 
derer I"  exclaimed  Mervyn,  fiercely.  "  But  the  voice  of  blood 
wiU  no  longer  be  ehoked.  Come  foriii,  thou  man  of  blood, 
and  I  will  wring  the  truth  from  thy  black  heart !" 

"  You  go  too  far,  captain ;  the  king  cannot  be  served  thus," 
sfldd  Jeffreys,  kindly.  "  Keep  to  ypur  present  subject ;  I 
doubt  me  not  we  shall  har^  to  do  with  the  Lord's  sinner  at 
some  other  day." 

Mervyn  became  cahn  again  5  he  i^lated  how  Sydney  saved 
his  life,  and  seemed  to  dwell  on  all  his  goodness,  as  if  to  ex- 
aggerate the  magnitude  of  his  subsequent  fall.  He  described 
Sydney's  calm  and  literary  life,  his  generosity,  his  noble  sen- 
timents on  all  occasions,  in  a  language  of  panegyric  which 


sppmnthr  pleated  Jeffreys^  for  her  4ha&0a:  9Hm^\ 
rneUnricalarltfioe  to  ikdekten  the  effecl  of  i^tui;bWii«%M]fe«. 
Hui  iUBginatioti  seemea  to  kindle  as  be-  ^^nrnMi^ftik  \t 
hunt  into  o&e  of  the  most  elooMit  e^e^ittBlSii^ild^er 
l»«ii  heard  wit^un  the  walls  <^  West^nster,  %dtWh3il!lML(lj 
did  justioe  to  the  illustxiotu  svibieet.  The  diief  jiMA)  hka 
io  bLw  tokana  of  surprise  and  displetanre.'  :  ^  ''~ikT^ 

**  Wdl,  well,  Maater  Mervyn/*  fad  intemq^ted,^^f  %ope 
there  ia  no  one  40  bad  but  he  hath  hia  bet^^  qpafiflM^m 
Mr.  Sydney  hath  doubtless  many  matehiaf  kia  g^rdft^^^dA; 
bat  we  muflt  not  ha^e  the  jury  staffed  with  A3dai;Mne^i^e^ches, 
and  our  time  wasted.  Speak  only  what  ia  fiea^  %» tq^-feo- 
aation."  -  '    >  '   -^ 

''  My  loid,  all  that  I  ha^e  said  pobta  to  t^  litnHer  it 
iasue,"  said  Mf^vyn ;  *^  it  was  by  these  great  aaid  &cM^  qinii- 
ties  that  Colonel  oydney  won  firom  me  that  iknplieti^ftilkttd 
eoafidence  which  hath  brought  us  both  here. '  Se^fbpdHMigliS 
me  that  the  people  of  England  are  bom  firee ;  ^biH  i&sa 
zi^ta  are  inalienable ;  that  ha  who  endeavour^  t^^iMmv 
tl^mof  their  exercise  is  a  tyrant;  and  that  itr-k^Wmto 
bring  tyxanU  to  juatice/'  •  *    ^'i  i>a»  •• 

'^  Speak  not  in  such  generalities*  sir,"  said  Jbfe#yyf^^iij 
piainly— meant  he  that  it  was  lawful  to  assaisBkMe>l>#^^ttB^ 
wise  slay  a  king  P"  .-'J''   • 

''  To  bring  tpants  to  justioe  1"  thundeied  Mt^ctfat'mik 
hall  rang  again. 

'"Andhe  considered  his  present  n&ost  graeioiur  aikfca^i 
tyfteat  P"  intorpoaed  the  attomey-genendt  ^<  Let'ilieL  iHfiKn 
take  his  own  way,  my  lord  I  fair  and  aollbly  ffoea  piatJ^''' 

^  Sydney  defined  a  tyvant  to  be  a  man  ^^«iQ^i^aa< 
ooikseat  of  the  govemedy  or  in  a  msntier  whidh  tiiJI6y  ^  not 
approve,"  repli^  Mervyn.  '<  I  pretetid  n^  io^^^'Wfii^  ^ 
dnetions  he  drew  from  liieae  premites^but  i  dsreW llitte-* 
mavkyeall,  I  in  my  partleolttr  pgiison-^i^t;^^^^^  IL'i»& 
aiiir0eio[aa  lyrant,  and  thKt  4t  is  lawful  to^  sWhim-^fiktNt'wiN 
beast ;  though  it  were  m^rae  beeomhig^  tbe^j^ttei  «)|(%4p^ 
nation  to  brmg  him  to  ihetiloakby  ielibc^ttME^p^d^-^^ 
aaitwaadonetothelaibeiOharlei^^ldsfatiie^ffi^''-^  ^'  i^'' 

«  We  see  in  what  school  thiM^tuihap^"Vouth'>]U^l^ 
educate;"  said  Sir  Bobert^  eoaMae^oMtdki ;  ''^«;j^  tha» 
seasoned,  no  marvel  you  were  ready  prepaSr^d't^  aicl  nb^Bl^e^ 
in  the  deaparate  plot  '(oittiBdip  ^aiBtejeBf^^  <whom''®ATeo 
praaerve  I)  at  tlhe  Bff e  SoiiJae;^  -'  •      '••  "  • 

''I  had  a  itm^iiktr  ay  lord»'  indeed T^  replied  Menrs- 
**  None  but  die  fiend  ever  fdL  without  cbe— -a  fuse,  atilboovs 
tempter!    Bat  I  was  aeaadned,  aa  you  say,  well  seasoaedr 

\ 


THE  ^TBU^  .OF  SIDNEY. 

ytfhjytlBtffombie  wxa»gEu  Ah  ike  ^^rld  Iim  Jieiu-d  tke»4  ;£ 
M^a(s .,  WBQpiiiifttlljr  iiQOiisea,  im^fftsoa^d,  striked  of  a&  hvaki  mj 
Y/^rMg^si$^.  bj  thos^  9^1io  knew  siy  umoeeocei.* .  J'tfkfllj^  far 
4£i^j(^.b^W^4 ii^t  lu£(  maiesty  was  mj  ehiaf.wroalgier.uid 
9Fi$S9^4f>9?i.aAd.tbQ  mxG9^  xay  countay  suffered  too  teemed  to 

"  But  the  femptei?  l-rrl^  tempter,  sir !"  exclaim^  Je&eeyM, 
.,,.;*,Tl|6Nrevw^4)ttt' three  of  us  enj^aged  hi  the. Kye  House 
^o^wij^^*- co&tiA^ed Mjiir^jn, qiuetly-r**' but  three (tf  iu :-«-^ 
^Qi>j]^5IW  the  plot,  th^.p}aD,  the  fiulure.'* .  / 

.  .?  Xt  ,iif^/4)2£a<;i^Qtly  etspoiuuied  at  my  Lord  SAiMelFs  tnal^-V 
3ftidiii#:Cliief''JH8ti(se.  .;•*►; 

"  I  know  nothing  on  what  pounds  my  Lord  Busseli  was 
confi^^i  h^g  m  adungjeOn  wis  many  a  day,"  said'Mervyn, 
'"  iBut  X.4o  h^»pe  his  blood  was  not  ^ed  m-taat^^aittse,^  for  he 
ifv^a«i  its  i^i|i^iit  of  it  as  any  saint  in  heayen  V* 

.  ''.  Pjshi'r-'W)^  ar^  not  here  to  try  my  Lord  Bvaedl,  nor  my 
^(!^Qn|  l^iiepeU>-^host,"  said  Jeffreys,  peevishly.  '^  Speak  to 
■^[^fn^^ji^,  at;.is4uer-tell  these  gen^emen  what  profect  was 
for$^4Aiyil4^  i9fjf>erium  m  imperio^  this  second  ooiuieil  of 
t/iree,  and  how  its  barbarous  plans  were  to  be  nerfected." 
-.  ;:dierii^A'4^U^  the  ciDeumstances  of  the  plot,  pzeoiselyas 
y^hlff^.  n^nri^ted  tla^m,  bat  as  yet  he  niuned  juo  names ;  .he 
spoke  only  of  the  council  of  three ;  but  the  part  .played  by 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  did  you  ever  hear  of  a  horrider-plot,* 
^gJki  a#^yrwill^  the  popishers  P" .  esidaimed  Jeffreys..  '*  So 
you  Sov,  y/^or  otm  parti  JU^ister.  Mervvn,  were  desirous  TadhoB 
to  secure  ^he  ki^ff  ^  P^YSpn  than  to  slay  him  then  aaid  therttil^ 
I  milftirs^y  itl^  Uiowed  apme  better  nature  in  you  I  But:  iMs 
t^mpiflCvwbopi,,  jourr  mm»;  not,  -was-  desirous  to  ghit  hift 
traitqjiQ^^h4r9t  im  hi^anf^est j's  most  sacred  bloodP"  ■  -  vi^ 
.  /'.J^gl  whtUJi  tiath  a]Ji.  m»  i^  do  with  la^ie^  my  lardf"  said) 
Sjdi^^Jl  m^'dgiteted..  .'^SiLrely  tbifi  witness  eannot ,  meam 
taiw<»sftiiinft>ar/fl^Ti?€r .hewrd  ofjany. feuch  plottiE  my  deair; 

...  3riMrMlywiii^;<P«a^ .Ske/<ii^ee  of  life  tnd  d^th,  we  mustt 
not  deal  in  blindmdnflp  >.teiffj '*-  «Ud  ■  ^tSgeja,  wriakiing  biff 
ten;i)>l^  jj^jes^  - : ,  (V  /Sfeatc^  i ^ftrly; iUicl  by*  name  who  were  these 
tjirj^  p;M>A8trou%i[xmspimtoSi<4indiin«i3|^ee^  lum  whom  yon 

"  I  zpyself  va?  (m^VCfcloneliBttmboW-r^fcis  noharmto  say 
it,  since  he  hath  escaped — was  stnol^^'* .said  >%£etyyn,  "  aiuir 
the  thir4-^*!  he-  wa$  iilterruptelcl  by  ^-im&iik  shriek  fibom 
Aurora^  who,  clasping  her  h«nds,:hiing •over  thelmr.inagmiv.' 

^fAnii.th^'third,"  he./BO«tittued*:«»idst-'the  most  deal^ 

2g 


444  WHITSFBIiJt^. 

stiUaesB: — ^'*the  third— tke  tempter,  wko  now  like  iJie  fi^ 
accuseth  his  miserable  victims,  was  the  Lord  SQvari  of 
Eskricke !" 

There  was  a  full  minute  of  profound  silence. 

"  Villain !  what  means  this  ? — ^art  thou  mad  ?"  exclaixaed 
Jeffreys,  in  his  most  tremendous  voice,  and  half-rising  ia  his 
judgment-seat.    *'  Darest  thou  palter  with  the  king'fr  justice  r 

"  Justice !"  shouted  Mervyn.  "  Bid  he  wield  Hie  thwider. 
I  would  defy  and  scorn  him,  as  I  do  thee^  thou  blood-thirsty 

i'udge !  IVrants !  I  have  deceived  you.  I  aoi  hsse  to  die- 
)ut  it  shall  be  with  the  truth  on  my  lips.  Sydney  is  innec^o! 
of  all  part  or  share  or  knowledge  in  the  Bye  House  e(»ispiracy 
Howard,  Bumbold,  and  I,  were  the  sole  plamiers,  the  m 
confidants,  the  sole  executors  of  that  glorious  attempt !  A&a 
now  do  yojir  worst — I  defy  the  worst  that  man  can  do  1" 

There  was  another  pause  of  profound  astonishment — it  w&» 
broken  by  a  shout  of  applause  from  the  immense  audience, 
which  all  Jeffireys'  furious  gestures  and  yeUa  could  not  for 
some  moments  suppress. 

"  My  son ! — I  knew  thou  couldst  not  mean  to  betray  me, 
said  Sydney,  with  a  snule  of  benignant  tenderness,  and  i 
triumphant  i^lance  at  the  reanimated  countenance  of  iii: 
daughter,  which  ^hone  with  an  expression  of  celestial  joy. 

''The  man  is  mad!"  exclaimed  Sir  Hobert,  in  the  fiisj 
moments  of  restored  silence.  ''His  crimes,,  wounds,  aoe 
imprisonment  have  crazed  him." 

"  No,  no,  he  is  not  mad,  he  is  more  knave  than  fool,"  am 
Jeffreys,  blackening  with  rage.  "  He  hath  &irly  deceived  u$. 
but  himself  more.  He  hath  confessed  what  we  might  haTt 
had  some  difSculty  in  proving.  Clerii,  enter  liia  jdea  tV 
guilty,  and  remove  him  to  his  former  place  till  we  have  doae 
with  Mr.  Sydney.  It  was  well,  Sir  lU>bert,  that  yoa  po- 
small  stress  on  t&U  witnesB-a  evidence ;  joor  charge,  methi^ 
hath  legs  enough  of  its  own  to  stand  on." 

"Grentlemen  of  the  jury,  you  have  heard  the  truth,"  ex- 
claimed Mervyn,  as  they  removed  him.  "  If  you  condenm 
the  prisoner,  his  blood  be  upon  you  and  your  childx«n!s  heiuii 
for  ever  and  for  ever!" 

"Graghim  if  he  will  not  be  silent  1"  exclaimed  the  duel- 
justice. 

"  Will  not  this  gap  in  the  state  close  till  it  has  swalloireii 
up  aU  that  is  noblest  m  it  !'*  said  Sydney,  "  O  Eome,  Eome '. 
boast  of  thy  Ourtius  as  thou  wilt — ^here  is  one  whose  glory 
outdazzles  lus." 

It  was  some  time  before  the  excitement  of  this  extraordinary 
scene  subsided,  and  Aurora  resumed  her  occupation.    It  wa* 
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wonderftil  that,  aithougli  her  lorer's  fisite  was  sealed  by  this 
outlMlTBt,  she  seemed  restored  by  some  magic  to  life  and  hap- 
piness. Her  cheeks  glowed,  her  eyes  sparkled,  there  was 
animation,  courage,  defiance,  in  the  very  grace  of  her  beautiful 
fottn,  in  every  g[esture,  in  the  haughty  smile  on  her  lip. 

Sydney  examined  a  note  which  nis  counsel  handed  over  to 
him,  imd  began  his  defence.  He  denied  that  he  had  any 
light  to  take  notice  of  the  papers  laid  to  his  charge.  It  wajs 
impossible  to  prove  that  they  were  his  writinff ;  hiJs  hand  might 
be  counterfeited — a  very  common  artifice  in  that  intriguing  age. 
He  ishffn  alleged  the  law  of  Edward  III.,  by  which  he  could 
not  be  indicted,  mudi  less  tried  and  condemned,  without  the 
eTidenee  of  two  witnesses  to  each  branch  of  the  indictment. 
Here  was  orlj  one — ^the  Lord  Howard.  He  then  proceeded 
to  expose  the  inconsistencies  and  improbabilities  of  Howard's 
narrative,  which,  indeed,  existed  in  tne  conspiracy  itself,  from 
the  great  variety  of  plans  and  cross-plans  pursued  by  the 
different  ramifications  of  plotters.  Sydney  had  had  but  one 
motive,  but  one  course  of  action,  and  he  had  not  the  least  idea 
by  what  an  infinite  varietr  of  threads  it  was  crossed.  This 
part  of  his  defence  was  eviaently  the  composition  of  a  lawyer ; 
it  abounded  in  legal  subtleties.,  far-fetched  illustrations, 
clenching  arguments  on  little  points ;  but  it  emerged  finally 
on  the  broad  ground  that,  as  there  was  but  one  witness,  and 
the  law  required  two,  to  an  indictment  of  treason,  he  was  not 
obliged  in  any  manner  to  plead  to  it 

"This  is  a  point  of  fact  whether  there  be  two  witnesses," 
said  Jefireys.  ''I  tell  you  beforehand  one  witness  is  not 
enough." 

"  Why  then  there  is  my  Lord  Howard,  and  not  another," 
said  Sydney. 

**  I^ay,  do  not  make  these  inferences,"  replied  Jeffreys'.  "  I 
"vrill  ten  the  jury,  if  there  be  not  two  witnesses,  as  the  law 
requires  in  this  matter,  they  ought  to  acquit  you." 

"You  confound  me — I  cannot  stir,"  said  Sydney^  vehe- 
menlly,  "  You  talk  of  a  conspiracy ;  what  is  a  conspiracy  to 
kill  the  king  P  Are  there  any  more  witnesses  than  one  for 
levying  of  war  P" 

**!ra5y  do  not  deceive  yourself,'*  replied  Jeffreys;  "you 
must  not  think  the  court  and  you  intend  to  enter  into  a 
dialogue.  Answer  to  the  fact ;  if  there  be  not  sufficient  fact 
the  jury  will  acquit  you." 

Thus  hardly  pressed,  and  still  condemned  to  fight  with 
shadows,  Sydney  took  a  new  tack  of  defence,  by  assailing  the 
credit  of  tne  solitary  witness  which  had  appeared.  He  ex- 
posed his  inconsistencies,  his  rhetorical  artifice,  his  confused 
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cvidenqe,  wHcL.  distinguislied  what  no  mm  sflSSSl^^^HfiK'bot 
cTj^ted  a  general  impression  which  might  be  diyt^lMtM  at 
any  maa's  fancy.  Jeffreys  pretended  to  encotiraj^ljSii'M'Jm 
proceediB^;  he  termed  it  relevant  to  attack  the  CTedR^f  a 
^ritnessiflie  could.  ;  ;       •  ;  ..^r  nw,  , 

.  **  I  have  this  to  say  concerning  "my  JiOrd  B&>TtoJf '*'  (khi* 
tinned  Sydney,  "  he  hath  accused  himself  ttf '  |i!mrpr8^feMWft^ 
and  I  do  not  hear  that  he  has  his  pardon  for  ^y  j^MWuiii* 
the  terror  of  tho^e  treasons,  and  the  pTini8hiiienjk''fd]^  ^^t 
Wtath  shown  himself  to  be  under  that  terror  t  lieliiitlt  raid 
he  could  not  get  his  pardon  vntil  he  had  done  ^ifi^'otfeer 
joljST-till  he  was  past  that  drudgery  of  6weiftHf^jP^fiiti& 
my  Iprd,  that  having  incurred  the  penalty  of  Mgh  tteitkad,  Itf 
would  get  his  own  indemnity  by  destroying  others.  This,  h 
the  law  of  (!^od  and  man,  I  think,  destroys  a  nian'^ii^tooDT' 
Besides,  my  lord,  he  is  my  debtor ;  he  owes  me  a  conBldexaljle 
fHUXL  of  money  I  lent  him  in  time  of  his  great  necel^l^ ;  lie 
made  some  covenants  with  me  for  the  payment  of  tHatk^ner. 
which  he  hath  broken ;  and  when  his  mortgage  waii  IbrMei 
^d  I  might  take  the  advantage  the  law  giveJd  tnip,  he  icNiad 
out  a  way  to  have  me  laid  up  in  the  Tower:  ^Etd^y'lK  Veiy 
subtle  man;  at  my  Lord  Russell's  trial  he  carried 'ife'liMfe' 
i^  said,  between  the  paring  and  th^  apple;  an<i^ls6  tbibisa 
poini'  of  gpreat  nicety  and  cunning,  at  one  titAe  to  g^'BS  own 
pardon,  and  at  the  same  time  to  save  hid  monery.  -  jftfotliff 
thing,  my  lord,  is,  that  when  I  was  a  prisoner^  he  ca^e  io  my 
l^y^se,  and  spoke  with  my  servant,  and  said  how  st^4;Jr  J»y^ia 
that  I  should  be  brought  in  dsmger  upon  this  njccx>\ix^  of  the 
plot,  and  that  it  was  but  a  sham ;  and  that  he  \VBJb  ci^^dest. 
iflhad  known  anything,  I  should  have  told' hiiijif.'' He  hath 
^id fiomething^of  this  before;  I  have  several' tyitilfedies  to 
provfe  both.  He  was  desirous  to  go  farther,  ahd'he  -Mtdd  BOt 
only  pay  my  debt  by  his  testimony  agaiiifiit'iixe,'  I^uft  lie>ould 
have  got  my  plate  and  other  goods  froiii  m^'intihSar 'posses- 
sion, and  he  desired  my  man,  as  a  place  of  trt^ilii^to'j'dt  l^to 
in  his  hands.  And  the  next  news  was  that  theiti  ^lis  tt  'iifitxtm 
against  my  Lord  Hussell  and  mfe.  But  then;  lhy-'*'lifrd,  ke 
made  other  affirmatiqipLS  in  the  presence' of  dod}  iSi^'J "^t^ 
innocent  in  Ms  opinion,' and -was  confident  Of'it;*!foiyif^  Iliad 
known  anything  of  it> ,  I  would  have  told  it.** '  V    ' ', '  *  ^^ 

After  this  burst  of  indijgnant  feeling,  Stdne^  Idok^a  a^n 
at  his  legal  npte^*  and  apparently  resuxned  the  line'  of.  argn- 
ment  which  they  cnaUc^d  Out  for  him.  A31  the  ingenions 
resources  of  defence  were  exhausted  by  the  able  lawyers  who 
had  drawn  up.  h^  plea ;  every  argument  of  reason,  aothoritTi 
and  even  ridicule,  charged  in  succession  the  mass  ofdifiorderij 


THE  TKLAX  OF  SYPNEY.  447 

lu^on^G^/^drfif^ts  ^d  perjuries  which  Howard  liad  |>roduced. 
!3Chg!3g^jl^p  pf  former  judges,  refusing  the  siinififcttde  of 
*c9f^9]^,^^ecl  tp  destroy  the  evidence  of  the  alleged  libeL 

*ydnf3Ff^^Wever,  got  into  speaking  of  FUmer's  ^ovk,  wMck 

LIS  own  was  written  to  refute,  and  the  zeal  of  the  auUior  sooa 
jp^arcadjk^.^  Trithering  invective  which  he  launched  at  his 
^iv;e^«^i^,l  ButJeff^  him  abruptly,  and,  after 

^9pj4^^V^angling,  ^impatiently  desired  him  to  produce  his  wit- 
nesa?»,if  Jie,jtiadany.  .  .        / 

■  .Sj^^«'^°^ii^ff  ^*  ^  ^^^  ^  contend  with  the  poT^er  and 
olwtoapjr  of  Jws.  judge,  called  the  Earl  of  Anglesey,  who  bore 
testi?9fQny  to  me  expressions  which  Howard  had  used,  relative 
to  ^jrdi^t^rs  Innocence  of  the  plot.  The  Earl  of  Clare  bore  a 
«^iIn4ar!  evidence,  commenting  with  great  bitterness  on  the 
delator's  ingratitude  to  a  man  who  had  obliged  him  in  many 
in^tax^fce^v  M!r.  Philip  Howard,  a  sentleman  of  the  same 
family  as  the  accuser,  also  witnessed  against  him,  and  with 
t}i^. indignation  of  an  honourable  mind,  mdignant  at  the  dis^ 
SO^^^  ,bf ought,  on  their  common  name.  The  celebrated 
3wr4®^,l  Sydney's  steward,  Ducas;  the  Lord  Paget;  Mr. 
iJiyrMrajPtoinrara ;  and  several  witnesses  of  inferior  rank  w^re 
ife^JJg^^who  testified  to  the  facts  of  the  Lord  Howard V  constant 
depial  lojt^e  conspiracy,  his  assertions  of  Sydney's  innocence, 
■«^4  Jr^QUf^^  expressions  of  complaint  at  being  obliged  to 
piUTf^^e  his  own  pardon  at  the  sacrifice  of  others.    Thei^ 

wa8,n6.,neces8ity  to  prove  the  mortgage — he  hastily  ackHow* 
led^g^  thai  himself. 

Sydney  *s  counsel  now  produced  a  witness,  in  the  form  of  iMi 

old  r  grisly  Jew,  whom  several  in  court  instantly  recoguMed  as 

the  4fhem,l^t^  BJkanah. 
-  **  And,  ^hat  hive  you  to  say,  my  fine  master  P"  said  Jefireys, 

washing  tno  snaky  glittering  of  the  man's  eye,  with  the  m- 

t^rei^t  of  a  pdngemal  nature. 

"Jjiisonly bave  I  to  say,"  replied  the  Jew,  tremulously, 

**  thaiij['.y<;>ur  lordship  pleases  to  show  me  any  of  these- sheets 

of  pa^i:^  XfUI  undertake  to  imitate  them  in  a  Httle  time,  that 

yoi^  lltall  not  ituopw  .?ii'hich  is  which.     'Tis  the  easiest  hand 

that  ei:ey+ 1 9a^  m  mjr  life," 
.'SYbu,  ,4id  not  write  these,  Blkanah  ?**  said  Sir  Eobert, 

tossmg  over  the  j)^pers  impatiently. 

"JNo  j  liut  I  villdp  so  in'a  7ery*,little  time,  if  you  pleash," 

replied  the  alcl^eniist, 

"Have  you  any  more  .witnessiBd P'*  interrupted  Jefireys,  in 

a  wrathful  voice. 

"  No,  my  lord."  -  - 

"  Tbcoiaddress  yourself  to  the  jury,*'hereplied,  Vehemently. 
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Aad  Bydaej  did  address liiinself  to  tiie  ixary,  wn&^&»9me 
calnmess  and  di^ty  of  maimer  whicli  he  kad  protected 
tlmraghout  tibe  tnal.  His  speech  was  a  model  of:  asgajnen* 
t&ixre  eloqibence.  Bat  what  availed  eloquexibee  or  ifmoetoce 
at  the  corrupt  tsibunal  before  which  he  stood  ?  He^*  ceased  ak 
length,  coniraea:^  rather  b^  exhausion  of  Brame  thaa  oi  arga- 
nkent.  Manes  of  approbation  from  portioas  of  the  aadiaiee 
oontimially  escaped;  but  the terri£c  Jeffreys  easily  auppresanl 
^em. 

He  then  sat  down  beside  his  daughter,  whose  deadJtf  pal^ 
uess  had  now  returned.  She  endeavoured  to  look  at  ibim 
sBadlinfflT  and  hopefully,  but  the  effort  was  yaiB*  and  tens 
^thed  heavily  to  her  eyes. 
The  soHcitor-generai  replied  in  an  elaborate  speech,  anii 
rdney  wished,  afterwards,  to  add  a  few  reaiajrks,  but  the 
def*jnstice  would  not  allow  him,  alleging  that  his  time  was 
past.  He  then  commenced  that  remarkable  charge  to  the 
ysay  which,  but  that  he  himself  has  left  similar  examples, 
\rould  stand  alone  in  the  annals  of  legal  injuatiee.  With  whst 
emotions  ,this  address  was  listened  to,  may  be  inmgined ;  a 
pn>found,  almost  deathly,  silence  reigned.  SydnenfVeoimte- 
nanoe  was  almost  the  only  one  in  court  whieh  betrayed  na 
signs  of  asitati<»i.  Aurora's  eye  and  h^  whole  som-  wtie 
fixed  on  the  judge,  with  a  fixedness  and  ifttensity  of  tiioogkt 
that  barred  out  all  external  infiuencesv  Much  curioaity  was 
entertained  relative  to  the  judge's  interpretation  of  the  statate 
whereby  two  witnesses  were  required,  and  which  seemed  to 
be  a  fatal  want  in  the  whole  process.  This  question  waa  soon 
pu,t  at  rest. 

Jeffreys  began  his  charge  by  an  able  exposition  'oi  the 
points  at  issue,  the  manner  mwnieh  they  should  be  regarded, 
nia  own  duties,  and  those  of  the  jurors.  With  a^arent 
impartiality  he  enumerated  the  laws  on  ihe  sul](jeet<»fhigh 
treason ;  but  suddenly  he  launched  forth  that;  celebrated 
decision  which  might  alone  have  made  hid.  name  infiUBioes 
anong  the  false  interpreters  of  the .  law  of  Bngland^  ''  I 
am  suso  to  tell  you,"  he  said,  with  peculiar  emphaaia  on 
every  word,  "  that,  in  point  of  law,  it  is  not. only  the  opiniiHL 
of  us  here,  but  the  opinion  of  thenx  that  sat  befoce  us,  a&d 
the  opinion  of  all  the  judses  of  England*!  and  within  the 
iHemory  of  mimy  of  you,  that,  although  th^pe  be  two  wit- 
nesses  required  to  prove  a  man  guilty  of  hi^h  treason,  yet 
it  is  not  necessarf  there  should  be  two  witnesses  to  the 
same  thing  at  one  time.  But  if  two  witnesses  pr(we  two  several 
facts  that  have  a  tendency  to  the  same  treason,  they  are  two 
witnesses.  suficieQt  to  convict  any  man  of  high  treason." 
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Tbe8e<  words  st3*ack  a  death>biow  to  the  hopes  of  Sydney, 
but  still  he  wbs  unmoved,  save  that  he  looked  eompassionatelj 
at  Im  daofrhter.  Jeffreys  proceeded  to  defend  the  conduct 
o£  liie^wn  proseeat^rs,  by  BMBumh^g  it  to  ihfLt  pur. 
axbed  by  the  popular  party  against  the  popish  plotters,  fie 
spoke  ^dignantly,  as  if  the  majesty  of  justice  were  affronted 
by  doubts  thrown  on  the  existence  of  a  plot,  for  which  manr 
had  already  Ued  on  the  scaffold.  Despite  of  MesrFyns* 
overwhelming  evidence,  he  artfully  amalgamated  and  dove- 
tailed the  Bye  House  conspiracy  into  all  the  ramifications 
of  ifke  popular  party.  Mervyn's  testimony  he  declared  uii'* 
T^ovthy  of  credit,  as  that  of  a  desperate  wretch,  who,  like 
the  dymg  wasp,  endeavoured  to  leave  its  sting  in  the  crush^sr'a 
Ixand.  BS  summed  up  the  evidence  altogether  against  Sydney 
azid  his  witnesses,  and  drew  from  those  of  his  antagonists  a 
narrative  of  the  plot,  to  which  he  seemed  to  pledge  the  weight 
of  his  judicial  authority. 

AU  the  arguments  in  Sydney's  favour,  one  by  one,  disap- 
peared under  the  crushing  march  of  his  (so  called)  jud^e  I 
^ut  as*  if  aware  of  the  instability  of  his  decision  conoermng 
witnesses,  the  chief-justice,  after  reiterating  it,  declared  that, 
even  if  ^e  prisoner's  objection  was  goocU— there  were  two 
witnesses,  one  indeed  dumb,  yet  speaking  with  a  mighty 
voiee*^being  pen  and  ink.  There  was  a  general  murmur 
of  emosity ;  but  when  the  judge  pronounced  that  this 
second  wiiaiess  was  the  book  whi3x  Sydney  had  written,  a 
book  containing  "  all  the  malice,  and  revenge,  and  treason^ 
that  mankind  can  be  guilty  of,"  men  look^  at  each  other 
in  mute  terror.  He  reminded  the  courtly  jury  of  the  bitteR 
times  of  the  late  rebellion,  and  declared  that  without  vigour 
and  imanimity  similar  scenes  were  approaching.  ''Next,  I 
must  tell  you,  gentlemen,'^*— he  concluded  this  part  of  his 
summary  with  bfoodthirsty  injustice, — **  upon,  I  think,  a  less 
testimony,  an  indictment  was  preferred  against  the  late  Lord 
Hiissell,  and  he  was  thereupon  convicted  and  executed:  of 
which  the  record  has  been  brought.  This  is  the  evidence  for 
the  long.'' 

He  next  proceeded  to  demolish  Sydney's  various  objec- 
tions. The  fabric  which  his  lawy^'s  skill  had  raised,  rapidby 
fell,  brick  by  brick,  beneath  the  overbearing  hand  of  his 
authoritv.  ''So  that,  on  <me  side,"  he  concluded,  piously 
raising  his  eye,  a  trick  he  had  learned  from  his  old  mas- 
ters, the  puritans,  "God  forbid  but  we  should  be  carefiil 
of  men's  lives ;  so,  on  the  other  side,  God  forbid  that 
flourishes  and  varnish  should  come  to  ^idanger  the  life  of 
the  king,  and  the  destruction  of  the  government.    But,  gen- 
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tlemcn,  we  are  not  to  anticipate  yea  i&Ta&i^am  o^^MfcuiiflTe. 
aeeotduig  to  my  jnemoxy,  Tecajntnlated  tho'luatter  .linstE 
erideiie^.  It  remains  pnrel j  ia  yea  Txm,  •  to  avf  niiillu  in 
betieve,  upon  the  wkole  matter,  tkst-  the  ^8Mwri»^iA|f  of 
the  high  treason  vhereof  he  i«  indbtod:.'''      ^ 'i  T'^-i* 

^  Gentlemen*  it  is  fit  yoa  have  cubt  opmion/'  aaid  Mitiu* 
tiee  Withins,  tmwilling  to  be  defravdea  of  (Lua-ibaciGUofcnr* 
Listing  infamy.  "  In  all  the  points  of  law  we  concur  wAvf 
lesd  diiel'jvstioe:  Colonel  Sydney  nys»  Ixsn  iBiaraB%btT 
conspiracy,  but  there  is  nothing  comes  of  <it  j^v^  ikat'W 
thank  for  that?  -None  but  the  Alm^hty  Brorideiie&i  one  of 
theznselTeS'  being  troubled  in  conscienee^  asd  CHinte  ii»  ^ 
eorer  it ;  had  not  -Xeehng  discoyered  it,  Godikaoftt^^^dka 
we  might  haye  been  aliye  at  this  day."  -  ■  T 

After  this  appeal,  ad  homines,  the  jwrywi^diefr^  ^Asd 
now,  m}r  dearest  child,  for  the  firmness  whioh  toii^psKHiisAi 
sue,'*  eaid  Sydney,  turning  to  his  daughteap«  V  Bensember, 
you  are  a  Sydney  !'*  :  ". 

She  looked  at  nim,  and  her  white  lips  niaifed»'bBtttttmd 
ao  sound.  Sydney  stooped  and  kissed  her  marideibidv^  «iik 
dignified  tenoemess.  He  then  began  speaking  iB^Iy<1ufdl^ 
tone,  bat  with  perfect  calnmess*  to  his  conasebaB^  ^#pi* 
li^nen'of  his  acquaintance  who  crowded  ^ronnde.  ^MxtTn, 
who  had  hitherto  looked  on  as  impertnrbaUe-as  a  ateine,-iio« 
obseryed  the  «traDge  lawyer  whisper  to  Jefi6Kiya,i  whoj  imikr 
pretext  of  taking  some  refreshment,  retired  '  &e  Tetiunidd  a 
a  few  minutes,  something  flushed,  probably  with  m-doM^sf 
strong  waters,  his  finrourite  potation,  fltnd  obaevyed  bk  b.tbM 
tone,  •  .-..•....•,.  1      ^ 

"The  jury  are  like  to  occupy  the  best  port-ofisiiihoiariB 
their  talk,  so,  master  sergeant,  make  seme  smattsrdon^  ^^ 
bar,  and  let  us  see  this  rare  witness  of' todrs^' who' !hatli9» 
amply  testified  against  himself.  Let  anotheb  tw^l^  -be  ssron, 
ana  we  will  despatch  his  business."  '   .j  •»    u\-u   - 

'  The  orders  of  JeSreyB  were  idwa^s^  obeyed  witfeis^dky. 
A  new  jury  soon  occupied  'thebox  ofthosb  in  lUiatetBiui 
Meryyn's  guazds  transferred  him>  to  the  bari  at  wiiidi  sat 
Sydney  ana  his  daughter.  The '  fanner' embraoed^iBi  with 
extreme  emotion;  the  latter  pot  lier  hand  mecfaflhieitty n 
his,  and  a  yisible  shudder  vaA  ovjerhfinwifafde  fittmej^  Mjen^ 
blessed  God  that  she  seemed  sdarcely:  .sensible  eCiwhot'WJi* 
going  on,  and  took  his  idtand»  leaning  oh  ^e  bar i  with:  ^ro«^ 
and  dignified  composnre.  ?  '     •    *    •    .    -  .t    /. 

''Prisoner  I'*  Mud  Jeilfreys,  in  a  terrific  tone^/^you' stand 
indicted  of  high  treason,  and  your  plea  ef  guilty  is* nioerded> 
but,  for  the  sstisfaotidn  of. the  jury,  let  it  l^read  agiii.'' 
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^'^IDbu  nay  -apecpe  yooiself  that  tnmble,  my  lord/'  «aid 
Mflnr{jm»  ^«B  also  any  attempt  to  frighten  me  "vritk  bi|f  looks 
imi^  ssavf 'imooda.  -I  am  past  feaF^my  lard.  I  plead  giiiltY  to 
yoiariiidMriJMMit,  &r  in  thatgnilt,  as  yon  call  it;  do  I  piaee^ 
xnj  chief  hopes  of  being  Temembered  with  applatuse 'in  my 
ocnAatr^^  htfltoTy^  I  am  guilty  of  ccmspiring  to  ^ketkrone  the 
tynmti  •Ghaifes  iK,;  and  to  restore  their  liberty  to  the  English 


JKeadi  his  confession,  derk,''  said  Jeffreys,  with  imper^ 
turbaUa  detemdnatiiHi. 

-  Whil&thftB  form  was  goin^  throngh,  Mervyn  felt  his  ^eeve- 
picked  inasL  fbehind,  and  fooking  roimd,  he  saw,  with  tsnt* 
•jpnm  «vd'lMaRX>r«  the  foim  of  Colonel  Blood,  half  hlddto  by  « 
pillar.  He  looked  as  pale  as  a  ccwpse^  but  his  eyes  had  a 
wild  wolf^^e  glare. 

"MerrynT'  he  whispered,  ''there  is  still  anoliier  die  in 
thehoK-^-oemand  the  ordeal  by  battle ;  'tis  an  ancient  la^ 
unrepealed !" 

^JtaiTyn  tnniedas  if  from  a  £end,  but  the  words  worked 
tfteangahr  in  hh.  mind,  and  assimilated  well  with  the  reekless 
state  or  hia  feelings.  Whoi,  therefore,  Jeffreys  hurriedly 
begin  io  pronouce  sentence  on  him,  for  Sydney's  jnry  were- 
mmn^y  with  their  yerdict,  he  intermpted  him.  ''  My  lord, 
XJhave  wt  to  say  wl^  judgment  shomd  not  be  passed  on 
sie,"  he  exclaimea.  "  By  an  ancient  law,  never  repealed,  it 
is  laft  to  ihe  accaaed  to  Tindicate  themselves  in  single  batdd^ 
agacinat  their  accusers*  Your  lordship  is  fond  of  l^se  ancient 
w<»Bii«aten  law«,  and  will  not  denv  me  battle  with  my 
accuser,  whoever  he  may  be,  which  1  now  demand  to  the 
deatth^ifiSTwdnLeta  my  glove !" 

**  13i«r  fightiit  out  with  yourself,  for  you  aie  your  own  »<Aa 
accuser!"  said  Jeffreys,  with  a  loud  laugh,  in  which  noB& 
joinedi  -.«  Why,  the  man  is  mad — ^let  us  see  him  bufibt  luiii>i 
self— Hght,  light !" 

A  f^w^ttoohes. hastily  kinged  threw  a  dark  and  Inebrious 
illnminatlfiin  en  theiscene,  and  produced  an  effect  of  peculiar 
aoleiimity  and  gloom;  The  pale  iaoe  of  Mervyn,  glarmg 
with  pa&ioii  I'  the  passive  f<Hmi  of :  Aurora,  with  her  marble 
featosca.ba&ed  in:a'c<^4i  dew  r  the  -  cahn,  majestic  attitude^ 
of  Sydliey ;  'die  ilnmenae' masses  of  gazing  faces,  which  had 
all  ^gndmSir  sunk  into  dark  twihgnt ;  i^  came  suddenly 
into  fiilL  -leliefi  Jeffreys :  reoiewed  hia  sentencingy  when  he 
suddenly  recollected  that  he  had  mit  his  bk^k  cap  on, 
and  he  turned  with  a  shaip  rebuke  to  the  officer  who  ought 
to  have  had  it  ready«-*when  a  muttsrii^  munnur  ran  around, 
"  the  jm^^  /A^  jury !"    In  an  instant  there  wa»  a  profouadi 
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^ence  tlirousliout  the  hall.  The  jtiry  appeared,  wi^ibCheii 
fixreman  at  me  head,  proceeded  by  an  officer  mdilisks. 
But  this  ilhunination  was  rendered  mmecessary  by  a  cata* 
ract  of  rich  golden  light,  which  innndated  the  wiiole  Miill, 
and  lighted  np  its  minutest  earring — probably  a  stzdden  burst 
out  of  the  cloudy  sunset. 

."  Well,  gentlemen,  well,  what  is  your  verdict  F*  eatdaimed 
the  chief-justice.  There  was  a  general  leaning  forward  in  the 
audience,  and  suppressed  exclamations  in  female  tones. 

*■'  My  lord,  we  nnd  the  prisoner— Guilty,"  replied  the  fore- 
man, in  a  tremulous  tone. 

There  was  a  moment  of  deathly  silence ;  not  a  wo9%L,  not  a 
morement,  not  a  breath,  throughout  the  immense  mass. 
Then,  as  if  released  from  the  wand  of  some  enclianter,  s 
general  murmur  was  heard ;  some  looked  at  Sydney,  and 
a  smile  seemed  to  quiver  on  his  lips;  others  at  Aurora, 
and  she  seemed  in  nowise  disturbed  from  her  trance  of  agony, 
save  that  the  tears  were  flowing  unheeded  down  her  wkSe 
cheeks. 

"  Speak  up  like  men,  then — the  prisoner  is  guilty  !"  said 
Jeifreys,  witn  a  look  of  savage  tnumph.  "Mr.  Attomer, 
wilfvou  move  anything  ?" 

"ifylord,  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  is  convicted  of  high 
treason ,**  said  Sir  Bobert.  "  I  demand  judgment  against  hkn." 

"  Algernon  Sydney,  hold  up  thy  hand,"  said  the  elerk  d 
the  court.  Sydney  obeyed.  And  the  usual  question  was  pat 
if  he  had  anything  to  say  why  judgment  of  death  should  hoc 
be  passed  against  him. 

"  My  lord,  I  humbly  conceive  I  have  had  no  trial,"  said 
Sydney.  "  I  was  to  be  tried  by  my  country ;  I  did  not  find 
my  country  in  the  jury  that  tried  me;  therewere  Bonncd 
them  that  were  not  freeholders.  I  thbik,  my  lord,  there  » 
neither  law  nor  precedent  of  any  man  that  has  been  tried 
upon  an  indictment  by  ajury  who  were  not  entirely  toompoeed 
or  freeholders.  Thus,  1  humbly  conceive  that  I  have  had 
no  trial  at  all,  and,  if  I  have  had  no  trial,  there  can  be  no 
judgment." 

Jeffreys  abruptly  overruled  this  objection,  and  another 
which  Sydney's  counsel  put  into  his  hand,  relating  to  the 
omission  of  one  of  the  king's  titles  in  the  indictment.  Many 
more  arguments  he  produced,  as  if  in  the  vain  hope  of  ei- 
hausting  the  injustice  of  his  judge,  who  at  length  proceeded 
in  a  bullying  manner  to  pass  sentence.  But  Symiey  again 
interrupted  Sim. 

"I  must  appeal  to  €k>d  and  the  world!"  exclaimed  he,  *'I 
am  not  heard." 
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"  AsigfeJi  to  whom  you  wili,"  replied  the  chief-juBtiee.  "  I 
could  wish,  with  all  my  heart,  instead  of  appeaUng  to  the 
WforJld,  )fis,  though  you  had  received  something  extremely  hard 
in  y.oiu:  case,  that  you  would  appeal  to  the  great  God  of 
Seo^yeu,  and  consider  the  guilt  you  have  contracted  by  the 
great  ofience  you  have  committed.  I  could  wish,  that,  as  a 
gentleman  and  a  Christian,  you  would  consider,  under  what 
particular  obligrations  you  lie  to  that  gracious  kmg  who  hath 
done  so  much  tor  you.  I  should  have  thought  it  would  have 
^VTQOght  in  you  such  a  temper  of  mind,  as  to  have  turned  the 
rest  of  your  life  into  a  generous  acknowledgment  of  his 
bounty  and  mercy.  Mr.  Sydney,  you  are  a  gentleman  of 
qi}afity»  and  need  no  counsel  from  me :  if  I  could  give  you 
any,  my  charity  to  your  immortal  soul  would  proYoke  me  to 
it.  I  pray  God  season  this  afflicti(m  to  you.  There  remams 
nothing  with  ihe  court,  but  to  pronounce  that  judgment  which 
is  expected,  and  the  law  requires :  therefore,  the  judgment  of 
tJae  court  ia-^-^That  ycm  be  carried  Aenco       •** 

" My  lord,  it  is  a  beastly  and  an  abominable  formula!"  in- 
terrupted Sydney.  '*  Pray  you,  let  my  daughter  retire — ah, 
God,  she  is  dead !" 

This  exclamation  he  uttered  when  turning  round  he  saw 
lus  daughter  supported  by  Mervyn  in  her  chair,  her  head 
lying  back,  her  eyes  closed,  and  her  whole  appearance  calm 
a6  death. 

"No,  'tis  only  a  swoon — ^would  to  God  she  were  dead  I" 
groaned  Mervyn. 

"Eemove  her,  and  let  her  be  looked  after,**  said  Jeffreys. 
**I  am  sorry  for  the  lady;  there  are  those  waiting  without 
who  have  the  care  of  her.*' 

Sydney  raised  his  senseless  child  in  his  arms,  and  for  a 
moment  nature  overcame  the  heroic  stoicism  of  his  manner. 
His-'COuntenance  grew  convulsed  with  emotion,  and  a  eingle 
chdced  «ob  burst  from  his  heart  as  he  resigned  her  powerless 
weight,  to  Lady  Howard's  woman,  who  now  appeared.  Her 
uncLsi  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  and  several  other  gentlemen, 
assisted  in  bearing  her  out,  and  then  the  unmoved  Jefireys 
prcmounced  the  barbarous  sentence  oi  the  law.  He  threw  m, 
as  if  by  make-weight,  Mervyn's  sentence — ^but  it  was  to  be 
hanged  only.  "  And  the  G^  of  infinite  mercy  have  mercy 
on  your  souls  1"  he  charitably  concluded. 

**  Then,  O  God !  O  God  1"  exckimed  Sydney,  "  I  beseech 
thee  to  sanctify  these  sufferings  unto  us,  and  impute  not  our 
blood  to  the  country,  nor  the  city,  through  which  we  are  to 
be  drawn ;  let  no  inquisition  be  made  for  it :  but  if  any,  and 
the  shedding  of  blood  which  is  innocent,  must  be  revenged, 
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let  the  weighti  of  it  fall  only  upon; those  the^ir  «fudi»di0lj 
prosecute  lis,  for  nffhteousness'  flake t"  •        - .  id  vm  eT£  r. 

"  I  pray  God  wonc  in  you.,  a  teinper  fit  to^o  wt^<Ui$  $^er 
world,"  said  Jeffreys,  *'  for  I  see  yoa  areitiot  ^t  jfor  t)ii^rt 
,  **  My. lord,  feel  my  pulse,  and  see  if  I/a3n.difle^d9f)6^,  yi^kI 
Syduey,  extettdwg  his  hand.    **  1/  bless  iGnadi  X  neter .^  in 
better  temper  than  I  am  now."  -   /•.  ,f«i.  h-  . - 

*'  I  demand  my  sentence  according  to  the  s^sMieti*-'  ex* 
claimed  Mervyn,  wildly.    '*  I  will  not  be  has^Bied  17  i  .  vy 

"  Is  not  thai*  good  enough  for  your  gentility  P" *  said  cMNys, 

with  a  bitter  sneer.   "  Eemove  the  prisoners,— fir©  .iifeidM«!" 

. "  My  loiHi,  I  have  one  request  to  make/'  «aid  ^dney^i  i/^  It 

is,  that  my  daughter  be  given  to  the  guardianship  of  fa^itibde. 

J  cannot  suffer  her  in  uw  inhuman  nands  of  my  em^mk^" 

**  There  is  matter  against  her  before  tlie  eouuoij. — Bbe  i^ 
better  in  the  hands  of  Lady  Howard  tha&  the  diipgiKms  of 
the  Tower  1"  said  Jeffreys,  rising  impatiently*        .      .fi  • 

"Farewell,  then,  dear  and  wcurthy  acml"  said^|jrdn9yi.ei»> 
bracing  Mervyn.  "  Farewell ! — ^if  we  meet  again  on.'wi^  it 
muat  be  on  tlie  scaffold,  but  I  doubt  x»ot  in  a  bi{j»f;.fi|i4ceve 
shall  be  together  in  a  better  place."  .      •  ■  •  -^  'i  • 

"The  scaffold,  then,  be. our  field  of  glory^  £i«^]«tr l"  wU 
Meryyn.  . "  I  have  followed  your  steps  oae^^rt^ Jtod.IiBhall 
follow  them  to  heaven  1"  -  ■  •  i  ..''a 

They  embraced  once  more  with  solemn  tendemaflBj  aikd  the 
guards  removed  them  in  different  directions. 


. .    .  1 
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MEASUSE  FOS  HIEASrKIC,  ,  ,        >  ;   vr.»    •. 

It  was  the  morning  foUowing  the  evemtfiiiwdair  iwe;  hare 
just  described,  when  a  figure  envelopedninift loltg  <4l^>  m^ 
^en  gtiding  in  at  the  p^rtal^  of  Aj&merk  Hd^flr  in.'i^bich 
but  few  now  entered.  He  mouaied'  tbe  Msirii  fnsUiig'  tk 
^age  aside  who  would  hai^re  atinotmeed  rhimy.ana.-n^t  i» 
way  into  the  apartment  .w&'hate<fbrftierly  desezabeii^/.  -iSufil^ 
had  reassumed  their. suiuai  o^sdmfyrmBkgf^aemey  9i{%tigk 
fire  biased  in  the  chimney  ^.taoML  j^etai  it  sat  Lady  Hioward  in 
her  wonted  state.  Shi  had  (iOme  goldi^etwoidc  iDi  Jney  iiud. 
but  hadforgotteo.toply.il;,  and  eaenusd  buried  in  a  dark  i^veiie. 

"  Well,  ia  it  youwMr.BjbodF"  ahe  «fcid,  eareleaal^ -timing 
at  the  soiuid  of  footeteps^  . 

** It  isy  madami"  repliedihe  muffled  figure. 

"You  seem  in  bads^rits^  colonel,"  said  the  ooimtesB* 
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*<*  "Wbtttiftili  ydtl?    lAtk  you  gold  ?    Thfere— help  youTself--* 
here  are  my  keys,  and  liiere  are  my  coffers." 

•*f^^I  ^^n^pot  fe^  gb\A*^lh&re  perehanee  what  viE  serve 
my  iiniei**  i^lied  Blood,  in  a*  croaking  voice.  ■**  This  wotmd 
fflf-my-^Mei  "g*^®**  ^y^  *he  hand  of  t&e  heir  of  <Auitn^*4e,  is 
^itiSfr^^l'^^stD.t'Vfhat^  belter  than  all  the  mii3!6&f  of  Mexico 
— a  moment's  oeace  of  mind  !  Wonian,  you  Jwre  btokeii 
o<£r  coi^i^ttelJS-^M  (Mes^atid  by  ^yoor^  Means/'  ' 

"  Well,  he'  dieSi"  said  the  countess,  odlndy. 

"^'Ibfi  ic^  shall  not  die  I — I  will  proclaim  you  iwtherr  ex- 
claiftiM  Blood. 

"Do  •  youJf' worst,    colonel*-'!   defy  you! **  she  replied, 

"Pa^'^omaDt!  you  have  sinapped  the  last  links  of  my 
chaiii4'-"^aid  Blood,  violently.  '  - 

**' Yoli'  have-too  long  held  me  the  slave  of  your  threats^  sir," 
said  the  countess.  •  '*  They  pall  upc^  ite  now«  and  Jade  th^ 
tft^»<tf  terror.    Do  you  worst,  Master  Blood — I  teU  you,  I 

•  ''">*l^w^,  thenT*  said  the  colonel,  clenching  his  teeth  ad 
if  in  resolute  purpose.  "Madam,  I  bear  the  king's  com- 
iBlmds  toi^ak  with  Mistress  Sydney." 

•  '^/ft)  ':««liat'  intent  P"  said  tiie  countess.  "  But  I  deny"  you 
not ;  she  is  the  king's  prisoner,  not  mine.  I  marvel  you  have 
not  y^  ndted  her^H»he  is  there." 

She  waved  her  hand  at  a  figure  reclining  on  a  ^u<^,  in  4 
recess  of  a  window,  but  so  motionless  that  Blood  had  not 
perceived  it.  It  was  Aurora  r  i^e  was  as  pale  as  snow,  her 
eyes  sunk  and  closed,  while  tears  streamed  as  if  unconsciously 
down  her  cheeks. 

"Lady,"  said  Blood,  in  a  mild  tone,  "dry  yourtoars;  a 
better  day  has  dawiied :  I  bring  you  good  news." 

'^^You  taring  then  word  that  I  am  to  die  with  themP"  she 
said,  wi^h  tffldt  eagerbess.   •    * 

♦^  You  shaM  all  tlve-*-iaIl  be  happy  yet !"  said  Blood.  "  It 
d^andB'OiL  youiself^^lady, '  whetiier  liiey  live  or  die  like 
slaughtered:  oxen:  under '  the  bloody  ajce !  Ee^  iMs  letter-^ 
ft  ymi  espbdn:  all^^itiis  »from  tb»  'knag.** 

.**^th!B  kingi"  'fihaexclaimi^r  i^weaantly,  and  mec^nically 
takifigthe  paper.'  "Alock^  ^BomeeyBs  are  ali  on  fire,  or  else 
iM»  wriiang:  bums.  >  ''IPis  Bo^Oha^les  I&  r 

She'  seemed'  to  reanimate  from  her  stupor  of  grief,  and 
began  dreading,  but  the  contents  ai^peared  to  puzele  lier.  She 
apparently  read  them  over  and  over  agaStt  i  at  length,  how- 
ever, the  meaning  Beeiiked:tO'burst  upon  heiv  and' al^  covered 
her  laee  in  an  agony  of  te«cs  audiM^^r 
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"  Weep,  weep,  lady !  tears  relieve  the  overdiargeift  heart," 
said  Blood.  "  Would  to  God  that  I  cottld  weep  too !  His 
majesty  is  touched  with  pity  for  TOwr  sul^rin^,  l>trt  on  no 
other  conditions  will  he  brave  the  fury  of  his  brother,  ttfld  the 
discontent  of  the  cavaliers/' 

"My  father's  life  spared — only  to  be  confined  in  the  Tower 
'--a  pardon  to  be  granted  in  a  year !"  said  Aurora,  in  a  tone 
of  amazed  incredmity.  "  Mervyn  pardoned  on  the  itistamt'— 
his  birth  acknowledged— ostensibly  married  to  xne-^and  all 
the  price  of  one  poor  wretch's  shame.  Oh,  what  a  ralue  hati 
villany  in  this  world !  and  virtue  none !" 

"Selieve  it  not.  Mistress  Sydney!"  said  Lady  Howard. 
"  York  will  never  consent  to  any  of  the  exclusion  men  being 
spared :  your  father  will  be  beheaded  at  last,  like  XUdeigh.  or 
murdered  in  his  dungeon,  like ** 

**Like  your  husband,  Aumerie,"  interrupted  Aixrora,  witli 
a  flash  of  her  former  spirit.  "  But  'tis  all  in  vain.  Oh. 
Ci^onel  Blood,  my  father  would  never  live  at  sucli  a  ransom 
— ^Mervyn  would  detest,  loathe  me — I  cannot — ^I  will  not !  I 
will  die  with  them — my  heart  will  not  take  long  brea3dng.*' 

•*  You  give  them,  men,  to  the  block !"  ex^Saimed  Blood. 
"Think,  lady,  think  of  your  father's  grey  hairs  !  think yw 
see  them  bathed  ^nd  clotted  in  his  gore  1  think  you  hear  the 
whirr  of  the  axe  as  it  severs  that  neck  round  frhit^  yott 
have  so  often  clung !  He  hath  been  both  father  atud  Mother 
to  you ;  she  who  should  have  shared  his  task  died  yt>ttng,  yet 

Jrou  have  never  missed  a  mother's  iove.  Think  ere  it  be  too 
ate !  Oh !  it  will  madden  you  when  you  gaze  on  his  bloody 
hacked  corpse  to  think  that  a  word,  a  single  word,  might  hare 
saved  him !" 

'*I  cannot — ^I  cannot — ^what  must  I  doP"  gasped  Aurora. 
"  Cannot  the  king  content  him  with  my  life  P  1  wiU  gladii 
die  by  any  tormenting  death — but  must  I  die  of  shtune  P" 

"  Beware,  Aurora  Sydney ;  put  no  faith  in  Oharies'^  pro- 
mises !"  said  Lady  Howard,  vehemently.  **  He  hath  deceired 
all  men,  and  broken  all  pledges — ^he  will  dishonour  you  and 
murder  your  father  too  V 

"  'Tis  false !"  exclaimed  Blood.  "  Do  but  consent,  and  in 
an  hour  I  will  bring  you  Mervyn's  pardon ; — promise  only  to 
— ^to  'go  to-morrow  and  present  a  petition  at  Whitehall  for 
your  father's  life,  and  not  alone  shall  it  be  granted  on  the 
mstant,  but  you  are  thenceforth  omnipotent  in  England." 
*  «<  "  Let  him  pardon  my  father  first,  Mervyn  and  I  can  die 
together !"  she  exclaimed,  wildly. 

And  therefore  the  king  will  not  do  so,"  said  Blood. 
What  shall  I  do  P    My  God,  my  Grod !"  shrieked  Aurora. 
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-^iljly  pv^fling  iier  brows.    *'  I  am  maddening !    Would  that 
X  were  mad  as  tbje  veriest  Bedlamite  I" 

"Write  but  two  words — say  you  consent." 

"  Could  I  but  see  my  father — could  I  but  know  that  he  will 
live  at  such  a  price,"  said  she,  distractedly.  **  Oh,  do  but  let 
xaQ  »ejB  him ;  but  he  would  rather  die  a  miUion  million  deaths." 

"Ay,  rather  the  perpetual  death  of  Prometheus!"  said 
Xiady  JSoward. 

"Oh,  countess,  countess,  have  mercv!"  said  Aurora.  "I 
cannot  have  my  father  butchered.  Oh,  he  did  love  me  so  I 
I  must  not,  I  will  not !  If  it  be  a  crime.  Heaven  will  forgive 
it  sooner  than  the  selfish  virtue  which  would  give  them  both 
to  the  block." 

"Live,  then,  a  mark  for  shame  to  point  at  through  all 
ages !"  shouted  the  countess. 

"  It  well  becomes  thee,  thou  pure  wife  and  tender  mother, 
to  threaten  this !"  said  Blood,  with  slow  bitterness. 

"  Tigress !  thou  hast  never  known  what  human  feelings  are, 
or  thou  couldfit  not  1"  said  Aurora,  with  a  sudden  and  strange 
briUiancy  kindling  in  her  eye.  "  If  I  were  but  sure  that  the 
king'  meant  truth  by  me — bring  me  this  pardon,  and  I  will 
consent." 

*'  Jov,  joy !  I  will  soon  bring  you  good  news,  dearest  lady !" 
said  Blood,  as  he  rushed  out  of  the  room. 

In  truth  a  few  hours  only  elapsed  ere  the  colonel  made  his 
reappearanoe,  though  the  rapid  night  of  au  English  November 
wafi  darkening  all  things  as  he  entered  the  mansion.  He 
fofond  Aurora  alone  in  the  same  apartment,  in  almost  the 
same  attitude,  save  that  she  was  now  perfectly  tearless  with 
long  weeping. 

"VietoryT  victory!"  he  exclaimed.  "Here  is  Merryn's 
pardon,  an  order  for  his  release,  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
birth,  dated  oi^y  two  days  forward,  on  that  which  should  be 
his  day.  of  execution !" 

"Can  this  be  true?  Lady  Howard  has  been  out  ever 
since  yoa  left  me,  and  treachery  is  doubtless  at  work,"  said 
Aurora. 

'^  Let  her.da  her  worst !"  exclaimed  Blood ;  "  be  at  Whitehall 
to-morrow  at  noonday,  and  you  are  empress  of  all  England!" 

Aurora  laughed — a  bitter,  wild,  janghng  laugh,  whi<3i  made 
Blood  shudder  and  stare  at  her  with  much  alarm, 

"Nay,  it  is  all  well,  excellently  well,"  she  said,  hurriedly, 
"  but  I  must  needs  lau^h  to  think ;  I  must  save  my  father, 
you  know.  The  king  snail  sign  his  pardon,  ay,  and  set  him 
as  &ee  as  a  wood-tHrush,  ere  he  poisons  my  lips  with  one 
breath  of  his !  yet  he  cannot  think  I  mean  to  play  him  false 


«f  I  put  mf^self  wholly  in  hia  poiw«r,  ek;  Bleadj^  MabbiAI 
not  be  so — unless  death  come  to  the  rescue  P"  ' '  -  • 

'U  is  true,  .ladvl"  r^Ued  Bioo4  ""bat  jiti^^iiE/biTe 
i^edeemed  «iy  «oul,  by  savia^jr  th^^-heir  of^e  nhaa  i|iunf»->-'' 

"  But^  Bk)oid«  I  must  be  (»lm ;  ]«y  bMta  k»pft  wUlis^^ 
•aid  Aurora,  pressing  her  hands.tober- broara*-  '^Sl^l^ttell 
ne  iJaubt  one  Elkaoah,  .a  mediciaiar  ia  tiM^jMti^Wij4^ii)a*iR- > 
ittanrdipus  drug  to  calm  the  nmiing  blood^oC  bmi^ImIJ  Hob 
b  a  phy»iciaa'9  rescript;  get  mti  tUft  dingv  v^'^ik^nptm 
of  meroy !  Here  is  gold  for  him^ — a.  punii — lflfe^  jiaom\  fff 
lumself. '  -     '    •.  f. .     ■  '1  '♦'}».' 

Blood  took  the  ]paper,  and  saw,  with  a  ^ufpia^iailidi  iie 
h$d  sosBbs  diffii^ttlty  in  coocetdiBg,  tliat  it  waa^^ifffeslMl  iD  Im 
old  friend,  the  aldiemist.  He  promised  ohiadiflnot  ,jj>ww wr, 
with  a  readiness  which  might  at  any  other  imi^hafmfinM 
ber  suBpioicms,  but,  in  the  present  perturbed -«Mel.(Of  lier 
mind»  Aurora  tooji:  no  heed.  Dhe  fell  into  a  kiadi  ^f  ..0^flpiae« 
and  stupor  of  grief,  which  Blood  thought  it  best  ^ofik  td  dis- 
turb, and  accordingly  took  his  depatature,  agd.  pyo^ifciiid  im- 
mediaJ^ly  to  Elkimah,  induced  as  well  by  cttsmiibTk jfe^  the 
intense  pain  which  he  felt  in  his  stiU  ^preen  wtiwMl^'  >tiu)  Jer» 
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as  usual,  being  his  mediciner. 

Blood  thcei^ed  his  way  through  the  byQ98t9tecilP:/iRbifihkd 
to  Elkanah's  shop,  and  with  the  familiacify  of  ^Idmrgn^wilwrfi 
entered  the  chemist's  sanctum  unasnamiided*  CCe.twM  wuv 
prised  and  somewhat  startled  to  find  the  old  maa  aqgagedia 
sharpening  the  edge  of  a  bright  daggefiy  tirhilBh  -^cieinM  fut- 
eaed  by  a  spring  to  a  richly *moantea  pistoL  .TlUrinnahiinfto^ 
xxj^  with  an  air  of  ^ilty  oonfiuiion  as  h^.  ]|^aQd;t]it;Ata|^ttd 
looked  at  Blood,  with  the  weapon. quiy^ing  u^^.bki-.htiM,  for 
aome  moments  ere  he  felt  assured  ^o  itl^     .  /.  *i.  <.  - 

''  Wellt  Elkanah,  what  do  you  there  ^"  sajdi^ploodiitefciwr 
the  dagger  in  his  hand,  aad  audd^y  .$tairtluig;M.tf  Jlii^iuuid 
were  stung.  -.  /,.  ,'  nv-  y'uhpJ'.  ' 

I'VBttt'  polishing  this,  quaant  It^H^n  r^fi^i^  itQih  aloydoBg 
oavalier  of  the  Qourt--aQy thing  Smm^m^ll- ^miiAi^ifiolik' 
cary,  confusedly. 

"Then  it  hath. been  8iK)Ieiir0^ak€^fit4ift^'i^<tciiMteiQDV- 
terpart  that  ^11$  was/'  taid  Bl^kKL*  /•'  ']>>  <>  -n^ 'in  1/ :   I  iw*  > 

"  Stolen  I— rwhe»ee  ?**•...       :  {■'  f  k-  :>« »«  ;  H  t<  •  in\i\\  i 

''^From  the.  Tower,"  replied. the  iOoUuaiel^ilsadiiSttffiib^ 
swarthy  couiiteEQ4»ce>gre(^  o^ai^^deii  0«i«jwr.       >'-      ^ 

"  There  hath.bfen<  m>  great  fincoucig^mei^t>td  zobbefiesin 
the  Tower,  coloAel,*'  ke,  replied  twrtly*   •  • 

*'  We  will  npi  <<»wvel  ahoiut  thatjuatter,  Slkanab*"  sep&<i 
Blood.    "  Here-H*-!  have  bought  joia  fud  for  your  finuwe-- 
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^old^  snton^  gold!    Both  the  foal,  Bethel,  bleed  M  freelj  as 
ever  ?" 

"^tiAiailrabj'ke^fs  on  the  Terse  of  bankruptoj  andmalness 
^-^heciii^^rakeftil  beast  i"  replied  E&anah,  with  a  sudden 
bi^lMeia  of.-ettl^masm  oTerspreading  his  *  sallow- fkce. 
*^  And  yet,  cokmei,  wotdd  you  think  it  P  I  am  4>n  the  veir 
'metm9'ioi%h0  gt^t  projection— smile  as  yon  will-^I  str^ar  tis 
tmM  Lkoklmt  one  poor  ttonsand  potinds  to  bny  a  diamond 
o^'anpecitliar  canvt,  and  the  projection  is  complete,  and  I  shail 
livq  fw  ever.    But  what  am  I  to  do  for  l^ese  moidores  F" 

"Give  me  this  drag,"  said  the  colonel,  handing  the  paper 

rcn  hun^y  Aurofa. 

Thb  apottoeoaiy  perused  it  with  an  air  of  indifference,  and 
iJiDcgirdgd  to-rummage  in  a  cabinet  of  carefnUy-locked  drugs 
fbr  tbff  one  m  question. 

'^Jbid^riiomttfeyoiiweaary  of,  colonel?"  he  said  joeosely, 
Mi  IwAiijmsted  his  scales,  "that  you  intend  to  give  them  so 
SeiMf  a  tAnch  of  ea«e  P" 

i«f  iMMttf  P':  i^e^eated  Blood. 
^•«ff  Marr5r;  «ii^you  not  arsenic  a  good  poison,  and  so  refined 
tliBtQDQtiio.in^Mitne  it  weare  death  to  an  ox  P"  said  the  apothecatr. 

"  Is  it  BO  P**  said  Blood,  with  assumed  indifference.  "  Well, 
I  maktwst'^  deadly  a  dust ;  give  me  some  of  your  precious 
aiMd9«m**«8ome  sileepy  essence  that  shall  counterfeit  death, 
or  ait  kaBt  bting  repose  to  the  throbbing  brain  of  madness. 
OaiistAaiF' 

^^Otrtev,^' "replied  the  apothecary.  "  Here  is  a  drug  which 
sbati' maise  a  man  sleep  while  vou  run  a  skewer  down  his 
mairoirw^-ha)  ha)  it  shall  seesn  d.eath  for  good  twelve  hours'*** 
not  loAf  eimgh  to  bury  a  man  alive,  if  such  be  thy  intent  P" 

"  It  will  do^"  Mpiied  Blood.  "  And  now  tent  my  wound, 
!B3iaMh!;'it'rDbws  like  the  undying  worm.  Thy  pharmacy 
iui;lktiitheHo%tit  hiMghten«d  the  smart." 

A  ghastly  smile  overspread  the  Hebrew's  face. 

^  &k)k  mift  tivMl  dxtBt  not  play  me  false,  Jew !"  said  Blood, 
obBerrJAg^diiffWith  a(n!i««Lifdefiaed  suspicion  stealing  into  his 
mind. 

SliEalittii  'giggled  again  by stidrioallyi  aAd  proceeded  to  dress 
the  wound,  the  mou&  of  whieh  vTelled  out  a  dark  green  fluid. 
With  a  man  of  Blood's  impatience  this  wias  soon  performed, 
the  Aead  dar^Adly  iblded,  and  <mi3e  Inore  he  was  in  the  open 
air.  H^  left  the  parcel  at  Aumeite  House,  and  then  resolved 
to  go  to  Newgate,  to  xNeiMeve  Mentvyn  fft>i!i  the  agonising  ap- 
prehensions which  he  conceived  mu^  w^h  upon  his  mind. 

He  knocked,  and  a  turnkey  readily  a&iitted  him ;  but  in 
answw  to  his  request,  he  was  informed  that  the  prisoner  was 

2h 
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iakea  to  the  Tower,  bj  a  warrant  of  ihe  eoojofiilt  ftboiit  an 
hour  before !  Blood  looked  at  the  man  for  some  minolea  in- 
iaxedsaHaoaijt  and  a  yariel^  of  ciroumataiices  mahed-  ki|o  his 
wad,  which  excited  a  strange  aad  diabolical  siupieioft. 

"Eiiow  you  to  what  part  of  the  fortreti  he  was  taken  T 
he  said. 

''  Yes,  very  well,  by  the  same  token  that  it  vraa  jthe  'put- 
Bwrai  ia  whidh  Lord  Anmerie  shot  himself,  ob  I  remsQiBer; 
far  I  was  a  sernng-man  there  once — ^the  Bloody  Tcm^,  Ufe^ 
call  it,"  replied  the  jailer. 

*'  The  Bloody  Tower !"  repeated  the  colonel.  "  Then  I  haw 
no  time  to  lose." 

He  msbed  out  of  the  preoinct»  of  New^ite,  called  a  hack- 
ney^oadi,  and  drove  rapidly  to  the  Tower.  The  gpatoa  were, 
however,  dosed*  the  drawbridge  raised^  and  the  only  i^epir 
whidi  Blood  eonld  get  to  his  earnest  enjbreafcias  to  s^  tfaie 
lientes^ant,  was  an  order  to  come  the  next  morning.  Sheath- 
ing vengeance  and  fury,  Blood  at  last  retired  to  a  neigihbaiuai^ 
aldiouse,  to  ruminate  on  what  was  to  be  feared,  and.  what 
to  be  dcme. 


CHAPTEE  LVn. 

THE  BLOODY  TO  WEE. 

The.  exdtemen't  and  agony  of  hk  trial  once  over,  Merrvr 
relapsed  into  Ihat  state  of  quiet  desperati<m  which,  ia  ujamtlT 
r^narked  in  men  of  his  ardent  chaxacter,  whea  thd  atona  ei 
passifflis  is  over.  He  expected,  the  tidings  of  death  witih  httb 
emotion,  and  it  was  only  when,  his  tlM^hta-  raveriiBd  to 
Aurora,  and  the  deplorable  state  in  which  Ute  would  ba  kfl. 
that  they  regained  the  venom  of  th^  sting.  But  it  was  not 
without  some  surprise  that  he  learned  he  was  tabe  takoi  to 
:&e  Tower,  for  greater  seeurity  till,  tibie  easecutietnt  espeaially  as 
it  was  late  in  me  evening  when  the  order  arrived*  But  k 
was  obeyed  instantly,  and  he  was  taken  in  a  ooadi  to  Sc 
Katharine's  Gate,  wh«:e  he  was  receii^ed  by  the  lietttettant  of 
.the  Tower,  and  escorted  to  hisapaoHan^ntSiwith  great  ei^t^. 

It  was  not  without  some  degt«e  of  mehuA^oly  sar^poiae  that 
Mervyn  found  they  were  leading  him.  up  Hm  atam  of  the 
Bloo^  Tower.  Sir  Joha  proisably  asiderstood  the  expsesston 
of  his  prisoner's  countenance,  as  he  apologized  for  the  intended 
accommodation,  by  alleging  that  he  had  received  ^:pres8  orders. 
which  he  dared  not  disobey,  to  lodge  him.  in  that  partiodUr 
suite. 
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'^  It  mafcfei»  Mttle  idiere  I  lodge  for  tke  remainder  of  my 
Isfer,  8ir' John,**  replied  Mervyn, 

•**I  ism  sorry  to  agree  with  yon,  sir,**  replied  tiie  liewteaajit, 
apparently  pleased  with  his  prisoner's  submls^oA.  ''  I  l^ire 
Ordered  4eiveiT  arrangement  likely  to  diminish  yo\ir  discom- 
forts, as  good  fires  and  good  wine,  and  good  old  Mr.  EdwiiniB 
Ifidll  be  your  senaschal." 

So  saying,  he  motioned  to-  a  very  old  man,  with  loa^  whita? 
bsiir,  and  mnch  bowed  by  years,  who  stood  at  the  t&p  of  the 
stains.  Meryyn  immediately  ifxsopmeA  the  k««pe/of  tiie 
resalia.  The  old  man  bowed  refeeenify,  and  threw  his  torch- 
li^t  forward,  to  light  him  up  the  mnJi^  staixcase; 

Mervyn  soon  fStmd  himis^  in  the  state^diamber,  whose 
gloomy  vastness  was  lighted,  or  rather  darkened,  by  a  single 
lamp.  The  hiffhrbarred  window  fi^K>wed  a  square  patch  of  starry 
sky,  and  fainmy  illumined  the  tapestry  on  the  walls,  and  (TOAS^ 
mg  the  yellow  lamp-light,  gare  a  pecnMariy  ghastly  glare  to 
the  figures'  on  it.  Some  signs  of  comfort,,  however,  redeemed 
the  general  gloom  and  mi^yneffleetof  the  apartment;  a 
table  was  spread  handsomely  wiSi  silver  plate,  a&d  two  or 
three  kinds  of  wine  in  tankards  ;  and  a  bright  wood-fire 
bl^ed  in  the  chimney,  witixout  dissipating  the  musty  smeU 
and  dank  atmosphere  of  the  long-disused  ima^bers. 

Mervyn  walked  up  and  down,  restless  a&  a  panther  first 
turned  into  its  cage,  while  the  other  two  were  busied  in  the 
bedroom,  lighting  another  fire,  and  shaiking  up  the  huge 
coach ;  and  he  marked  with  a  moment's  attention  ihs  riv^ 
vi^w,  visiMe  from  the  bedroom  window,  until  by  degrees  he 
grew  more  calm. 

''  Do  you  remember  me.  Master  Edwards  P^'  he  said, 
observing  that  t^  old  man,  on  his  return  into  the  chamber, 
looked  at  him  itery  eaimestly. 

'*  Marry,  no,  sir/*  replied  Edwards ;  '*  but  it  set^  me  on 
tbinMng,  seeing  how  like  you  look  to  the  great  man  tiliat 
slept  here  last*<^maxiy  a  year  agofite--tthe  great  catholic  eaad, 
Aumerle.** 
'  *^  How  long  ago  i»  it  P'*  said  Mervyn. 

'^A  matter  of  mxme  twentv  yearst,'  if  m^r  old  memory 
tallies,'*  replied  Edwardft.  "Me  murdered  himself  in  that 
bed-^ttough  I  (^diotdd  not  tell  yourhonour  so*— I  could  show 
the  rety  weapon*  Where  is  it,  Andrew  P— Oh,  Master  Chif- 
finch  took  it  away  when  he  was  last  herei  for  his  majesty's 
curiosities." 

"  I  have  seen  the  day  jaa  would  net  hare  allowed  that  the 
earl  did  that  dismal  deed  himself.  Master  Edwards,"  said 
Mervyn,  with  strong  emotion. 

2  H  2 
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".  Indeed!"  eaid  Edwards,  ^ith  ma^  emo9^igUr*^tSt»i 
honour  will  excuse  luy  boldnosa^  hut  I  can'^be^tl^iui^g^cm 
ore  the  man.of  tlie  boy  that  oaane  here  with  jBmdi' Iffte^  be 
tned.to  st&al  the  orown."  »  "  /.        -  i   nit  po  linin* 

"  You  are  light:  I  was  to  hav^  been  <yotur  idafif^iUr-m- 
Iftw,"  said  Merryn,  with  a  xnelandbolysoBk.   :  ,i.<  .\tiV/ 

**  Well,  sir,  you  saved  my  life  then ;  I  would  I  cotiUild^N 
by  jouyanow,"  Yapli^d  the  old  man.  . .  .r.  j,^,  ,t.fil 

T  "  An  angel  eoold  scarce  do  that»*'  said  Merrjwi  4oiJk&g 
XQond  with  »  slight  shudder.  ''Bat  why, -I<iiiwrr«l,}hite 
they  put  me  here  P  were  there  no  other  chambers  ini.wbidi 
to  stow  me*  Edwards*  till  I  BU  my  muTort^  on^^^il  These, 
ohambers  have  a  desolate  aspect ;  but  your  fijcetZfUfeed  j^look 
more  dieerfiil»    Is  it  much  as  the  earl  left  it  P'-  .  <  ^   ) }m 7/ 

"  Scarce  a  ohair  out  of  place,"  said  the  old  mtmi  th^iagb^ 
fully.  "  The  silver  crucifix  is  ^one  indeed,  but.t6«t'is  im 
desk  where  he  sat  writing  the  mght  of  his  death.  - 1  Xbsibed* 
room*  too»  is  just  the  same.  The  velvet  beLongEC^-  tot,him>  I 
think — fly*  indeed,  it  has  his  coronet  uponit-r-po<H^mntimaQr 

"  Do  you  recollect  the  night  of  the  mui^^s^j^^dft^*'  mud 
Ifervyn.  .  ;/   :l»i.noi  \ 

"  Ajt  well  enough,  and  the  beautiful  litUei  hej  tA«li£9awfl 
Duval  brought  to  see  him,"  said  Edwards  i**  am  ij|^i4|iwrt«l 
with  (hat  beaat,  Blood — the  blow!  Oh,  X  eatiiineopUeci 
IhittiQS  a  score  years  a^o,  though!  forfl^et  those  of)yre&^fr^?.'' 
'  "  X  was  that  child,  Edwards,"  said  Mervyn*  jnjEi8(iiig)ia  u  » 
a  deeper  stratum  of  memory.  "  And  it  seems  to (mofA  if  I 
recollected  something  of  a  tall  pale  man,  with  .a  opUe  eeoii- 
tena^ce,.  dressed  in  blaok.  But luud  he  a  buoe^  of  tpi^pies  on 
hif  breast?"  ..  i.  ,..--,»  >  •• 

"A  bunch  of  poppies !"  related  Edwai!ds»  witibi  fau»^^ 
Ipok..  *' When  he  was  dead  it  mightscem'  sa£  i  '\!li!'^>  &)^ 
forg^e  us  all ! — ^yet  blood  that  is  fairly  stedt^fwiS  ^(af^ffdi*" 
continued  the  ■  superstitious  old  man.  " .  But « yond/orti  is  vy 
lord's,  as  cn]lHK>n  in  the  boacdd  to<this  day>asiita9iitittiiiei80Ql 
of  his  murderer !"  •     *  -    .    }»)g«j 

**  Bat  X  at  least  shall  die  oiL^ihe  eoafibld^.iiiL  the  mi^l' 
light-<-find  in  a  gloiriouA  eaive  !"«aid  Meati^nijestrned^yiajter* 
ruptiog  the  garrulous  <^d  man*.    ..   ;  t  <    -      i    .  ('..i<n 

''  We  ajrethe  king's  <)iiheersia;»d  mustofot,  hea|9(|!Pttfff^  to/' 
said  the  old  keeper,-  with,  m  siwil^,  ^*  Btt :  I , h<9ftri  jMjtt  ire  to 
be  haaged*  sir,  and  'its  a  pity,  if  you^ieomc:  of  aifchigoo^ 
blood."  I-  . '         ••..■■•,-". 

"  They  will;  not  evwx  hi  me  die  like  a  gehtli^liii,"  aid 
Meryn,?  bitterly*  ,  .  .     i 

"  Heaven  forbid  i  should  put  such  thoughts  in  jaoxhfiii 
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b^Et'ihlls^ft^'isi^iioiljvh'to  drive  any  man — to  cheat  tbekang- 
in«ci>^'^^'d^^''£}^waf<i9,  si^ficantly.  ''I  was  thinkisg,  too, 
oft  poc^^^lkttdd^Dtvtal,  -who  is  to  swing  to-moirotv  at'Tybiirtii 
for  doin^  on  the  highway  what  honest  men  doiti  their closerfeB/* 
'  ^ "tJitJQlfttido  Iktyil then  taken P"  exclaimed  Metyyn: 
'*  Why,  sir,  hoiras  takem  with  you!"  said  Edwards,  nmdk 

**  Indeed,  indeed !  I  had  forgotten/*  said  Mervyn  mnsincly: 
**  B<&!t'>Jwhftt*«'  tl^is  you  say  about  murders  P — No  matter. 
"Wtoit  »1#  cwdfer  'these  covers  P  Come,  yoU  shall  stay  and  su^ 
trHh-TOgi'l" '■'•••!'■'     •       ' 

'  ^jl'haiifti 'Orders  to  attend  you,  sir,  ow'  account  of  ih6 
kin*etii 'ft  aiid'Bdwards,  quite  seriously. 

"  Well,  there  is  enough  for  us  all,"  said  Merrfii.  "  I  anl 
a'go^d't^pQ^i^cto,  or  deAthwiU  soon  make  me  one;  so  remove 
the  dov^rsy- gefnilemeii,  and  draw  chairs." 

'  Silwards  d^lined,  however,  in  the  most  positive  terms, 
sllldgUg^it  H^eA  against  all  regulations ;  but  he^at  down  at  the 
prii^iiet^^ieiimeBt  request,  and  the  warders  stood  behind  his 
dbakr '^Md  }iirat0.    • 

At  length  M ervyn  was  left  alone,  and  he  listened  witli  a 
b^tt^^^Kh^i^  tO'^ihe  doors  swinging  on  their  hinges',  and  the 
Iwdti^^pliilig  tfi^to  theit  "sotkets.  Albeit  seated  at  a  cheerful  fire; 
wi^<a>tluikard^  of>'daret  at  hand,  his  meditations  w«re  not 
Iik^l^'l^.df  an  exhilarating  character.    A  prisoner,  under 
sentenec^of  d«ath,  it  seemed  as  if  he  coxdd  now  take  a  survey 
of  tii^evetita'  of  his  life,  and  pass  sentence  with  the^  iiii;pto- 
titlity  of  an  hiistorian.,    Ee«ollection  called  up  recoHeotion; 
atidf'tfi»!tf><in<<a  {MHorama,  <^e  scenes  of  his^hortbtit  evenlAii 
career  passed  in  review  before  his  imagination.    He  tiiotiglii 
of^ib&a^  l^iWa^i'imd  contrasted  it  pamftiUy  with  all  th4t  he 
liaiglitihwfe  b^efl  I'^'  Butibr  the  crimes  of  a  few  iiidividuaisi 
IxoWhs^ffilylb^'nA^t  havis  lived  t    T^rom  his  cradle prospeftty- 
w<mldihicvoiw^t)^^upon  hiitt,  distinction  courted  hhn;  hcttour 
n^wai^ihiil^^  e^rt.    The^s^uisite  being  whom  kis  sislil 
worshipped,  even  in  its  desolation,  would  have 'foe€tti  his, 
attylABtwl  i^  ^Uijdyirikits  of  Wealthy  aiid  power,  and  grandeur. 
Th^iatbtio»<t]Wfir'terrido^iTtrftst.    -ffld  seomed  youth,  his  dan- 
gerous manhood,  his  lost  love,  hii^i^trtoadbing  death  of  terri- 
ble >iid0i^/'a|id'8till<Mdr«'t)Bm%le'<igt!^^        It*  waft  the  first 
timelie^Mid  ifiMig^id'D^ath  in  hte  full i^and  'ghastly  actuality  ; 
hiihieTtfy  he  had*  wought/of  it  Oliiiv  ^  ^e  distanee,  ad  a  chance 
that  might  happen — ^a  sudden  and  a  glorious  blow.    But  to  be 
hanged^  thiWl^d,  stifibcated^th^  i&a'wfts  too  horrible ! 

He  felt  his  neck,  he  pressed  it,  he  tried  to  imagihe  the  seri- 
sation^itwafr  agonizing.  H^recolledtedG^odfrey**  death-look, 
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and  from  murder  to  mtirder,  he  bethought  iiim  of  ltJfi-ftiitlier'8 
ctismftl  end  in  thatTery  chamber.  Then  he  r^ason^Nf^hether 
or  not  it  was  a  saicide ;  he  i^})ped  hk  cktret  ddibeuBft^r^nd 
weighed  the  motives  which  might  hare  determined  hk^i&er 
to  the  act.-  Somehow  or  another,  all  these  «rgni&e»t^  *ft8  he 
shaped  them,  seemed  to  have  equal  inteilBtty  wiik  reg&rd  fo 
himself.  He  asked  himself,  why  should  a  man  fear  td^antift- 
pate  his  doom  by  a  few  short  hours  ? — ^but  then  was  it  not  a 
crime  P  Certainly  not  IBce  diat  of  ft  misai  who  has  hisr^iroiitioa 
in  full  play.  Then  he  thought  that  Aurora  would  knbw  th» 
he  had  died  by  the  hangman — and  he  looked  around,  not « 
one  who  has  formed  a  resolution,  but  as  one  who  seek^  reasons 
to  form  it. 

He  looked  at  the  fire  burninff  dully  down  into  it$  white 
ashes — ^but  humanity  shrunk  ba^  appalled  froan  the  terriUe 
idea  which  crossed  him,  that  death  lurked  even  in  thoee 
glowing  embers.  Then  his  eye  fell  musingly  on  1^  huge 
iron  bars  of  the  window,  and  ne  recollected  to  hdrre  heard  of 
a  man  who  hung  himself  in  Newgate  at  u  sianikr  plaee*^^ 
that  was  only  to  escape  standing  in  the  pillory.  But  dgais 
the  ghaistly  mce  of  Godfrey  seemed  to  glare  «t  hhn;  «aa  he 
tried  to  recollect  some  other  mode  of  suicide  leens  terfihle. 
StUl  it  was  all  vague — ^merely  speculation. 

He  now  thought  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  and  of  the  weapon 
he  used'—'but  there  was  none  such  at  hand  ;  and  then  his 
thoughts  reverted  to  his  unhappy  father.  It  chaaoed  Ihat  the 
moomight  streamed  at  the  moment  th»>ugh  the  barred  wis- 
dow  on  the  desk,  and  by  some  wonderfiil  &eak  of  assoeiatioD. 
the  whole  scene  arose  almost  palpably  to  the  eye  ctf  seitfe. 
He  distinctly  remembered  &e  ifeatures  and  dreser  of  his 
father,  his  jewels  of  the  garter,  has  fine  eyes,  the  meliaachoh 
sweetness  of  his  smile.  He  sat  for  some  t^e  lost  in  tb& 
reverie,  and  a  superstitious  ague  began  to  Ci^&ep  over  him. 
His  hair  hung  heavy  with  drops  of  agitation ;  in  vain  he 
sipped  the  wine,  stirred  the  fire,  and  endeavoured  to  reasan 
on  the  foUy  of  his  feaars.  Why  should  he  dretid  a  sfpmts  d 
being  which  he  was  soon  to  pass  into  hoanself  P  Was  net  he, 
too,  a  spirit,  of  an  immortal  essence,  though  eased  in  matenal 
clay?    Then  he  fell  to  reascmingon  death. 

What  was  it,  this  death?  Was  it  a  sleep?  me»ely*e 
absence,  not  ihe  privation,  of  all  the  powers  an^  senses  mkd 
life  P  What  kind  of  passage  must  the  thinhang  particle  pass 
through,  whatever  it  may  be,  ere  it  "stood  naked  of  its  day! 
The  brain,  the  eyes,  burstmg  in  sul^>cation — wicat  then  sae- 
eeeded  P  Again  he  held  his  neck  tiU  his  eyes  filled  iritli 
sparks,  and  the  veins  of  his  head  panted ;  in3en5ibilify  hhbi 
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fiOQEi  iensue  if  tke  sensatioa  liad  been  continxied :  what  then? 
Would  the  thialdiiff  atom  surviTe  that  crush  and  inundation 
of  agolii^i  or  wonld  it  become  a^ain  the  nothing  that- it  was  F 

A' thousand  different  specuktions  which  he  had  heard  in 
the  eouTBe  of  his  diversLfied  career,  now  occurred  to  him.  The 
subtieties  of  the  schools ;  the  acute  logical,  yet  tmcooivincing 
theology  of  the  Jesuits ;  the  lively  atheism  of  the  courtiers 
©f  Chaafles  11* — «!!  seemed  to  lose  power  and  meaning  in  tiie 
actual  presence  of  the  great  (Edipus — ^Death.  But  could  he 
I20t  put  the  great  question  now,  and  force  an  answer  P  And 
tihezL  so  strangely  did  imagination  work,  he  fdmost  envied  his 
&ther,  his  dagger — ^pistol — so  rapid  and  so  sure.  He  endea- 
voured to  shape  out  the  earl's  tragedy,  and  followed  him  step 
by  step,  bv  a  train  of  almost  maniematical  deductions,  in  the 
work  of  blood  and  death.  Suddenly  he  felt  an  irresistible 
desire  to  go  into  the  bed-chamber  where  he  had  breathed  his 
lasti  He  took  the  light  and  walked  towards  the  door,  but  as 
lie  approached  its  threshold,  a  slight  sound,  it  may  be  an 
imagmary  one,  caused  him  to  look  shudderingly  back,  and 
bis  eye  fell  upon  a  large  mirror  opposite,  and  so  ghastly  pale, 
and  £ke  what  he  remembered  of  the  earl,  was  his  own  imase 
there,  that  he  stood  for  a  moment  horror-struck,  as  if  he 
beheld  a  phantom.  Then  he  smiled  dismally  at  his  own 
terrocs,  and  aftier  hesitating  another  moment  at  the  fatal  door, 
entered. 

The  appearance  of  the  bedchamber  was  not  such  as  to 
di^el  the  visions  which  haunted  him.  A  low  fire  burned  in 
the  huge  chimney,  and  shed  a  dark  glare  on  the  red  dama^ 
ourtauua,  the  faded  tapestry,  and  naked  floor.  He  placed  the 
candle  down,  and  seated  himself  in  an  arm-chair  near  the 
£re,  that  he  might  dehberately  comprehend  his  own  feelings 
in  regard  to  his  actual  situation.  A  vague  idea  of  escape 
suddenly  crossed  his  mind  as  he  looked  at  the  vast  chimney ; 
he  glanced  up ;  there  was  a  hole  scarcely  wider  than  a  quart 
botOe  in  the  vast  stones  of  the  masonry.  His  eye  reverted 
in  despair,  and  fell  upon  a  broad  stain  m  the  floor,  and  as  if 
£ak»)inated,  he  followed  its  least  meander,  to  a  distance  of 
several  yards  from  the  bed-  "  Oh,  my  father,  my  father  !'* 
be  exclaimed  aloud,  "  thou  who  didst  prefer  deai^  to  dishonour 
— shall  the  last  of  thine  ancient  blood  die  by  the  hangman  P" 

As  he  spoke,  his  gaze  was  attracted  bv  the  gHtter  of  a 
silver  taff  which,  according  to  the  fashion  at  the  day,  fastened 
bis  doublet,  and  the  thought  occurred  to  him  that  by  its  instru- 
laentahty  he  might  baffle  the  vengeance  of  the  tyrant — ^that, 
like  the  victims  of  the  Boman  Nero,  he  might  open  his  veins 
and  quietly  bleed  to  death.    This  idea  fascinated  him,  and 
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his  rcsolre  tr^ls  instantlj  inat^iFed.  M^  to^vi 
stLTe  ill  the  bought  that  he  wot^  go  ,t0  fii»  Vvf^si 
his  unhappy  father  hadperished^  and  ih«NB^  Mke^l ' 
fangs  of  hid  enemies.  He  arose, 'took>th«f1^fc 
ana  havin?  ascertained  that  the  point  readily  «pMiT><irti1iifiiliiii 
of  his  hand,  he  went  towards  the  bed.  *  Bafc  BrndAidaAjtmAam 
mot  his  eye— whether  the  o^^priikg  of  ^S^Moiakfkaiejj^i  kemue 
of  those  ine^licable  and  tremendous  phencnaatuttdiidi  ooss 
our  mysterious  being,  and  are  incapaoie  of'  a^*9atiatiabidku 
tioii  while  the  secrets  of  death  remain  sTM^fe^hvA^iStm^atmpd 
hk  father,  exactly  as  he  had  last  seen  htM,  suTe' Jop^jgmlr 
wound  in  his  lefb  side,  stood  there,  belbi^ld^l  *iMm-f^ 
was  the  same  as  he  had  seen  it  in  Me^^blabk  r^vsetf^tkanf 
with  jet  ornaments — ^but  his  fa«e  was  of  the  «$/M;^p9Aasemd 
the  tomb,  and  a  mournful  tenderness  8eemed^ixi.«tniggl&«tk 
the  rigidity  of  death.  ^r.r 

The  fiffure  stood  perfectly  motionless  hi  tmrr  n  TWiiwfii  iimj 
the  couch,  and  as  tiie  prisoner  gazed,  his  hidr^VMeMfpi^t 
on  his  head,  his  teeth  clenched,  and  his  whole  f 
paralyzed.  In  a  few  moments  the  figure  gnefW-i 
finally  waved  into  air.  He  seemed  5ien  to 
and  life,  and  staggered  back  to  his  chair.  .17.     .'^,\ 

A  few  momente  rally  persuaded  hinSi  tha;!  whtti;>lie3Biddeai 
was  merely  an  illusion  of  his  excited  oi^a^s,  and  iheadi  mriM 
longing  after  death  again  assailed  himv  like  thtl  mhmiknaga 
feel  to  leap  when  gazing  down  a  precipice^  SB^wOMeMgDA, 
and  looked  towards  the  couch  which  he  'destinedribrtiwt  of 
his  eternal  rest ;  but  the  form  was  there  agasn^-distiAot^'cfaBr 
-^andthis  time  waving  its  hand  edrnestly  i^wv^rln'Mertyns 
resolve  once  more  faded,  and  terror  rdnde^*taim  jHotiookss; 
the  tag  dropped  from  his  hand,  the  i^Mim  iMMoaed -ionvhiii 
round,  a  million  lights  danced  in  hii»  eyeayandihefaiinkibsen' 
sible  on  the  floor.  '    '    '  i..  i   -.uil  . 

When  he  awoke  from  his  trance,  hifrt^radaw^med-dnntiMr 
with  the  keenest  darts  of  pain,  and  he  had  seareeily  afeieiifivb 
to  lift  himself  up.  He  sat  down'  iU'  his  diadr  it^  ^  dzeifecEy 
conviction  that  ne  was  maddening,  Imt  thobopeasiddeBie 
of  self-murder  had  vanished.  He  f^  thfl(>  if  he  oouid'weep 
it  would  be  an  unspeakable  relief,  bat  not/a'dropfx'aine'to  Jib 
burning  lids.  He  endeavoured  to  prsty,' butihe  oonldnot, 
His  ideas  rushed  with  marvellcms  ksmaniJoitk  one  orer  the 
other ;  his  lamp  was  fast  ednkiug  in  the  socket,  anld  it  soeincd 
as  if  his  mind  would  shiiLk  with  it;  He*  bathed'  hi»  oafched 
lips  with  a  little  wine,  and  strove  to '  redolket  wiere>  lie  was. 
and  what  had  happened ;  but  it  was  in  vain.  A  deep^kaigaor 
began  to  oppress  him,  but  the  only  distinct  idea  waioh  now 
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aeii^  indefinite  hon^or  of  the  bed.  He  rjemained* . 
tlMWiHllM'tv><fwbwr»  it»  firta,  in  the  ami-chair^  and  fell  iiitp  a  kiad 
of  jMC— uBiona  .do*e^ 

Jok'iMWi^insg^t  have  piloted  ihus,  when  he  became  awai:e 
c^  Aj^flligiitr  «radi[ling  8<^und.  in  his  ear,  and  atarting.  with  a 
sonolaM  <ii£  nmTecsal  cold,  he  looked  around.  The  £re  had 
bmiMid  inio'.fed.embeir^ ;  and  though  his  own  figure  wa3  lost 
isk-ihd  l&kdk  ahiMlDW  of  the  sihimney,  the  rest  of  Uie  room  was 
faiilti^  iQiuiiiiied  by  a.  red  reflection  from  the  ^rate.  Ho  saw, , 
hewn ^besitan. he-«iw>-the  tapestry £^nre of  JQiasuerus  waver 
onimtiisoAaTit  stirred  with  more  violence,  and  the  tapestry 
shotted  ixit }  ttoi  a  head  appeared  at  the  Wtom — the  thick 
nfUHbtod  lodn  aad  beard  oi  a  man  level  with  the  floor ;  it 
panaerii  ior  ajnoiaent,  and  then  the  face  turned  up  as  if  to 
Iifitai«  iXhe  glare  of  iitxe  embers  fell  full  uppn  it;  and  in  the. 
swarthy  countenance  and  basilisk  eyes  of  that  head,  Mervyn 
ndonuaod  ;ttie  features  of  Elkanah,  the  alchemist. 

i{£e.|toW'4K>noUbded:  that  he  was  delirious,  though  he  mar*- 
vidlfidmt  Staving  reason  enough  to  know  it,  and  looked  on 
BsAef  witha dreadful  curiosity  as  to  what  frightful  phantas- 
iiaateidb*uiuigiii»tion  was  about  to  present,  Sian  any  other 
feeling.  A  figure  followed  the  head^  sliding  out  like  a  ser-. 
yewA,  mS.  ocoofiionally  pausing  to  listen,  until  it  lay  at  full- 
jfaBD^|^ifiii<  iht  ifloor,  then  gradually  it  rabed  itself  upright, 
andtBABOifid  to  wipe  the  dust  from  its  face  and  eyes,  shaking 
baokiitfttffaaggv  hair. 

Mervjs  looked  on  with  what  one  might  almost  call  philo- 
aoplacal  eusiosity*  to  see  what  his  imagination  would  do  with 
this  extMordioar^jr  phasstem,  having  evoked  it.  It  proceeded 
inidl. its- moveiBaents. apparently  with  breathless  caution,  and 
thob^  eohvineed  that  all  he .  saw  was  an  illusion,  Mervyn 
shmcrapil^^attlieiexpresaiQn  of  that  diabolical  countenance. 
The  figure  fumbled  in  its  upper  garments,  and  drew  out  a 
dsgg«i>*r-^^«  dftgger-^his  father's  dogger.  He  marvelled  at 
tbQ.floi]ifcidBi)Qea  of  jtiia  disordered  uincy,  and  remained  ab- 
8orbed'in<watchiDg  the  illusien. 

it  Hatenedjafid  as  if>  satisfied  with  hearing  no  sound,  moved 
towards  the  ixed  on^itipioe,,  paused  a  brief  .moment,  drew  the 
curtains  alightli^. back,  aa^i  raided  its  arm  as  if  to  strike  where 
itS'Speotator  slu>iild  have  laiji.  But  suddenly  that  arm  was 
arrested  by  «no^srt^aiiand  whiph  seemed  to  strike  it  with 
paralysis.  The  apothecaty  uttered  a  slight  shriek,  and  turned 
tus  horror-struck  countenanee  I  The  fire  hghted  with  a  sudden 
^ow  that  .silent  and  terrific  groi^p — it  was  Blood  and  Elkanah. 

Hervyn  smiled  at  these,  stnmge  phantasmagoria  of  his 
imagination;  he  thought  that  he  could  dismiss  the  whole 
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vision  by  aa  efEott,  but  be  wotdd  not  make  it ;  it^iuaosod  bim 
like  a  vnld  dream,  and  be  almost  buigbed  at  ihe  spafinaodic 
workings  of  Elkanab's  face ;  but  bis  direrwlon  cbanged  iK>'tbe 
most  dreadful  sensation  of  borror  wben  be  beacdbispliaiiteBis 
speak  in  buman  tones ! 

"  Husb,  on  tby  bfe,  tbou  Jewisb  devil !  a  word,  aad  I  eniab 
tbee,"  said  Blood,  in  an  awful  under-tone. 

"  Colonel  Blood  1  is  it  indeed  youP"  gasped  tbe  afiGrigbted 
wretcb. 

''  Look  on  me— tbou  bast  some  cause  to  know  me,'*  sej^ed 
Blood. 

'*  Hist !  wake  bim  not,  and  botb  our  fortunes  ere  made,'' 
said  Elkanab,  in  a  low,  crawling  tone.  "  I  Till  share  yid  yon. 
Blood,  like  a  brother !  Serve  bim  as  you  served  bi«  &tber. 
and  ve  vill  divide  tbe  spoil :  it  viU  maJce  us  both  for  ever-- 
tree  tousand  pounds,  Blood !" 

''  Give  me  tbe  dagger !"  said  Blood,  cjuietfy  disarmiiig  him. 
*'  Stand  there !  if  thou  but  move  a  baur's  breadth,  tJus  sted 
is  buried  in  thy  heart." 

The  apothecary  cowered  abjectly  down,  and  Blood  aooved 
towards  the  bed ;  but  he  stood  as  if  irresolute,  and  znutttwed, 
''  I  cannot,  I  dare  not  look  at  bim  there  I  Ho,  Mavjs, 
Master  Mervyn!"  • 

Mervyn  could  not  but  think  that  bis  fevered  ima^rimttioii 
was  playing  bim  false,  and  repeating  the  dire  phaaes  ■<k  bis 
father's  murder ;  but  the  illusion  began  to  grow  too  ternfic. 
He  resolved  to  break  it,  by  palpably  convineing  >ii™^f  of 
the  non-existence  of  tbe  spectre  beiore  bim ;  be  areeei  but 
with  such  a 'strong  air  of  likeness  and  existence  didthewlMde 
group  strike  bim,  that  be  involuntarily  exclaimed,  "Blood  V 

G^ie  colonel  glared  round,  and  a  beam  of  fireli|[bt  filing  an 
tbe  prisoner's  form,  beseemed  asif  thimder8truck,8taffg«reda 
few  paces  back,  and  fell  against  the  wall,  with  a  shoi^  which 
struck  on  Mervyn  the  fuH  conviction  that  it  was  a  ma^enal 
substance.  His  first  effort  was  to  spring  at  the  dfigger ;  bis 
next  to  rush  to  tbe  fire,  and  attempt  by  stirricig  the  embas 
to  obtain  some  light.  He  then  faced  his  enemaes,  batSUomah 
and  Blood  were  both  gazing  at  him  in  an  agoay  of  fear,  the 
latter  half  raised  on  his  elbow. 

'*  Colonel  Blood,  do  you  not  know  ma  F"  he  said,  at  length, 
in  tones  which,  without  intending  it,  were  really  awfu  in 
depth  and  horror. 

"  Mercy,  mercy,  Aumerle  !**  groaned  Blood.  "  Mercy,  my 
lord !  I  slew  thee,  but  take  not  my  soul  to  everlastinf  &cesl 
I  would  have  saved  your  son — I  -mU  save  him*^aaythiiig  to 
remove  thy  never-ceasing  wrath  I" 
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"  If  y(rtl  vrt)uld  save  the  son  of  Atunerle,  I  am  he !"  replied 
Mertyu.    **  Boat  thou  not  know  me,  murderer  P" 

^'  Is  it  thou,  in  thy  bodily  form ;  thou,  Mervym  f "  ex- 
•elaukied  he,  shuddering  eonvu&vely. 
"  It  is  I — Mervyn  of  Aumerle." 

*"  I  come  to  save  you  at  the  risk  of  my  life,"  said  Blood, 
leaping  briskly  up.  "  Come,  come !  there  is  no  time  to  be 
Ifo&t ;  ^discoivered,  life  is  the  least  thing  lost.  Where  is  the 
Jew  assassin  P" 

^<  If  you  mean  me,  I  am  here,"  said  Elkanah,  with  a  look  of 
fiendish  hate.  "  But  beware  how  you  hurt  but  a  hair  of  my 
liead  I  At  my  Lady  Howard's  command  I  have  poisoned 
;tfowr  wotmd.  I  alone  possess  the  antidote-^I  alone  can  save 
you  from  the  most  horrible  death,  a  slow  and  living  rot ! 
!Now  kill  me,  if  you  dare !" 

"  I  did  dream  as  much,"  said  Blood,  wildly ;  "  but  if  thou 
liast  poisoned  my  wound,  I  know  this  much  of  surgery,  'tis 
too  far  gone  to  be  cured :  but  I  reserve  thee  for  a  w<»thier 
fate  than  my  dagger.     "  Hast  any  arms  P" 

Tbib  fire  now  hlazed  brightly  up,  and  by  its  li^ht  Blood 
doaa^t^ed  the  villain,  but  he  &und  no  weapon.  He  ^en  lifted 
ihe  tapestry,  and  Mervyn  saw  with  amazement  a  square  hole 
about  two  feet  high,  which  seemed  formed  by  the  displacing 
of  one  of  the  huge  stones  in  the  wall.  "  Enter  there,  Mervyn ! 
— fear -nothing,"  he  said.  **  It  is  a  secret  passage  contrived 
in  l^e  thickness  of  the  wall,  and  leads  to  liberty.  Elkanah, 
follow— I  will.be  last." 

Mervyn  hesitated — a  dreadful  idea  crossed  his  mind  that 
the  whole  was  but  a  delusion  got  up  to  entice  him  to  some 
secret  slaughter-house ;  but  could  they  not  as  easily  take 
tMdier  his  dead  carcase  P  He  entered  after  an  instant's  hesi- 
tation, and  the  look  which  he  gave  Blood  as  he  did  so,  told 
him  that  the  great  secret  was  discovered,  and  Lord  Aumerle's 
murder  no  longer  a  suicide. 

He  groped  his  way  into  the  dark  hole  on  all  fours,  for  it 
wi^  -not  nieh  enough  to  admit  of  any  other  posture ;  the 
apothecary  folkywed,  and  then  Blood.  Mervyn  neard  a  loud 
crashing  noise  follow,  and  Blood  called  out  that  he  had  closed 
the  sprmg  marvellously  well,  and  then  he  laughed.  There 
was  now  not  a  gleam  of  light,  but  utter,  almost  palpable 
darkness ;  tiie  passage  was  so  narrow  that  Mervyn  could 
hardly  force  himself  Song,  and  the  air  was  so  thick  and  dusty 
that  it  almost  stifled  him.  He  groped  his  way  slons,  how- 
ever, and  his  knowledge  that  vhe  old  poisoner  was  ck>se  be- 
hind, p^haps  with  a  weapon,  gave  him  the  serpent's  strength 
to  crawl. 
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'  It  was  a  terriiio  paaaa(^e,  and  would  hare  ^bi^efi'tt^^^ 
to  all. but  resolution  of  the  most  extraordinary  de8< 
It  was  pipobably  contrived  in  the  Origintil  ArcMt 
seemed  inapossible  to  have  been  made'at  fttil^ 
period,  so  massive  were  the  stones  of  that  tilfi^^^Mj,,so 
eurioufi^y  welded  together.  Nan<ow  p  it'  w*&,  •tc^']kK|r¥rn's 
horror  me  way  seemed  to  growtthrt(yvr€ft;'tik^i;4X)^^^ 
Blood's  voiee  w«is  in  his  ears,  it  i^ooztdedlike.i^'ireet  muiiftf^liea 
it  called  to  him  that  all  was  right.^  At  last,  thokgfjrlt^Sl&ie^^ 
the  height  of  th6  pMsage  seemed  to  dimiidsH,^til  ^iovmng 
as  he  did  perfectly  flat,  Mervy d  eould  irtrikc  hiW  IteAd'^J^ains: 
the  roofing  with  scarcely  huing  it.  His  lungs^-^^tSl  for 
want  of  air,  and  the  horrors  of  suffoeatioh  :^eeiiieti*t<;>''8iH^ten 
him ;  at  the  same  time  he  Was  assailed  by"  Hie  Hi^dw  idea 
that  his  companions  wotdd  retreatj  aiid  Jeave  hiiii  <8)^^em 
tiie  unfathomable  horrors  of  a  hving  toiQb !  '  Fcjjr^tl  iSiiftnent 
he  thought  of  foroing  his  way  back,  but  the  itoTa#flesS  of 
l^e  space  prohibited  all  idea  of  the  sort.  .;     ''        ' 

His  eyes  and  mouth  were  now  c&oked  iu'dii^t^'lAild  he 
called  to  Blood  that  he  was  suflbcatiliig  t  in  tealif;r%t^''^as 
rapidly  yielding  to  the  horror  of  his  situation,  ^udi  W^daituki 
deprivation  of  his  faculties  in  such  a  situatidil'^iHfe'Hjtfirf?^^ 
to  giving'  himself  up  to  death.  But  Blood  dWiof^^efitei 
to  hear  him,  and  making  a  last  effort,  he  pttsE^STtorwari 
a  few  feet,  and  felt  with  ecstatic  joy  ihat^tfierd' ifa^'^tid- 
denly  space  above  his  head.  The  pa'srsage  w^aa*  i](o#*  both 
wider  and  higher,  but  it  seemed  to  Mervyn  as  iT  tfcey  irere 
hastening  down  an  inclined  plaue.  The  height  of  tos^m- 
sage  gr<iSually  increased,  though  the  wieKh  lia^'^lcJiMiftnorp 
than  that  of  a  bulky  man,  and  at  last  Mervyn  "ibmdi  tliat 
hte  'eould  Ifaise  his  aching  backbone.  iM'i^J^^  «a6rfe"^ep3 
he  eould  stand  upright,  but  Blood  i6sutwi^Wiii5=^t  -tW^'Jw- 
mature  to  do  so,  though  they  were  near-  thfefir'N^Sf;  ^'fil  fyi, 
he  Was  forced  to  go  again  on  l]^liahd»'tiin'd'f<^,^kti[A%mIIj 
ramp  on  the  eartn,  drawing  himself  painfully  Wtd^%]^  * 
wounded  eel.  But  he  noW  begaiitofett-A'«J&»,'lnN*iy5^^^ 
which  encouraged  him,  ahd-  wOnderfidly  ^feVived  tfis^eiftftmjrtW 
spirits.  ■    ;  -•-  \-"  "   '  •'"   '"  --''^^  ■•'^^'      '^' '  ■^' 

Suddenly  he  perceived  a  dull  blue  light,  likii 'thEt*«iC  Qie 
top  of  a  chimney,  and  straining  every  nen'e,  in  a  few  moments 
he  had  forced  liis  body  out  afc  a  narrow  aperture,  and  found 
himself  in  great  darltness,  but  with  plenty  of  room  to  move 
about. 

He  was  joined  immediately  by  a  figure  which  he  took  to  be 
the  apothecary,  but  he  instantly  knew  it  was  Blood,  by  the 
voice.    He  inquired  where  Elkanah  was.    Mervyn  replied 
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t]3ia.|i.i^Jf^^.,i>,ot,  and  BIqo4  stood  appjirentlyp^^led  for  a 

.   *J^hj^y;Ti\mxi.l* ,  he  said,  hi  a  HoUqw  tone*    "  Hq,  Elkanaiii 
inok^.hMt^  Dack-rr-fate.  mvea  thee  one  more  chance  for  t];ky 

TK^ffe.J"  .  ;     .■     ,'   :  ■  ■  .     ,    :     ,'. 

.  ^^Rfe^/^^  ^,  reply,  but'. ^^mtingsonndvras  teftrd,, and 

iJ^a^jL9,,-^h^^,,^ey  ^d^ni^e .their  exit  clos^  witji  ax^asr 

aiyf^  §tQne,  as, if  )f)j,9&me.  naighty  spring  §et  /^i  work»  so  th«$ 

t^^j^^y^eeiaed  whole  and  perfe<?t as  ever* 

.  "  ii^Q,  yoi?.  ^ear  that  ?,"  said  Blood,  in  an  awe-^stmck  tone.- 

*rp6or,wretahl.:he  knows  not  that  the  spring  .will  not  open 

fi:om;tiein8ide,"      _  :  .    .  r 

.*^  &iath  retoned  to  gire  the  alarm,'*  said  Mjdrvvju, , 

"  Haih  i^:?"  «aid  Blood,  with  a  bitter  laugh.  "  They  will 
li-eair -JiiQL  at; the  day  of  judgment,  then.  Sut  his  fate's  of 
lai^.Awp,  ea;:Yi|ig.  Me  must  do  as  well  as  he  can^r- iiad  so 
TXiust  .Wft* .  He  is  ther^  with  his  great  secret  of  endless  life,! 
and,  I  trow  me,  will  be  immortal  to-morrow.  We  are  on 
tl^  ft?p8  of  the  Traitor's .  Gate-r-hear  you.  not  tie  roar  of 
-the^nipfkti^  Some  dozen  step  are  here,  and  at  the  bottota 
ig  %}^(^w,fii>e^  I  when  you  feel  well  your  feet,  plui^e  deeply 
ib^^^th  tbp^kes  of  the  gate,  and  follow  the  cut." 

f  !01po4  l^im^elf  set  the  example  by  running  down  and  plung- 
ing,f^.^i^rfryniu)h^^tatingly^f^^  the  example,  and  after 

a  dee^ .  dive  in  the  muddy  water,  found  himself  outside  lite 
gat^r.  uv<  the  moat,  shone  on  by  as  lovely  a  moon  as  ever 
vel^med  man  to  liberty.  Blood  led  the  way  to  the  op^po^ 
«ite  bank,  and  they  scrambled  out  just  unaer  the  thick 
-shadow  of  the.  ^estnuts,  which  in  those  days  was  called  the 
Xadiea' Walk,    ...  ,        . 

"  You^i^re  s^fe  now  if  you  can.  keep  yourself  jperdtie  for  a 
few.liQui^s,"  'Soid  Blood*  ticiumphiBmtly,  "  Give  me  your  hand 
*— say  3f9u  forgive  we  !'■    . 

'^Iciumot-T-yourjhand  is  red  with  my  father's  blood  i"  xe* 

:plied  Meyvyn-  ,  ' 

"PoP^7*-*mp^2ness  to>cha£fjer  now. ;  but  I  must  not  leave  my . 
work.xuE^^  done  t.  come  with  m^  and  resume  your  canonicals. 
Follow  me !"  and  JBlood  led  the  way  to  a  miserable  pot-house 
nenptJue^yp^weri     i.  -  •' n.  .:  •■ . 


■.'.•.  1. .     .. 
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CHAPTER  LVin. 

CLAUDE   DUVAL's  LAST   RIDE. 

HATiNa  washed  himself,  and  put  on  the  disgniM  irbicli 
Blood  had  piovided,  Menryn  begad  to  mxninate  oa  hm  ^lettv 
ordiniuy  escsape^  and  on  what  was  neeessary  to  perfbbtii  fie 
was  interrapted  by  Blood,  who  came  in  lookmg  §hnsAj  ptie 
m  the  dawnmg  light. 

"That  Tillam  spoke  troth  1"  he  said,  panfeingly.  '"Hie 
angoish  of  my  wound  passes  all  belief;  1  am  on  iirein  my 
vitels.  For  Gtod's  pity,  Mervyn,  assist  me  to  crawl  to  sit 
old  burrow  in  Alsatia,  to  die.  It  is  revenge  enough  ft^t^ 
to  hare  iniSieted  the  blow  whereof  I  leel  I  snail  not  lunre  long 
to  complain/' 

Mervyn  looked  at  the  wan  and  miserable  oocmteBaiiM  of 
the  strong  man,  whom  in  former  days  he  had  seen  in  all  tb 
insolence  of  strenct^ ;  and  he  could  scarce  forbear  ooBtptt* 
aionating  the  woeml  figure  which  he  now  presented--*«tear8  of 
anguish  running  down  his  cheeks.  He  assented  by  sikaef 
rawer  tham  woms,  and  they  walked  forth  togetiteiT  on  » 
lorely  a  morning  as  ever  broke. 

Early  as  it  was,  the  streets  seensed  in  a  state  of  fRit 
bustle  and  movement.  The^  could  not  divine  the  veaseiw  and 
were  not  without  apprehensions,  until  passing  Newgate,  the? 
heard  St.  Sepulchre's  bell  tolling  for  an  executioa.  A  crows 
was  assembled  round  the  gates,  a  troop  of  soldiers*  and  a  posse 
of  constables.  Blood  asked  who  was  to  be  hanged,  and  a  hf- 
stander  answered  that  it  wad  Claude  Duval,  and  seemed  qw^ 
astoni^ed  that  any  one  could  ask  ihe  questioni. 

Almost  as  this  answer  was  given  the  gate  rolled)  ofieii,  ud 
a  cart,  drawn  b^r  two  black  horses,  appeared.  It'  wta^f^Dixd 
Mack,  and  the  sides  were  omamented  with  ff^nnnmff  de&dis' 
heads  and  crossbones.  There  was  a  coffin  studded  wimbiigkt 
nails  on  the  front,  and  leaning  gracefolly  on  it  sat  CSswt 
Duval,  dressed,  as  it  itemed,  witk  peculiar  care  on  the  ooci- 
sion.  He  wore  a  suit  of  brown  velvet,  r«rj  richly  em- 
broidered with  silver,  violet  gloves,  and  a  red  silknigntca^ 
with  the  tassel  of  which  he  played  negligently.  The  ordinBir 
in  his  long  black  gown,  and  the  hangman  in  his  gteasf 
leather  doublet,  were  the  other  personages  honoured  with  a 
seat  in  the  conveyance.  The  sheriffs  and  some  gentlemen 
followed  in  a  gilded  carriage,  and  two  files  of  musketeers 
walked  on  each  side. 

A  shout  of  welcome  greeted  the  advance  of  the  cortege,  and 
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Claude  bowed  graciously,  pressing  Ms  hand  to  his  heart.  He 
liad  something  of  the  sickly  tint  of  the  dungeon,  but  the 
bright  morning  and  the  shout  returned  his  usu^  hi^h  colour, 
and  his  eye  ranged  curiously  among  the  crowd,  as  u  he  were 
seeking  the  countenaiices  of  old  friends  Qpd  acquaintances. 

**Jr'Bm9t  bid  Claude  farewell!"  said  Merrjrn,  forcing  his 
aro[K  £Fom  Hood's  g[rasp>  who  would  have  detained  him,  but 
£3idiD^  the  effort  in  vain,  he  handed  him  a  sealed  packet. 
*^]Be  eaxsefid  of  it-^it  is  your  pardon!"  he  ezcbimed,  as 
Mervyn  mechanically  took  it.  The  words- feU  without  signi- 
fieance  on:  his  ear,  but  he  put  the  packet  in  his  bosom,  and 
pushed,  <«u  The  crowd*  takmg  him  for  some  minister  bent  on 
thrusting  protestant  truths  on  the  popish  highwayman,  gave 
-waj,  and  Mervyn  soon  reached  the  cart. 

''Claude  Dir^al!"  he  said,  in  his  well-known  accents, 
^  would  you  die  like  a  dog  without  succour  of  religion  F** 

DuTftl,  who  was  now  ghuocing  at  a  missal,  turned  sharplj 
round,  and  stared  astomshedly  at  Mervyn,  who  touched  his 
lips  siffnifieantly,  and  Claude,  with  ready  wit,  took  the  hint. 

*'  X  haye  refiiJBed  the  consolations  of  this  gentleman,"  he 
said,  "  but  mayhap  he  will  not  in  his  charity  refuse  to  let  the 
hnngry  eat»  ihou^  it  be  not  bread  of  hia  baking." 

"  A  popish  priest  in  disguise,  eh,  merry  Claude  P"  said  the 
ordinary,  who  was  of  the  v  icar  of  Bray's  school,  and  fancied 
he  saw  the  times  changing.  "  Well,  well,  every  man  to  his 
ta«fce~-hi8t,  sir,  your  huid.P"  and  he  assisted  Mervyn  to  get 
into  the  cart. 

Mervyu  and  Claude  embraced  with  much  emotion,  and 
Claude  eagerly  inquired  in  French  how  he  came  to  be  at 
liberty.  <£a  a  few  orief  words  the  former  related  his  marvel- 
lous escape,  andPural  listened  with  a  breathless  intecsst 
which  seemed  to  tu^m  his  attention  altogether  from  his  own 
deplorable  position. 

*'  Thank  God»  thank  Gk>d !"  he  said,  "  I  have  lived  to  know 
that  niy  suspicious  were  well-founded,  and  I  die  not  with 
ao^unkat  thoudjrt  in  my  heart.  Oh,  that  remorseless  villain^! 
would  I  ccruld  Sve  only  to  avenge  my  noble  master !" 

''It  needs  not ;  the  blow  I  inflicted  is  mortifying  with 
eonkerpuB  poisons,"  replied  Mervyn, 

"  This  is  justice,  and  it  makes  me  think  my  lot  in  the  next 
w<ffldwillbe  better  than  in  this/'  said  Claude,  sadly.  "  X  have 
shed  no.  man's  blood,  and  not  an  eye  of  all  these  looks  at  me 
with  reproach.  If^o  orphan's  groan,  no  widow's  shriek,  shall 
folkw  me  to  the  bar  abore,  and  I  doubt  if  those  who  con- 
^  demned  me  can  say  as  much.  The  women,  heaven  bless 
them !  you  will  not  see  a  dry  eye  among  Ihem ;  Claude  DuTal 
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iias  liTed  in  tkeir  smiles,  and  he  will  die  la  :thiiiT,jtpgB. 
Besidesi  I  confessed  and  received  absolution  Jl«at  jM§|i.£Ntt 
the  gran  padre  himself."  -■   ^iv 

"  What  ^an  padre,  Claude  ?*'  ,  .    ,,-.'- 1  <- 

"  OUva  himself— pour  ancient  protectOT*  B^  Jlisftit4MP 
•over  secretly,  to  direct  the  great  re^roluAiioii  whi^  j(l«l|B|^hiftg 
England  to  the  church.  I  told  him  aU  yofUP«  mxifffWlMt'joai 
lo?es,  misadventures,  and  wlmt  not.  JSfi  waft  TMitflpiilin4  tff 
leaxn  that  the  famous  ccsispirator  was  his  littln  jirif %|b(  ttl^ 
-promised  to  attempt  something  in  your  Cavoo^*'* . ,   ,,uii,.- 

"  Then  'tis  he  wno  hath  obtained  my  pa^doyi-nifBr  wiklf^  fV 
it  that  Blood  said?"  exclaimed  Hervyn,  dnwiq^  ^^  ^ 
packet.  .  •    '  '    i.-t  X 

jL  paper  appeared  sealed  with  the  great  9paL^jijpi^^9iul 
and  with  a  surprise  which  may  be  well  conofflveflf  W<fr*'A<^^ 
pardon,  in  which  his  legitimacy  was  acknowle4wd^  kt^  i' 
was  conditioned  that  he  should  reside  abroad  £)r  topQ^y«#«. 

*'  I  have  lived  long  enough,"  said  Claude,  ioyiu^^*  /'S«t 
can  this  possibly  be  done  by  OlivaF  He  told,  i^a.^lilJgipgs 
hate  was  inexorable.    Have  you  no  other  friesKl»  Mwp^" 

A  dreadful  thought  darted  into  the  young  WfsackfhV^At  ^^ 
he  strove  to  reply  m  the  negative  with  calmAeis^ ...  ilttiiiiiinr^i^' 
the  words  "  pardon,"  thou^  pronounced  in  S^ncl)^Xii^ 
the  ears  of  tne  crowd,  and  a  general  cry  arose,of^  ".>£39il^# 
pardoned !"  followed  by  an  equally  general  hunrajil       t- 

"  I  wish  you  would  prove  your  words,  gentlfimfii,'*  w^ 
Claude,  shaking  his  head,  mournfully.  "  Bu^  ]^i](Jbii(fe  not 
left  your  warm  beds  so  early  for  nojkhing[-^Claud|i^.iO|ml  is  to 
t)e  hanged,  sure  enough."  ..    , 

"  Oh,  Duval !— and  but  for  your  goodness  ip  9110  yon  vew 
not  here,"  said  Mervyn,  much  affected., .   , ;  •   5 . .      ly  .  1  »i 

"  That  is  my  only  comfort,  sir ;  but  'tis.^  w^,  'toj^^  ^ 
any  other,"  replied  Claude,    "I  thank  (iirod^]^^i#ii&' 
*the  oath  which  I  miadc  to  my  noble  mjaster)^jpust4|ijj||Qf..: 
now  I  may  tell  you  his  dying  words,  and  Fi#lv9;-M*i%#ife  9^ 
son  to  weep  for  me,  to  ho^ypiir  Tny  .in rm  pryij  (trl  J 1  hirn f  jfeii; hth'" 
loved  him  oest  when  lesat  ifie  seeme4-*  Ok,  iw '^f^^vitl^' 

As  he  spoke  Mervyn  melted  into. te«l»»^,  •,'.«'..    '.-^r, 

"  Nay,  my  lord,"  he  oontinue^-rr"  X;  w.«u7;^t.X  sjitjijijefc.be 
the  last  to  give  you  that  title— do  not  take  the  ;#i|R^s|pg'iOttt 

of  me.  I  would  die  as  goQd.ginqLeiB»i(ny!  be^-,£^iKQi^WHD^ 
^f  them  all.  I  will  not.sname  fair  :£ipuiiO0  ||it  iiffi*.4EBSfi^ 
Vive  la  France  J  Vivela^rfince!  If  .ever  .yow^.JUw'tP^^* 
your  own.  Master  Mervyn,  ^ive  me  a  faithful  4^'ft|lUi^*^ 
my  master^  feet  ,*•  for  you  wiU  take  him  out  oi*  has  irore  in 
•the  Tower  Ditch  P" 
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•'^^i^fetittr  of  rf  denSe  'mob,  clo&ely  wedged  together,  now 

AHiioM^M  iltiert   ttrrival  in  the  Tyburn  road.    The  great 

cjjari<mtf  of  the  et^er  masses  was  to  witness  Claude's  arrival 

in  St.  Giles's,  where,  at  a  tavern,  occupying  the  site  of  an  old 

lidi^ifjtl;  ^ccmimg  to  ancient  custom,  prisoners  were  presented 

-^ta  rfSkml -on' thMr  way  td  execution. 

•»*';The^iKJ411tei%>d  little  'HUage  now  came  in  sight,  looking 

f^tft^ttf  klid''gre€fa,  and  cheerful  in  the  transparent  beauty  of 

*  iMfe  ^Btottiidg;    *ifV^b  cbtdd  think  of  death  while  contemplating 

the  sunny  rerdttre  of  trees,  the  sweet  serene  blue  of  the  sky, 

i^ffe  g^Sletili^  Wecttheroocks  on  the  roofs,  the  playful  shine  on 

tile  fatidl)  Htkd'busy  animation  of  all  things  living !    CIaude*s 

cheek  did*  nevertheless,  blanch  as  they  approached  the  Crown 

^-Hmer'rislabjgf-iAace  Whence  the  stirrup-cup  of  the  Idst  journey 

'ftai'WoUt  ^'  issue.    The  inn  came  in  sights  with  its  inno^ 

inMibkr  tjldmn^ys  and  carved  balcony,  but  Mervyn's  attention 

i^W  tusmed'  towarder    Sydney's  deserted  mansion,  peeping 

'  Mhove  the  Wodds,  and  half  concealed  in  their  autumn  luxuriance. 

-  Tt's^j^Ayjd  as  if  it  were  some  day  of  festival  instead  of  sor- 

rdW  IklMi  %atli.    A  bright  flag  waved  from  the  roof  of  the 

•C/ra#li,'And'^ie  Hght  Italian  verandah  over  its  rustic  portico 

tnWdiftrwfied  with  gay  groups  of  cavaliers  and  ladies  of  rank, 

ifi'ttfiifi&^i    -ASnonff  tne  latter,  one  was  conspicuous  by  the 

-^Mti^efisof  her  throat  and  symmetrical  chin,  though  her  face 

was  well  eofieeBled  by  a  black  vizor. 

To  tfe&^ftperstitious  eye  of  one  going  to  death  this  glitter- 
iBg^'tlMbs;  With  their  black  faces,  might  well  have  kinfied  an 
idea.  ^de(n<fa  looking  on  with  satisfaction  at  the  si^ht ;  but  in 
Claude  it  roused  recollections  of  mirth  and  festival,  which 
f^ni^bt'teHef  ifi  a  heavy^igh. 

A  shout^  and  the  dead  halt  of  the  procession,  announced  its 
«n?iWd!'  Tjefoi^  Hie'  inn,  and  immediately  a  stout  handsome 
j^l,wfthto*sUv«f ■'tankard  in  her  hand,  followed  by  a  jolly 
lKtiOr-l4»<^gf"hbBt,'  who>  carrilsd  a  can  of  some  bright  red 
BfOi^,  anpeaa^^  «lt  thu  cart. 

''•€k!>ed-'bye  ButHl^^hdneSt  Butal,  for  all  you  are  to  be 
li«lg«dir'  md  m^  hbit,  heftttify  shaking  Claude  by  the  hand. 
**  Thou  art  going  alblt;;  gowd  iell6W,  and  though  it  be  to  the 
TOiMihiM,  vMiy  a  worse  M\^^  shall  stand  on  the  world's 

diB<ikt&^\^.'^      '"      •'  •'•- •• 

'*Ooi9d  bye,  Jack  EdW4i*ds^hfe»ty  Jack!"  said  Claude, 
***ilid'lK«*y  Milrt**fl8  Edwards'!^  givfe  me  but  one  parting  kiss 
of  yo«r  BPWeet  Mps,  that' I  may  go  out  of  the  world  with  a  rosy 
tairte  on  s^  mouth." 

Atad  b^flidrag  graceftdly  down,  h6  saluted  the  "pretty  hostess 
ere  ahe  ooold  say  nay. 

2i 
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'  "  Well,  well,  Duval,  thou  art  a  merry  felliD'#'  to  lh.e  last— 
good  claret  to  the  lees,"  she  said,  smilingly.  '^  Se^  ^ffyttnoir, 
my  good  man.  knows  you  were  never  much  of  afi  ale^Miher, 
BO  we  have  brought  you  a  stoup  of  our  very  best  "Sxbf^a^ij. 
at  which  half  the  galhints  of  the  city  have  smacked  liheiplips." 

And  suiting  the  action  to  the  word,  the  hostesd  'hAnded  mm 
a  glittering  tankard  of  the  beverage.  Claude  -raiBed  it  up  and 
looked  at  me  ^ay  verandah — for  a,  moment  Mervyn  saw  that 
his  hand  treznoled.  The  lady  with  the  fkir  neck  iwns  now 
Jieard  to  sob,  and  taking  a  rich  nosegay  from  her  br^nt,  dtt 
threw  it  to  Claude,  saying  in  a  sweet  but  tremnlDtis  Toice, 
**  Grod  pity  thee,  brave  Du^ !" 

"  'lis  Mistress  Gwyn,"  said  Claude,  in  a  whisper,  as  he 
stooped  to  pick  up  the  flowers,  and  kissing  them^&ejptit  ^lem 
.^lantly  in  his  bosom.  He  then  waved  me  fhU  tankard,  vad. 
exclainmig,  "  To  the  women  of  France  and  England !"  dnnk, 
but  not  £eply.  He  then  handed  the  cup  to  Mervyn,  whs 
touched  it  to  his  lips,  and  passed  it  to  me  or<£nary,  wlio 
declined  with  a  mournful  shake  of  the  head.  Olaode  ibsn. 
handed  it  to  the  hangman,  observing,  "  It  will  do  thee  good, 
friend  !  steady  thy  hand/'  and  the  functionary  drained  it  to 
the  dregs. 

*'  W^,  I  ain't  dainty,"  said  Edwards,  as  the  goblet  came 
back ;  ''  I  would  drink  after  a  dog,  but  not  after  that  xmor- 
derer  by  trade — so  here's  to  your  health  and  prosperous 
voyage,  Duval,  in  the  can !" 

And  he  took  a  hearty  swig,  handing  it  a^rwurds  to  his 
wife,  who  followed  his  e:cample.  The  signal  was  thesi  given 
to  proceed,  and  with  a  farewell  bow  at  the  verandah,  <m  west 
the  prisoner  and  his  train. 

As  the  cart  turned  towards  Tvbum,  and  its  fatal  ti^ees  came 
in  sight,  Claude's  face  flushed  aeeply,  and  in  a  low  vaiae  he 
desired  Mervyn  to  assist  him  with  the  prayera  of  'the  caftohi* 
church ;  Mervyn,  though  much  moved,  complied.  He  diiiKited 
the  Litany  for  the  dyin^,  which  he  had  learned  at  St.  Oner, 
and  Claude  devoutly  joined  in  the  responses.  Tke  mob, 
although  nearly  all  fanatic  anti-papists,  offered  no  -ister- 
ruption,  but  listened  in  solemn  silence,  lybam  wm'  now 
distinctly  in  sight ;  the  black  gaUd'WS  appeared  above  tike 
trees.  The  cart  drove  slowly  over  ihe  tntfy  groimd,  and 
came  at  last  to  the  tremendous  halt. 

Claude  sprung  up,  pressed  Mervyn's  hand,  and  leiqped  on 
the  ladder,  whicm  he  ascended  with  a  Arm  step  to  i^  soaffold. 
Mervyn  followed,  and  was  by  his  side  instanlfy.  dande 
thanked  him  witii  a  look  of  silent  but  emphatic  elo^pwaoe. 
The  ordinary,  considering  his  services,  superflnoos. 
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in  ,tlae.  par#  and  the  executioner  followed*  coixdudrng  the 
]prpce8»k)Q. 

.  ^*  4»d  now,  sir,  leave  me — ^you  look  as  if  yon  were  going  to 
be  hangeK).  yourself,"  said  Claude ;  and  he  added,  in  a  whisper, 
"I  aeia a  scowling  pair  of  eyes  fixed  on  you  in  the  throng j 
H^Qside^  I  would  not  yon  should  see  me  dangling  there  liJke  a 
ecareispow  in  an  orchard.  Farewell,  my  dear.  Sear  master! 
-!Hea?iFen  bless  you  r* 

.  py^oroome  by  emotion,  Hervyn  and  his  faithful  protector 
embraced  £or  me  last  time ;  bnt  Mervyn  would  not  leave  him, 
and,  at  his  desire,  he  commenced  murmuring  a  miserere  in  a 
low  voice,  while  Claude  mounted  to  the  fatal  drop.  Meryyn 
saw- them  draw  the  cap  over  his  face,  and  sobs  choked  his 
own  utterance ;  but  Duval  called  out  in  a  meiry  tone,  "  Gret 
A  mass,  said  for  my  soul,  master,  and  commend  me  to  beauteous 
Mistr.e8s  ^dney  !'*  and  then  muttering  a  short  prayer,  the 
4iamaL  "  Ha  1"  :&om  the  mob,  as  if  every  man  had  received 
3  blow  in  the  breast,  announced  that  the  fatal  drop  had 
'descended. 


CHAPTEE   LIX 


LOVE  AND   DBATH. 


Whils  Claude  Duval  went  through  the  last  act  of  his 
dramay  another  scene  was  enacting  on  a  far  different  stage — 
tdhe  royal  palace  of  Whitehall.  About  noonday,  a  massive 
glided  coach,  such  as  was  used  by  the  prime  nobility  of  the 
time,  drew  up  at  the  great  gate,  and  two  ladies  dismounted. 
These,  were  xke  Lady^oward  and  Aurora  Sydney — ^the  latter 
in  .d/»ep  mourning.  Chif^h  was  in  waiting,  and  escorted 
them  with  ceremonious  respect  to  a  magnificent  apartment. 
Itiniduded  a  great  variety  of  chambers  and  cabinets,  appa- 
rei^y  fitted  up  for  female  habitation,  in  a  most  profuse  style. 
The  saloon  in  'Which  they  were  at  last  allowed  to  remain  was 
hupg  with  rich  French  tapestry,  representing  scenes  of 
licentious  gaiety,  driaking,  love-making,  shepherds  and 
shepherdesses  lounging  in  artificial  landscapes,  and  attending 
to  anything  but  their  Sieep.  Eichly  gilded  fiuniture,  cande- 
labra, vases  of  massy  silver,  curious  birds,  and  glittering 
ItalifUBL  curiosities,  were  crowded  around. 

Chiffinch  observed,  with  a  smiXe,  that  these  were  the  apart- 
ments ofthe  late  Lady  Castlemaine.  Aurora^eemed  scarcely  to 
notice  that  he  spoke  to  her,  or  of  the  gorgeous  show  around ; 
she  threw  herself  into  a  chair,  and  seemed  absorbed  in  reverie. 

2i2 
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OftQ*  or  twiee  slie  put  hear  IizmeuI^^  beif  bMo^Stt  jLiMbrM:  il 
Batis&ed  that  what  she  thought  was  t1ii0re>i  iM^jJfsd/iail^ipsa- 
iowidi  thcHii^l;ts>iQ«oniuelLthat  sheU^ed^d  Hot'tibe  dia^pi^dkBce 
of  Ladjr  Howard,  who,  after  wtfcpeffiog  alittlg  witbiiSyAnJplb 
glid^(0i|t^  The  la^lter  drew  a  tab^^oi  ial(iidl\g(d<i»scDyrfied 
with  caskej^.aiid  fcitgrajit  va^as,  to^^d»ihesiadj%  «e3aV9&aMl 

.  -{AfttffCpratloQbdd^x^undrand  9mCled,wtthft.^})afitlj^  eixpi;^3ai9Si 
tut.t»,jU%cUtiii^on«s  iWhatever  theix^  9fi.tQ$t^y.m>mi'A^tim^pMMi 
There  was  a  slight  tap  at  the  ^oor^  $iui  |l  It^mali^iTe^Mrvd, 

Q)cqiii^itely^di^$ei^^erfumed,  jew^edA^]:esii9:g$3Si^iPj^ 
]paigfts.APH4egi)Q^ia.    It  was  the  Jcit^^  ,  AtnoiBjsi)^«!>li}]idi 
'fadlQk9$)ipaedi  Avu»¥»!6 !  c^eek^  9he  SB^ff-ufvadv^i^^a  a^Sm 
ntepB,  MSLd-ke^Il^.as  Gharkaexteiidea  biadhaud  biLi^^ 
raised  her  immediately.  t.>"'- 

"BTo/^efqrAui^ora,  that  posture^,  is  i^heMrdne^"  teYsaid. 
with  a'ti?iujm|)laiaHt  smile.  .     ?    :..•-'....  f.  L-finnv 

-^ **  Moek  not;  your  woful.  suppliaiitt  ayr« !"« !sWjl»i4>  sa  he 
kissed  her  hand  tenderly.  -rs)  :,,;f  xiniii;  - 

V  . **  JfTajyii  I  am  Ae  suppliaat  n<m"  ke  re^eA^lwiidmitwr  to 
a  eeafc  >ia^rwhich  he  drew  another,  for  i  hm^sel&riis'i  JTlnbrcgpiDil 
can  ask  nothing  of  me  which  I  will  t^fuae^  MbM^ilUii^tStlsiiiu^ 
-  J^dJhe-li^Ji^^dibt-be^  for  am^sienti  as  > a  M^gfmmWt'its 
p^  5,bii|.her  wpB  obvioushr  stftrtledwitfejiei?  e9i«e$9ive^fiifa^O0A 

.  ^  Wi«t  wwdd  you  ast  lov^  Sydney:?"  bti J^di»€»ia«t 
pl^vm^  <iiat:ehe^onld  not  apeak  ftom^  tiheniAtegmi^ddrim 
p$^Q^  >:  ''.All  that.  Ch^rlas  of  En^Iiuad  ^athtds  ;yQNHil-Hiiia 
9§f4]liarT-^i|{is0lfv.  iihesei  apartments.  ii£!i»iT0iQ7i|rTB'i«btf|oM  is 
yours-^ther,  pjTOudest  title -youp, wp?M»#t  :^i«y-*l$WR^qdli}kpe. 
$fft|?,  I.wSJ  ev^  pledge- myaejf^ if  ii|y:mfe*die«!k-7tQ^ Rate 
^ifce&i^of JEn^aftdmherroom.  My DTp<4:^r»did.fWkii«ii<4imtii 
a.|^PQB9ii? eivtise, audthe  coiai»enjflfiirt[ftppl<^Bde4i^J  iSidW 
;^,  |n^vry  Hyd^'a  daughter,  whoiti  tjr^|V»d.&om<:i»-<H|in|^U, 
eqEtoA;yoiff  h0u^  i^,  p«r^aj)oe,'ftft  9»efenifc,a^  fiilfs/'.niV  -^^jir 
I  .'.'Iiistead  iof;41ftiw8e  inii^t^liser  -^^  ^gff^ 

life !"  daid  Aurpm--"  si  life  wMchj fcaVj^tiyTtflwCffiiei?^ ywrtjiijiiBC 
with  perpetual  idishoiwsiilH-^pftin^dx  wall  ^Sed^fiMjifcijdiii^^tp 

"  Yoi:a^fathei'*s^rr^he,8}i«lll>0iSp<gufe4<''  mdiOhajrlHbs.i  V^ttre 
I  not alreadv-pwdooed time  wh^e  bl^ad my.s^-p9iiifMlibr-* 
the  traitor merFyi&F''.  ....  /-  ..r-.  =  ..r..t  j..   r.  .,»-,• .,     i     -n  •  • 

'^  He  ^cks  no  pmd<m  of  yiours^  siire  i-^MeFtyo:  hdtk  osdiped 
fr<»m  the  TowePr  <^  tha  oeTta  wbioh  set^  all  I^oq^or  agi^  is 
false!"  xep£ed  Auroi^  wiih  a  $mile  of  UDteardily*  iMXor; 
"  unless,  thou  false  king*  and  er^ry  way  most  .moiBfltSMt 
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l^tray^^iiasti  hfid  him  privily  murdered  and  btiried  him  from 
th(K|ted«iiig  light  of  dafy." 

>  ^^'lismi^io  jo%  Aurora,  by  all  that  is  saored,  he  is  livi&g 
add'ill^eathilig'  at  this  moment  for  aught  I  know  U>  the  cbn^ 
-imyi'^  >sa&d  Clhai^les,  taming  ^ale.  *'  He  hath  bribed  hib 
^incrd^fs^'  <»  &&mi  throli|fh  the  air*^what  do  I  know  f* 

"  WeU,  he  is  dead  and  gone,"  said  Aurora,  with  mad 
sdi^eitftf  ^  ^*^  80  ttO'  more  bargaining  for  him-^-only  my  failhbr's 
IJefad  fis 'kk  th6  maa^ket  now.  Parcbn  bim»*^ri^lease  him  &om 
liirtihtfttnoeNNHd^  I  will  believe  you." 

/'^  Yotinsk- tdo  muoV  said  Charles;  ^'his  life  is  sacred  as 
]niikl5^o«vm'r  bttt  his  pardon  and  release  must  be  t^  work  o^ 
tinrie;  ^'My  brother— all  my  faction— -fori  am  but  the  head  of 
a  •faetto'^would  torn  round  on  me,  like  mad  dogs  <m  th^ 
master."  ' 

'^T^ML  tlunk  to  betray  me,  ha  I  and  to  butcher  him  too !" 
exchumed  Aurora,  with  wild  vehemence.  '*  But  I  will  beHevtd 
in-  no  pledg^y  no  oaths,  no  heaven-shaking  protestattons-r- 
nothing  but  facts." 

:  <«  Wkflt' wxMiM  vou  have  P"  exclaimed  Charles  ,-  <^  me>t&ink8 
I'^'wroold^iazar^t  ait*-crown— ^life— ^vcngeaace-»-40  win  hvtt  on« 
an^ie  itaifle^fpsm  lihose  pale  lips." 

**  Y<Mtf''i0OT2ticil,  they  tell  me,  is  sitting  now  to  decide  upon, 
my  falih^S  deaHh,"  replied  Aurora.  ''  Go  to  those  blood-- 
thirsty men — tell  them  you  are  a  king,  and  that  the  royalest 
yiftue'^f  a  king  is  mercy  1  Tell  them  that  enough  blood  has 
be^'fihed'iii  iMa  baffled  conspiracy;  that  Sydney  is  iimocent» 
and  tiiait  if  he' be  guilty  you  are  resolved  to  pardon  him! 
Send'tken  ^  th)s  lieutenant  of  your  Tower — ^bid  him  release 
hia  prisotter-^aad  return  to  me  for — for  your  reward!"  ; 

**  I^  Heavem  t  th)oUf  n^ovest  me,"  said  the  king^  irresolut(^l^ 
gaeiw«t1ier.  ''Enough  blood  hath,  mdeed,  been  shed;  a 
will  i^t  buxthenmysom  with  mtore.  I  will  to  the  cd^mimlh^ 
I  wiiJ^d^^our  bidcsng  t(i  the  letter,  let  Oliva  and  York  pratid 
as  they  will.  -But  yoti  must  not  ouit  me  ever  again,  loveliest-! 
T%m6  BipsitaUijiite  must  hencefortk  be  yottrs,  add  as  8<ki^  as  I 
hav^iddttff  your  will  witki^the  eooncU,  l  wiU  return,  to  bask  in 
the*  €iM  bnHshW  of  yodt  restored  beoai^  and  love !  ^ 

"  It  shall  be  so !"  she  said,  with  a  gnastly  smile,  and  sof- 
feting  Chaslirs  to  ^rrisss  his  h^t  lips  'to<  k&pi  without  reluctance, 
aaid  a&ndstwit^Utk;dn8^0U6i^S6,'siie'8at  gi^^;  stdad&stly 
at  him.  Chicles  felt  that  this  scene  was  growing  indescribably 
paiafttl  tohimnelf ;  i^  seemed  as*  if  she  r^  the  inmost  secrets 
of  hcis-soul  itf  that  lon^,  profound,  and'ttiekncholv  gase.  H^e 
nmttered^  something  mat  she  was  very  pal6,  ^tnd  going  to  a 
beuulbty  -brougl^  her  a  goblet  of  wine.  ^ 
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"  No,  no,"  she  said,  shuddering  as  she  raised  it'  to  heir  lips ; 
**  it  is  blood,  you  see — Aumerle's  blood !  Go  to  the  <j<?y^al ; 
I  shall  be  wefi  anon — I  need  but  peace — nothing  hut  -peace." 

And  reclining  her  sorrow-stncken  fc«rm  ia  Hie        "    ' 
ohair,  she  closed  her  eyelids  in  a  kind  of  slumber, 
seemed  to  hesatate  for  a  moment,  but  haying  satasfie 
that  she  In'eathed,  he  suddenly  left  the  apartment,  loc- 
door  after  him. 

The  moment  he  was  gone,  Aurora  started  up,  witli  a  siriinge 
expression  of  despair  and  triumph  in  her  look,  whicli  dc^mei 
at  once  mingled  and  separate.  She  glanced  around,  hrit  her 
ayB  passed  unheedin^ly  over  the  ghtter  and  pomp  of  the 
gmrg60us  chamber ;  she  sought  only  if  any  one  observed  her. 
lliere  was  something  utterly  desperate  in  that  glance.  Hie 
son  shone  brightly  m  at  the  windows,  and  she?  gazed^  fi)r  a 
moment  at  the  smiling  landscape  of  park  scenery,  but  it  was 
without  ccmsciousness.  A  single  thought  seemed  to  haye 
frozen  fixedly  in,  her  brain.  She  poured  some  wine  iato  a 
goblet  dehberately,  took  a  powder  &om  her  bosom  and  o^ook 
it  in,  eveiy  srain^  "  I  will  join  him  in  heavieix^his 
unstained  wife  r  she  said,  aloud.  ^^  Grod  is  not  so  merciless 
as  man — ^He  will  forgiye  me.  He  knows  how  for  Se^jbas 
made  humanity  to  endure,  and  that  I  haye  reached  tWIcftiit. 
This,  at  least,  is  not  suicide ;  it  is  murder,  murderj  mixrder  !'* 
and  she  repeated  the  word  as  if  it  consoled  her. 

She  shook  the  glass  round  and  round  to  mix  the  fine  pow- 
der which  stood  on  its  surface,  and  it  might  be  that  some' 
thing  of  the  dark  shadow  of  death  crossed  her  young  imiigina> 
tion.  She  started,  and  set  the  cup  down ;  a  few  leadien  tears 
rolled  sWwly  down  her  check ;  but  the  emotion  soon  past, 
and  desperate  thoughts  crowded  thickly  on  her  fancy^  and 
she  raised  the  goblet  to  the  sun  as  if  to  admire  the  ex- 
quisite purple  tint  to  which  the  wine  had  turned  by  its  qou- 
tact  wi&L  the  mortal  drug.  She  then,  though  but  slQwly, 
brought  it  to  her  lips,  and  was  about  to  drink,  when  a  long 
lean  hand  clutched  her  arm,  and  stopped  ih.e  moyement.  She 
looked  around  with  a  stified  shriek,  and  saw  what  at  first  she 
took  to  be  an  illusion  of  her  maddened  fancy.  It  was  a 
veneraWe  old  man,  whose  figure,  though  muoh  bent,  and 
depressed  with  years,  was  still  commanding,  and  his 
countenance  remarkable  for  its  antique  grandeur  of  form  and 
benevolence  of  expression.  He  was  dressed  in  a  thick  dark 
mantle,  such  as  usually  worn  by  ecclesiastics  of  the  Church 
of  Eome,  which  fell  in  ample  folds  around  his  lofty  frame. 

"  What  wouldst  thou  do,  unhappy  one  ?"  said  the  stranger, 
after  a  minute's  profound  pause,  and  in  tones  so  foil  of  pity 
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and  love,  tlxat  Aurora  looked  with,  a  kind  of  vacant  wonder 
at  liim^  knd  set  the  goblet  down. 

**  M$;y.l  not  even  die?"  she  exclaimed,  after  a  moioaentary 

•**  "Who  hatt  bidden  tkee  die — He,  who  alone  hatii  the 
Taght  t**  said  the  ecclesiastic,  mildly.  "  In  His  canse,  and  at 
!Si9  command,  it  is  indeed  lawful  to  brave  all  things — ^but 
-where  is  thy  celestial  manumission,  that  thon  darest  to  throw 
off  tbgyoke  he  has  imposed P" 

^"Wnat  mean  youP  May  I  not  taste  the  king's  wine P" 
said' Aurco^,  wildly  and  aflfrightedly  staring  at  the  apparition. 
"  And  dost  thon  fear  a  creature^thon,  wbo  wert  abont  to 
rush  tmsnmmoned  into  tbe  presence  of  tbe  Creator?"  he 
xepjied,  solemnly.  ^  Look  not  so  amazedty  at  me  ;  I  know 
that  this  cup  overflows  with  poison,  if  ay,  more,  I  have 
"been  an  unseen  spectator  of  your  interview  with  the  king ;  I 
know  all  your  bygone  misfortunes ;  and  I  am  here  to  save 
you  from  one  greater  than  all — a  death  like  this." 

"  'The  king  keeps  not  so  niggard  a  house  that  you  need 
grudge  me  i£is  draught,"  said  Aurora,  with  wild  fierceness^ 
^'1  am  i^e  king's  visitor ;  no  one  shall  hinder  me  from  sharing 
liis  hoapitajity." 

Aud  she  clutched  the  goblet  in  both  her  slender  hands, 
glaring  with  mad  defiance  m  the  old  man's  face. 

"  Iskj,  drink,"  he  said,  hindering  her  in  no  respect,  sate 
with  his  hand  gently  on  her  arm ;  "  drink,  but  not  with  the 
tremendous  thought  that  thereby  you  commit  suicide !  It  is 
but  a  soporific  draught  of  great  power." 

"  Hath  he,  too,  deceived  me  ?"  sighed  Aurora,  in  a  heart- 
broken tone. 

*'You  mean  Colonel  Blood  ?"  repKed  the  priest.  **  Yes,  to 
thy  immortal  benefit !  He  and  I  plotted  to  save  Mervyn,  and 
the  only  bait  that  could  tempt  the  king,  alas !  was  thy  ill- 
starred  loveliness.  And  even  when  he  consented  to  pardon  thy 
lover,  it  seems  a  black  plot  was  at  work  that  should  have 
rendered  this  mercg^  of  no  effect.  But  the  malice  of  Mervjm's 
eneiipdes  worked  only  his  safety.  They  confined  him  m  a 
duiigeon  which  has  a  secret  adit ;  and  he  is  now  safe  and  at 
Uberty.*' 

"  No,  no,  he  is  murdered — ^he  is  buried,  all  mangled,  in  the 
Tower !".  gasped  Aurora. 

"  And  fliink  not  that  it  were  possible  to  save  your  father  I" 

continued  the  Jesuit.     **  The  kmg  is  pledged  by  many  oaths 

to  give  his  head  to  the  axe ;  the  short  dream  of  passion  over, 

his  cruelty  ■wiU  regain  the  upper  hand." 

"  And  who  art  thou  who  speak  to  me  with'  this  usurped 
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authontj  P"  iaid  Auzara»  diying  hetf 'Sta^f^SDcmg! 

viin  effort  at  eompbsore.  .  ..  ■:  .r. ,  --.v*-^  -^-saa  . , 

/'  The  d&ioad  of  Menryn's  .  <^aldhaadrK|war 
meik^'s  friend,  save  thoee  who  rage  Ja.  savage,  t^pdn 
tl^  church-^ JohimneB  de  01iTa,ra^'il«craQ^^«$^i 
general  of  ^  hifl  aocietiea/*      :        :...  f.   -ii*  .1  •■•rrrov  ei!   .. 

*'  O  father,  father!  fuad viU  yoiiahaind^P^itetoil^  iji  iwrf  K*' 
6i^dAxixpr^.ii^dlycla$pkighey  hi^mji.r  ;:ii  x",;T^r  ■  T"»>b  '♦:^T 

'*  Ko»  my  ehild^  9:;at]pber  will  I.  pei^-a^i^^"  jjniiii li^^ 
Jesuit^  compa£sioQate]y^  ''  But  we  mrmi-fh^FS^M^^imsmA 
fiuhtle  men*TaU.' tbii^  to  all.  Praia  tibii:gdblfifcrfHito«y^ 
deep  8lmnI>er.only  wiU  foJIowj.bat  w^WiBliinaifi  ti»  tiag 
bdieve  that>  in,  j<»tir  despair,  you  have  fiTnllnitiil  piihiw  iTfn 
will  thes^  cioaaofwehcnd  the  yaet&ees  of  &  htttorrnkiS  injBD 
yQxmg  and  tender  a  woman,  eoold  >OYenx0i0j  tliKJa  fsiii^iaf  a 
painfm  deatk,  IDtimli:,  ehild!  yoa  see  X  do  jioi^ 
it,^'.  and  he  aipped  from  the  cui^.  .it 

**  Give  it  me  J  I  do  not  iear-te  cbajiiit," 
raising  it  to. her  lips;  but  a'a^dden.-eospiokiBLeiiQBUdriiflr. 
She  looked  at  the  priest  witha  ti^fxititedfeji^  '^iCimkM  ite;" 
Bbe  said,  "  that  thou  betrayest  me,  pruBH^s^daMdni^f -s 
£sdlure  in  Jia^  j^^uiim^  ?  iJo  you  har  mna^Bbthnl  ^aS^tat 
autboxityf^  .Bsger  &r  the  blood  pf  %d3i«^.wfamlyQit*li& 
dq,ughter*s  infiui^ce  over  the  tyrant'shttiiiif  "r.i  .  da — -ec-ii 

"Wherefore  dK>uld  I  stay,  this  JbuiDdi  thsB^/MMK  Ha 
draught  of  deatbr--if  auch  it  wetre-^ifaa  octy^xmUI^WL-mi 
01iva»  aa<lly.  "  But  be  it  a«  you  w^?.  I  ^BoeL^Km  av»b  t» 
drink.    Uethinkal  hear.lbotateps."  >  :     -   z  '1  ..".  - 

*'  But  what  if— abandoned  in  slf  epT-f<ph»'iMptn»  S 'VralviBkBd 
Aurora,  elaspn^ijtie  monk's  tr!»nul<iUah^        .-^.  ^vrjofi*. 

"Heaven  make  tiiese words  mjlM^i£.l.bmtBasjaai:&i'l'* 
he^aid^  solemnly,   "  Can  you  ](U)t:  tru^,90«  wh0£»>  ^iorab^Anr 
M^rvyA,  tibat  to  mr  ehilcUfess  ag^A^e^alsBraiil;  BoctaiM jiarcdear* 
and  well-loved  son  r"  "S  1x07  .,,j  dji-^^ 

Aurora,  andjhe  dxiwk^tli^gdbi^tfid^^^  edi  i>^. 

"Lovely  martyr!  Alas!  how  suddeil^tiiiiiiLj I^XBHancd 
Ohva.    "  IS.OW  &«1  tml  yo^  ldoL4ihaMd  Uai^^DlaMt'il 

"  All  ihmgs  reelabci^  i^;;;ii^  he$rtvie^«]^;ifea^Li9t&  bobr 
heavy  weight  1"  sighed  A«JK>Qa^  .tei^/aue^.  Jw  (Siiai^psi^ 
his  arm  rcmnd  Jb^r  sixiking  $>nn,:a4d.«imclst-c»RMl  termer 
the  room  to  a  couch  of  afti^er.tiisueii>n^;wh&^^idie  aiii&«  a!buu 
gination  probably  hastened  the  natural  agency  of  the  potioa ; 
she  lay  fcxr  a  moment  giu^ing  ivi^&J»t  e3ne.8  in  iiiuB^aBDiik's 
fa€e,  who  still  held  h0v  hana,/aQd  then  ahe  «»fflk  inta^a  pro- 
found sleep.    Her  Aountenaoce.  and  figure  ioekedisd  oailla  xaA 


s«piiidhnii!^.'tlmt.>btit-^i*'tl»»  li^h^  breathing  of  Iter  Hps,  she 
mi^ht  }usve  been  a  marble  chiselling  of  repose.  Oliyft  arranged 
Ixcs^mbibbbIb  ivolk'fk&^rlT'-eare,  mid  the  cup  beside  her  with 
its  ffliinhiii  liny -qbcgg,  MMid  then  paused  a  moment  to  survey  the 
slfeeMor>"rffi6toi4»lB»  tohig  a#ed  e3reBf,  but,  hearing'  footsteps 
in  me  oorridor,  he  retreatea  behind  the  ^ilt  curtains  of  a 

The  door  opened  and  Chtirleiv  entered  nimbly, 'his 'fealfcir^ 
fivdieA.  <4Kitii  eiMtxmeiat:  He  looked  around,  uttered  an 
eiHifwitiap:'  ^^itfpiriaei  not  at  ^rst  pei^eeiting  Aurora,  but 
Iii»«w^lan0od4it.tftd<doiieh,  and  in  a  moment  he  was  kneeling 
'bcfB  1^ '  Biit*isuddenly  he  stai*ted  up  is  if  stung  by  ah  ^ 
atiJir,  jMii 'Stood  aghut,  gasing  airth^  while  and  motioxiless 
fccKLj.  HeoKemed'tob^ stapifi^  for soasd mlhiites,  w^c^i he ' 
clatcheda:^  Hm  goblet  and  eagerly  exttmined  it,  letting  it  iail 
toiikmaBOfimidi  a  thei  terrible  certainty  ru^ed  upon  hmi.  -  He 
called  her  name,  he  shook  her,  and  finding  that  the  lethargy 
deAHbitt  ObbmoepiM  to  break  it— ttiat  she  fell  lifelessly  (m  me 
coaak  mkaaJde  nisod  heiv-^ie  rang  a  bell  on'  tl^  table  wrflr 
frtaoA  Yiobned.    Ohsfflneh  rushed  in;  bat  ere  he  reached  the 

itiWlait  jrtii0«mitter,  my  son  ?"  he  said,  very  cahfily. 

^^DK^lzn^docde  tlLere !  1  have  killed  her  1  tt  is  Sydney-s 
daui£hter^^-she  has  tatoi  poisoA !"  f^roaned  Charles.  "  Claf- 
£mSi,  mim*h€m*^it  oaa&ot  be-^sbe  is  not  dead !"    . 

.^^fiere,.'tfaen,  «7&all  theiruitft  <^  your  guilty  passion,  sire,'" 
said  6iKr%  fpianr  moui&folly  at  Hie  seeming  corpse.  *'  Oh, 
my  SOD,  for  dust  like  this  wouldst  liiOQ  have  bartered  thine 
heaiiBBiRand  t0m{M»ry 

*'  Madden  me  npt^  monk  P*'  Sttd  Charles,  wildly.    **  She  is  * 
deadrr^^lieisdtad,  ChiflbBoh." 

^/j^immAmBA/ 9tae9id?f,  king!"  «aid  OHva.    "Again;  I 
sayi*  vovldB^itboQ.  btM  aaciriflQea  so  mnch  for  one  who  pre*"  * 
fers  death  to  you  P" 

ff.8he  is>uotiJd68d(-Hih»'  shall  not   die — she   breafiteto!" 
shouted  the  king^^  ^tOhiffindi,  bting  a  physician— ^antidotes -^ 
— ^MneifffiuMDnf*^'    ' 

"  It  is  lifant-BtifKitf  bfidestt-HshelHui  sWalfewed  poison,"  said 
Olsnk'   ff  Ciiijffibdfv  stay;  I  MtoXBi^^  will  make  no 

scM  finr  tHib  mcM).  Bmt  hsp^oiir  the^  aps^rtanents  to  those 
of -A^stsBSB  £hv7itH.-^o  scandal'  will  b«  less  lapparent.  Tor 
heand^s  idkerf^^^)^yoa-B^r;t^^I  will  bring  you 
news/     .  ■       '     •  '•:..■.•.  •  ■    ,  - 

Aad  nakittg  a  sign  to  ChiMBdh;  they-^lifted  th^  cushion  on 
whi^tke  >la^  r^^osed,  and  Ixnre'  her  away ;  while  Charles, 
^a^fimgiiialuuidg  m  mnte  agony,  suadE  breatmessty  into  a  chair. 
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It  was  with  a  feeling  of  the  most  utter  despondexicj  that 
Mervyn  descended  from  the  scaffold  whereon.  luul  pexished 
the  faithM  servant  of  his  house ;  and  totally  disregarding  or 
forgetting  Claude's  intimation  about  his  being^.  obaerred,  he 
resolved  to  find  out  Blood,  and  learn  the  truths  afi  to  fh£ 
means  bj  which  his  pardon  had  been  obtained.  Hot  dguht- 
ing  l^t  he  should  find  the  colonel  in  his  old  haunts  of  Vvliite- 
frmrs,  he  to<^  his  way  towards  the  river.  As  he  'went  past 
Whitehall,  however,  a  muffled  figure  brushed  close  past  £iin, 
without  pausing  to  apologize,  tliuDugh  he  looked  back.  Her- 
in^  would  scarcely  have  noticed  this  in  his  present  mood,  but 
that  he  had  observed  he  was  for  some  time  followed  by  th£ 
same  figure,  who  now  took  this  rude  means  of  grafcifyins  his 
cnriosi^.  A  glance  convinced  Mervyn  that  it  ff^as  X<oid 
Howard,  much  as  he  endeavoured  to  keep  himself  concealed. 
He  took  his  resolution  immediately,  and  affecting  ta  ialce  no 
iforther  notice,  cut  rapidly  into  the  Mall,  and  thence  ho  "Bijde 
Park,  observing  with  satisfaction  that  the  figure  stall  followed. 
Pausing  at  length  in  an  obscure  and  retired  spot»  over^ 
shadowed  by  lofty  oaks,  Mervyn  crouched  at  the  trunk  of 
one  of  them,  and  awaited  till  his  follower  arrived  almost  close 
to  him,  loo^g  anxiously  around,  but  at  too  higb  a  level  to 
perceive  him.    He  then  sprang  up. 

"Good  day  to  you,  master  shadow!"  he  exclaimed. 
''  Prithee,  are  you  in  love  with  a  kick,  that  you  dodge  so  nigh 
my  heekP" 

**Ib  it  you,  indeed.  Captain  Mervyn  P"  said  the  fi^^nre. 
staring  increduloudy,  as  if  ne  had  seen  a  ebost. 

"  No,  I  am  not  Uaptain  Mervyn,*'  replied  the  young  man, 
Qui?rering  with  passion.  *'  I  am  Mervyn  of  Aumerle,  son  of 
tne  earl  that  was  murdered  in  the  Tower,  and  thou  art 
Howard  of  Eskricke,  who  caused  his  murder ;  and  we  two 
will  not  lightly  part.  Draw !"  And  his  sword  flashed  in  his 
hand,  but  not  with  so  fierce  a  sparkle  as  his  eve  shot  fortL 

Howard  delayed  not  an  instant,  and  their  oladee  met  with 
a  violence  which  he  did  not  expect ;  his  hand  wavered^  and 
his  sword  flew  instantly  into  a  thousand  splinters. 

**  Curse  on  your  hand — the  advantage  is  yours !"  be  ex- 
claimed.   "  Take  my  life — I  value  it  not  at  the  chink  of  a 
bad  halfcrown." 
.   And  he  stood  with  dogged  composure  before  Mervya, — 
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Trio  raised  his  sword,  but  Howard  never  shrunk,  and  that 
xuoxnent  had  probably  been  his  last,  but  for  an  inexplicable 
refinement  or  revenge  which  occurred  to  his  enemy.  "  No, 
traitor !  take  a  fitter  recompense ;  thou  are  not  worthy  to  die 
by  a  true  man's  sword — ^be  tne  gallows  branded  on  thy  brow !"" 
'  ^tSvo  bright  slashes  over  his  forehead  were  all  that  Howard 
felt,  but  the  blood  suddenly  gushed  into  his  eyes — and  he 
knew  that  an  indelible  brand  was  fixed  on  his  brow.  Language 
can.  only  faintly  shape  the  horror  of  such  a  punishment  to  a 
man  like  Howard. 

"EiUme!"  he  yelled,  as  Mervyn  stood  ais  if  enjoying  the 
"bitter  feast  of  revenge.    "  I  prefer  death^-a  miHion  deaths  !**" 
"  No,  live — ^live,  wretch !  iJ)  be  the  scorn  and  hatred  of  the 
Tvotld  I**  said  Mervyn,  with  a  fearM  laugh. 

"And  live  thou  to  envy  me  in  my  miseiy!"  retorted 
Howard— "  live  to  this  knowledge — thy  life,  tny  pretended 
legitimacy,  are  bought  at  the  price  of  Aurora  Syiiey's  dis- 
Iionour.  Thy  remorseless  mother  bore  her  toWnitehail — ^to 
him! — ^tlfis  morning.  She  is  hisl  —  live,  now,  my  Lord 
Attdlerle,  to  imitate  thy  father  t" 

Mervyn  stood  for  some  moments  as  if  rooted  to  the  spot. 
"  *$ig  as  1  thought !"  he  said  at  length.  "  'Tis  all  over  now; 
-^But  think  not,  Howard,  to  provoke  me  to  take  the  curse 
horn  thy  brow,  and  slay  iiiee !  lAve,  renegade  !  live,  seducer ! 
— ^but  henceforth  no  man  shall  be  deceived  in  thee,  for 
wherever  thou  goest  thy  branded  brow  proclaims  thee." 

As  he  concluded  these  words,  he  folded  his  cloak  round  his 
naked  sword,  and  strode  off  without  even  looking  behind  hiin, 
leaving  Howard  fixed  like  a  statue  of  despair. 

Mervyn  plunged  instantly  among  some  thickets,  and  taking 
a  by-path,  reached  the  river.  His  perturbed  resolutions  were 
now  again  altered.  He  determined  to  ask  an  interview  with 
Sydney  in  the  Tower,  at  whatever  risk,  and  learn  from  him 
tne  real'  state  of  the  affair ;  for  he  concluded  that,  if  Aurora 
were  indeed  sacrificed,  he  too  must  have  received  a  reprieve 
or  pardon. 

A  two-oared  sculler,  at  which  he  himself  plied  like  a  mad- 
man, soon  brought  him  to  the  Tower;  and  as  no  one, 
announcing  himself  as  Sydnmr's  friend,  was  denied  access  to 
him  now  that  friendship  could  be  of  no  service,  he  was  readily 
admitted.  A  warder  escorted  him  to  the  White  Tower,  in 
which  Sydney  was  confined,  and  ushered  him  into  a  large, 
handsome  apartment  well  ftimished,  lighted  by  candelabra 
and  with  a  Ibrilliant  Sxe,  The  warder  ushered  him  in,  and 
bolted  the  door  after  him. 
Sydney  looked  up  with  evident  surprise.    He  was  reading 
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a  paperto  two  geolilemen  aittiBg  near  liiii^— on^^^^iiij^^^ 
Lord  Oavo^Aish,  die  othjer  a  gnviei/^aiistoot^ftu^ocd&i^Qi^ 
-vfhma  hketie^  to  Sydney  stamped  him  as^cU  Aeir^dSmirti, 
ewn  'if  Mer?jii  had  not  instantly  r^o^iied  -hixh  $fti  tJiSMBhrl 
of  Leicester.  •      '•  -^''^^^ — fj^   -» 

''(^oodlittaYens^  Mertynl"  exdUiuaied  Sydfiey.^  ''>'^>|*'B:  in- 
daed  ycm,  rash  boy  P  An«r  ^soapibg  frotn  'ili^ikm^B  jimi,  "da 
you  rush  into  them  again P  or  are  yoti  ^otfieto  teilclliiii^te^' 
tb-get'Cfotataiteyhde-P"-      •  '    *-  '^''^<>   ?•'   bjtil- 

'*  Ney  ooibnel,  ytMi  hare  no  enbtextanecrod  t/iSlthtit^  kf^i^ 
tnved'for  oanrder r. said  Mervyn,  wildfy*  *^<B«I  JDd^'^ 
lion;  hi8«te«th  aore  drawn.  See  you  Im&^l  ^me^mrdimsi^ 
my  irights  aeknow^ledged-^nay,  'tis  the  gresllsettli^  '"^^  *^^  ru  - 

Ke  Banded  iheddeoiodnt  as  he  spoke  to  Sydiy^y^r^wM,  ai^ 
ghmdng  over-it  :in  mute  astonishment/ haod^4t'ta'^(3M^tw9 
nobiemeoa;        »  i.,-. -,-%   c^xr. 

•  '^^l-ood  BaiatB !  and  what  mighty  service  ha^<fr'^ti^idoii^  to 
he  Hxm  rewarded  P"  said  the  eolond,  amassedly.  ^  Or  ^tar^  y<m 
ama^oian^MervynP"  .   ;  ;  .  tir>ga.ii  -    : 

.  **  Save  you  not  got  your  reprieve  yet  F"  ^OEcldiHied'^^iV^' 
"  No,  heaven  knows,  unless  yoa  cnll  yonder  ^iaiii^y^^lsgus 


>  «.i 


a  i^pmere  fikan  the  t(nlfl  and  tyranny  of  1^  ^«ittilfff  fi^sud 
Sydney,  pointing  to  a  paper.  '*  it  is  a  gauntl^iirbidifT^vt^ 
taken  up  >  and '  azunif ered  in  this  appeal  of  issm^i^  tCP  pO06bity 
which,afferall;'ismyjudge-A^not  Jeflfipey^i^  •  /i  ^"iTM  i.  . 
"  Has  ]i0t  your  daughter  sent  you-  a  reprictve^^^'MM  jfo* 
vyni  still  mcHre  wildly.  .         >     /"r  .v  /  v  ::  ^ 

-'^Alas,  pooc  soul,  no.  My  iM^her,  X>ei.de8ter,>fm^iiideed 
so  unadvised  as  tttjanetion  iWy  Howal^  tildii^Qiei^^tti^the 
levee,  to  implore  a  pardon  for  me ;  and  on  a  £kuo^  ^Qi^lieh 
was  iueritiaiie^  she  hath  been  inteni^Me  ^efeb^^isfA'at 
Avombrla  House,". raid  Syney,  widi  9iudii^tiitioilP<i!f  ^roie;» 


•>  . .' 


and  look.  iliibiT 

;'^  And  dated  ^^om  this  n«on<s  <KnineitP't«idd^M^fjrni>'^''  It 
isimpossibk^t  canaot  he^it  ^would-  loiiirfeibgie^fli^wtMfjftv^ 
toLJiacngee:  the  Mherand  dishonour  tliedaugh4er^iiiooaerbt^sf 

.  "What  mean  you^  :Mervynf^"'said*8ydft#^,'i4iii«&g^v«iy 
pale;  •••.        •  •        ^  ii-'^''  irii''  •^'\\  iv   '.ufuf  7/«  "/fif  wo.t  r^ 

7^  meaning  wis  soon  'i^Mi^dt.*'i>  Mei'i^i  i(«l«Mb  l^ 
escape-^his  renocmtre^with  •tfowdrd^'^^t^tid&ngGrr^g^lld^lkiiii^ 
Aurora;  in  a  iem  bl«^  ATordi,  |yd(;iefb  ]i€»iimpo¥b4DilPG&«(^^ 
stance-U!ntouehedji'%diii^'^listetoed'wML  aii:  abg^iddi^^fAleir 
at  len^hvan<j^fl]k0d>  ail  4is>«)tGicism{  slid,  ^ovenntt^hisi&ee 
with  hashandd,  groa^i^d^as  if  i«i.the«fonieEt  of  a  pfanfiil  deM&. 

''  My  nieee^I'^eiselaitned  Leieest^;  in  w^otn*  fttoi^ 'jasid* 
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prfelduiato#^4fTr^-tibi«;  gsciwidd^ughter  of  %be  great  Syi^erjr- 
^BLdrrPCiftlifeioSi)  iroyal  NortliTunberland !  Tliia  s3i&lLiaiiDi;  <&& 
Qd^ME^liiHdl.Clu^tecidom  sfajaJl  ring  with.  it.  .  OMiaiid  fseble 
49  iJlaw^)  iB^  ibotse .  ha^ii  still  its  friendB  -;  aad^  wo  shill  ixjf^we 
shall  try — ^Alas  !  what  can  we  do  P"  "  i     i  >  >. 

~^[^^ffatteM;olJ^I^7deftr^^eoloa»l,"'8aid  Lo*d.  CJaTej«liBhi^:"If 
9^^  Jl«(d^  (KUPAti^lf^  to  js^oh: difihonotia:,  she  ur  nbiongev  y<mr 
^iftmMfi^^^r  wo«*h  a  mngl©  tear." 

"Had  it  been  but  her  death — ^I  eou^  have  boame tt'i^-dj 
cQidd  «|^  bo^ire  found  oQmforl,"  said  Sydaej.  **  Sut  he]<  dis- 
li^9ilogarJe€Ffj9<^£ie  ncme~*-iiotjung.T'  And  he  jildided  toT'tkoinh^ 
tdllgnMiiiWi^mh  -of  hk  feelings,  in  a  few  hot  tears ^Mch.ali 
Lis  misfortmi«s*''bad  not  jet  e:dK>xted.  .  Btrt  diishiBg^^iheiis 
smAs^  ,ht^/esMxaed,  "  Pardon  me,.  fnendsli^Hl  6o^i»£QB£i  I  'dan 
H^/lc^i^r^rr^istrr^but  dt  will  pass — it  wiU-  passi  I  wiU  not^ 
shame  our  good  cause  with  a  weeping  m^^yr.  Gh,  1 1^ 
te^fhTv^ge^ffi^e.yet !  Th>e  sun  shall  draw  my  bloed4;0'lieanren^ 
H^^rCKOitk'ence  a ciamaoniclaud  shall  descemdin.tempesiBron 
this'  king-cursed  earth !  I  leave  my  vengeance  to  Iny  oovaittj^ 
Qr^9^Wt^tetvjr>  my  noble  countrjr*  avenge  me !  In&onofus 
^<^jlSil^WQ*€^rX:Ciin]iOt.  endure  tibiia  T'  And  again;  he  yidded 
|$)tiii8il^dll'Mft%$]^  of  sorrow ;  no  one  spoke ;  mitieacb  looked, 
a^Aelptb^if  jiri^  guflbing  eyes. 

/  ^SS%6t|  miui..  womto ! .  ooee  she  think  to  preserve  jny  life  <ki 
such  terms  P"  he  eBclaimed,  stai^n^  up^  - "  H]ad  -^8h&  a  drop' 
oitt$  Ufipd-iniberr^eiBS,  she-would  Know  it  is  impoesibld!  I 
leave  my  everlasting  curse  upon  her ! — ^tell  her  8<v.Mefvyn  I 
-•^"JndMr:  tbaie  Tas-OBy  4ying  weirds  to  her  in  Imx  gniky  pdoiip — 
a^hat|k>^^;itte  mm  'alceener  stroke  lluux  She  axe'  in  dot 

T.;'''S«iA^t4!9«0t  w»< shall  be  spared  the  anffuishofseeiitf  yov 
di0<*n"'^[;oift«L^dll:liT!e.  to  vengeanoe,-  Symxey!"  said-!  Jbard 
CavencUsh.  -■■.  "..• . 

^  r'^NoiT-Mi.l^vBm- if  Ulte. tyrant  bath  subdoed  her  boi^w- 
ya$9Msm^^iiB^^•i^h9^'^  BO,  I  feel  it  caaihot  be^- «aid  Sydiiey> 
Jfc  a*:v!»oeit)fi4ei^p  glowfo. ;  *'  •He.patdawd  Mervynr^^yet  the: 
same  night  murder  was  to  have  made  his  specious  cleaienay 
^vMBy  r,Si^.dla:Q8«Bl)tr4et  we  Hve«  BiD<i^  tiuwK/Crod  foe  itl  I 
can  now  lay  my  heiid  on  the  block  with  no  other  regret  thaiii 
tlult  Bvj^B '  Qwm  nm»)  ^mM>t :  apireBge  h»T4  -I  ^eaye  'that  rtaak  to 
jpu  ^tofwyA'l-'-H^aiejtiberj'th^  TV)^o^viakLe^  iiis  e^wn  life,  is 
ma^«i*oC. his.  enemy's! l-T^-sfid  the  .tyiWBt  f  ti^o  deprives  Iub 
-nctSBisof  aUlbope,  sBarpegas  ihe.  da^geb^ftflrhia  otrn  ODeast." 
.  ''I-  wiU.Hve,  Sydney,  I  sw«ar  art;,  heneelarth  otnly  toven* 
gd«Boe !"  BBclauned  Mervyn^  pna&ionately.  "  Thai  day;  thai 
AOttr»  thftt  lainnte  X  cease  to  live. for  veBgeaaee,  be  my  last !" 
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''  Yet,  after  all,  this  may  be  but  aaotber  lie  <]f  .HpwfurdV* 
fifdd  Sydney,  with,  a  sudden  gleam  of  bqpe.  ''Xta|(«  fifoane 
comfort  from  tlm  death-warrant ;  it  is  da^d  fcom,  Utai^ia^B 
oouncil,  at  noon-day ;  it  cannot  be  that  he  k  wearied  fi^^readj 
of  his  leman,  to  send  her  father's  head  to  ike  block.".  •^~ 

"  I  wiU  hunt  up  Blood — ^I  will  extort  &om  him  the  tcatii  of 
this  pardoiiL!"  exclaimed  Mervyn,  catching  at  thia  staraw  with 
equal  eagerness.  '*  And,  meanwhile,  my  Lord  Jj^ce^JkeaLmif 
to  Aumerle  House,  and  demand  to  see  his  niece: — ^I  tbink  it 
cannot  be  refused." 

"And,  Cayendish,  go  with  my  son;  your  TOresencr  will 
binder  his  from  bein^  questioned  of  men's  eyes,',  said  Sydney. 
"  But  tarry  not--bnng  me  back  swifb  news-^leet  <mj  heajt 
break  in  ignorance." 

This  plan  was  hastily  adopted ;  and  promising  to  roAnsm 
with  all  possible  ex]^edition,  the  three  gentlemen.  le&  4ibe 
prisoner  alone^  with  ms  great  sorrows. 
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A  CATA8TE0PHE.  "    ' 

MxBTS^N  and  Lord  Cavendish,  at  the  former'a  sifglgBatioa, 
now  bent  their  course  to  the  river,  to  go  to  Whiie&iaiB  by 
water.  It  was  late,  but  they  readily  procured  a  souUei*,  wbicu 
Mervyn,  who  knew  the  way  but  too  well,  undertook  to  guide. 
Long  as  the  terrible  phantasmagCMtia  of  the  popishi  pltft  had 
passed,  Mervyn  shudaered  as  he  turned  the  ruader  towards 
the  miser's  house  in  Whitefnars,  and  when  the  boat  ran  up 
the  dark  archway,  his  very  soul  sickened.  They  ;a£(eended  the 
stairs  gropingly ,*and  he  easily  pushed  open  that  4o^?  whieb 
be  womd  at  one  time  have  given  the  world  to  force*— -«ad  once 
more  he  waa  in  the  ruined  nail.  A  stream  of  moonl^ubslione 
throi:^h  the  fissures  of  the  roof^  audit  seemed  as  if  wearents 
of  the  intervening  years  suddenly  effaced  themsehre^i  and  all 
the  horrors  and  anguish  of  that  terrible  ni^^  jtei^xified  moMm 
bim.  He  half  tbpught  that  the  dufikky  figare  of  Oarewah 
was  a  phantom  of  the  departed;  but  these  visiosiBiFaivu^hed 
before  tihe  sudden  light  ;0f  a  torch,  JLhsir  footgtq^  had 
startled  some  one,  and  Tom  Hunt's  burly  figure  ai^GMSred  in 
the  gallery  above. 

"  Well,  Huntj  how  is  the  colond  P"  fiaid  Mert^ynj  stef^piag 
forward,  in  answer  to  the  scrutinizing  stare  wbiob  Tcm.  east 
over  the  hall.     "  Is  he  here  P" 

"  Captain  Mervyn  I-ris  it  your  bonoor  P"  said  Tom^  ^aktlj 
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ptLttMs;  U']^i£(tol  in  Hs  breast,  which  he  was  levelliQg  round. 
•*  F$itB,  I  am  glad  to  see  you — ^I  have  been  huntrng  all  over 
tliet<J#&  ft*  yon,  sir,  and  I  am  nigh  dead  of  fear,  Hiough  no 
^bidi^^ther:  Oh,  the  poor  colonel !— jon  will  hardly  Know 
lum — ^he  is  going,  sir,  going— rotting  piecemeal.  But  that's 
iiot^^e  worst  of  it  j  he's  dying  like  a  devil — howls,  gnashes 
iiis' teeth,  and  does  so  beg  for  mercy  it  wotQd  make  a  stone 
pity— ^hfe  won't  die  game,  I'm  afeard.  Who's  that — ^there  P' 
"A  fiiend  of  mine,"  replied  Mervyn.  **  Have  you  had  a 
surgeon  P" 

''  Yes ;  and  he  says  in  confidence  to  me,  that  the  game's 
ttp,'*  said  Tom — "  as  how  he  couldn't  last  die  night  out,  and 
that  if  he  had  to  choose  himself,  he  would  rather  be  burned 
on agridiron than  die  his  death." 

While  Tom  delivered  this  oration,  he  lighted  the  visitors 
throo^  the  gallery  to  the  miser's  chamber,  and  as  they  ad- 
Taneed,  tiiey  could  distinctly  hear  the  deep  measured  groans 
of  Blood,  like  those  of  an  expiring  bull.  There  was  a  narrow 
plank  put  over -the  well,  which  they  crossed  to  enter  the 
chamber  of  a^ony.  Hunt  went  before  to  announce  them, 
and  as  he  held  the  streaming  torch  over  the  bed,  Mervyn  was 
liorrorstruck  to  perceive  the  figure  on  it.  Blood  lay  on  his 
back,  convulsively  clutching  the  folds  of  the  rusty  counter- 
pane—his ftice  swollen  beyond  aU  knowledge,  and  covered 
with  ptcrple  blotches  as  if  in  a  plague.  His  mack  hair  lay  in 
wet  masses  on  the  piUow,  and  Ms  eyes  seemed  absolutely 
spouting  out  of  his  head. 

"What! — ^who  are  these  in  the  Idack  cloaks?"  said  he, 
gazing  "^dly  around.  "  Oh,  I  understand — a  ftmeral  P  Who 
18  that  yonder  P — ^ha,  Tom,  who  is  that  P"     And  he  raised 
himself  with  a  strong  effort  on  his  elbow,  gazing  intently  at 
Mervyn,  as  he  stood  at  the  end  of  the  bed. 
"  It  is  Captain  Mervyn,  sir,"  replied  Totn. 
**  lELOgae,  you  lie !"  yelled  Blood,  pushing  him  violen%" 
back.    ;"  It  is  Aumerle — he  whom  I  slew  in  the  Tower— 
eome  to  bear  my  soul  to  everlasting  fires !    Spirit,  I  defy 
thee  I    I  defy  all  hell !    I  can  bear  the  worst,  and  challenge 
imyre !    I  spit  upon  thee,  liar !    I  had  never  slain  thee,  hadst 
thou  not  Tesisted !  Fool !  was  a  Kttle  paper  wortii  so  much  P" 
"  It  is  thy  unhappy  conscience  shapes  thy  victim  in  his 
son.  Blood,"  said  Mervyn. 

"Devil!  to  cheat  me  with  such  musical  sounds!"  said 
Blood,  brokenly.  "  Thou  canst  not  forgive  me — ^thou  wilt 
not-— 'tis  to  'vme  to  feign.  See  how  implacably  he  glares  at 
me !  But  again  I  tell  thee,  thy  looks  have  no  terror  for  me ; 
I  feared  thee  not  alive,  and  I  will  not  dead.  I  shuddered  not 
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when  I  heard  thy  blood  dropping  on  the  iloor  that  n^JU— 
did  I  not  smile r — Thou  liar!  to  say  I  feared  ttee.la  thj 
bloody  sleep  of  death  !    Away,  away,  I  scorn  thee !" 

"  lietire  apart,  that  he  may  not  see  you  ;  it  will  calm  him, ' 
said  Cavendish  ;  and  Mervyn  stepped  behind  the  <}artain8. 

Blood's  eye  still  dwelt  on  his  vacant  place  with  great  and 
curious  attention.  "Where  is  he  gone  now?"  he  said  at  last, 
with  apparent  pleasure.  "  I  say*  Hunt,  don't  you  think  he  is 
sufficiently  avenged — ^look  at  this  carcase  festering  alive — ^tLe 
hell  I  feel  within — ^might  he  not  forgive  me  ?" 

"  If  he  has  any  marcy  in  him  at  Si,  sir,"  said  Tom,  whim- 
peringly. 

"Tom,  you  are  a  good  fellow,  but  you  will  come  to  thf 
gallows,  lad,  at  last ;  you  are  too  good  for  this  world,"  said 
Blood,  with  a  strange  smile.  "  Don*t  think  I  am  inghtened. 
because  these  tortures  wring  a  groan  or  so  from  me  ;  I  wCl 
die  as  I  have  lived — ^bad  as  many  a  future  age  shall  call  me. 
no  man  shall  say  that  hewho  stcne  the  crown  died  a  coward.' 

"  Curse  .*em !  I'll  sHt  the  fellow's  throat  that  saja  so. 
sobbed  Hunt,  overcome  with  this  dismal  idea« 

"  Don't  sniffle,  man — don't  come  the  cant  over  me  :  yet  I 
was  once  a  sabbath^goer  myself,"  said  Blood,  in  a  tone  idiicli. 
even  from  his  harsh  voice,  sounded  plaintive.  "  I  was  once  &» 
good  as  any  of  you,  and  could  weep  like  a  woman  at^e  sight 
of  blood;  but  evil  communication  corrupts  good  manners. 
Hunt.  The  court  spoilt  my  virtues.  Oh,  I  can  recollect 
bounding  out  of  school,  and  nutting'  in  the  woods — merry 
times,  merry  times,  my  liege !  But  whereabout  is  Master 
Mervyn  ?  would  he  not  come  ?" 

"  I  am  here,"  said  Mervyn,.  again  appearing. 

"  Ay,  indeed !"  said  the  colonel,  with  a  long  gasp.  "  Well. 
I  have  sent  for  your  motjher,  boy,  under  pretext  of  giving  up 
the  papers  and  documents  of  your  birth.  I  will  force  her  to 
do  you  justice  yet ;  but  I  loved  her  once,  too-w-ah,  too  well. 
She  used  the  strange  magic  of  my  despised  love  to  make  me 
half  what  I  am." 

"  I  care  not  for  her  nor  your  documents :  tell  me,  how  did 
you  procure  my  pardon  P— -Where  is  Aurora  P"  said  MerFyn. 

"  She  is  safe,  I  trust,"  rephed  Blood.  "  Oh,  yes,  she  is  safe : 
the  old  monk  has  saved  her — ^but  I  cannot  tell  you  now ;  Lady 
Howard  knows  best." 

"  They  are  coming,  sir,"  said  Tom  Hunt,  entering  fifom  a 
short  absence.  "  I  see  a  boat^  with  Parrot  and  a  muffled 
female  in  it :  I  warrant  'tis  she,  and  well  disguised." 

"  Sirs,  hide  yourselves  behind  my  bed ;  let  her  not  see  the 
wires  till  she  is  in  the  trap,"  said  Blood.    "Come  forth  at  mj 
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signal.  The  world's  turned  topsy-tiirYT !  There  was  a  time 
I  ^rould  have  made  mincemeat  of  ye  all  for  a  look  of  hers— - 
but  I  can't  be  damned,  even  to  oblk^e  Eleanor  d*Aumerle — 
loUj*,  jolly,  moUy,  folly !"  he  concluded,  humming  the  burden 
of  a  nonsensical  street-ballad  of  the  time. 

The  witnesses  of  this  strange  scene  obeyed,  though  scarcely 
knowing  what  was  intended,  and  Hunt  assisted  to  conceal 
them  behind  the  massive  bedstead.  The  well-door  opened 
-witli  a  sudden  gust,  as  if  an  impatient  hand  were  at  it,  and 
the  commanding  figure  of  Lady  Howard,  enveloped  in  a  long 
mantle,  with  her  face  half  concealed  by  a  black  visor,  entered. 
Parrot  lighted  her  with  a  long  flaring  torch  as  he  ffuided  her 
orer  the  narrow  plank,  and  the  countess  walked^  without 
uttering  a  word,  to  iier  accomplice's  deathbed.  Hulit  instantly 
broiight  his  torch  into  requisition,  and  lighted  up  the  honora 
of  the  scene,  but  the  lady  quailed  not.  Their  eyea  met,  and 
after  several  moments  of  earnest  and  emphatic  gaze,  Blood 
withdrew  his,  muttering,  "  Hard  as  ever ! 

**  Well,  Mr.  Blwd,  you  have  sent  for  me— I  am  here.  What 
do  you  want  P— -where  are  the  papers  P"  said  the  countess, 
witAiffreat  rapidi^  of  utterance. 

*'  Bring  light.  Hunt,  let  my  lady  see  me,"  said  the  colonel, 
with  a  deep  groan.  "Have  you  no  spring  of  pity  in  your 
heart,  though  marbled  over  with  selfishness,  La^^  Howard  F 
liook  at  your  miserable  victim — Oh,  £leanor,  did  I  deserve 
this  at  your  handi  P" 

*'  At  my  hands,  sir  P  what  mean  you  P"  ezplaimed  the 
countess,  mudi  agitated.  "  Am  I  then  answerable  for  the 
diseases  which  .Colonel  Blood's  riotous  course  of  life— or, 
perchance,  the  malaria  of  this  black  retreat  of  crime  and 
misery-—*—" 

**  It  WAS  built  by  your  ancestor,  the  wisard  bftron— he  who 
bored  the  infernal  passage  into  the  Bloody  Tower,  for  his 
felonious  pu]^K>se8  when  constable  there  P  said  Blood,  in  a 
tone  of  durk  melancholy.  "  Bitterly  did  the  punishment  faU 
on  his  race.  But  of  natural  causes,  I  had  not  died  for  these 
twenty  years.  Eleanor,  it  is  in  vain  to  put  an  ifi^orant  face 
on  your  work ;  your  prisoner,  Elkatiah,  hath  comessed  all." 
"  Elkanah !  tne  viUain  lies !"  she  exclaimed.  "  I  bade  him 
retard  your  cure,  in  sooth,  lest  your  new  idiocy  of  remorse 
should  interfere  with  my  plans ;  but  if  this  hideous  tetter  be 
poison,  he  is  a  murderer,  but  I  am  none." 

"  Will  you  swear  that,  when  the  eternal  record  is  before 
you  P"  said  Blood,  with  a  ghastly  grin.  **  I  would  fain  be- 
lieve—I  would  fain  believe  that  she  for  whom  I  have  lost 
soul  and  body  could  not  tiius  slay  me  like  a  mad  dog !  Alack ! 

2k 
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we  are  a  nest  of  yipers,  thed)  itiBg  eadi  other  for-lack  ff  iiBrr 

"  Yen  are  rev=«iged  to  the  gkit,  eolonel,"  aaid  tfaa.ooanAeiiB, 
leoovering  her  relentless  oah&.  ^  Hare  you  not  \0it  AmsOo^'s 
son  loose  upon  me — ^baffled  me  at  the  moniienjfe  wlwOk^X  'was 
I^KHit  to  be  Tidof  him  for  erer  \wit2Kmt  a  cnaie'^forvitti^  not 
Ms  life  forfeit  to  "the  laws." 

*'  Down,  down,  on  those  stiff  kneea  to  thank  Ood  ^v^er? 
homrtbat  I  hare  saved  him  £n>m  liiy  mnideapoiui  "kd^nifi"  -mo^ 
Blood.  '*  Is  he  not  yonr  son  P  Axe  yom  not  8telta«&id.mftiihis 
fether'a  Wood  r 

"  I  did  not  shed  it — ^I  defy  thy  maliee-to  say  so/'  exsliaiaied 
the  countess.  "  I  did  not  eren  oonsent  to  hfo  dea&f -tfndhct 
for  thy  nemioions  instigation***-!  did  but  bid  theevrodeaitL  the 
paper  which  would  have  rained  ns'  all-i-<*^w}io  bad»  tkiie»-kifi 
mm,  monster,  as  he  slept  P" 

"  Who  was  it  churned  me  up  to  madness  mbsB.  smaHiBg 
with  that  insolent  blow  P"  said  Blood,  fotcing  hiii»^  v^  oa 
his  elbow.  "  Who  was  it  spoke  more  than  aa  age  of  lixnds 
in  the  tremendons  silence  wherewith  thou  garest  wek  the 
dagger  back  a^ain  P  Who  was  it  instructed  me  in  tike  aeczet 
of  wt  infem«d  passage  P" 

''It  was  a  secret  which  I  discovered  by  mete  eihaiiee, 
deciphering  the  strange  papers  of  my  ancestor,  lor  wbiek  no 
one  but  I  had  patience, '  replied  Uie  lady,  de^bwaifeely. 
"  Again  I  repeat,  I  but  instructed  thee  -to  steal  that  £itel 
paper  while  he  slept,  and  if  the  deed  be  mine«  bittCTly  Iwcrv  I 
mid  the  forfeit !  jS'o  night  of  quiet  sleep,  no  day  ^  tiittMil 
w>u?ht !  he,  too,  is  false  for  whom  I  was  fakse  to  alL  •«'0]i* 
eonia  I  have  foreseen  these  times !" 

'' Wherefore,  then,  repent  ye  not,  Eleanor  P"  aaid  Blood, 
earnestly.  '''Tis  not  so  late.  Yoorsonstfflliyefl  "ygfliiisLUBd 
by  a  series  of  miracles — ^restore  to  him  that  whereof  you  Iwfe 
wronged  him-^his  name  and  heirdom.*'  i 

"Boi  !^ood,  nol"  said  the  •  countess^  gfiadiog  has 
with,  fie&dtish  hatred.    *'  I  am  of  th6  same  obstiiui.ta.lilgod 
tha^  yeot  shed,  whii^  pr^erred  death  to  surrender.   -Qiv^ 
tlbbe  paper8>  if  you  hare  taay,  or  I  go  without.    I  abali  fisd 
meai..  eii<nigh  to  ke«p7»nr  auniou  at  bay." 

*'  Deem  you  so  P  then  you  are  mistaken,"  said  Blood,  ank* 
ing  exhausted  back  on  Im  pOlow.  "  Those  papers  vrbaA  1 
sold  you  at  so  dear  a  rato-^^eyen  your  own  lett^— «re  awrebf 
duplicates ;  the  originlds  are  in  my  possession.  The  ■miomngr 
mgon  from  the  chain  of  the  garter,  with  the  earl's  irtiia^V, 
I  pawned  to  Slkanah.  After  his  late  mysterious  disappear- 
anee'*  (thia^  he  said  with  a  ghastly  smile),  "  I  ransaoked  his 
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■tr^tmiteB,  and  found  that  among  than.  BeTfeedy  as  he 
inutated  the  earrs  hand,  no  man  that  ever  knew  it,  Beeuu^ 
tliefii  compared,  but  will  know  the  origin^ — besides— I  took 
cave  tiiatr  yoara  shoold  be  written  on  paper  of  a  later  water* 
mark  than  his  death !" 

*'  Bk>od,  Blood,  what  ravings  ore  these  F"  exelaimed  Lady 
Howard. 

*•  Yes,' that  very  letter  ia  whieh  you  acknowledged  your 
80ti — the  eaxVn  attestation  of  his  legitimaey--^  that  I  found 
in  Buval's  ekak,  are  atill  in  my  possession !" 

"  Give  them,  then,  to  me,  as  mou  hast  sworn  I"  said  the 
ooontess,  drop^Mng  her  mask  in  her  agitation.  "  I  will  give 
titee  allr^yerythmg  thou  eanst  ask  I" 

*'  WiiSk  what  canst  thon  bribe  a  man  d;^Dg  in  the  midst  of 
these  bortors  P"  said  Blood,  solemnly.  "What  is  gold,  what 
are  riches,  pomp,  power — all  the  earth— to  ma !" 

**  Yon  cannot  have  resolved  to  betray  me — ^whom  you  loved 
cmoe  so  well,  dear  Blood  ?"  said  Lady  Howard,  in  a  tone  of 
meltmg  entreaty. 

"It  is  too  Iate--Yoar  talisman  is  broken,"  replied  the 
dying  man.  "  Yet  I  can  and  will  save  you  £rom  open  shame 
and  exposure.  Promise,  to  save  my  80ul,-tiiat  you  will  restore 
Aumerleto  half  the  estates  during  your  lifedme-Hsusknowledge 
hdon,  and  I  will  procure  you  terms^  for  the  rest." 

"  I  will  not — ^i  cannot !"  rephed  she,  fierody.  "  Coward, 
hare  yon  forgotten  the  blow  his  father  gave  you  in  the  Tower  ? 
Sla've !  he  spumed  you  like  a  dog." 

**  You  have  played  on  that  strmg  till  it  is  broken,"  said  the 
colonel.  '<  I  eannot  summon  gall  to  think  of  him — ^all  raj 
revenge  glutted  itself  in  that  infernal  blow !  Yet  I  would  still 
save  you-^*«till  the  magic  <^  your  early  power  is  on  my  heart 
Oh,  Eleanoiv  be  mercind  to  yourself-^force  me  not  to  expose 
yon;" 

"Do  your  worst!  I  defy  you,  trickster  I"  exclaimed  the 
omttteis.  **  A  deathbed  repentance  for  such  a  life  as  thine 
bat  makes  die  devil  laugh.  Thou  hast  betrayed  me  all  along 
>--4hie  wret^  Elkanah,  would  never  hare  so  betrayed  me. 
fie  had  done  his  work  like  a  man  but  for  thy  meddling  hand 
and  pretended  conscience,  which  is  but  a  new  trick  to  extoct 
money."' 

"He  didnot  betray  you;  let  us  acquit  his  memorr  of  the 
onlh^  good  deed  that  ever  was  laid  to  fau  eharge,"  said  Blood. 
"  indi  you  should  have  chosen  some  iMier  weapon  tiian  mv 
dagger— -tiiat  refinement  of  vengeance  betrayed  you  I  Elkanah 
was,  and  is  likely  to  continue,  very  true  to  you." 

"  Where  is  he  now  P"  said  the  countess,  somewhat  starded. 

2k2 


Ci'  qufdtl^"  coffinj^  in'that  -pfiiMlg^- whence  iinupderisliulqB 
tio  mcttiR-^Biflneid  iri  deep  atfiT  the  fotmdalttoill 


no  m€a^&-^Duriea  as  aeep  bb  tne  ronno 

himseilf,  not  k&dtviftgl  thai  I  kadi^bJK&tf&Hliir  B^^ 

lyfciie^  ezid,  ahd%o  heu  buried  ftlh^ '|>oioftr  rtaat^  rouim&i^tBTv 

"  To  what  point  of  hellish  turpitude  have  Ir«ieficb!(^pb''ii^hida 
to  heat'  thist  h^n^  gladdc^ixi^f  ^''  ^dili«^gQlwiit»,filJittLy. 
"•^'O]^^  Rood,  ^Idc^M^m  y4>^;^i4  »e,«[prlta.<^ift)edE)e»nii€faK, 
ik^  ^iksey^^cftae^tb  eham^  in^coliiMe'M^ctii^idMiDirpi^iii 
feture^  ^?e^,  "^hi(^  tniderstMtdk^ '  1^  £15^  oiriiffi^9v£&piat 

pellet  ma^a^^e  was  the  root  of  all  my  fnii1tfijrw>htijlif  1  iiT 
fcftt^  oH^tmo^et  till  I^U^'^to  ^ali]»9&*inn3tciir<thai  €rrer 
trod  beneath  the  heavens  uncroshed.  But'^itrfrabelfliiabiK 
%U]f8ed'  ^'efer.  Oh,  ^iotbiti^  Blood,  iifMbera&aH'i^iafiEL'die 
knelt,  bathing  his  handawithdi  f^h'«ftMinft'>**  -  brr^  "  ^irruH 
<  ."Biin^  the  papers,  Hunt,"  «aid  tbe''ecii>intrb«M|^'  "I 
%hWl';j4€fii^l£fer  '■  •>x  ^^rfidain  f  r. 

*)bd±^  c«»^e^fa]ly  sealed,  which  be'  laid  on' this  b^;:  tiukrodostfeH 

■Wiit^lied  it  eaj^riy.  '  >  .  v.-i-!X'-j^%  L.:. 

> '  "^Tbtioh  ihem  not!  jou  fihali  notre^etitMo^h  ^ii^EotftilbTata 

consent  to  do  what  poor  ja^ttce  can  yet  be4oiia  t"iTi||1i1Dwfci] 

"^Tul^k  th^s^  tears  to  a  gracioDB  accouBt,  imd  sdv^y^owt'^wn 

?  as  well  as  mine."        '        -       "  •  '-  ''^-^1  ^di  nooa  Ju'. 

Where' is  tiii§  son  of  mine,  tfaettPVv  «*>' 


'Mf^eiAy.    *<GHive  me  the  papers?  what  Mtiiti I  dxhSig^dmh" 

•H^j^e  met  Blood's,  whidi  dw^ltiipcto'^hdr^^ftilirijpMifaDid 
'fltid^^a^king'eaimes^Bs.        '    '■  - '>     'jq^^i 'nii  dii-r 

""^^'liwill^^^notdo;  it  i^allin  irain::  you  4if«r  s|iili^«ikitAifbr 
'  hi§  ^tooid  r*  esclaimed  the  colonel;  *^Uo\i  hcMyiAmefiidik^- 
'^^thefeses^!  4fcis'iime."  .  1.     ^  .  ;  us- ii.>owaoli0o*ic 

<".;  ^^;.]|^  4p6k^  thi^se  words!  a  c^ftttid^^e^oa^ioaifodvflKiiMd 

%^  lMird;%ftd  a  Wed^dio^edat  iket%»kp-iisk^iA)dfBjMtleK 
'^hey  aii^^e^^ihey  ^AM  !^^Hi&id  ihe  gleiutt  of*  wiorfeidbq'ib- 
'|)^ajfed«^¥e'/    At^be^^sato^laiafeMbrrj^iaiidLoA 

mhed^ot|1?,''a]id  Blocyd/risitig  "^heia^tit  ifi  Ua  ^fe^t^rfeUod, 
•^^'^m^'-  h^n  leii}^'  he)* !  t  y^  haiire  heard  h^r  conSlteiov;  I 

il«cttffekAr^intij«derV'«'rifeher^^^  !     ':-»;- 

'^'^B^ti'tlio^iilLdttr,^  mto^eksa  of  my  taiMett'*^  ex^btaned 
'^Mei^yn/451ti«6hi]fr«be  countess's  robe,  who  had  stlotadmp 

aaid^tbdd  l^"hi  a  tnagnifio^nt  atUtude  of  ^omor.    fiii 

/feilftih  sfeenjed^tdbteafl'her  paralyftia  of  surprise,  asid  uttamg 

<^f3:d:^lliiig '^hri€^,'Sh8«pi»ng  towas^  the  do 


ttfidllfdrgettrng'the  xidit!OWjaesQ'<>f  tbj&p^^fsa|^;P^^fi^j  Tasked 

iLbadod^j^r^^ iHowd^A iandjSi*  EliUip , Woyd*:   :  . .  ,  i .  ,. .  ♦ 
Howard,  wildly;  .  **  Maat^i?  Merifyiiii  j^.a^  .^»yvBAoxi«if.i^3L 

V  ff  hMtf.Lii4y1^&h^4iird.;jriietoRPll4^^ 
J»HdbJiiJQiBdclQafi1e|)d^b,^       $£^vya^  l^ft9al{^^too^ia,,j^i]gr)ia8 
'graq)?<n»hfedxi3>DW-itid8Jlt  .  A^  fQBojs^di-Ai5©J»  i&lppSrJaiWf 
soiptiiveckaftjaa  iml»dl<^4Mfel"  M€^ryj!i^;,t4^ew  hi&.-tprj^ 

lov^iiBijjqpfe^vftvropeiJjigih!?  aim^ofe; abet  gfodi.npt  dfe  flmaV 

f-'.[?^'fflEcr65»j(fine5la!ft  it)i$Jiiioibilapg  faiough,"  ^^cixeiail&e^  7«^ 
Hunt,  "aiidthej«WjMrater.ai  tM.hottbi^'f  ,     >      '  ,  i     :-.  ,i; 

I    "jpjttfcil^j^roanai  ielfi,  hoipiiie!"  ^clam^dMiar^ 
and  rushing  to  the  bed,  he  tore  its  massive  eount^i^^e  iioft^ 

^ffiftripiB  dSli^  «est>^]i«id^sta|k4i0g^  Hb  despera^  purpose  tii^ei, 
Thnawtkifwa^  e^^plet^^.  iik  afe^  lolmi^tesj,  fap^tened  $^jti^  rppf » 
and  securely  knotted  to  the  roller  above  th0-r^i^l>  an^  i^pgui 

..€avidildybiff»iigikt^4issuad0hita,  ])^rvynve^e^%'id^^e^^qnded, 
obaigbigimid  andngiogover  a  feate&d  dej^h,    ^  ,       :  1  ;- -rr -> 

<  w£)ajre9dsitriiMh6ng  the  tordi  aa&jras  possibledow^^altiin*,  4isa, 
but  soon  the  light  grew  misty,  the  voicea  .abovcf.  in4i^t^^» 
wmdaA(»e^sa6^A^m  if  » .blacl!:  ipg  surEonnded  him^  ;:9^  he 
'd«ndniidd>l>  HkuM^xt  s^sation  was  thatof  intd^rabl^E^j9§i(4», 

bMM»^^^kp3stiDgi^t-m  thQ:haj)d,  caused,  no .dirubt  ,b¥v&ic1|^ 
with  the  rope.    A  difiiculty  of  brea4^iiBg,  inQiseaaed  ,4^^^, 

•icasAmihigng'^^  nwe^in  his  ear^  w^ere  successii^  ppr^pfions ) 

-heL^baffuLi4}ieA  gidiy,  an4,a  dr^ad  aasaijbed  bi^  "^b^^t^  apT/ia 
about  to  swoon  and  abandon  his  hold.  -  ^dideo^ !  h^r  &^  ^ 

t}aBhB^ichroSrlioaarMmsl  i»  wifehihe  tad  fafi)t;ei^4r:ili^/pl^  as 

'itK>Mi»ieQ£<i]e9ti9te't|la$€^im  .hiS'  i^m^^J^^^moimgl  ^^^ 

jrtmv^ifiit^ie  jes^ended  to  jsafnua.gsippw^t  /^ildlyiate)i>t^,  wi 

^^i&FiQ^  t^abpiit  Ibriij^i  but  M§.vote^,WM;i?^j|rtji?iM^ 

!  loiieindibimBeU'td  a  sitting  ^powtion:  -poi  t^^^opla^^  3^..^»t 

desperately  down,  gasping  and  .^^apstrSt^M  Wih^  ^a8i#r 

'  breafk    Suddet^  he  grasped  .$Wie^ifli9.T^bA?biap&|99^  to 

him  caitber  like  hair  or  weeoa^  and  at  jlj)tt3c.^^v<?iipiQQt^  Oay^fKtiBh 

sentdoima  lapop  which  feU  hissing  ki.^teimw^,^wiiti^e 

ium  sufficient  light  to  see  that  Iia4y  £[jQ.w«7dJa|y.b^edi^i^e 

£lth,.aiid  l^bat  ^e  was  ga^pii^  c9J9-vuli^iye^^,M  jHie^i  j^en^ 


4M  wBvastmuLBM. 

was  now  atmcNit  eodiaustdd,  but  Hiis  sisbt  seemed  to  rmban  it 
ftU.  Obflerniig  a  projecting  pieoe  of  stone,  lower  ckiribi, -lie 
leaped  upon  it,  and  was  thus  ooliged  to  abasdon  bis  hOd  of 
tbe  rope,  which  flew  locmdj  up,  and  probablr  miati&EiBr  it 
for  a  si^ial,  those  above  began  to  roll  it  xrp.  ^Knowing  'wait 
an  »tt«nptB  to  make  them  hear  would  be  in  vain,  ine  Mzed 
tiieconntesB  by  her  mantle,  dragged  her  from  ihe  'iinHi;'jBd 
giving  a  snoematimil  leap,  regained  his  seat  on  the  plamic. 

Mervyn  fnew  not  whether  the  eotmtess  was  «iivo  aw  dnd, 
but  she  hnng  motionless  on  kksf  ann,  mA  it  >  was  aafy  by 
twisting  it  in  some  strange  manner  in  ihi  rope,  4&at  k^  was 
enabled  to  support  the  terril^  burden.  Hefeil  tlait-^ 
hznb stretched  severely;  it  seemed  as  if  teanB^ovfe^ba^tfa* 
joint.  They  hung  wavering  over  the  abyss,  bat*  stfly they 
were  rapidly  rising ;  if  he  could  only  cndmre  the  agonj  iKlkti£ 
longer  both  were  safe.  He  could  not  shout,  for  -  he*  icit^^kat 
sunooation  must  ensue ;  his  eyes  and  ears  seesned  boonrtaiig 
with  some  heavy  weight ;  a  deadly  sickness  seemed  to  €lt|iiiini 
laa  heart  of  motion ;  his  head  sunk  back,  his  am  fidML,  4md 
his  reason  tottered.  Suddenly  the  burden  seemed  liclrte&ed 
as  if  by  miracle,  though  he  felt  that  it  w^  still  on  &  ^mt 
but  clinging  air-like ;  again  some  wonderM  support  seemed 
to  raise  up  nis  own  sinHng  frame,  and  then  all  |frew  bx^it 
and  numerous  faces  seemed  straining  down  upon  him.  &a 
few  moments  he  was  on  a  level  with  the  margin,  and  Tomm 
arms  stretched  out  to  help  him  land.  He  now  peroeived^Aifit 
Hunt  had  procured  a  boat-hook'^  which  he  helped  hiat.iip. 

Howard,  Cavendish,  and  8ir  irlulip,  carried  the  WBtftched 
woman  to  Colonel  Blood's  bed,  where  they  atteoipted,  ftr 
some  time  in  vain,  to  restore  her ;  she  seemed  suffmn^  ander 
some  severe  internal  injury,  and  her  lips  bubbled  contiaAriiT 
with  gore ;  but  at  length  she  opened  her  eyes,  and  witti  a 
shriek  of  superhuman  agony,  nuide  signs  that  she  was  «Bffo- 
catin^,  and  desired  to  be  raised.  Mervyn,  who  stood  beside 
the  pillow,  raised  her,  and  as  he  did  so,  she  continued  to  lotk 
at  bun  with  a  wild  and  most  piteous  gaze,  and  ai  leagtli  ranr- 
mured,  in  a  tone  which  went  to  the  heart  of  aQ  preaent,  **  My 
son!" 

"  Eleanor — ^Lady  Howard — I  am  here,"  said  Howard,  ad- 
vancing eagerly. 

**  Howara— Howard !— 'tis  Aumerle^s  son  and  mine  V  she 
murmured,  pausingly.  "All  ye  around^^I  acknowledge 
him ! — Oh,  my  son— my  Mervyn ! — Oh,  that  I  oould  have 
thought  this  years  ago."  . 

'*  Son  or  no  son,  he  is  my  prisoner ;  he  hath  reaped  from 
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tike^kine'-fi  -ptiatm  o£  the  Tower  V*  tsaid,  JSawfixd,  deapcratelj. 
*'  Sir  PSilip*  I  call  fL|K>D.  you  to  arrest  him." 

'<>0a  Tdur  peril,  Sir  Philip — he  hath  hia  pardon !"  eio- 
otLaawd  JBlood,  staggering  up  and  failing  at  his  Length  on  tilie 
fl/b4r/ 

It  ifttroe,"  said  Sir  Philip^  after  carefolly  examining  th^ 
shiMnt  which  Merryn  handed  to  him.    *' And  mj  liord 

owacd,  X  do  think  it  becomes  you  to  think  of  other  xnattetii 
-vriuik  your  ooduiteas  lies  tl«u." 

Pardoned  V*  repeated  Howard,  aghaat. 

Pordotiedr  it  is  tme,"  said  Ladj  Howard,,  gaspingly } 

bat^ohy  at  what  a  fearfoi  price  I  Mervyn,  she  is  in  the 
kingVr  pewer^AnroTa  I " 

•  ^Nivt.if  Elkanah's  poison  teU  aa  truly  as  on  xne/'  said 
Slood,  wddi  a  deep  groan. 
-  ^  Oh,  then  the  meaauio  of  my  Crimea  is  complete !  Howard, 
do  ffcm  desert  me  even  in  death  F"  exclaim^  ih»  unhappy 
conntaas,  nmiking  a  con^rulsire  eSort  to  rise,  and  sinking  shuo- 
cLsrin^ly  bade  aa  Howard  turned  away  witii  bitter  scorut  she 
exobninied,  "  Oh,  hearen  have  merey  on  my  soul!"  and  £dU 
adaivjg^&D^  on  hear  pillow  in  the  agomes  of  death. 

XheTpaanfol  scene  waa  aoon  over,  and  iust  as  a  surgeon^ 
hastily  summoned,  entered,  the  spirit  nad  filed  from  its 
Jaoeroted  fleah. 

A  brief  examination  satisfied  the  medieiner  of  this  fact,  and 
Howard  seemed  then  to  be  touched  with  the  fate  of  his  un- 
fortaaate  and  guilty  eonntess.  He  wept  profusely,  and 
diHsoted-  her  remains  to  be  immediately  earned  to  Aumerle 
Hbnfie,  an  office  which  was  principally  performed  by  Sir 
Bhilip  Idojrd'a  soldiers ;  and  he  himself,  without  taking  any 
fafedMr  nonoe  of  Merryn,  followed.  The  surgeon  was  aboiii; 
to'foUoWy  when  Blood,  who  had  now  crawled  to  an  acm^chai]* 
where  he  lay  groaning  miserably,  called  him  back. 

*'  I  dm't  bear  this  anjr  longer,  doctor !"  he  yelled.  "  I  am 
buissting  all  0Yer,^and  still  tms  cursed  skin  wont  split  and  let 
out  n^l)oiling  blood.  Give  me  something  for  ease — ^what  you 
v?ill — ^a  bowl  of  laudanum,  doctor  I  I'll  give  you  a  guinea  for 
every  drop." 

"  X  ou  are  dpng  of  the  plague,  sjr  1"  exolaimed  the  horrified 
medieiner.  '*  It  is  the  black  plague  of  Italy,  and  a  goblet  of 
the  purest  wine  would  be  as  mortal  to  you  aa  the  atrongest 
poison." 

''Say  you  so,  Master  Galen P"  exclaimed  Blood,  eagerly. 
''Tom,  bring  me  a  glass  of  brandy,  camerado,  for  <M  ac- 
quaintance sake ;  I  teel  it  will  do  me  good  now," 
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.gti»t,  jritt[!teipBi,iiB  to  ey!P8iJbi»oii|^t  a  tonhkrjv 
CUM  qficffecl  «Af  <>iijectioAtf  he  filled  it  to  the  liriiii^«i 
ittc^Bk)^  .v3^4|iWa.9^gh^>1^4i':ii^.a«:fl$ic« 

"  -Ihoa  «it  \im^  wilt  «ttit  ft  TOttiii^wmr  I «]»  ga«li» 

miftf  hftBg  &y  €lew)apB»  m^i  S9AH  Uyi^d  thPiii  fjlwiWli  M^ 
h«;74tiaokeii '%  ooffii.  WihniK  th*^  htfqgdd  th^S  a<Mtjptf4»' 
Bn^p,  wiah  .m«  9^  g^dd v0j/ig^ ;  I,ft|».4t  (liji  iiliii|Pi|iiMiMif 

m  return  to  the  Tofw^ry  mi  J»3i  j^  #«?tuiililiiJiiij  lU- 
tli^E^  iilkb%  flaToomgthe  bis«Qdy  li^it  l|i%ji|i[^  hniiiiidiiit  itJt 

is  |i^  j^tzuii  Tom.    Xhinkj^«9!»^^(9!^Mai[^  ^fMtfd^ 
centuries  of  penal  fires — ^but  what's  ihe^j^^fh^^Pmtst^  &r  8^ 
who  Biil^  m  alif  will  do  wha^  h^e  likas  Jfnjtk^^-jipiy^fmttlfi 
infiiet  -  wluit  suieiiAg.  hejiFill,  j^i9a».€of  aU  fj^tmtg  jSiftJWil^ 
eodure  it,  for  he  ia  the  aaateiv  and  liat^  j^f  PQfPfS^MlA^: 
Then,  taking  the  ^y^  m  hia  -sweU^^Jiaafdsiihi^.Bi 
b|»ady'tQitad|«g8.    The-elOfecf  was riim)eked#il%A^ 
oi^t ibiat b9  was  on. fire, he. sprang -maaid dtdipilu 
rooQi  i|L^p«i<^jr«n»  of  #c;obt.    2)^i|ding  ii^h^J' ' 
throw  himself  mto  the  well,  OaYendiaEL  sMiioiic 
tb9K»» while  Mevf^a  ende&voui^ed  to  soothe. him 
But  it  waa  aU/in  vain,  until  hia  raving  ap4  £qI83>j 
h}9i>  whevi/lie  aunk  senselesa  on  the  floor. .  ..     ;>  n-  ^^o^H^ 

"  Iirt  pa  .leave  this  .duucnel-house*^!  TijH  J<|V#  igUpMyftof 
thQie  papert^il;  is  time  we  weoro  with  ^dMfiToJ^tfvT 
Ga^lOMliiih,  hurriedly,  and,  in  £i43t»th«  ^m^rni^  %ht[^^en»j^. 
br^i^n  thai^Qomy  seene«  .M^r?yn  iwflcUly.K^Qfl^lMdlliB^ 
axid  ]R}9roitpr9mising  to  witnesath^  last  JiioniaE^i^f jflwpfjoft- 
lfl|td^»  and,. with  1^  sensationrof  extre^ifr/feU^^  J%9|[  SsmA^ 
themselves  in  the  fresh  air  onoe  mosei. .  ;j>..r  \  -Vis^a.  boa  eof- 

■■  !  '.    -^  .  .    :   '       •     •     ..■•'.'    '    .  ,  '■  ■"  \y.  S.t^s.'oi  lir/ssL  9dT 

'.  .t*     ^    CHAPTER  il43UG(«  .^ji  tgii  moift  *i  ii^f 

, A , w^iA^f  .  ,^-  i^xBqctioir,;^  .^::^f  vlT-^"' 

Tbi  tvso  £ieod«(Xtitiin»<idto  ih«  Tower^aodr  Mf^MibJiilp% 
the  ^dal:ds.s^il^  a«Undtt0dij>bem.at  the^  )i^at«iia«Va  qismv. 
13b(9y>^iiiid;Bydney!wdth'the  Jlarl^of  Xeie0Bter».'lbii^  «a  Jhe 
lo^ed  xaotoei  composed*  Mervyn  ventured  to  bope  he.  Jhad 
heardi^Qddnefw^i  %daey  repliadi  /with.amelatiehol;p«ai^, 
that  Sir  John  had  been  to  inform  him  that  his  ejCaoutiOli  waa 
ordered  jToc  /IhHtjdaT^  b«t  that  his  brother  oouldi  hianiifLofting 


A  MASEIA&S,   AH  'tBS[W&&^^  AND  A  FINIS. 

<^'rJbimm^ms9^^9A,  ike  liiid  l^ft'j^i]aa^!$6r>!H^te4&  ike 

tm^iei;^  ^^'^dwitdiH'^  Weoikt&biAe^fT^ik  t&ese  s^tilitf  ptb-' 
TiAAiBr^Stoi^  i^4m<l  ^sped;^  %iit  dudd^lil^  fit2«^  Vi(;b  ike 

but  it  Beested  as  if  kd  mAgpvic^i&]f^V>^MoiSdCii^s^ 
nirik&^xftbMA  lifi^^ia|%bl»i%^^&l(''6tnbQ^d;^d^t^ 
neTerdieleBS,  with  much  afiPediclSSf^^df^seeiafted  tb^^eo^SgiS;^^  • 

jl^pffi^  ittilm^'tt  t^f^^  waft'  b^aiMl  ibt  i&e  -^d^yoYi  imd  B& 

ol#iiitii^^liii4  I^Mfi^  w)»^Ft«id.  i&  a  larg^  bkok  dteyals.  :/lLl{ 
rofiiil|fi«&^%f*priSey'i''  -  •■  -        •  ••■  '  '•    "  ^' 

•*»i«l»«ri-ltoa^iit)t  ^toVfr  ail  «n>wrelcoine  Tii^(^,  h^u^  B<f 
fi^^^m^i^.  }  I'im' J()lai  <^^  CH^»  wlra^m  kne^^iiiikfi  :^xl« 
kllil«^^0rfltaS-8Wil»y?*-^;«^  by  yotat  tewre;'*    -^  •  ^   • 

T^iii^l^Wmg^bliek  W  koodf,  he  reyeded  thi^  beaulifU  bid^ 
v^e»f  AMlly^Mililres  <>f  4:ui^i^  &fd&ejr»  A  fkiirt  iitn^  ^yed ' 
ii|bfitwr^;'wMek  'Med  a%By  taider  th^  setei-e  ?  5Ai^^  ]p^6- 
t*ft«*»i%aa(e-'df%'dneT.    '   ^   "    ■ 

'^Fidlilr  I  ni&arei^t  &th«r !  da  j&tL  not  bioti^  itte  ?''  ^  aiS^i 
iifanaitt^lliili^fc^,  hit  fbr  the  deep  stilhieds  aro^and.      ^  '    -  i 

"Prithee,  who  are  you P"  replied  Sydney,  #itt  a k»k.<^' 
stifeliiiiftifenidi^taflon  that  his  whole  sooIiseeiBeed  ibBk&&. 

bv  ii^^M^ell  you,  sir,"  said  Olita,  tajdng  her  hand  eueoli]^ ' 
ii^f  /  '^M^IS  4;h^  i^rest  aad  most  virtuous  of  maideii)B>  #alit- - 
i^g^l^khkrg^lm^  the  hoUneas  of  death  to  fit  her  forele  whitfc^" 
T^if^ptskiafaitt  of  •  vil*giu*martyrB !  Listen  to  mch^I  >5»i8  ^fti^- 
•ofa€ii£bb  li^  or  e?«ry  offi^ee  but  what  an  angel  inight  ha^e^' 
done  and  never  dinmied  his  alnaranth/'  -   '   -■  '  >■  i  >  '• 

The  Jesuit  looked  at  Sir  John,  who  took  the  hint,  and  im- 
mediately retired.  He  then  refaited  those  particulars  with 
which  the  reader  is  already  acq^uainted. ,  Aurora  had  but  just 
.awoke  from  her  trance,  Itnd  in  ot)edie^o^  to  her  passionate 
request,  he,  }ia^  brought  her  to  the  Tower. 

"  My  child— ifiy  owii  ''  child— thy  '  'm&el  faotfief  s  true 
djM|^w«4^ikkr  moment  is  dea^^  tone  lUbuiiia-tt^lkid  t&&B 
of''«id&  iife  as  thy  dishonour  cotdd  -ha^  ^^tbdmsklF  e^c*' 
clahned  Sydney,  clutching^  her  to  Ms  b]«ea«t^  ^^^Gkwd  molds; 
I-^igiT6  ike  Iraman  motives  that  may  kwfe<min|led!^ththis 
heavenly  d^of  thine.  Your  party  neiidis  m^^lodd^i^ 
does'my  caittse r*   ■  ■   •  ■••'  »  •«   •  •  i*.- i  n  J  >i.  i.^  j.- ■! 

'^Oh,  HQtf  father,  and  m^Bt  yoti  di^^^'  weptJAtfrwa.  v^'^B 
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is  no^  yet  too  lfttc**-*le«re  not  t^j  ciinie  upon  zne,  and  I  can 
jet--jet  sare  you !" 

"Wh«fe,  wouldst  thou  pxesenre  at  sack  fatlionileaa  in- 
&my,  my  diild  P"  said  Sydney,  tendezly.  "  My  lifbiW-Mftjifr 
idnch.  nature  will  soon  deTnawa  as  a  juat  debt  P  WeitkL  yoa 
deffftire  me  of  the  etenial  glory  of  dying  ftirthe  gzest  finrah 
people*  to  linger  on  a  few  ahort  yeaca  of  mdaial  a^B^  lie. 
my  true  ohild !-— old  and  running  to  the  lees  as  is  aoy  life,  I 
would  hav^  poured  the  dregs  out  witii  mine  osm  Juad»8o 
preserved  I-^I  must  die,  sveet  ianiooeBt  ^'^^^^itn'  bJood  k 
needed ;  it  will  fertilize  the  ncbW  oak  of  .Tj^ngtiBn:  liiaotfty,  to 
bloom  for  eyerlastii^  ages  !  Were  my  naiabre  noMl-but  ^.foc? 
sterile  rock«-wiknown  to  £ame  and  serec  t^  be  Jcdawnp"»*«liB  I 
would  have  died  cheerfully  in  hear  oaose ;  but  for  may  "BWigtom^ 
my  mighty  land,  destined  to  extend  her  vast  asmstcnwriMtf 
ilae  etaik,  the  mother  of  natbas— oh,  who  so  baseDaatoiiifefuse 
a  million  liTes  to  her  needP  And  to  the  ktost  age,  totte 
latest  hour  of  recorded  time,  shall  Sydney's  name  oe  daet.to 
this  vast  people — ^known,  Wed,  reviereuoed-**aa  far  as  tiie 
oeean  spreads,  which  they  shall  rale  T* 

Aurora  continued  to  weep,  but  she  seined  to  huk  ataBcogth 
to  speak,  and  Sydney  repeatedly  kissed  her  bronr  with  pas- 
sionate grief.  iBut  some  pleasant  and  soothing  iib&  seemed 
suddenly  to  beam  on  his  agitated  souL 

<*  Thou  hast  it  at  least  in  thypoww  to  make  •  my-'dleBik 
happy,"  he  said.  "  Gk>od  monk,  perfect  ^rour  wddb-HBiariT 
this  youth  and  maiden,  with  the  dymg  biessingof  Aem  firthnf 
Jjet  me  Uve  to  see  them  wedded,  as  1  have  secsetly  JK^ped  1 
riioald." 

"  Brother  .^emon,  to  whom  would  you  w^d  ovy  .maoer' 
exclaimed  the  ISarl  of  Leicester. 

'*  To  the  son  of  my  earliest  and  dearost  friend»<*£sii 
Aumerle,"  replied  Sydney.  ^*  And  if  he  were  a  begflp'e  aoa. 
nature  enrols  him  amonff  her  greatest  nobles  I  ^Titt  yoa 
pleasure  a  dying  man,  father  P"  ,  • 

'"  Wed  Merryn,  now,  my  father !" 

"  Mourn  me  as  long  as  nature  prescribes,  my  ohild*  bat 
give  me  this  consolatson  in  death,"  said  Sydney,  (Motlv* 
*'  Let  Mervyn  rep^nrd  you  but  as  a  dear  sister,  till  eacani- 
stances  allow  of  a  more  open  and  splendid  marriage^  My 
brother,  Leicester,  hath  sworn  to  protoet  you  with  his  Me. 
At  Penshurst,  surrounded  by  a  powerful  family — ^by  the 
phantoms  of  your  murdered  friends — you  are  secwure.  Mer • 
vyn'a  life,  as  England  now  stands,  cannot  be  safe  within  its 
confines ;  let  him  to  the  court  of  tiie  Prince  of  Oran^e^  with 
a  letter  from  me,  who  am  not  wi&out  hoaour  in  that 
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soTereigiir's  dgbt.  Then,  wlien  tsme  liath  turned  the  sharp 
edge  01  yonr  grief,  and  he  hath  won  such  meaiw  as  maj  Iceep 
you  faolh'iiom  poreHy,  let  him  retam  and  olaam  his  bride, 
Tritk  Heaven's  sanction  and  minte.  I  haire  nought  to  leave 
yon,  diddren,  but  my  blessing :  the  rest  is  confiscate  to 
tbe  tyzatfW^bnt  better  days  are  coming.  Again  I  tell  yon,. 
tlie-bloio4.'of  patriots  qnendies  not,  but  feeds  the  sacred  fire 
of  liberty." 

''  Qk^  me  a  right  to  die  for  yon,  dearest  Anrora,"  said 
^Mlevrftt,  withde^ and moizmM  tenderness. 

'*  HeA^eo!  appTOT0B,  my  child,  and  I  am  willing  to  perform 
my  part,"  said  Olira. 

^^  tfiAy,  giTOHotway  toweak  samples,"  said  Lord  Oavendish. 
<«  This  IS  all  that  can  now  sweeten  the  draught  of  death  to 
ycnr  ooblo  Mher." 

**  BdA  »y8«r  life--yocir  Mfe,  my  father,"  sobbed  the  unhappy 
lady*  **  Oh,  must  I  carry  to  the  grave  the  bitter  thought  that 
I  mmht  have  saved  you,  and  did  not  I" 

^  It  is  not  so ;  I  Know  it  was  never  intended  to  save  Syd- 
ney's life !"  exclaimed  the  Jesuit.  "  At  the  council  which  the 
king  left  you  to  attend,  York  wrung  from  hnn  tiie  signature 
to  your  ikther's  death-warrant." 

Aurora  asade  no  farther  scruples,  but  never  was  there  so 
sad  a  wedding.  Pale  and  almost  insensible,  she  stood  by  the 
man  to  whom  she  was  about  to  plight  her  faith,  in  the  presence 
of  that  fK&er  <m  whom  the  scythe  of  death  was  about  to 
deseendt  Merryn  was  obliged  to  support  her  trembling  frame 
during  the  cetemonj,  though  he  Imnseif  was  so  agitated  as 
scarcSy  to  falter  lorth  the  responses.  Sydney,  however, 
rested  not  tiB  t^e  link  was  rivetted,  and  all  ne  held  dear  on 
earth  was  confided  to  the  brave  and  honest  heart,  whose 
aspirations  after  ihe  great  and  good  he  had  himself  directed 
firom  early  manhood.  Oliva  never  went  without  his  breyiary, 
and  tfaey  lacked  nothing  but  a  plain  ring,  which  Svdney  pro* 
cured  by  breaking  the  diamond  out  of  one  whicn  he  wore. 
The  ceremony  was  eoon  completed,  and  Oliva  blessed  the 
bridal  pair  with  pious  fervour  as  they  knelt  to  receive  the 
closing  oenedietion.  Sydney  raised  his  dttoghter  in  his  arms, 
kissed  her  afiectionately,  and  said  as  he  placed  her  hand  in 
Mervyn's-^ 

**  Be  happy,  my  children.  I  have  repaid  you,  Merryn,  for 
all  the  generous  valour  and  love  you  luive  shown  for  me.  I 
give  you  here  my  soul's  last  and^choicest  treasure !"  Then, 
seeimng  to  recollect  something,  he  added  placidly,  *'  It  is  not 
till  to*morrow ;  but  I  need  some 'little  pause  to  recollect 
myself.    You  shall  return  to  me  at  noonday." 
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^  Gb,'  let  m»  «tev  with  yba^^  my  fstiier  !^'  wdd  Asdiona  '  **  I 
hATe  » thousttfd  taittgs  tO'^a^uMa  thoogaad  forgiffeuciijwlu  ^ 
atk,  Yoa  w«ir0  alwa^  40i |e^,:0(y  kincf,  eo'tsndtrio  mj 
faults,  and  I  luiir<)  cttotiied  ycna  MUMU^y  80iRO\vqr/'^n  tol  .- 

**  Ifev€r*<me,  mt^datliiw  c^df^'^aidfiyiiliicyv'^B^d];^ 

^  Oh,  but  I  'ixngfit  hsercf lim^d'yiiAz  1^  i^eaeMi  lyot 

more,  had  I  foreseen  this  moment ;  I  oonld  haxfefkoiud^jmrn 
lafe  flomuchhaftokf/*  We|)rtr^<)brAtaora*^ij  vi;  fe-vrfioid  "oiri 
' '  '^'No/tt^  diMehtei(,''Vfsid  SjdmyrMongt^-?iai^boi[n^'*to, 
not  on  eiimt t  •  Go  v^ktihy  jotxr^^nde^^vad lifhutmnnmibeaaKti 
iigliiii;%H»  but  tj^*pwcti  aiP  j^dodr^  Bi%ai{l^iasmb«r^iia^«»^aA ; 
and  I  am  'p^miaded,  in  tlu^'inteto  Aseisfjrtofmjqgad^-rvt 
riiAlIsi^e^^io  tai4i(rdfthtt1rkefe  i^idietoksBro^v^vrim^^or 
dBA^,  nor 'teft»r, 'iftiall^d'i^^coitie  I^  i' rr    t" jqwa  of  om  sin 

1^1^  was  ACMflething  tfoineJi^«6B^lilfisad)in:<lBinQ£patiiij; 
wentdA^  thift  it  seemed  as  if  Aiu^M/osaprbhbndQds^^ 
lt>n^  Hngerkrf  look «f  lo^>wa»'ib6(lB8t^iindslHriqB|bi^ 
iiitoierfa" 


i^  iiftolber  lather's  (mitstfetokedBStaBi^  •  -  j,:',b  I  doiHw  .i^; 
'  "^  Tak€(  he#  a;wa^  troW'^^'toi'^fotirlwife;  Loddestesri^aatCwifi 
tottremeuAKshpAin^*'  mM  Bydtsef'^rand  itoArlTaddtlfani 
^iri^niiksh^lAovedt^seftmleSB'mde.  ly  ..v^  ^^dticV:: 
'*  If,  Colonel  Sydney,  you  need  any  spiritual  ai^abihat^ 
bej^Oiiya. meekly;  W  Sydney inten^m^  iroY 

'  "  N^**  i  Will  Dot  giVe  my  long  life  the  lie  athukohiSfydam 
and  his  good  ea«se  need  no  intercetsors  irilWiffn||wiii  T 
^^igard^the  Beiiy  aa  l^estAe  judge  betwaenrSMaaifi  mBBi  Hu 
"ifretttate,'  I regEodreligioin' as « diTine'<esBaooe,aliii&<^]iiKjio 
i^eil&ttce  on-exterior  forms."    -  . .  .-.Trir  -  oraoa  oi  ,sm  i' : 

-  >^  ^dj&ey,  yoTiitfe  a  sreat  said  a^  gobd^^mmi^  hnd  ^oaiekky 
i^^^««ai -yon  so,"  sM  &ya^  extendms:  :hianiufaii&  .^dPVhkb 
H>f'Uritf  nght  I  knownot^^hntl  woud.dieiih  «^9&»,js 
Vofe^ (tie  ifi  yours.'*  .       -.  :    i  n:j;ii:4  Tj/iiioa  iKL^w 

^  IThegr  wningresidi-othet^fi'handQ^  m  si^enoa^^anElrfHBlad'ifir 
•ever.  'I^dney  i^tsred  to  dress^  himbelffor^^wiiJUdpaod 
the  brid^  i^o&ve«rsa;lae(a'w]bie}i''en^  befa^6e;r^nfiwrfyiiiaid 
^  eitflv^'pioteetd]^  wtti'  broken  >bj  iheieBttfaDda  dbmMktiber 
of  gentbmeto:  ft]nd(m»ii<»^Myt]b^  to^tfaa  A^bMi^ 

ptoitiiol^'  01iy^ithlati>  tetire&^'WiiihiaK  aasamms  tbjoBke^ 
thlit^lte^wo^  kAk  tsr>lii»>w«l&re.  -!    'r  .^.^fv 

'  Bjtdliey^r^appeaffeiL'  yei^  soon,  in  a  auk  of  fakck  ivefaret, 
i9«re&e'iiJ|drdigitt&6d,iasafat  were  mevelyan  avdinary  aMBtisc 
iof  ids  'ii^aids.'  iHi*  bifdther  now  retconied,  and  aiUBwacea 
that  Aurora  was  still  insensible,  aad  was  in  i^he  caxe  of  his 
wilfe.  ..  i   i.   .   -   '      :  -J      ■• 

"^^^Ui  bi^t^er  Philip,  yon  will  be  good  to  her P^  aaid 
Sydney,    r ^  iiet  vk  <l<nrgive  and  forget  oiu^  fbdidi.  lavsidi^  aad 
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only  recoikid;  jihii^  '^e  h^id  oae^  molkettia&d  l^9tiiin:<nu*!yx)utbL 
we  V  k»»r'blQji{  togetiier ,  !ui  ..>^e  i^axbe v|;ireat  (i9i9m,  :  iStieil  OiP^ 
tear^  brelLflivfoi!' A  die  T«ry,ik%P3^  sM^JfiT^mf  poor  cldli 
Come,  let  us  emjibanteof  pijrdift  vePOA^ct  howoiit  Mciesy^  iiithflir 
ble8sa4^[iM<ilK)tii.Trheii  jie^wt^,4*iii5^te^  owvsmodi^?  will 
her^himbi^  mMemeu  ^  Wtilidt  W6>p{«?ied,ai  gc^4  friends 

tt^.-mO^ifift'jlUU.?   i    .'A'   i    ,  f'.   .;i.  'irr  •-•'fit  ;•.."..-.'        ;     i.  ;{;     •.-,    r.- 

llie  brothers  agaiiiieiiiiir  Actd^  fuel  XnekosileriSQbliedi^adibi^r 
o  rf  *  ''!&tef.'d^]{|c^>^eniAii^''r'.lM^^^  &lmm^ifLSrd^ar  to 

-f /^^w€i^i|;ieatiaiaei)vlli<«^  djmik\  ta  j<mi^.:gQpdzbe»^^  .fm^ 
l■l^eting^)8ll  som^init^ute  d^,r*  exmHuedr  By^n»^. 

gave  me  to  supper.  Ducate,"  io.ftdd«d»i  temog-  to.tWfa^j&ftd 
Mtaios^mlk>ai\&BU9Qief99^^  ^s  ,«<nar«w, .  -  ^  Bjiai^f tne 
]B^|^ib^9kIdxtilC)«le|ai«ftg^J^  Tl^,  m  mf  o^^ 

ter,  wmch  I  desire  jamtQicim'^tj^Ma  bigb&essi  the^iPrizDQ^ 
i6f/Otenge;»r^^iiy.  copyrlJearVe  with  ]/^ii»  &o4^  Leie^ster; 
kiEdlthiKliimkaid  to  ;give4h&^eii&  oo^tfae  deajioldi  bii^;J 
doubt  they  will  find  it.cDntieBieiiJr  l0'Sii|>pres8  itr-as  ia^  as  .in 
'ii^kesiilBte;'^-''^^  . .-    ..•■.'■'  ^  •.     -  ■  .^       .     .  •;;    '.....,      1, 

''  You  dfrnot  think  io  address  ^he  pepple^^tiien*.  bfotil^ear  £^!' 
«aidb^£eic0Bteiix  j*^  It  shall  .be  well,  for  tx^mpiAiAt  Aild  up- 
braidiDgBEHHiivt foitheriiiriitaiteyoi^^  ■ .  ^  .^ 

V  U<  ^Bv  iiid&fiir!ihat^  :B)i%;'  said  J^jdne^ 
iJtad&Il^iiiilDeyoiwe'the  'poorer  sort,  who  will  W  there,  tp  ire^ 
for  me,  to  some  outrageous  act  which  will  but.b«the#ic{  ^0^ 
TJk-itiho^  hnd  juxb^wish  put  the  8toiib:of  tjroiuiy.  v  Mai^oTer, 
iiniii¥&^e,  iiBd..'thfiiigqrchDrsea80ii»X[ii^t  pro^eimp^j^mSld^ 
^  cSBVj£eW  iieard ; ;  ao  >  I  wiU  lea^e-  mj  appeal'  to^  a^t^pgiie 
whicn  neither  kings  nor  crowds  can  silence,  ■  A&iX  Um^ 
j$te  ikHteqfnJQLnoDjBoc  in  ^Endbod ^hen  no  xaan  shfdl? b4»viifk'aid 
:to8b^i<Aia»'^ikurers;:  i:driftk  to  all  ji^ow'^ood  eatjlies/Vh^ 
(aaadia^ieBiluyi:; ''^'-aiod  t&4racha^pj^.TeHiixuu9«v>gfinti^^>''  .-' 
'    .AAjimxSL  tibeo^iioast^  in  ailene9^,>Qitc^^M)^^ii&:wj|9S0  Ups 
'tretaUsA  aoithst  h»  dared  noi  tsiog^  tii«/w«Mr toi4hen^#  .^ ' .    * ' 
'  .^'.il&di^  B^^BOB^''  aaad^Qi^'i^ex^E^ 
last  glass  we  shall  ever  drink  tog«iher^  ^IM  biat:S9rg0iim^* 
nor  /the!  eanse-  foar.  wbich  !■  sxiff$tn7  (ftei^^emii^il/  pUB^H^^o^ 
remadE,  I  die  at  peace  with  all  meh/aad,totffir::^fti)(iy4>#w^aal 
feeing-  are  oono^mtad^  even  witik-'thds«:  !^o  jurR^/Wl^iiLg)^ 
my  comitry  of  her  liberties."  -   •.  Ihu  ?i77.fri;./.   t.,;: 

Awarder  now  entered  and  whispered  to  Sir  John,^b^ 
apolo$i;izin^  for  the  interruption,  ii^t*iaed>.SjfdliQy'jEiha.t  the 
aheriffa  of  Ximdon  had  sent  m  to.  demaoidjhisrMdy.    / « 


804  [wBxrasvuuBS. 

''IdenjthattkejarotlMftherii&of  Londoii;  tliid^  «l»dtkm 
was  in  violatHm  of  tiie  eity  chftrtera,"  said  Sydiv^,  wittnk. 
''  But  let'it  be^thej  shall  ^hAre  wiiat  of  me  remmtia*  I  am 
leadj." 

"  Tell  tkeir  honours  ix>  step  up-^I  most  hsn^  a  temft  for 
mj  "pmoner"  said  Sir  John.  The  sheriffs  acoordinglj  made 
their  appearance,  in  full  costume,  bowing  wil^  eeraofmioiu 
respect  to  their  destined  prey,  and  to  the  compaiiy. 

"Maater  sheriifs,"  Sydney  said,  with  greait  cakmiMB,  '^I 
will  not  q uBzrel  witii  your  errand  on  mine  own  aodooxAy  he 
the  world  is  now  notMng  to  me ;  but  I  wotdd  ^mtr^tAfoa, 
Hot  your  own  sakes,  to  consider  what  heavy  guilt  yen  Isve 
incurred,  in  not  returning  a  fair  juryy  but  one  packed  ^the 
solieitors  for  Iha  crown."  ; 

'*  See/'  whispered  Cavendish  to  Lord  Leicester,  ^Me  how; 
like  l^e  sood  thief,  one  of  them  relents,  and  teacra  stieam 
down  his  heavy  visage." 

The  sheriff  and  Sir  John  signed  a  matnal  releaii«»  and  ^ 
preparations  being  compete,  Sidney  was  informed  that  all 
was  ready.  He  seemed  m  no  wise  troubled,  but  riiopk-haiids 
with  the  warders  who  had  waited  on  him,  made  eaah  a  jmsrat. 
and  informed  the  lieutenant  that  he  too  was  ready. 

The  procession  then  formed  whidi  was  to  esebrt  Ute  pii- 
soner  to  tiie  scaffold.  A  guard  headed  it,  and  the  Uevtenant 
Mervyn,  and  the  other  gaitlemen  surroundinfi^  Sydney  they 
descended  to  the  courtyard.  A  smile  lighted  the  p8nMier*s 
noble  countenance  when  he  saw  how  brightly  the  svb  was 
shijs^ig,  and  what  masses  of  anxious  faoes  vreveamttnd. 
There  was  a  light  sprinkle  of  snow  on  the  gnra&d,  and  tiie 
roofs  glittered  with  a  hoar  &ost. 

Th«y  reached  the  outer  gate  of  the  fortress, -whese  the 
sherifii'  coaches  waited,  but  Sydney  declared  he  would  ealher 
walk  the  shcwt  distance  which  rmnained  to  thesea&lcL  and 
as  the  way  was  densely  lined  with  mounted  aoldieis,  no  ob- 
jection was  made*  Thie  people  could  not  even  oaldk  itcgiunpse 
of  him  as  he  came,  though  m>m  ihe  eztraordinarr  flutter  a^ 
excitement  they  were  aware  that  he  had  left-  the  Tower.  ThB 
scaffold  was  visible  all  the  way  as  they  went,  ca  ih»  point 
where  Tower  Hill  deboni^s  into  the  great  etplanadfr  of  liie 
fortress.  It  waa  hung  with  black  doth,  and  goaidBd  by  a 
great  body  of  horsomen. 

When  they  reached  the  stairs  ascending  to  the' scaffold, 
Sydney  -paused  for  a  moment  to  bid  his  finc^ds  farewell,  fie 
desired  tnat  no  one  diouM  acccmipany  him  up  but  Marryn 
and  two  of  his  servants,  shook  hands  with  all,  and  ooilvaeed 
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liis  bso^ker  affeetionaiiely.  He  ikesk  with  imaltered  compostire 
moimtMl  iJi0  scaffold,  leaiaug  oa  M^rvyn's  shoolder. 

WheoL  cmoe  his  appearanee  was  macdfest  to  l^e  vast  loasses 
assembled,  there  was  a  general  and  tremendoits  shotit  of 
''.'Sj^ey  I"  and  then  a  silence  so  prolonnd  and  extraordinary 
that  the  sheriffs  teamed  pale,  aiul  looked  at  each  other  in 
great  alarm.  Sydney  bowed,  and  glaneed  with  a  cahn,  nn- 
dismayed  ^e  over  the  vast  assemblage^  The  wide  space 
STirr<»iii(ding  the  Tower  ditch  was  densely  packed  with,  spec- 
tators,, "die  niMaerooB  streets  .which  verged  into  it,  every 
window^  every  roof,  even  the  ramparts  of  the  fortress,  were 
bladk  with  ^ers.  The  sentinel  even  paused,  leaning  on 
their  ghttem^  partisans  over  the  batflements,  bnt  the 
fortress  was  decked  out  in  banderols  and  flags,  as  if  for  some 
geifeeraitfestival. 

"  M  is.only  the  dungeons  of  E^glflIld  that  are  glad  to-day  V* 
said  Sydney,  with  a  (^Im  smile.  ''  Behold !  here  is  the  gi^eat 
^^glish  people  present !  this  generatbn  of  men  will  teO  the 
tale  to.their  children,  And  they  to  theirs,  and  my  name  shall 
be  etenial  as  the  English  tongue  to  utter  it,  and  in  many  a 
region <^  wlueh  we  dream  not  yet."  • 

"  It  shall  be  blessed  as  long  as  Jeffireys  is  ctirsed !"  said 
Merv^a,  with  en&nsiasm.  . 

'^  Ijkey  expect  a  speech  from  me,  it  seems,  and  I  have  none 
to  make  them,"  said  Sydney.  **  Good  peoj[^  I  have  made 
Tctj  peace  with  God.  X  come  not  hither  to  make  aspeeeh^ 
bnt  to  Me^  Here,  master  sheriffs,  I  desire  yon  to  take  charge 
of  thift  paper,  wlack  contains  all  the  last  words  I  intend  to 
make.  I  desire  not  to  read  it,  nor  to  have  it  read  to  the  mul- 
titude, for  I  am  no  mutiny-stirrer.  Look  not  so  dejeoted^ 
80n,".he.8aid«  eheerMly  clapping  Mervyn  on  the  shoulder. 
'« I  am  going  to  a  better  place  than  I  leave  you  in,  and  I  die 
in  as  good  and  great  a  oanse  a^  ever  was,  though  for  a  time 
it  seems  unfortimate,  and  for  which  I  bled  in  my  yontli,  when 
jxty  veins  flowed  not  so  kggardly .  Be  kind  to  my  poor  orphan, 
3ii»rvyn !  My  last  wor<£  are  a  blessing  on  you  both.  And 
at  some  future  day,"  he  added,  with  an  affectionate  smile, 
**  tell  her  I  desired  your  heir  miffht  be  called  Algernon  Syd- 
ney •  And  now  farewell  day  and  night,  and  joy  and  trouble, 
and  welcome  eternal  peace !  I  do  trust  my  eoimtry  will  not 
forget  me ;  and  if  a  Drighter  day  shonld  come,  this  elevated 
spot  on  which  they  have  raised  my  scaffold  may,  perchance, 
prove  the  basis  of  a  statue  to  my  memory.  But  no,  in  a  land 
which  hath  not  raised  a  temple  to  the  memory  of  Alfred, 
Sydney  may  well  lack  evffli  a  gravestone^" 


506  WHITBFBIABS. 

Mervyn  was  tt)o  much  affected  to  reply,  and  Sydhey  asked 
for  the  executioner,  who  adyan/(^d  with  a.  faii^li2|C|,^w, 
tondiing  the  top  of  hisililack  wsk  in  respect.         />  :i 

'< I desii^ jou  will^othMc me  as  jQu.didmj.Ijar4&IBB^- 
air."  said  Hydaej*^  .■*'  Mejpe  are  ;thr^e  guio^eafi  ioxrjfim-^^hM, 
U  that  not  miough  for  tak«ig,<^  an  old  Jiaaci7ld^jpun«> 
Gire Um three morei  Puoaa^  it^hedoea^it  dfeiT6r]^<i A.S«ithe«, 
let  me  feel  yonr  a3te^"  =  ..,.,,  >.,i     .      ^ ..,  /. 

The  evecnitjoiicar  raised  the^axerAadiBjidiif^  £^  ijiv^edge. 
and  seemed  satisfied  that  iib  i^aftiehiur^ezioitfb«omk  ban 

*'Iat  not  my  dajiitfhtersee.ny:  bciq^M^'antflM  &f6iiej, 
eaaisMj,  **  xou'wiU  IwTy  in&>4t  JP^aiABBat»7iiyfefeinpa^  as 
nearianr  faitiber  and- mother  as  jnajr.  be^  akidlpii^aMf /imni|^ 
IjfQsrbia  no  man  to  weep  that  hath  tea^jin-  snn&lu^ai]^'  •  It 
will  be  about  aUQset  ta*mi»rrow  when  ydn  ge  Bp^tiio^ldjjprenne 
of  odea  to  Penahnrvt;  I  pray  t^ou  remimber  then^  as/ yoa 
pass  it,  that  perched  high  in  the  "brahoheS'  cd  ihab/kotttrtroM. 
which  is  the  last,  it  was  my  boyhooid*s  d^#kli  ta^stedyold 
Plutarch's  characters.  I  trust  my  death  wifl.  not  disgrace 
htm  whom  I  ehoie  -as  my  model  eren  then*— MatfdurB^lijtos  •" 

''Here  are  ibrty  thousand  spectators,  and  yoor^inboor 
alone  seeon  imeoncemed/' sobbed  Dueas^  •    .i   t 

'  **  Would  you  hare  me  die  worse  than  cominon- Wi«leheB, 
who  daily  outbrave  death  for  picking  a  pdek^tP'*  ^difi^dl^- 

•*  Are  you  ready,  sir?"  exctaixned  one  of  the  ishca^iis/'^  "II* 
Tou  are,  I  must  iudeed  teU  you,  Mr.  Sydn^,  ^tkat^<^#$mhi  ' 
become  your  great  quality  and  Christian  deihesdKMir/'fo-  tell 
the.  people  tmit  you  aclpiowledge  the  |us1dce=6f  youp<^l3L. 
and  des&e  fbrgiyeness."  *'r^, 

**  I  die  for  my  country,  and  the  last  aijt  of  my  TSB^  siilfi^aot 
jtxve  the  lie  to  the  rest  r  said  Sydney,  with  a  slli^i^  ^ii^^Mi 
ttnile.  »'j'^ai?  ^. 

'*  Then,  sir,  the  clock  has  past  our  tiiue,'*  saM  tl^  J(tteHff, 
abruptly.  '   ^.^r^-'^- 

"  1  think  so,  too,"  replied  Sydney,  cahixly.  "'^^ASfe  *  y<m 
ready,  friend,  with  the  axe  r  '  -^     f^^ir...  •/ 

, /*  Yes,  sir.- '    ,     .  .  ^' ;'  '•'  ■""'/;;    "'*  ' 

"And  so  am  I.  And  now,  farewell,  Meryyh^  )M.'we,"meet 
above  !**  said  Sydney,  turning  to  his  young  4i^]]^ie/'l!b^.  em- 
braced, andthemob,  who  perceived  that  themometiiof  exedution 
had  arrived,  uttered  faint  cries  and  sobs,  while  women  shrieked 
and  swooned,  and  it  seelQed  as  if  that  vast  mob  were  joining 
in, one  loud  and  geni^ral  lamentation,  though  Sydney^  stem 
character  had  prevented  him  froia  ever  being  .^  the  popular 
idol.  !Se  bowed,  and  a  gleam  of  sai  sfaction,  brijg^hl^r  than  a 
smile,  canie  over  his  &ce. .  His  sen    its  then  stripp^offhis 
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dbtiblgt^ittia  cravat,  and  c>p0ried^  tbe  iieck  of  liiil'fiBirt:  He' 
then  kAelt  ^nt^ai^iitiy  tftP^tlie'^Mifck,  aad'f6r  a  Fmi^'bri^f 
moffl^tttbTieenied'albsdl^d  ia^'feoleiriri'  jiray^r;'  .Aflej*i;his  lie 
'fn^tilig^lD^i'^IS'  feaiid  oaee  mc&re;  jAtiA  obseiting'tfiat  be  war 
sp<ft€^i!£fe«ft(T#^ifeTi^f,  tiAiAniped^k  «  low^  Voice,  ^'Gire  inj 
k>*iBf^Aii*y^y«^'hei^'aiirty- sifta^l^  that  l6y6  iHH  be! 

so  too !"    And  he  laid  his  head  on  the  blof^-.      '  '    '  •?  •» 

14  ^  Will  ^  TiflHta^iy  .girJ^^  «aid  the  eoteciitlonet.*  lifting  his 
axe,  and  almost^gnum^.'th^'H^dk  Hi  lev4lH&g  hk  a&n;^ 

titS^ct  ^ithe  gaspial  rtMort&stimi  Mke  on  !'*  wasthe  re- 

plypaMnttiifetatitattikni%  the^iixe^imie,  ghttmd,  fell,-  fOid  iJ^a 

•  QHreitod^tekb^tToIU  oat'  ther^'sesffbld  1    <CSbe  esBeimticmer  in^ 

atan^jdafcoi»EL  il2  iiphnft  the  Jong  fair  haar^  and^heid  it  up  ai 

tlie^mibt«aEfaeqpa  ^of  iibx  (snifibid^vxolaiikiiiiff,  *'  BbhIs^d  try 

'JH9ABR  ar^k  TBixcQBH'    ^%  ^coch  ^of  which  asseveraiaont, 

.    >7ba«^J!^  lliliitan  «dbMMd  b^  poaterity. 

.Sj^Hto7>lttild7al  tookpbeQ  AeiEt  daj  at  Peiiahnsatv  and  al; 
tfamiirii&tdicei^nloiiy  did  Mer?^  and  his  yonthM«  Tvife  Ineet 
again,  bnt  oiily  to  pw^»  3owed  down  with  gsiel  and  angieiish 
a%  8h9iFa4i<i^vfA  tho  oonai^tion  of  his  presenee  waa  denied 
lieari)  ^jgL^lxaation  amv^d  freom  OUva  tibat  it  w#a  the  int^Hitif^ 
of  the>;i^.i4efl|^tip  goyenunent  to  sei^e  him  again ;  there  was 
n^jQ^sf^^e^iM^. flight,  and  he  fled  to  Holland. 

^I^fan^  <it.  his  extraordinary  adveBtureS)  and  Sydney'/^ 

j^ij^,^^i;efoinjne^ed  him  to  the  notice  .of  the  Bnnee .  of 

Orange,  ^though  tii&ont  any  public  demonstmtjoiL.    His 

.p«fr&^gaf)^|a^tance- with  the  plot  and  plotters,  and  aJi  the 

'  pi^^  ^Wf  pf  the  popular  psorty  which  vVilliam  of  Qrange. 

was  aimOos^to  knit  up  in  his  own  hand,  rendered  him  almost 

'^ujiyidua^le^  t^;  that  prince.    His  adrice  was  eagerly  sought, 

and  Meiryn,  who  had  now  transferred  his  allegiance  from  hif 

.  king  :^>/ Ins  ccmnt)^,  thought  it  no  treason  to  encourage  the 

■  ambitious  visions  of  the  Dutch  prince,    Meanwhfle  ihe  Earl 

of  Leicester,  at  his  own  cost  and  expense,  commenced  f<M*mal 

propee^ii^  in  the  House  of  Lordai  fqr  th^  restoration  of 

iferryn's  title  and  estates,  which  ^Hpward  had  aqw  seized 

and  rioted  in.  3ut  he  met  with  continue^  and  most  vexatious 

delays  on  the  part  of  the  chancellor,  Jeffreys,  and  though  the 

validity  of  the  young  earl's  claim  was  hot  resisted,  it  remained 

a  dead  letter  in  consequence.  ir 

"With  all  his  favour  at  the  court  of  the  Hague;  ii  is  hot  im- 
possible that  Mervyn  nvght  have  starved  there^  ai  the  econo- 
mical prince  never  toolr^^  into  his  rojal  heacl  that  a  bani&hed 
fugitive  must  be  in  wiL.H**of  everythmg:    But  the  Ihbughtftil 

2  L 
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love  of  liif  yoon^  wife  snpplied  tiiig  deficiency ;  she  s^it  lum 
all  her  jewels,  with  an  anectionate  assnrajioe  that  lie  was  to 
consider  it  only  as  a  loan,  till  more  prosperous  times  enabled 
him  to  repay  her  with  interest. 

Shortly  after,  he  was  reliered  from  a  still  greater  Tmensiness 
by  the  death  of  Charles  IL,  who  departed  suddenly,  eitJier  hr 
poison  or  apoplexy.  Oliya's  infinenoe  over  the  mind  of  his 
successor  was  unlimited,  and,  under  pretext  of  producing  Tmn 
as  evidenoe  against  Oates,  who  was  now  indicted  for  perjury, 
he  obtained  Mervyn  permission  to  return  to  London. 

Mervyn's  evidenoe  was  that  whichbrought  the  wretch  tolils 
ocmdign  punishment :  he  it  was  who  proved  that,  at  the  tune 
when  Oates  swore  he  had  been  at  the  consult  of  the  Jesoiis 
held  in  London,  he  was  at  8t.  Omer,  and  he  horrified  the 
court  witJi  a  detail  of  his  monstrous  crimes.  Tlie  lawyers, 
however,  contented  themselves  with  their  own  indictiaent, 
^^or  there  was  only  one  witness  to  the  other  facts ;  and  Mer- 
vyn had  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  that  sentence  pronotinced, 
which,  tremendous  as  it  was,  seemed  weak  and  impotent 
compared  to  the  criminal's  off^^ces : — A.  fine  of  one  htmdred 
thousand  ponnds,  public  and  annual  exposure  on  the  pillory, 
to  be  whipped  by  the  hangman  from  Kewgate  to  Tyburn,  and 
perpetual  imprisonment  i  This  sentence,  pronounced  with 
infinite  gusto  by  Jeffireys,  is  almost  the  only  one  of  ^e  hun- 
dreds he  gave  in  his  time,  which  posterity  has  applauded,  as 
did  the  ctrowded  court  which  heard  it  delivered. 

Prom  London,  Mervyn  flew  on  the  wings  of  love  to  Pens- 
hunt,  where  Leicester  resided  in  retirement.  How  he  was 
received — ^with  what  passionate  joy,  by  the  beautiful  orphan 
who  had  but  him  left  in  the  world  to  love^-must  be  imamied, 
not  described.  The  gay  and  imaginative  girl  had  ripen^  into 
the  calm  and  thoughtful  woman,  and  her  beauty  had  acquired 
a  still  more  touching  interest  £rom  the  serene  and  gentie 
melancholy  which  smided  its  lustre. 

Jeffireys  no  longer  offered  his  delays  to  Mervyn*s  suit,  and 
judgment  was  pronounced  in  his  favour;  the  necessary 
measures  to  eject  Howard  were  in  forwardness,  and  Mervyn 
awaiting  the  assemblage  of  Parliament  to  take  his  seat»  after 
which  his  nuptials  were  to  be  publicly  solemnized  with  Aurora, 
when  suddemy  the  insurrecnon  ot  Monmouth  alarmed  all 
England.  Without  the  least  shadow  of  pretext,  Ihe  govern- 
ment of  James  II.  thought  proper  to  suspect  Mervyn  of  a 
share  in  this  new  conspiracy ;  and  to  avoid  incarceeationy  he 
again  fled  to  Holland. 

The  world  was  sreatly  changed  there  also.    The  Prince  of 
Orange  immediately  coxmded  the  cominand  of  his  gnavds  to  the 
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yryonz  earl,  and  he  me  one  of  the  prineipal  moTen  of  tliat 

grana  reyolution  whick  shattered  the  tyrazmous  throae  of  the 

Stuarts.    After  that  great  event,  honours,  riches,  and  fame 

-vrere  showered  upon  him.    He  was  restored  to  all  his  rights, 

and  the  illustrious  iides  oihis  ancient  house ;  wedded,  with  a 

pomp  which  outshone  all  but  royal  nuptials,  to  the  beautiful 

daughter  of  Sydney;    and  liyed  to  a  good  old  age,  in  the 

enjoyment  of  every  earthly  happiness;  dying,  as  the  great 

monument  in  Meryyn  Abbey  records,  at  tiie  age  of  eigntj-- 

three  years — surviyiDg  his  wife,  Aurora  Sydney,  o^y  six 

months.    Accordizig  to  the  same  inscription,  ne  died  a  Knight 

of  the  Garter,  and  Constable  of  the  Tower,  leaving  a  numerous 

issue,  ihe  eldest  of  whom,  **  Algernon  Sydney  d'Aumerle," 

was  created  a  peer  in  his  father's  lifetime,  as  head  of  the 

deputation  which  carried  the  news  of  his  accession  to  George 

I.    The  same  vault  also  contains  the  body  of  the  murdered 

Lord  Aumerle,  transported  thither  from  the  Tower,  with  great 

funeral  pomp  and  honours ;  and  at  its  feet  was  laid  another ' 

coflSn,  without  inscription,   but   which  a  constant  tradition 

ascribes  as  the  last  dwelling-place  of  Claude  Duval. 

There  are  a  variety  of  memoranda  still  preserved  in  the 
Aumerle  family,  written  by  the  earl,  which  may,  perhaps, 
interest  such  readers  as  have  tal^en  an  interest  in  the  minor 
personages  of  our  chronicle.  After  talcing  a  review  of  the 
principjS  events  of  his  stormy  youth,  and  tmmking  G^d  that, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  he  still  preserved  his  dear  wife,  and 
all  his  senses  in  great  vigour,  the  earl  proceeds — "  And  nowi 
indeed,  it  doth  something  startle  jae,  looking  back  at  those 
times,  to  remember,  that  I  am  as  it  were,  the  last  oak  of  a 
noble  forest,  standing  bare  and  alone,  that  was  once  sur- 
rounded by  the  verdure  of  a  thousand  contemporaries.  The 
T^'oodsman,  Death,  hath  spared  scarcely  one ;  and  of  all  the 
actors  in  the  fearful  drama  of  my  youth,  not  indeed  one. 
Charles  H.,  James  II.,  William  of  Nassau,  and  Mary  his 
queen.  Anna  of  York,  in  succession  my  sovereigns,  have 
passed  into  the  tomb,  and  (which,  indeed,  something  troubles 
xne)  a  prince  who  cannot  speak  English  sits  on  the  throne  of 
Alfred;  of  the  whigs,  as  they  are  now  commonly  called, 
Shaftesbury  died  in  his  bed,  Lord  Eussell,  my  father,  Sydney 
(whose  attainders  were  reversed  as  soon  as  we  had  king 
William  on  the  throne),  and  the  duke  of  Monmouth — ^were 
beheaded ;  my  lord  Essex  died  in  the  Tower :  Howard  of 
Eskricke  perished  in  great  misery  of  poverty  and  desertion ; 
my  lord  Argyle  was  beheaded  at  Edinbureh.  Of  the  court 
ppiy,  that  most  infamous  judse  and  chancellor,  Jeffreys,  was 
nigh  torn  to  pieces  by  a  moo,  and  died  miserably  in  the 
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Tower ;  Colonel  Blood  expired  in  ^reat  agonies  a  few  days 
after  that  dreadful  scene  in. WMtefriars,  wherein  my  imlu^inj 
mother  perished ;  the  wretch  who  poisoned  him,  X  fomid  his 
skeleton  many  years  after 'when,  being  constable  of  the 
Tower,  I  caused  the  subterraneous  passage  to  be  mortared 
and  stone-choaked.  As  for  Mauster  Chiffinch,  he  followed  king 
James  to  France,  and  I- never  heard  snj  more  of  bim ;  Mrs. 
Oreswold,  I  am  told,  died  a  most  homUe  death  in  prison. 
As  to  that  most  abominable  of  all  wretche0»  Titus  Gates,  ke 
surviyedhis  severe  flaying,  and  was  released  at  the  revolutimi, 
but  I  did  hear  from  many  hands  that  the  remnant  of  his 
years  were  so  lashed  by  the  whips  of  oonscienoe,  tiiat  he 
enjoyed  no  peace  on  earth,  and  lefb  it  at  last  in  kideoos 
despair." 


THB  XKD. 


cox  (BKOTBKRS)  and  WTMAK,  FRIKTBB8,   ORBAT  QVBBN  STRSCT. 


